PEACE Info (August 10, 2022)

Myanmar’s National Unity Government seeks to arm its fighters
At least eight civilians reported dead as Myanmar military torches another Sagaing Region
village
More than a thousand villagers flee Sagaing region battle
Junta troops kill 5, torch hundreds of homes in Kachin state village
Military uses airstrikes to fend off KIA attack in Hpakant
At least Eight Civilians Killed as Myanmar Junta Launches Airstrikes in Kachin and Kayah
States
Patient killed as Myanmar military airstrike hits Loikaw clinic
Arakan Army Detains Myanmar Junta Ally in Rakhine State
Civilians Taken By Shan State Armed Groups
Myanmar Junta’s ‘People’s Security Groups’ Exposed as Fraud Intended to Divide People
Min Aung Hlaing Is Destroying the Myanmar Military
Myanmar Junta Chief Among Key Suspects Identified in Rohingya Genocide Case
Japanese-Trained Myanmar Army General Involved in Massacre, HRW Says
Thai University in Deal With Myanmar’s Spring University to Accept Striking Students
ASEAN aid promised in May has yet to reach Myanmar’s refugees
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Myanmar’s National Unity Government seeks to arm its fighters

By Sai Wansai |

This photo taken on July 7, 2021 shows members of
the Karenni People Defense Force (KPDF) taking part
in military training at their camp near Demoso in
Kayah state. Photo: AFP

How is the Spring Revolution faring?

When it comes to the answer, there is both cause for
hope and also worried concern, as the answer is intertwined with the National Unity
Government (NUG) and its relations with the Ethnic Armed Organizations (EAO), and the
cold, hard fact that many resistance groups or People’s Defence Forces (PDF) are poorly
armed, and experimenting with home-made rifles and improvised explosive devices (IED).

To gain an insight into the progress being made by the Spring Revolution, it is useful to
assess the statements made around the NUG’s first anniversary, to assess how much of the
resistance sits under the NUG umbrella and how much is independent, and then to look at
more recent developments, including the angry spate of PDF reactions in the wake of the
junta’s execution of four pro-democracy activists.

Myanmar sees daily firefights but how is the battle for Myanmar’s soul faring?
WELCOME TO THE REVOLUTION

The NUG did not miraculously appear out the ether the day the military illegally grabbed
power in 2021. It took a couple of months to coalesce.

Now, over 18 months after the coup, we are in a better position to make an assessment of
progress of what has been called the Spring Revolution.

On 16 April this year, the NUG issued a press release concerning its performance on the first
anniversary of its founding. It outlined the NUG's achievements in five areas which were
foreign relations, social, economy, military and politics.

Concerning foreign affairs, the NUG said it was calling on the international community to
ditch recognition of the illegal military junta and push for recognition of the NUG and Spring
Revolution.

In the United Nations, Ambassador Kyaw Moe Tun continues to represent Myanmar on
behalf of the NUG, while its functionaries and ministers have been meeting and discussing
with high officials from friendly countries. Documentation is being compiled on crimes
against humanity committed by the junta in coordination with domestic and foreign
organizations. NUG representatives were appointed to the Czech Republic, UK, Norway,
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France, Australia, South Korea and Japan. The NUG is working to gain representation in
ASEAN. It is also preparing to open a representative office in the US.

In the social sector, the NUG provides support for public service such as healthcare and
education, including humanitarian aid for the needy public and supporting the Civil
Disobedience Movement (CDM) which has been a crucial part of the Spring Revolution.

The NUG has been providing online healthcare to the public and has opened 51 hospitals
and 44 basic healthcare clinics in its controlled areas. It also provides healthcare services to
the public through 167 mobile clinics. Besides, the NUG has reopened some nursing
universities and conferred the participants Nursing Degrees accordingly. The NUG is also
preparing to reopen the medical universities.

In the educational field the NUG is implementing virtual online teaching for basic, higher
and vocational training through its education boards in 286 townships. The NUG has started
working on in-person teaching in its controlled areas.

Within a year, the NUG was able to provide around 2.72 billion Kyat in humanitarian funds.
It is systematically working in cooperation with the Coordination Committee composed of
ethnic organizations, the Public Administrative Bodies, the PDFs, relevant MPs and the civil
society organizations (CSOs). In addition, the NUG was able to provide aid to more than
50,000 pregnant women. The NUG is planning to honour the CDM staff, according to its
press release.

Militarily, the NUG is implementing the central command system by forming the Central
Command and Coordination Committee (C3C) in coordination with its allied armed groups.
The NUG’s Defence Ministry has formed PDFs in more than 250 townships along with 259
regiments and units. More than 100 of the 354 Local Defence Forces (LDFs) formed in urban
and rural areas are affiliated with the NUG’s PDF regiments and units. Within one year, the
NUG has spent around $30 million on the military sector.

The NUG’s Defence Ministry, the PDFs, the LDFs and the ethnic armed organizations (EAOs)
control around 50 per cent of the total area of the country, according to the NUG’s press
release.

To date, the total number of soldiers and police members defection to the people's side has
reached some 10,000 and about 450 million Kyat have been spent on the defectors.

The NUG has been holding informal talks with the EAOs with the aim to overthrow the
military junta and end the military dictatorship.

In the economic sector, the NUG has prioritized to cut off the income sources of the junta,
such as cutting the connections with the big oil companies like Total and Chevron which are
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its major income sources, to be in tune along with the economic sanctions imposed by
foreign countries. Up until March 2022, the NUG has sold up to 72,580 treasury bonds to
raise funds for the revolution.

In the political sector and transitional period, the NUG vowed and committed itself to strive
for a federal democratic union as aspired to by the people according to the Federal
Democracy Charter approved at the People’s Congress led by the National Unity
Consultative Council (NUCC), according to its first anniversary press release.

MILITARY IMBALANCE

The press releases of a host of PDF groups might give the impression that the war is being
won against the forces of the military junta. But reality is more nuanced.

Myanmar Peace Monitor, published by the Burma News International in its Issue No: 50, 20
April 2022 titled, “NUG Annual Report Card” writes:

“According to the facts included in the NUG’s one-year anniversary statement, the future
journey of the Spring Revolution is very satisfying. However, the NUG’s protection of the
people from cases like the Military Council’s atrocities, massacres and mass burnings, arson
in Thantlang of Chin State and the burning of houses in the villages in Sagaing Region, is
guestionable. It is found that the NUG is weak in arming the PDFs and providing technical
assistance and the necessary funds for the revolution forces which emerged in urban and
rural areas although the NUG declared the nationwide revolt against the military group.”

“The NUG’s trust, understanding and support for the revolutionary forces which are making
resistance by taking up arms is not enough to crush the deeply-rooted dictatorship as the
Military Council is equipped with better weapons.”

“In an interview with the RFA, the NUG’s Defence Minister said only 25 percent of the
revolutionary forces in urban and rural areas could affiliate with the NUG over the one-year
of the Spring Revolution. Except the record-taking and the issuance of statements which
denounce airstrikes across the country, the NUG could do nothing.”

Seen from what the NUG’s Defence Minister Ye Mon said it is clear that a lot needs to be
done to bolster the armed wing or PDF forces of the NUG in order to change the military
balance in its favour.

BUILDING MILITARY CAPABILITY

What is clear is that the last year has seen rush by largely young participants to take up arms
against the military junta — but a desperate realization that the arms are hard to find.

The peaceful anti-coup rallies of the first few weeks after the February coup turned into
bloody crackdowns in March 2021. This in turn gradually morphed into armed resistance
when confronted with the junta’s extreme repression.
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“Open fighting between the military regime and the pro-democracy movement began on
March 28th, 2021 when junta troops stormed a protest camp in Tarhan ward, Kalay Town in
Sagaing Region. Protesters in Tarhan, armed with makeshift weapons, resisted the security
forces,” writes Ye Myo Hein in his recent study titled “One Year On: The Momentum of
Myanmar’s Armed Rebellion” published in May 2022.

“Fighting quickly sprang up in other parts of the country. Completely unanticipated by the
coup leaders, an armed resistance movement erupted in the Bamar-dominated heartland of
Myanmar, which had witnessed little armed conflict for several decades,” he points out.

The newly-formed groups are known widely as PDF, with some joining the EAOs.

Those who worked independently and also under the NUG soon found out acquiring
weapons was not an easy task, especially in the central regions like Sagaing and Magwe, and
fighting with home-made guns was not a solution. So, they turned to making improvised
explosive devices (IED).

Military-grade weapons imported or made in EAO-run factories typically cost triple when
they reach central Burma, which the PDF in these areas could ill afford. But in contrast
assembling IEDs is relatively easy and affordable and its usage is also potent in guerrilla
warfare.

Laying a string of IED along the road and detonating it together when the enemies enter the
killing zone has been a tactical strategy largely used in Chin State, Sagaing and Magwe
regions, including Karen, Kachin and Karenni states, with high effectiveness. It is known as
“Padaeda mine”, which means a string of connected mines exploded together at the same
time, causing huge damages to the junta's troops, as evident by the numerous attacks on
the junta troops countrywide by the resistance groups.

The PDF and LDF in Sagaing learning from YouTube and sharing know-how between
themselves went from making rudimentary guns to assembling explosives and mines
according to various social media reports.

As of May, Yinmabin PDF in Sagiang Region was able to produce a long-range artillery
system that has a range of around nine miles, according to their claims.

Reportedly, they were able to use it and the artillery fire in one attack killed about 10 junta
soldiers when they targeted a bunker in the fighting in Sagaing's Kani Township on 12 May.

MAKING WEAPONS
How can we view the efforts being made to arm the fighters of the Spring Revolution?

Following these rudimentary weapons production efforts, some of which proved deadly to
the makers, the People Soldiers Production Team (PSPT) was formed in December 2021.
They include graduates of the Defence Service Academy and military officials from the
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Directorate of Artilleries — and represent a first in self-produced weapons by insurgent
forces in Myanmar, according to a RFA report 10 June.

Accordingly, they said when they joined the CDM or resistance they took all the instruction
blue-prints necessary for the production of weapons.

Captain Nyi Thuta, the leader of the PSPT, told RFA Burmese that the group had selected
four types of guns and other weapons for production from eight it had experimented within
the last six months. The new weapons are already being used in military campaigns.

“We are manufacturing single-shot firearms. We also produce automatic submachine guns.
They can fire single shots or empty an entire magazine,” he said.

“We are also manufacturing land mines as well as bombs that can be dropped using drones.
We have plans to produce many other weapons, but we can’t disclose that information right

”

now.

Nyi Thuta said that while the research required to manufacture a gun typically costs up to 1
billion kyat (US$540,000), the cost to produce them outside of a factory is as much as four
times cheaper than those on the market. He gave the example of a PSPT-produced
submachine gun, which costs only 1.3 million kyat (US$700) compared to 5 million kyat
(USS2,700) from a retailer.

Nyi Thuta said that PSPT weapons are of “standard quality and effectiveness,” but the group
is only able to produce one-eighth of what normal manufacturers can produce because of
limited access to equipment, according to the RFA report.

ASSESSING THE RESISTANCE FORCES
Who are the groups that make up the Spring Revolution resistance?

In the aftermath of the February 2021 military coup revolutionary groups popped up like
mushrooms following the massive crackdowns of the mass rallies across the country. Four
months after officially forming the PDFs, the NUG declared a “people’s defensive war”
against the military junta on 7 September 2021, which undoubtedly helped fill up the ranks
of the revolutionary groups in a major way.

Terminology matters but it can also be confusing to an outsider.

On 5 May, the NUG formally announced the “People’s Defence Force (PDF)” which are
broadly classified into two categories as “local defence forces” (LDFs) and those linked with
the NUG’s Ministry of Defence (MOD), which are known as “PDFs,” according to Ye Myo
Hein in his study mentioned above.
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According to him “LDFs have mostly developed from local defence teams, and they operate
in their townships (somewhat) independently and separately from the NUG while remaining

I”

outside its command and contro

“The PDFs on the other hand bear stronger connections to the shadow government — some
were formed by, others recognized by, and a few commanded by the NUG,” he writes.

“Beside LDFs and PDFs, there are also People’s Defence Teams (PDTs, or PaKaPha in
Burmese) formed by the NUG. The main task of the PDT is to engage in urban guerrilla
warfare, to provide trainings and necessary logistics, to mobilize the public and to
coordinate during major offensives with the PDFs,” according to Ye Myo Hein.

He explained the broadly-based new revolutionary groups as follows: “Unlike the periphery-
based ethnic armed groups, the PDFs, PDTs, and LDFs extend throughout the whole country,
from Tanintharyi in the south to Kachin in the north and from Karenni and Shan in the east
to Chin in the west. Despite their ubiquity, they are unevenly distributed, as Sagaing hosts
the largest number and Ayeyarwady and Shan have only a small number.”

According to him, the NUG initially formed five regional commands namely: Northern,
Eastern, Southern, Central, and Western Regional Commands, but later those regional
commands were later merged into three military divisional commands, No. (1) Military
Divisional Command, No. (2) Military Divisional Command and No. (3) Military Divisional
Command.

“The PDFs are formed as battalions under the Military Divisional Commands, and the PDTs
are township-based defence forces under the control of the NUG’s Ministry of Defence.
Most LDFs are also township-based militia groups formed by the local pro-democratic
activists, but some were coalesced into district, region, and state-level coalitions. The NUG
has also started forming People’s Administrative Teams (PATs, PaAhPha in Burmese) and
People’s Security Teams (PSTs, PaLaPha in Burmese), of which the former is mainly
concerned with administrative activities and the latter with public security duties.”

Regarding the strength of the newly-formed groups he writes: “The total number of the
PDF/PDT/LDF personnel is difficult to estimate. We estimated that it hovers around 25,000
in our November report, but we expected that the figures would increase as the initial
volunteers passed their basic military lessons on to other young activists. Based on our
February 2022 data, the total number of the PDF personnel is now around 40,000, and the
number within the PDTs is not much different from that figure. U Ye Mon, the NUG Defence
Minister, said that the number of PDFs is between 50,000 and 100,000.”

Concerning the problemat of acquiring armaments he writes: “The other main challenge is
to acquire arms and ammunition. So far, the NUG and EAOs have managed to procure only
around 10,000 small arms for the PDFs, while it is estimated that approximately 5,000 rifles
were purchased on the black market by individual PDFs and LDFs, with the support of public
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donations and with their own money. The 15,000 small arms represent only 20 to 25
percent of all the weapons needed by all the anti-junta combatants. Most resistance forces
therefore rely on home-made firearms produced by the local arms-manufacturing facilities.”

On capacity to produce much needed firearms he writes: “According to my findings, there
are about 70 weapons manufacturing workshops, of which 10 to 12 percent can produce
semi-automatic rifles, including 3-D printing productions, but most are still rudimentary.
These home-made firearms serve about 30 to 40 percent of localized armed requirements.”

Regarding the lack of heavy armaments and an air defence system he writes: “In addition to
a significant shortage of small arms, the resistance forces severely lack heavy armaments.
Photos and video footage frequently posted on social media demonstrates that some forces
have acquired more advanced weapons, such as machine guns, rocket propelled grenade
launchers and mortars, but these are in very limited numbers. Throughout the past several
months, the Sit-Tat (Myanmar Army) has been launching heavy offensives against the PDFs
with air-power, artillery, and armoured-vehicles, and countermeasures such as artillery,
anti-air, and anti-armour capabilities are still unavailable to anti-junta forces. Although some
EAOs possess heavy equipment, such as China-made man portable air defence systems,
they are reluctant to hand them over to the newly-founded armed outfits.”

PROGRESS BUT LIMITED FUNDING

NUG’s Defence Minister Ye Mon on 5 May, to mark the first anniversary of the PDF's
establishment, told Myanmar Now in an interview that he was satisfied with the progress
made.

“l am actually very satisfied with the PDF’s journey over the past year. I'm proud of it, in
fact. Our comrades started from nothing at all. They had no military training and no
weapons. At the beginning of the armed resistance, they had to invent their own weapons
to fight back against the junta. So, you can say we have really come a long way since then.”

“We have been able to arm our troops to some extent, so that’s a win for us. When the PDF
was first founded, we didn’t even have any funds, but thanks to the people’s support and
our troops’ commitment, dedication and perseverance, we managed to overcome many
challenges,” he added.

Responding to the question to what extent have the PDF been armed, he said: “We have
formed a total of 259 PDF battalions and local defence forces in 250 townships, according to
our latest records. We have also finished forming regional commands and supervision
teams. We are prioritizing the formation of supervision teams for each district at the
moment.
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“In just eight months, we managed to arm 10 times more troops than when we started. We
have collected more weapons and ammunition for the coming months. Therefore, we are
going to be able to provide more weapons for the defence forces.

“We are also finally able to make our own semi-automatic rifles and support is also given for
the production of those rifles. Therefore, the revolution is going to pick up momentum in
the coming months,” he added.

Naing Htoo Aung, permanent secretary of the NUG Ministry of Defence, echoed the
sentiment of his superior Ye Mon according to the media reports.

When he was asked if more direct attacks against the junta were to be expected this year,
he confidently answered “Yes”.

He said his ministry needed over USS100 million to arm all the PDF troops and due to
underfunding it can only fund 10 per cent of the troops.

The defence ministry has a separate unit for weapon production provided financial, material
and technical assistance to the production groups. It has achieved significant improvement
after numerous failures and started to see the benefits of the money it spent on research
and development over the last year. The ministry attaches great importance to the weapon
production and details on the development will be revealed at an appropriate time.

While the junta's research think-tank said the NUG's defence department weapon
manufacturing cannot be effective and accurate due to the lack of necessary precise
machinery, the PSPT is of a different opinion.

Thein Tun Oo, executive director of the pro-military Thaenaga Institute for Strategic Studies
think tank, said any weapons produced outside of factory settings would be largely useless
against Myanmar’s military, according to the RFA report in June.

“The technology needed to build military weapons requires far more precision than what
can be found in civilian industry. The accuracy required is on the micro-scale level, so |
guestion whether that can be achieved in a regular workshop,” he said.

“Secondly, it would be nearly impossible for them to maintain consistent quality on a mass-
production scale, given the lack of raw materials. ... These challenges are crucial to
overcome if they are hoping to win a revolution.”

However, Naing Htoo Aung, permanent secretary of NUG, rejected Thein Tun O0’s views,
suggesting that with help from the NUG in securing funding and raw materials, the PSPT’s
weaponry could turn the tide for the resistance.

“In this situation, improving self-production facilities, both in terms of quality and quantity,
is the most helpful way to contribute to the revolution,” he said.
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Although the NUG's defence ministry had spent around US$30 million in funding on the
resistance movement, it acknowledged that it would not be able to supply all the PDF units
with enough weaponry needed, the RFA report said.

However, if SR-1 (Spring Revolution -1) production rollout, which is in the category of sub-
machine gun can be produced between 300,000 to 500,000 it will be a big game changer
and the revolution will finish quickly, Naing Htoo Aung said.

The SR-1 sub-machine gun production which will continue is mainly aimed at supplying the
revolutionary forces in Sagaing Region.

“We are helping Sagaing Region in two patterns. One is giving the weapons which we
produce to them directly and the other is sharing know-how and financial aid so that they
can produce the weapons themselves,” said CDM Captain Nyi Thuta, according to Myanmar
Pressphoto Agency in its 13 May report.

The NUG through Foreign Minister Zin Mar Aung and UN representative Kyaw Moe Tun
have been pushing for military material and related support.

Meanwhile, in the wake of the July executions of four pro-democracy activists, there has
been a noted uptick in do-or-die resistance by the PDFs against the military junta.

Whatever the junta was thinking in allowing the judiciary to go ahead and hang these men,
the actions appear to have prompted a redoubling of efforts by the PDFs to oust the
generals, sinking any possibility of dialogue between the two sides.

POSSIBLE END GAMES?

Behind the die-hard euphoria of the Spring Revolution resistance movement is a question of
the end-game outcome, at least in the medium term.

Burma experts and analysts have posited four likely scenarios.

First, the junta will be able to crush all the opposition groups and resume unchallenged
authority again like in the past.

Second, the ethnic-democratic opposition — NUG, PDFs and EAOs - wins the fight and are
able to establish the much aspired to and anticipated federal democratic union.

Third, the stalemate drags on and a long war of attrition continues without decisive victory
for any party.

And fourth, the country falls into an abyss with the various armed groups ruling their
fiefdoms in a failed state manner.

By all indications, the present situation is akin to the fourth scenario, in practical terms.
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But the NUG/PDF, together with the EAOs may be able to avert the outcome in line with the
number two scenario of beating the military junta and delivering a democratic federal union
to the people.

Political settlement through dialogue with the junta is unthinkable, given its crimes against
humanity, reign of terror and tyrannical rule that has killed and detained thousands of
people, for the majority of the ethnic-democratic groups - although a small portion of EAOs
still are open for negotiation with the junta and a few are sitting on the fence.

In addition, the mood of the people can be summed up in a line displayed often in flash
demonstrations across the country that reads: “Thwe Kywe Mar Pay Sut Saya Ma Shi Bu”
which literally means “Blood debts cannot be repaid”.

In concrete terms when it comes to the EAOs, the nationwide ceasefire agreement (NCA)
signatories of the Restoration Council of Shan State (RCSS), Democratic Karen Benevolent
Army (DKBA), Karen National Liberation Army — Peace Council (KNLA-PC), New Mon State
Party (NMSP), and Pa-O National Liberation Organization (PNLO) are open for negotiation
with the junta, while the United Wa State Army (UWSA) and Mongla or National Democratic
Alliance Army (NDAA) are prepared to sit on the fence.

After a break of two years of an informal ceasefire since end of 2020, the Arakan Army (AA)
might be on the verge of re-entering the armed conflict against the junta, due to the rivalry
of imposing their respective administration apparatus in Arakan State. Likewise, the Shan
State Progress Party (SSPP) could also be in the same situation as the junta is pressuring it to
remove three of its outposts which until now has rejected thrice by the SSPP.

Speculation is rife that the junta is not satisfied with the UWSA as it has not sided with the
junta as expected but chosen to sit on the fence; and teasing SSPP is a way to irritate the
UWSA or touching the water to find out whether it will really side with its ally SSPP when
the junta really starts to attack SSPP.

The territories of SSPP and UWSA are adjacent and also the former serves as a buffer for the
latter, which is crucial to its security and has to be protected at all cost. Thus, if the SSPP is
attacked, the UWSA might abandon its fence-sitting stance and enter the armed conflict
fray.

In contrast, the Chin, Kachin, Karen, and Karenni states EAOs are generally in tune with the
NUG/PDF concerning the common outlook of replacing the junta and uprooting the military
dictatorship, so that the people's aspirations can be realized.

Thus, the task of the NUG, as the principal representative of the Bamar-dominated regions
will have to be two things to heighten the tide of the Spring Revolution.

One is to put more effort into soliciting and realizing the broad alliance of ethnic-democratic
forces politically and militarily, even though it is already on the right track.
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Another is to work for more military capability by empowering the PDF with more weapons
and combat readiness, with the aim to take down the military junta in any way possible.

When it comes to the NUG’s scorecard over a year after its establishment, positive marks
can be offered despite the hurdles they have faced. But the body that makes up the official
hub of the Spring Revolution will have to do far more to pull out the stops if Myanmar is to
become a free, democratic and federal union.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/myanmars-national-unity-government-seeks-arm-its-
fighters

At least eight civilians reported dead as Myanmar military torches another Sagaing Region
village

Junta forces airlifted into Depayin Township burn half the homes in a village and take
dozens of people hostage, locals say

Linn Htin | Published on Aug 10, 2022

A car and motorcycles torched by the military column
that occupied Kaing Kan village from August 4-6
(Supplied)

Myanmar army troops operating in eastern Depayin
Township in Sagaing Region set fire to the village of
Kaing Kan over the weekend, killing at least eight

residents in the raid, according to local sources.

A resident of the area and a member of a resistance force both told Myanmar Now that two
army helicopters shot at the village on the morning of August 4, dropping soldiers in three
to four locations between Kaing Kan and neighbouring In Pin Ya Din who then proceeded to
launch a ground assault.

The troops occupied Kaing Kan until Sunday morning, torching it as they left.

“They set fire to a few houses on the first day but torched most of the village on the
morning of their departure,” a local man said.

Some 145 of the village’s 300 homes were destroyed, and four bodies were found within the
remains of one burned household.

Two more people were found dead in the sewer canal on the outskirts of the village
following the raid.

The identities of the six people were not confirmed at the time of reporting.
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Soldiers also reportedly shot and killed a 60-year-old man from another Depayin village,
Shaw Phyu, and his two sons among dozens taken hostage from the area. Another villager
from In Pin Ya Din was also said to have been shot and killed, according to the two local
sources.

Myanmar Now is unable to independently verify the number of civilian victims in the

assault.

The remains of homes destroyed by the
military column that occupied Kaing Kan
village from August 4-6 (Supplied)

According to the Depayin Township Brothers,
a local anti-junta defence force, the military
column responsible for the attack was made
- 5 | up of around 80 troops. They identified the
soldiers as being from nght Infantry Battalion (LIB) 376, normally based in Kyauktaw,

Rakhine State—hundreds of miles southwest of Depayin.

A spokesperson for the resistance group said that in addition to homes, the junta troops
also set fire to rice mills, cars, motorcycles and farm equipment in Kaing Kan.

“Nothing at all is left,” he told Myanmar Now.

He said that the soldiers took more than 35 people hostage: 14 from Shaw Phyu, 10 from In
Pin Ya Din and 12 from another village, Nagabo.

“They are using the civilians as human shields to prevent an attack [by the resistance] with
explosive devices,” the defence force spokesperson said.

At the time of reporting, he stated that the column from LIB 376 was occupying the village
of Mu Kan Gyi, also near Kaing Kan.

At least 1,886 civilian homes have been destroyed across the country by the military since
the February 2021 coup, according to monitoring group Data for Myanmar. The majority
were in Sagaing Region.

The junta has repeatedly denied responsibility for such attacks and has instead blamed the
acts on resistance forces.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/at-least-eight-civilians-reported-dead-as-

myanmar-military-torches-another-sagaing-region
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More than a thousand villagers flee Sagaing region battle

Residents say they are afraid to return to their village to count casualties as around 100
troops are still there.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.08.10

The charred remains of Tin Dein Yan village in Sagaing
region's Ye-U township, which was attacked by junta
forces. Ye-U township's People's Defense Group

Two People’s Defense Force members died in fighting
with Myanmar junta troops in Sagaing region’s Ye-U
township. A local PDF commander confirmed they
were both members of the local defense force. The
PDF said at least 10 junta troops also died but RFA

could not independently verify this.

More than 1,000 locals fled Kone Thar, Ywar Thit, Nga Pyaw Taw and Kun Ohn villages
after air raids on Wednesday, residents told RFA.

A Kone Thar resident, who declined to be named for security reasons, said during the
battle in the village the junta used helicopter gunships and fired on the village for around
30 minutes.

Fighting broke out when junta soldiers arrived from Nyaung Hla and Mu Son villages.

Helicopters were brought in to help the soldiers, arriving twice in the morning to drop off
troops and fire on PDF members.

The local resident told RFA the gunfire was not just aimed at the militia but also damaged
roads and a hospital.

Although most of the residents were able to flee, some elderly people were left in Kone
Thar.

Locals said they don’t know how many residents were killed because they were afraid to
return to the village until the fighting died down.

They said around 100 junta soldiers are still in Kone Thar.

RFA’s calls to Sagaing region’s Military Council Minister of Social Affairs Aye Hlaing went
unanswered.

Military Council spokesman Maj. Gen. Zaw Min Tun, said in the past the military council
forces only attack villages in Sagaing Region that are training and hiding members of the
PDFs.

Page 14 of 66



Internet and telephone access in Ye-U township is often cut off when junta forces carry
out raids, locals told RFA.

The U.N. Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UNOCHA) said more than
1.2 million people have fled their homes across Myanmar between the Feb. 1, 2021 coup
and Aug. 3.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/more-than-a-thousand-villagers-flee-
08102022054632.html

Junta troops kill 5, torch hundreds of homes in Kachin state village

The three-day raid followed the capture of a military camp by paramilitaries and ethnic
rebels.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.08.10

T R Rl Undated file photo of aerial view of Se Zin
: E R village, Hpakant township, Kachin state.
Citizen journalist

Junta troops killed five civilians and torched
as many as 400 homes over three days of air
raids, heavy artillery fire and fierce clashes

with a joint force of ethnic rebels and pro-
democracy paramilitaries in northern Myanmar’s Kachin state, residents said Wednesday.

Four of the victims were killed on Tuesday when military jets flew the first of eight
bombing runs over Se Zin village in the jade mining township of Hpakant, killing a child,
said a resident, who spoke on condition of anonymity, citing security concerns.

“The last plane bombed at about 8:00 p.m. and then they fired at the village with
machine guns and 60-mm heavy weapons,” he told RFA Burmese.

“The child died on the spot when his house was hit by the shelling. One woman had to
have her leg amputated. And this morning, about 6:00 a.m., a family was shot at while
trying to leave on a motorcycle. The husband and wife and their son [all died].”

The fifth victim, a man in his 40s, died on Monday when a shell fell on his house during
heavy fighting near the village, the resident said.

He told RFA that there may have been additional casualties in the village, but said they
hadn’t been confirmed.
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The raid followed a Monday attack by a combined column of ethnic Kachin Independence
Army (KIA) and anti-junta People’s Defense Force (PDF) paramilitaries that led to the
capture of a military camp in Se Zin village and a pro-military Shanni National Army (SNA)
camp located across the river in Shwepyi Myint village in Sagaing region’s Homalin
township. The joint force also attacked the Se Zin Village Police Station on Tuesday.

RFA was unable to confirm the number of casualties in the clashes.

Another Se Zin resident, who also did not want to be named, said hundreds of homes in
the village were destroyed in a fire set by junta troops.

“There are about 500 houses in the whole village and 300 or 400 have been turned to
ash,” he said.

“The fires were set by the military and the Shanni forces. They did it deliberately. They
even set fire to houses that were left undestroyed [in the bombing].”

Se Zin is a busy village surrounded by private gold mines in Hpakant’s Hawng Par village
tract.

The fighting forced more than 3,000 residents of Se Zin to flee to the township’s Tar Ma
Hkan village, about an hour away by motorcycle, where they are sheltering in schools,
churches and monasteries, the resident said.

He said the refugees had fled with only the shirts on their backs and are in need of
emergency food, clothing and medicine.

Other residents of Hpakant told RFA that some of the villagers remain trapped in Se Zin,

where the military has set up a camp.

township, Kachin State. Credit: Citizen
| journalistThe ‘usual response’

Speaking to RFA on Wednesday, Social Affairs
Minister Win Ye Tun, who serves as the junta’s

" spokesperson in Kachin state, said the details of
the situation in Se Zin village are “not yet
known,” but said the military is “ready to help” those who have fled their homes.

“We have contingency plans for people who have to leave their homes because of
fighting,” he said.

“l haven't received any news yet about the fires or the clashes. | am the minister of social
affairs, so reports about the fighting don’t come to me.”
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Col. Naw Bu, the news and information officer for the ethnic Kachin Independence
Organization (KI0O), said it has become “routine” for the military to burn the homes of
residents whenever there is a clash.

“Last night, there was an attack on the police station in Se Zin village and this is the usual
response of the [junta],” he said.

“When there is a battle with their adversaries, whether it is near a village or their camp,
or in the village, they won’t hesitate to kill people or torch houses.”

Naw Bu confirmed that there had been three consecutive days of heavy fighting in Se Zin
village beginning on Monday and that the military had “launched aerial attacks all day”
on Tuesday.

The raid on Se Zin comes less than a month after about a week of clashes beginning on
July 16 between the military and the armed opposition in and around the village.

Hpakant is one of the most heavily militarized townships in Kachin state. The military cut
off mobile internet access to the area on Aug. 20 last year.

Translated by Khin Maung Nyane. Written in English by Joshua Lipes.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/kachin raid-08102022185524.html

Military uses airstrikes to fend off KIA attack in Hpakant

KIA forces successfully overran an army outpost a day before their failed attempt to seize
control of a police station on Tuesday

Nyein Swe | Published on Aug 10, 2022

KIA soldiers in Mai Ja Yang, a town controlled by the
group in northern Kachin State (STR/AFP via Getty
Images)

The Kachin Independence Army (KIA) failed on
Tuesday to capture a police station in Kachin State’s
Hpakant Township, a day after overrunning a

military outpost and a rival ethnic army’s checkpoint

in the same area.

Residents of Sezin, a village located about 50km southwest of the town of Hpakant, said that
the military carried out two airstrikes there on Tuesday afternoon to repel the KIA attack.
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The KIA troops began their assault at around 1pm, and a military helicopter and a fighter jet
arrived about 30 minutes later, a local man told Myanmar Now.

Earlier, he said, several shots were fired from a helicopter at places around the village where
KIA troops were believed to be located.

“They fired randomly around the village at around noon, before the clash started, and then
resumed after the KIA began their attack on the police station,” he said.

Residents of the area fled after the clash broke out, and are still sheltering at a nearby
monastery, according to a woman who lives in the village.

Fighting continued until around 3pm, she said, adding that the KIA forces retreated after
coming under aerial assault.

“The police station is not that big, but the KIA couldn’t attack it properly because of the
airstrikes,” the woman said.

Myanmar Now attempted to contact KIA information officer Col Naw Bu for further details
on the incident, but he was unavailable for comment.

A day earlier, KIA forces captured a nearby junta outpost and a checkpoint manned by
members of the Shanni Nationalities Army (SNA), an ethnic armed group accused
of collaborating with regime forces.

Five junta soldiers stationed at the outpost were reportedly taken prisoner, and several
bodies were seen near the SNA checkpoint after it came under attack.

It was unclear how many casualties there were from the two days of fighting, but at least
one 40-year-old man was reported dead after an army artillery shell landed near the police
station in Sezin on Monday.

An SNA member in 2016 (SNA)

Citing local sources, SNA spokesperson Col Sai
Phone Han confirmed that several members of the
group had been killed, but said that the exact
number was still unknown.

“We are still monitoring the situation,” he said,

adding that the SNA troops retreated because they
were outnumbered.

The KIA also clashed with regime troops near Sezin in July, pinning down an army column for
three days, until the military launched a series of airstrikes.
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Since then, the junta forces have remained mainly on a hill east of Sezin, with
reinforcements coming in by helicopter, according to sources.

The KIA has had a number of serious battles with regime forces and their allies over the past
month, not only in Hpakant, but also in Tanai and Waingmaw townships in Kachin State and
Kutkai Township in Shan State.

The group has spoken out against last year’s coup, and the chair of its political wing, Gen
N’Ban La, has vowed to collaborate with the country’s people and other organisations to
“eliminate the dictatorship.”

The SNA has denied siding with the regime, but said that it had joined forces with junta
troops in some cases to fight back against incursions by other groups on its territory.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/military-uses-airstrikes-to-fend-off-kia-attack-in-
hpakant

At least Eight Civilians Killed as Myanmar Junta Launches Airstrikes in Kachin and Kayah
States

By THE IRRAWADDY | 10 August 2022

Almost the entire village of Sezin in Hpakant Township, Kachin State was burned down on
Tuesday after being bombed and torched by military regime jets and junta troops.

Several dozen villagers were reportedly killed and wounded in the attacks, which destroyed
between 400 and 500 homes. However, the exact number of casualties is unknown,
according to residents and Kachin media outlets.

But five villagers were confirmed killed by the junta airstrikes, a resident told The Irrawaddy
on Wednesday.

The airstrikes and arson attacks came after a combined force of the Kachin Independence
Army (KIA) and the Kachin Regional People’s Defense Force (PDF) raided and seized a
military base outside Sezin Village and a pro-junta militia camp in nearby Shwe Pyi Myint
Village on early Monday morning.

Fierce clashes continued in Sezin Village on Tuesday as the KIA and the local PDF attacked
regime troops and militia from the pro-junta Shanni Nationalities Army (SNA), who were
defending the police station in the center of the village.

During the firefight, regime jet fighters bombarded the residential area around the police
station twice, while junta reinforcements were airlifted in by helicopters, said a resident.
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Sezin Village in Kachin State’s Hpakant Township
before it was destroyed by junta airstrikes and arson
attacks./ Photo- CJ

Regime jets launched three more airstrikes on
Tuesday night and early Wednesday morning. After
the airstrikes, SNA militia torched almost all the
houses still standing.

Regime forces also opened fire on villagers who were trying to put out the fires, added the
resident.

At least two villagers were gunned down by junta forces while trying to extinguish the fires,
according to the resident.

On Wednesday morning some residents fled the village, but many others are still trapped in
the village or its monastery, said local media and residents.

Villagers sheltering at the monastery have been threatened by regime forces that they will
be shot if they go outside.

“They [regime forces] violate all military codes of conduct and all laws as they have even
killed prisoners of war, children and civilians across the country. They are burning down
villages. They also conduct indiscriminate killings since they regard all civilians as their
enemies,” said the Sezin resident.

He added: “They [regime forces] don’t follow any military rules and regulations and
international laws as they are not soldiers anymore. They are just murderers.”

Clashes between resistance forces and the junta soldiers continued until Wednesday
morning.

In mid-July, several days of intense fighting between regime soldiers and a combined force
of the KIA and PDFs took place in the area. The regime launched airstrikes after suffering
heavy losses in the clashes.

Amid near-daily attacks from PDFs and ethnic armed organizations, regime forces across the
country have relentlessly committed atrocities including the arbitrary killings of civilians,
extrajudicial killings of resistance detainees, burning people alive, using civilians as human
shields, air and artillery strikes on residential areas, looting and burning houses and acts of
sexual violence.

Junta airstrikes in Kayah State

A civilian was killed and two others wounded on Tuesday when regime jets bombed
residential areas of Loikaw District in southeast Myanmar’s Kayah State.
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On Tuesday morning, the jets conducted three airstrikes on Dawpapar Village outside Loilin
Lay, a town in Loikaw District, without any provocation, said the Karenni Nationalities
Defense Force (KNDF).

One civilian was killed and two injured in the bombing, while a medical clinic and house
were destroyed.

After the airstrike, the junta’s artillery battalion 250, which is based in Loikaw, shelled
Dawpapar Village many times, added the KNDF.

The KNDF said that the military regime is brazenly committing war crimes by conducting
deliberate air and artillery strikes on civilian targets for no reason.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/at-least-eight-civilians-killed-as-myanmar-junta-

launches-airstrikes-in-kachin-and-kayah-states.html

Patient killed as Myanmar military airstrike hits Loikaw clinic

The attack is just the latest carried out by regime forces on a medical facility in Karenni State

Esther ) | Published on Aug 10, 2022

The clinic in Daw Par Pa after it was hit by an
airstrike on August 9 (Supplied)

A man was killed in Karenni (Kayah) State’s
Loikaw Township on Tuesday after the clinic
where he was receiving treatment was hit by a
Myanmar military airstrike, according to locals.

The victim, 60-year-old Thoe Reh, was at the
clinic in the village of Daw Par Pa, east of the town of Loilin Lay, when it came under attack
on Tuesday morning, residents said.

“I’'m not sure if he was inside or outside of the clinic at the time,” a person living in the
village told Myanmar Now, adding that there were no other casualties.

“They dropped so many bombs. The fighter jet passed over the area three times,” said the
villager, who spoke on condition of anonymity.

According to a statement released by the Karenni Information Center, Thoe Reh was a
resident of Daw Se, another village in the area.

Daw Par Pa is a village of around 300 households. Its population also includes people from
other villages who have been displaced by the ongoing conflict in Karenni State.
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According to another resident, the air raids on Tuesday also forced children studying at the
village school to flee.

Myanmar’s junta has not released any comment on the incident.

This is not the first time that the regime’s forces have bombed a medical facility in the state.
A number of other rural clinics have also come under attack, and in February, two hospitals
were hit during raids in Demoso Township.

In November, a charity clinic run by Loikaw’s largest Catholic church was forced to close
after junta troops raided it and arrested members of its medical staff.

According to a statement released by the Progressive Karenni People’s Force on August 1,
the military has carried out a total of 157 airstrikes in Karenni State and southern Shan
State’s Pekhon Township since last year’s coup.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/patient-killed-as-myanmar-military-airstrike-hits-

loikaw-clinic

Arakan Army Detains Myanmar Junta Ally in Rakhine State
By THE IRRAWADDY | 10 August 2022

The leaders of the Arakan Liberation Party (ALP) have vowed to take revenge for the
detention of one of their senior members by the Arakan Army (AA).

The powerful Rakhine ethnic armed organization seized Lieutenant Colonel Khaing Paw Lin,
a key figure in the ALP, on August 2 from his house in Narzi Ward in Sittwe, the Rakhine
State capital, said the ALP.

The ALP and its armed wing the Arakan Liberation Army are an ethnic Rakhine revolutionary
group formed in 1967 to fight for equality. They are based along Myanmar’s border with
Bangladesh and India. The ALP signed the Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement (NCA) in 2015.

ALP leader Daw Saw Mra Razar Lin and Lt-Col
Khaing Paw Lin attended the peace talks with
junta leader Senior General Min Aung Hlaing in
June. / ALP

On Sunday, the ALP detained a resident of Narzi
Ward, Ko Aye Ko, in connection with the AA’s

abduction of Lt-Col Khaing Paw Lin. Another man, Ko Kanache, escaped arrest, ALP
spokesperson Khaing Kyaw Soe told The Irrawaddy.
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“A group of people from Narzi Ward are responsible for the arrest of Lt-Col Khaing Paw Lin.
We learned that they were assigned by the United League of Arakan [the political wing of
the AA]. They arrested Lt-Col Khaing Paw Lin and handed him over to the AA. We have
detained the people who are involved in the arrest. We have strong evidence. We can’t
tolerate anymore. We will also arrest other accomplices,” said the ALP spokesperson.

The ALP had opened an office in Narzi Ward and Lt-Col Khaing Paw Lin was helping
rehabilitate former drug users, said ALP leaders.

Junta soldiers were involved in the arrest of Ko Aye Ko, who the ALP accuse of being
involved in the Lt-Col’s detention. Ko Kanache was injured in his leg after regime troops
opened fire as they attempted to arrest him, but still managed to escape, said locals.

“Around 20 people were involved in the arrest. Some of them were speaking Burmese. It
appears that Ko Kanache resisted arrest. | heard gunshots. Maybe they fired shots at him as
he ran away,” said a Narzi resident.

ALP spokesman Khaing Kyaw Soe denied that shots were fired or that regime soldiers were
involved in the arrest.

U Myat Tun from the Arakan Human Rights Defenders and Promoters Association said: “It
panicked residents when the ALP made an arrest in the ward. As the ALP is a NCA signatory,
it should not engage in acts that frighten the people.”

Along with ALP leader Daw Saw Mra Razar Lin, Lt-Col Khaing Paw Lin attended the peace
talks staged by the military regime in June in the Myanmar capital Naypyitaw.

The AA has previously detained at least ten ALP members, all of whom it is still holding, said
ALP central executive committee member Khaing Aung Soe Than.

On August 3, the ALP released a statement calling for the release of Lt-Col Khaing Paw Lin,
saying his arrest could harm the unity of the Rakhine people and Rakhine groups marching
toward the same goal of equality for Rakhine people.

However, the AA has remained silent about Lt-Col Khaing Paw Lin’s detention.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/arakan-army-detains-myanmar-junta-ally-in-

rakhine-state.html

Civilians Taken By Shan State Armed Groups
By SHAN - August 10, 2022

Ethnic armed groups (EAGs) have repeatedly abducted civilians during their war for territory
in Shan State. Just last week, the Shan State Progress Party (SSPP) arrested 28 villagers from
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Panglong Township in southern Shan State and released 15 residents of Wan Kon on the
same day.

According to Sai Hsu, secretary of the political party Shan Nationalities League for
Democracy in Loilem Township, the victims are ordinary civilians. “Locals have told me that
these people have nothing to do with any organisation. We still do not know where the
SSPP has detained them nor have | been able to contact them.”

SHAN could not reach SSPP spokesperson Maj Sai Phone Harn even after several calls to his
mobile phone.

According to the Tai Freedom media group, the Restoration Council of Shan State (RCSS),
which is fighting the SSPP, released 24 prisoners of war on Saturday 6 August. Of these, 18
were allegedly SSPP soldiers, 5 were informants for the rival Shan armed group and one was
a Ta’ang National Liberation Army (TNLA) soldier.

Panglong Township

Additionally, every year in nearby Laikha
Township, RCSS abducts civilians and forces
them to join their army.

TNLA soldiers abducted Pan San villagers in Ohm

Ngan village tract at 11pm on 29 July. According
to locals, 30 soldiers kicked in people’s doors to seize about 20 abductees. In the process,
they beat and arrested a teacher who'd filmed them taking her husband, who wasn’t on the
official recruitment list. He heard that the teacher was taken to Queensaland village.

TNLA spokesperson Maj Tar Aik Kyaw told SHAN, he never heard about the woman’s alleged
arrest, but confirmed that they recruited other villagers from Ohm Ngan village.

”If a family has two sons, we recruit one of them who is at least 18 years old and resides in
the area we control,” he said, explaining that most of them are of Ta’ang nationalities.

The vice chair of Ta’ang’s National Education Committee also told SHAN that the teacher
was not among those recently arrested.

In previous months, TNLA soldiers forcibly recruited villagers from Loi Kon in Kyaukme
Township and some of the youth fled to Thailand to avoid becoming soldiers against their
will.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/25259
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Myanmar Junta’s ‘People’s Security Groups’ Exposed as Fraud Intended to Divide People
By SAW MOE SET (DAWNA MYAY) | 10 August 2022

Apart from physically fighting the resistance forces, the Myanmar military regime, which
seized power from a democratically elected government in a coup last year, is also waging
psychological warfare against the people in its bid to maintain its grip on power.

To the junta’s dismay, one of its schemes to drive a wedge between people was foiled
recently.

A few months ago, the regime announced that it would form “people’s security groups
comprising people who want to serve the interests of their region” in order, it said, to
protect civilians against the People’s Defense Force.

Such a group was reportedly formed in Hinthada, Ayeyarwady Region in June. A list of
members of the Hinthada people’s security supervisory group was leaked on social media
on June 26, causing a commotion among locals.

Nationalist monks undergo firearms training in
Sagaing Region on Feb. 11, 2022. /CJ

One of the familiar names on the list was U Win
Zaw, a prominent businessman in the town who
runs hotels and gold shops. U Win Zaw and his
family members came under fire after local

media outlets reported about his new role.

The following day, U Win Zaw said he did not know he was included in the group, and that
he had resigned from it.

“My father was abroad to receive treatment for his eyes when the group was formed. We
did not know about it at all, and we have sent a notification of resignation to the district
general administration office,” wrote U Win Zaw’s son on social media. He also posted
medical records of his father and the resignation letter.

The social media post exposed the lie the regime has told at its press briefings in Naypyitaw
about the so-called public security groups, which the regime claims are formed at the
request of local people, by local people and for local people.

“It is their scheme to make people kill each other. The regime has spread propaganda that
the groups are formed by the people themselves. It will be very dangerous if simple rural
folk take it at face value. People are fortunate that the lie was exposed publicly,” said a
Hinthada resident.

Nefarious scheme
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At a press conference on April 27 in Naypyitaw, junta spokesman Major General Zaw Min
Tun announced the regime’s plan to form public security groups.

He said the State Administration Council, the governing body of the regime, was
implementing a public security system that involves civilians, adding that the system would
help end violence swiftly and vowing to provide necessities for the groups.

The regime had long prepared secretly to form such groups, said a district-level
administrative official who asked for anonymity.

Nationalist monk U Wasawa and some of his followers, who
are Pyu Saw Htee members, in Kantbalu Township, Sagaing.
/ CJ

The regime started recruiting group members at the ward

and township levels in March. According to leaked
documents, a junta security meeting on March 3 issued a secret instruction to form 20-
member groups on a trial basis in every ward and village by recruiting police, war veterans,
militias, Red Cross members, firefighters, those wishing to serve the interests of their
regions, and pro-military members of the Young Men’s Buddhist Association.

The regime then rushed to activate public security groups at the township level. But the
case in Hinthada showed that the groups are only intended to sow discord among local
people. People from other parts of the country also reported that their names were
included in lists of group members without their knowledge and consent.

Pyu Saw Htee

Pyu Saw Htee is a term used to refer to pro-military supporters trained and armed by the
regime to fight the resistance groups that have mushroomed across the country since May
last year, collectively known as the People’s Defense Force (PDF).

Other junta-affiliated institutions such as police, Border Guard forces, Border Guard Police
and ethnic militia groups are also fighting alongside the regime. But the Pyu Saw Htee are
the strongest among these forces, the PDFs say.

Apart from fighting, Pyu Saw Htee have been involved in torching and looting villages in
central Myanmar, the resistance stronghold, as pro-military locals know the terrain.

There have been cases, however, in which residents were included without their knowledge
in Pyu Saw Htee and public security groups. Some have officially explained the situation to
local people, as in the case of U Win Zaw. But others have fled, fearing pressure from the
regime.

“] was forced to join a Pyu Saw Htee as an auxiliary. Then | was chosen by lot to go to the
front line,” said a man who deserted and surrendered to a PDF group in Sagaing. The
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Defense Ministry of the parallel National Unity Government (NUG) has provided shelter for
him.

Three villages between Magwe’s Gangaw and Sagaing’s Kale—Kyauk Pyote, Taung U Pyintha
and Hanthawaddy—are notorious in Myanmar as Pyu Saw Htee villages. Despite this
reputation, however, some who fled the area said that in fact only a small percentage of the
local population are real Pyu Saw Htee.

“Our village has as many as a thousand of people, but there are only 44 Pyu Saw Htee. The
rest are intimidated [by them],” said a resident of Hanthawaddy Village.

While locals fear Pyu Saw Htee leaders because of their arms, Pyu Saw Htee leaders are also
concerned that villagers might rise up against them.

“Pyu Saw Htee leaders are afraid now. They force villagers to keep watch overnight for their
security. Young men who fall asleep while keeping watch are beaten,” said a resident of
Taung U Pyinthar Village.

Locals said Pyu Saw Htee are refusing to go to battlefields in Kale, despite the fact that the
regime is offering 200,000 kyats (USS95) each to those who fight.

The regime is not providing medical treatment for Pyu Saw Htee members injured in battle.
Meanwhile, some Pyu Saw Htee have hurt themselves to avoid going to the frontline, said a
resident of Kyauk Pyote who fled his village.

As it can’t rely much on Pyu Saw Htee, the regime is attempting to form public security
groups under the cover of the military-drafted constitution, said legal experts.

“Public security groups will become the stooges of the regime, like the Pyu Saw Htee of the
Anti-Fascist People’s Freedom League [AFPFL] government. The regime will make people kill
each other. Those groups are very dangerous,” said a lawyer who is in hiding after the
regime opened a case against him.

He was referring to the Pyu Saw Htee vigilante group formed in the 1950s. Amid instability
and insurgency during the rule of the AFPFL government, the idea of forming a vigilante
group to help restore law and order was presented at a conference held by the Myanmar
military on Sept. 14, 1955.

The idea led to the Pyu Saw Htee scheme, named after a semi-legendary king of the Bagan

period, and launched with the approval of the National Defense Council chaired by then
Prime Minister U Nu.

Widely viewed as stooges of the AFPFL, the group committed every crime in the book, from
kidnapping and robbery to rape and murder, not to mention assassinating politicians of
opposition parties in broad daylight. It was later disbanded.
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Though the groups of today bear the same name, there is no direct link between them and
the group formed in the 1950s.

The regime denied any link with Pyu Saw Htee groups at its press conference on July 26. At
the same time, it repeated its idea of forming public security groups.

Like Pyu Saw Htee, the public security groups will be mainly made up of members of the
military’s proxy Union Solidarity and Development Party and supporters of ultranationalist
group Ma Ba Tha, said veteran lawyer U Kyee Myint.

“Never was a group formed by authorities—particularly the military—formed because of
faith. Those that join those groups only join for benefits. They are just a bunch of 5,000-kyat
earners [paid a daily wage of 5,000 kyats by the military], nothing more than that,” U Kyee
Myint remarked.

NUG’s response

The NUG is taking action to thwart the threat posed by the public security groups being
formed by the regime.

In May, it warned that it would treat those involved in public security groups as enemy
targets. The NUG’s Defense Ministry said it had acquired lists of people involved in public
security groups and evidence of their involvement.

The NUG also urged people to report to local PDFs if they are pressured into joining public
security groups.

With the regime finding itself in a tight corner and having trouble finding new recruits, it will
definitely deploy tactics to make the people fight each other, said Shein Htang, the
commander of the Chinland Defense Force (Kanpetlet).

“It will make people fight each other. It is the last bullet of the enemy. And we must be
extremely cautious about it,” Shein Htang warned.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/analysis/myanmar-juntas-peoples-security-groups-

exposed-as-fraud-intended-to-divide-people.html

Min Aung Hlaing Is Destroying the Myanmar Military
By DR. MIEMIE WINN BYRD | 10 August 2022

Last week’s decision to execute four political prisoners has not had the effect Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing no doubt hoped for. Far from cowing the population, it touched off
another round of protests and international condemnations and re-energized his
opponents. When the general staged his coup last year, some predicted that it would be the
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end of the Myanmar military in its current form. Snr-Gen Min Aung Hlaing is doing his best

to prove them correct. His leadership has been cruel, immoral and devastatingly inept. The
coup has brought terror, death and economic devastation to Myanmar’s population. It has

also been a disaster for his own institution—the Myanmar military. The people’s opposition
has only increased. The members of the Myanmar military need to wake up to the disaster

of Snr-Gen Min Aung Hlaing’s leadership.

Snr-Gen Min Aung Hlaing is a classic example of Machiavelli’s warning against rulers
overusing fear as the primary means to control people. Under any circumstances, the
Myanmar people would have opposed the coup and overturning of the election. But it was
Snr-Gen Min Aung Hlaing’s decision to turn guns on peaceful protesters that pushed tens of
thousands of people to take up arms. His exclusive reliance on firepower and “hard power”
to terrorize people into accepting his rule has had the opposite effect. His orders to
systematically and indiscriminately kill, torture, pillage, rob, steal, rape and terrorize
unarmed civilians have hardened the people against the military as a whole. His poor
leadership characteristics and exclusive focus on maintaining his personal power have
consistently clouded his judgement. He is unable to grasp that the people will fight until he
is removed.

In hanging on to the power he seized for himself, he is taking the military down with him.
Under him the military, once known by the term of veneration, the Tatmadaw, is now
reviled across the country. He has turned the national military into his own personal army to
rob the power from the people.

He has inducted hardened and violent criminals into his military organization to fill the
shortfall of recruits. As such, he has turned the Myanmar military into an organized criminal
gang. The military under his command has experienced an unprecedented level of
defections and desertions, while many still within the ranks shirk when they can. Morale has
plummeted. Drug use is rampant. Chains of command and discipline are in tatters as hungry
soldiers roam the countryside killing civilians. Or simply looking for food. Moreover because
of the enormous popular support for those willing to fight against Snr-Gen Min Aung Hlaing,
the once mighty military is now losing. It is suffering its heaviest battlefield casualties in
decades. On any given day, the military is losing five to 10 times as many soldiers as its
opponents. Soldiers are the single largest group of dead in the wake of Snr-Gen Min Aung
Hlaing’s coup. Somewhere between 10,000 and 15,000 soldiers have been killed. And for
what? To defend one man’s claim to power against a population that despises him?

Internationally, Snr-Gen Min Aung Hlaing has fared no better. ASEAN wants no part of him.
The bloc has broken with its own policy of noninterference to exclude him from meetings.
China is not impressed. Russia is going to get tired of him as it realizes he can no longer pay
for weapons. Russian President Vladimir Putin declined to meet him during his trips to
Russia in 2021 and 2022. Instead, he got to meet the leader of Tatarstan. Furthermore,
whether Snr-Gen Min Aung Hlaing admits it or not, everyone knows he is running out of
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money—and fast. International financial sanctions have bitten hard and deep. International
financial institutions suspended payments in February 2021. One after another the biggest
foreign companies and foreign investors have left the country. Gems and jade sales have
suffered a complete collapse. There is virtually no foreign exchange entering the country.
Min Aung Hlaing has dug deep into foreign exchange reserves, which have plummeted from
USS$7.7 billion at the time of the coup to an estimated $2.5 billion now. How does he intend
to continue paying for fuel or medicine? No one will take the kyats he is so busy printing?
The desperate measures, like banning car imports, ordering businesses to default on dollar
loans and forcing businesses and banks to immediately exchange dollars for kyats, are
simply not going to work.

When Snr-Gen Min Aung Hlaing ordered his troops to shoot unarmed protesters in the
head, he also put a noose around the neck of the Myanmar military. His orders were in clear
violation of his soldiers’ Professional Code of Conduct. When he ordered his followers to
hang the political prisoners, he also tightened the noose around the neck of the Myanmar
military even further. Every time he has had a chance to exercise leadership and solve this
political crisis of his own making in a smart way, he has instead chosen to use violence and
brutality. Every step of the way, he has misread the operational environment and
miscalculated. His latest action of executing the political prisoners was a perfect example of
his ineptitude as a military and political strategist. This action awakened and reenergized
everyone.

Snr-Gen Min Aung Hlaing’s poor decisions have no doubt been driven by inaccurate
information and his personal isolation. People around him are unable or unwilling to provide
information that is contrary to what he believes and what he wants to hear. This is a
problem of his own making. As he continues to pull Myanmar further into isolation, he is
also increasingly isolating himself within the walls of Naypyitaw. This increased isolation will
cause him to make more detrimental decisions for the country and the Myanmar military.

Dr. Miemie Winn Byrd is a professor at the Daniel K. Inouye Asia Pacific Center for Security
Studies (APCSS) in Hawaii, and a retired US Army officer. The views expressed here are her
own and do not represent those of APCSS or the US government or Department of Defense.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/guest-column/min-aung-hlaing-is-destroying-the-

myanmar-military.html

Myanmar Junta Chief Among Key Suspects Identified in Rohingya Genocide Case
By THE IRRAWADDY 10 August 2022

Some 20 key suspects, including junta chief Senior General Min Aung Hlaing and senior
Myanmar military generals, have been identified as being responsible for a clearance
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campaign against the Rohingya ethnic minority in Rakhine State that is now the subject of a
genocide case at the United Nations (UN) highest court.

(From left to right) Brigadier General Thura San
Lwin, chief of the Border Guard Police, military
chief Senior General Min Aung Hlaing, Major
General Maung Maung Soe, chief of the Western
Command of the Myanmar military 2016 to 2017.

The investigation by the Commission for International Justice and Accountability (CIJA), an
independent war crimes investigator, also reveals that the Myanmar military planned the
brutal purge of the Rohingya years in advance.

Its execution in 2017 forced over 700,000 Rohingya to flee to neighboring Bangladesh.
Those who fled said that the Rohingya were subjected to extrajudicial killings, rapes and
arson attacks by security forces. UN investigators said that the operation had “genocidal
intent”.

In its report released last Thursday, the CIJA said that during its four-year investigation it
focused on looking for evidence of high-level criminal responsibility so that the perpetrators
can be held accountable before the UN court in The Hague, the capital of the Netherlands.

“The key with a complex international criminal investigation isn’t to establish the crimes,
but establishing the individual criminal responsibility for those crimes. We’re not interested
in the low-level perpetrators. We’re interested in the generals, the leading politicians who
initiated this criminal operation,” said Bill Wiley, Executive Director of the ClJA, in the
report.

The report named the military’s chief Senior General Min Aung Hlaing, Major General
Maung Maung Soe, chief of the military’s Western Command from 2016 to 2017, and
Brigadier General Thura San Lwin, chief of the Border Guard Police (BGP), as being among
20 high level suspects responsible for the clearance operation that is the subject of the
genocide case at the UN’s International Court of Justice (ICJ) in the Hague.

Maj-Gen Maung Maung Soe and Brig-Gen Thura San Lwin were among the few senior
military officers to lose their jobs after the clearance operation, for failing to provide
adequate support and management of the army and police in Rakhine.

A photo of Brig-Gen Maung Maung was wrongly identified as Maj-Gen Maung Maung Soe in
the CIJA’s report. Brig-Gen Maung Maung was the leader of the military-appointed
lawmakers in Myanmar’s parliament, and a hostile opponent of then ruling National League
for Democracy’s (NLD) attempted reforms.

The CIJA said that document after document it obtained during its investigation revealed
the intensely bureaucratic nature of the Myanmar military, with senior commanders
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maintaining detailed awareness of all their subordinates activity and controlling every
aspect of decision making and operating procedures.

Lower-level commanders were not trusted to make decisions on their own in the field,
meaning that their actions were always approved by the highest echelons of the military,
said the CIJA.

The documents showed that senior commanders met frequently with their subordinates,
where they would propose, discuss, adopt and assign security measures as part of the
clearance operations, as well as disciplining subordinates who disobeyed such orders, and
so the senior ranks were well-informed about the actions and results of operations, added
the CIJA report.

The ClJA said a number of senior individuals from the military, police, the General
Administration Department and government ministries were among those responsible for
the crimes committed against Rohingya. But the report didn’t identify all the suspects by
name as it has begun handing its material over to prosecutors at the ICJ.

However, it seems highly likely that the military-appointed defense minister Lieutenant
General Sein Win, home affairs minister Lieutenant General Kyaw Swe, border affairs
minister Lieutenant General Ye Aung and deputy commander of the military Vice Senior
General Soe Win will be on the list.

Planned removal

Government documents going back years show plans and measures to control, monitor
oppress and direct violence at the Rohingya, with the aim to compel them to leave
Myanmar and, as time went on, to realize their physical destruction, the CIJA stated.

Plans included instituting extensive surveillance programs of Rohingya communities, it said.

Covert intelligence officers were deployed from the BGP under the guise of a new
healthcare program. They were joined by an increasing number of civilian informants,
including Rohingya, recruited as “spies and underlings to obtain fresh news” alongside the
majority Bamar population, the CIJA said.

Numerous other documents refer to the role that civilian groups could play in instigating
violence, drawing on ultra-nationalist anti-Muslim Buddhist movements, who were to be
“unified and rallied” to form militias within the villages of each district, it added.

Referring to statements from well-placed witnesses, the ClJA said that the military
leadership communicated to subordinates during the 2017 clearance operations that
Rakhine State was designated a “black” area, meaning that anyone in the area was to be
shot and killed without warning.
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Another witness describes how military and police personnel worked alongside non-
Rohingya locals to enter Rohingya villages and burn them down. With the help of
government forces, those locals also captured and threw Rohingya elderly and children into
the fires they started, the report stated.

One of the documents the CIJA attached to the report was a slide from the Myanmar
military that was shown in officer training on the UN’s “Responsibility to Protect” (RSP)
commitment, which was endorsed by all UN member states in 2005.

The slide said that although the UN and international community will continue to pressure
the military regarding the issue of northern Rakhine and demand that the Myanmar
government accept “Bengali” refugees, there is no likelihood of R2P being enforced and
breaching Myanmar’s sovereignty.

In late July, the ICJ ruled that the genocide case accusing military-ruled Myanmar of
genocide against the Rohingya can go ahead, throwing out all of the junta’s objections to
the case filed by the west African nation of Gambia.

The case opened against Myanmar by Gambia at the ICJ in 2019 has been complicated by
last year’s coup that ousted civilian leader Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and her NLD government,
triggering mass protests, bloody crackdowns and armed resistance to the military regime.

Suu Kyi, who faced criticism from rights groups for representing Myanmar at the ICJ in the
Rohingya case, has been in detention since the coup and has been put on trial on a number
of charges by the same generals she defended at the ICJ in The Hague.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-chief-among-key-suspects-

identified-in-rohingya-genocide-case.html

Japanese-Trained Myanmar Army General Involved in Massacre, HRW Says
By THE IRRAWADDY | 10 August 2022

A Japanese-trained Myanmar army general was found to be involved in a massacre of
civilians his soldiers committed in Kayah State on Christmas Eve last year, in which 35
civilians including children, women and two members of the international humanitarian
group Save the Children were burned alive.

Human Rights Watch (HRW) said on Wednesday that Brigadier General Tin Soe was
deployed at the regime’s Eastern Command headquarters, which oversees operations in
southern Shan State and Kayah State, from August 2021 to July 2022.

The massacre of at least 35 people happened on Dec. 24, 2021.
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Light Infantry Battalion 531, which operates under the Eastern Command, was implicated in

the massacre, as was Light Infantry Division (LID) 66. A LID 66 commander told Amnesty
International that all ground operations in Kayah State were overseen by the Eastern
Command.

The then-Colonel Tin Soe received training at Japan’s Ground Self Defense Force Staff
College from August 2016 to March 2017, based on information from the All Japan Defense
Association and a Defense Ministry document, HRW said.

Tin Soe served as military attaché at the Myanmar Embassy in Tokyo from 2019 to 2021,
according to a source with direct knowledge of the matter, and state media reports. Two
sources said Tin Soe left Japan after the February 2021 military coup in Myanmar and was
appointed a brigadier general. He was deployed to the Eastern Command headquarters in
Shan State’s Taunggyi in August 2021. In July 2022, Tin Soe was relocated to Myanmar’s
capital, Naypyitaw, a source said.

Since 2015, the Japanese government has accepted cadets and officers from Myanmar
under Article 100 of Japan’s Self-Defense Forces Act, which permits training and educating
foreign nationals in Defense Ministry facilities with the defense minister’s approval.

It attracted condemnation, especially from rights groups, after its acceptance of two
Myanmar military cadets after the coup in 2021. In 2022, Japan again accepted two cadets
and two officers from Myanmar for training.

Making matters worse, some officers who received training in Japan have been found to be
involved in the regime’s attack on civilians.

In May, the HRW and Justice for Myanmar, a group of covert activists campaigning for
justice and accountability, said air force Lieutenant Colonel Hiwan Moe, who was trained in
Japan, flew bombing missions over Magwe Region, an anti-regime stronghold. He is
reportedly a deputy commander of Magwe’s air base.

Following Brig-Gen Tin Soe’s case, HRW’s Asian program officer Teppei Kasai said the longer
the Japanese government continued to train Myanmar soldiers and officers, the more harm
it did to its own international reputation, as well as the lives of Myanmar people.

“As a country that wants to be recognized for promoting human rights, Japan should stand
up for the rights of Myanmar’s people and cut defense ties with the junta,” Kasai said.

Since 2021, the rights group has urged the Japanese government to immediately suspend
the training program because it risks making Japan complicit in military atrocities.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/japanese-trained-myanmar-army-general-

involved-in-massacre-hrw-says.html
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Thai University in Deal With Myanmar’s Spring University to Accept Striking Students
By NORA AUNG | 10 August 2022

Thailand’s Chiang Mai University has signed a memorandum of agreement (MoA) with
Spring University Myanmar (SUM) and will accept 500 students from the country as a
priority under a virtual fellowship programme, according to SUM.

Led by educated young people, SUM emerged in May 2021 after the military coup to fill the
education gap for students who don’t want to study under the junta’s education system. Its
objective is to educate young people to prepare them to participate in a future federal
democracy, in collaboration with the Ministry of Education under Myanmar’s parallel civilian
National Unity Government.

Located in northern Thailand, Chiang Mai University is one of the country’s most prominent
educational institutions.

In a statement released Tuesday, SUM said, “SUM is pleased to announce the signing of a
Memorandum of Agreement (MoA) with a faculty under Chiang Mai University.”

“The virtual fellowships will be taught for three months to six months and it is not [a]
graduate program but the students will get [a] recognized certificate from collaboration of
Chiang Mai University and SUM,” said SUM’s partnership director.

He added that they will accept 500 students to study for three years. The minimum
admission age is 18, with priority given to students participating in the Civil Disobedience
Movement. Their tuition will be covered, and a plan is in place to help pay the internet fees
for those who need assistance. The admissions process will begin later this year.

The training will be managed by SUM, and the curriculum and teachers will be arranged by
Chiang Mai University and other international universities.

They will also collaborate on academic programs and research projects, as well as on
partnering with international organizations for Myanmar students.

This is the second time SUM has signed an MoA, following one it signed with International
IDEA based in Sweden early this year.

The entrance of Thailand’s Chiang Mai University /
Chiang Mai University

Currently, SUM has 11 schools. It has conducted 300
certificate training programs and four diploma
programs virtually on the topics of Economics and
Management, Gender Studies, Ecology, Biodiversity

and Conservation Biology, Federal Democracy, Law,
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Climate Change, Tourism and English Language among others over the past year.
SUM is operated with the support of international donor organizations.

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken met with young Myanmar activists including a
representative of SUM on July 10 and discussed the education situation after the 2021 coup,
including the large number of CDM teachers, students and staff; how the US will support
education programs; and how to teach students who don’t have internet access in
Myanmar.

More than one-and-a-half years after the junta’s coup, many students and teachers in
Myanmar are still boycotting the junta’s education system.

About 150,000 basic education teachers have joined the CDM out of over 450,000 teachers
nationwide, according to the Basic Education General Strike Committee.

According to the junta, while 9 million basic education students are officially enrolled this
year, only 5.2 million have appeared in class, meaning nearly 4 million basic education
students are still boycotting the regime’s education system.

To fill the education gap, the NUG and pro-democracy activists have opened online and
offline schools around the country. The junta is arresting teachers who work for NUG online
schools.

The NUG operates about 52 online basic education schools and many offline schools in
Yangon, Mandalay, Sagaing, Magwe, Bago, Ayerwaddy and Thanintharyi regions, and
Kachin, Karen, Kayah, Shan, Mon and Chin states.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/thai-university-in-deal-with-myanmars-spring-

university-to-accept-striking-students.html

ASEAN aid promised in May has yet to reach Myanmar’s refugees

The bloc had agreed to deliver assistance under the supervision of the military regime.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.08.10

Displaced people flee violence in Sagaing region's
Tabayin township, July 2, 2021. Reuters

Myanmar’s junta has yet to deliver humanitarian
assistance pledged three months ago by the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) for
the country’s more than 1.2 million refugees of

conflict, who aid workers say are in dire need of
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food and medicine.

At a May 6 meeting in Cambodia’s capital Phnom Penh, the ASEAN Coordinating Center
for Humanitarian Assistance (AHA) agreed to deliver aid to Myanmar under the
supervision of the military regime, which would distribute it to those in need.

However, aid workers in northwest Myanmar’s Sagaing region told RFA Burmese that as
of Monday none of the promised aid had been delivered there or other regions with
refugees in need, including Chin, Kayah and Kayin states.

“ASEAN’s help hasn’t made it to Sagaing yet,” said Thet Oo, who is assisting victims of
conflict with the People-to-People Program in the region’s Yinmarbin and Salingyi
townships.

“It's been three months since their meeting, but nothing has come to Yinmarbin district

I”

at al
Thet Oo warned ASEAN not to trust the junta’s promises.

“The junta, which is terrorizing us, will never provide the aid or assistance they agreed to
with ASEAN,” he said.

The United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs announced on
Aug. 3 that 866,000 people had joined the ranks of Myanmar’s refugees since the
military’s Feb. 1, 2021 coup, bringing the total number to more than 1.2 million, or more
than 2% of the country’s population of 54.4 million.

Of the new refugees, some 470,000 were forced to flee their homes in Sagaing, where
clashes between junta troops and the armed opposition are among the deadliest and
most frequent in the nation.

Thet Oo said his organization is struggling to provide assistance with only donations to
rely on.

Meanwhile, the military is carrying out a scorched earth offensive in the region,
conducting raids on villages and setting them on fire, and creating new refugees each
day, he said.

In neighboring Chin state, where fierce fighting is also a daily occurrence, refugees are
also facing severe shortages, aid workers told RFA.

“The need for food and medicine is still very great. There isn’t enough food in the
mountains. No NGOs have yet come here,” a spokesman for the Mindat Township
Refugee Camps Management Committee said, speaking on condition of anonymity.
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“Since the beginning, when we heard ASEAN would be providing assistance through the
junta, we have been skeptical. It was clear that Chin state would not be included in the
distribution program. Sure enough, no aid has reached the refugees in Mindat township
to date.”

Repeated calls by RFA seeking comment from junta Deputy Information Minister Maj.
Gen. Zaw Min Tun on the status of the ASEAN aid distribution went unanswered.

Agreement panned

ASEAN’s decision to deliver assistance to Myanmar’s refugees through the junta was
slammed by the country’s shadow National Unity Government (NUG), as well as the
Karen National Union (KNU), Karenni National Progressive Party and Chin National Front
ethnic parties as “unacceptable” in a joint statement on May 30.

The groups, which the junta says are terrorist organizations, were not extended an
invitation by ASEAN to the May 6 meeting in Phnom Penh at the request of the military
regime, nor was the U.N. secretary general’s special representative to Myanmar, Nolin
Heza.

Win Myat Aye, NUG minister for Humanitarian Affairs and Disaster Management, told
RFA this week that ASEAN’s plan to provide aid through the junta will not do anything for
the people who are suffering the most in Myanmar.

“What ASEAN is doing ... is impractical. It hasn’t been successful because it never
reached those who really need it for more than three months now,” he said.

“NUG is now already working to meet the actual needs on the ground. We are working in
cooperation with international organizations, so the information we act on will be true
and we can provide the necessary help. ... In order to be successful, we need to help with
real action, not just words."

Win Myat Aye noted that the NUG disaster ministry had been providing shelter and
medicine to refugees for the last 18 months since the coup.

Aid workers helping refugees in Chin, Kayah and Kayin states, as well as some townships
in Sagaing and Magway regions, told RFA that even if the junta is working to deliver
assistance from ASEAN, it only controls Myanmar’s cities and its administration is broken
in rural areas.

KNU spokesman Pado Saw Tawney said that the junta is incapable of reaching all of the
country’s refugees on its own.

“There are over a million [refugees] according to available statistics. But in fact, what we
believe is that there may be 2 million or more,” he said.
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“This situation has become a problem that cannot be solved internally. It requires
cooperation with the international community. ... That's the bottom line. Nothing will
happen if it is carried out by the junta alone.”

The U.N. humanitarian affairs office said in its statement on Aug. 3 that the security and
humanitarian aid situations in Myanmar have worsened significantly as fighting continues
throughout the country. The agency said efforts to deliver assistance to refugees have
been hamstrung by military restrictions on the transportation of essential goods,

including food and medical supplies.

and local militias in Chin state's Mindat township,
May 2021. Credit: Citizen journalist

Call for stronger measures

Reports of the worsening refugee situation in
Myanmar came as the country’s opposition groups and analysts called on ASEAN to adopt
stronger measures in its dealing with the junta following the bloc’s 55th Foreign
Ministers’ Meeting in Phnom Penh from July 31 to Aug. 6.

During the gathering, most ASEAN member states criticized the junta for failing to
implement the bloc’s agreements and for its July 25 execution of four democracy
activists, including former student leader Ko Jimmy and a former lawmaker from
Myanmar’s deposed National League for Democracy party.

However, the wording of a statement issued at the end of the meeting was toned down
due to the objection of the Myanmar delegation. The decision regarding Myanmar will be
taken at the annual ASEAN Summit in November after studying and evaluating the extent
to which the bloc’s 2021 Consensus is implemented by the junta.

Kyaw Zaw, spokesman for the NUG presidential office, said it is no longer enough for
ASEAN to simply make criticisms. Instead, he said, the bloc should undertake “practical
measures,” noting that there is no resolution in sight for Myanmar’s political crisis more
than 18 months after the takeover.

“The 5-Point Consensus (5PC) has been disregarded and is still being ignored and it has
been almost a year and a half since the coup,” he said, referring to an agreement
between the junta and ASEAN to end violence in Myanmar during an emergency meeting
held by the bloc in April 2021.

“We're thankful that they expressed their concern and they said they condemn the
Myanmar issue. But I'd like to reiterate that now is the time to talk less and take action
more.”
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Kyaw Zaw said he welcomed the ASEAN foreign ministers’ decisions not to allow high-
ranking representatives of the junta to attend the bloc’s ministerial-level meetings in the
future, set a precise time frame for the implementation of the ASEAN Consensus, and to
hold formal discussions with the NUG.

Zero implementation

Under the 5PC, the junta agreed to end to violence in the country, facilitate constructive
dialogue among all parties, and allow the mediation of such talks by a special ASEAN
envoy. The 5PC also calls for the provision of ASEAN-coordinated humanitarian assistance
and a visit to Myanmar by an ASEAN delegation to meet with all parties.

Even regime leader Snr. Gen. Min Aung Hlaing acknowledged that the junta had failed to
hold up its end of the bargain on the consensus in a televised speech earlier this month in
which he announced that the junta was extending by six months the state of emergency
it declared following last year’s coup. He blamed the coronavirus pandemic and “political
instability” for the failure and said he will implement “what we can” from the 5PC this
year, provided it does not “jeopardize the country’s sovereignty.”

The junta’s failure to abide by the 5PC drew criticism last week from U.S. Secretary of
State Antony Blinken, who told Voice of America’s Khmer service that if the agreement is
not met, ASEAN should adopt new measures, including suspending Myanmar’s
membership in the bloc.

Calls to junta spokesman Zaw Min Tun on ASEAN’s criticism went unanswered.

The junta’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs said in a statement that inviting a lower-level
delegate from Myanmar to the ASEAN Foreign Ministers' Meeting and related meetings
was a violation of the bloc’s charter.

Thein Tun Oo, executive director of the pro-military Thayninga Strategic Studies Institute,
warned that ASEAN would become weaker if Myanmar were to be suspended.

“Currently, it’s not easy to suspend Myanmar straight away. But even if they were to
make such a decision, Myanmar's special interests would not be affected,” he said.

“We think ASEAN would become weakened and break up because of the [suspension.]"

Sai Kyi Zin Soe, a political analyst, said removing Myanmar from the bloc would only
lower the pressure on the junta.

“ASEAN doesn’t have much leverage now. Expelling Myanmar would be the worst case
scenario. It is within the bounds of what they can do, but | don't think they will go that
far,” he said.

“If they cut Myanmar off like that, it will be more difficult to engage ... so, it’s unlikely.”

Page 40 of 66



ASEAN Special Envoy for Myanmar Prak Sokhonn is scheduled to make his third official
visit to the country in September.

During his last visit in July, the envoy did not meet with any armed ethnic groups that are
opposed to the junta’s coup, nor the NLD, which won Myanmar’s 2020 election in a
landslide victory before being deposed in last year’s putsch.

Observers said Sokhonn’s failure to meet the opposition or other anti-junta stakeholders
during his visit would only serve to legitimize military rule.

Translated by Khin Maung Nyane. Written in English by Joshua Lipes.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/aid-08102022172153.html
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