PEACE Info (August 3, 2022)
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Myanmar's Civilian Government Reports Over 18,000 Junta Deaths in Year
By THE IRRAWADDY | 3 August 2022

More than 18,000 Myanmar junta soldiers were killed by ethnic armed organizations and
people’s defense forces in the last 12 months, according to the civilian National Unity
Government (NUG).

The NUG’s defense ministry said from June 1, 2021, to June 30, 2022, there were 5,337
clashes, claiming 18,116 junta lives and causing 6,128 junta injuries.

It said junta forces killed 2,908 people and wounded 1,911.
The Irrawaddy could not independently verify the figures.

Since late March last year, people have taken up homemade weapons, including slingshots,
air guns and firearms, to resist the junta in response to the killing of peaceful, anti-regime
protesters across the country.

Resistance forces stepped up operations against the regime after the NUG declared war on
the regime on September 7 last year.

Injured and dead soldiers on a truck in Lay Kay
Kaw in Karen State on Thursday.

On August 1, junta leader Min Aung Hlaing
admitted his regime did not fully control the
country more than 18 months after the coup.

He said that by July 23, there had been 7,246
attacks conducted with bombs, grenades and
mines and 6,567 targeted assaults and
murders of regime forces and their allies, with
Sagaing Region seeing the most attacks,
followed by Yangon, Mandalay and Magwe regions.

He said the junta faced escalating attacks in Sagaing, Magwe, Kayah and Kayah in the past
six months as the Kachin Independence Army and Karen National Union provided large
numbers of troops and military equipment, including arms and ammunition.

Meanwhile, the regime has escalated atrocities in resistance strongholds, including arbitrary
arrests, killing civilians, extrajudicial execution, shelling residential areas, using civilians as
human shields and looting and burning houses nearly every day.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmars-civilian-government-reports-over-
18000-junta-deaths-in-year.html
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Myanmar Junta Troops Kill 10 People During Village Raid
By THE IRRAWADDY | 3 August 2022

At least 10 bodies of villagers were found after Myanmar junta troops raided a village in
Myinmu Township, Sagaing Region, according to residents.

Junta forces arrived in two helicopters at Latpankyin village, which had around 500 houses,
in the north of the township while two Russian-made MI-35 helicopters attacked the village,
although there had been no fighting with anti-regime forces on Monday in the area.

On Monday, three betel farmers were killed in junta airstrikes. Another was detained by
junta forces after troops found a picture of a man holding a gun on a phone. The detainee
had no information and was killed, Ko Nway Oo, a leader of the Civil Defense and Security
Organization of Myaung, who witnessed the junta raid, told The Irrawaddy.

His body was found behind the village school with his hands tied behind his back, Ko Nway
Oo said.

After air attacks on Monday, around 100 villagers, including teachers and around 60
children from a school run by the civilian National Unity Government, were detained by
junta forces.

Resistance forces rescued the trapped children and villagers on Tuesday evening, Ko Nway
Oo said.

At least six more villagers’ bodies were found after the troops left on Tuesday, he added.
A resident told The Irrawaddy that within two days, 10 bodies were found.

“Villagers still not dare return,” the villager said.

Troops also destroyed a health clinic, a Buddhist center and houses.

Troops also reportedly took 14 Latpankyin villagers as human shields and moved them to
nearby villages.

Pro-regime channels and media groups reported on Tuesday that regime troops killed five
people’s defense force (PDF) members during a raid on a camp in the village and detained
40 male villagers and 73 women for interrogation but did not mention the children.

The reports stated that they seized many improvised firearms, ammunition and equipment,
six vehicles and 30 motorbikes.

Amid attacks from PDFs and ethnic armed organizations, junta forces have relentlessly
committed atrocities and arbitrary killings, burned people alive, used civilians as human
shields, conducted airstrikes and shelled residential areas, looted and burned houses and
committed acts of sexual violence.

Last Wednesday the regime raided and burned down a PDF camp in Myinmu Township
using five helicopters, including two MI-35s.
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Blast, Shootings Kill Two in Myanmar-China Border Town
By AFP | 3 August 2022

YANGON—A bomb blast and a spate of shootings in a Myanmar-China border town have
killed two people and wounded at least nine, rescue workers and locals said on Tuesday.

No group has so far claimed the attacks in Shan State’s Muse, Myanmar’s main gateway to
China, which is home to several militia groups jockeying for control over lucrative casinos
and the drug trade.

One woman died and five people were wounded in a bomb attack on a police traffic post on
Monday, said a local NGO worker who requested anonymity.

Later that night, the police station was attacked “with small arms and heavy weapons”, the
worker said, killing another person and leaving four wounded.

A member of a volunteer rescue group who helped transport people to hospital confirmed
the two deaths but put the wounded toll higher, saying six people, five of them militia
members, had been injured in the bombing, and another five injured in the police station
attack.

A separate, drive-by shooting on Tuesday morning injured two more suspected militia
members, both the NGO worker and the rescuer said.

Local media also reported the attacks.
A police spokesman for the area could not be reached for comment.

Muse is home to several militia groups controlled by Myanmar’s army, which has an
agreement with China not to station troops along the border.

The military uses the militias as proxies in a long-running conflict with ethnic rebel groups
which operate in the area, including the Kachin Independence Army (KIA) and Ta’ang
National Liberation Army (TNLA).

TNLA spokesman Major Tar Aik Kyaw told AFP his group was not involved in the Muse
attacks.

Violence has soared across Myanmar since the military’s coup last year, with the junta
leading a bloody crackdown on dissent in addition to its long-running conflicts with the
ethnic groups.

Muse lies on the path of a proposed USS$8.9-billion high-speed rail link from China’s
landlocked Yunnan province to Myanmar’s west coast, part of Beijing’s Belt and Road
Initiative.
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But the region is awash with weapons and a center for meth production as armed rebels
and militias jostle for a share of any potential windfall.

In 2018, two Chinese nationals were among 19 people killed when ethnic rebels attacked
security force posts and a casino near Muse.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/blast-shootings-kill-two-in-myanmar-china-
border-town.html

Resistance Groups Reports Failed Myanmar Junta Attack Near Thai Border
By NORA AUNG | 3 August 2022

Myanmar’s regime forces have failed again to seize the Myawaddy-Waw Lay road controlled
by the Cobra Column in Myawaddy Township, Karen State, on August 1, the resistance
group claims.

The Cobra Column, which is fighting alongside the Karen National Liberation Army, holds the
strategic road to the Thai border allowing resistance forces to receive supplies from
Thailand. The junta needs the road to reinforce its Ukayit Hta outpost and to reoccupy the
Thay Baw Boe border camp.

Last month, Light Infantry Division 44 at Ukayit Hta was attacked by Cobra and about 120
regime soldiers were killed, including a battalion commander, the resistance forces
reported.

Myo Thura Ko Ko, a Cobra spokesman, told The Irrawaddy that more troops from the
division attacked Thone Htat Kwe on the road in late July.

“On August 1 the fighting was intense and lasted all day. The regime forces withdrew and
suffered many causalities,” he said. The spokesman did estimate the regime casualties
because the fighting is ongoing.

The Irrawaddy could not verify the causality numbers.

The junta has shelled the area heavily for three days. Two fighters were lightly injured on
August 3, the spokesman said. Junta airstrikes on the road failed to hit their target, he
added.

In five months of fighting on the Myawaddy-Waw Lay road and at Ukayit Hta and Thay Baw
Boe camps, Cobra says it has lost fewer than 12 fighters but hundreds of regime troops have
been killed.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/resistance-groups-reports-failed-myanmar-junta-
attack-near-thai-border.html
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Two children killed as Myanmar military fires on boat taking them home from school

The attack comes amid renewed fighting between junta forces and the Arakan Army in
Myanmar's Chin state.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.08.03

Taron Ai village in Paletwa township by the
Kalatan River in a photograph from Nov. 2010.
RFA

Two children were killed and three other
people injured when junta troops opened fire
on a boat carrying schoolchildren near Toe Ma
Wa village in Paletwa township.

Residents said two of the injured were also
schoolchildren. They were all students from
Toemawa Middle School in Paletwa’s Remawa village who take the boat along the
Kalatan river every day.

About 10 students boarded the boat at 3 p.m. on Tuesday after lessons had ended. The
Kalatan River is the only way to commute between Toemawa and Remawa villages. The
boat came under fire between Reemawa and the student’s home village.

“They were studying in Toemawa and this happened on their way back from school," a
local resident told RFA on condition of anonymity for safety reasons.

“They were shot by junta troops deployed between Toemawa and Remawa villages. More
than 10 students were on the motor boat.”

Fifth-grade students Nay Min Tun and Aung Than Myint, both 12, were killed. The injured
were identified as female student Khin Si, male student Aung Lin Win and Padu, a general
worker at the school.

Aung Than Myint was shot in the head and Nay Min Tun was shot in his abdomen and
shoulder.

Residents told RFA that since Tuesday morning, the Arakan Army (AA) and Military
Council troops have been fighting near Namada village. Troops from the Ka La Ya 289
battalion fired heavy artillery during Tuesday's fighting.

Calls seeking comment made by RFA to Thant Zin, the Military Council-appointed Social
Affairs Minister in Chin State went unanswered.

Junta troops and the AA have fought twice since July 18. Some border police forces and
14 junta troops were killed. A police chief was snatched by the AA along with weapons
and ammunition.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/two-children-killed-08032022061757.html
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NUG demands release of children held by ‘military terrorists’

At least half of the more than 100 civilians captured during a raid on Monday were children,
according to resistance sources

Khin Yi Yi Zaw | Published on Aug 3, 2022

Two helicopters take part in a military training
demonstration in Ayeyarwady Region in February
2018 (EPA)

Myanmar’s civilian National Unity Government
(NUG) has condemned the country’s military for
holding at least 60 children hostage following a
raid on a village in Sagaing Region’s Myinmu
Township on Monday.

In a statement released on Tuesday, the NUG denounced the military’s actions and called on
the international community to demand the safety and release of the children and other
civilians being held in the village of Letpan Kyin.

“lgnoring the crimes committed by military terrorists encourages them to commit more
crimes,” the NUG said in its statement.

According to resistance sources, the raid on Letpan Kyin began late Monday morning, when
two helicopters launched an aerial assault as two more moved around 50 troops into the
village.

Because of the timing of the attack, dozens of children and their teachers were gathered at
the village’s NUG-run school and unable to flee, one source said.

“The airstrike happened during school hours, so about 60 children, as well as some teachers,
were trapped there. Altogether, they took more than 100 civilians from the village hostage,”
said Nway Oo, an officer in a local defence force.

The military released a statement on the day of the raid claiming that it had detained a total
of 113 people—73 women and 40 men—in Letpan Kyin, but made no mention of the
children.

It also said that it had mounted the attack based on information it had received about a
planned meeting of local People’s Defence Force (PDF) groups in the village. According to
the statement, five PDF members were killed in the raid.

Nway Oo denied this, however, saying that the casualties were local civilians, not members
of any anti-regime resistance group.

“No PDF member was even injured. We did a roll-call and confirmed that no one was left
behind. We’ve gotten in contact with everyone as well,” he said.
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The capture of a large number of civilians has raised fears of a repeat of earlier massacres,
including the killing of dozens of villagers in Sagaing’s Ye-U Township in May.

“It’s impossible not to worry about them as long as they are in the military’s hands. But all
we can do is pray,” said a local woman who did not want to be identified.

Military attacks have forced hundreds of people from around a dozen villages in Myinmu
Township to flee their homes, according to local sources.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/nug-demands-release-of-children-held-by-
military-terrorists

Myanmar Regime-Backed Militia Kidnaps Nine Women in Sagaing
By THE IRRAWADDY 3 August 2022

The Myanmar junta-backed militia Pyu Saw Htee has abducted nine women in Sagaing
Region’s Kantbalu Township for ransom, alleging that the women sheltered internally
displaced persons (IDPs).

Around 150 junta troops and Pyu Saw Htee militia from Myedu and Hmawtaw villages
raided Waryoneboke Village in Kantbalu on Sunday, arresting nine female villagers for
harboring IDPs from Kyeesu Village. The women were taken to a Pyu Saw Htee base in
Myedu Village.

“A Pyu Saw Htee leader who is a disciple of the monk U Wasawa told us to pay a ransom of
200,000 kyats (around USS$S85) for each woman,” said a local resident.

U Wasawa is a member of the ultranationalist Association for Protection of Race and
Religion, better known by its Burmese acronym Ma Ba Tha. The radical monk has formed
militias in Kyunhla, Kantbalu and Taze townships in Sagaing since November last year, with
their numbers estimated at over 4,000 people, including more than 100 women, according
to locals.

The kidnapped women are still being held at Myedu Village. Family members have refused
to talk to the media out of fear for the safety of the detainees.

“Villagers dare not talk as Pyu Saw Htee and junta troops make a strong presence in those
villages,” said a resident.

Military regime soldiers raided Kyeesu Village in southern Kantbalu on July 18 and 19, using
two helicopter gunships. Twelve bodies were found after the raid. Some 300 buildings
including houses, a monastery and two mosques were torched. The raid forced the villagers
to flee to Waryoneboke Village.

Villagers in western Kantbalu have also been threatened by U Wasawa to join Pyu Saw Htee
groups.
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On July 27, a Mi-17 transport helicopter from Northwestern Command unloaded arms at U
Wasawa’s monastery for Pyu Saw Htee fighters, said residents. The Irrawaddy could not
independently confirm those reports.

“All the Pyu Saw Htee militias in Kantbalu wear uniforms so we can’t differentiate them
from junta soldiers,” said a Kantbalu resident.

Junta spokesman Major General Zaw Min Tun told a recent press conference that it has only
trained and armed villagers at their request to form people’s militias for the safety of locals.
He denied that the regime has formed Pyu Saw Htee groups. Forming people’s militias is
legal under Myanmar’s existing laws.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-regime-backed-militia-kidnaps-nine-
women-in-sagaing.html

Myanmar Regime Forms and Arms Pro-Junta Militias in Resistance Strongholds
By NORA AUNG | 3 August 2022

Myanmar’s junta is forming and arming pro-regime militia groups in the resistance
strongholds of Mandalay, Magwe and Sagaing Regions.

The fact that the military regime is providing weapons to junta supporters and ex-soldiers
highlights the regime’s struggle to crack down on armed resistance in those regions, as well
as its inability to find new recruits for the Myanmar military, which has suffered heavy
casualties since last year’s coup.

On Saturday in Mandalay, the regime-controlled General Administration Department, which
falls under the Ministry of Home Affairs, organized a militia in Maha Aung Myay Township
“to act for the township’s security”, according to pro-regime channels on Telegram social
media.

Ten guns and 70 bullets were provided for some of the group’s 65 members.

Maha Aung Myay Township is one of Mandalay’s anti-regime strongholds, with active
underground groups which have been targeting junta informants. The township is also a
hotbed for pro-regime supporters and nationalists.

“The formation of a militia in the country’s second-biggest city shows the regime is
struggling hard to overcome the resistance,” said a Mandalay resident.

Also on Saturday in neighboring Magwe Region, the junta handed out over 50 rifles to
retired soldiers in Magwe City’s Aung Yadanar Ward to organize local militias under what
the regime calls the “public security system”. Pro-junta Telegram channels showed photos
of the ceremony in which dozens of militia members were seen in the same olive green
uniforms worn by the Myanmar military.
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A ceremony marking the handover of weapons to a
local militia in Magwe on July 30.

The regime has organized militias in many regions and
states, including Pyu Saw Htee units and groups made
up of retired soldiers, fire fighters, informers and ward
officials.

P

W1,

Junta forces are also providing food and financial
support worth 300 million kyats (US$8.2 million) to
militia members and their families in Sagaing Region’s Kantbalu, Taze and Kyunhla
townships.

Regime spokesperson Major General Zaw Min Tun told junta-controlled media in Naypyitaw
on April 27 that the regime is implementing a “public security system”, and will strengthen
the militias with regime supporters, the army and police to eliminate “terrorist” forces.

A ceremony marking the handover of weapons to a
local militia in Magwe on July 30.

“We will support them with manpower and
equipment”, said the junta spokesperson.

Bo Ngagar, commander of the Myanmar Royal Dragon
Army, a prominent anti-regime resistance force in
Sagaing Region, told The Irrawaddy that the forming of
more pro-junta militias won’t impact them.

“There are thousands of anti-junta villages in Sagaing, while there are only a handful — four
or five — Pyu Saw Htee villages. So they don’t have an impact on us,” he said.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-regime-forms-and-arms-pro-junta-
militias-in-resistance-strongholds.html

Multiple junta affiliates targeted in assassination attempts across Yangon

At least three people are killed as gunmen open fire on those accused of working with the
coup regime in the commercial capital

Han Thit | Published on Aug 3, 2022

Junta troops seen in downtown Yangon in April 2022
(Myanmar Now)

A junta-appointed administrator, his wife, and a
suspected military informant were among those killed
in at least three shootings in Yangon during a 24-hour
period earlier this week.
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The incidents occurred on Monday at 3pm in South Dagon Township, 9pm in Twantay, and
on Tuesday at 9am in Mingaladon.

Win Naing Tun, the 49-year-old administrator for Shwe Nanthar village in the Htauk Kyant
area of Mingaladon, was killed alongside his wife, Haymar Lwin, 42, in the last attack.

Locals told Myanmar Now that six men on two motorcycles opened fire on the couple after
they stopped their car when an explosive device went off at the foot of the Daw Ngo bridge
in Shwe Nanthar village tract.

They were reportedly taking their daughter and son—aged 12 and 13, respectively—to
school at the time of the assault. The children were physically unharmed, local sources said.

Junta forces responded by blocking off roads in the area near where the incident took place
and carried out searches of passing vehicles.

The car Win Naing Tun was reportedly driving when
he was killed on the morning of August 2 (Supplied)

At the time of reporting, no anti-junta resistance
group had claimed responsibility for the attack.

The previous night, 60-year-old Thein Win of
Twantay Township’s Bekho village was assassinated
by the Twantay Urban Guerrilla Force after being
accused of encouraging the military to attack local
civilians for standing up to junta personnel.

“He summoned the military to ‘punish the villagers’ because they had cursed at the junta-
appointed administrator of Karen Gaung village,” an information officer in the resistance
group said, referring to another community in the area.

In the raid that followed, two villagers were shot dead, he added.

After Thein Win’s death, some 20 soldiers reportedly searched multiple households in
Bekho and arrested two residents on unknown charges.

Kyaw Naing, the administrator of South Dagon’s 25th ward, was shot at least twice by two
gunmen on a motorcycle on Monday afternoon on Zizawa St in the township, according to a
local source.

The Yangon Urban Guerrilla Association—an alliance of 14 resistance forces in the region—
claimed responsibility for the shooting. The coalition’s information officer alleged that the
man had driven a military vehicle into a group of anti-junta protesters last month.

An associate with him at the time of the guerrillas’ assassination attempt appeared to have
been armed by the military and fired back at the gunmen, the spokesperson said.

Kyaw Naing was reportedly sent to South Dagon’s general hospital to be treated for his
injuries, but it was not confirmed at the time of reporting if he had survived the attack.
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“It should have been enough to teach him to not be on the wrong side of history,” the
Yangon guerrilla forces’ representative told Myanmar Now.

Junta targets have frequently come under attack in recent weeks, with incidents occurring in
major cities like Yangon and involving either improvised explosives or gunmen.

Four police officers and two city workers were injured when an explosion went off at the
heavily guarded western entrance to City Hall in the commercial capital on the morning of
July 30.

A ward administrator from Botahtaung Township, Than Win—also known as Bobby—was
shot and injured on the corner of Merchant Rd and 42nd St on July 28.

Junta chief Min Aung Hlaing admitted on Monday that more than 2,000 attacks on military
personnel had occurred in Yangon since the February 2021 coup.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/multiple-junta-affiliates-targeted-in-
assassination-attempts-across-yangon

Extending Emergency Rule Shows Junta has no Control Over Myanmar
By THE IRRAWADDY | 3 August 2022

Myanmar’s military regime has extended emergency rule for another six months, a tacit
admission that its coup has failed.

On Sunday, the regime summoned a meeting of the National Defense and Security Council
(NDSC), the highest authority in Myanmar.

Under the 2008 military-drafted constitution, the chief of the Myanmar military can order a
state of emergency for one year and then renew the order twice more for a period of six
months each time.

The latest extension means the state of emergency will last for at least two years, a sign that
coup leader Senior General Min Aung Hlaing has failed to restore normalcy to the country.

Last February, the military seized power in a coup, justifying its power grab by alleging
massive voter fraud in the 2020 general election which Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s National
League for Democracy (NLD) Party won in a landslide.

Min Aung Hlaing’s laughable statistics

Min Aung Hlaing told the NDSC meeting that there have been over 7,000 mine blasts, 6,000
attacks and 1,000 arson attacks by the parallel National Unity Government and its armed
wing, the People’s Defense Forces, in the 18 months since the putsch.

If those figures are regarded as true, it shows that the military, which swallows up the lion’s
share of the country’s annual budget, is disproportionately weak.
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Sagaing Region saw the most resistance activity with over 4,000 attacks, according to the
junta boss, while Yangon saw nearly 2,500 attacks, Mandalay over 2,000 attacks and Magwe
over 1,300 attacks. Stability has yet to be restored in those regions.

Over 3,000 civil servants, including administrative staff as well as junta supporters, have
been killed since the coup and around 3,000 more injured, said Min Aung Hlaing. It appears
that he has included slain members and supporters of the military’s proxy Union Solidarity
and Development Party (USDP) in those figures. When UDSP Chair U Than Htay met the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations Special Envoy on Myanmar last month, he told him
that more than 1,800 USDP members had been killed by anti-regime forces.

But Min Aung Hlaing made no mention of the air and artillery strikes, arbitrary killings and
arson attacks carried out by his soldiers.

More than 2,000 people have died at the hands of the junta, according to the Assistance
Association for Political Prisoners, and some 15,000 have been detained since the coup.

Across the country, over 1.2 million people are currently displaced, including nearly 866,400
people displaced by the conflict since the military takeover, said the United Nations Office
for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs in Myanmar.

The coup leader made himself a laughing stock as he told the NDSC meeting that Myanmar
has run a US$1 billion trade surplus under his rule. Myanmar is dependent on imports and
has always run a trade deficit under successive governments. Thanks to Min Aung Hlaing’s
wild monetary policies, Myanmar is now facing a severe shortage of US dollars and
Myanmar’s currency the kyat has slumped against the greenback, with the exchange rate
hitting around 2,800 kyats to a dollar in the open market now.

Sham NDSC, sham election

After reading out those statistics at the NDSC meeting, Min Aung Hlaing proposed extending
military rule for another six months and the country’s acting president U Myint Swe, a
former Lieutenant General, nodded in agreement.

Since the coup, the nominal president has only appeared in public three times, when Min
Aung Hlaing held three NDSC meetings to declare and renew the state of emergency in an
effort to pretend that the coup is in accordance with law.

Another person who has only appeared at NDSC meetings is former Lower House speaker T
Khun Myat. He has been involved in politics since the 2008 constitution was drafted, and
will go down in Myanmar history as a politician who cares only about keeping his seat in
parliament, regardless of the country’s situation under successive governments, whether
Senior General Than Shwe’s former junta, U Thein Sein’s quasi-civilian government, Daw
Aung San Suu Kyi’s NLD government or the current regime.

All the other NDSC members are generals. Even the foreign minister, which is supposed to
be a civilian position in the NDSC, is a former colonel. So the meeting was just a sham to fool
people into believing that emergency rule was extended in accordance with law.
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Also a sham is the proposed election that the regime has promised to hold in August next
year. Few people believe that any poll staged by the junta will be free and fair.

The regime has appointed U Thein Soe as the chairman of Union Election Commission to
oversee the upcoming election. The former Major General previously oversaw the 2010
general election, which is widely believed to have been rigged in favor of the USDP.

The NLD, which enjoys overwhelming popular support in Myanmar, has said that it will
boycott the proposed junta-organized election.

As the regime is planning to introduce proportional representation in the upcoming
election, it will need time to educate voters about the new system and, even in normal
times, one year is not enough time to do that, said observers.

At the NDSC meeting, Min Aung Hlaing said that the Myanmar military will serve as the
guardian of the country. Acting President U Myint Swe also asked the military to serve as
the guardian for the country’s interests.

Min Aung Hlaing has denied staging a coup, and has insisted instead that the Myanmar
military is only playing the role of an interim government under the constitution until the
next election. His lie will soon be exposed as, according to the constitution, no military chief
can hold power under emergency rule for more than two years.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/analysis/extending-emergency-rule-shows-junta-has-
no-control-over-myanmar.html

Views from Thailand’s envoy on the Myanmar crisis

By Mizzima |

Vietnam's Deputy Foreign Minister Bui Thanh
Son (L) and Thailand's advisor to the foreign
affairs minister, Pornpimol Kanchanalak (R),
attend the first plenary session of the G20
foreign ministers' meeting in Nagoya, Aichi
prefecture on November 23, 2019. Photo: AFP

Matichon newspaper in Thailand this week ran
an interview on the Myanmar situation

with Pornpimol Kanchanalak who is an adviser
and new special envoy to the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Thailand, appointed to the post
in April 2022 The following is the full interview that ran in Matichon on 2 August translated
into English and provided with their permission.

MATICHON NOTE - Pornpimol Kanchanalak, who is an advisor to the Minister of Foreign
Affairs of Thailand and a new special envoy for Myanmar, gave an interview about the
continued efforts concerning the Myanmar situation and answered a variety of questions.
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As the new special envoy for Myanmar, what information do Thai people need to know
about Myanmar?

Myanmar is our neighbour. It shares a border with Thailand of around 2,401 kms, the
longest border in all of our neighborhood. Even though there is an economic downturn and
the internal conflict in Myanmar, Thailand-Myanmar border trade during these years still
escalated to around two hundred thousand million baht. Thailand had total exports of a
hundred thousand million baht and total imports of eight billion baht. Moreover, the Thai
fishery sector has invaded the territorial waters of Myanmar on occasions. The energy that
produces electricity in most of the western part of Thailand, including Bangkok and many
industries is from the gas of Myanmar.

Labourers in Thailand, most of them from Myanmar, are an important factor that drive the
economy of Thailand. The relationship between the government and the people in Thailand-
Myanmar are rather friendly and interdependent.

Myanmar is a country that has many unique features, it has both the richest civilization and
has a long history. This is very complicated. It has ethnic minorities of more than 150
groups. Myanmar was full of wounds and violence before Britain colonised it. It used to get
the second highest GDP ranked in Asia and keep increasing. Myanmar was exporting rice,
meanwhile most of the countries in this region were facing a famine. Once there was a port
city in Myanmar accepting more immigrants per day than immigrants that entered the
United States through Ellis Island.

The time that the British Colonial authorities ruled in Myanmar, the Myanmar military was
almost non-existent. Furthermore, it was attacked by neighbouring military. During the
period of colonization, this time extremely affected Myanmar's military mindset such as
they must build a strong army for protection so that the danger that happened to them
before will not occur. Myanmar's ethnic conflicts have risen until then. Since the British
Empire almost demolished the Myanmar army, it chose Gurkhas soldiers and ethnic
minority groups to become its army. Ethnic minority groups including Rohingya people have
entered Myanmar since then.

The British Empire made up classes, it said that around 60 per cent of Myanmar people are
aristocrats, having a position in the civil service, but at the same time, the Myanmar military
was trying to build their army. For that reason, the Myanmar military will definitely not let
themselves turn back to the bad old days during the colonial time period. Myanmar is a
country that has the longest domestic terrorism in the world, since 1947. The history of
Myanmar is full of wars and it is still going on today.

When Daw Aung San Suu Kyi led the government in Myanmar, there was a chance that
people would get more freedom. However, the Myanmar military considered that they had
a part in the administration of the country.

This is their military’s prestige. Ethnic minorities groups have battled the military with guns
and weapons. Everybody is trying to have their own things, like their own power. Therefore,
the Myanmar military has seen the important role of making the central force stronger
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which lets them control things easily without (the country) falling apart. When Suu Kyi
became president (or state counsellor), the Myanmar military agreed to cooperate. This is
the power sharing between the military government and the civil government.

| want you to look at the democracy in Myanmar as a process. It did not begin with General
Aung San growing powerful in Myanmar politics and did not end when the military
overthrew the civil government and then closed the country.

Myanmar's military seized power in a coup, and they think it's the right action along with
the country’s Constitution. In accordance with the country's military-drafted 2008
Constitution, the constitution requires elections be held no later than six months from the
end of the state of emergency.

Our duty is to make sure Myanmar gets back on a democratic path again by respecting their
sovereignty. Myanmar is an independent nation. It has prestige that we have to respect
them which is a basic principle. The global community should help Myanmar get to that
point so that the Myanmar people can have a normal life again. We should not be the one
who closed this avenue. It is not easy but we have to give it a try.

After problems occurred in Myanmar, when did Thailand begin to work on this?

We always followed the political development in Myanmar since the general election. When
the negotiation about power sharing between the military government and civil government
failed, there was a military coup on the morning of 1 February 2021. The first time | heard
this news, | was still with Don (Pramudwinai), the Thai Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister. He thought that there was a high chance Myanmar would see violence. The first
thing that he ordered was to found the “Humanitarian Task Force' because this situation it
will definitely be followed by people being in tough times.

You know that Thailand is the first country in ASEAN that founded this kind of task force,
Don is the chief. There are many related offices of the department and it also invited people
from outside the ministry. For seeking a way to muster our strength to help the Myanmar
people. Thailand is the first country donating money to the Myanmar Red Cross Society
through the Thai Red Cross Society. Don also brought many provisions donated by the
private sector and then gave it to the Myanmar Red Cross Society by himself. He assigned
me a plan for ending the conflict in Myanmar on the first day that the conflict occurred, not
the first day that | was appointed to be the special envoy on Myanmar.

My duty is to coordinate agencies within the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, security agency,
private sector and NGOs for seeking a way to muster our strength to help the Myanmar
people. He also ordered me to do track 1.5 diplomacy (The work of diplomats under a
situation where official and non-official actors cooperate in conflict resolution by exploring
new ideas, exchanging information and ideas in every view which developed within the
groups) for bringing peace to the country and people of Myanmar.

What are the duties of a special envoy? And why do people still doubt why Thailand wants
to help Myanmar to that extent?
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Recently, many countries appointed special envoys to do track 1.5 diplomacy for sorting the
problem out in the Myanmar conflict. Working in every ministry and agency needs to have a
coordinator, that’s why we appointed special envoys for looking at the big picture in every
dimension. We need a person who spends time on that particularly but most of the work
that | did is to receive Don’s policy, then act on it and to help the ministry and agency’s work
with coordination.

Myanmar has a conflict just like our neighbour is on fire. If we say that our neighbor is not
good and we don’t call a fire engine to help them, in the end we will be affected too. We
don’t add insult to injury because they have their own problems. How can we help
Myanmar's situation to get better? Because we don’t want to have a neighbour that still has
ongoing internal conflict, no stability and fighting. If we don't hurry to solve these problems,
it could become a civil war. Thailand as a neighbour sharing a border with Myanmar will face
a lot of problems in the future.

For example, last year drugs surging into Thailand at its borders increased five times
compared to the previous year. It's a very severe problem because drug trafficking mainly
makes money for buying weapons, and, as a result, the fighting in Myanmar will be more
chaotic.

How did the recent Myanmar executions affect your work?

We are very worried. The way he (the junta leader) chose to execute activists can tell us
many things. By the way, Thailand doesn’t want it to happen such as cutting Myanmar out
of national interaction and letting every decision depend on one. No matter if ASEAN or
whoever can influence his (the junta leader's) thoughts. The engagement we have had with
the Myanmar government doesn’t mean that we are verifying his legitimacy but we had to
interact with him. There was no call for a truce without interactions with every sector and
stakeholders.

What Thailand did, was to interact with every sector (of Myanmar society). Let them talk to
each other, find a way out of the political situations through a peaceful way, and no more
fighting. These are the main objectives of Don and the (Thai) prime minister. We cannot
choose who we support but we can choose to solve our problems by peaceful means.

How do you view people linking Myanmar politics to Thai politics?

We shouldn’t use the Myanmar situation as a weapon for political purposes because the
situations that have occurred don't only have players in Myanmar, they have players all
around the world. It's very complicated and sensitive. Thai foreign affairs aim to best protect
the country’s interests in every dimension. Thai people may quarrel with each other,
however foreign affairs shouldn’t be a weapon for political purposes. Due to the fact that
foreign affairs have to choose one thing that protects the country’s interests.

In foreign affairs, many people can make up their theories and can say anything. If it is
personal theories or their point of view, people can find fault in what you say. It sounds
convenient, right? But | don’t want you to do that. It can affect many parts of our country.
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Let our politics stay in our country. Speaking every word without concern for the truth will
cause more problems to our country.

After all this time, there are personal attacks and rumours about being imprisoned abroad.

Being imprisoned abroad and being a lobbyist are the two stories that | am always being
attacked. | am here to inform you that | have never been a lobbyist. | have never taken
someone’s money to lobby others and | have never been imprisoned. Not even handcuffed
by USA officials or not allowed to enter the USA. When the case happened, it was directly
related to a person in a position related to political party donations. He suggested that the
information was legitimate, so we did exactly what he said. We were not donors but we
were fundraisers. | never want to do illegal things. The business | did at that time was to
match companies in Thailand and the USA, which have the same needs. We were
middlemen who brought people with the same needs together. When | was prosecuted, |
hired a lawyer and followed every procedure. The public prosecutor didn’t want this case to
go on, he forced me to settle this case or my family members would be in trouble. | didn’t
want to make trouble for anyone, particularly my family, just me was enough. | had been
through a lot but | thought if only our conscience were clear and | could stay by myself, |
would be alright. Finally, | was penalized by the law but | have never been imprisoned. |
have already been responsible for my actions and never place the blame on other people.

How did you end up working with Don?

| was starting to work while Don was a Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs. He had a policy
about opening relationships in the Middle East because we didn’t keep contact with them
that much, however | am very familiar with that region. | helped them coordinate a visit to
Oman. Later, Don invited me to help with his work. You cannot say that | am filling in for
Don, | work by following his orders with limited authority. People said | swaggered into the
ministry and made many people and civil servants uncomfortable. This is not true at all. |
have been working here for seven years. | have never ordered anyone about, because | am
not here to order people. My only duty is to follow policies and complete an assignment as
best as | possibly can.

You asked about when we first met, | first met Don in Matthayom (a secondary school
grade). We met accidentally at a scholarship exam. We still did not know each other. When |
was a first-year student in Chulalongkorn University, Don was a second-year student. We
still did not know or were familiar with each other. During my time at university, we met
less than 10 times. | met him at meetings sometimes because | have worked with the Royal
Thai Embassy in the US and have served Mom Ratchawong Kasem Samoson Kasemsri.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/views-thailands-envoy-myanmar-crisis
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ASEAN Chair Says Executions May Prompt Rethink of Strategy on Myanmar
By THE IRRAWADDY | 3 August 2022

The chairman of ASEAN, a regional grouping of 10 Southeast Asian countries, said the bloc
may have to “rethink” its approach to the Myanmar crisis if the junta continues to execute
political prisoners.

Cambodia currently holds the rotating chair of ASEAN, of which Myanmar is a member.

Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen made the comment in his opening remarks to the 55th
ASEAN Foreign Ministers’ Meeting in Phnom Penh on Wednesday morning.

Myanmar has been in social and political turmoil with armed resistance groups battling the
regime across the country since the military coup last year. The junta, which has killed more
than 2,000 people since seizing power, executed four democracy activists in July under
terrorism laws for their anti-regime activities despite global pleas to spare them, including
from ASEAN.

Currently, the regime’s prisons hold 76 political prisoners who have been sentenced to
death, and the junta has said that more hangings are in the pipeline.

Hun Sen said on Wednesday that following the execution of the four opposition activists the
situation in Myanmar had changed dramatically, and could now be seen as even worse than
the period prior to the bloc’s announcement of its peace plan for Myanmar, known as the
Five-Point Consensus.

“If more prisoners are to be executed, we will be forced to rethink our role vis a vis ASEAN’s
Five-Point Consensus,” he said.

The grouping adopted the consensus in April last year, calling for an immediate end to
violence, and for dialogue between the junta and its opponents.

So far, the junta has failed to honor the plan. Regime chief Min Aung Hlaing said on Monday
that implementing the consensus last year was challenging, as the country had to
“overcome the challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic while dealing with violent riots and
terrorism.”

“This year, as the situation has improved on all fronts, we are implementing the ASEAN Five-
Point Consensus to the extent we can within the ASEAN framework,” he said during a
televised speech to the nation marking 18 months of military rule.

But after more than a year of no progress on the plan, ASEAN has been widely criticized as a
toothless talking shop.

The regime’s foreign minister was absent from Wednesday’s opening ceremony in Phnom
Penh. Maintaining its stance from previous meetings, the bloc declined to invite him, as a
way of punishing the regime for its failure to implement the consensus.
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Meanwhile, Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov arrived in Myanmar on Wednesday
morning for meetings with junta leaders. Right after his arrival, Lavrov met with his regime
counterpart Wunna Maung Lwin.

Russia and its ally China have been accused of arming Myanmar’s junta with weapons used
to attack civilians since last year’s coup.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/asean-chair-says-executions-may-prompt-
rethink-of-strategy-on-myanmar.html

Asean will have to rethink peace plan if Myanmar conducts more executions, says
Cambodian PM

PUBLISHED 3 AUGUST 2022 | STRAITS TIMES FOR ANN

PHNOM PENH - Asean will be forced to rethink
peace plans made with Myanmar if the country's
military rulers conduct more executions of
prisoners, Cambodian Prime Minister and Asean
chair Hun Sen said on Wednesday (Aug 3).

The regional bloc recently condemned the
execution of four activists by Myanmar's

military and has since last year been pushing for
Myanmar to adhere to the Five-Point Consensus,
drawn up in an attempt to bring an end to the violence and instability in the country.

Mr Hun Sen was speaking at the start of the 55th Asean Foreign Ministers' Meeting (AMM)
in Phnom Penh. Cambodia is the current chair of Asean.

"Cambodia, as well as all Asean member states, is deeply disappointed and disturbed by the
execution of those opposition activists, despite the appeals from me and others for the
death sentences to be reconsidered for the sake of political dialogue, peace and
reconciliation," he said.

"If more prisoners are to be executed, we will be forced to rethink our role vis-a-vis Asean's
Five-Point Consensus."

Myanmar's military launched a military takeover against the country's democratically
elected government in February last year. More than 2,000 people have been killed in the
takeover which has left the nation in chaos.

The Five-Point Consensus was reached at the Asean Leaders' Meeting in Jakarta in April
2021.

The five steps the military regime agreed to with the Asean leaders are: an immediate end
to violence in the country; dialogue among all parties concerned; the appointment of a
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special envoy; provision of humanitarian assistance by Asean; and a visit by the bloc's
special envoy to Myanmar to meet all parties.

While some progress has been made, the implementation of the Five-Point Consensus on
Myanmar has not advanced in the way that everyone wished for, said Mr Hun Sen.

The situation has been made worse with the execution of the four activists, Mr Hun Sen
stressed. Myanmar's ruling military announced on July 25 that it had executed four men
who were accused of aiding "terror acts". Asean denounced the executions the next day.

Foreign ministers from the group's member states and their counterparts from the United
States, China, Russia and other key partners will be meeting for the AMM which is on till
Friday.

The foreign minister appointed by Myanmar's ruling State Administration Council was not
invited to the AMM this year, The Straits Times understands. This is in line with Asean's
status quo where Myanmar can be represented only by a non-political representative until
there is progress in implementing the consensus.

Malaysia said last week that it would present a framework for the consensus'
implementation at the AMM, after critics commented on how the Myanmar executions
made "a mockery" of Asean's peace plan.

Myanmar will be a key focus of the talks.

"On Myanmar, we have spent so much time and energy, braved so many difficulties and
criticism to help this country and its people find some political solutions. We will continue to
do so without placing at risk, in any way, our Asean unity," said Mr Hun Sen.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/asean-will-have-to-rethink-peace-plan-if-myanmar-
conducts-more-executions-says-cambodian-pm

Stopping Myanmar Violence Tops Meeting of Asian Diplomats

Associated Press

Group photo of participants during the
OPENING CEREMONY
B 1 MINISTERS' MEETING = opening of the 55th ASEAN Foreign
Ministers' Meeting (55th AMM) at a hotel in

SAMDECH AKKA MOHA SENA PADEI TECHO HUN SEN
PRIME MINISTER OF THE KINGDOM OF CAMBODIA
Phnom Penh, Cambodia, Aug. 3, 2022.
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PHNOM PENH — Top Southeast Asian
diplomats meeting in Cambodia's capital
intensified efforts Wednesday to stop the
escalating violence in Myanmar, and to
address other pressing — and often divisive — regional issues.

It is the first in-person meeting of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations foreign
ministers since the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic, which has weakened economies
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and complicated diplomacy, and comes at a time of increased tensions between the United
States and China, as well as global increases in food and energy prices following Russia's
invasion of Ukraine.

“ASEAN has to deal with challenges of different types and levels but never before, never like
this year, have we been confronted at the same time with so many perils for the region and
the world at large," Cambodia's Foreign Minister Prak Sokhonn told the delegates ahead of
the meetings.

Cambodia currently holds the rotating chairmanship of ASEAN, which also includes the
Philippines, Malaysia, Indonesia, Laos, Singapore, Thailand, Vietnam and Brunei in addition
to Myanmar.

The military ousted the democratically elected government of Aung San Suu Kyi in Myanmar
in February 2021, and the country was asked not to send any political representative to the
ASEAN meetings in response to the violence that has ensued.

In protest of that decision, Myanmar's military government said it would send no delegate
at all, so is unrepresented in the talks, complicating efforts to push the country to comply
with ASEAN's five-point plan for peace, which it has largely been ignoring.

“You're trying to solve the problem in Myanmar without talking to them," conceded
Cambodia's spokesperson for the meetings, Kung Phoak, a Foreign Ministry official who also
serves as the group's special envoy to Myanmar.

“We are trying to talk to them, trying to explain to them, trying to express our frustration.
But at the same time we also want to hear from them, what they think, how they can do
more, so that we can make sure that the implementation of the five-point consensus is
moving forward as fast as possible."

Suu Kyi's ouster triggered widespread peaceful protests that were violently suppressed.
They have evolved into an armed resistance and the country has slipped into what some
U.N. experts characterize as a civil war.

Among other things, the five-point consensus calls for dialogue among all concerned parties
and an immediate end to violence.

The military-led government has shown little interest in following the plan, however, and
last week announced that it had resumed judicial executions, hanging four political
prisoners.

That prompted a global outcry, including from ASEAN countries, with Malaysian Foreign
Minister Saifuddin Abdullah condemning the act as a ““crime against humanity."

New sanctions are being considered and Saifuddin said ahead of the meetings that the
group should consider scrapping or revising its five-point consensus. He said ASEAN's special
envoy also needs to meet with the National Unity Government, a shadow civilian
administration established outside Myanmar, to help develop a new political framework.
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In his opening remarks, however, Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen seemed to suggest a
slower approach, saying that member states were “deeply disappointed and disturbed by
the execution of those opposition activists" but going on to say “if more prisoners are to be
executed we will be forced to rethink our role vis-a-vis ASEAN's five-point consensus."

In a draft copy of the final communique, which was obtained by The Associated Press and
could change by the end of the meetings, the ministers say they remain committed to
“accelerate the implementation of the five-point consensus' and again ““called for the
immediate cessation of violence."

More than 2,100 people have been killed by the military government since it took power
and nearly 15,000 have been arrested, according to the Assistance Association for Political
Prisoners, a non-governmental organization that tracks killings and arrests.

The foreign ministers of China and Russia, both of which have supported Myanmar's military
regime, will be attending the ASEAN meetings and could be pressed by the group for
assistance in implementing the plan, though China has strongly stuck by a principal of non-
intervention.

U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken, who has criticized ASEAN for not doing enough to
stop the violence in Myanmar, will also be in attendance.

All three major powers are expected to take part Friday in an expanded meeting called the
East Asia Summit. They are also to attend the ASEAN Regional Forum, a platform for security
talks where North Korea is also a member.

That could be the first time Blinken and his Chinese counterpart, Wang Yi, would meet in
the wake of House Speaker Nancy Pelosi's visit to Taiwan, which provoked an angry
response and threats from China, and might coincide with Chinese military exercises around
the island.

Combined efforts to help the region in the wake of the coronavirus pandemic's devastating
impacts on tourism and other industries is another issue the ASEAN ministers set out to
tackle, as well as ongoing territorial disputes in the South China Sea.

In 2016, an arbitration tribunal set up in The Hague under the U.N. Convention on the Law
of the Sea invalidated Beijing's vast territorial claims after the Philippine government
complained in 2013 about China's increasingly aggressive actions in the disputed waters.

China did not participate in the arbitration, rejected its ruling as a sham and continues to
defy it.

In addition to China and the Philippines, Vietnam, Malaysia, Taiwan and Brunei have had
overlapping claims in the busy waterway, where an estimated $5 trillion in goods passes
each year and which is believed to be rich in undersea gas and oil deposits.

In the draft final communique, the group says concerns remained “on the land
reclamations, activities, and serious incidents in the area, which have eroded trust and
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confidence, increased tensions, and may undermine peace, security, and stability in the
region."

At the same time, they “welcomed the continuously improving cooperation between
ASEAN and China" and said they were “encouraged by the positive progress of the
substantive negotiations" toward agreement on a code of conduct in the South China Sea.

https://www.voanews.com/a/stopping-myanmar-violence-tops-meeting-of-asian-
diplomats-/6685010.html

ASEAN foreign ministers to push for tougher action on Myanmar

By AFP |

Foreign ministers of the Association of
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- - N B8 Teodoro Locsin, Singapore's Vivian

Balakrishnan, Cambodia's Prak Sokhonn,
Indonesia's Retno Marsudi, Laos' Saleumxay
Kommasith and ASEAN Secretary-General
Lim Jock Hoi pose for a group photo during
the ASEAN Foreign Ministers' Retreat in

Phnom Penh on February 17, 2022. Photo:

@ ASEAN

AFP

Malaysia is set to lead a push for tougher action on Myanmar when a regional bloc of
foreign ministers meet this week, as anger mounts at the junta for stonewalling crisis
resolution efforts.

The 10-country Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) -- which has spearheaded so
far fruitless diplomatic efforts to restore peace -- last week condemned the junta's
execution of four prisoners.

Myanmar has been in chaos since a putsch in February last year and the death toll from the
military's brutal crackdown on dissent has passed 2,100, according to a local monitoring
group.

Ministers meeting in Phnom Penh from Wednesday are expected to lament the lack of
progress on ASEAN's "five-point consensus" plan, agreed to in April last year, which called
for an immediate end to violence and dialogue between the junta and coup opponents.

As well as voicing "deep concern" about recent developments and calling for restraint, the
ministers will also demand "concrete actions to effectively and fully implement the Five-
Point Consensus", according to a draft communique obtained by AFP.

After more than a year of no progress on the plan, Malaysia will present a framework for its
implementation, even as critics deride the ASEAN as a toothless talking shop.
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"The key element of the framework is there must be an end-game. You have to have an
end-game. What is the end-game of the five-point consensus?" Malaysian Foreign Minister
Saifuddin Abdullah told AFP.

- 'Making a mockery' -

Within the bloc, frustrations are growing after the Myanmar junta went ahead with its first
executions in decades despite personal pleas from Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen.

Among the four executed were Phyo Zeya Thaw, a rapper-turned-lawmaker from ousted
civilian leader Aung San Suu Kyi's National League for Democracy party and veteran political
activist Kyaw Min Yu -- better known as "Jimmy".

"It shows the junta is making a mockery of the (consensus plan)," Saifuddin wrote in a
weekend newspaper article.

Singapore's Foreign Minister Vivian Balakrishnan characterised the executions as a "grave
setback" to ASEAN's efforts to resolve the crisis, while Thailand's foreign ministry
spokesman Tanee Sangrat said the move "aggravates the vexing problems of Myanmar".

A senior ASEAN diplomat told AFP he does not expect any country to go as far as calling for
Myanmar's expulsion from the bloc.

But some members, led by Malaysia and the Philippines, want to bar the military regime
from sending ministers to all ASEAN meetings -- including November's summit -- until there
is progress on the five-point plan.

"Political appointees of the administration, especially the military administration are not
welcome," the Philippines' Assistant Foreign Secretary for ASEAN Affairs Daniel Espiritu said.

Myanmar's top diplomat, Wunna Maung Lwin, has not been invited to Phnom Penh and was
also left out of a foreign ministers' retreat in February, while junta leader Min Aung Hlaing
was snubbed at a leaders' summit last year.

"Even North Korea is welcome at this forum but the Myanmar junta isn't... it has to be
recognised just how isolated Myanmar is, even in its neighbourhood," said Aaron Connelly, a
Southeast Asia specialist at the International Institute for Strategic Studies.

- Maritime row -

Along with the Ukraine-Russia conflict, ongoing South China Sea tensions will be another hot
button issue on the agenda.

US Secretary of State Anthony Blinken will fly in, with Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi and
Russia's top diplomat Sergei Lavrov also expected to attend and hold meetings with the
ASEAN ministers.

But analysts do not expect a repeat of 2012 when Cambodia -- a key Beijing ally -- last
hosted ASEAN and was accused of siding with China on the disputed sea, resulting in no
communique being issued.
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"Cambodia has learnt its lesson. It was the first time ASEAN didn't come up with a joint
statement and Cambodia got big blowback from it," said Thailand’s Chulalongkorn
University analyst Thitinan Pongsudhirak.

"Hun Sen.. doesn't want to shoot himself in the foot again."

China claims most of the sea -- with competing territorial assertions from Brunei, Malaysia,
the Philippines, Taiwan and Vietnam.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/asean-foreign-ministers-push-tougher-action-myanmar

ASEAN ratchets up criticism of Myanmar junta as Russian FM visits Naypyidaw

ASEAN chair Hun Sen says the situation in Myanmar is worse than ever since the coup.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.08.03

Russia's Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov attends a
meeting with Myanmar's military leader Min Aung
Hlaing in Naypyidaw, Aug. 3, 2022. Russian Foreign
Ministry/Handout via Reuters

The Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) ratcheted up its criticism of member
state Myanmar’s junta on Wednesday, as Russia’s
top diplomat visited Naypyidaw despite
international outrage of the regime’s execution of four prominent democracy activists.

In a speech delivered at the opening ceremony of the 55th ASEAN Foreign Ministers’
Meeting in Phnom Penh on Wednesday, Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen, whose
nation holds the rotating chair of the bloc, acknowledged that no progress has been
made on Myanmar’s political crisis, despite junta chief Snr. Gen. Min Aung Hlaing’s
pledge to end violence in April last year.

Hun Sen said that if the junta continues to execute its political opponents he would be
forced to “reconsider ASEAN’s role” in mediating Myanmar’s conflict.

“The situation is now very volatile with the execution of the four opposition activists, and
can be said to be worse than before the Five-Point Consensus (5PC),” he said, referring to
the agreement Min Aung Hlaing made with ASEAN in April 2021 during an emergency
meeting on the situation in Myanmar.

“ASEAN is deeply shocked and horrified by the execution of these opposition activists.”

ASEAN’s 5PC called for an end to violence, constructive dialogue among all parties, the
mediation of such talks by a special ASEAN envoy, the provision of ASEAN-coordinated
humanitarian assistance and a visit to Myanmar by an ASEAN delegation to meet with all
parties.
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Even Min Aung Hlaing acknowledged that the junta had failed to hold up its end of the
bargain on the consensus in a televised speech on Monday in which he announced that
the junta was extending by six months the state of emergency it declared following its
Feb. 1, 2021 coup. He blamed the coronavirus pandemic and “political instability” for the
failure and said he will implement “what we can” from the 5PC this year, provided it does
not “jeopardize the country’s sovereignty.”

Frustration with the junta boiled over last week after it put to death veteran democracy
activist Ko Jimmy and former opposition lawmaker Phyo Zeya Thaw, as well as activists
Hla Myo Aung and Aung Thura Zaw, despite a direct appeal from Hun Sen to Min Aung
Hlaing. The executions prompted protests in Myanmar and condemnation abroad,
including from outspoken ASEAN member-state Malaysia, which said “no Myanmar
military regime representative” should be allowed at any meeting of the bloc, including
this week’s gathering of foreign ministers from ASEAN countries and nearly 40 ASEAN
partner nations.

Wednesday’s comments sounded a different tune for Hun Sen who, on assuming the
ASEAN chair earlier this year, predicted that he would use his skill as a negotiator to
resolve the situation in Myanmar.

Hun Sen’s decision in January to become the first foreign leader to visit Myanmar
following the coup was widely panned by the international community as conferring
legitimacy on the junta and he has since remained relatively quiet while the crisis has
worsened.

Call for stronger measures

Speaking to RFA Khmer, observers said ASEAN stakeholders should not remain silent on
the junta and suggested that the bloc call on the United Nations to intervene in Myanmar
if it is unable to resolve the crisis on its own.

Cambodian political analyst Em Sovannara said that refusing the junta a seat at the table
for ASEAN gatherings doesn’t go far enough.

“For example, the ASEAN Chair should start talking to Myanmar’s [shadow] National
Unity Government (NUG), not the military government,” he said.

Similarly, Soeung Senkaruna, spokesman for the Cambodian rights group Adhoc, said
ASEAN should review its 5PC and, if unable to resolve the crisis, seek assistance from the
U.N.

“There should be strong measures in place to punish the abuse and killing of innocent
people,” he said.

“We think that with no such measures, Myanmar’s dictatorial leaders will continue to
persecute their opponents in any way they see fit.”

Attempts by RFA to reach Cambodian Foreign Ministry spokesman Chum Sontory for
comment on the situation in Myanmar went unanswered on Wednesday.
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Long lines of vehicles wait at a filling station in
Yangon, April 19, 2022. Credit: AP Photo

Russian visit

While many Western governments have sought to
punish Myanmar’s junta for killing what rights
groups say is at least 2,148 civilians over the past

; . 18 months, Russia has continued to support the
regime both diplomatically and militarily.

Moscow reiterated that support on Wednesday when, ahead of attending the ASEAN
Foreign Ministers’ Meeting in Phnom Penh, Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov visited
Naypyidaw and met with Min Aung Hlaing and junta Minister of Foreign Affairs Wunna
Maung Lwin.

Details of the meetings remain unknown, but in a post on Twitter Russia’s foreign
ministry cited Lavrov as saying that Moscow “appreciate[s] the traditionally friendly
nature of our partnership, which is not affected by any opportunistic processes,”
apparently in reference to efforts by the international community to sanction the junta.

The junta’s foreign ministry said Lavrov and Wunna Maung Lwin “cordially exchanged
views on promotion of bilateral relations and cooperation and reaffirmed their
commitment to enhance cooperation between the two countries in the multilateral arena
based on mutual trust and understanding.”

RFA Burmese was unable to reach junta Deputy Information Minister Maj. Gen. Zaw Min
Tun for further comment on the meetings Wednesday.

Lavrov’s visit comes two weeks after Min Aung Hlaing traveled to Russia on an unofficial
trip, which political analyst Ye Tun described as part of the junta’s bid to secure weapons
from Moscow.

“The frequent back-and-forth visits between the leaders and the Russian foreign
minister’s current visit all point to expanded economic ties between Russia and Myanmar
and the effort to obtain military assistance — especially military equipment — from
Russia,” he said.

Lavrov said in a press release on Tuesday that his trip sought not only to promote
bilateral relations, but also strengthen economic cooperation and defense and security
ties.

Amid the uptick in cooperation between Russia and Myanmar since the coup, the two
countries’ relationship has become increasingly complex.

Complex relationship

Myanmar-based political analyst Than Soe Naing said the junta is relying more than ever
on Russia to uplift the country’s economy, which is in shambles due to Western
sanctions.
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“Myanmar's economic situation is already in a serious state ... as international oil
companies, like Total, are withdrawing from the country,” he said.

“l believe that the junta is embracing Russia so that Russia can help the country in the
face of an economic crisis — especially a fuel shortage.”

Thein Tun Oo, executive director of the Thaningha Strategic Studies Group, a think tank
of former military officers, said the junta has become closer to Russia as a strategic
partner in order to reduce its dependence on neighboring China for economic and
military assistance.

“It may be a disadvantage to be dependent on a single country, so it’s not uncommon to
find another strategic partner with whom you can have a really close relationship,” he
said.

“It’s mainly for this reason that [Myanmar is] now looking at Russia as a strategic
partner.”

Observers also suggested that junta leaders are more impressed with Russia than China
when it comes to military technology.

Four months after last year’s coup, during his June 2021 visit to Russia, Min Aung Hlaing
told Russian Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu that he was grateful to Moscow for making
Myanmar’s army one of the strongest in the region. That same month, the U.N. General
Assembly adopted a resolution to prevent the flow of military equipment to Myanmar,
but Russia abstained.

Observers said Russia might see Myanmar as an important country if it hopes to expand
its economic influence in East Asia.

The website Global Firepower, which tracks the development of military forces from
around the world, said last month that Myanmar maintains a fleet of 280 aircraft,
including fighter jets and attack helicopters, 664 tanks, and 155 warships, including one
submarine.

Translated by Khin Maung Nyane. Written in English by Joshua Lipes.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/criticism-08032022190612.html

Russian FM Says Moscow Backs Junta's Efforts to ‘Stabilize’ Myanmar
By AFP |3 August 2022

YANGON—Russia backs the Myanmar junta’s efforts to “stabilize” the crisis-wracked
country, its foreign minister said on Wednesday during talks with top generals, according to
Russian state media.

The Southeast Asian nation has been in chaos since the military’s power grab last year, with
more than 2,100 people killed in a crackdown on dissent, according to a local monitor.
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“We are in solidarity with the efforts [by the junta] aimed at stabilizing the situation in the
country,” Sergei Lavrov said during talks in Myanmar’s capital Naypyitaw, according to the
TASS news agency.

Russia is a major ally and arms supplier of the isolated junta, and has been accused by rights
groups of arming the military with weapons used to attack civilians since last year’s coup.

“Next year, you will hold legislative elections and we wish you success in making your
country even stronger and more prosperous,” Lavrov added, referring to proposed August
2023 elections that opponents of the coup have said will be neither free nor fair.

Lavrov is scheduled to travel on to an Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)
foreign ministers’ meeting in Cambodia from which the junta’s top diplomat has been
excluded over its refusal to engage in dialogue with its opponents.

His visit comes after the junta sparked renewed international outrage last week when it
announced it had executed four prisoners, including a former lawmaker and a democracy
activist, in the country’s first use of capital punishment in decades.

‘Disappointed and disturbed’

ASEAN has been growing increasingly frustrated at Myanmar’s lack of progress on a five-
point peace plan agreed last year.

Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen, the current ASEAN chair, on Wednesday warned
Myanmar against further hangings.

He said the regional bloc was “disappointed and disturbed” by last month’s executions, and
that the further use of capital punishment would mean a “rethink” of the five-point peace
plan.

The junta has yet to comment on Lavrov’s visit.

With Western governments imposing sanctions following the coup and violent crackdown
on dissent, the junta has turned increasingly to allies including China and Russia.

Junta chief Min Aung Hlaing was in Moscow on a “private” visit in July and reportedly met
with officials from Moscow’s space and nuclear agencies.

The army has justified its power grab by alleging massive fraud during the 2020 elections, in
which Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s National League for Democracy (NLD) trounced a military-
backed party.

Last year, it canceled the results of the polls, saying it had uncovered more than 11 million
instances of voter fraud.

International observers said the voting was largely free and fair.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/russian-fm-says-moscow-backs-juntas-efforts-to-
stabilize-myanmar.html
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SAC Chair and Russian FM meet in Naypyidaw
PUBLISHED 3 AUGUST 2022

| SAC Chair Senior General Min Aung Hlaing and
Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov met in
Naypyidaw on August 3rd (Wednesday). The

Russian Foreign Minister backed the State
Administrative Council’s efforts to stabilize the crises
within the country.

i

"We are in solidarity with the efforts (by the ruling
military) aimed at stabilising the situation in the
country," Sergei Lavrov said during talks in Myanmar's capital Naypyidaw, according to the
TASS news agency.

I
|

"Next year, you will hold legislative elections and we wish you success in making your
country even stronger and more prosperous," Lavrov added, referring to proposed August
2023 elections

The Russian FM arrived in Myanmar for a “working visit” on the morning of August 3rd and
met with his Myanmar counterpart U Wunna Maung Lwin before meeting with Senior
General Min Aung Hlaing.

According to the statement by the Russian MFA, “There was a discussion on a wide range of
issues of Russian-Myanmar relations, including political dialogue, trade and investment
relations, cooperation in the field of defense and security, humanitarian exchanges. The
practical aspects of the cooperation will be discussed during the 3rd meeting of the Russian-
Myanmar Intergovernmental Commission on Trade and Economic Cooperation scheduled
for the second half of the year.”

After Lavrov’s visit to Myanmar, he is scheduled to attned the ASEAN foreign minister’s
meeting in Cambodia.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/sac-chair-and-russian-fm-meet-in-naypyidaw

Myanmar’s Min Aung Hlaing, Russia’s Putin and Their llk Must Not Prevail
By AUNG ZAW | 3 August 2022

Russia is a major supplier of military hardware to the Myanmar regime, and enhanced
military-to-military ties, which began even before the junta seized power in February

2021, have only been stepped up since the coup. With the arrival of Russian Foreign Minister
Sergei Lavrov in Naypyitaw on Wednesday for talks with junta leaders, The Irrawaddy
revisits this commentary originally published in March of this year, shortly after Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine, examining the implications of the junta and Moscow’s show of mutual
support.
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The generals who have engaged in brutal atrocities and applied a scorched earth strategy in
Myanmar will surely be following the news from Ukraine closely. The immediate question
that arises is, do they want Russian President Vladimir Putin and his invading army to
succeed? Perhaps.

As the invasion of Ukraine was beginning, Myanmar, a member of the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), sounded decidedly out of step with the rest of the world
when a spokesperson for Myanmar’s military council voiced support for Putin’s aggression,
offering two reasons.

“No. 1 is that Russia has worked to consolidate its sovereignty,” he said. “I think this is the
right thing to do. No. 2 is to show the world that Russia is a world power.”

Of course, this is garbage. The junta’s quick show of support for Russia’s aggression is hardly
surprising; Russia is a major supplier of military hardware to the regime, and enhanced
military-to-military ties have been cemented since the coup.

Moscow sent a high-level military delegation led by Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu to
Myanmar two weeks before last year’s coup. Moscow knew of the coup in advance and
promised to supply arms, training, hardware and surveillance technology to the regime.

Since the coup, the two sides have exchanged numerous visits. Indeed, the relationship has
grown worryingly warm. However, this Russia-Myanmar friendship doesn’t include the
Myanmar people.

For their part, the oppressed people of Myanmar loathe both Russia and China, and
whoever else supports the regime.

On March 27 last year, the regime celebrated Armed Forces Day, which historically has
marked the day the people took up arms against the occupying Japanese in the 1940s. On
the same day, the regime’s forces slaughtered more than 100 people across the country,
making it the bloodiest single day since the generals seized power less than two months
earlier. By that point, the international community including most Western nations had long
since condemned the military regime, but Russian Deputy Defense Minister Colonel General
Alexander Vasilyevich Fomin chose to travel to Naypyitaw to attend the 76th annual Armed
Forces Day commemorations.

Soon citizens, farmers, schoolteachers and children were bearing the brunt as Russian-made
jet fighters and helicopters were deployed to drop bombs and fire missiles and machine
guns at them. Many have died since the regime launched a brutal war against its own
people.

Not only Russian but also Chinese-made weapons have killed many innocent people in
Myanmar. They, too, are implicated in the post-coup human tragedy in Myanmar.

Like Putin and his army, Min Aung Hlaing and his soldiers behave like foreign invaders, but
they do so in their own country. The regime faces strong resistance, encountering many
form of protest as well as armed rebellion across the country.

Page 32 of 58


https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-regime-backs-russias-invasion-of-ukraine.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/commentary/russia-love-ammunition-myanmar.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/commentary/russia-love-ammunition-myanmar.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/commentary/russia-love-ammunition-myanmar.html

A year after attempting to stage a coup, the Myanmar regime still does not control the
country or the people.

Did Min Aung Hlaing underestimate the Myanmar people?

Since Russia launched its invasion, Ukraine’s people have displayed great bravery. This has
been well noted in the international community; the reaction from the West has been tough
and Russia is being cut out of the global financial system.

Both Senior General Min Aung Hlaing and Putin have underestimated the people they seek
to subdue, and the resistance to their aggression. Should Putin fail to assert control over
Ukraine, Min Aung Hlaing’s “grand strategy” of bringing Russia into Myanmar’s political
landscape after the takeover will seem as delusional as his coup plan itself.

He must be worried. Days after the invasion of Ukraine, after the spokesman expressed the
regime’s stance in support of Moscow, top brass in Myanmar held a meeting to discuss the
crisis in Ukraine and its impact on and consequences for Myanmar. The generals are worried
about the West’s financial sanctions—Myanmar’s arms dealers have bank accounts in
Russia—and the supply of hardware will slow. Since the coup, the West, including the US
and the EU, has imposed stiff sanctions on the Myanmar military, state-owned companies
and business cronies of the regime, but more needs to be done.

At the meeting, it is understood that the generals were also curious about China’s position
on Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. Details are sketchy but it seems they were mostly interested
in China’s strategic goals, and how they—and future China-Myanmar relations—might be
impacted if Russia botches its invasion of Ukraine.

In its public pronouncements, the Chinese government has urged all sides to de-escalate
tensions in Ukraine.

Since the military takeover in Myanmar on Feb. 1, China has repeatedly insisted that the
armed forces’ seizure of power from the democratically elected government is Myanmar’s
internal affair, including at the UN Security Council (UNSC) and at Human Rights Council
meetings. The Myanmar people dislike China and its stance toward the coup, just as they
dislike Russia for the same reason. Since the coup, China has faced massive anti-China
protests in Myanmar and boycotts of Chinese products.

China-backed factories in Myanmar have been torched and threats against China-backed gas
pipelines issued. Beijing has voiced serious concern over the security of its pipelines; anti-
junta groups in Myanmar have countered by saying that whether or not they are blown up is
an “internal affair”, mocking China’s own rationale for blocking other nations’ attempts at
the UN to condemn the military takeover.

In the meantime, the generals are likely to beef up security for Chinese interests and
projects in Myanmar, and Min Aung Hlaing will do whatever is necessary to accommodate
both Russia and China. At the end of the day, his aim is to rule the country with his blood-
soaked hands, and he will make friends with either Russia or China in order to achieve this.
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There is some pride at stake for Min Aung Hlaing in Putin’s invasion of Ukraine: The general
wants to show the people of Myanmar, and especially his opponents, that his allies are
winners. If things go badly for Putin, the Myanmar people will feel vindicated and Min Aung
Hlaing and his hardline thugs will feel they have attached themselves to the losing side.

Since the coup, Myanmar has quickly descended into chaos. As the human and economic
costs of the long and bloody coup attempt mount it will only become more difficult for the
regime to exert control and consolidate its grip on the country.

Min Aung Hlaing’s regime sees Myanmar’s citizens as enemies; therefore, its coup has
failed. Lacking legitimacy, the regime in Myanmar today is a pariah. If murderer-in-chief Min
Aung Hlaing and his military are allowed to win, the Myanmar people will forever remain
slaves, subject to tyranny.

Dark days lie ahead for both Ukraine and Myanmar. The resistance in Ukraine has already
earned the admiration of the entire world, just as the efforts of Myanmar’s various
resistance forces, including groups engaged in armed rebellion, have surprised many at
home and abroad.

Knowing they would be fired upon, a group of Ukrainian soldiers guarding a military facility
on Snake Island in the Black Sea told a Russian warship to “go fuck yourself”. In Myanmar
last year, protesters, faced with rows of soldiers and tanks, exclaimed: “Fuck the coup!”

We cannot allow Min Aung Hlaing or Putin to succeed, or let one feel vindication in the
success of the other.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/from-the-archive/myanmars-min-aung-hlaing-russias-putin-
and-their-ilk-must-not-prevail-2.html
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