PEACE Info (August 7-8, 2022)

After 34 Years, ‘88 Generation Continues to Inspire, and to Sacrifice

Myanmar opposition marks ‘8888’ anniversary with protests, vow to fight on

NUG Offers Rewards for Myanmar Regime Defectors With Anti-Aircraft Weapons

Executions of Myanmar pro-democracy activists galvanize resistance

Fierce Fighting in Sagaing as Myanmar Junta Forces Clash With Resistance

Three resistance fighters killed as serious battles rage in Kalay, Sagaing Region

PDF attack on Myanmar junta vehicle in Taze kills 7 soldiers

Junta troops burn 500 homes, displace thousands in Sagaing

Almost 100 Regime Soldiers Reportedly Killed in Upper Myanmar

Women Working in Rice Field Shot Dead by Myanmar Junta Helicopter

Man killed by Myanmar army shelling during wife’s funeral

Arakan Army remains silent following alleged capture of ALP officer

SAC, SSPP sign agreements after 3 days of peace talks

SSPP, RCSS Abducting Villagers For Armies In Southern Shan State

PDF Clash With Burma Army In Mongmit Township

Not even Superman can fix Myanmar crisis, regional envoy says

Dragging Russia Into the Myanmar Conflict

Myanmar Ambassador to China Died Sunday
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After 34 Years, 88 Generation Continues to Inspire, and to Sacrifice
By THE IRRAWADDY | 8 August 2022

Myanmar’s military shot dead 16-year-old student activist Ma Win Maw Oo during the pro-
democracy popular uprising in 1988, which turns 34 years old on Monday.

Nearly 34 years after her death, the same military killed Ko Jimmy, who was also a young
pro-democracy student activist back in 1988. Myanmar’s new regime, which is run by the
military, hanged the 53-year-old veteran democracy activist in Yangon’s Insein Prison last
month for his anti-regime activism against the current junta.

The killing of the two contemporary activists by the same military under different generals
34 years apart paints a grim picture of the reality Myanmar faces today.

Myanmar erupted into a nationwide pro-democracy protest on Aug. 8, 1988 to end the 26-
year rule of dictator General Ne Win’s authoritarian regime. The protests continued until
the military staged a coup in September and the army violently gunned down the
protesters. At least 3,000 democracy supporters were killed.

Young anti-regime activists mark the 34th
anniversary of the 8888 pro-democracy uprising
on Monday, holding umbrellas imprinted with
the Myanmar digit ‘8’ in downtown Yangon. /
Burma Revolution

While it failed to end military dictatorship in the
country, the popular uprising paved the way for

\ Myanmar’s short-lived democratic period,
which was ended by another military takeover in February 2021.

The Myanmar people’s leader Daw Aung San Suu Kyi established per political reputation in
the '88 uprising, out of which her National League for Democracy (NLD) was born. Then
came the party’s landslide victory in the 1990 general election, whose result the military
refused to honor. Fast forward more than two decades and Daw Aung San Suu Kyi was
leading a democratically elected civilian government until it was ousted by the putsch last
year.

Were it not for the ‘88 pro-democracy movement, it would have been difficult for any of the
above to have come into existence.

The spirit of ‘88 keeps Myanmar moving forward and striving for democracy even today,
under Min Aung Hlaing’s dictatorship.

When the army staged a coup last year, millions of people defied military rule just as in
1988.
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True to its old self, the army brutally cracked down on the protesters, as it did in 1988. After
more than three decades, the military’s barbarism has not diminished. So far it has killed
more than 2,000 civilians. Its repression has been even crueler this time, including sending
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi to solitary confinement in a prison, hanging Ko Jimmy and three
other democracy activists, and launching airstrikes against civilians and anti-regime armed
resistance forces.

But the people of Myanmar have undergone a radical change: no longer do they seek
reconciliation with the military.

Infuriated by their sudden loss of freedom and democracy, which were hard won through
the sacrifices of the ‘88 pro-democracy movement, as well as the junta’s day-to-day
atrocities against them, they are now determined to root out the military dictatorship in the
country by any means necessary.

What they have in common with the ‘88 generation is their craving for democracy and
freedom. That’s why Ko Jimmy, a veteran of the 1988 uprising, paid with his life for his
beliefs and for the country, just as Ma Win Maw Oo confronted the soldiers as they sprayed
bullets on the streets of Yangon 34 years ago. The young anti-regime resistance fighters,
whether in the Myanmar heartland or along the borders, feel the same. So do the urban
guerrilla fighters in Yangon.

The '88 pro-democracy uprising tried to kindle the torch of democracy in Myanmar.

Today, 34 years on, it is inspiring a new generation to keep the torch aflame, whatever it
takes.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/editorial/after-34-years-88-generation-continues-to-

inspire-and-to-sacrifice.html

Myanmar opposition marks ‘8888’ anniversary with protests, vow to fight on

The anniversary comes weeks after the execution of movement leader Ko Jimmy.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.08.08

Protesters demonstrate against the military junta
as they march through a market in Salingyi
township, Sagaing region, Myanmar, Aug. 8, 2022.
Citizen journalist

Myanmar’s shadow National Unity Government
(NUG) and activists marked the anniversary of

the uprising against former Gen. Ne Win on
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Monday with protests calling for an end to junta rule and a vow to fight until their goal of
a federal democracy is achieved.

The “People Power Uprising,” also known as the “8888 Uprising,” was a series of
nationwide protests, marches, and riots led by university students against the Ne Win
regime, key events of which took place on Aug. 8, 1988. Authorities crushed the
movement in mid-September that year.

On Monday, the NUG observed the anniversary of the uprising in a ceremony hosted
online in which shadow Prime Minister Mahn Win Khaing Than condemned Myanmar’s
successive military dictators for their brutal oppression of the country’s democracy

activists. He vowed to channel “the spirit of the ‘4-Eights’” in supporting the people’s
fight against the current regime, which seized power in a Feb. 1, 2021 coup, and to form

a federal union in Myanmar based on democracy and the protection of human rights.

This year’s anniversary held special significance for the opposition as it came just weeks
after the junta put to death 8888 Uprising leader Ko Jimmy and three other democracy
activists in the country’s first judicial executions in more than 30 years. The executions
prompted protests in Myanmar and condemnation abroad.

In addition to the NUG ceremony, activists held protests in Myanmar’s commercial capital
Yangon, the embattled region of Sagaing, and in Laiza, the “capital” of the ethnic Kachin
Independence Organization-controlled territory in Kachin state.

Anti-junta groups in Yangon held anti-junta flash protests in the morning and carried out
pot-banging activities in the evening, sources told RFA Burmese.

Nang Lin, a member of the Yangon Anti-Dictatorship Force, described the 8888 Uprising
as “a powerful movement ... that involved people from all walks of life working together
to bring down [a] terrible one-party dictatorship and allowed democracy to flourish.”

“Now, we will continue to carry the banner of this uprising,” he said.

“We will hold the spirit of that uprising and carry on its work, with determination, to
achieve federal democracy, which is the goal of successive revolutions and the goal of
this ongoing spring revolution.”

Jewel, a member of the Pazundaung and Botahtaung Townships Young People's Strike
Committee in Yangon, told RFA that she and her comrades would continue to carry out
the unfinished task of the 8888 democracy movement and “root out” the military
dictatorship.

“The 4-Eights Uprising was over a long time ago. However, as members of a younger
generation, we’ll continue its unfinished work and are determined to eradicate this
military dictatorship,” she said.
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Sagaing and Kachin

In Sagaing, the region in which the junta has encountered some of the strongest armed
resistance to its rule since the coup, more than 200 residents of Yinmarbin and Salingyi
townships joined together and staged a multi-village protest, carrying signs that vowed to
“fight to the end to overthrow the military dictator.”

Villagers in Sagaing’s Kani and Budalin townships also held protests to commemorate the
8888 Uprising.

The All Burma Students Democratic Front (ABSDF), which is headquartered near Laiza, in
northern Myanmar’s Kachin state, also held a 34th anniversary event on Monday.

A member of the ABSDF Northern Military Region Committee who gave his name as
Joshua told RFA that the people of Myanmar can expect more coups in the future unless
the military dictatorship is “uprooted.”

“We are holding this ceremony as a way of passing on the torch of the 8888 spirit, what
the 8888 had wanted and fought for, so that all the young and old can remember why the
8888 Uprising came to be,” he said.

“As long as there are military dictators, they will seize power ... if they cannot get what
they want. They will seize power again in the future if we cannot fight them off for good.”

Joshua said that the ABSDF has been fighting successive military dictators with “whatever
weapons we could lay our hands on” and that “more than 700” of its members had died
in the more than three decades since 1988.

In a statement to mark Monday’s anniversary, the ABSDF warned that the political,
economic, education, and health sectors of Myanmar are in the midst of “serious
deterioration,” while all three branches of government in the country “have collapsed.”

Protesters give a three-finger salute signaling
their opposition to the junta at a rally in Sagaing
region, Aug. 8, 2022. Credit: Citizen journalist

Impetus for success

Attempts to reach junta Deputy Minister of

S Information Maj. Gen. Zaw Min Tun for
comment went unanswered Monday.

Myanmar political analyst Than Soe Naing told RFA that if the people of Myanmar hope
to succeed in their current democratic struggle, they must not forget the 8888 Uprising.
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“It's time to make up for the weaknesses of 88 and push for victory in this Spring
Revolution,” he said, adding that the movement should use the movement’s goals as an
“impetus for success.”

Ye Naing Aung, a member of the 88 Generation group of students who led the uprising,
told RFA that he believes the people of Myanmar will one day achieve the democracy
they desire.

“As long as people have an expectation for a better system, we can’t move backwards,”
he said.

“Even though the change is not here yet, it will take place at some point. I’'m absolutely
certain that they will enjoy a democratic system.”

While authorities claim that only around 350 people were killed in the military crackdown
on the 8888 Uprising, rights groups say the death toll is at least 3,000.

Security forces have killed at least 2,167 people and arrested more than 15,000 since last
year’s coup, mostly during peaceful anti-junta protests, according to the Bangkok-based
Assistance Association for Political Prisoners.

Translated by Khin Maung Nyane. Written in English by Joshua Lipes.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/8888-08082022194445.html|

NUG Offers Rewards for Myanmar Regime Defectors With Anti-Aircraft Weapons
By THE IRRAWADDY | 8 August 2022

Myanmar’s parallel National Unity Government (NUG) is offering cash rewards to junta
soldiers who defect with anti-aircraft weapons, as the regime increasingly uses airstrikes on
both resistance fighters and civilian targets.

Thousands of civilians are being displaced monthly in the resistance strongholds of Karen,
Kayah, Chin and Kachin states and Sagaing and Magwe regions because of regime airstrikes,
while many civilians are also being killed or wounded in the bombings.

On Saturday, the NUG’s defense ministry announced that any junta soldier who defects with
anti-aircraft weapons will be rewarded.

Although the ministry didn’t detail the specific rewards, it said they will be a “worthy
amount”.

The price of a Chinese-manufactured FN-6 portable air defense system missile was
estimated at US$75,000-90,000 on the international weapons market in 2019.
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In April, the NUG also offered huge monetary incentives to regime soldiers who desert from
the military and manage to destroy or steal vehicles on their way out, in an effort to
encourage more defections from the Myanmar military.

The military regime is struggling with a growing number of defections, as soldiers face public
hatred for their brutal suppression of the anti-regime revolution. Since last year’s coup,
around 10,000 soldiers and police have defected including some battalion commanders, the
highest-ranking soldiers to defect so far.

Elected lawmakers from the National League for Democracy and their ethnic allies set up
the NUG in April last year to challenge the junta’s legitimacy at home and abroad.

Many Myanmar people regard the NUG as their legitimate government, while many
western countries have shown support for it, although they have stopped short of offering
the NUG official recognition.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/nug-offers-rewards-for-myanmar-regime-

defectors-with-anti-aircraft-weapons.html

Executions of Myanmar pro-democracy activists galvanize resistance

By Mizzima | 08 August 2022

A photo issued by Myanmar’s shadow national unity
government (NUG) shows People’s Defence Force
(PDF) soldiers who have been training to challenge
the ruling junta. Photo: National Unity
Government/EPA

The shocking executions of four democracy activists
: _ by the Myanmar junta appears to have ratcheted up
the country’s resistance movement in a do-or-die push to oust the military.

A number of People’s Defence Forces (PDF) have confirmed they are stepping up their
actions against junta targets, including the judiciary, in a direct response to the executions
announced by the junta on 25 July.

Those executed for what the junta claimed were “terror acts” were democracy campaigner
Kyaw Min Yu, better known as Jimmy, and former National League for Democracy (NLD)
lawmaker and hip-hop artist Phyo Zeya Thaw, an ally of ousted leader Aung San Suu Kyi, and
activists Hla Myo Aung and Aung Thura Zaw.

The United Resistance Force (URF) — a Yangon-based PDF — announced last week it was
stepping up the “Yangon Operation Blood Debt Reclamation” campaign and will be
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attacking more targets connected with the judiciary that enacts death sentences and they
claim is rife with injustice.

Urban guerrillas in Yangon confirmed a bomb attack on a military outpost near the
Mingaladon township courthouse on the night of 29 July. On that night, URF and its allies
also attacked the staff housing complex in Insein township with a hand grenade, killing at
least two military personnel.

In a different part of the country, Sagaing Town’s administrative offices were attacked on 1
August killing four junta soldiers. The operation was jointly carried out by DNDF-Wetlet and
the People's Dictatorship Revolutionary Force (PDRF) as the first attack in Operation
Hammurabi, which was launched to repay the blood debt the junta incurred when they
executed the pro-democracy activists.

Attacks by resistance forces in Myanmar have reportedly increased since state media
announced the executions.

The “murder by execution” of the four pro-democracy activists has prompted local and
international outcry, with protesters taking to the streets in a number of capitals including
Bangkok, Manila and Seoul. Even the UN Security Council has condemned the actions.

The Association of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN) appears to be losing patience with the
Myanmar junta in the wake of the executions. The chair of ASEAN, Cambodia, has called on
the junta not to execute any more activists sitting on “death row”. The action by the
Myanmar generals has raised questions as to whether ASEAN regional bloc's "five-point
consensus" plan on the Myanmar crisis is dead in the water. Agreed in April last year, the
plan calls for an immediate end to violence and dialogue between the army and coup
opponents.

Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen, opening the ASEAN foreign ministers' meeting last
week was blunt in his assessment — as an empty chair was left for Myanmar in the room.

"If more prisoners are to be executed, we will be forced to rethink our role vis a vis ASEAN's
five-point consensus," he said, noting that the regional bloc "disappointed and disturbed by
the execution of these opposition activists despite the appeals from me and others for the
death sentences to be reconsidered for the sake of political dialogue, peace and
reconciliation."

Reporting: Mizzima, DVB, AFP

https://www.mizzima.com/article/executions-myanmar-pro-democracy-activists-galvanize-

resistance
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Fierce Fighting in Sagaing as Myanmar Junta Forces Clash With Resistance
By THE IRRAWADDY | 8 August 2022

Myanmar junta soldiers and People’s Defense Forces (PDF) fought fierce battles for three
days in Sagaing Region’s Kale Township, as military regime troops attempted to take control
of a main road linking Kale with Gangaw Township in Magwe Region.

The clash broke out on August 2 around two miles south of the center of Kale Town after
resistance forces intercepted junta soldiers attempting to establish a tactical command base
in Htaukkyant Village, Ko Ei Soe from Kale-PDF told The Irrawaddy.

Around 200 junta troops left Kale Town on August 2 to travel to Htaukkyant, but were
intercepted by resistance forces in Tharyargone Village near Kale Technological University,
he added.

“They haven’t withdrawn, neither will we retreat unless we run out of ammunition,” Ko Ei
Soe told The Irrawaddy on Friday. The current situation is still unknown.

PDFs from Kale are fighting regime forces alongside the Chinland Defense Force (Kalay,
Kabaw, Gangaw).

Junta soldiers deployed at Kale Technological University and the regional operations
command based in Kale Town provided artillery support for their troops, while the regime
also airlifted reinforcements and ammunition into the area, said resistance fighters.

Some six Myanmar military infantry battalions are based in Kale.

Kale-PDF said that at least 15 junta soldiers were killed in three days of fighting from August
2 to 4. Three resistance fighters died and 17 others were injured, it added.

On August 4, another 20 junta soldiers died and dozens were injured when PDFs used mines
to ambush junta reinforcements coming from Tamu Township, said Kale-PDF.

Following the attack, regime troops raided nearby Yasagyo Village, detaining some villagers.
On Friday, Kale-PDF reported that three villagers were killed in Tharyargone Village and
another 30 detained as potential human shields.

“l heard that junta troops have been looting houses in Yasagyo and taken away the
belongings of residents in 12-wheeled trucks,” said a Kale resident.

Since the clashes, Kale-PDF has called on locals to avoid traveling on the Kale-Gangaw road.

A resistance fighter on the frontline said there was no face-to-face fighting on August 5.
However, junta troops were still in Tharyargone Village which was surrounded by PDF
fighters.
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The regime has issued no reports about the fighting in Kale. The Irrawaddy was unable to
confirm junta casualties independently.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/fierce-fighting-in-sagaing-as-myanmar-junta-
forces-clash-with-resistance.html

Three resistance fighters killed as serious battles rage in Kalay, Sagaing Region

Days of clashes with hundreds of Myanmar army troops leave resistance forces short on
ammunition

Khin Yi Yi Zaw | Published on Aug 7, 2022

PDF members seen in Kalay Township in late July
(People’s Defence Force - Kalay)

Fighting between the military and anti-junta defence
forces has been ongoing in Sagaing Region’s
southern Kalay Township, sources in the resistance
said.

A Myanmar army column of around 200 troops
occupying Kalay Technological University trespassed into territory controlled by the Kalay
People’s Defence Force (PDF), prompting the guerrilla group and its allies to attack the
soldiers on Tuesday.

The assault reportedly caused multiple casualties on the military’s side, prompting the
column to set up a base in Thayakone village that afternoon.

Resistance forces again struck the unit on Wednesday and Thursday, leading to episodes of
fighting that lasted all day and left some 20 junta soldiers dead, they said.

|i \ Wai Min Thaw, squadron leader within the Kalay PDF’s
Battalion 6, killed in a battle with the military in early
August (Supplied)

Myanmar Now is unable to independently verify the
. number of casualties on the military’s side.

.~ Troops from the Myanmar army’s Regional Operations
q Command in Kalay stationed themselves at the

Technological University’s campus two miles away and
provided support for the soldiers in Thayakone by firing
heavily artillery in the direction of the battlefield, according to members of the local PDF.
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Three resistance fighters were killed and 17 more injured by the heavy weapons. Among the
casualties was Wai Min Thaw, a 19-year-old squadron leader within the Kalay PDF’s
Battalion 6.

“They kept firing heavy artillery shells and we were only armed with handmade mortars, so
we suffered multiple casualties,” Japan Gyi, the spokesperson for Wai Min Thaw’s battalion,
told Myanmar Now.

Local defence forces also said that the military column took several civilian residents of
Thayakone hostage, allegedly killing one of the individuals.

Kalay is located in western Sagaing Region and borders Chin State; resistance forces are
heavily concentrated in the southern part of the township, where the military has focused
its recent movements and assaults.

“They wanted to set up a station in Htauk Kyant but we
didn’t let them,” Nay Thit, the spokesperson for the Kalay
PDF’s first battalion, said on Friday, referring to another
Kalay Township village. “We have been relentlessly
attacking them since they left their base, but we have
very limited weapons and ammunition. No matter what,
we are still going to try our best.”

The shortage of arms and bullets remains a major
challenge among resistance forces, who rely on guerrilla
tactics and are typically outgunned by the junta’s
military.

“I don’t care how tired | am, | will continue fighting until
my last breath,” Nay Thit continued. “However, when we
run out of ammunition, we have no option left but to
retreat. We are desperately needing more support for

ammunition for the defence forces.”

Resistance groups used improvised explosive devices to ambush a junta column in northern
Kalay on Thursday, causing several casualties, according to a statement published that day
by the Kalay PDF.

However, the military reportedly responded by firing heavy artillery at another nearby
village, resulting in further clashes with defence forces.

Locals said they heard shells being fired from within Kalay town on Friday morning, but
further information was not available at the time of reporting.
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Resistance forces active in the area released a statement warning the public not to use the
road connecting Kalay with Gangaw in Magway Region due to the ongoing fighting.

In a February 1 report, the Kalay PDF claimed that anti-junta forces had established control
over 70 percent of Kalay Township’s 100 villages.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/three-resistance-fighters-killed-as-serious-

battles-rage-in-kalay-sagaing-region

PDF attack on Myanmar junta vehicle in Taze kills 7 soldiers
By Mizzima |

Three People’s Defence Forces groups attacked a Military
Council vehicle patrolling in Taze Township in Sagaing
Region on the morning of 7 August resulting in the death
of junta troops.

; : The attack lasted for only a few minutes, during which
. o~ PSR seven junta soldiers were killed and six G-3 rifles were
seized, according to the Taze People's Comrade (TPC).

The attack was jointly carried out by TPC, Tanze People's Defense Forces and Shwebo
district Battalion (25), and they were able to retreat without being harmed, TPC told
Mizzima.

Currently, junta forces are blocking the telecommunication lines in some townships of
Sagaing, including Taze Township, and are using helicopters to patrol.

Many areas of Sagaing have seen heavy fighting over last year, in the wake of the February
2021 military coup.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/pdf-attack-myanmar-junta-vehicle-taze-kills-7-soldiers

Junta troops burn 500 homes, displace thousands in Sagaing

Victims of the attacks include an 80-year-old woman found burned to death after failing to
escape.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.08.08

Junta forces stepped up their attacks in Myanmar’s hard-hit Sagaing region in the first
week of August, torching nearly 500 homes in 10 villages and causing at least 5,000
people to flee, local sources said.
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Motorcycles and a truck burned by Myanmar
junta troops in Sagaing's Depayin township are
shown in an Aug. 6, 2022 photo.
DepayinTownshipBrother

The attacks in Sagaing’s Tabayin and Ayadaw
townships included air raids and ground

assaults and appeared especially to target
large and well-built homes, but houses were burned in every village through which troops
passed, one source said.

Around 180 out of nearly 200 homes were destroyed on Aug. 4 in Tabayin’s Kaing Kan
village alone, one resident told RFA on Saturday, speaking on condition of anonymity for
security reasons.

“Troops entered the village at 9:00 am, burning down the bigger and nicer houses as they
came in. But houses have been burned down in every village that they entered,” RFA’s
source said.

“They think that anti-junta resistance will stop when the people are repressed and have
to struggle for their living instead of engaging in opposition activities. | believe that this
repression will fail, though,” he added.

Locals said that four bodies, including the body of a woman, were discovered near a drain
outside Kaing Kan village following the attack but had not yet been identified.

In Ayadaw township’s Min Ywa Gyi village, heavy shelling by junta forces preceded the
burning of homes during weekend attacks, one village resident said on Monday, also
declining to be named because of safety concerns.

“The [ruling] Military Council set fire to the houses. This is their usual tactic,” he said.
“The troops came by helicopter, shelled the village with heavy artillery and then burned
the houses.

“As far as | could see yesterday, no fewer than 200 houses had been burned down,” he
added.

Bags and books are shown left behind by
schoolchildren fleeing a helicopter attack by junta
troops in Sagaing's Myinmu township, Aug. 1,
2022. Photo: Myinmu Civil Revolution Force

Myanmar military forces are at war with People’s

Defense Force (PDF) units created to oppose
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junta rule, “but instead they are destroying civilians’ lives and homes, which isn’t fair,” he
said.

Woman burned to death

Local sources said that Daw Shin, an 80-year-old woman, was found burned to death in
Min Yaw Gyi after failing to escape the military raid and that local defense groups were
busy Sunday clearing landmines left behind by junta troops, with those displaced by the
fighting seeking shelter in a nearby monastery and with charity associations.

Calls seeking comment from a Military Council spokesman rang unanswered Monday. But
a member of Tapayin township’s People’s Defense Force told RFA that the more junta
forces repress the local people, the more the people will fight against junta rule.

“We are not scared by these brutalities,” he said. “If there were 100 people resisting
before, 300 people will come out now, and the more violent the junta troops become,
the more the people will rise up against them.”

Also speaking to RFA, Nay Zin Lat—a regional MP from Kanbalu township for the National
League for Democracy, which was overthrown in a Feb. 1, 2021 military coup—said that
military leaders are trying to rule Myanmar’s people through fear.

“They are limited in their ability to attack the PDF forces on the ground, so when they
find they can’t do it, they just torture the local civilians, who have nothing to do with the
PDFs.

“By doing this, they are trying to cut local contacts with the PDFs and spread fear among
the people so that they will end their support for the fighters. This is the cruelest
treatment imaginable,” he said.

Translated by RFA Burmese. Written in English by Richard Finney.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/burn-08082022165620.html|

Almost 100 Regime Soldiers Reportedly Killed in Upper Myanmar
By THE IRRAWADDY | 8 August 2022

Almost 100 Myanmar junta soldiers were reportedly killed over the weekend in Sagaing and
Magwe regions, as People’s Defense Forces (PDF) launched a series of daring attacks on
military regime units.

On Sunday, resistance fighters of Taze People Comrades (TPC) attacked a vehicle carrying
regime police in Sagaing Region’s Taze Town. Seven junta police officers were killed and six
weapons seized, according to the group.
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TPC fighters used two vehicles to ambush the police van as it headed to a military
checkpoint at the entrance to Taze Town. A TPC video shows the van being attacked at close
range.

On early Saturday morning, 34 regime troops and pro-junta Pyu Saw Htee militia were
reportedly killed when a combined force of nine PDFs raided a Pyu Saw Htee base in
Twinma Village in Myaing Township, Magwe Region, said Myaing-PDF, which coordinated
the raid.

The combined PDFs also ambushed junta reinforcements traveling on seven motorbikes
with landmines. Four junta troops were killed and another 27 wounded in the ambush.

Three resistance fighters were killed and five injured in the raid, added Myaing-PDF.

However, Myaing-PDF was forced to abandon an attempt to seize the militia camp as
regime helicopters and more junta reinforcements arrived in the area.

Also on Saturday, Myaung Revolution Army (MRA) claimed that a combined force of PDFs
killed at least 22 Myanmar military soldiers when they used landmines to ambush regime
forces in Sagaing Region’s Chaung-U Township.

; ‘ Weapons seized by PDF fighters during an attack on Sunday

on a regime vehicle in Taze Township, Sagaing Region.
Photo- TPC

The PDFs ambushed 40 junta soldiers traveling on foot and
a military vehicle carrying a jammer designed to prevent
PDFs from activating landmines while they were travelling
on the Chaung-U- Myinmu road, said MRA.

Some 12 regime forces were killed, said MRA.

On the same morning, the combined PDFs also attacked a

" \ » % military detachment as they attempted to defuse mines
planted on the same highway. 10 more soldiers were killed and many others were
wounded, claimed MRA.

That afternoon, MRA also ambushed a military convoy of 10 vehicles with landmines while it
was traveling on the Mandalay-Monywa road. However, military casualties are unknown,
said the PDF.

At least 20 regime soldiers were killed by a combined force of PDFs during three days of
firefights in Sagaing’s Ayadaw Township.
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The attacks started last Thursday, when a combined force of 11 PDFs clashed with a
detachment of 64 junta troops while they were trying to raid Minywar Village in Ayadaw
Township.

15 regime soldiers were killed and six resistance fighters suffered injuries, said Burmese
Revolutionary Technical Front (BRTF), the PDF that coordinated the attack. Regime forces
responded to the attack by employing helicopters and heavy explosives against the
resistance fighters.

On Friday, the PDF used drones to bomb junta troops in Minywar Village, killing five junta
soldiers, according to BRTF.

The following day, Saturday, regime forces retreated from the village after another raid by
the PDFs. One resistance fighter was killed, said BTRF.

Junta forces torched some 350 houses in the village during their deployment, added BRTF.

In Sagaing’s Budalin Township, five regime soldiers were reportedly killed on Sunday in a
PDF ambush.

Amid daily attacks from PDFs and ethnic armed organizations nationwide, regime forces
continue to commit atrocities including the arbitrary killings of civilians, using civilians as
human shields, burning people alive, air and artillery strikes on residential areas, looting and
burning houses and committing acts of sexual violence.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/almost-100-regime-soldiers-reportedly-killed-in-

upper-myanmar.html

Women Working in Rice Field Shot Dead by Myanmar Junta Helicopter
By THE IRRAWADDY | 8 August 2022

Two women workers transplanting paddy were killed in Sagaing Region’s Tabayin Township
on Thursday when Myanmar regime forces attacked with a Russian-made Mi-35 combat
helicopter for no reason, local residents said.

The helicopter opened fire at random around Kaingkan, Inpin and Yadin villages in Tabayin
on Thursday. “Two were killed as the helicopter fired shots at a group of women
transplanting paddy,” said a source.

The attack forced some 3,000 villagers from more than 10 villages in the township to flee
their homes.

The helicopter attacked at 10.30 a.m. and 12 p.m. as the villagers fled. Locals said there was
no fighting when the regime carried out the attack on villagers.
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The spokesman of the township People’s Defense Force and some locals said two choppers
airlifted some 80 junta soldiers from Phayahtwet Village to Kaingkan Village while the Mi-35

carried out the attacks.

The Mi-35 combat helicopter / CJ
Phayahtwet is around 24 km from Kaingkan.

“The helicopter attacked twice, with each lasting
around 45 minutes. They fired shots

indiscriminately,” said a resident.

A resident was killed and two others were injured when the regime carried out an air raid
for no reason near Na Myar Village in Tabayin Township on July 14.

Division 33, Light Infantry Battalion 101 and units overseen by the 10th Military Operations
Command are active in Sagaing.

In January, the commander of the Myanmar military’s North-Eastern Command, Major
General Phyo Thant, was appointed as deputy border affairs minister and replaced by the
commander of the 10th Military Operations Command, Major General Than Htike.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/women-working-in-rice-field-shot-dead-by-

myanmar-junta-helicopter.html

Man killed by Myanmar army shelling during wife’s funeral

The victim died just hours after his wife when his village in southern Shan State’s Pekhon
Township came under fire on Friday

Esther J | Published on Aug 8, 2022

The body of Bant, a man who was killed by army
shelling during his wife’s funeral, lies next to hers
(Supplied)

A man died on Friday after a Myanmar army shell
i S hit his home during his wife’s funeral, according

>4 4 to residents of his village in southern Shan State’s
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Pekhon Township.

The man, identified as 70-year-old Bant, was killed by shrapnel from the shell just hours
after his wife’s death, a neighbour told Myanmar Now.
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“His wife died of natural causes at around 4pm that day, and while they were holding a
funeral for her, the army started shelling,” said the neighbour, who asked to remain
anonymous.

“He was hit in the back and the shrapnel punctured his heart and lungs. Blood was gushing
from his back, nose and mouth,” he added.

The incident occurred in Sin Phyu, a village located on the eastern shore of Pekhon Lake,
late Friday evening, residents said. No other casualties were reported.

According to the neighbour, at least 20 shells were fired from the town of Pekhon, on the
opposite side of the lake, where Military Operation Command No. 7 is based.

“They’ve fired on us in the past, but the shells always landed just outside of the village. This
was the first time we had a direct hit,” he said.

A house in the centre of the village was also destroyed by the shelling on Friday, he added.

Thousands of people from at least half a dozen villages have fled the area east of the lake
since May, when the military started carrying out an offensive there in the wake of an attack
on an outpost in neighbouring Nyaungshwe Township.

Resistance forces killed at least 15 junta troops and captured five more when

they overran the Hti Ri outpost on May 12. Less than a week later, the

military destroyed the entire village of Saung Nang Khae, on the northeastern shore of
Pekhon Lake.

According to a spokesperson for the Pekhon People’s Defence Force (PDF), dozens of houses
have also been torched in deserted villages that are now occupied by regime forces.

& Saung Nang Khae is seen two months after it
was destroyed by junta forces in May
(Supplied)

In Sin Phyu, which is still partly inhabited,
residents said that only farmers in the
southern part of the village are able to

continue working their fields due to fears of

army shelling.

“They can still farm in the south, but in the north they’ve had to stop. Luckily, though, they
still have some crops left over from the last harvest,” said one villager.

According to the Karenni Civil Society Network (KCSN), more than 200,000 people have been
displaced in Karenni (Kayah) State and southern Shan State since the military seized power
in February of last year.
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The military has also killed a total of 261 civilians in predominantly ethnic Karenni areas
since the conflict began, according to figures released by KCSN on August 3.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/man-killed-by-myanmar-army-shelling-during-

wifes-funeral

Arakan Army remains silent following alleged capture of ALP officer

The Arakan Liberation Party accuses the Arakan Army of arresting one of their central
executive committee members in Sittwe

Nan Oo Nway | Published on Aug 7, 2022

Khaing Paw Lin attends the 44th Arakanese Martyrs’
Day ceremony in Sittwe on June 4, 2021 (ALP)

The Arakan Army (AA) has not released a statement or

responded to media inquiries regarding allegations that
they recently arrested a leader within another Rakhine

ethnic armed organisation, the Arakan Liberation Party
(ALP).

According to an ALP announcement on Wednesday, Lt-Col Khaing Paw Lin, one of the ALP’s
eight central executive committee members, was detained one day earlier by the AA in the
Rakhine State capital of Sittwe along with a teenaged boy named Soe Min Naing.

Development Media Group, a Rakhine State-based news organisation, identified Soe Min
Naing as the son of Khaing Paw Lin’s friend.

The abduction threatened solidarity between the two ethnic Rakhine organisations, the
ALP’s statement said. The group called for the captives’ immediate release and also accused
the AA of arresting several other ALP officers and members in the past, alleging that many

remained in their custody.

The ALP’s Saw Mra Razar Lin and Lt-Col Khaing Paw Lin
are seen attending talks with the junta in Naypyitaw in
June (ALP)

Khaing Paw Lin represented the ALP at “peace talks”
with junta officials in Naypyitaw in June. Some 24

Rakhine civil society organisations released a joint
statement on May 15 condemning the ALP’s decision to
meet with the military.
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Citing eyewitnesses, Arakan Princess Media reported that on Tuesday evening, following
Khaing Paw Lin’s arrest, a 100-household administrator in the same Sittwe ward of Na Zi was
captured by the ALP for his alleged role in the capture.

ALP secretary Khaing Aung Than Soe denied the accusation and said that the administrator,
50-year-old Ba Saw, was arrested by members of the Myanmar army and police who arrived
in the area by car.

“It wasn’t us that arrested him. It was the military that did,” he told Myanmar Now.

He said that the same junta troops who apprehended Ba Saw had previously visited the
ALP’s office in Na Zi and detained residents of the area, who they brought with them when
they took the administrator into military custody.

“People have been spreading rumours that we pretended to be Myanmar army soldiers by
wearing their uniforms and that we arrested the man,” he said.

Pe Than, a political analyst and former parliamentarian representing Rakhine State’s
Myebon Township, told Myanmar Now that it remained unclear whether the detention of
Khaing Paw Lin was motivated by political or personal reasons.

“It’s hard to say exactly why he was captured because no other ALP member was arrested,”
he noted.

Myanmar Now contacted AA spokesperson Khaing Thukha for comment on the allegations
that his organisation was behind the act, but all calls went unanswered.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/arakan-army-remains-silent-following-alleged-

capture-of-alp-officer

SAC, SSPP sign agreements after 3 days of peace talks

PUBLISHED 7 AUGUST 2022

The State Peace Talks Team and the Shan State
Progress Party-SSPP have signed agreements after
three days of discussion, the information team of
the State Administration Council (SAC) reported.

The State Peace Talks Team and the SSPP
delegation led by Vice-Chairman (1) Sao Khur Tai
held the second-day at the meeting hall of the

National Solidarity and Peacemaking Centre in Nay Pyi Taw on August 6.
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At the second-day meeting, National Solidarity and Peacemaking Negotiation Committee
Member Lieutenant General Win Bo Shein presented the committee’s opinions about the
points that the group of political parties wants to amend the 2008 constitution. Afterwards,
both sides discussed peace and development issued and signed agreements following three
days of negotiations.

Then, SSPP Vice-Chairman (2) Sao Khun Seng and State Peace Talks Team Leader Lieutenant
General Yar Pyae gave concluding remarks.

The meeting was attended by SAC member Union Minister at the Union Government Office
(1) Chairman of the National Solidarity and Peacemaking Negotiation Committee Leader of
the State Peace Talks Team Lt-Gen Yar Pyae, SAC Member Lt-Gen Moe Myint Tun, Secretary
of the National Solidarity and Peacemaking Negotiation Committee Lt-Gen Min Naung and
Vice-Chairman (1) Sao Khur Tai, Vice-Chairman (2) Sao Khun Seng and Central Committee
Member Sao Naw Leik from the SSPP delegation.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/sac-sspp-sigh-agreements-after-3-days-of-peace-talks

SSPP, RCSS Abducting Villagers For Armies In Southern Shan State
By SHAN - August 7, 2022

Communities live in fear of being forced to join armed Shan groups fighting over territory in
southern Shan State.

Wan Mai residents have been hiding in Panglong town to escape from Shan State Progress
Party (SSPP) soldiers who want to capture youths and bolster their ranks, a man told SHAN
on condition of anonymity.

“They are afraid of forced recruitment by the Shan armed groups. Some youths and children
from Wan Mai slept in Panglong town last night (3 August) because they did not want to be
taken away. Others have moved into the town.”

SSPP SSA and RCSS SSA

Although the SSPP soldiers have already arrived
in the village, they have not yet started
& Al recruiting people, he said. But the armed group
™ W s g ~
OV fiopEcioh: ool offcioh ssPrISsa. g3 mBfabiciEios ab.offichéioh RosssA has abducted people from other areas of the

state.

Both the SSPP and the Restoration Council of Shan State are recruiting soldiers from
Panglong, Laikha and Mongkung townships in southern Shan State, forcing some of them to
flee to neighbouring countries.
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“Many young people have left the village. Some have taken shelter in town while others ran
away to Thailand,” a Laikha resident has told SHAN, asking for her name to not be disclosed.

The SSPP maintain a presence in Panglong Township while SSPP soldiers are mostly based in
Laikha Township.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/25252

PDF Clash With Burma Army In Mongmit Township
By SHAN - August 7, 2022

Fighting broke out for an hour between the People’s Defence Forces (PDF) and the Burma
Army (BA) in Mongmit Township in northern Shan State.

“PDF troops came from Thabeik Kyin (Mandalay Region) to Mogoke and then to Mongmit,
where they fought with BA Light Infantry Battalion (LIB) 348,” a local told SHAN, suggesting
that more than 200 resistance fighters were involved in the battle on Wednesday 3 August.

Another local source, also requesting anonymity, said the BA launched a military operation
against the PDF in Thabeik Kyin Township.

Mongmit Township

“BA has tightened security in Thabeik Kyin Township and forced
PDF troops to enter Mongmit Township, which is why there
was fighting.”

The other BA units stationed in Mongmit are Infantry Battalion
223, 276 and Light Infantry Division 99, as well as the Ta’ang

National Liberation Army, Kachin Independence Army and Shan
State Progress Party, which oppose the regime.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/25249

Not even Superman can fix Myanmar crisis, regional envoy says
By AFP | 07 August 2022

ASEAN special envoy Prak Sokhonn knows his capabilities. Faced with brokering peace in
Myanmar, the regional envoy admitted Saturday that "even Superman cannot solve" the
crisis, capping a week of foreign ministerial meetings that ultimately yielded little progress.
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SEAN FOREIGN MINISTERS” MEETIl Combodian Foreign Minister Prak Sokhonn holds a
AND RELATED MEETINGS .. . -
30 July - 06 August 2022 | Phnom Penh, Cambodia press conference at Ministry of Foreign Affairs in

Phnom Penh, Cambodia, 06 August 2022. Photo: EPA

8 AEAN S The 10-country Association of South East Asian
Nations (ASEAN) has spearheaded so far fruitless
efforts to resolve the turmoil, and acknowledged in a

joint statement on Friday the lack of progress around
a five-point crisis resolution plan.

ASEAN special envoy Prak Sokhonn, who has made two trips to Myanmar since the coup,
dampened expectations for major progress in the short term.

"I am just a special envoy, | am not a superman," he told reporters in Phnom Penh Saturday.
"I think that even Superman cannot solve the Myanmar problem."

Anger is growing within ASEAN over Myanmar generals' stonewalling of the peace plan,
particularly after the execution last month of four prisoners -- including two prominent pro-
democracy figures.

The plan, agreed in April last year, calls for an immediate end to violence and dialogue
between the military and the anti-coup movement.

"Issues cannot be solved by one meeting, by two meetings, by many years of meeting," said
Prak Sokhonn, who is also Cambodia's foreign minister.

"Negotiation takes years, like the issue in Myanmar. After two visits of the special envoy,
two visits only, some people start to lose patience and ask for results," he added.

The minister flagged a possible third trip to Myanmar in early September -- contingent upon
progress on the five-point plan.

"Especially if -- and | say it clearly, publicly -- if more executions are conducted, then things
would have to be reconsidered," he said.

His remarks built on Friday's joint statement, which emphasised the need for some concrete
action from the junta ahead of the ASEAN leaders' summit in November.

Prak Sokhonn must be allowed to meet with "all relevant stakeholders", the statement
added, alluding to the junta's decision to block access to deposed leader Aung San Suu Kyi.

Earlier in the week, Malaysia -- which has led calls for tougher action -- indicated that
Myanmar could face suspension from the bloc should members not see progress ahead of
the leaders' summit.
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Dragging Russia Into the Myanmar Conflict
By AUNG ZAW | 8 August 2022

It might sound cynical, but with Myanmar becoming more like Syria or South Sudan every
day, it seems only fitting that Russia’s foreign minister visited Naypyitaw last week to
provide some much needed moral and political support to the condemned regime.

When Myanmar held its Armed Forces Day on March 27 last year, commander-in-chief and
coup leader Senior General Min Aung Hlaing in his speech called Russia a “true and loyal
friend”. Why?

Russian Deputy Defense Minister Alexander Fomin was the highest-ranking foreign dignitary
at the event in Naypyitaw. Two days later, Russia called Myanmar a “reliable ally and
strategic partner.”

When Russia invaded Ukraine, the regime backed the Kremlin, its spokesman saying that
Russia was still a powerful nation that plays a role in keeping the balance of power for world

peace.

Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov arrives in
Naypyitaw on Aug. 3. / Russian MFA

To this day, Russia remains one of the key arms
suppliers to Myanmar’s military, while Russia has
provided a postgraduate education to at least 7,000
Myanmar officers since 2001.

Moscow has provided fighter jets, helicopters and
air defense systems to Myanmar and it is no secret that the regime leaders prefer military
hardware from Russia over China.

But now, bilateral ties are not limited to military-to-military relations. Moscow seeks to
deepen diplomatic, economic, trade and security relations with Myanmar.

Last week, Moscow’s top diplomat Sergey Lavrov visited Myanmar and met with top leaders
including Snr-Gen Min Aung Hlaing.

Isolated Myanmar’s leaders, shunned from a regional ministers’ meeting that was being
held in Cambodia at the same time, welcomed Lavrov with broad smiles, to demonstrate
that the regime has a powerful friend.
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However, the handshake between Lavrov and Min Aung Hlaing looked more like a meeting
of partners in crime. LavroV’s stopover in Myanmar before the minister’s attendance at the
ASEAN regional meeting no doubt set alarm bells ringing in regional capitals and for
Myanmar’s opposition.

During his brief visit, which was held amid high security, the regime laid out the red carpet
for Lavrov, with two military helicopters escorting his convoy from the airport to the hotel
and his meetings.

During his working visit, regime Foreign Minister Wunna Maung Lwin also hosted a working
luncheon for the Russian delegation at the Aureum Palace Hotel, owned by Myanmar crony
Teza, one of the main brokers of arms deals between the Myanmar military and Russia.

Lavrov made clear where Moscow stands to Myanmar ministers, who could not conceal
their delight at the working luncheon.

Myanmar regime leader Min Aung Hlaing receives
Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov at the
Credentials Hall in Naypyitaw on Aug. 3./
Myawaddy

He said the Russian government was “in solidarity
with the efforts aimed at stabilizing the situation

in the country,” adding, “We appreciate the traditionally friendly nature of our partnership,
which is not affected by any opportunistic processes.” Russia and Myanmar established
diplomatic relations in 1948 and next year the two countries will celebrate the diamond
jubilee anniversary of their ties.

Lavrov described Myanmar as a “friendly and longstanding partner”, adding that the two
nations “have a very solid foundation for building up cooperation in a wide range of areas”.

Calling Russia, a “true and loyal friend” is not wrong; in fact, Russia (along with China) has
been loyal in backing the regime at the UN Security Council. As permanent members of
the council, the two major allies have exercised their veto power to block international
sanctions against the Myanmar regime.

In his remark, Lavrov made no mention of the junta’s daily brutal campaign and air raids
against civilians and the opposition, which is understandable; Russia’s sophisticated jet
fighters and helicopters have been deployed to attack the population, villages and armed
resistance in Myanmar.

The regime in Myanmar is isolated and faces sanctions, as well as condemnation at home
and abroad. It has also struggled to counter an armed resistance over the past year. Since
the Ukraine invasion, Moscow faces Western sanctions and is in a long and costly military
campaign there.
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Min Aung Hlaing has chosen to wreak utter devastation. He has sent government leaders to
prisons, including ousted State Counselor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi. Last month, he ordered
the execution of prominent activists including a lawmaker. There is no turning back.

He was pleased to receive Lavrov at the Presidential Palace to show that he has a friend in a
high place.

The state-run Global New Light of Myanmar described the two nations’ ambitions to
become “permanent friendly countries and permanent allies” who will aid each other to
“manage their internal affairs without external interference.”

But...
Dragging Russia into the conflict in Myanmar will have major consequences.

Regime Foreign Minister Wunna Maung Lwin hosts
a luncheon for the Russian delegation at the
Aureum Palace Hotel in Naypyitaw on Aug. 3./
Myawaddy

= Three major players are now involved in the
conflict in Myanmar: the West (chiefly the US), Russia and China.

Perhaps it is easy to read the US reaction, but how Beijing sees Lavrov’s visit will be
intriguing.

In June, Chinese foreign minister Wang Yi told Wunna Maung Lwin that China pledged to
support the military regime “no matter how the situation changes” in Myanmar over the
coming months and years.

China’s substantial economic and strategic interests in Myanmar are vast; moreover China’s
influence and political clout is, compared to Russia, extensive.

Still, while Beijing isn’t betting on the regime alone, its unequivocal support for the junta
suggests its analysts believe the regime will eventually prevail over the anti-coup resistance,
that outside support for the resistance movement will only prolong the inevitable, and that
the regime offers the most likely route towards the stability necessary for the advancement
of China’s substantial economic and strategic interests in the country.

Beijing has allies in the country, while it is expected that Moscow will stick with the regime.

Myanmar’s ethnic armed organizations in the north have forged closer relations with China
and depend on the powerful neighbor. China can only increase its support to these groups.
On the Taiwan issue, meanwhile, China has halted cooperation with the US over critical
issues and it will be difficult to seek any understanding on Myanmar due to the escalation of
tensions. Last year, the United States and China brokered an agreement that will effectively

Page 26 of 53


https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-regimes-execution-of-democracy-activists-condemned-at-home-and-abroad.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-regimes-execution-of-democracy-activists-condemned-at-home-and-abroad.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-regimes-execution-of-democracy-activists-condemned-at-home-and-abroad.html

block Myanmar’s military rulers from addressing the United Nations’ General Assembly,
dealing a blow to the junta’s quest for international legitimacy.

For its part, the West (including the US) supports the democratic opposition and shadow
civilian government, the National Unity Government, but so far, no arms support has been
involved. The US has however increased its humanitarian assistance and support for
opposition and civil society groups since the coup.

The US recently asked countries in the region to engage with the NUG, which has urged the
international community to provide arms to its forces fighting against the country’s military
regime.

In June, the US State Department’s counselor urged the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN) to engage with the NUG, saying the country’s political crisis cannot be
resolved by engaging only with the military regime.

The US’s political support is limited, however. But the opposition in Myanmar has urged
Washington to do more. Meanwhile, Russia’s assertive engagement with the regime in
Naypyitaw only deepens.

Myanmar has become a playground; dragging Russia in to play a bigger role in Myanmar
sounds very ominous.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/commentary/dragging-russia-into-the-myanmar-

conflict.html

Myanmar Ambassador to China Died Sunday
Reuters

A man walks past a paramilitary police officer

keeping watch outside the Myanmar embassy in
Beijing, China August 8, 2022.

¢

Myanmar's ambassador to China died suddenly
on Sunday in the southwestern Chinese city of
Kunming, according to an obituary in Myanmar

state media and diplomatic sources in Beijing.

The obituary for Ambassador U Myo Thant Pe by Myanmar's foreign ministry in a state
newspaper on Monday did not specify his cause of death.

Diplomats in Beijing and a Chinese language Myanmar media report said the cause was
likely to be a heart attack.
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U Myo Thant Pe was last seen on Saturday meeting a local official in the southwestern
Chinese province of Yunnan which borders Myanmar, according to a local news report.

The Myanmar embassy in China did not immediately respond to a request for comment.

U Myo Thant Pe was appointed ambassador to China in 2019 and stayed in his post after
Myanmar's military took power in a coup in February 2021.

He was the fourth ambassador to die in China in the past year.

German ambassador Jan Hecker, 54, died in September, less than two weeks into his Beijing
posting.

Ukraine ambassador Serhiy Kamyshev, 65, died in February during or shortly after a visit to a
Beijing Winter Olympics venue.

Philippines ambassador Jose Santiago "Chito" Sta. Romana, 74, died in quarantine in the
eastern Chinese province of Anhui in April.

https://www.voanews.com/a/myanmar-ambassador-to-china-died-sunday/6692536.html
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