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Myanmar Junta Forces Abduct Abbot, Sexually Assault Women Villagers in Sagaing
By THE IRRAWADDY | 22 August 2022

Myanmar junta forces have detained at least 22 residents of a village in Sagaing Region,
including the abbot of a Buddhist monastery, since the beginning of August, according to
locals. Some of the female detainees have reportedly been sexually assaulted.

The detainees are all from Ngwe Dwin Village in Sagaing’s Ayadaw Township, a large village
with more than 900 households where the vast majority of residents are farmers.

“U Dhammisara, the abbot of Eastern Monastery, was disrobed and beaten as he was
forcibly taken [by junta soldiers] on August 16. They also took Buddhist relics and valuables
from the monastery, as well as the abbot’s car and cash. Seven women were also detained,”
one Ngwe Dwin villager said.

Military regime troops then detained nine more villagers, including a 70-year-old bedridden
woman and three teenagers aged 13, 14 and 17 respectively.

Another resident said: “They have been arresting people that they don’t like, mainly to
extort money. Villagers now live in fear. Most of the people detained were involved in
events to celebrate the National League for Democracy’s (NLD) 2020 election victory. They
are detaining people for no reason.”

Junta soldiers also reportedly detained five villagers including two teenagers aged 13 in the
first week of August.

Regime troops led by Captain Than Tun of No. 10 Basic Training Depot based in Ayadaw and
some 40 pro-junta Pyu Saw Htee militia led by Kyaw Swe, who is a resident of Ngwe Dwin
Village, have been based in Ngwe Dwin since November last year. All the detainees have
been taken to the interrogation camp at the No. 10 Basic Training Depot.

Relatives of the detainees have been asked for a ransom of 2.5 million kyats for each
abductee, said villagers.

Houses torched by junta troops in Nyein San Village,
Ayadaw Township on August 19./Ayadaw LPDF

A member of Danger Force LPDF, an Ayadaw
Township resistance group, said: “Villagers were

detained for no reason. More than 50 villagers have
been abducted for ransom [since late last year]. They have asked for ransoms of at least
600,000 kyats to 2.5 million kyats per person.”

There have also been reports of women detainees being sexually assaulted.
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“We heard from watermelon soldiers [troops that are secret supporters of the NLD] that

junta soldiers have sexually assaulted detained women. A married woman in her 50s with
children and a 35-year-old woman were reportedly sexually assaulted. They are from the
last batch of people detained,” said a member of Danger Force LPDF.

A detained married woman from Ngwe Dwin Village was raped by regime troops recently,
and was threatened to stay silent before being released. The woman has since attempted to
commit suicide, said one villager.

“We want the resistance groups to crush them [regime forces]. We have not been able to
sleep well for months. We live in constant fear that we might get arrested anytime,” added
the villager.

Over 200 residents have fled the village since the abductions started. Local resistance
groups have attacked the Pyu Saw Htee base in Ngwe Dwin Village three times, but to no
avail. Seven Pyu Saw Htee militia were killed in those attacks, and so they are taking their
anger out on the villagers, said a member of a local resistance group.

Houses torched by junta troops in Nyein San
Village, Ayadaw Township on August 19.
/Ayadaw LPDF

Pyu Saw Htee militia from Ngwe Dwin
accompany junta troops on their raids and

were involved in torching two houses, a silo
and seven motorbikes, as well as looting valuables, in Nay Yar Khin Village in northern
Ayadaw on August 16, according to local sources.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-forces-abduct-abbot-sexually-

assault-women-villagers-in-sagaing.html

Myanmar junta troops rape and kill in attack on busy Sagaing market and village
By Mizzima | 22 August 2022

A total of 18 bodies including two bodies of young
women who had been raped and killed were found in
the village of Yinpaungtaing in Yin Mar Bin Township,
Sagaing Region, which had been attacked by Military
Council army, according to a People’s Defence Force
(PDF).

Information on the attack that took place on 11
August has only recently been released.
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According to spokesperson for the Chindwin Yoma Alliance Forces, a 16-year-old girl and a
20-year-old woman were found raped and killed by junta soldiers in the east of
Yinpaungtaing village.

“The two girls who were coming to shop from another village, they might be running when
the helicopters were firing on 11 August. They ran to the east of Yinpaungtaing, and the
soldiers were dropped by the helicopter in the east of village too, so maybe the two victims
ran in to the junta soldiers. The two victims were found raped and killed by near a cliff,” the
spokesperson said.

“The fact that the two girls’ bodies were found naked is a sign that they were raped and
killed. The distance between the bodies was 30 feet. There are military boot prints and
other signs of struggle nearby,” he added.

The Chindwin Yoma Alliance Forces said the identities of the two young women had been
confirmed, but had not been made public due to privacy concerns.

The large village called Yinpaungtaing is located about seven miles from Yin Mar Bin. The
village market place was crowded with shoppers when the Military Council suddenly
attacked it.

The Military Council forces are presently stationed in Kapaing village, about five miles from
Yinpaungtaing, and they are burning down the houses, according to local person from
Yinpaungtaing.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/myanmar-junta-troops-rape-and-kill-attack-busy-sagaing-

market-and-village

SAC chair denies military burning civilian homes

PUBLISHED 21 AUGUST 2022

Chairman of the State Administration Council
(SAC) Senior General Min Aung Hlaing has
dismissed the allegations that the Tatmadaw
(military) burned down the homes of civilians in
Myanmar.

In meeting with the SAC chairman in Nay Pyi Taw
on August 17, Ms. Noeleen Heyzer, Special Envoy

of the United Nations Secretary- General on
Myanmar, said she had no mandate to make any decision but to point out and discuss about
the development of Myanmar. The purpose of visiting Myanmar was to convey the message
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of the Secretary-General and make two specific requests: to halt the aerial bombing and to
stop burning the villages and houses of the people, she added.

In response, Senior General Min Aung Hlaing gave a reply, which was included in a
statement on their detailed discussions released by the SAC information team on August
19.

“We are just targeting the location of the insurgents who attack security forces and
countering them. We will never initiate the attack if there is no attack on us. And there is no
government and country in the world that accepts armed attacks. | categorically rejected
the allegation on burning the villages and houses of the people. The Tatmadaw always
protects the people of Myanmar. The Tatmadaw has been providing relief services to the
people whenever they are hit by natural disasters,” the Senior General said in his reply.

As an example, he pointed out that with the permission of the government, the Nippon
Foundation had provided assistance to refugees in Myanmar. And there are also other
organizations which had provided assistance to them.

He further said: “It is a common sense that we would never burn and destroy the houses of
the people for whom we are responsible to protect. Therefore, | totally deny the alleged
burning of villages.”

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/sac-chair-denies-military-burning-civilian-homes

SAC seals off home and belongings of Myanmar Thura Gems Company

PUBLISHED 22 AUGUST 2022

NAYPYITAW------ The owner of Myanmar Thura Gems Company
who provides cash assistance for armed groups in Mandalay and
his driver were arrested and the authorities sealed off home and
all belongings of the owner of Myanmar Thura Gems Company,

according to the announcement issued by State Administration
Council (SAC) yesterday night.

EI i Mon Thu Aung lived in Ye Mon (South) Ward in Maha Aungmyae
Township, Mandalay Region, was arrested at his house for

eoPop providing cash to the PDF members in the morning of August

17th. He said that he worked at the Myanmar Thura Gems Company as a driver. Kyaw
Thura, an owner of Myanmar Thura Gems Company, is now providing a lot of cash
assistance to the PDF members.

The SAC announcement also reported that Kyaw Thura was arrested at his house situated
between 34th and 35th Streets in Chanayetharzan Township, in the afternoon of August
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17th. Later, Sigsauer Pistol and two magazines were seized at his bedroom in the compound
of Myanmar Thura Gems Company in Namaphyit village, Hpa-Kant Township, Kachin State.

The announcement said that Kyaw Thura had provided over 600 million Kyats, Alphard car,
USS 10,000 and Yuan 19,000 to the protesters, CDM staffs, CRPH, NUG and PDF members.
Therefore, Kyaw Thura and Mon Thu Aung must be taken actions against the existing laws
and houses and all belongings being owned by the owner of Myanmar Thura Gems
Company were sealed off in accordance with the anti-terrorism law.

The detained Kyaw Thura and Mon Thu Aung also said that other business partners who are
investing in the gems industry are now providing the cash assistance to the PDF members
including CDM staffs. So, the authorities are going to investigate those business partners
and to take effectively actions against the existing laws, according to the SAC’s
announcement.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/sac-seals-off-home-and-belongings-of-myanmar-thura-

gems-company

Beyond the Headlines: Clashes in Karen State and a cabinet reshuffle within Myanmar’s
junta

Myanmar Now provides an overview of underreported developments in the country from
the past week, August 15 - 22

Myanmar Now | Published on Aug 22, 2022

Members of the Cobra Column are seen examining
an anti-aircraft weapon in a picture released on
August 19 (Cobra Column / Facebook)

Armed resistance

Clashes between the Arakan Army (AA) and the
Myanmar military have intensified, with multiple

clashes breaking out in northern Rakhine and
southern Chin states since early last week. The AA reportedly inflicted heavy casualties and
seized drones, explosives, guns, and food supplies. Meanwhile, high commodity prices
caused by travel restrictions imposed earlier in the month continue to rise due to the recent
fighting.

* %k %k

The junta column that killed at least 18 people in the village of Yin Paung Taing during a

three-day occupation that began on August 11 continues to terrorise civilians in the area. At
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least eight other communities in Sagaing Region’s Yinmabin and Pale townships have been
hit by arson attacks. Houses have been torched in Pu Htoe Thar, Mon Thwin, Chin Pyit, and
Pauk Tha Hpa, local sources reported.

%k %k %k

& Two female members of the Cobra Column are
seen at a frontline on August 19 (Cobra Column/
Facebook)

Following attacks by resistance forces on junta
targets in Kawkareik, Karen State on August 15,
Myanmar army troops have launched operations
around villages to the south of the town,

employing tanks in the offensive. Lethal
shootouts have been reported along the Asian Highway between Kawkareik and Myawaddy
since August 18, prompting military officials to close trade gates at the Thai border.

Clashes also intensified between the military and the anti-junta resistance force Cobra
Column—which is made up of members of the People’s Defence Force and the Karen
National Liberation Army—elsewhere in Myawaddy Township from August 18-19. According
to members of the Cobra Column, the regime’s forces deployed two Yak-130 fighter jets to
launch airstrikes around the battle site. Three resistance fighters were injured, six junta
personnel were killed, and two captured along with a stash of weapons, the group said.

Labour rights

Factory employees from the Myanmar Pou Chen Company—a supplier for international
footwear brand Adidas—began a campaign last week demanding that the minimum daily
wage of 4,800 kyat ($2.28) be increased to 8,000 ($3.80) as the prices of basic commodities
continue to rise. The minimum wage was raised from 3,600 to 4,800 kyat in 2018, with
existing laws requiring stakeholders to assess it every two years.

Employees from the Myanmar Pou Chen Company
demand that the minimum wage be increased
from 4,800 to 8,000 kyat as basic commodity
prices rise (Supplied)

Urban violence

The notorious Insein Prison in Yangon was

targeted in a grenade attack at around 4am on
August 22, according to a police source. Using a 40mm grenade launcher, a group of
unidentified individuals threw a bomb at the site and reportedly injured a member of the
prison staff.
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Multiple explosions went off in Yangon on August 20 and 21. According to a member of the
Yangon Urban Guerrillas Association, a junta court and an electricity office in East Dagon
Township were targeted in attacks. Two alleged informants from Thanlyin and Twante
townships were also assassinated over the weekend and a 100-household administrator
from North Okkalapa was shot by three armed individuals on August 20. He was injured in
the head.

Myanmar Now is unable to independently verify these incidents.
Junta affairs

On August 16, the coup regime announced that more than 4.04b kyat (US$1.924m) was
distributed as pension funds to a total of 491 former Union- and state-level government
officials and parliamentarians who served during the 2016-2020 parliamentary term that
preceded the 2021 coup. Among the MPs who received the funds were reportedly 217
members of the ousted National League for Democracy (NLD) administration, 13
independent MPs and 98 members of the military-allied Union Solidarity and Development
Party (USDP). Aung Kyi Nyunt, a former Upper House MP and a senior member of the NLD,
dismissed the move as the latest attempt by the junta to claim legitimacy as a government.

Banned from Facebook, Myanmar military spokesperson Zaw Min Tun said in an August 17
press conference that the junta is seeking to promote an alternative social media platform.
He announced that the military is planning to prohibit Facebook access across the country

and replace it with a locally-made forum.

Khin Yi who served in the coup regime's cabinet as
immigration minister is tipped as the new chair of the
military-backed Union Solidarity and Development
Party (Khin Yi / Facebook)

The coup regime announced a reshuffling of staff
within its military-appointed cabinet on August 19,

with immigration minister and former police chief Khin
Yi no longer in the regime’s administration. Several sources within the military-backed USDP
speculated that he will soon be appointed the party’s new chair, replacing current leader
Than Htay. The military also replaced Chin State minister Ngun San Aung with retired Lt-Col
Vung Suan Thang, a psychiatrist who contested the 2015 elections as a USDP candidate in
the state.

The reshuffle also included the Central Bank’s current governor Than Nyein and one of his
deputies, Win Thaw. The two were forced to retire last Friday and Than Than Swe, another
deputy governor who was targeted in an assassination attempt by resistance forces in April,

was promoted to the role of governor. The military appointed Maj-Gen Zaw Myint Naing to
her previous position as deputy.
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Shan Civilians Fear Returning To Village In Kyaukme
By SHAN - August 21, 2022

About 200 citizens displaced by fighting between rival armed groups are still unable to
return home, although soldiers have abandoned their village in Kyaukme Township,
northern Shan State.

Soldiers occupied Hukwat during fighting between the Restoration Council of Shan State
(RCSS) and allied groups, the Shan State Progress Party (SSPP) and the Ta’ang National
Liberation Army (TNLA) in November 2021.

A male resident who requested anonymity explained that RCSS soldiers were already there
before the arrival of the SSPP and TNLA.

Damaged and abandoned house in Kyaukme

After they left “TNLA and SSPP told us that they
tried to remove all the landmines,” the man said.
Although everyone wants to go home now that the
fighting has stopped, they fear that there are still
some hidden explosives.

SSPP spokesperson Maj Sai Phone Harn told SHAN
he understands the villagers’ dilemma. “Their

village is locates in our controlled territory and we’re trying to help them. Their problem is
our problem; their difficulties are our difficulties.”

The villagers have taken shelter in the Shan Literature and Culture Association building in
Kyaukme town or with relatives.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/25266

Ko Jimmy’s wife calls out Myanmar junta over his ‘unjust execution’
By Mizzima | 22 August 2022

The wife of democracy veteran Ko Jimmy AKA Kyaw Min Yu has called in a statement for the
Myanmar junta to be held accountable for his “unjust execution” in July and for the murder
to be considered a war crime.
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In a statement released on Facebook on 20 August, Ma Nilar Thein called on organizations
and the international community to take action and warned of more possible executions.

Here is the personal Statement of Ma Nilar Thein on the execution of Ko Jimmy:

1. Since the SAC regime led by Min Aung Hlaing illegally seized the power of the nation, they
have unlawfully killed so many people, and this “Death Penalty” punishment is also an
unlawful act of murder and is a war crime.

2. The SAC regime never informed anything about Ko Jimmy from the time when he got
arrested to the time that he was executed. And, he didn’t have any rights as a political-
prisoners such as prison visits, receiving medicines and foods from the family, and legal
representation from a lawyer. And, the trial was also a closed trial too and no one was able
to access the trial.

3. A family member was allowed to have a Zoom Meeting with him for around 20 minutes,

just a day before they carried out the execution. And, no one has informed about when and
where they would carried out the execution. In addition to that, the SAC regime pretended

as they would not yet carry out the execution.

4. The SAC has refused to return the dead body or any evidence that can proof the
execution, back to the family since they have announced that “they have carried out the
punishment” on the military-own newspaper.

5. It is clear that the SAC has violated the rights of the prisoner that they executed,
moreover, they have also violated the rights of the family even after the execution. This
bluntly shows that the SAC has violated human rights and standard valued of people by
using arms and power.

6. | have learned through video records that a mob with around (50) people came to the
houses of Ko Jimmy and Ko Phyo Zeyar Thaw on 27th July 2022. They stoned and threw with
eggs at the houses and shouted that they have lost their family members because of Ko
Jimmy and Ko Phyo Zeyar Thaw. We have confirmed that they don’t belong to any victims
and they were the members of the USDP party, which is a subordinate organization under
the terrorized SAC and members of religious extremist groups. And, media organizations
and social media have expressed that this is just one of the agenda of the terrorized SAC.
And, it was clear that the SAC had organized similar kinds of violence campaigns in the early
time of the coup.

7. Since the coup in 2021, 76 political prisoners are under the death row and 41 political
activists are death sentenced under absentia. This sums up 117 people under the death row
including underaged young people, university students and women. This is the time for the
international community to pressure from all possible sides to stop such kind of inhumane
unlawful killings.
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8. This unjust action of execution bluntly insults all of us, including people of Myanmar and
pro-democracy activists amid the international diplomatic missions and ASEAN Human
Rights Organizations pressured the SAC not to carry out the execution.

9. I strongly urged all the governments and organizations from the international community
to take more effective actions against the SAC since | heard about more potential executions
as | don’t want to see no similar cases like my husband, Ko Jimmy in the future.

Ma Nilar Thein (Wife of Ko Jimmy)
88th Generation Peace and Open Society.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/ko-jimmys-wife-calls-out-myanmar-junta-over-his-unjust-

execution

Number of IDPs in Myanmar reaches over 1.2 m after Feb 1

PUBLISHED 20 AUGUST 2022 | EMG

The United Nations Office for the Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA Myanmar) announced
that there have been more than 1.2 million IDPs in
Myanmar since February 1, 2021, including more
than 900,000 people who fled their homes.

Fighting continues in several states and regions

across Myanmar, resulting in civilian casualties and
. displacement. The OCHA Myanmar stated that the

fighting that has intensified since the end of July, especially in Hpakant Township of Kachin

State, is worrying.

At least 300 houses were burnt down and about 500 households were affected by the
attacks in Se Zin Village, Hpakant Township. So far, more than 2,000 people from Se Zin
village have fled their homes, seeking refuge in six displacement sites in Tar Ma Hkan and
Haung Pa villages in Hpakant Township. However, this number is expected to increase as
many others could not leave and were trapped inside the village, the statement said.

The OCHA has been engaging with the relevant stakeholders to ensure humanitarian access
and delivery of assistance to the newly displaced people in Hpakant Township with some
support already reaching those in need through local partners, it said.

Nationwide, 1,249,600 people are now displaced nationwide according to UN figures as of 8
August, including 903,000 who remain displaced as a result of conflict and insecurity since
the February 2021 military takeover, it said.
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https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/number-of-idps-in-myanmar-reaches-over-12-m-after-
feb-1

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi could return home after verdicts, says Senior General Min Aung
Hlaing

PUBLISHED 21 AUGUST 2022 | REUTERS FOR THE DAILY START FROM ANN
Photo- AFP

Myanmar's military chief said on Friday he
would consider allowing deposed leader
Aung San Suu Kyi to be moved to house
arrest from prison but only after verdicts in a
litany of cases against her have been
reached.

Aung San Suu Kyi, ousted in a widely
condemned military takeover last year, was moved to a jail in the capital Naypyitaw in June
where she is being held in solitary confinement, the army said. The Nobel laureate and
democracy champion, 77, has spent around half of the last three decades under house
arrest.

Since then, Aung San Suu Kyi has been charged with at least 18 offences ranging from graft
to election violations, and has already been sentenced to several years' jail. She has called
the accusations absurd and denies all charges against her.

Military Chief Min Aung Hlaing's written remarks, read out on state television, came in
response to a request made by a top U.N. official who visited Myanmar this week and asked
for Aung San Suu Kyi to be allowed to return home.

"l will consider the matter...after the verdict is done," he said in the statement. "We did not
impose strong charges on her and showed mercy even though we were able to do more."

Aung San Suu Kyi, the daughter of Myanmar's independence hero, was first put under house
arrest in 1989 after huge protests against decades of military rule. In 1991, she won the
Nobel Peace Prize for campaigning for democracy but was only fully released from house
arrest in 2010.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/daw-aung-san-suu-kyi-could-return-home-after-

verdicts-says-senior-general-min-aung-hlaing
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Myanmar Junta Court Approves Sale of Suu Kyi’s Historic Family Home
By THE IRRAWADDY | 22 August 2022

Myanmar’s junta-controlled Supreme Court approved the sale of the family home of the
country’s ousted leader Daw Aung San Suu Kyi on Monday, approving a petition from her
older brother U Aung San Oo to sell the house.

The lakeside villa in Yangon is where Suu Kyi was held under house arrest for 15 years by the
previous military regime, but has been the source of a bitter family dispute between Daw
Aung San Suu Kyi and her estranged elder brother for decades. In 2000, while Suu Kyi was
under house arrest, U Aung San Oo sued her claiming that the house was his.

A real estate developer said that the villa, which sits on almost two acres of land in Yangon’s
most prestigious neighborhood, is currently worth around USS27 million on the open
market.

U Aung San O0’s case was initially thrown out by the courts, but he then filed a new suit,
claiming joint ownership of the property. In 2016, a Yangon court ruled that Daw Aung San
Suu Kyi owned the two-story building and half of the land, while another building on the
property and half of the land belonged to her brother.

In January 2019, U Aung San Oo appealed to the Supreme Court, petitioning for the auction
of the residence and a share of the proceeds. His petition was approved by the junta-
controlled Supreme Court on Monday, even as Daw Aung San Suu Kyi is being held in
solitary confinement in Naypyitaw Prison.

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s lawyer has said that she intends to use the house as the base for
the Daw Khin Kyi Foundation, a charity founded by her and named after her and her
brother’s mother.

The colonial-style house at 54 University Avenue on the shores of Yangon’s Inya Lake is a
historic site. Suu Kyi received then US President Barack Obama and Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton at the house in 2012.

The 1.9-acre-strip of land was given by the then government to Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s
mother in 1947, following the assassination of her husband, independence hero General
Aung San. Daw Khin Kyi lived in the house until her death in 1988.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-court-approves-sale-of-suu-kyis-

historic-family-home.html
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Myanmar Junta Reshuffles Regional Commanders
By THE IRRAWADDY | 22 August 2022
Myanmar’s regime reshuffled its military commanders last week, according to junta sources.

The Northern Command chief Major General Myat Thet Oo and the Southeastern Command
head Maj-Gen Ko Ko Maung switched positions.

The regime also transferred Eastern Central Command chief Maj-Gen Hla Moe to the
Triangle Region Command which had its commander, Maj-Gen Myo Min Tun, transferred to
the Eastern Command. Eastern commander Maj-Gen Lin Ni Aung was transferred to the
Eastern Central Command.

A source, who asked for anonymity, said: “Commander swaps are normal. Commanders
have greater authority at this time. They have the full authority to mobilize fighters and
helicopters now. Previously, mobilizations were handled by the army’s commander-in-
chief.”

The regime has also replaced the chief of 13th Military Operations Command, Brigadier
General Myint Tun Naing, with the commander of Division 66 based in Bago.

The replacement came as the 13th, which is fighting in Karen State, is suffering heavy
casualties, according to military sources.

Former army captain Lin Htet Aung, who defected and has been helping the resistance, said
the reshuffles are normal but they might bring tactical changes.

“They are all using violence. But they can now take more violent measures. They may take
additional measures to cut the resistance forces from the people. They may conduct joint
operations using combat support units from various places. And they may use more lethal
weapons,” he said.

The 13th’s chief was replaced mainly because of desertions and heavy casualties, Lin Htet
Aung added.

“Some have deserted with weapons to join the resistance. Some have defected to the Cobra
Column which operates with the Karen National Union [KNU]. It suffered heavy casualties in
Thay Baw Boe so leadership changes were inevitable,” he said.

Of the five commands, there are no ongoing clashes for the Triangle Region and Eastern
Central commands. The other three are engaged in fierce clashes.

The Northern Command oversees Kachin State and the Southeastern Command operates in
Mon and Karen states.
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The Kachin Independence Army and people’s defense forces (PDFs) are fighting the regime
in Kachin State and the armed wings of the KNU and other PDFs are fighting in Mon and
Karen states.

The Eastern Command oversees southern Shan State and Kayah State, where Karenni
resistance forces are fighting the regime. Eastern Central Command operates in central Shan
State and Triangle Region commands eastern Shan State.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-reshuffles-regional-

commanders.html

Junta Watch: Plans for Facebook Substitute Unveiled; Military Admits Coup, and More
By THE IRRAWADDY | 20 August 2022
Regime to replace Facebook with its own social media platform

The Facebook logo is displayed next to a screen
& showing that the social media platform cannot be
accessed. / AFP

This sj i
IS site can't be feacheq

Unable to spread propaganda on the social media
platform Facebook, which is synonymous with the

internet in Myanmar, the regime is seeking an
alternative.

At the junta’s most recent press conference on Wednesday, spokesman Major-General Zaw
Min Tun revealed the regime’s plan to ban Facebook and replace it with a homegrown social
media platform.

Facebook has barred Min Aung Hlaing from its site since 2018, and took down the official
page of the Myanmar military and the accounts of senior military leaders following the
coup. Military-owned businesses were also barred from advertising on Facebook, and
nationalist posts and pages were also removed.

Junta spokesman Zaw Min Tun has called Facebook the main channel used by anti-military
forces to instigate instability and violence.

Following the coup, the Myanmar military shut off the internet and telephone lines and cut
access to major social media sites including Facebook. It is also amending the Cybersecurity
Law to include a punishment of three years in prison for using a virtual private network
(VPN) to access the internet.
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Moreover, the regime is routinely violating citizens’ privacy by demanding to check their
phones for VPNs or any content deemed to be anti-military. Phones are seized and owners
detained if VPN apps are found—a serious human rights violation.

China, which has huge influence over the regime, also bans Google, Facebook, Twitter and
Wikipedia and criminalizes unauthorized use of VPNs. It would not be surprising if the
regime is taking cues from Beijing.

Junta to monopolize Myanmar’s fuel market

Amid serious fuel shortages and price hikes in Myanmar, the military regime has formed a
committee to import fuel from Russia chaired by former Lieutenant General Nyo Saw,
chairman of the military-owned conglomerate Myanmar Economic Corporation (MEC), in an
attempt to monopolize the market.

Nyo Saw is a long-time trusted aide of junta leader Senior General Min Aung Hlaing. As the
man who manages the Myanmar military’s businesses, he plays a key role in financing the
military regime.

The committee also includes military-linked cronies such as Maung Maung Naing, CEO of
Yetagon Energy Co, who fronts businesses owned by Aung Pyae Sone, the son of junta
leader Min Aung Hlaing.

The committee is tasked with purchasing, storing and distributing Russian fuel to the
domestic market as well as to the Myanmar military and junta-controlled ministries.

At a regime meeting on Wednesday, Min Aung Hlaing blamed suppliers for the soaring fuel
prices in Myanmar, accusing them of manipulating the market. He told the Myanmar people
not to worry as a steady supply of fuel purchased from Russia would arrive soon. Time will
tell.

Spokesman confesses coup

Min Aung Hlaing has repeatedly insisted to Myanmar’s people and the international
community that his ouster of the elected government on Feb. 1 last year was not a coup,
but a takeover in line with the law. But junta spokesman Major General Zaw Min Tun
appeared to depart from that line when he told a regime press conference on Wednesday
that the National League for Democracy had forced the military into staging a coup.

Since the putsch, the Myanmar military has repeatedly said the takeover was a legal step
that it was forced to take after the NLD government failed to respond to its grievances over
electoral fraud. But now, the regime has admitted that it was in fact a coup.

As post-election tensions between the military and the NLD escalated in January last year, it
was Maj-Gen Zaw Min Tun who refused to rule out the possibility of a coup.
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More than 18 months since the coup, the regime is faced with growing resistance across the
country and a faltering economy. Meanwhile, people are suffering from an increase in the
cost of living, including soaring food prices, thanks to the mismanagement of Min Aung
Hlaing.

Myanmar, Russia to open consulates

Min Aung Hlaing and Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov
in Naypyitaw on Aug. 3./ Cincds

Amid the international condemnation of the Myanmar
military for its coup and of Russia for its invasion of Ukraine,
Moscow and Naypyitaw are planning to open consulates in
each other’s countries, junta spokesman Major-General Zaw

Min Tun told a regime press conference on Wednesday.

Russia has supported the military coup, and the Myanmar military regime has returned the
favor by backing Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. Lately, the two countries have been
promoting economic cooperation in addition to military and diplomatic ties.

With arms supplied by Russia, the Myanmar military has been fighting resistance forces and
killing civilians. Myanmar is also working to import fuel from Russia to address the country’s
fuel crisis.

The regime is also planning to open Russian-language courses for hotel and tourism staff as
it hopes to attract Russian travelers to Myanmar.

Just as the military regime was drawing international ire over its hangings of four pro-
democracy activists, Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov visited Naypyitaw in early
August to show Moscow’s support for the junta. Junta leader Min Aung Hlaing also urged
the Russian foreign minister to move the Russian Embassy from Yangon to Naypyitaw.

In short, Russia and the Myanmar military have truly become partners in crime.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/specials/junta-watch/junta-watch-plans-for-facebook-

substitute-unveiled-military-admits-coup-and-more.html

A Brief History of the UN’s Failed Missions in Myanmar
By THE IRRAWADDY | 22 August 2022

Last week’s meeting between UN special envoy Noeleen Heyzer and the Myanmar junta
chief ended without any breakthrough, becoming yet another failed UN mission to the
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country, one of many involving the world body’s diplomats and military rulers of Myanmar
since 1990.

Rather, regime chief Min Aung Hlaing took the meeting as an opportunity to personally vent
his discontent at the UN, as well as to lecture the envoy, according to a transcript of the
meeting the regime released on Friday in response to the envoy’s statement, which the
regime said was “one-sided” and “created misunderstanding about Myanmar.” In her
statement after the meeting on Aug. 17, the envoy outlined the discussion and said the
meeting didn’t in any way confer legitimacy on the regime.

According to minutes of the meeting, Min Aung Hlaing expressed his displeasure at the
world body’s refusal to recognize the regime’s representative, among other things. He also
told a barefaced lie, claiming that “Myanmar has gained stability”, which he said made it
hard for him to understand why the UN has issued many statements expressing concerns
about the country. He told Heyzer that it would be more appropriate to make comments on
Myanmar only after gaining an understanding of the real situation in the country, and
criticized her decision to take a flight from Yangon to Naypyitaw, saying she missed an
opportunity to see the situation on the ground by traveling in a car. Plus, contradicting
mounting evidence, he denied his troops were torching civilian homes.

In short, the envoy returned from Myanmar barehanded after enduring an hours-long
dressing-down on various topics from Min Aung. She was given a low-grade reception and

used by the junta to promote its legitimacy, something it has been internationally denied.

She outdid her predecessors, however, by prompting the regime to release a transcript of
the meeting, which was unprecedented.

The meeting between the UN special envoy and Myanmar regime leader was the UN’s latest
attempt to mediate peace in the country, which has been consumed by conflict sparked by
the military coup last year.

But it failed, just as all the world body’s previous efforts in the country did, especially those
dealing with the country’s military rulers over the past more than 30 years.

The UN has appointed a series of envoys on Myanmar since 1990, when the country was
under military rule after the failed pro-democracy uprising in 1988.

It started with Japanese diplomat Sadako Ogata, who was appointed as an independent

expert by the UN Commission on Human Rights.

Her successors included Malaysian businessman Razali Ismail and Nigerian diplomat Ibrahim
Gambari, who tried to create a dialogue between then junta chief Than Shwe and detained
opposition leader Daw Aung San Suu Kyi.

Razali, who served from 2000 to 2006, made 12 visits and Gambari traveled to Myanmar at
least four times. But both failed to bring tangible results.
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When the Malaysian diplomat quit in 2006, he told The Irrawaddy, “It is best to conclude
that | have failed.” Some of the UN envoys brought with them conflicts of interest that
tainted the public’s perception of them. Rumors circulated that some UN envoys took
“boxes of presents” from the generals. Some Myanmar people called Gambari “kyauk yu
pyan,” which means “one who takes gems and then leaves,” according to The Associated
Press.

A Malaysian company headed by Razali, IRIS Corp, even clinched a business deal with the
military government, selling high-tech passports to the regime.

Then came Heyzer’s predecessor Christine Schraner Burgener. In September last year,
shortly before her term as the UN Secretary General’s special envoy on Myanmar was to
end, the Swiss diplomat tweeted that her efforts to facilitate an “all-inclusive dialogue in the
interest of the people were not welcomed by the military.” In other words, she confessed
that her months-long attempts, in the wake of the takeover, to persuade the coup leaders in
Naypytaw to engage in dialogue to settle the political and social turmoil caused by the coup
had failed.

Heyzer began her duties in December 2021. Unlike her predecessor, she was invited by Min
Aung Hlaing to visit the country. But like all the envoys before her, she failed the Myanmar
people.

Her failure highlights one of the UN’s historic problems: its lack of muscle, especially in
dealing with such a repressive country. It has now been 32 years that the UN has failed the
Myanmar people by sending one envoy after another. It must take harsher approaches to
the regime. If not, the world body will merely be a thing of ridicule, not only among
Myanmar people but to Min Aung Hlaing himself.

In the wake of the meeting, the Special Advisory Council for Myanmar (SAC-M), a group of
former UN experts on the country, urged Heyzer to engage more with Myanmar’s parallel
National Unity Government (NUG) instead. While meeting with Min Aung Hlaing may have
been essential to the special envoy in attempting to fulfil her mandate, it said, “It is clear
that nothing of significance will come of it.”

SAC-M member Yanghee Lee, a former UN special rapporteur on Myanmar, said

Heyzer must now be looking forward to formally engaging with the NUG, which was formed
by the elected lawmakers of the ousted National League for Democracy and their ethnic
allies, and commands the loyalty of the vast majority of Myanmar people.

“She must go the extra mile to find a solution acceptable to the peoples of Myanmar,” Lee
said.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/a-brief-history-of-the-uns-failed-missions-in-
myanmar.html
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