PEACE Info (August 4, 2022)

Saddened Suu Kyi Questions Legitimacy of Myanmar Activists Executions

Families of Myanmar’s death row inmates live in fear of execution

Myanmar Junta Charges Japanese Filmmaker With Incitement

Three Resistance Fighters Detained by Myanmar Junta Found Dead in Mandalay

Kachin Resistance Attacks Myanmar Junta-Allied Outposts

KIA Raid N’'wan Yang PMF In Waingmaw

KIA And Burma Army Clash In Kutkai

SSPP/SSA delegation arrive in Nay Pyi Taw to discuss peace with SAC

Martial Law Reinstated In Taunggyi

Lack of progress on Myanmar peace plans makes further engagement of limited value:

Asean

Myanmar Coup Leader Requests Russia Move its Embassy to Naypyitaw

Russia backs Myanmar junta's efforts to 'stabilise' country, hold elections
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Saddened Suu Kyi Questions Legitimacy of Myanmar Activists Executions
By THE IRRAWADDY | 4 August 2022

The Myanmar junta’s executions of four democracy activists in late July saddened the
country’s ousted leader Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, prompting her to question the legitimacy of
the death sentences handed down to the four men, who included a former lawmaker from
her National League for Democracy (NLD) Party.

Former NLD MP Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw, prominent democracy activist Ko Jimmy and anti-coup
activists Ko Hla Myo Aung and Ko Aung Thura Zaw were hanged by the junta at Yangon’s
Insein Prison. A military regime tribunal sentenced them to death, accusing them of
masterminding and being involved in anti-regime activities.

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi was visibly saddened upon learning of the executions when she
appeared at a recent court hearing, according to sources close to the court.

“Can they be hanged under the law? Why did it [the regime] do that? They can’t do that,”
said the sources, citing Suu Kyi.

Undated picture of Ko Jimmy (far right) as a young
student activist with Daw Aung San Suu Kyi (third
from right).

Sources also revealed that ousted President U Win
Myint looked very upset when he learned about the
hangings. U Win Myint has been held under house
arrest since last year’s coup and, like Daw Aung San
Suu Kyi, faces a series of charges from the junta.

Suu Kyi was detained by the regime on the day of the coup. Last month, the 77-year-old was
moved to solitary confinement in a prison in Myanmar’s capital Naypyitaw.

The executions of the four activists spurred global outrage, with United Nations (UN) Special
Envoy for Myanmar Noeleen Heyzer saying that the UN views the hangings as a “blatant
violation” of a person’s “right to life, liberty and security”. The United States, along with
other countries, blasted the regime for its “disregard for human rights and the rule of law.”

Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw (right) as an NLD lawmaker with
party leader Daw Aung San Suu Kyi in Parliament in
2016. / NLD chairperson

Close ties

Of the four victims, both Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw and Ko
Jimmy were friends with Daw Aung San Suu Kyi.

Ko Jimmy had known her since he was a young
student taking part in the 1988 pro-democracy
uprising that aimed to topple the then military regime.
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Later, he became a member of the prominent ‘88 Generation Peace and Open Society and
continued to promote peace in Myanmar. Along with former student leader Ko Min Ko
Naing, Ko Jimmy was frequently spotted holding friendly conversations with Suu Kyi at state
dinners during the time the NLD was in power from 2016 to 2021.

Ko Jimmy talks to Daw Aung San Suu Kyi at a state
event. / Maung Thein

Former rapper Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw became close to
Suu Kyi after they were both elected as NLD MPs in
the 2012 by-elections. Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw was part
of her delegation when she traveled to Europe and
also accompanied Suu Kyi on her first trip to China

in 2015.

Many senior NLD members knew that he had high respect for Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and
had earned her trust.

NLD Secretariat member U Win Htein, who is also being detained by the regime, said that
“Zeya Thaw is almost like a son to Daw Aung San Suu Kyi.”

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/saddened-suu-kyi-questions-legitimacy-of-
myanmar-activists-executions.html

Families of Myanmar’s death row inmates live in fear of execution

The junta’s hanging of 4 democracy activists last week suggests more executions to come.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.08.04

A prison staff stands guard at Insein prison in Yangon,
Myanmar, January 3, 2019. Reuters

The families of 77 political activists sentenced to death
o by Myanmar’s military junta say they live in fear that
lﬁm-- their loved ones will be executed without warning after
the military regime hanged four prominent prisoners of
conscience.

Frustration with the junta boiled over last week after it put to death veteran democracy
activist Ko Jimmy and former opposition lawmaker Phyo Zeya Thaw, as well as activists
Hla Myo Aung and Aung Thura Zaw, despite a direct appeal from Hun Sen to Min Aung
Hlaing. The executions prompted protests in Myanmar and condemnation abroad.

On Thursday, the daughter of a 56-year-old former junta soldier sentenced to death for
allegedly helping pro-democracy People’s Defense Force (PDF) paramilitaries told RFA
Burmese that she can’t bear to think that her father might be executed at any point
without her knowing.
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"As a family member, there is no way | could accept that my father might die all of a
sudden,” she said, speaking on condition of anonymity.

“They gave him the death sentence, but did he deserve it? He had no involvement [in the
anti-junta protests]. | think it is completely unfair that he was given the death penalty just
for planning to get involved.”

She claimed that her father was arrested by the military without having committed any
crime and was sentenced to death by a military court without having the opportunity to
defend himself legally.

She urged the junta to let her father serve out a life sentence in prison, noting that he is a
veteran soldier who spent many years in the military.

Prior to last week, only three people had been executed in Myanmar in the past 50 years:
student leader Salai Tin Maung Oo, who helped organize protests over the government’s
refusal to grant a state funeral to former U.N. Secretary-General U Thant in 1974; Capt.
Ohn Kyaw Myint, who was found guilty of an assassination plot on the life of dictator
Gen. Ne Win; and Zimbo, a North Korean agent who bombed the Martyrs’ Mausoleum in
Yangon in an attempted assassination of the visiting South Korean President Chin Doo-
hwan in 1983.

In the more than 30 years between Myanmar’s 1988 democratic uprising and the military
coup of Feb. 1, 2021, death sentences have been ordered, but no judicial executions were
carried out. Thailand’s Assistance Association for Political Prisoners (AAPP) has said at
least 77 people are currently sentenced to death in Myanmar.

From left: Activists Ko Jimmy, Phyo Zeya Thaw, Hla Myo
Aung and Aung Thura Zaw were executed by the Myanmar
junta in late July. Credit: RFA

Legality of execution

e Legal experts have noted that only the country’s
democratically elected head of state has the right to order an execution under existing
laws.

Aung Thein, a High Court lawyer from Yangon, said coup leader Sr. Gen. Min Aung Hlaing
considers himself Myanmar’s head of state and that carrying out the death penalty is his
right.

“IThe junta hasn’t] disposed of the 2008 [military-drafted] Constitution. It has only been
suspended,” he said.

“Since they have said they are operating according to the 2008 Constitution, [Min Aung
Hlaing] believes the responsibility of head of state falls to him. That's why he might be
under the impression that he can order executions.”
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A lawyer from Yangon, who asked not to be named for security reasons, said that the
hanging of a person considered a political challenger to the military appears more like
“revenge” than anything legally justifiable.

“Things have gone from political repression to military repression,” the lawyer said.
“When a rivalry becomes intense, the execution of the opposition by a rival organization
can be seen more as revenge than legal action.”

Junta Deputy Information Minister Maj. Gen. Zaw Min Tun said the four activists
executed last week were “perpetrators of terrorism” and were “judged according to the
law.”

He told a press conference in the capital Naypyidaw a few days after the executions that
ideally the junta would have killed the four more than once.

Aung Myo Min, human rights minister for Myanmar’s shadow National Unity Government
(NUG), said the unlawful arrest and execution of the opposition under unjust laws is the
same thing as “murder in prison.”

III

He expressed concern that last week’s executions would lead to more “officia
the country’s prisons.

killings in

“For a military regime which sees the people as the enemy and kills them wherever they
like, executing people in prison is not very unusual. In fact, this is not the death penalty.
This is murder in prison, as it is based on unjust laws and unsubstantiated cases and
verdicts. After these executions, we worry that the junta may continue, using it as a
precedent.”

A mother whose son was recently sentenced to death in Yangon’s Insein prison told RFA
she can only pray that no other family members of those on death row be forced to
experience such a tragedy.

“It's not good in my heart. | don't know how to describe it,” she said.

“There is anxiety because I'm afraid [another execution] will happen. Nobody wants that
to happen. I’'m praying that it won't. ... | pray for the speedy release of these young kids."

ASEAN criticism

The current rotating chairman of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN),
Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen, told a meeting of the bloc’s foreign ministers in
Phnom Penh on Wednesday that if political prisoners continue to be executed in
Myanmar, he would be forced to “reconsider ASEAN’s role” in mediating the country’s
political crisis.

Under an agreement Min Aung Hlaing made with ASEAN in April 2021 during an
emergency meeting on the situation in Myanmar, known as the Five-Point Consensus
(5PC), the bloc’s member nations called for an end to violence, constructive dialogue
among all parties, and the mediation of such talks by a special ASEAN envoy. The 5PC also
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calls for the provision of ASEAN-coordinated humanitarian assistance and a visit to
Myanmar by an ASEAN delegation to meet with all parties.

Even Min Aung Hlaing acknowledged that the junta had failed to hold up its end of the
bargain on the consensus in a televised speech on Monday in which he announced that
the junta was extending by six months the state of emergency it declared following last
year’s coup. He blamed the coronavirus pandemic and “political instability” for the failure
and said he will implement “what we can” from the 5PC this year, provided it does not
“jeopardize the country’s sovereignty.”

Foreign Minister of Singapore Vivian Balakrishnan, who is attending the ASEAN meeting
in Cambodia, publicly stated on Thursday that further discussion between the bloc and
the junta “would not be beneficial” if there is no progress made in the implementation of
the 5PC.

Myanmar’s junta has killed at least 2,148 civilians over the past 18 months and arrested
nearly 15,000 — some 12,000 of whom remain in detention, according to the AAPP.

Translated by Khin Maung Nyane. Written in English by Joshua Lipes.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/execution-08042022185223.html

Myanmar Junta Charges Japanese Filmmaker With Incitement
By NORA AUNG | 4 August 2022

Detained Japanese documentary filmmaker Toru Kubota faces charges of incitement and
violations of visa and immigration rules for his alleged connections with anti-regime
protesters, according to the junta’s information ministry.

The 26-year-old was detained on Saturday in South Dagon Township, Yangon, along with
two protesters, while documenting an anti-regime rally against the executions of four pro-
democracy activists.

He entered Myanmar through Thailand with a tourist visa on July 1 and contacted protesters
on July 29, the ministry’s statement said.

Kubota had been charged with incitement under 505(a) of the Penal Code and for breaching
visa rules under Article 13 of the Immigration Act. The charges of incitement carry up to
three years in prison and violating the Immigration Act carries up to five years.

No details were given about the two protesters arrested with him.

A Japanese government representative on Sunday said Tokyo was calling for Kubota’s
release.

A small crowd gathered outside the foreign ministry in Tokyo on Sunday to demand his
release.
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Since the 2021 coup, the regime has targeted journalists with arrests, lawsuits, raids on
newsrooms and violence to suppress coverage of junta atrocities.

More than 130 journalists have been detained since the coup. Many of them were charged
with incitement and contacting illegal organizations. Kubota is the fifth foreign journalist
arrested by the junta. The previous four have been released.

Last year Japanese filmmaker Yuki Kitazumi was detained while covering Myanmar. Under
international pressure, he was released and returned to Japan in May 2021 after 25 days in
detention.

Japanese journalist Kenji Nagai was killed at point-blank range while he was covering
protests in Myanmar, during firing on protesters during the Saffron Revolution led by
Buddhist monks in 2007.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-charges-japanese-filmmaker-
with-incitement.html

Three Resistance Fighters Detained by Myanmar Junta Found Dead in Mandalay
By THE IRRAWADDY | 4 August 2022

Three of 10 resistance fighters seized by the Myanmar military regime in Mandalay’s
Aungmyaythazan Township earlier this week were killed and their bodies dumped by the
roadside, according to local resistance groups.

Junta troops raided a resistance safe house and detained around 10 fighters in
Aungmyaythazan on Monday. The following day, the bodies of three of them, including the
leader of the Myanmar Return Ranger Force (MRRF), were found dumped by the roadside.

The MRRF confirmed the death of its leader Bo Aung Myay. The resistance fighters were
arrested while planning to move to another place, it said.

A spokesman for Mandalay-based underground group the Mandalay People Rescue Force
said: “We can confirm the [identity] of Bo Aung Myay. But we can’t identify the two other
bodies.”

-

B o il Three resistance fighters were killed and dumped by
the roadside by regime forces in Mandalay.

The whereabouts of the other detainees are still
unknown, he said, adding that the fighters are feared
dead.

The regime has stepped up security checks and
arrests of young people since early July, according to
residents and resistance groups. More than 80
resistance fighters and civilians have been detained so far.
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Junta soldiers, police and armed men in civilian clothes are carrying out increased security
checks on roads, using private cars and vehicles from charities and monasteries, said local
resistance groups.

The regime has also been checking houses for overnight guests as it hunts for protest
leaders and resistance fighters. Troops surround areas before knocking on doors to prevent
suspects escaping, said resistance fighters.

Some resistance groups have suspended operations, while others have left Mandalay.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/three-resistance-fighters-detained-by-myanmar-
junta-found-dead-in-mandalay.html

Kachin Resistance Attacks Myanmar Junta-Allied Outposts
By THE IRRAWADDY | 4 August 2022

One of the major ethnic armed groups in Myanmar, the Kachin Independence Army (KIA),
has been attacking ethnic Lisu militias in Waingmaw Township in Kachin State since mid-
July.

KIA Brigade 5 has been attacking at least three Lisu militia bases along the road between
Waingmaw and Sadone since July 14, alleging that they are cooperating with the regime.

Militias from the Lisu National Development Party (LNDP) led by U Shwe Min and junta
troops are deployed at the outposts, said Waingmaw residents.

KIA troops attacked and torched a Lisu militia base to the south of the Waingmaw-Sadone
road on Tuesday morning, according to KIA sources.

Some shells landed on a village during the fighting and villagers fled their homes, said
residents.

KIA troops and the Kachin People’s Defense Force attacked a Lisu militia base by the road in
the east of Waingmaw on July 28. At least six Lisu militia members and a KIA fighter died in
the two hours of fighting, said a resident.

“Militias do not have heavy guns and they only defended themselves from inside the base
with rifles, as they were surrounded. | heard it was the KIA and PDF that attacked them. |
don’t know the casualty numbers. | heard around six Lisu militia members were killed. There
were gunshots until dawn. | heard around 30 to 40 shells land,” said the resident.

The KIA also occupied and torched a Lisu militia base to the south of the road on July 14. A
junta jet fighter bombed the base following the attack, said residents.

A Kachin analyst said the KIA attacked the junta-affiliated Lisu militia base to expand its
control of the road.

Tensions are running high between the KIA and regime which has brought in reinforcements
from Light Infantry Battalion 58 and Division 88 to the road.
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Founded in 2013, the LNDP contested in both the 2015 and 2020 general elections. It won
two seats each in the Lower House and Shan State parliament in 2015. It is a political party
that has transformed from a militia group and is estimated to have around 100 armed
groups.

U Shwe Min’s troops form a splinter group from Zakhung Ting Ying’s New Democratic Army
Kachin militia. Zakhung Ting Ying split from the KIA in 1993 and made peace with the
previous military regime, the State Law and Order Restoration Council. The group came
under regime control when it transformed itself into a Border Guard Force in 2009.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/kachin-resistance-attacks-myanmar-junta-allied-
outposts.html

KIA Raid N’'wan Yang PMF In Waingmaw

4th August 2022

Frontline KIA Group

The Kachin Independence Army (KIA) destroyed the
camp of a regime-affiliated armed group in Waingmaw
Township.

According to a male source with knowledge of what
i i happened, several soldiers from the N’'wan Yang
People’s Militia Force (PMF) camp near Sadon Waterfall were captured alive during the
attack. KIA soldiers have occupied the ruined site where both PMF and Burma Army (BA)
soldiers were staying.

The man, who requested anonymity, said that his friend who was travelling to Sadon told
him that the road was blocked by the fighting between the groups and they were only
allowed to continue after it ended.

The friend said that the KIA has taken over the PMF checkpoint and is checking everyone
who wants to pass through the area located between Waingmaw and Kanpaiti towns.
Weapons were also recovered during the raid, which the Kachin soldiers are inquiring about.

After the raid, the regime sent BA soldiers and 50 PMF soldiers from Waingmaw town,
which could lead to more fighting in the area.

At the end of July, the KIA killed at least six PMF soldiers at the Wu Yang camp and two of
their own fighters were also killed during the attack in Waingmaw Township.

“We found the bodies of six soldiers in the PMF camp and | believe at least 20 soldiers were
wounded in the clash,” a KIA officer told KNG. The camp wasn’t set ablaze because it’s
located in a civilian village, the officer explained.

https://kachinnews.com/2022/08/04/kia-raid-nwan-yang-pmf-in-waingmaw/
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KIA And Burma Army Clash In Kutkai
By SHAN - August 4, 2022

Civilians are worried after fighting broke out between the Burma Army (BA) and the Kachin
Independence Army (KIA) near their village in Kutkai Township, northern Shan State.

According to local reports, the KIA and BA fought on Bat Nute hill at around 8pm on 1
August. Shelling and bullets hit near the villages at the foot of the hill.

“Several bullets hit some trees in our village. We could not sleep at night because we were
afraid of shelling,” a woman from Bat Nute told SHAN about the 30-minute clash, wishing
the groups were fighting in the jungle far away from the people.

Kutkai Township

"If there are clashes near villages, the residents will
suffer. And no one will help us. We have suffered
too much already,” she said.

: : A child was killed by a shell that hit Marn Nawng
durlng flghtlng between the armed groups in Kutkai on 25 July.

The other armed groups active in the township are Ta’ang National Liberation Army, Shan
State Progress Party and Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/25243

SSPP/SSA delegation arrive in Nay Pyi Taw to discuss peace with SAC

PUBLISHED 4 AUGUST 2022 | EMG

A delegation led by the Vice President (1) of the
Shan State Progressive Party (SSPP/SSA) arrived in
Nay Pyi Taw on July 2 to meet and discuss peace
with the Chairman of the State Administration
Council (SAC) and Commander-in-Chief of the
Defence Services.

D When asked about the news that the SSPP/SSA
—_— delegation has arrived in Nay Pyi Taw to discuss
peace, Major General Zaw Min Tun, who is the spokesperson of the SAC, answered , "Yes,

they have arrived. They will discuss tomorrow".

It is known that the Shan State Progressive Party (SSPP/SSA) peace delegation that arrived in
Nay Pyi Taw for peace talks was led by Vice President (1) General Khur Tai and Vice
President (2) Major General Khun Hseng, and included about 10 members.
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SSPP spokesperson Major Phone Han told Shan Herald news agency that they are holding
talks to resolve the issue through dialogue and negotiation to avoid hardship for the people
due to the fighting.

The delegation led by General Khur Tai, Vice President (1) of the SSPP/SSA will meet and
discuss with the State Administration Council’s Chairman Senior General Min Aung Hlaing
today.

After the meeting with the SAC’s Chairman, the SSPP delegation will meet with the peace
negotiation team and the Coordination Committee for National Unity and Peacemaking
formed by the State Administration Council.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/ssppssa-delegation-arrive-in-nay-pyi-taw-to-discuss-
peace-with-sac

Martial Law Reinstated In Taunggyi
By SHAN - August 5, 2022

Martial law was reinstated in Taunggyi Township in southern Shan State after the killing of a
local leader.

Article 144 of Burma’s Penal Code, which prohibits the assembly of more than five people
between midnight and 4am, was enforced for a time after the coup nearly two years ago.

Following the accidental killing of a General Administration Development (GAD) officer in
the Shan State capital by Burma Army soldiers on 24 July, shootings, explosions and attacks
on motorbikes have increased, prompting the GAD office to reinstate Article 144 in the
township.

Taunggyi City capital of Shan State

A woman from Taunggyi town told SHAN on
condition of anonymity that there is no one
protesting against the junta in the area. Many
people are already too scared to leave their
homes at night because of the army and political

instability, she explained.

In Hsipaw Township in northern Shan State, Article 14 is still in effect, according to a local
who said robberies have also increased in Hsipaw town since the military overthrew the
government.

According to a former lawmaker, who didn’t want to be identified, the regime reenacted the
article for a reason.

"People are suffering a lot,” he said.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/25246
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Lack of progress on Myanmar peace plans makes further engagement of limited value:
Asean

PUBLISHED 4 AUGUST 2022 | STRAITS TIMES FOR ANN

PHNOM PENH - Myanmar's lack of progress in
implementing plans agreed upon with the rest of
Asean means engaging further with the country's
military authorities is of limited value, the grouping's
foreign ministers said on Wednesday (Aug 3).

At their meeting in Phnom Penh, the ministers
reiterated the importance of continued
implementation of the Five-Point Consensus, drawn
up in April last year to bring an end to the violence and instability in Myanmar following a
military takeover in February 2021.

Singapore's Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA) said in a statement after the meeting:
"Without any progress on this front, further engagement with the Myanmar military
authorities would be of limited value. Asean is exploring ways to engage with all
stakeholders in Myanmar."

In April 2021, Senior General Min Aung Hlaing, agreed to five points: an immediate end to
violence in the country, dialogue among all parties, an Asean special envoy to facilitate
mediation, humanitarian assistance by Asean, and the special envoy's visit to Myanmar to
meet all parties.

Asean has taken a consistent stance on Myanmar after the coup. The foreign minister
appointed by Myanmar's ruling State Administration Council was not invited to the Asean
Foreign Ministers’ Meeting (AMM) this year. This in line with Asean's view that Myanmar
can be represented only by a non-political representative until there is progress in
implementing the consensus.

The bloc had earlier condemned the execution of four activists by Myanmar's ruling military,
which announced on July 25 that it had executed four men who were accused of aiding
"terror acts".

MFA said the execution of the activists leading up to the AMM was a grave setback for
Asean's efforts to facilitate a peaceful resolution, and for national reconciliation in
Myanmar. It also disrespected the efforts of current Asean chair Cambodia and the Asean
Special Envoy on Myanmar Prak Sokhonn.

Earlier on Wednesday, Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen said the grouping will be forced
to rethink peace plans made with Myanmar if the country's military rulers conduct more
executions of prisoners.
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He also noted that the bloc has spent much time and energy on Myanmar, and braved
difficulties and criticism to help the country and its people find political solutions.

In a Facebook post on Wednesday, Foreign Minister Vivian Balakrishnan said the executions
reflected the Myanmar military authorities' clear disrespect for Asean, but stressed that the
grouping's work must go on.

"We cannot allow ourselves to be held hostage, or let our current difficulties undermine
Asean's centrality and unity," he said.

Dr Balakrishnan reiterated calls for the release of all political detainees in Myanmar,
including President Win Myint and State Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi, and for the Asean
Special Envoy on Myanmar to have access to all stakeholders, said MFA.

Indonesian Foreign Minister Retno Marsudi said on the sidelines of the AMM that all of
Asean's foreign ministers had decided they must have a paragraph on Myanmar in the joint
communique. A joint communique agreed upon by all Asean members is traditionally
released after the AMM.

Speaking to reporters after the meeting, Malaysian Foreign Minister Saifuddin Abdullah said
Myanmar's ruling military has been uncooperative, pointing to its lack of progress in
implementing peace plans. Last week, he said Malaysia would present a framework for the
consensus' implementation at the AMM, after critics commented on how the Myanmar
executions made "a mockery" of Asean's peace plan.

At their meeting, the Asean foreign ministers also discussed the negative impact of Russia's
invasion of Ukraine, in particular on energy and food prices.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/lack-of-progress-on-myanmar-peace-plans-makes-
further-engagement-of-limited-value-asean

Myanmar Coup Leader Requests Russia Move its Embassy to Naypyitaw
4 August 2022

Myanmar junta chief Senior General Min Aung Hlaing told Russia’s foreign minister Sergei
Lavrov to move the Russian Embassy from Yangon to the capital Naypyitaw, according to
Russian state media the TASS news agency.

Russia’s foreign minister arrived in Myanmar on Wednesday for a working visit and met his
Myanmar counterpart and coup leader Min Aung Hlaing in Naypyitaw.

Lavrov’s trip was the second high-profile visit by a foreign government since last year’s
coup, following the January visit of Cambodia’s Prime Minister Hun Sen and foreign minister
Prak Sokhonn.

Min Aung Hlaing suggested moving Russia’s Embassy to Naypyitaw and opening a consulate
in Mandalay, according to TASS.
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He also suggested that Myanmar open consulates in the Russian cities of St. Petersburg and
Novosibirsk. “We need new institutions for diplomatic contacts so that we can increase
travel between our countries,” Min Aung Hlaing was quoted by TASS as saying.

It is not yet clear how Russia will respond to Min Aung Hlaing’s proposal.

Lavrov met the junta boss ahead of attending the annual meeting of the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) foreign ministers in the Cambodian capital Phnom Penh.

The military regime’s top diplomat, U Wunna Maung Lwin, has been excluded from the
ASEAN meeting, after the junta sparked fresh international outrage last week by executing
four political prisoners including a former lawmaker and a veteran democracy activist.

“We stand in solidarity with the efforts [by the regime] to stabilize the situation in the
country,” Lavrov reportedly said in his meeting with U Wunna Maung Lwin.

The two foreign ministers discussed strengthening economic cooperation, defense and
security ties and the delivery of humanitarian assistance to Myanmar, said sources in
Naypyitaw.

There were reports ahead of Lavrov’s visit to Myanmar that the regime is interested in
acquiring BrahMos supersonic anti-ship cruise missiles manufactured by BrahMos
Aerospace, a joint Russian-Indian venture, with a loan from the Indian government.

After China, Russia is a major arms supplier to the Myanmar regime and the two countries
have become closer since the 2021 coup that has thrown Myanmar into chaos.

Lavrov’s visit comes two weeks after Min Aung Hlaing traveled to Russia on an unofficial trip
during which he visited weapon factories.

Russia has sold six SU-30 fighters that can use BrahMos anti-ship cruise missiles to
Myanmar. Two fighters were handed over to the Myanmar military before the Armed
Forces Day in March last year, with Russian pilots training their Myanmar counterparts.

David Scott Mathieson, an independent researcher on conflict and peace in Myanmar, said
that the visit of Russia’s foreign minister is a sign that Moscow will continue to sell arms to
the regime as long as it can pay for them, which is bad news for resistance forces in
Myanmar.

Mathieson added that Russia will likely continue to defy the United Nation’s Security
Council’s actions and arms embargo on the Myanmar regime.

Russia is important for the isolated junta, which is increasingly relying on air power to crush
resistance forces, noted Mathieson. The Myanmar people will continue to suffer from junta
air and artillery strikes unless the supply of weapons from Russia is stopped, he added.

Since becoming military chief in 2011, Min Aung Hlaing has visited Russia at least ten times.
Observers say that the Russian foreign minister’s visit is a sign that the two countries are
looking to promote cooperation in other sectors besides the military.
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As part of Russia-Myanmar economic cooperation, operations are set to resume in 2023-24
at the No. 2 steel factory (Pinpet) in Shan State, after the plant was shuttered for over four
years.

The plant, located near the Shan State capital Taunggyi, is a joint iron exploitation and
processing project between the military-owned Myanmar Economic Corporation (MEC) and
the state-owned Russian company Tyazhpromexport. Min Aung Hlaing visited the plant in
October last year.

The junta is also trying to join the SPFS (Sistema Peredachi Finansovykh Soobscheniy) bank
transfer system run by the Central Bank of Russia, to avoid using the SWIFT (The Society for
Worldwide Interbank Financial Telecommunication) system mainly used by western
countries.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-coup-leader-requests-russia-move-its-
embassy-to-naypyitaw.html

Russia backs Myanmar junta's efforts to 'stabilise' country, hold elections
By AFP |

A handout photo made available by the press service of
the Russian Foreign Affairs Ministry shows Russian
Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov (L) and Myanmar
military Commander-in-Chief Senior General Min Aung
Hlaing (R) shaking hands during a meeting in
Naypyitaw, Myanmar, 03 August 2022. Photo: EPA

é'.
g
:

hoowma & ‘ Russia backs the Myanmar junta's efforts to "stabilise"
the crisis-wracked country and hold elections next year, its foreign minister said in talks with
top generals on Wednesday, according to Russian state media.

The Southeast Asian nation has been in turmoil since the putsch last year, with the junta
accused by rights groups of committing war crimes as it struggles to crush resistance to its
rule.

Isolated internationally and with Western governments imposing sanctions, the military
government has sought to deepen ties with major ally and arms supplier Russia -- whose
invasion of Ukraine it has said was "justified".

"We are in solidarity with the efforts (by the junta) aimed at stabilising the situation in the
country," Sergei Lavrov said during talks in Myanmar's capital Naypyidaw, according to the
TASS news agency.

"Next year, you will hold legislative elections and we wish you success," Lavrov added,
referring to proposed August 2023 elections that opponents of the coup have said will be
neither free nor fair.
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On Monday junta chief Min Aung Hlaing -- who travelled to Moscow last month -- said polls
could only take place when the conflict-wracked country was "stable and peaceful".

The putsch has sparked renewed fighting with established ethnic rebel groups in border
areas, while dozens of civilian "People's Defence Force" militias have also sprung up to
battle the military.

Lavrov and his counterpart Wunna Maung Lwin also discussed the "further advancement of
bilateral relations and cooperation" between the countries' armed forces, the junta's
foreign affairs ministry said in a statement.

Russia -- along with ally China -- has been accused by rights groups and a UN expert of
arming Myanmar's military with weapons used to attack civilians.

Lavrov and junta chief Min Aung Hlaing also discussed opening new consulates "to promote
an increase in travel" between their two countries, TASS said.

Lavrov later travelled on to Cambodia, Russia's foreign affairs ministry said, where he will
attend an Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) foreign ministers' meeting.

The junta's top diplomat has been excluded from the meet over its failure to engage in
dialogue with its opponents.

ASEAN joined a chorus of international outrage after the junta announced last month it had
executed four prisoners, including a former lawmaker and a democracy activist, in the
country's first use of capital punishment in decades.

- 'Disappointed and disturbed' -

ASEAN has been growing increasingly frustrated at Myanmar's lack of progress on a five-
point peace plan agreed last year.

Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen -- the current ASEAN chair -- on Wednesday warned
Myanmar against further hangings.

He said the regional bloc was "disappointed and disturbed" by last month's executions, and
that the further use of capital punishment would mean a "rethink" of the five-point peace
plan.

Isolated on the international stage, the junta has turned increasingly to allies including China
and Russia.

Junta chief Min Aung Hlaing was in Moscow on a "private" visit in July and reportedly met
with officials from Moscow's space agency Roscosmos and nuclear agencies.

In Naypyidaw, Lavrov said Roscosmos would build "new infrastructure" in Myanmar in
cooperation with the junta.

The army has justified its power grab by alleging massive fraud during the 2020 elections, in
which Aung San Suu Kyi's National League for Democracy (NLD) trounced a military-backed

party.
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Last year, it cancelled the results of the polls, saying it had uncovered more than 11 million
instances of voter fraud.

International observers said the voting was largely free and fair.

More than 2,100 people have been killed in a military crackdown on dissent, according to a
local monitor.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/russia-backs-myanmar-juntas-efforts-stabilise-country-
hold-elections
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