PEACE Info (August 23, 2022)
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Myanmar Junta Detains Four Resistance Fighters, Kills Two in Yangon Raid
By THE IRRAWADDY | 23 August 2022

Despite the junta’s escalating crackdowns on opponents of its rule, anti-regime protesters
continue to stage flash mob protests in Yangon and resistance fighters have stepped up
their attacks on regime targets including junta bases, military convoys, security outposts and
administrative offices.

On Aug. 9, two resistance fighters from the urban guerilla resistance group Burmese Ranger
Army-Local Defense Force (BRA-LDF) were killed when around 30 junta troops raided a safe
house of the group on the outskirts of Yangon. Following an exchange of gunfire, six group
members were captured, and two of these were then shot dead after being detained.

There were nine resistance fighters at the safe house at the time of the raid, and three
managed to escape the raid.

One of those who escaped told The Irrawaddy: “We were outnumbered and outgunned by
them. Despite our defense, six of our colleagues were captured. And [among these], two
injured colleagues were shot dead in the house.”

“I was also injured in my leg, but two comrades helped me run through the escape route,”
he added.

Guns, ammunition and cash were also seized during the raid. There were also reports that
the four resistance fighters detained by the junta later died in interrogation. The Irrawaddy
could not independently verify those reports.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-detains-four-resistance-fighters-

kills-two-in-yangon-raid.html

Six killed in attack on junta targets in Yangon’s Twante Township

An urban guerrilla group claimed responsibility for the killings, which come just days after
reports of two other assassinations in the Yangon area

Han Thit | Published on Aug 23, 2022

o - A

= The vehicle that was attacked by anti-regime guerrillas in
Yangon Region’s Twante Township on August 22 (Supplied)

Four regime-appointed administrators and an alleged military
informant were shot dead by an urban guerrilla group in

Yangon Region’s Twante Township on Monday.
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According to a spokesperson for the group that claimed responsibility for the attack, the
driver of the vehicle that the four administrators were riding in was also killed.

A fifth administrator survived the attack, which took place near the village of Zee Phyu
Khone on Monday afternoon, he added.

The victims were identified as village administrator Khin Nyunt, 100-household
administrators Aye Myint, Win Zaw, and Than Htay, and alleged informant Bo Bo, who was
travelling with the group on a motorbike.

The name of the driver was not available at the time of reporting.

The spokesperson said that the Twante-based guerrilla group had received information from
an inside source about a planned meeting of the five administrators, including the route
that they would be taking back to the village after it was over.

They were also informed that Bo Bo, who was said to be “helping the regime’s
administration,” would be present at the meeting, he added.

There have been 30 junta troops stationed in Zee Phyu Kone since last year, when they
reportedly rampaged through the village during a crackdown on anti-coup protests.

The guerrilla group accused the administrators of helping the military to arrest protesters by
informing on them to junta authorities. They have also been involved in sealing the homes
of protest leaders, the group’s spokesperson said.

Myanmar’s military authorities did not respond to Myanmar Now’s requests for comment
on the incident.

Meanwhile, there was also an attack on Yangon’s Insein Prison at around 4am on Monday,
according to a police source. At least one staff member was injured when unknown
assailants fired a 40mm grenade launcher at the prison, the source said.

These incidents come just days after two alleged informants were killed in Twante and
Thanlyin townships over the weekend. A 100-household administrator from Yangon’s North
Okkalapa Township was also shot on Saturday, but survived the attack.

There have also been a number of explosions in the city in recent days. According to a
member of the Yangon Urban Guerrillas Association, a junta court and an electricity office in
East Dagon Township were among the targets.

More than a year and a half after the February 2021 coup, resistance forces in Myanmar’s
urban centres continue to carry out assassinations against soldiers, administrators, and
others accused of helping to prop up the regime.
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In a speech delivered on August 1, junta leader Min Aung Hlaing said that there have been
more than 2,000 such incidents in Yangon alone since the coup.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/six-killed-in-attack-on-junta-targets-in-yangons-

twante-township

Striking Myanmar Police Officer Gets 26-Year Sentence
By THE IRRAWADDY | 23 August 2022

A police officer, who worked on police escorts for senior figures, has been sentenced to 26
years in prison for joining the civil disobedience movement (CDM), a source told The
Irrawaddy.

Lance Corporal Han Lin Myint from the counterterrorism unit joined the CDM in March last
year and protested following the Feb. 1 coup. Around the end of May last year, he was
detained in a raid in Thingangyun Township, Yangon, and charged with high treason.

He was sentenced to 20 years by the Yangon Eastern District Court in May this year. He was
handed later three more years for incitement under Article 505(a) of the Penal Code by
Thingangyun Township Court and another three years for violating police discipline.

A source said: “We are proud of him. Others are also making sacrifices. But it is too much to

III

imprison him for high treason when he only joined the CDM. We will appea

Relatives appealed to Yangon High Court on August 17 against the 20-year sentence but it
was rejected.

Ko Han Lin Myint is being held in Insein Prison and is on medication for stomach problems.
One of his ribs was broken during interrogation.

He served for around five years, including in the counterterrorism unit and escorted trips by
vice-presidents and state-level officials and provided security when State Counselor Daw
Aung San Suu Kyi visited the construction of the Yangon-Dala Bridge, according to a source.

He was part of the escort when then Vice-President U Myint Swe, who is now the junta’s
acting president, visited Kachin State in late January 2021 just before the Feb. 1 coup. He
and other personnel had to stay with the military in Kachin State due to the coup.

The civilian National Unity Government reported in April this year that 2,973 police officers
have joined the CDM, including two majors.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/striking-myanmar-police-officer-gets-26-year-

sentence.html
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In Myanmar’s heartland, hatred of the military deepens after a village’s destruction

The devastating attack on Yin Paung Taing in Sagaing Region has left a permanent scar on
those who lived through it

Myanmar Now | Published on Aug 23, 2022

ugust 11 was a market day in Yin Paung Taing, so the village of nearly 1,000 households,
located in Sagaing Region’s Yinmabin Township, was bustling with residents and visitors. The
fact that it was also a full-moon day meant that it was even busier than usual.

It was around 3pm that day that Daw Win*, a vendor who sold deep-fried snacks from a
stall next to a local teashop, and her 14-year-old daughter first noticed three military aircraft
flying over the village. Moments later, the airstrikes began.

This sent everyone scattering in all directions. Then, as chaos reigned, some 60 junta troops
arrived by helicopter in the eastern part of the village. Dressed in sports pants and t-shirts,
the only thing that identified them as soldiers was their combat helmets and guns, which
they fired indiscriminately in all directions.

Daw Win and her daughter were ordered to lie face down on the ground. It was from this
vantage point that they witnessed the killing spree as it unfolded.

Almost immediately, they saw one person fall: a 17-year-old boy named Thaw Bhone Naing,
shot dead by rampaging regime forces during a massacre that would claim at least 18 more
lives before it was all over.

Among the victims were three elderly villagers between the ages of 70 and 83 and a 10-
year-old girl named Khin Khine Win. Only four known resistance fighters, including two from
Chin State, were confirmed among the dead.

By the time the soldiers left three days later, the village looked like a slaughterhouse. Daw
Win said she personally witnessed five killings in all.

“They just shot at everything that moved, including cows, horses and dogs. Nobody and
nothing was spared—Ileast of all people,” she said.

I The majority of Yin Paung Taing's inhabitants are

farmers (Supplied)
Sworn enemies

According to resistance sources based in the area, the
likely target of the attack on Yin Paung Taing was a
group of 60-80 anti-regime fighters from Chin State who
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had stopped in the village that afternoon as they were passing through.

Until last year’s coup, southern Sagaing Region had been largely free of the sort of conflict
that has long beset Myanmar’s border regions, where ethnic minorities such as the Chin
have suffered under decades of military oppression. Now, however, even the majority
Bamar in the country’s heartland have turned against the military, making many of them
sworn enemies of a murderous regime desperately clinging to power.

All but 5,000 of the nearly 19,000 homes that have been torched by junta forces since the
coup have been in Sagaing, according to monitor group Data for Myanmar. Throughout
Sagaing and neighbouring Magway Region (which has seen more than 3,000 houses
destroyed by fire over the past year), the military has wreaked vengeance on those who
have dared to challenge its right to rule.

A map showing the location of Yin Paung Taing
/jf} : in southern Sagaing Region

| y The coup regime has also used its air supremacy
2 : to punish the people of Sagaing. As in Yin Paung
6 Taing, the junta has deployed military aircraft

/smme not only to carry out indiscriminate bombing,
; e J but also to transport troops into increasingly
: hostile territory.

)
J
(0 voao
Ve Once they are on the ground, these forces
' cause as much damage as they can. But before
they can start destroying property, they must hunt down anyone seen as a potential threat.
This means that most men who are unable to escape are either killed on sight or detained,

tortured, and later murdered.

The relatively young are at especially high risk. In Yin Paung Taing, 24-year-old Nyein Thu
Aung was one of those shot simply for being in the wrong place at the wrong time.

They just shot at everything that moved, including cows, horses and dogs. Nobody and
nothing was spared—least of all people

According to Daw Win, he was just metres away from her stall when junta troops opened
fire on him.

“We tried to tell the soldiers that he was just buying snacks from my shop, but they
wouldn’t listen. Two soldiers shot him at the same time,” she said.

Before he died, Nyein Thu Aung asked Daw Win’s daughter for some water. But she didn’t
dare move. She and her mother remained motionless, fearing that they would be next if
they did anything to help the dying young man.
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“He was in agony,” she said, her voice trailing off as she recalled his final moments. “He died
soon after that, just a short distance from my shop.”

Killing in cold blood

After this, the soldiers started herding people at gunpoint into the teashop near Daw Win’s
stall. From there, they were moved into the ordination hall at the local Buddhist monastery,
where they could all be gathered in one place.

Still in shock at what she had seen, Daw Win’s daughter was trembling so much that she
could hardly move. But her mother, terrified at the thought of what would happen if they
didn’t obey the soldiers’ orders, made sure they both made their way to the ordination hall,
which was full of old people, women, and children. Daw Win was overjoyed to find that her
two other children—her 17-year-old daughter and 12-year-old son—were among them.

It was while she was there that Daw Win watched in horror as another young man was
killed. The victim, who was in his 20s, pleaded for his life, saying that he wasn’t even from
Yin Paung Taing. But far from helping him, this information only triggered an even more
brutal response from his captors, who kicked and punched him repeatedly, before finally
beating him to death with a mallet used for ringing pagoda bells.

“They hit him twice with the mallet. Blood spewed out of his mouth, and after the second
blow, he just stopped moving,” Daw Win recalled.

Another man met a similarly brutal end after it was discovered that he had a tattoo of
Myanmar’s ousted state counsellor, Aung San Suu Kyi, on his back. He was paraded in front
of the other captives, who were asked if they knew who the person depicted in the tattoo
was. When some answered that it was “Amay Suu”, or Mother Suu, the soldiers were
furious.

“Once they heard the response, they called the man over and asked him if he loved his
mother that much,” said Daw Win. “They kicked him in the back, and then they took him
behind the teashop and shot him.”

The fifth murder that Daw Win witnessed was that of a 45-year-old mentally disabled man
named Pwa Gyi, who was well-loved by locals. He had been captured during the raid and
was bound with ropes and had a bloodied mouth when he was brought out to be identified
by the other villagers.

They told the soldiers who he was and begged them to spare his life, but they insisted that
he was an informer for the resistance. They took him to a tamarind tree near the teashop
and shot him dead, according to Daw Win.

“After they killed him, they took his body to my shop and left there,” she said.
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A pagoda structure that was hit during the air raid
on Yin Paung Taing (Supplied)

Fleeing barefoot

During the three-day siege, the captured villagers
were not allowed to leave the ordination hall.

“They wouldn’t let us go anywhere, even to the

latrine. We had to relieve ourselves just outside
the hall,” said Daw Win.

Throughout their ordeal, the captives continued to hear the sound of gunshots, signalling
that more people were being killed elsewhere in the village.

When the soldiers finally left on August 14, they took around 30 men with them, as human
shields and porters.

“They made them carry their weapons and other things. There was a soldier on either side
of each villager,” said Daw Win, describing what she could see from the ordination hall as
the junta troops left with their hostages.

After the soldiers left, the sound of aircraft returned, raising fears that the military was
about to wipe out the village with another aerial assault. Jets engines roared just overhead.

In the end, however, there were no more airstrikes. The villagers emerged, relieved as the
sound of the jets faded after a few minutes. But relief soon gave way to fear again as the
horror of what they had lived through began to sink in.

Not even bothering to put shoes on their feet, Daw Win and her children fled from the place
where they had been penned in like animals, not knowing from one day to the next what
horrific fate might await them.

“We just ran barefoot towards the west of the village,” said Daw Win, describing her urgent
need to distance herself from the worst experience of her life.

But physically fleeing Yin Paung Taing was much easier than leaving behind their memories
of what had happened there.

With her own trauma still fresh in her mind, Daw Win also had to deal with her daughter’s
struggle to cope with what she had seen.

“She barely eats now. That boy was shot dead right in front of her and she is still frightened
by the incident,” said Daw Win, speaking to Myanmar Now on August 17.

Page 9 of 76



Anti-coup protesters take part in a demonstration in
Yinmabin Township in an undated picture (Supplied)

No longer liveable

Soon after the occupation of the village ended, Daw
Win’s husband, Soe Win*, managed to track her down.
He had been at a friend’s house when the air raid

began and was able to escape before the soldiers

arrived.

After reuniting with his family, he took them to a safe place and returned to a location near
Yin Paung Taing. While there, he spoke to Myanmar Now about his own experience.

They have decided that Yin Paung Taing is a ‘rebel village’, so they want us to know that
they can come again anytime they please

At first, he said, he and his friend thought the planes were just passing over Yin Paung Taing.
But when the airstrikes began, he immediately hid under a bed and spent the next hour
there until the bombing stopped.

But even before the aerial attack was completely over, the sound of heavy gunfire filled the
air. He knew then that it was time to run.

“We weren’t able to look outside to see what was happening. But we could hear their
steady gunfire, which warned us they were coming,” he said.

He and about a dozen other villagers, including an elderly woman who had been injured by
the shelling, fled in the direction of the Yamar River, which flows near Yin Paung Taing. They
waded into the river, which was neck-deep in some places, and made their way downstream
for about half an hour. But at some point, Soe Win lost his footing and nearly drowned. He
lost consciousness, and regained it only after he was rescued.

“I was very lucky | didn’t die,” he said.

But everything he had on him, including his money and his phone, was lost. For the next
three days, all he and the others could do was hide and wait for the soldiers to leave.

Dead animals were scattered around Yin Paung Taing
after the junta troops left on August 14 (Supplied)

On August 14, when they received word that the
occupation of Yin Paung Taing had ended, a few of
them, including Soe Win, formed a small group to
check on the situation. When they returned, they were
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shocked by what they saw.

“It was devastating. Some houses were torn apart by the shelling, and some had been
burned down. And there were dead animals and dead people all over the place,” he said.

The smell of rotting flesh was overwhelming, and the village no longer seemed liveable. But

Soe Win and some others, including residents of nearby villages, began the difficult work of

trying to clean up and rebuild Yin Paung Taing, despite fears that the military could return at
any time and lay waste to it all over again.

If I had a brother who was a soldier, | would kill him and gouge his eyes out

Some, including Daw Win, have decided that they are in no hurry to return to their homes in
a village that will never be the same.

“They have decided that Yin Paung Taing is a ‘rebel village’, so they want us to know that
they can come again anytime they please,” she said.

Still struggling to make sense of it all, she knows only that her hatred of the military is now
absolute.

“If | had a brother who was a soldier, | would kill him and gouge his eyes out,” she said.
“We cannot and must not lose to them.”
*Sources’ names have been changed for their protection.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/in-myanmars-heartland-hatred-of-the-military-

deepens-after-a-villages-destruction

Thirty Myanmar Regime Troops Reportedly Killed in Sagaing Clashes
By THE IRRAWADDY | 23 August 2022

Around 30 Myanmar junta soldiers were reportedly killed on Monday during a clash in
Sagaing Region’s Katha Township with fighters from People’s Defense Forces (PDF) and the
Kachin Independence Army (KIA).

On early Monday, the combined force of the KIA and PDFs attacked over 50 regime troops
deployed at Bant Bway Village located on the eastern banks of the Irrawaddy River,
according to Katha-PDF.

The junta troops were travelling along the banks of the river as an escort for a military
flotilla of six motorboats reportedly transporting food, weapons and ammunition from
Mandalay Region to Kachin State in northern Myanmar.
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The same flotilla was also attacked twice last week by the KIA and PDFs in Katha Township,
while it was being escorted by both jets and soldiers on foot.

During two hours of fighting on Monday, the Myanmar military called in artillery strikes
from Battalion 309 based in Katha Town and airstrikes from jet fighters.

A Katha-PDF official told the Irrawaddy on Tuesday that five flights were conducted by two
regime jets, during which nine bombs were dropped on resistance targets.

However, all the KIA and PDF fighters managed to escape, having been tipped off in advance
about the possibility of junta airstrikes.

Katha-PDF said also that many regime troops were killed when the junta jets mistakenly
bombed their own forces in Bant Bway Village.

Citing local witnesses, Katha-PDF said that a military barge retrieved the bodies of dead and
wounded soldiers from the village, claiming that around 30 junta soldiers were killed in the
battle. Four resistance fighters suffered minor injuries.

However, The Irrawaddy was unable to confirm the military casualties independently.

On the previous Saturday, two firefights between regime forces and the combined KIA and
PDF fighters took place on the Indaw-Kyaung Gone Road in neighboring Indaw Township in
Sagaing, according to Indaw Revolution-IR, the media wing of Indaw-PDF.

The group said six junta soldiers and four resistance fighters were killed in the clashes.

Currently, regime forces are facing near-daily attacks from PDFs and ethnic armed
organizations across the country.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/thirty-myanmar-regime-troops-reportedly-killed-

in-sagaing-clashes.html

Burma Army Kills Four Civilians In Sagaing Region

23rd August 2022

The Kachin Independence Army (KIA) and
People’s Defence Forces (PDFs) killed
scores of Burma Army (BA) soldiers
occupying a village in Katha Township on
Monday, after which the regime retaliated
by torching homes and jet bombing the

area in Sagaing Region.
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BA soldiers have been staying in people’s homes and the Buddhist monastery in Bang Bwe
since Friday. The residents, who were warned of the approaching soldiers, were all able to
escape unharmed before arriving at their village in the Kyauk Htong Gyi area.

According to a Katha PDF officer, two fighter jets dropped five bombs around Bang Bwe at
11am, two hours after his soldiers and the KIA and Kyauk Htong Gyi PDF had attacked for
three hours. Four PDF fighters suffered minor injuries in the clash.

"The BA sent about 40 soldiers from Katha town to support their soldiers at the scene of the
clash, and they began burning people’s houses after they arrived. Many witnessed huge
clouds of smoke rising from the village. They burnt down many houses in the village.”

BA Light Infantry Battalion (LIB) 309 shelled Bang Bwe with artillery from Katha town, but
none of the shells hit the village, according to a local who wished to remain anonymous.
Three shells, however, landed in nearby Thit Phyu, killing four people, he said.

LIB 309 and Infantry Battalion 121 have been aggressively patrolling east and west of the
Irrawaddy River in the township since early August. About a fortnight ago, the KIA and the
PDF attacked six flotillas carrying troops, weapons, equipment and food on the river from
Mandalay to Bhamo.

https://kachinnews.com/2022/08/23/burma-army-kills-four-civilians-in-sagaing-region/

It’s Time to Help Myanmar’s Resistance Prevail
By SCOT MARCIEL | 23 August 2022

The international community can be divided into three camps in dealing with Myanmar’s
brutal coup regime. One consists of a shameless group that includes Russia, China and India
that supports the junta and, in the case of Russia and China, supplies weapons to further
their own narrow national interests. A second is a divided ASEAN (the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations) that cobbled together and continues to promote the so-called
Five-Point Consensus, an incoherent initiative that was dead on arrival more than a year
ago. The third is the West, which has imposed sanctions, offered humanitarian aid and
taken a strong rhetorical position opposing the coup, yet criticizes armed resistance and
avoids bold action, favoring instead the cautious, ineffectual path of supporting ASEAN’s
failed plan.

Such is the international picture as Myanmar’s junta wages unrestrained warfare on its own
public in a desperate attempt to hold onto power. The people of Myanmar ask with growing
frustration why the international community isn’t doing more to help them. It’s an appalling
situation, with the military’s brutality, hunger for power and economic incompetence
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responsible for thousands of deaths and arrests and widespread destruction—not to
mention massive instability, an economy on the precipice and a horrific humanitarian crisis.

There is no end in sight.

Myanmar’s future will be determined largely by what happens inside the country, but the
international response matters and could be critical in the runup to rigged elections next
year that the junta hopes will legitimize its rule. During that period, one can expect the
Myanmar military to continue trying to cow the population into submission with
indiscriminate violence and terror while it prosecutes—if not murders—its political
opponents. The National Unity Government (NUG) and the diverse Myanmar resistance, in
turn, will no doubt continue their struggle, hoping to win more international support and
sufficiently weaken the junta so that it looks for an exit.

On balance, the net impact of the international community’s efforts to date has been
neutral. The substance of China, India and Russia’s support for the junta, including arms,
has balanced the rhetoric, moral outrage toward the junta and public support of much of
the rest of the world for the Myanmar people. If this trend continues, it is possible, if not
probable, that the regime will succeed in using next year’s sham elections to gain some
international legitimacy, likely extending its reign of brutality. Either way, the Myanmar
people will continue to suffer and ask why the world—particularly the West—is so willing to
help Ukraine but not assist them against a force that is every bit as brutal and evil as Putin’s
invading army.

The need to back a national uprising

It is time for the West, led by the United States and ideally joined by at least a few ASEAN
members disgusted by the junta’s behavior, to step up its contribution with the express goal
of helping the resistance movement prevail.

The effort needs to start with a clear analysis and understanding of the situation inside the
country. This is not a typical power struggle between two rival political communities. It is a
national uprising against a hated, corrupt and bloodthirsty military that has waged war
against ethnic minority communities for decades, committed genocide against the Rohingya
population, and is now operating with a brutality and cruelty not seen in Southeast Asia
since the Khmer Rouge.

ASEAN’s Five-Point Consensus to promote dialogue and end the violence was doomed
because it failed to reflect this reality. There was never any chance that the military would
stop committing violence against the people, nor was there ever any hope that the ASEAN
special envoy (or anyone else) would persuade Senior General Min Aung Hlaing and his
compatriots to be reasonable. It was impossible even to imagine a dialogue producing a
political compromise that would be acceptable to the Myanmar people, until and unless the
military felt under such duress that it was compelled to make dramatic concessions. The
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junta’s decision to execute four opposition actors on July 25—explicitly rejecting ASEAN’s
pleas—should make it crystal clear to all concerned that after 15 months of failure, the
ASEAN Five-Point Consensus is dead and should be given a proper burial

The only way for Myanmar to emerge from this crisis with any hope of peace and stability is
for the military to be forced out of power, or at least forced into a position of such weakness
that it seeks a face-saving departure from power to preserve itself. There is no other path.
The military’s bogus elections planned for 2023 aim only to transform Myanmar into a
single-party state, or what the junta refers to as “disciplined democracy.”

Bolder policies could help the resistance

Those members of the international community who care about the Myanmar people—or
at least want to see the country return to stability and the hope of progress—need to step
back, rethink their approach and pursue much bolder policies that increase the resistance’s
chance of success. Specifically, they should consider the following:

e Assuggested by Malaysia, formally scrap the ASEAN Five-Point Consensus, which at
this point is doing more harm than good by perpetuating the illusion that a viable
political process exists, which confers a degree of legitimacy on the junta.

e Sharply increase public and private engagement with the NUG and other key actors
who are active against the junta, including the critically important ethnic armed
organizations (EAOs) and leaders of the Civil Disobedience Movement (CDM).

e At least double the amount of assistance to civil society organizations supporting
core resistance groups, including the NUG, National Unity Consultative Council,
state-level consultative councils, local governance actors, civilian wings of ethnic
armed groups, strike committees, and CDM groups, among others.

e Find creative ways to provide funding for the NUG and allied groups, including funds
aimed at encouraging defections from the military.

e Significantly expand fellowship or other opportunities for resistance actors in the
United States, and bolster funding for education of Myanmar students in-country
(either online or via NUG or EAO-supported schools), in Thailand and India, and
elsewhere.

e Coordinate targeted sanctions by coup-opposing governments and devote the
resources needed to identify and, where possible, block or freeze the flow of funds
to the junta.

e The United States should reconsider joining EU sanctions on Myanmar Qil and Gas
Enterprise, which accounts for much of the junta’s revenue. Such sanctions pose a
supply problem for US ally Thailand, but a dedicated team should be seeking creative
ways to address the issue.
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e Stop all humanitarian assistance that goes through the junta. Instead, the UN
secretary-general should lead an international campaign to create humanitarian
assistance corridors via Thailand and India.

e Redouble efforts to pursue international legal action against the junta, including by
joining Gambia’s case at the International Court of Justice, which accuses Myanmar
of genocide against Rohingya.

e Finally, countries that host NUG offices should step up coordination and
cooperation, as former UK Ambassador to Myanmar Derek Tonkin has suggested.

In pursuing these steps, the international community should recognize that while the urgent
task is helping the resistance push the military out of power, even that will not be sufficient.
Myanmar will still face a monumental struggle to rebuild from the devastation of the past
18 months, to obtain accountability for current and past abuses, and perhaps more
importantly, to build trust between the country’s many ethnic minority groups—including
the Rohingya—and the majority people.

There is no guarantee that such a program supporting resistance and rebuilding will work.
Lots could go wrong. But it offers at least the possibility of success. So long as the military
remains in power, there is simply no hope for Myanmar.

Scot Marciel served as US ambassador to Myanmar from 2016-2020. He is the Oksenberg-
Rohlen Fellow at Stanford University’s Walter H. Shorenstein Asia-Pacific Research Center
and a senior advisor at BowerGroupAsia.

This article was first published by the United States Institute of Peace.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/its-time-to-help-myanmars-resistance-prevail.html

SAC Chairman holds Second Peace Talks with ethnic peace delegation in NPT

PUBLISHED 23 AUGUST 2022

NAYPYITAW-----Chairman of State Administration
Council (SAC), Commander-in-Chief of Defence
Services Senior General Min Aung Hlaing held
Second Peace Talks with the peace delegation led
by Chairman of Pa-O National Liberation
Organization(PNLO) Khun Thurein, Chairman of
Lahu Democratic Union(LDU )Kyar Solomon and

x Vice-Chairperson of the Arakan Liberation
Party(ALP) Saw Mra Razar Lin at Bayintnaung villa in Nay Pyi Taw yesterday morning.
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At the talk, the SAC chairman briefed exercising the genuine multiparty democracy system,
efforts being made for building the Union based on democracy and federalism as the
political vision, need for more ethnic representatives to join the political platform to
demand and discuss regional and ethnic interests under the law, preparations for ethnics to
join the political platform in the future and assistance of the government, situations of
political parties depending on the various type for enabling the ethnics and the persons
representing the various strata of the people in the Hluttaw on a wider scale.

The SAC chairman also stressed that as all the people reside under the coverage of the State
together, they all must strive for implementation of the national cause | in unison. The
Senior General explained the future plan to continuously restore the peace based on the
Constitution (2008) and the Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement (NCA).

Later, the PNLO’s Chairman, LDU’s Chairman and ALP’s vice-chairperson and party members
discussed understanding the armed conflicts and disagreements which can’t shape
development of the nation, and plans to restore peace for undertaking development tasks,
plans to discuss shaping the peace progress beneficial for restoring peace of the nation and
development of all regions, emergence of a good situation for the current government and
the Tatmadaw to bravely take responsibilities for peace of the nation and development
undertakings, efforts for clearly showing the genuine goodwill of the Head of the State over
the nation, the people and ethnic armed organizations in implementing the peace process,
exercising the multiparty democracy system and same attitudes on building a Union based
on democracy and federalism and reported on regional development undertakings.

The Senior General also discussed the SAC'’s efforts in fulfilling development of the ethnic
regions while serving the State responsibilities, the need for ethnics to firmly grasp that
opportunity to be fully utilize for regional development, seeking the best solution based on
same attitudes as a single region or an ethnic group may have different attitudes and
stances, need of striving for the development of the nation in unison via regional level,
prospects to shape a future developed Union State through united strengths of all ethnic
people, the undertaking of future tasks based on attitudes and desires resulted from the
second peace talks, taking and adequate time for seeking and negotiating the agreements in
advance for the future political trend and allotment of Ks 330 billion from the State
economic enhancement fund for the development of the ethnic regions. They frankly
exchanged views on peace issues and regional development tasks.

At the talks were SAC’s Vice-Chair Deputy Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services
Commander-in-Chief (Army)Vice Senior General Soe Win, Council members General Mya
Tun Oo, Lt-Gen Moe Myint Tun and Lt-Gen Yar Pyae, the PNLO’s chairman and vice-
chairman, LDU’s chairman and its general secretary, ALP’s vice chairperson and its central
executive committee member.
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The peace delegation will hold peace talks with the Peace Talk Team and Peacemaking
Negotiation Committee formed with SAC’s council members.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/sac-chairman-holds-second-peace-talks-with-ethnic-

peace-delegation-in-npt

Myanmar military said to push fishing village to relocate to the mountains

The villagers are mostly fishermen and they say they won’t be able to earn a living that far
from the sea.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.08.23

Myanmar junta authorities are pushing the
residents of Gyai Thar village, seen on August
22, 2022, to move because it is several miles
from an area used by the navy. RFA

Myanmar’s military is threatening to seize the
homes of residents of a fishing village near

one of its naval facilities if they refuse to
relocate to a new location in the mountains, despite pleas from the villagers that such a
move would upend their way of life.

The 70 homes in Gyai Thar village lie about 1.5 miles from a diving and transport unit,
about 21 miles south of a naval base at Thandwe in the western state of Rakhine, where
renewed fighting between the junta and the Arakan Army armed ethnic group has
intensified following the dissolution of a fragile ceasefire in July.

The military wants Gyai Thar’s 350 residents to move next month to a site chosen by the
junta.

Military pushing to relocate villagers ”They said we must move OUt; no matter
what,” a villager who requested anonymity for
0, Ly security reasons told RFA’s Burmese Service.

yai Thar village ‘s

) “We must leave no matter how many years
we’ve stayed here. If we don't, they said they’d

remove us by force.

L]
Naval facility

“They said they have a project [they are
working on]. They didn’t show any
o} documentation of it. They seemed to be saying

they have the power to do what they like.
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When they say go, we can just go,” the villager said.

The diving and transport unit lies only three miles away from Gyai Thar, according to the
villager. He said that authorities had already requested that the village relocate once in
2018 and twice more prior to the Feb. 1, 2021, coup, but since last April the junta has
been stepping up the pressure on the community.

The relocation zone has been prepared on a mountain range about four miles away from
the village, but moving there would be hard for residents, who rely on the sea for food
and their incomes, the villager said.

“They have a plan for relocation, but the site we are asked to move to is not suitable for
people like us who mostly work as fishermen,” another Gyai Thar resident told RFA.

“They have not constructed any buildings for us. They just cleared the land and asked us
to move there. So we can't do that. We are people who depend on the sea for food. It’s
impossible for us to live in the mountains, about four miles from the sea,” the second
villager told RFA.

Other villagers said that they have been living in Gyai Thar for generations, and any
relocation zone must be close to the sea.

In a notice to the village in April last year, the military said the people in the community
were living on government property without permission in violation of Section 3 of the

1955 Government House Eviction Act. It threatened that the villagers would be forcibly

removed if they did not relocate before a specific date.

The military should at the very least offer compensation to the villagers, as well as a site
near the sea, Oo Tin Nyo, a lawyer who assists citizens with land issues, told RFA.

“The place where they are asked to move is about four miles away, so it is difficult for
people like them who live by the sea. Their livelihood will be in jeopardy,” he said. “I
think it’d be more acceptable if the site is close to the sea, with roads constructed and
power lines and water guaranteed along with some moving expenses.”

He said it’s a particularly hard time to move for the residents, given inflationary pressures

in the country.

A relocation zone has been prepared on a mountain
range about four miles away, but moving there would
be hard for residents, who rely on the sea for food and
their incomes, a Gyai Thar villager says. Credit: RFA

Khine Thuka, spokesperson for the Arakan Army, told
an online news conference earlier this month that the
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junta is wrong to claim Gyai Thar village sits on military land.

“All those villagers have been living there since the time of their ancestors and now the
military is saying that they must move out immediately despite the monsoon rains, which
is an inhumane act,” Khine Thuka said. “It is an act of bullying people because they have
weapons.”

RFA contacted Rakhine State Attorney General Hla Thein, spokesman for the Rakhine
State military council, but he denied any knowledge of the situation.

In May 2021, junta troops removed nearly 200 houses and shops, with the help of a large
number of police personnel, in the town of Ann where the junta’s Western Command
Headquarters of Rakhine is located, saying they had encroached on military land.

Myanmar military and Arakan Army forces fought fiercely in Rakhine from December
2018 to November 2020 over the latter’s demand for self-determination for the state’s
Buddhist Rakhine ethnic minority.

But the two sides struck an uneasy truce a few months before the military seized power
from a democratically elected government on Feb. 1, 2021, and Rakhine had been quiet
amid widespread protests and fighting against the coup and junta across the country of
54 million people.

Translated by Khin Maung Nyane. Written in English by Eugene Whong.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/village relocation-08232022134232.html

Pa-O Armed Group Calls Shan Media Terrorists

By SHAN - August 23, 2022

Hopong Town

In a propaganda campaign that was conducted in
Hopong town and the surrounding area, the Pa-O
People’s Militia Force (PMF) referred to SHAN and
other local media outlets as terrorist organizations.

The PMF, which operates under the regime and
emerged from the Pa-O National Organisation/Pa-

O National Army, told local residents last Friday
that SHAN and other groups support the People’s Defence Forces (PDFs) fighting against the
military regime.
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“They told the villagers not to trust the reports of the media groups based in Shan State,” a
local from Hopong town told SHAN, asking that his name not be published.

Other media outlets named include Tachileik News Agency, Shwe Phee Myay News Agency,
Kanbawza Tai News, Taunggyi Nway Oo Channel, Channel Taunggyi, TGl Support Revolution
and Road of Taunggyi.

However, an anonymous male youth, also from Hopong town, said that all these media
groups honestly reported on the revolution to overthrow the dictatorship. “They (PMF) are
oppressing the villagers and the Shan media have published truthful reports about the

revolution.”

The propaganda sticker displayed media outlets
logos as terrerist organizations in Hopong Town
Shan State

The youth said that the armed Pa-O group has put
defamatory stickers about the media outlets in
restaurants and at intersections in the town.

According to the PDFs, the PMF supported the
Burma Army during the conflict against the
groups in southern Shan State.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/25277

INTER-ETHNIC CONFLICT IN NORTHERN BURMA: SNA clashes with KIA doesn’t bode well
for both parties

By Sai Wansai - August 23, 2022

The animosity or conflict between the Shanni and the Kachin in northern part of Burma or
Myanmar covering Sagaing Region and Kachin State isn’t a new development, which has its
roots in pre-Panglong Agreement of 1947 before the country’s independence from the
British in 1948.

Let us go back a little into the historical backdrop of Shanni, or “Tai Leang” as they called
themselves which means “Red Tai”, translated into Burmese as “Shanni”.

BACKGROUND

When the Bamar planned to regain independence together with the Frontier Areas from the
British, ethnic groups demanded the right of secession.
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The inclusion of Shanni areas into the Kachin State was said to be the bargaining outcome
from the Kachin forsaking secession rights from the Union, which in turn was compensated
with some Shanni territories’ inclusion into the Kachin State.

SNA Army

In a book written by one Karenni politician Khun
Marco Ban titled, “From Panglong Spirit to the
establishment of genuine federal democratic
union,” he writes: “Prime Minister U Nu told Sima
Duwa Sin Wa Naung that in forming Kachin State,
in addition to Myitkyina, Bhamo District will be

mcluded mcludlng that the Cha‘lrman would be Kachin ethnic which will become law. In
response, the Kachin leaders would forsake the secession clause, which the Sima Duwa
accepted it.”

In the same vein, Kalay, Hkamti, Mawlaik, Katha and Tamu districts were incorporated into
Sagaing Region which was formed according to 1974 Burma Socialist Programme Party
(BSPP) Constitution. As a result, Shanni State was completely removed from the map of
Myanmar.

“We are not demanding a new state, we just want to get our statehood back,” said SNA
Private Sai Mong, according to the report of The Irrawaddy on 8 April 2019.

Shanni people have had their own rulers since time immemorial. Mohnyin Saopha Sao Long,
Wuntho Saopha Sao Aung Myat and Hkamti Long (Putao) Saopha were most prominent
Shanni saophas, or rulers.

“Though we are not in Shan State, we are a Shan tribe. We live in Kachin State and Sagaing
Region, so we are not consolidated. The Kachin say we are a vassal of the Bamar, and
Myanmar government troops say we are the Kachin armed groups’ informants. We formed
the Shan Nationalities Army (SNA) to claim the fundamental rights of our Shanni people,”
explained the commander of SNA Brigade 891 Lt-Col Sai Aung Mong concerning the injustice
done to his people due the unfair historical agreement of pre-independence period; and
again by the BSPP 1974 Constitution in the creation of Sagaing Division or Region, without
preserving Shanni’s cultural and ethnic identities appropriately within the political system.

SHANNI NATIONALITIES ARMY (SNA)

Although SNA has been founded on 5 June 1989 at Indian-Myanmar border, the military
activities only started in 2009, according to Shan Nationalities League for Democracy’s
(SNLD) General Secretary Sai Leik, alias Hurn Kayang, a well known Shan politician and
analyst, in his recent Shan News commentary.
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The SNA is active in Hkamti, Homalin, Phaung Pyin, Pinlebu, Wuntho and Banmauk in
Sagaing Region and India-Myanmar border regions and Mohnyin and Moekaung in Kachin
State. It has three brigades—891, 972, and 753 —with about 1,000 to 1,500 armed soldiers.

It is trying to establish Shanni State which comprises Mawlike District, Kale District, Hkamti
District, Katha District and Tamu District in Sagaing Region and Bamaw District, Myitkyina
District, Mohnyin District and Moekaung in Kachin State.

According to SNA statement of 5 July 2022, on its 33rd founding anniversary, it reiterated its
goals as follows:

Establishment of Shanni State
Anti-narcotics
Achievement of a genuine federal union

P wnNPR

All round development of all people inhabiting the northern region of Myanmar and
peaceful co-habitation
5. Unity of all Shan ethnic groups

CURRENT SITUATION

On August 20th around 6:00 a.m., a camp of the Shan National Army (SNA) in Sagaing
Region, Nam Taung Village, Baan Mauk Township, was attacked and captured by the 200
strong joint forces of Kachin Independence Army (KIA) and Regional Defense Forces (PDF).

KIA Army

SNA spokesperson Colonel Sai Aung Mong told Channel
News Independent: “KIA and PDF attacked one of our
outpost in Baan Mauk Township, Nam Toung Village. It is a

- o] morning attack on a small outpost at the tail end part of
the V|Ilage The combmed force was about 200 strong and as it was very near to the village,
we quietly withdrew so that the villagers won’t be hurt.”

The camp is only a small forward camp with no more than 10 soldiers. He said there were no
casualties.

Similarly, last August 8, in Hpakant Township, a forward camp of the Shan National Army
(SNA) near Se Zin village was attacked by the KIA and PDF combined forces, according to the
Channel News Independent report of August 20.

The combined junta and SNA forces reportedly launched air strikes on Se Zin village on
August 9. There were reports of civilian casualties and the burning of at least 300 houses
affecting an estimated 500 households, according to the UN’s Office for the Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs weekly report on August 16.
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It said more than 2,000 people from Se Zin village have fled their homes, seeking refuge in
six displacement sites in Tar Ma Hkan and Haung Pa villages in Hpakant township.

Fighting has intensified between the KIA and the combined forces of the military and the
SNA in Hpakant Township, jade-mining region of Kachin state, since late July after the KIA
raided the latter’s camps near Se Zin village, according to UCA News of August 19.

But regardless of such alliance relationship, perhaps due the SNA survival instinct, the
relationship with the Burmese military junta has not always been cozy, as starting from 2015
the SNA has been clashing with the junta troops on-and-off until 2020, according to Hurn
Kayan in his recent commentary in Shan News.

After the military junta’s February coup last year in 2021, the SNA was engaged in battles
with the junta troops at Ta Kaung Moo, Homalin Township.

Later in April and May armed clashes occurred between the SNA and junta in Hkamti and
Homalin, townships continuously.

Apart from that ships carrying jade for the junta’s U Paing Limited sailing along the river
within SNA operation territories were confiscated.

When Sao Khun Kyaw, second in command of the SNA was assassinated on 27 May 2021 the
armed conflict with the junta went on until this year August 6 and from then onward no
armed clashes between the SNA and the junta were registered.

This year in March when the SNA started to collect tax in Hpakant Township, the KIA and
SNA began to engage in fights by raiding each others military positions.

On 14 July 2022, SNA issued a nine-point statement urging not to fall for the propaganda
and fake news in social media that will lead to disunity of the Shanni people; and lashed out
at all elements that seek to destroy the Shanni people, without naming them.

But it is clear that the statement aimed as those Shanni who are sympathetic to the National
Unity Government’s PDFs and the KIA. The statement vowed to crush those elements
working against the Shanni people.

A paragraph in the statement writes; “SNA informed the Shanni people that it is working
together with its military commanders and Shanni administrators to uphold peace and
tranquility of the region.”

PERSPECTIVES

Given such circumstances, it is clear that the wrong historical legacy has to be addressed,
one way or the other, to resolve the inter-ethnic conflict.
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The Kachin may be reluctant to make accommodation for the Shanni and vice versa, the
Shanni won’t give up their rights to exist. The only way out is through political dialogue and
settlement, within the mold of “unity in diversity”. And to do this the identity politics will
have to be rethought, most preferably through fusion or inter-meshing of ethno-nationalism
and civic nationalism to form a common identity within the Kachin State and also Sagaing
Region.

[ SAGAING Region | Sagaing Region

KACHIN Other than that, manipulation of this
flkart brewing ethnic conflict, either by the Bamar
military junta or KIA to gain advantage for

the short term goal will throw the region into
‘ never-ending ethnic conflict war in the long
¥ f“\. run, which will then be hard to reconcile and

recover.

While the Bamar military junta will not shy away from its usual usage of divide-and-rule
policy and to manipulate the situation to its favor, the Shanni and Kachin should think twice
to descend into the never-ending, inter-ethnic conflict pit, as both have to live with each
other as neighbors, whether they like it or not.

In other words, minimize the animosity and try to accommodate each other by applying
win-win and not win-lose game plan outcome, which the recent development seems to be
heading for.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/25272

Devalued Kyat currency stops trade at Myanmar-China border

Traders say Myanmar’s currency is not stable, and they cannot afford to stay in business.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.08.23

A monk rides a motorcycle past food trucks
waiting to enter China near Muse, close to the
Chinese border in Myanmar's Shan state, on April
20, 2020. AFP

Myanmar merchants who trade goods across the
border with China say their country’s kyat has

depreciated so much relative to the Chinese
yuan that they are no longer able to stay in
business.
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The traders typically export agricultural and fisheries products to China and import
Chinese consumer and industrial goods and food products to Myanmar.

But the kyat’s value has fallen sharply in recent weeks at the border. At the start of the
month one yuan (U.S. $1 = 6.83 yuan) was valued at about 300 kyats. On Tuesday, traders
said that the yuan is now valued at around 420 kyats. Both values are significantly higher
than the official exchange rate, which was about 274 at the beginning of the month and
307 on Tuesday.

The declining value of the kyat is making Chinese goods too expensive to acquire, and
many traders say they are now facing losses.

“We cannot make purchases with the amount of money we get after selling our goods [at
the border],” Nay Chi, a trader who works in the border town of Ruili, told RFA’s Burmese
Service. He added that some of the traders have not bought or sold anything over the
past 10 days due to the unstable situation.

“In the past, it would cost me like 100,000 Chinese yuan [$14,600] for a truckload (of
goods), which was equivalent to about Ks 300,000 then. [But now,] we don’t get back
that much,” he said. “We don’t make a profit but a loss. And all the money we hold is
losing value. Right now, no one is doing business anymore.”

Prior to the dropoff, a bag of Chinese detergent powder cost about 500 kyat. Now it costs
between 800 and 1,000. Most Chinese goods have increased in price, sources said.

The instability of the kyat is causing traders to wait for better rates, Zaw Min, the owner
of a freight company, told RFA. The instability is therefore not only hurting traders, but
the truckers who ship their goods, he said.

“The rate is extremely high. And furthermore, it's not stable. So, traders will only pay for
the goods they have already ordered or for items they need really badly. They won't
make any new purchases,” said Zaw Min.

“We're freight forwarders, and it hurts when no more orders come in,” he said. “The
money changers do not dare sell right now even when we want to exchange money,
because they’re not sure what will come tomorrow. They might set the rate of the yuan
at 235, but they are not sure they would get the same rate hours later. The exchange rate
is rising all the time and those who have yuan are not selling.”

Zaw Min said that the cost of transporting goods at the border has been set according to
the current exchange rate, at about 2.5 yuan per kilogram (2.2 pounds). This is about four
times more costly than shipping cargo by sea.
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Food trucks wait to enter China near Muse, close to
the Chinese border in Myanmar's Shan state, on
April 20, 2020. Photo: AFP

A trader who has been working at the Muse
border zone for more than 10 years said if this
situation continues, it will hurt consumers and

traders in the long run.

“Finally, the burden falls on the consumer public. People use cosmetics, consume food
products and drink alcohol. They’ll be the ones most affected,” the Muse trader said.
“The merchants won’t be able to sell because the consumers can’t buy their goods. ...
Anyway, it will affect everyone.”

Also complicating matters is a June 30 order by the junta that exports of beans, corn,
sesame and other vegetables be paid in dollars.

The junta also changed the kyat to dollar exchange rate from 1,850 to 2,100 on Aug. 5,
then instructed traders to change 65 percent of their export earnings into kyats, a move
that analysts believe was an attempt to control the dollar market and acquire
greenbacks.

The junta’s Central Bank also changed the US dollar exchange rate from Ks 1,850 to 2,100
on Aug. 5 and instructed traders to change 65% of the export earnings into kyats.

Since then, one US dollar sells for about 2,700 kyats in private trading, and the price of
yuan at the Chinese border slowly increased to match, the border traders said.

People living in border areas have little confidence in the kyat and prefer to hold yuan
due to the junta’s frequent changes in monetary policy. Traders believe that the yuan is
strengthening due to lower export earnings.

The traders told RFA they want further relaxation of regulations on exports to help
stabilize the price of currency at the border.

Khun Thein Maung, the junta’s acting Shan State economic minister, told RFA Aug.
17 that he is having talks with Chinese and Myanmar district-level officials regarding the
exchange rate at the border and other trade issues.

Junta spokesman Maj. Gen. Zaw Min Tun told at a press conference in Naypyidaw on Aug.
17 that the Central Bank is implementing financial policies to address the issue of high
commodity prices and economic development.

“From the beginning, our demand for foreign currency has increased as we did not buy
domestic products and only relied on imported goods. The trade deficit has also become
huge and debts mounted as a result,” he said.
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“There is a rise in oil prices, fertilizer prices, food, as well as high inflation due to various
conflicts happening in the world. On the other hand, the Federal Reserve Bank has raised
its interest rates and the Central Bank is implementing a monetary policy that will help
economic growth. We are working on this, and in doing so, some sectors might be
affected,” said Zaw Min Tun.

He added that traders failed to keep up with the changing systems as the military council
changed its monetary policy to help economic growth.

Exporters have to bear the costs of the rising Chinese yuan, but they have not yet fully
received money for their previous exports, and there are difficulties when remitting their
export earnings to the junta as required due to the rise in exchange rates, Taing Kyaw,
chairman of the Mandalay Region Eel Traders Association, told RFA.

“There are a lot of difficulties currently because the rate is always changing. For example,
we can buy the Chinese yuan [at the border] at a price of over 420 kyats, but we can get
back only 300 kyats in return [from the junta]. So how do we adjust for the difference
between them?” he said.

“When we made the remittances for our export proceeds, the difference in the rates was
a little too much.”

Translated by Khin Maung Nyane. Written in English by Eugene Whong.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/currency woes-08232022174208.html

864 CSOs call for withdrawal of UN Special Envoy's mandate

By Mizzima |

UN Special Envoy Noeleen Heyzer. Photo: UN

864 civil society organisations (CSOs) have signed a
joint statement calling for the United Nations (UN)
to withdraw the mandate of the UN Special Envoy,
Noeleen Heyzer, following her recent trip to

Myanmar when she met with junta chief Min Aung

Hlaing.
The statement was issued on22 August. Below is a copy of the statement:

We, the 864 undersigned organizations, call on the UN General Assembly to withdraw the
mandate of the Special Envoy on Myanmar. We also call on the UN Secretary-General to
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show his serious commitment to resolving the devastating human rights and humanitarian
crises in Myanmar by assuming a personal role on Myanmar and taking decisive action.

The first visit of the current UN Special Envoy (UNSE) to Myanmar, Noeleen Heyzer, which
took place from 16 to 17 August 2022 was the latest evidence of the historical
ineffectualness of the mandate over a decades-long approach that has continually failed.
The UN must immediately end its business-as-usual approach towards Myanmar. The long
history of the UN’s attempts at peace-brokering with Myanmar’s military through Special
Envoys has never catalyzed into meaningful results, but has instead lent legitimacy to
perpetrators of international atrocity crimes — and has permitted worsening human rights
and humanitarian crises.

The current wait-and-see approach of the UNSE, and by extension the UN, towards the
junta has not yielded results — as has been repeatedly proven for decades. On the contrary,
these “visits” and “dialogues” have emboldened the military — and the current illegal junta
— to continue to commit escalating atrocity crimes against the people. It also undermines
the united struggle of the people of Myanmar, thereby violating the UN’s own ‘do no harm’
approach.

We call on the UN General Assembly (UNGA) and UN Member States to end the mandate of
the UNSE at the upcoming session in September 2022. Additionally, the UNGA must
formulate concrete actions which centered on accountability, and which reflect the will and
demands of the people of Myanmar.

CSOs have previously rejected the current UNSE’s proposal of power-sharing settlements as
a solution to the political, human rights and humanitarian crises inflicted on the whole
country by the terrorist junta. We are dismayed that the UNSE failed to take into account
key recommendations put forward by CSOs during their February and April 2022 meetings,
which were reflective of Myanmar people’s aspirations for a genuine federal democracy
free of the military.

During these meetings, CSOs also called for the UNSE’s mandate to be “transformed and
updated to focus on accountability and transitional justice,” as its current formulation is
vague and inadequate to address the present Myanmar crisis. The current UNSE’s mandate
resulted from the 72nd session of the UNGA in 2017 to address the Rohingya crisis. Thus, it
does not reflect the magnitude or complexity of the current crises. The UNSE has failed to
acknowledge or act on this key recommendation, rendering the mandate ineffectual.

CSOs also emphasized their concerns that the UNSE’s proposed trips to Naypyidaw to meet
with the junta’s leadership could be manipulated by the junta in its efforts to gain legitimacy
from the international community. Such visits could give the appearance of recognition and
acceptance by the UN and, by extension, the international community. We note that CSOs
were not consulted prior to the UNSE’s recent trip.
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As CSOs warned and expected, on 17 August the military junta showcased its meeting with
the UNSE as an official meeting with the “current Myanmar government” with photos of the
UNSE shaking hands with junta leader Min Aung Hlaing. The UN must now repair the
considerable damage it incurred by allowing the UNSE to be exploited for junta propaganda.

We are also deeply disappointed to note the absence of a reference to the National Unity
Government (NUG) — the legitimate government of Myanmar — in the UNSE’s statement
after the meeting, despite pledging an inclusive process with all stakeholders to resolve the
ongoing crisis. We are also alarmed by the timing of her meeting with the junta, which
followed the extrajudicial executions of four political prisoners in July and the sentencing of
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi to six more years in prison merely two days before her visit. The
UNSE’s visit not only suggests that the UN is prepared to let these crimes go unabated and
unpunished, but that it will maintain its ‘wait-and-see’ approach, freeing the junta to
continue its relentless terror campaign and atrocity crimes against the people of Myanmar.

The UNSE further failed to secure meetings with State Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and
other arbitrarily detained parliamentarians elected in the November 2020 general elections
while in-country. At the same time, it is of grave concern that the UNSE has repeatedly
failed to acknowledge the root cause of the current crisis: the military junta’s failed power
grab and its horrific international crimes meted out in frustration since — acts that the UN
itself has found to comprise of probable war crimes and crimes against humanity. We note
that the failed coup attempt and the ongoing airstrikes and heavy military attacks against
civilians, among other critical matters, were not mentioned in the UNSE’s statement. Given
the UNSE’s engagement with CSOs, who provided updates on the ground situation and clear
recommendations, these intentional omissions undermine the important work of other UN
mandate holders including the High Commissioner for Human Rights and the Special
Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Myanmar, each of whom has also referred to
the NUG in their reporting.

We also note that the UNSE left out mention of the NUG in relation to humanitarian aid
provision. We consider this intentional given that the humanitarian forum mentioned in the
UNSE’s statement was proposed by the NUG together with some Ethnic Revolutionary
Organizations (EROs). This exclusion was both unethical and an appeasement to the junta;
furthermore, it breaches the humanitarian principle of impartiality.

The junta continues to weaponize humanitarian aid by blocking the delivery of humanitarian
assistance and by attacking humanitarian actors. These acts amount to war crimes and
violations of the Geneva Conventions. We again press that channeling humanitarian
assistance through the junta will support their corrupt agenda, fuel the further
weaponization of aid, and cause irreparable harm to the people of Myanmar. CSOs have
urged the UNSE to push for effective aid delivery — taking a solidarity-based approach with
the people — particularly through cross-border channels with local humanitarian groups.
Such calls must be heeded.
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The junta is a terrorist organization under Myanmar’s domestic law and by international
definition. The UN must exercise its mandate provided by the UN Charter to protect the
people of Myanmar from the junta’s escalating violence. It must also work directly with the
NUG as the legitimate government, the National Unity Consultative Council, EROs and CSOs
to meaningfully and immediately address and resolve the catastrophic crisis in Myanmar,
while disengaging from the junta. As the people of Myanmar asked in protests staged during
the UNSE’s visit: “How many dead bodies UN need to take action?”

We reiterate the call for justice and accountability. The military junta, responsible for
genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes, must be held criminally liable, not
rewarded with recognition or engagement.

The UNGA must withdraw the mandate of the Special Envoy. In its place, the UN Secretary-
General must take personal leadership on Myanmar for the sake of the people, and to repair
the UN’s own reputation and standing. At the same time, the UN Security Council must refer
the situation in Myanmar to the International Criminal Court or establish an ad hoc tribunal
to secure accountability.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/864-csos-call-withdrawal-un-special-envoys-mandate

NUG calls for apology from rights organizations and recognition as Myanmar’s legitimate
govt

By Mizzima

The National Unity Government (NUG) has reiterated its

call for rights organizations to offer a formal apology for
HUMAN

a letter sent from the NGOs to the Myanmar junta
RIGHTS

leader Min Aung Hlaing.

WATCH

“In response to a widely circulated open letter addressed

to Min Aung Hlaing and signed by 12 prominent
international human rights groups, the NUG has issued a condemnation and is demanding a
public apology.

The letter in question invited Min Aung Hlaing and other SAC members to the upcoming UN
conference for transforming education in New York. In doing so, the cosignatory
international human rights groups have gravely offended the whole of Myanmar and have
lent legitimacy to an illegitimate murderous regime

Although the NUG notes that Human Rights Watch has issued a letter of apology in
response to the NUG’s condemnation, the letter does not display a genuine sense of
contrition. In its statement the NUG noted that according to the UN High Commissioner for
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Human Rights, the Special Rapporteur for human rights in Myanmar, and the Independent
Investigative Mechanism for Myanmar, Min Aung Hlaing is responsible for grave human
rights violations, probable war crimes and crimes against humanity. The harm caused by
human rights groups engaging directly with Min Aung Hlaing or treating with him in any
form of leadership capacity is incalculable.

Accordingly, the NUG expects public apologies from all the cosignatory organisations
including recognition of the NUG as the sole legitimate representative of the Republic of the
Union of Myanmar.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/nug-calls-apology-rights-organizations-and-recognition-

myanmars-legitimate-govt

Analysis: Meeting with junta chief leaves UN Special Envoy with blood on her hands

Noeleen Heyzer’s visit, which Min Aung Hlaing attempted to leverage for political legitimacy,
was a failure, contributor Thuta Zaw writes

Thuta Zaw | Published on Aug 23, 2022

UN Special Envoy Noeleen Heyzer meets with
junta chief Min Aung Hlaing and his foreign
affairs minister Wunna Maung Lwin (Pro-junta
social media pages)

UN Special Envoy on Myanmar Noeleen
Heyzer, photographed wearing a green sarong
and smiling as she shook the hand of junta

i chief Min Aung Hlaing, has experienced a
major backlash in the days that have followed their August 17 meeting.

Since her appointment to the role by UN Secretary General Antdnio Guterres in October
2021, Ms Heyzer has been attempting to sit down with Myanmar’s internationally shunned
murderer-in-chief, a move she achieved on a surprise visit to Naypyitaw last week.

Myanmar is known for its “colour politics,” in which green represents the military and red is
associated with the Aung San Suu Kyi-led National League for Democracy (NLD), whose
elected administration was ousted in the February 2021 coup.

Was Heyzer’s own green attire selected in ignorance or was it a gesture intended to placate
Min Aung Hlaing?

It can be said, after all, that there are no coincidences in politics.
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A calculated colour choice does not seem to be out of the realm of possibility for Heyzer,
who has in the past come under fire for comments seen as conciliatory to the junta, which
has been violently crushing dissent nationwide since its attempted seizure of power last
year.

While civil society and rights groups have repeatedly called on the international community
to isolate and refuse to recognise the coup regime, Heyzer insisted in a

January interview that the military be “included in talks to resolve Myanmar’s crisis,”
describing the armed forces as being “in control” in the country.

Positions such as this, as well as any international engagement, have been used by the
military council to further its claim to legitimacy.

In a press conference held just hours before their August 17 meeting, coup council
spokesperson Zaw Min Tun strategically described the event as a discussion between the
UN Special Envoy and “the current government of Myanmar.”

Heyzer issued a statement that day insisting that “UN engagement does not in any way
confer legitimacy.”

A bitter junta responded by calling the press release “one-sided” and claiming that it had
“created misunderstandings about Myanmar.” The military council released its own 28-page
statement in Burmese on August 19, detailing the conversation between Min Aung Hlaing
and Heyzer, which reportedly began with a claim by the coup leader that he was “taking
responsibility to lead the Myanmar Government.”

Only the Special Envoy herself knows how she responded to this, but if she had announced
in advance that her official visit would not be accompanied by an acknowledgement of
legitimacy, the meeting arguably would not have taken place.

In any case, it was not a successful one. In his own administration’s recollection of events,
Min Aung Hlaing appears to have systematically rejected all of Heyzer’s requests.

Relaying what were described as two key demands from the UN Secretary General, Heyzer
called on the military to cease its airstrikes and arson attacks on civilian homes.

The junta chief claimed that the aerial attacks targeted insurgents, implying that they would
continue, and he denied that his armed forces had burned villages, just as he denied that his
troops had done so in the terror inflicted on Rohingya communities in northern Rakhine
State in 2017.

Heyzer also raised the issue of Rohingya refugee return, while avoiding using the term
“Rohingya,” according to the junta’s statement. That decision may haunt her should she
choose to visit the camps in Bangladesh housing hundreds of thousands of displaced
Rohingya, as she has said she plans to do.
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Min Aung Hlaing also went on to dismiss Heyzer’s request for a moratorium on executions
after last month’s junta-sanctioned killing of four political prisoners, including two well-
known democracy activists.

Inquiring about detained NLD leader Aung San Suu Kyi, the Special Envoy asked that the
State Counsellor be allowed to return home from a Naypyitaw detention centre, where she
is facing a total of 17 years in prison—six of which were handed down just one day before
Heyzer’s visit.

The coup leader stated that Suu Kyi was already being granted “special privileges,”
describing her cell as a “home-like arrangement.” Meanwhile, inside sources have described
it as a 13-by-14-foot building within the jail walls, exposed to the elements.

“Although we could take more serious action against her, we have been lenient on her,”
Min Aung Hlaing reportedly said.

The Special Advisory Council-Myanmar (SAC-M), a team of international experts who have
been calling for the international prosecution of the military chief for crimes against
humanity, acknowledged in an August 19 statement that Heyzer’s meeting was a “minimum
requirement of her mandate,” but that it was “clear that nothing of significance will come
from it.”

“We can only imagine how awful it must have been for the UN Special Envoy to meet with
murder-in-chief Min Aung Hlaing, and the revulsion she must have felt at having to shake his
blood-soaked hand,” SAC-M member Chris Sidoti is quoted as saying.

At the very time that Min Aung Hlaing was using the Special Envoy’s visit to defend both his
claim to power and his military’s continued campaign of terror, locals in Sagaing Region’s Yin
Paung Taing village were uncovering the bodies of civilians killed in a three-day junta siege

on the community that left some 18 people dead.
There are no coincidences in politics.

With no gains to speak of, perhaps the most notable lesson from Special Envoy Heyzer’s visit
to Naypyitaw is that in extending a hand to the junta, one’s own risks becoming stained with
blood.

(This commentary was translated from Burmese and edited for clarity and brevity.)

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/analysis-meeting-with-junta-chief-leaves-un-

special-envoy-with-blood-on-her-hands
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Wheels of Justice Turn Slowly for Displaced Rohingya People

Steve Sandford

Rohingya Women Protest in Kutipalong Refugee camp
in 2019.

CHIANG MAI, THAILAND — Myanmar’s displaced
Rohingya Muslims are marking a solemn anniversary
this week.

On August 25, 2017, the Myanmar military began a brutal "clearance operation" in response
to government reports that a Rohingya insurgent group called the Arakan Rohingya
Salvation Army or ARSA, had attacked more than 30 police outposts in Rakhine State.

The disproportionate response from Myanmar security forces, which commenced at
daybreak, drove an estimated 700,000 Rohingya Muslims to flee to neighboring Bangladesh
over the following weeks, and led to charges of genocide against the Myanmar army
leaders.

The death toll rose quickly.

An estimated 6,700 Rohingya were killed in the first month with thousands more in the
months to follow, according to Médecins Sans Frontieres (Doctors Without Borders), as
accounts of gang rapes, torture, and mass killings were relayed by survivors and villagers
who escaped the attacks.

Despite the global condemnation of their actions in 2017, the Myanmar army has continued
its brutal aggression on civilians since seizing power in a coup last year, followed by attacks
on all ethnic groups.

Myanmar officials have denied the military carried out human rights abuses. The
government said the campaign was necessary to defend against attacks by Rohingya
militants.

In March, the United States declared Myanmar military actions against the Rohingya as
genocide.

Experts say ongoing abuses being committed across Myanmar have confirmed the
credibility of the accounts of the 2017 attacks.

“It's drawn the attention of the international community to the grave abuses that the
military is committing and also has opened the eyes of some of the other groups within
Myanmar to the plight of the Rohingya, groups that had previously not believed what the
military was committing against the Rohingya or believed the military’s lies,” explained Dan
Sullivan, Refugee International’s Asia and Africa deputy director.
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Border Guard Police stand at edge of Sittwe IDP
camp in August 2017, a few days after the start
of the clearance operation.

While the move to unite all opposing ethnic
forces has become increasingly popular, some
rights groups are not sure that it will become

reality.

“In order to overcome the ruthless military junta, all parties need to be united against
them,” says Kyaw Win, the executive director of the Burma Human Rights Network (BHRN).
“It is not enough only opposing the junta ... it is crucial to collaborate with each other.”

There are 135 ethnic groups in Myanmar, excluding the Rohingya, who were stripped of
their citizenship in a 1982 law created by the army, which perpetuated decades of abuse
and unfair treatment.

Meanwhile, life in the sprawling Bangladesh camps remains tough for the stateless
refugees, who face adverse conditions and increased restrictions.

A Rohingya family at a settlement village near
Sittwe in August 2017, a few days after the
clearance operation began. Travel restrictions
forbid anyone in the village from traveling.

“Since the completion of the fencing around
the whole refugee camp, people are having

trouble traveling from one camp to another—
even inside the fenced area—because of the security forces who were deployed in the camp
and many other reasons,” explained a 25-year-old camp youth, who lives in Kutapalong, the
world’s largest refugee camp.

The youth, who asked to remain anonymous, says that while the fencing is good for security,
police often extort the Rohingya instead of protecting them, and taxi fees have doubled
because drivers now have to pay more money at checkpoints.

U.N. High Commissioner for Human Rights Michelle Bachelet discussed repatriation options
with Rohingya representatives during a visit to the massive camp earlier this month.

“All of them have said, we want to go back, but we want to go back ... when we have an
identity as citizens of Myanmar,” she said while visiting the camp. “When our rights are
respected, we can have our livelihoods again, we can have our land and we can feel we are
a part of a country.”
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This desire for equal rights and recognition is echoed by the few Rohingya who have
remained in Rakhine, as coup-related travel restrictions in Myanmar have contributed to
increased food prices, exacerbating the hardships.

An experienced Rohingya aid worker in Rakhine who did not want to use his name because
of security concerns, assessed the junta’s promises of new homes and jobs for Rohingya
people who choose to be repatriated.

“It is very difficult, and | would say there are rare opportunities for the Rohingya. Inside
Myanmar and Maungdaw, | would say no preparations have been made for them to come
back,” the aid worker told VOA by phone, referring to a town in Rakhine.

The aid worker, who witnessed the 2017 exodus first-hand and assisted foreign support
teams in Bangladesh, said that some of the refugees are desperate to escape the camps.

“Some people will try to come back but, in the end, it will be a more horrible situation than
what they are facing in the refugee camps.”

The worker also said some repatriation shelters, complete with barbed wire and watch
towers, have been constructed near Maungdaw in the last few years, but they have already
been flooded and damaged.

While waiting for conditions to improve, foreign aid and rights groups are urging the
Bangladeshi government to allow schooling for the displaced youngsters in the camps.

“Expanding these education and livelihood opportunities for girls and boys will be the best
way to prevent social problems and criminality and to fully prepare refugees for sustainable
reintegration in Myanmar society,” Bachelet said at the end of her visit.

Preparing future generations of Rohingya is also a concern for BHRN’s Kyaw Win.

“The Bangladesh government has done a great job opening its border to save many lives,"
Kyaw Win said. "However, not allowing education for the children in camp is like killing their
souls. Education is extremely important for the Rohingya children to build up their
community in future. More humanitarian and human rights organizations must be allowed
to operate inside the camp to provide trauma healing courses.”

Despite setbacks created by increased Myanmar junta atrocities, the first step toward
justice for the Rohingya people occurred last month in The Hague.

After dismissing objections by Myanmar’s military ruler, the International Court of Justice
(1C)) in July allowed a case to proceed alleging that Myanmar performed acts of genocide
against the Rohingya.

Despite overwhelming evidence gathered, analysts say that more pressure is needed as the
trial could continue for years.
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“Fundamentally, the impunity of the junta needs to be addressed through concerted
international actions with better coordinated and expanded sanctions including the oil and
gas sectors, the pursuing of an arms embargo and then sustaining that humanitarian aid and
accountability,” explained Sullivan of Refugee International.

BHRN’s Khaw Win agrees with calls for increased pressure on the junta.

“More countries need to join the ICJ case and more countries should open up universal
jurisdiction cases against the perpetrators,” Khaw Win said, adding that mounting evidence
collected by international agencies is increasingly difficult to refute.

Texting from his bamboo hut, the unnamed 25-year-old Rohingya youth struck a more
optimistic tone on the historic court ruling.

“We feel good because the world is still under the administration of intellectual people that
will reveal there’s no place in the world for perpetrators,” the youth wrote. “We also feel
that this is the time to deliver justice and hold the perpetrators accountable.”

https://www.voanews.com/a/wheels-of-justice-turn-slowly-for-displaced-rohingya-
people/6714158.html
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