PEACE Info (August 30, 2022)

Over 30 Myanmar Regime Troops Reportedly Killed in Sagaing and Mandalay Regions

Myanmar Junta Forces Take Villagers Hostage, Burn Homes in Sagaing

Myanmar junta forces said to have burned tens of thousands of homes

Ethnic Karen leaders come to historic agreement to reunite KNU, DKBA

Woman and child killed by Myanmar army shelling in Mrauk-U

Nawngkio IDPs Urgently Need Aid

RCSS NAPYITAW SECOND VISIT: Junta’s and visitor’s desperate moves

SAC Chairman holds 2nd meeting with RCSS’s peace delegation

Armed Groups Preparing For Second Meeting With Coup Leader

“Sooner or later there will be a political meeting and discussion,” says Colonel Saw Kyaw Nyunt

Myanmar Junta Imposes New Restrictions on Political Parties

Justice denied as regime targets activists’ lawyers
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Over 30 Myanmar Regime Troops Reportedly Killed in Sagaing and Mandalay Regions
By THE IRRAWADDY | 30 August 2022

More than 30 Myanmar junta soldiers were reportedly killed over the last two days in clashes
with People’s Defense Forces (PDF) in Sagaing and Mandalay regions.

On early Sunday, local resistance forces jointly attacked a military detachment which departed
from Lay Thar Village in Tigyaing Township, Sagaing Region, said Tigyaing Revolution (TR), the
media partner of the township’s PDFs.

At least 15 regime soldiers were killed in the ambush and many others were injured, said TR.
The junta troops were forced to retreat to nearby Kan Pauk Village, which they opened fire on.
One male villager was killed, while a female resident was wounded.

PDF’s surrounded the village, trapping the regime forces until Monday morning when two
military regime jets dropped around 16 bombs on the area. There were no casualties from the
airstrikes, according to TR, but the junta troops were able to escape.

The same resistance groups also attacked a military detachment near Pauk Kone Village in
Tigyaing Township. Three regime soldiers were killed in the clash, said TR.

However, the Irrawaddy was unable to confirm the military casualties independently.

Also on Monday, resistance fighters from Thabeikkyin-PDF ambushed a Myanmar military
convoy in Mogok Township, Mandalay Region.

The convoy was returning to Mogok Town after raiding villages when Thabeikkyin-PDF
ambushed it at close range with five mines. Resistance fighters also threw a grenade into one of
the vehicles. A 30 minute firefight erupted with the junta forces using machine guns and
grenades.

Some 15 regime soldiers were killed, according to Thabeikkyin-PDF, while all the resistance
fighters escaped the area without injury.

Local resistance group Red Wolves of Mogok, who were involved in the ambush, said on
Tuesday that they had confirmed the deaths of at least seven soldiers, including two captains,
because their cremations were held in Mogok Township.

Currently, junta forces are facing near-daily attacks from PDFs and ethnic armed organizations
nationwide.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/over-30-myanmar-regime-troops-reportedly-killed-
in-sagaing-and-mandalay-regions.html
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Myanmar Junta Forces Take Villagers Hostage, Burn Homes in Sagaing
By THE IRRAWADDY | 30 August 2022

Junta troops have torched hundreds of houses and taken around 60 villagers hostages in
Kyunhla Township, Kantbalu District of Sagaing Region, after around 30 Myanmar junta soldiers
were killed by resistance forces.

Around 67 troops torching villages on the border of Kantbalu and Kawlin townships were
attacked by resistance forces on August 23. At least 30 junta soldiers were killed and two
captains and a second lieutenant were captured along with weaponry.

The regime then airlifted reinforcements in two MI-17 helicopters to Waila Mu village in
Kyunhla last Thursday. Around 200 junta troops have since been raiding villages in Kawlin and
Kyunhla.

They have taken an estimated 30 men each from Telpinseik and Inyashae villages in Kyunhla,
using them as human shields as they raid villages, according to residents.

Junta troops that reportedly belong to Meiktila-based Light Infantry Battalion 113 of Division 99
raided Telpinseik village last Thursday, assisted by junta helicopters. A civilian was killed and
two others injured as junta troops fired on fleeing villagers.

On Sunday, junta troops raided Einche and torched the entire village, said residents.

“We had 132 houses and now we could only see five to six. Almost all the houses have been
torched,” said a villager.

A village torched by junta troops in Kyunhla. / Kyunhla Activists
Group

Seventeen more houses were burned when junta troops raided
Inyashae village on Monday morning. They then left for Ywagongyi
village.

Tens of thousands of residents from more than 10 villages in
® S Kyunhla have fled their homes due to junta raids since August 23.

“Some villagers have dismantled their houses and moved them into forests,” said a resident.

Displaced people need shelter and food, said residents. “We need shelters as more people are
fleeing. We urgently need tarpaulins and clothes as many fled with nothing,” said a displaced
villager.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-forces-take-villagers-hostage-burn-
homes-in-sagaing.html
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Myanmar junta forces said to have burned tens of thousands of homes

Most of the torched houses are in hotbeds of resistance, but many civilians have been caught
up in the conflict.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.08.30

Residents search through the remains of civilian homes
burned down by military troops in Mu Kan village, Tabayin
township, northwestern Myanmar's Sagaing region, June
14, 2022. Photo courtesy of Depayin Refugee Supporting
Team

Myanmar’s military junta has burned nearly 30,000 homes
across the country during the past 19 months following the coup that overthrew the elected
government, according to data compiled by a domestic research group.

In a report issued on Aug. 28, Data for Myanmar said soldiers had torched 28,434 houses
since the ouster of the democratically elected government on Feb. 1, 2021, with 20,153
homes destroyed in Sagaing region alone. The Magway region has the second-largest
number of destroyed houses at 5,418, followed by Chin state with 1,474 burned homes.

Sagaing, Magway and Chin are hotbeds of civilian resistance to military rule by armed
opposition People’s Defense Forces (PDF).

Junta soldiers burned other homes and property in Kachin, Kayah and Mon regions, southern
Shan state, and in Bago, Tanintharyi and Mandalay regions.

U Aye, a resident of Magway’s Nga Ta Yaw village, told RFA that the military along with
supporting Pyu Saw Htee militia groups, set fire to his village at least twice this month and
that he suffered a personal loss of more than 100,000 kyats (U.S. $47) because his house,
tractor, trailer and cow shed were damaged.

“There are charity organizations helping us right now,” he said. “We are staying in the
monastery.

“We only have some food provided by the charity groups that come to the monastery,” he
said. “We do not have any food or a place to live. That’s what is happening. We have a cow,
and there’s no more food to feed him.”

Soldiers burned Nga Ta Yaw village in Yesagyo township on Aug. 13-14, destroying about 830
houses, leaving only monasteries, a school and a dispensary standing, U Aye said. The arson
followed a clash between the military and the local PDF outside the community.

Similarly, Pan Ywar Village in Sagaing’s Pale township was set ablaze on Feb. 1, even though
there were no armed clashes in the area.
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A village resident, who did not want to be named for security reasons, said the villagers now
live in small huts where there used to be more than 150 large houses.

“Let’s say we have now rebuilt the village, but we have these little huts with roofs made
from palm leaves in place of the big houses,” she told RFA. “The villagers have returned since
the army left.

“Our Pan Ywar is on the crossroads between Myaing and Pale townships, so military columns
come by often,” she added.

Zaw Zaw, who is helping villagers displaced by armed conflict and arson in Sagaing region,
told RFA that the parallel National Unity Government (NUG) has sent some assistance to
area residents.

Aid workers have collected bamboo and wood from a nearby forested area as an emergency
measure for residents of Pale who lost their homes, while the NUG’s Humanitarian Affairs
Ministry sent donations and emergency funds.

In some areas of Sagaing, people who lost their homes to the arson have been living in
forested areas since February.

'War crime'

A legal analyst, who did not want to be named for security reasons, said the junta must try to
minimize the harm to the rural population no matter how much it wants to suppress the
armed resistance and that the burning of entire villages is a war crime.

“They could have surrounded the entire village and blockaded each section and then
searched the houses in each quarter or ward,” he said.

“There’s no reason to shoot,” the attorney said. “There’s no reason for people to die. There’s
no reason to destroy the lives of citizens. There are such options for them, and yet, they did
all this just on account of suspicion, without having any factual information. By doing all this,
we can say that they have committed a war crime.”

Junta forces do not adhere to international law or the ethics of war, which clearly state that
civilian property must not be encroached upon and that civilian targets should not be
attacked, he said.

Junta spokesman Maj. Gen. Zaw Min Tun previously told RFA that it was not the military
troops but the PDFs that were burning down villages.

Noeleen Heyzer, the U.N.’s special envoy on Myanmar, told Snr. Gen. Min Aung Hlaing on
Aug. 16 during a visit to the Southeast Asian nation to not burn down villages. The junta
leader denied that his troops committed arson and said they were trying to protect civilians.
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Aung Myo Min, the NUG’s human rights minister, said that efforts must be made to
prosecute soldiers who commit crimes against villagers.

“We must not only investigate these crimes that are currently happening in the villages, but
also take action against those who are burning tens of thousands of houses,” he said. “What
we are seeing now are broken lives. We have a legal duty to prevent such things happening.”

The NUG is documenting arson and other incidents committed by the military all over the
country so that the perpetrators can be punished under the law, while remedial programs
are carried out for those who have lost their homes, he said.

Translated by Khin Maung Nyane for RFA Burmese. Written in English by Roseanne Gerin.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/houses-burned-08302022185956.html

Ethnic Karen leaders come to historic agreement to reunite KNU, DKBA

An officer in the KNU’s armed wing says the organisations must work together ‘to take down
our common enemy—the military dictatorship’

May Yu | Published on Aug 30, 2022

A Kawthoolei Armed Forces badge is seen on the Karen Martyrs’
Day on August 12 (Wild Bird)

The Karen National Union (KNU) and Democratic Karen Buddhist
Army (DKBA) recently agreed to reunify as the Kawthoolei Armed
Forces, according to a KNU representative.

“We have made a verbal agreement,” KNU spokesperson Padoh Saw Taw Nee told Myanmar
Now. “The KNU and the DKBA are starting to wear the badges of the Kawthoolei Armed
Forces.”

Padoh Saw Taw Nee said that he expected that the KNU’s armed wings—the Karen National
Liberation Army (KNLA) and the Karen National Defence Organisation (KNDO)—would follow
suit in identifying as part of the group.

A KNLA officer who spoke to Myanmar Now on the condition of anonymity said that he was
“very happy” about the development.

“All of the Karen organisations are operating with the same goals in mind. These badges are the
first step towards our reunion,” he said. “It’s very upsetting to see that different Karen groups
are scattered all over Karen State... We need to make it our common goal to take down our
common enemy—the military dictatorship.”
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Meeting records seen by Myanmar Now confirm that talks were held between a total of 14
personnel from the KNU, KNLA and DKBA on August 3.

It was agreed in the meeting that DKBA commander Gen Saw Steel would take responsibility for
discussions with the military to end assaults on Karen territory, the documents said. However, if
the attacks continued, the DKBA and the KNU would collaborate to hold off the junta’s forces.

“We generally agreed that we would fight against the military together if this fails,” the KNU’s
Padoh Saw Taw Nee said of the talks with the DKBA.

Sources within the KNU claimed that Gen Saw Steel came under pressure from the Myanmar
military immediately following the August 3 meeting. One day later, a statement signed by the
DKBA chief said that the group no longer agreed with the decision to hold talks with the
military.

The Kawthoolei Armed forces is not to be confused with the similarly named Kawthoolei Army,
a group formed last month by ousted KNDO commander Saw Nerdah Mya and not recognised
by the KNDO or KNLA.

The DKBA was founded 1994 after several Buddhist KNU leaders left the organisation, claiming
that the KNU favoured Christian members.

At that time, the KNU’s central committee had released a statement declaring the DKBA an
enemy of its organisation, but reportedly repealed the statement during the meeting earlier
this month.

Political analysts have speculated that the DKBA had some 6,000 troops when it was created,
but that around 1,500 remained, with the majority having split to join a military-backed Border
Guard Force.

The DKBA operates to the east and west of the Dawna Hills in Karen State.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/ethnic-karen-leaders-come-to-historic-agreement-
to-reunite-knu-dkba

Woman and child killed by Myanmar army shelling in Mrauk-U

Civilian casualties continue to climb as hostilities between the Myanmar military and the
Arakan Army intensify

Nan Oo Nway / Thein San | Published on Aug 30, 2022

A woman and a child were killed and at least 10 other civilians were injured during heavy
shelling by junta forces near Mrauk-U in northern Rakhine State on Sunday, according to local
sources.
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A damaged sign shows the entrance to the village of Let Ker
after shelling on August 28 (Naing Lin Oo)

The shelling began at around 5pm after fighting broke out
between the Myanmar military and the Arakan Army (AA)
near Let Ker, a village some 12km north of Mrauk-U, the
sources said.

Most of the victims were in Kin Seik, a village about 4km west of Mrauk-U, but two monks at
monasteries in the town also reportedly sustained minor injuries.

Aye Yaing Nu, 60, and Myat Thu Lin, 4, were killed by shells that landed on Kin Seik as its
inhabitants were attempting to flee, residents of the village told Myanmar Now.

Myat Thu Lin’s mother was among eight villagers who suffered serious injuries in the attack,
according to the child’s uncle.

“She was hit while running with him in her arms. Shells were raining down on the village and
they were trying to get away. Now the child is dead and she is in the hospital,” he said.

Other residents said the junta army appeared to be deliberately targeting the village.

Kin Seik resident Aye Yaing Nu, 60, was killed by a Myanmar
army artillery shell on August 28 (Supplied)

“All of their shells fell right inside the village. Everyone is still
running in a panic,” said a local woman who did not want to
be named.

According to the woman, junta forces also raided the village

three months ago, forcing most of those living there to flee.

Residents said they believed Kin Seik had been targeted because the military suspected that
there were AA forces inside the village.

The shelling began after a junta column travelling south from Kyauktaw on the Yangon-Sittwe
highway was hit near Let Ker by explosives laid by AA forces.

As the two sides clashed, regime soldiers stationed in nearby villages opened fire with heavy
artillery, sources in the area told Myanmar Now.

“They just started shelling other villages for no reason at all,” said one Mrauk-U local.

Residents of several villages, including Let Ker, Buu Ywat Ma Hnyo, Auk Thar Kan, and Oh Htein,
were displaced by the shelling, he added.
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Myat Thu Lin, 4, died as he and his mother attempted to
flee Myanmar army shelling on August 28 (Saw Myat
Mon)

People living along the Yangon-Sittwe highway have also
reported seeing more reinforcements heading towards
Mrauk-U from Kyauktaw in recent days.

Meanwhile, clashes have continued in Maungdaw
Township, west of Mrauk-U, since AA forces attacked a junta base there last Friday.

Sources in the northern part of the township, near the Bangladesh border, reported heavy
fighting on Sunday morning, followed by airstrikes by regime forces in the afternoon.

“Three aircraft—a fighter jet and two military helicopters—started firing at the Letpan and Wai
La hills at around 3pm and then left about an hour later,” said one local, referring to an area
near the border.

The military has also been using heavy artillery against AA forces in the area. On Saturday, a
woman was killed by a shell that landed in the village of Min Gyi.

As fighting continues in Maungdaw and Mrauk-U, as well as in southern Chin State’s Paletwa
Township, there have also been reports of growing tensions in the northern Rakhine townships
of Buthidaung and Rathedaung.

In Bangladesh, local news outlets have reported that a number of artillery shells fired by the
Myanmar military have landed in Bangladeshi territory in recent days.

The country’s border security forces have been put on high alert, the media reports said

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/woman-and-child-killed-by-myanmar-army-shelling-
in-mrauk-u

Nawngkio IDPs Urgently Need Aid
By SHAN - August 30, 2022

Villagers uprooted by recent fighting between the Mandalay People Defence Force (PDF) and
the Burma Army (BA) in northern Shan State are receiving only humanitarian aid from a
Buddhist association.

“Most people couldn’t bring anything with them when they fled,” a woman helping them, told
SHAN on condition of anonymity.

Another anonymous woman reported that she and other villagers walked for an hour to reach
safety: “We heard gunfire outside our village. When it came closer, we fled.”
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IDPs in Nawngkio

She explained that the food they were offered at
the temple was quite simple. “Today we’ve eaten
yellow bean curry and fried chili with rice.”

g : A man helping them, who requested anonymity,
said: “I think the food rations have aImost run out, but | heard that a private donor could bring
more.”

“When the clashes stop, they’ll return to their village. Right now it’s impossible because the BA
soldiers are staying in their villages. | think they’ll have to stay in Doe Pin for several days
more.”

IDPs in Nawngkio having foods

About 600 people from Lon Khin, Nar Hker and
Kyan Khin in Nawngkio Township affected by the
violence have sought refuge in the village since
fighting broke out on 24 August.

Comrade Moe Joe, a PDF officer, said: “Some of our soldiers suffered minor injuries and several
BA soldiers were killed in the clashes,” he said, from which the PDF withdrew after the regime
sent in an attack helicopter as well as shelling them with artillery. Clashes also occurred near
Yadanar Theingi in Nawngkio Township from August 3-5, killing at least 6 BA soldiers.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/25302

RCSS NAPYITAW SECOND VISIT: Junta’s and visitor’s desperate moves
By Sai Wansai - August 30, 2022

It wasn’t a surprise that Restoration Council of Shan State (RCSS) boss General Yawd Serk
readily flew to Naypyitaw for a second visit to negotiate peace settlement, or rather political
give-and-take, as he time and again has openly said that he is for peaceful political dialogue to
settle the differences and not the military solution.

During the period prior to the military junta’s last February coup, Karen National Union (KNU)
headed by General Mutu Say Poe is the leading figure among the Nationwide Ceasefire
Agreement — Signatory — Ethnic Armed Organizations (NCA-S-EAOs). But now the RCSS leader
becomes the most treasured asset to the junta as the KNU has opted out of the NCA-based
peace process, due to the KNU opposition of the coup and working in close relation with the
junta’s rival National Unity Government (NUG) setup.
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It seems the majority within the KNU is for the uprooting of junta regime, while Mutu Say Poe
wanted to stick to NCA-based peace negotiation and wasn’t happy with the decision, although
officially he is still the chairman of the KNU. Thus it is not a surprise that he readily accepted the
Peace Process Steering Team (PPST) request to lead the organization in peace talks as a leading
patron, emphasizing that he is acting in his personal capacity and not as the KNU chief.

Gen Yawd Serk meets with Min Aung Liang in
Naypyitaw

Leader of the PPST, Naing Aung Min, made a formal
request last April to Mutu Say Poe to provide political
guidance and leadership to the PPST, in which he
personally replied the acceptance in a signed written
letter on August 4.

- Lo ' e - J The KNU chairman resigned as the leader of the PPST
in 2019 and now he is returning the second time to serve as the leading patron of the group.

Ten ethnic armed force members of the PPST that have signed the Nationwide Ceasefire
Agreement are KNU, RCSS/SSA, Pa-O National Liberation Organization (PNLO), Chin National
Front (CNF), Arakan Liberation Party (ALP), Democratic Karen Benevolent Army (DKBA), All
Burma Student’s Democratic Front (ABSDF), New Mon State Party (NMSP), Lahu Democratic
Union (LDU) and Karen National Union/Karen National Liberation Army-Peace Council
(KNU/KNLA-PC).

To date the KNU, CNF and ABSDF have opted out of the PPST, although there has been no
official resignation tendered and no official expulsion has been announced by the organization.

And in the same vein, the RCSS also opted out of the organization due to its organizational
existence problematic, probably because of its ongoing war and war-footing situation with the
Shan State Progress Party (SSPP), Ta’ang National Liberation Army (TNLA) and United Wa State
Army (UWSA), but maintained its commitment to work together with the PPST on a case to
case basis.

Video footage and photos indicated that Yawd Serk has been given a VIP treatment in Tachileik,
where he boarded the plane, and in Nyapyitaw upon his arrival. His meeting on August 29 with
the Commander-in-Chief and State Administration Council (SAC) leader Min Aung Hlaing photos
appearing on social media and news also showed that he is a very welcomed visitor.

According to the reports several meetings between the RCSS and SAC are in the pipeline and
very likely, an agreement will be signed, just like the ALP, LDU and PNLO on August 26.

The gist understanding of the agreement according to the Eleven Media report of August 29 is
as follows:
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“During the discussion, strengthening of multiparty democratic system, building the Union
based on democracy and federalism and further striving for ensuring peace and development
of the Union were agreed. Moreover, the peace delegation is allowed to openly discuss its
political anticipations and future talks in the second time talk and the ethnic armed
organizations which don’t join the peace talks yet are also invited to the talks without advance
restrictions in any situations.”

No doubt the planned meeting ahead which should be agreed between the RCSS and the junta
will revolve around the junta’s explanation of “Union Agreement section (3) with National
Constitution (2008), Table 1 of national constitution, union legislation and table 2 of State or
Regional legislation sector-wise,” as reported by the Eleven Media.

The core message from junta leader Min Aung Hlaing is promising federalism, self-rule and self-
determination on the condition that these EAOs do not demand secession from the so-called
Union.

Rumors said the procrastination of RCSS boss delaying his appearance in Naypyitaw for a few
days may be due to the speculations that he wasn’t amuse with the inaction of the
Commander-in-Chief General Min Aung Hlaing not following up the promised signed agreement
made during the first round of talks on May 20, followed by the SAC’s peace negotiation team
led by Lieutenant General Yar Pyae on May 21 and 22.

Of course, nobody knows for sure what they have agreed upon as it was not made public, other
than the ones that they wanted to publicize for public consumption.

Many speculate that it may be the redrawing of demarcation lines between the RCSS and its
EAO opponents like the SSPP, TNLA and UWSA and developmental existence of the RCSS. And
with the junta facing rebellion and opposition by all EAOs in Chin, Kachin, Karenni, Karen and
now Arakan states, including the People’s Defense Force (PDF) and Local Defense Force (LDF),
some under NUG and some not, in almost all divisions or regions mostly populated by the
Bamar, it may be hard pressed to do much for the RCSS. If the junta in anyway move against the
SSPP to do the RCSS a favor, it risks open conflict with the UWSA, as the Wa considers SSPP
territory a buffer zone for its own security. Shan State is the only state left where the major
EAOs have not fought against the junta.

But one thing is quite obvious, the junta is desperate to win over the ten EAOs that it held the
first round peace talks with in April, which were the DKBA, KNU/KNLA-PC, PNLO, NMSP, ALP,
RCSS and LDU. Non-signatories that joined the peace talks were the UWSA, the National
Democratic Alliance Army (NDAA) and the SSPP.

Coming back to the aspiration or expectation of the junta that the remaining EAOs will come to
the table eventually, an expert and well-versed peace negotiation process observer from the
very beginning told this writer, “If Min Aung Hlaing’s objective is to draw groups like KNU,
Karenni National Progressive Party (KNPP) , Kachin Independence Organization (KIO), CNF and
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Arakan Army (AA), | think he will need to implement the Chinese saying: Make those happy who
are near (meaning the present ten negotiation partner groups) and those who are far (others
unresponsive EAOs) will come. That is if he decides to continue doing his own way.”

“But if he is willing and ready to do it as a joint venture, his success will be greater. However so
far | haven’t seen any sign of that as he’s still playing close to his chest,” he added.

For now, the country’s situation is highly convoluted, compounded by the fact that the junta
thinks that it is winning and the ethnic-democratic loose alliance is also considering the same,
with no end scenario in sight any time soon.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/25298

SAC Chairman holds 2nd meeting with RCSS’s peace delegation

PUBLISHED 30 AUGUST 2022

NAYPYITAW----Chairman of State Administration Council (SAC)
Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services Senior General Min
Aung Hlaing met with a peace delegation led by Chairman of
Restoration Council of Shan State (RCSS) General Yawd Serk at
Bayintnaung villa in Nay Pyi Taw yesterday morning, according
to the Office of Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services.

The SAC chairman explained that the RCSS was the first to come to participate in the peace
talks when SAC implemented its peace step in its tenure of taking the State responsibilities. So,
good results were achieved in the first talk with positive attitudes efforts for exercising the
genuine, disciplined multiparty democratic system and striving for building the Union based on
democracy and federalism as a political vision, and plans are underway to continuously
implement the peace process based on the Constitution (2008) and the Nationwide Ceasefire
Agreement (NCA).

The RCSS chairman and members also reported their attitudes on the construction of a Union
based on democracy and federalism, peace process, regional development, exercising of
federalism, solving political problems through politics, enhancement of living standard of the
people, ceasing of armed conflicts and terrorism, and future plans.

The Senior General discussed the important role of the geographical condition of the State,
exercising foreign policies that comply with Myanmar need for Myanmar to implement
federalism compatible with geographical conditions, national characters and culture of the
nation although many countries exercise democracy and federalism across the world, and
necessities to turn out well-educated human resources in realizing the genuine disciplined
democratic system without fail. Only when the number of educated persons is on the rise can
nation-building tasks be accelerated for the promotion of the education sector. So, the Senior
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General explained the current undertakings of development tasks in ethnic areas. They then
frankly exchanged views on peace issues and regional development measures.

On the occasion were SAC vice-chairman Deputy Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services
Commander-in-Chief (Army) Vice Senior General Soe Win, SAC members General Mya Tun Oo,
Lt-Gen Moe Myint Tun and Lt-Gen Yar Pyae, RCSS’s secretary-1 Sao Sai Ngin and Central
Executive Committee member Sao Saung Han.

The RCSS’s peace delegation will hold peace talks with the Peace Talks Team and the National
Solidarity and Peacemaking Negotiation Committee formed with Council members by the SAC.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/sac-chairman-holds-2nd-meeting-with-rcsss-peace-
delegation

Armed Groups Preparing For Second Meeting With Coup Leader

By Network Media Group Tuesday, August 30, 2022

Three ethnic armed groups that signed the failed Nationwide
Ceasefire Agreement (NCA) with the government are
preparing to meet Min Aung Hlaing for a second round of so-
called peace talks in Naypyidaw.

Col Saw Kyaw Nyunt, spokesperson for the Karen National
Union/Karen National Liberation Army — Peace Council and
the Peace Process Steering Team, told NMG that his group,
the Democratic Karen Benevolent Army and the New Mon State Party will jointly meet with the
junta leader in the Southeast Asian nation’s capital.

“We’ve not yet received a schedule, so we cannot say when we’ll attend the meeting in
Naypyidaw, nor do we know what’ll be on the agenda,” he said.

State Administration Council (SAC) chairman Min Aung Hlaing said during a meeting that if the
NCA groups want to continue bearing arms, they can either join the military’s Border Guard
Force or directly enlist with the Burma Army (BA).

“We’ve signed the NCA to start a political dialogue...We'll keep our weapons and try to bring
peace to our country,” Saw Kyaw Nyunt said. For the past five years, “we’ve worked together in
this process to solve political problems through dialogue...As | understand it, the chairman of
SAC has expressed his desire and opinion.”

So far, ten groups have participated in a meeting with the coup leader. The others include the
Shan State Progress Party (SSPP) and the Restoration Council of Shan State. Of these groups,
only the SSPP has recently fought with the BA.
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The Arakan Liberation Party, Lahu Democratic Union and Pa-O National Liberation Organisation
met with Min Aung Hlaing and the National Solidarity and Peace Negotiation Committee from
22 to 26 August. The United Wa State Party, the National Democratic Alliance Army and the
Shan State Progress Party also plan to meet with him for a second time in the future.

https://www.nmg-news.net/2022/08/30/20748

“Sooner or later there will be a political meeting and discussion,” says Colonel Saw Kyaw
Nyunt

monnews | 30 August 2022

The Mon News Agency recently interviewed the Karen National
Union/Karen National Liberation Army-Peace Council
(KNU/KNLA-PC), spokesperson Colonel Saw Kyaw Nyunt, who
shared thoughts on peace discussions with the State
Administrative Council (SAC).

a 1 a The following is an edited version of that interview
Question : For its second attempt, which groups will KNU/KNLA-PC discuss peace with?

Answer : The New Mon State Party, DKBA, KNU/KNLA/PC have already been notified. For the
second time, this is the kind of meeting that has been arranged. If the actual dates are
confirmed, they will be notified a week in advance.

Question : Did they inform you of what will be discussed in the invitation?

Answer : There has been nothing to that effect in this letter yet. However, we have information
that we want to discuss and that we have to plan for in advance. It has nothing to do with the
Peace Process Steering Team (PPST). This is just for the three groups. In the past, each group
was invited, but this time we sent a notice in advance, and we are three groups: Mon, DKBA,
and PC. They sent their invitation to these three groups in one letter, so it can be understood
that these 3 groups will meet later.

Question : If so, could there be a PPST group meeting?

Answer : We hope so. | hope that we have issues related to the entire Union. In order to
overcome the crisis and difficulties of this country, these are issues related to the whole
country, and that’s why we meet like this. We also hope for a meaningful political dialogue
involving all the participants based on the original three National Ceasefire Agreement (NCA)
principles of the PPST. We are working hard to achieve such a scenario

Question : What kind of situation did General Saw Mu Tu Sai Po take over as PPST’s leading
patron?
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Answer : Regardless of the situation and after the last Summit, the composition of our PPST
has changed a little. Rather than the 10 groups like before, with 7 plus 3 we have regrouped....
Before when General Saw Mutusi Po, had been leading the PPST we recognized he brought
many successes. Given our current political situation, we are trying to overcome many
difficulties. We have made the PPST the steering committee, with 5 leaders and our collective
leadership plus a leading patron which we did not have before. As a traditional ethnic leader,
with experience, and with the whole of the PPST, we hope to continue to guide and lead with
vision for the journey ahead. The agreement to take charge as the leading patron of the PPST
has been confirmed by General Saw Mutusi Po himself, who accepted our offer and now is in
charge of the leadership of PPST.

Question : Don’t you offer General Yew Sis too?

Answer : We made an offer to both of these leaders. This is because both acted as a team
during the last PPST incident. Father Saw Mutusi Po has agreed to serve as the lead patron of
PPST with the right to make his own individual and personal decisions. As for General Yew Sis,
and due to the nature of his organization, his historical background, as well as his geographical
situation, he does have the conditions to serve as a leading patron. However, if the PPST
meetings can be given the necessary conditions, they have said that they will provide all-round
assistance.

Question : Colonel, do you have anything to say about the current peace talks?

Answer : As for the scenario of where the next 3 groups will go, there is not much
encouragement. By meeting one group at a time, we can try to create a scenario where 3
groups can meet together. In any case, as PPST, which is facing the current crisis and difficulties,
we believe that there will be a political meeting and discussion at one point or another. | would
like to say the same thing about the PPST’s efforts.

https://monnews.org/2022/08/30/sooner-or-later-there-will-be-a-political-meeting-and-
discussion-says-colonel-saw-kyaw-nyunt/

Myanmar Junta Imposes New Restrictions on Political Parties
By THE IRRAWADDY | 30 August 2022

Myanmar’s regime has introduced further restrictions on political parties after it barred them
from speaking with international organizations or foreigners without permission from the
junta’s electoral body.

On August 11, the junta’s Union Election Commission (UEC) issued a notice requiring political
parties to seek its approval before meeting foreign organizations and individuals. Last week it
required foreign organizations to report to the regime’s foreign ministry through their
embassies if they are to meet a political party in Myanmar.
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The UEC said it will act based on the response of the foreign ministry. Such a restriction is
unprecedented in the history of Myanmar’s electoral bodies.

In its August 11 notice, the UEC accused foreign embassies, international NGOs and affiliated
domestic organizations of having intervened in the 2020 general election which the regime said
was marred by massive electoral fraud.

Citing Articles 407(c) and 408 of the military-drafted 2008 Constitution, and Article 6(f) of the
Political Parties Registration Law, the UEC has warned that any parties failing to follow its
August 11 instruction face dissolution.

The articles say a party will have its registration revoked “if it directly or indirectly receives and
expends financial, material and other assistance from a foreign government, a religious
association, other association or a person from a foreign country”.

More restrictions are expected in the Political Parties Registration Law which the regime has
been amending as it prepares for an election next year.

Proportional representation (PR) will be introduced, replacing the first-past-the-post system
under which the National League for Democracy (NLD) secured landslides in the 2015 and 2020
general elections. PR will supposedly make sure there is no landslide by a single party.

The NLD won more than 71 percent of the popular vote, more than enough to form a
government alone, in 2020, Myanmar’s military seized power and canceled the election results,
citing alleged electoral fraud. The NLD says it does not recognize the electoral body of the junta,
which seized power unfairly.

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken earlier this month urged the international community to
reject the regime’s “sham elections” planned for next year, saying they would be neither free
nor fair.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-imposes-new-restrictions-on-
political-parties.html

Justice denied as regime targets activists’ lawyers
AUGUST 30, 2022 | By FRONTIER

A vindictive junta is further undermining rule of law by cracking down on lawyers who
represent victims of political persecution. Some of them now face the prospect of lengthy
prison terms just for doing their jobs.

Yangon lawyer Ko Tun Tun Win* never thought he’d be at risk of arrest because of his career,
but that changed after the coup when he began taking on pro bono work for arrested activists.
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F Lawyers protest against the military shortly after the
coup in February of last year. (Frontier)

“1 only know how to be a lawyer, that’s why | chose to

work for free on behalf of detained activists,” said Tun
Tun Win, who is in his mid-30s and has been practising
for 15 years. “I've been successful in my career and my
parents are proud of my work as a lawyer,” he

told Frontier on August 11.

The relentless persecution of activists and ordinary citizens who oppose the coup has coincided
with a stream of arrests of the people who try to defend them in what passes for a legal system
under the junta.

Lawyers such as Tun Tun Win now live in fear of being arrested by the military at all times.

“My family and | feel insecure. | have to be prepared to be arrested by the military,” he
said. “Sometimes | see police trucks near my home and | think they are coming to arrest me.”

The arrests of lawyers began in April 2021, just two months after the coup, generally targeting
those defending protest leaders or members of the ousted National League for Democracy
government.

“The military made these arrests on purpose. They want to create fear among lawyers who are
defending political prisoners,” said Mandalay-based lawyer Ko Myint Tun*.

Lawyers defending detained activists and politicians are usually charged with incitement under
section 505A of the Penal Code, for which the maximum penalty is three years’ imprisonment.
The charge has emerged as the junta’s preferred catch-all form of legal persecution since the
coup. Radio Free Asia reported that 27 lawyers have been detained since the coup, including
some of the nation’s best-known lawyers, some of whom are facing even more serious charges.

Among them is Daw Ywet Nu Aung, who rose to prominence for defending the victim’s family in
the notorious “Victoria” child rape case in Nay Pyi Taw in 2019, and for representing Myanmar
Now Editor-in-Chief Ko Swe Win in a defamation case brought by supporters of extremist
Buddhist nationalist monk, U Wirathu, in 2017.

Ywet Nu Aung was a member of the legal team representing ousted Mandalay Region chief
minister Dr Zaw Myint Maung and other NLD leaders when she was arrested in late April and
charged under section 50(j) of the Counter-Terrorism Law. She was accused of funding People’s
Defence Forces and faces a possible life sentence.

“She was arrested on April 27 when she returned from Obo Prison during the trial of Dr Zaw
Myint Maung,” a lawyer close to her told Frontier. Many lawyers are arrested while attending
trials at special courts inside prisons, adding another layer of intimidation to the legal
proceedings.
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Activist Wai Moe Naing speaks to protesters during
a mass peaceful demonstration in March 2021, prior
to his arrest. (Handout/AFP)

Left without representation

On June 29, lawyer U Tin Win Aung, who had
defended prominent Monywa protest leader Ko Wai
Moe Naing, was arrested at Obo Prison along with
lawyers U Thuta and Daw Thae Su Naing, who were
defending other clients. The lawyers had been attending trials in a special court in the prison.

Tin Win Aung suffered multiple injuries in the interrogation that followed his arrest, including a
broken arm, sources close to him told Myanmar Now.

Mandalay lawyer Myint Tun told Frontier that fellow lawyers U Thuta and Thae Sun Naing were
also beaten during interrogation. “They suffered a lot of injuries,” he said, adding, “it is
dangerous for lawyers to defend prominent politicians.”

Myint Tun believes U Thuta and Thae Sun Naing are likely to be charged under the Counter-
Terrorism Law or section 505A. “The military prosecutes arrested lawyers under whatever
section they like. If they want to arrest us, they can arrest us at any time,” he said.

Initially, prominent lawyer U Moe Zaw Tun, who had been defending Sagaing Region chief
minister and NLD central executive committee member Myint Naing, considered taking on Wai
Moe Naing’s case. He decided against it after hearing rumours it would lead to his arrest, but
was detained anyway on June 20.

“When my son was arrested, we hired lawyers in Monywa. While they were preparing to
handle the case, they received information that they were at risk of being arrested. There were
no other lawyers in Monywa who would handle my son’s case,” Daw Moe Sandar Kyu

told Frontier.

Wai Moe Naing’s family then turned to Tin Win Aung and another Mandalay lawyer. But after
Tin Win Aung was arrested in late June, his family let the other lawyer go, fearing he would also
be arrested. They did not seek new representation.

“We were worried about the possibility of arrest if we engaged another lawyer; we didn’t want
to cause trouble for others,” Moe Sandar Kyu said. “When the hearings began against Wai Moe
Naing in the prison court, he didn’t have a lawyer.”

On August 10, Wai Moe Naing was sentenced to 10 years’ imprisonment after being convicted
of five counts of incitement under section 505A. Wai Moe Naing is facing a host of other
allegations, for which there is little evidence, including murder, abduction and robbery. The
most serious charges stem from his alleged involvement in the death of a policeman and
abduction of a military informant in Monywa in 2021.
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“My son didn’t commit these crimes. He was not in the area at the times they were
committed,” Moe Sandar Kyu said. “I am very concerned about the murder charge. | want
justice for my son,” she said.

Moe Sandar Kyu said it was stressful to have to rely on lawyers defending other cases at the
court in Monywa Prison to communicate with her son.

Tun Tun Win, the Yangon-based lawyer, said the military council should not be vindictive
towards lawyers defending political cases.

“If there is a case, it is the defendant’s right to hire a lawyer. The military should stop arresting
lawyers for no reason,” he said.

“Many lawyers are afraid to handle the cases of detained activists,” said Myint Tun. “The
military does not want lawyers defending activists,” he added.

A police officer stands guard outside of Insein
Prison. (Frontier)

‘There are no fair verdicts’

Ko Kyaw Kyaw Oo,* a member of a legal team in
Mandalay Region that has been defending a
prominent politician, told Frontier on August 9
that lawyers defending politicians in the special
prison courts established after the coup know
they are being monitored.

“Intelligence officers are monitoring what we do at court, including recording the questions we
put to witnesses,” he said.

“We need to be very careful when we ask questions,” he added. Kyaw Kyaw Oo declined to
reveal the name of his client for his own safety.

Tun Tun Win said that, in addition, prison officers, police and even some judges are also now
monitoring lawyers in prison courts.

“When defending the charges, the questions available to us are limited,” Tun Tun Win said,
adding “hiring a lawyer does not give defendants the right to a defence.”

Sometimes the limits imposed on defence lawyers like Tun Tun Win are explicit; after one
hearing he was approached and warned by officials not to ask certain questions again. Further
details of the case and the warnings Tun Tun Win was given have been withheld to protect his
anonymity.

Lawyers say that judges in the special prison courts are also under scrutiny; many believe
judges are unable to independently determine verdicts because they are decided for them in
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advance by junta officials. Lawyers told Frontier that in every case they had observed, activists
were found guilty and sentenced regardless of the evidence or lack thereof.

“The judge is the most powerful person in the courtroom, but even they are being watched,”
Tun Tun Win said, claiming there are “no fair judgments”.

“If it’s a case involving an activist or a politician, they will definitely be jailed. We know in
advance that anyone charged under section 505A or section 17-1 [of the Unlawful Associations
Act] will receive a three-year jail sentence,” he added, noting that this was based on his
experience of recent sentencing.

Kyaw Kyaw Oo agreed that lawyers defending political cases have no hope of securing an
acquittal for their client.

“No matter what you do, you will lose. On the other hand, if you ask the wrong question, you
yourself will be arrested. This is why more and more lawyers are avoiding political cases,” he
said.

There do seem to be some rare exceptions. In July, Daily Eleven reported that Daw Nwe Nwe
Aung, chair of the NLD’s Mawlamyine Township chapter in Mon State, had been acquitted on
counter-terrorism charges and released after nearly eight months in prison. In June, the
Myitkyina Township Court acquitted Dr M Kawn La, chair of the Kachin National Congress, of a
charge of incitement under section under 505A, according to DVB.

Relatives wait in front of Insein Prison ahead of a mass
prisoner release in June 2021. (AFP)

‘Lawyers are messengers for us’

Given prison sentences are virtually guaranteed for
political defendants, even with the best legal
representation possible, activists and lawyers have
another theory for the motivation behind the
crackdown.

“All the detained activists know that even if we hire a lawyer, we will definitely receive a prison
sentence. Every political prisoner knows that,” said Ko Maung Myat Thu, a member of the
University of Yangon Students’ Union. “But lawyers are the only outsiders we have access to
and to whom we can tell everything about what’s happening in prison. That’s why we hire
lawyers. Lawyers are messengers for us.”

Kaung Myat Thu said lawyers may be arrested to prevent them from passing on information to
family members and the media about conditions in prisons and the special courts. He was
arrested in March last year for protesting the coup and released in a mass pardon in June of
that same year.
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Kaung Myat Thu said political prisoners were denied visits by family members, who were also
unable to attend hearings at prison courts.

“If we are being beaten or tortured in prison, lawyers can speak out about everything we face
in jail,” said Kaung Myat Thu, who was charged under section 505A after his arrest and
sentenced at a special court in Insein Prison.

Tun Tun Win agreed that the military council was targeting lawyers because of what they were
told by clients about abuses in prisons.

“Only a lawyer can tell the media about the prison courts and the conditions for political
prisoners in prisons,” he said. “But the military does not want lawyers to leak that information.
That’s why they targeted us.”

*Denotes use of pseudonym upon request for safety reasons

https://www.frontiermyanmar.net/en/justice-denied-as-regime-targets-activists-lawyers/
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