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Key ally of Myanmar junta leader oversaw executions: source

The regime left nothing to chance as it carried out the death penalty for the first time in
decades on Saturday

Myanmar Now | Published on Jul 26, 2022

A prison guard peers through the front gate of
Insein Prison (Myanmar Now)

One of the closest allies of Myanmar’s regime
leader was directly involved in carrying out the
executions of four dissidents inside Yangon’s
Insein Prison over the weekend, a source with
knowledge of the situation has revealed.
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Lt-Gen Soe Htut, the junta’s minister for home
affairs, personally supervised the hangings of Ko Jimmy, 53, Phyo Zayar Thaw, 41, Hla Myo
Aung, 41, and Aung Thura Zaw, 27, according to the source, who spoke on condition of
anonymity.

The former head of military intelligence is known to be a staunch loyalist of Senior-General
Min Aung Hlaing, who overthrew the country’s elected civilian government in February of
last year.

He was appointed to his current position a year before the coup, when he was chosen to
replace Lt-Gen Kyaw Swe, who was seen by the military as being on good terms with now-
ousted State Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi.

As home affairs minister, he heads the regime’s police force and corrections department. In
this capacity, he has also reportedly played a direct role in the decision to place Suu Kyi in
solitary confinement inside a detention centre in Naypyitaw.

Fears of unrest

Since announcing the executions on Monday, the junta has been tight-lipped about
disclosing any further details, refusing even to say when they were carried out.

According to Myanmar Now’s source, who initially reported the executions days before they
were announced, two of the prisoners, Ko Jimmy and Phyo Zeyar Thaw, were put to death
at around 4:15am on Saturday and cremated soon afterwards.

He added that security was heightened in Yangon during and after the executions in
anticipation of potential retaliation attacks by urban guerrilla groups.

However, apart from reports of gunshots being fired outside of Insein Prison on Monday,
and of pot-banging—a popular form of protest in the early days of the anti-coup
movement—resuming in several Yangon neighbourhoods, there were no major incidents of
unrest.
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Meanwhile, a source inside Insein Prison said that additional restrictions on the movements
of prisoners were imposed from Friday evening until Monday to prevent possible protests.

“Normally, prisoners queue up to receive their meals, but for the past few days, prison staff
distributed food to the prisoners in their cells,” the source said.

Despite such measures, however, there were reports on Monday that several inmates had
staged a protest and were beaten before being placed in solitary confinement.

No closure

At a press conference on Tuesday, the junta’s spokesperson, Gen Zaw Min Tun, cited
security concerns as a reason for prison officials’ refusal to release the bodies of the
executed prisoners to their families.

“The decision of whether to release the dead bodies rests with the judgement of the prison
officer. If it is deemed that the funeral proceedings can cause riots or instability, the prison
officer can arrange for cremation,” he said.

Phyo Zayar Thaw speaks at an anti-coup protest in
Yangon in March 2021 (Maung Sun)

But family members said the regime’s refusal to provide
even the most basic information has denied them any
possibility of achieving closure.

“As a Buddhist, | need to know when my son died so that
we can perform funeral rites. But the prison officials
would only tell me to assume that it was on Saturday or
Sunday, said Khin May Win, the 76-year-old mother of Phyo Zayar Thaw, a popular rap
singer who went on to become an elected lawmaker with Suu Kyi’s National League for
Democracy.

Khin Win May told Myanmar Now that she was also denied an opportunity to properly say
goodbye to her son, despite being allowed a brief visit on Friday that was conducted via
video from a building inside the prison compound.

She said that during their 20-minute conversation, both she and Phyo Zayar Thaw were in
good spirits, as they spoke to each other for the first time in months.

Before parting, she said, her son asked her for a few items from home—books, a dictionary,
and reading glasses—apparently oblivious of his fate.

“He didn’t seem to know, and neither did I. We both were so happy,” she said. “We thought
we would have another chance to meet, so we were very happy.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/key-ally-of-myanmar-junta-leader-oversaw-
executions-source
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‘I’'m proud of what he did’: Phyo Zayar Thaw’s wife speaks out
JULY 26, 2022 | By FRONTIER

| Thazin Nyunt Aung attends an anti-military
protest shortly after the coup with Phyo Zayar
Thaw. (Supplied)

On July 25, junta-controlled media announced
that four pro-democracy activists had been
executed, Myanmar’s first judicial executions in
decades. The victims included 41-year-old Ko
Phyo Zayar Thaw, a hip-hop pioneer turned
parliamentarian for the National League for Democracy. The executions stunned the nation,
plunging it into a state of rage and mourning. On the day the news broke, Frontier Myanmar
spoke to Phyo Zayar Thaw’s wife Ma Thazin Nyunt Aung about his death, his life and what
this means for the revolution.

Ko Phyo Zayar Thaw was a famous rapper who became a politician. Then after the coup he
became an activist and fought the army until he was sentenced to death. How do you feel
about his life story?

He was a brave leader. He walked the path he believed. He did what he believes. This is the
path he chose. That way is the right way. He was a brave young leader. That’s why I’'m proud
of what he did until the end.

Ko Phyo Zayar Thaw served in parliament from 2012-2021. Why didn’t he seek re-election
in the 2020 election?

He wanted to take a break from his parliamentary job because he wanted to do things for
his life. He aimed to re-enter the music industry. So, Ko Zayar Thaw didn’t compete, and the
party replaced him. They allowed him to rest. In his life, he had to balance music and
politics. If the coup had not happened, he would have gone back to his musical career.

After the coup, how did Ko Phyo Zayar Thaw respond?

We were together since the military coup until his arrest in November of last year. The
military coup was an injustice. Ko Zayar Thaw and | also protested peacefully. We
participated in the anti-military coup movement in Yangon. The public protested peacefully.
They were brutally shot down by the terrorist army. When we could no longer protest
peacefully, we chose to defend ourselves within our right to self-defense.

Did the right to self-defense include conducting guerrilla attacks in Yangon?

| don’t want to talk about that yet. All of the people who participated in the anti-military
movement have the right to defend themselves, not just us. The whole country does. The
public understands what we had to do.

You were with Ko Phyo Zayar Thaw on November 18 when he was arrested in Yangon. Can
you please tell us how it happened?
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Around May last year, the military issued an arrest warrant for Ko Zayar Thaw. On
November 18th, military troops entered and arrested us at the Yadana Rose house where
we live. A large army came into the housing area. | went downstairs to find out what was
going on. When | went down, military troops checked all the rooms in our building. And
then they arrested Ko Zayar Thaw violently like he was a bird or chicken.

After he was arrested, did he have the right to defend himself in court?

We did not have any contact with him. His family did not have contact since he was
arrested. No-one was allowed to contact or see him until July 18. Our lawyers also couldn’t
get in touch. In May, Ko Zayar Thaw was sentenced to death by military court. After that,
the news spread that he would actually be executed. Regarding the charges brought against
him by the military, he never had the opportunity to defend himself with lawyers in court.
We don’t know how the cases were investigated. Ko Zayar Thaw’s mother often went to
Insein Prison to ask where he was and what happened, but prison officers said he was not in
prison. Last Friday [July 22], they contacted Ko Zayar Thaw’s mother to come and see him.

When the family members went to see him on Friday, did prison authorities say it was a
final goodbye before his execution?

They didn’t say anything. Never. They said to his mother, you have a chance to meet him,
come and see him. So they went. Ko Zayar Thaw was a little thin. Ko Jimmy’s relatives also
came that day. And then they prepared to send parcels and letters to Ko Zayar Thaw today
[July 25] in accordance with prison procedures. From our side, we did everything according
to the rules and procedures. Authorities didn’t say anything about the execution.

Thazin Nyunt Aung participates in a protest
demanding the release of political prisoners.
(Supplied)

So how did you hear that the death sentence has
been carried out this morning?

Just today, his mother went to visit the prison. |
also heard the message that they had been killed.
The prison authorities said it was as it was
reported in the military’s newspaper. We said, if you killed him, please return the body. But
they will not return the body. They need to be transparent about how they killed him.
Please tell us if he was killed by soldiers or not? How did they judge the case?

That’s what we want to know now. His mother requested to receive the body. The prison
authorities said they do not have the right to give it. They did not give the body; they did not
show the evidence. Insein Prison refused to do as his family requested. According to the
news we heard, there were many military vehicles in front of the prison last night. The
whole city was cut off from electricity. So we think, what happened last night? His mother
went and asked for information. But they responded that it was the same as in the
newspaper. What that means is that they have been killed. | am very upset and sad.
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How did you feel when you heard about the execution?

I am very sad and in pain. | don’t even want to feel better. | am very hurt. The officer said
simply that he is not here anymore. That’s murder. They are committing open murder. The
military has been killing people in Myanmar since the military coup. But they always denied
these crimes. Now, they killed publicly. They show now that they kill people, and they don’t
care who. If they want to kill, they can kill. They don’t care about our human rights. This
incident is the very worst. According to the prison manual, if a death sentence is imposed,
the body must be returned. He must be buried in the municipal cemetery. Now, they do
nothing. They did whatever they wanted to do. This issue has become the worst human
rights violation. Regarding this issue, | want the international community — ASEAN and the
whole world — to put pressure on the military. It’s not just the people in the country. All
Burmese people all over the world have been subjected to human rights violations. This is
the action of a terrorist army.

Myanmar has not used the death penalty for decades. Now the junta has brought it back
to use against politicians and activists. What do you think of this?

As long as the military rules, these death sentences will happen again. Those who have been
killed are our respected leaders. Ko Hla Myo Aung and Ko Aung Thura Zaw, who were
sentenced to death with Ko Zayar Thaw and Ko Jimmy, are heroes who came from the
people. This is absolutely the most inhumane act. If they impose a death sentence on our
people, we want to see the judgment in front of our eyes. They can’t do it silently like that.
These are the leaders who were trying to defend democracy and human rights. The world is
responsible for the military’s killing of our young leaders.

Now, what are you doing about Phyo Zayar Thaw being sentenced to death?

Since this Spring Revolution, both of us have worked, both mentally and physically. Our
close comrades did as much as they could for the downfall of the military dictatorship in our
country. Now he is not here. But | will continue the revolution. The army is brutal. They
must pay for their brutal act. They have to pay for the truth.

What did Ko Zayar Thaw expect from the Spring Revolution?

We can see from his speech on social media. We must win this revolution. He didn’t even
say that we had to win. He said we already won. Because if we go in with the mindset of
having won, we will be successful. This is what he said when he was allowed to speak during
a protest.

What will happen if the Spring Revolution does not succeed?

| don’t want to hear any question about what if the Spring Revolution fails. We will succeed.
Because we can’t go back. All of us have given up our normal lives to fight the military. Lives
are not given up for free. This revolution will succeed, but if the people are not united it will
take time.
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Since the beginning of this Spring Revolution, the international community has been
calling for negotiations between the military and resistance groups. After these
executions, is there any possibility of engagement?

We are not engaged with anyone. We will not negotiate with the military. This terrorist
army cannot continue to exist in our country. We cannot live with this terrorist army. If
people who are fighting for democracy are condemned like this, then the fire will burn. |
believe we will reach our goals faster because of this action.

Is there anything else you would like to add?

The military has reached the bottom of doing what it shouldn’t do. If they continue to rule
the country, there will be many such executions in the future. We don’t accept these
judgements. The whole country doesn’t accept this judgment. We wanted to see justice
done. In this regard, | will revolt against the army until the end.

https://www.frontiermyanmar.net/en/im-proud-of-what-he-did-phyo-zayar-thaws-wife-

speaks-out/

Myanmar Military’s Long History of Executing its Enemies
By BERTIL LINTNER | 26 July 2022

The hangings of National League for Democracy (NLD) lawmaker Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw, pro-
democracy veteran Kyaw Min Yu, widely known as ‘Ko Jimmy’, Ko Hla Myo Aung and Ko
Aung Thura Zaw have caused outrage around the world, and clearly show that it is a folly to
believe that any kind of dialogue with the thugs in power in Naypyitaw is possible or would
be the way forward.

The Association of Southeast East Asian Nations (ASEAN) who, along with others, has
promoted that kind of engagement with the junta has a lot to answer for. After a visit to
Myanmar earlier this month, ASEAN special envoy and Cambodia’s Foreign Minister Prak
Sokhonn acknowledged the lack of progress, but went on to urge all concerned parties to
show “patience in peace-building and openness...in working toward elections there.” But
that statement should come as no surprise, because Prak Sokhonn represents a government
that has also manipulated elections and crushed opposition to its rule.

It should also be remembered in this context that extrajudicial executions have been
occurring for decades in Myanmar, especially in ethnic minority areas where the Myanmar
military conducts its operations with impunity. Furthermore, many political dissidents have
died after being tortured in Myanmar’s prisons, but death sentences resulting in hangings
are rare.

The last time it is known to have happened was on April 6, 1985 when Zin Mo, a North
Korean agent, was executed at Yangon’s Insein Prison. On October 9, 1983, he and two
other North Koreans had placed a bomb in a monument in Yangon dedicated to Myanmar’s
1947 martyrs. It was intended for visiting South Korea President Chun Doo-hwan, who had
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planned to lay a wreath at the site. But the bomb detonated early, sparing its target,
although 21 other people lost their lives, 17 of them visiting South Koreans, including
Foreign Minister Lee Beom-seok. One of the bombers, Kim Chi O, was shot during the chase
for the culprits and died from his injuries shortly after his arrest. The life of the third
bomber, Kang Min Chul, was spared because he cooperated with the prosecution. He died
from liver cancer at Insein on May 18, 2008.

Ko Jimmy (Far Left), Ko
Phyo Zeya Thaw (Second
from Left), Ko Hla Myo
Aung (Third from Left)
and Ko Aung Thura Zaw
(Far Right)

In the mid-1970s, two
dissidents were hanged
at Insein. One of them
was Salai Tin Maung Oo, an ethnic Chin pro-democracy activist, who was executed on June
26, 1976. He had gone underground after taking part in protests that erupted after the body
of former United Nations Secretary-General U Thant had been returned to Burma from New
York in December 1974. U Thant, a vocal critic of the then military dictator, General Ne Win,
had died the previous month.

Following the crackdown on the protesters, Salai Tin Maung Oo was one of many activists
who fled to the Thai border. There, he joined an underground resistance group. He returned
secretly to Yangon in late March 1976 to take part in anti-government demonstrations to
commemorate the 100" anniversary of the birth of Thakin Kodaw Hmaing, the father of the
independence movement that emerged in the 1930s and included personalities like Daw
Aung San Suu Kyi’s father Aung San. Salai Tin Maung Oo was arrested on March 22, a day
before the planned demonstrations, allegedly with a pistol in his possession. He was
sentenced to death and hanged three months later. His last words before his executions
are reported to have been: “l will never kneel down to your military boots.”

A year later, another execution was carried out at Insein, this time of a different kind of
dissident. The suppression of the student-led movement for democracy combined with the
failure of General Ne Win’s so-called “Burmese Way to Socialism”, which had ruined the
economy, caused a rift within the junta’s leadership. A bright young captain called Ohn
Kyaw Myint began plotting against Ne Win’s dictatorship. Ohn Kyaw Myint was a Yangon
University graduate and had then completed Officer Training School, Batch 29, with the best
cadet award. He went onto become the personal assistant to the then army chief, General
Kyaw Htin. Ohn Kyaw Myint, though, saw what direction the nation was heading in
politically as well as economically, and he and his comrades came to the realization that
there was no other solution to Myanmar’s problems than to overthrow the Ne Win regime.

But when it became clear that Ne Win’s secret police, euphemistically called the ‘Military
Intelligence Service’ (MIS), had become aware of the plot, Ohn Kyaw Myint went to the
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residence of the US ambassador in Yangon on July 2, 1976, told him about the abortive coup
attempt and asked for political asylum. The young officer was turned away and arrested
shortly afterwards.

The aftermath of the 1983 bombing of the
Martyrs’ Mausoleum in Yangon by North Korean
agents.

Government media made no mention of the
attempted coup until July 20, when the Burma
Broadcasting Service issued a bulletin stating that
. eleven captains and three majors had been
arrested for plotting to assassinate Ne Win, his close companion General San Yu and other
state leaders. Also arrested were two colonels who were charged with dereliction of duty.
Several of those arrested were graduates of the Defense Services Academy (DSA) in
Maymyo, now Pyin Oo Lwin, which shows the possible extent of the plot. Win Htein, an
officer who had graduated top of his class in 1963 from the fifth intake of the DSA, was
among those dismissed.

Their trial began in September and, to the surprise of many, former army chief General Tin
Oo appeared in the prisoners’ dock. He was charged with having prior knowledge of the
coup attempt but failing to inform the military authorities. On 11 January 1977, he was
sentenced to seven years of hard labor and imprisonment according to the Crime Against
the State and High Treasons Act. The actual reason for his arrest and punishment is believed
to have been that those who demonstrated in March 1976 had shouted “Long live General
Tin Oo!”

Tin Oo was released during a general amnesty in 1980 and, after the 1988 pro-democracy
uprising, became a leader of the NLD. Win Htein also joined the pro-democracy movement,
spending 20 years in jail altogether under former dictator Senior General Than Shwe for his
political activities. He was released from prison for the third time in 2010 and was elected as
an NLD MP in the April 2012 by-elections. Win Htein was arrested again after last year’s
coup and, on October 29, sentenced to 20 years in prison for criticizing the military
takeover.

Two days before the arrest of Ohn Kyaw Myint was announced, a prominent army veteran
had left Yangon, possibly to evade being apprehended: ex-Brigadier-General Kyaw Zaw, one
of the legendary Thirty Comrades and the hero of the anti-Kuomintang campaigns in the
mid-1950s. He had been dismissed in April 1957, allegedly for having contacts with the
outlawed Communist Party of Burma (CPB). The actual reason could have been that Ne Win,
who was then plotting to take over power, which he eventually did in a 1962 coup, saw
Kyaw Zaw as a rival who had to be dealt with. Kyaw Zaw was definitely more popular than
the playboy general Ne Win. On July 18, 1976, Kyaw Zaw traveled with his family across the
border with China near Namkham in northern Shan State.

About a month later, Kyaw Zaw’s voice was heard on the CPB’s clandestine radio station,
denouncing the Ne Win regime. This time, he had joined the CPB. The timing of Kyaw Zaw’s
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disappearance was hardly a coincidence, although no evidence was ever produced to link
him — or Tin Oo — to the plot, but some of the arrested officers are reported to have
mentioned those two as their preferences for state leaders instead of the universally
despised Ne Win. Kyaw Zaw fled to China after the 1989 mutiny among the hill tribe rank-
and-file of the CPB and died in Kunming on October 10, 2012 at the age of 92.

Ohn Kyaw Myint was found guilty of high treason and hanged on July 27, 1977. His coup
attempt, and the number of officers who took part in it or may have been sympathetic to
the plot, must have shaken Ne Win, who expected everyone in the armed forces to be loyal
to him. More than 200 officers were taken in for questioning in the aftermath of the coup
attempt, while over 50,000 members of the then ruling Burma Socialist Program Party were
dismissed. Army officers in the field were shifted around and many of the professionals
were transferred or forced to retire. Other less competent, but loyal, officers were
promoted, among them General Saw Maung, junta leader from 1988 to 1992, and his
successor, Than Shwe.

After the 1976-77 purges, Myanmar’s armed forces were also streamlined to the extent that
if became impossible to distinguish interest groups among them, let alone factions or
possible rivals to the top leaders. Challenging authority became out of the question. Ne Win
also strengthened the MIS, whose duty was to track down and identity possible dissidents
among the population at large but, more importantly, within the armed forces. And that is
where we are today: a military that is not a professional force but works and functions in a
way that can best be described as feudal and deeply rooted in traditional authoritarian
values where the king was God. The supreme ruler demands and rewards loyalty and
disowns and punishes those who dare to be different.

But can there, despite everything, be another Ohn Kyaw Myint? Only time will tell, but the
most recent executions must have alarmed at least some army officers. After all, they knew
even before the hangings that they were hated by the general public. Now they are
despised even more.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/guest-column/myanmar-militarys-long-history-of-
executing-its-enemies.html

Unrest in Myanmar prisons amid protests of activist executions

Protests at three prisons turned violent when guards tried to shut them down.
By RFA Burmese | 2022.07.26

UPDATED 8.28 P.M. EDT on 2022-7-26

Inmate protests of the junta's decision to execute four democracy activists turned violent
in three of Myanmar's prisons on Monday, disrupting a trial in one facility and prompting
guards to discharge their weapons in another, according to sources with knowledge of
the country's penitentiary system.
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Prison officials prepare for the release of prisoners
outside of the Insein prison in Yangon on Feb. 12, 2022.
AFP

Tun Kyi, a spokesman for Myanmar's Former Political
Prisoners Association, told RFA Burmese that the
unrest occurred in Yangon's Insein Prison, Mandalay’s
Oboh Prison, and Bago region's Pyay Prison following
an off|C|aI announcement of the executions of veteran democracy leader Ko Jimmy,
former National League for Democracy (NLD) lawmaker Phyo Zeya Thaw and activists Hla
Myo Aung and Aung Thura Zaw. While no information was provided about the date and
method of the killings, it is believed the men were all hanged on Saturday in Insein
Prison.

"The riot in Insein Prison was the most violent," he said, adding that the incident had
involved "a problem among the prison staff."

"There was also a protest in Mandalay’s Oboh that resulted in some shootings. It also
happened in Pyay."

Tun Kyi said a political prisoner from Insein Prison had "escaped" while being brought to
court on July 18, leading to "action taken against the guards," adding that reports
suggested "officials have been ordered not to leave the prison compound."

He was unable to provide further details about the incidents of unrest at the three
prisons on Monday.

Tun Kyi said he expects similar unrest to occur throughout the country in response to the
executions, the announcement of which prompted widespread condemnation.

"These incidents will happen. In prisons as well as outside. They will also be more
intense," he predicted. "The junta has declared war on the people."

A source in Pyay township with knowledge of the situation at the prison told RFA on
condition of anonymity that inmates rioted when guards attempted to shut down their
protest of the executions, causing authorities to suspend the proceedings of a trial being
held in the compound.

It was not immediately clear who was responsible for the shootings or whether anyone
was injured in the incident or the unrest at the other two prisons.

RFA was not able to independently verify the reports of the prison unrest and calls to the
Yangon Prison Department went unanswered on Tuesday.

Mandalay arrests

The incidents of prison unrest came amid reports that junta forces conducted stop-and-
search operations in Mandalay on Monday, carrying out house-to-house checks and
arresting around 20 young people following the announcement of the weekend's
executions.
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The searches were carried out by fully-armed members of the military, checking identity
cards, an official of the Urban Strike Movement Group told RFA on condition of
anonymity.

Another Mandalay resident told RFA the soldiers were mainly targeting young people,
checking their mobile phones for social media posts of a black logo mourning the four
executed activists and a red logo supporting revolution against the military's Feb. 1, 2021
coup.

“The entire city was searched day in and out,” a Mandalay resident told RFA. “Pyi Gyi
Dagon township was searched in the night. Cell phones were searched. People didn’t
dare come out if they had the red and black logos on their social media profiles. Young
people were arrested on suspicion by the regime forces. Now, no matter where people
live, life is insecure.”

Mandalay-based militia the Freeland Attack Force claimed responsibility for laying mines
in a military compound near Amarapura township on Monday. The group said the attack
was in retaliation for the weekend executions.

It is still not clear whether the military raids and arrests were connected with the attack.
RFA is still investigating the ages and names of the arrested youths.

Calls by RFA to junta Deputy Information Minister Maj. Gen. Zaw Min Tun went
unanswered on Tuesday.

Translated by Khin Maung Nyane. Written in English by Joshua Lipes.
Updated to include reports of unrest amid prison protests of the weekend's executions.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/prison unrest-07262022202816.html

Myanmar Civilian Govt Vows Junta Will Face Justice for Activist Hangings
By THE IRRAWADDY 26 July 2022

Myanmar’s civilian National Unity Government (NUG) says the junta’s hanging of the four
pro-democracy activists is unacceptable and that those responsible will face justice.

“For this atrocious act of brutality, the NUG pledges to take a systematic approach to any
legal and political routes available, be it national, international and military, to get legal
retribution for the unlawful deaths and punish those responsible,” the NUG stated on
Monday night.

The parallel government, which is leading efforts to topple the junta, said the cold-blooded
executions are further proof that the junta is completely unwilling to find a peaceful
solution.

“This is solid evidence that the terrorist military is not prepared to solve our country’s
difficulties and has no intentions of doing so peacefully,” the NUG said.
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It asked international organizations and other countries to assist resistance forces and help
end people’s suffering.

The NUG held an emergency meeting on Tuesday morning to boost the revolution.

The NUG’s acting president Duwa Lashi La, prime minister Mahn Win Khaing Than and their
ministers discussed the crisis, bearing in mind the peril faced by detainees, the NUG said.

“They agreed to escalate the revolution through different means and ensure the terrorist
military leader Min Aung Hlaing and his fellows, who torture and kill people and execute
revolutionary leaders in cold blood, face punishment,” it added.

Since the regime announced on Monday that it had hanged veteran democracy activist Ko

Jimmy, former National League for Democracy lawmaker Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw and activists

Ko Aung Thura Zaw and Ko Hla Myo Aung, condemnation has been expressed domestically
and internationally.

It was the first time in four decades that political prisoners have been executed in Myanmar.

A junta spokesman told a press conference on Tuesday that the executions were lawful and
the activists each deserved several death penalties.

Formed as a parallel government on April 16 last year, largely by elected NLD lawmakers
and their ethnic minority allies, the NUG has enjoyed support at home and abroad. A
majority of Myanmar’s people see it as their legitimate government, while the regime has
branded it a terrorist organization.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-civilian-govt-vows-junta-will-face-

justice-for-activist-hangings.html

In rare rebuke, ASEAN scorches Myanmar for ‘highly reprehensible’ executions

Malaysia slams junta for making a mockery of regional bloc’s five-point consensus to restore
democracy in Myanmar.

By Muzliza Mustafa, Alvin Prasetyo, Subel Rai Bhandari, and Nontarat Phaicharoen for
BenarNews. | 2022.07.26

UPDATED 5.10 P.M. EDT on 2022-7-26

Burmese nationals chant slogans against their country’s junta
during a rally outside the Myanmar Embassy in Bangkok to
protest Naypyidaw’s execution of veteran democracy activist Ko
Jimmy and three other political dissidents, July 26, 2022. Subel
Rai Bhandari/BenarNews

ASEAN on Tuesday issued its harshest criticism of the Burmese junta yet, calling
Myanmar’s execution of four political prisoners “highly reprehensible” and saying it
displayed “a gross lack of will” to return the member-state to normalcy.
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Malaysia, an outspoken member of the Southeast Asian bloc, separately called their
killings a “crime against humanity.” The top Malaysian diplomat said “no Myanmar
military regime representative” should be allowed at any meeting of the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations, including the next ASEAN foreign ministers’ gathering,
scheduled for Aug. 3.

This was a rare rebuke of one of the members of the 55-year-old bloc, which operates
mostly on consensus, as ASEAN and member-state governments joined a global chorus of
condemnation over the executions of the four by the junta. Its forces have also killed
more than 2,000 people since the generals seized power by toppling an elected
government last year.

The executions have caused ASEAN to distrust Myanmar, said Indonesia — next year’s
chair of the 10-nation bloc — with Indonesian human rights representative Yuyun
Wahyuningrum wondering whether the renegade member’s standing in the regional bloc
was now shaky.

Cambodia, the 2022 holder of the ASEAN chair, said it was “strongly disappointed” that
the executions took place despite appeals from Cambodian leader Hun Sen. The first
judicial executions in Myanmar since 1976 came despite a direct appeal on June 11 by
Hun Sen to Senior Gen. Min Aung Hlaing, the junta leader.

"While the complexity of the crisis is well recognized and the extreme bellicose mood can
be felt from all corners of Myanmar, ASEAN as a whole has called for utmost restraint,
patience and efforts to avoid escalating the situation," Cambodia said in a statement as
ASEAN chair.

"The implementation of the death sentences, just a week before the 55th ASEAN
Ministerial Meeting is highly reprehensible as it created a setback to and present[s] a
gross lack of will to support the efforts, particularly by the ASEAN Chair, in expediting
progress on the implementation of the Five-Point Consensus (5PC), namely in building
trust and confidence to engender a dialogue among all parties concerned, in order to end
violence and alleviate the suffering of the innocent people."

The statement reiterated ASEAN's commitment to the 5PC and urged the junta to "take
concrete actions" to implement it.

The junta has reneged on a five-point consensus it agreed to with ASEAN in April 2021 to
put the country back on the path to democracy. The consensus called for an end to
violence; constructive dialogue among all parties; the mediation of such talks by a special
ASEAN envoy; the provision of ASEAN-coordinated humanitarian assistance and a visit to
Myanmar by an ASEAN delegation to meet with all parties.

The Burmese junta put to death veteran democracy activist Ko Jimmy (whose real name
is Kyaw Min Yu), former National League for Democracy lawmaker Phyo Zeya Thaw, as
well as activists Hla Myo Aung and Aung Thura Zaw, likely on Saturday, but announced
their executions at the gallows on Monday.
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A military court had convicted them over “terrorist” acts and they lost appeals against
their death sentences. The junta had also rejected the possibility of a pardon for the
condemned men.

It seems that the Myanmar junta “is making a mockery of the five-point consensus,”
Malaysian Foreign Minister Saifuddin Abdullah said during a joint press conference with
Noeleen Heyzer, United Nations special envoy on Myanmar, after they met in Kuala
Lumpur on Tuesday.

“I believe the foreign ministers when we meet in Phnom Penh on Aug.3 will look into
this,” he told reporters.

“Myanmar should not be invited to send political representation to all ministerial level
meetings. This is to show that we are very serious on the issue of political representation.

Malaysian Foreign Minister Saifuddin Abdullah
(right) and the U.N. Secretary-General's Special
Envoy on Myanmar, Noeleen Heyzer, attend a
press conference at Parliament House in Kuala
Lumpur, July 26, 2022. Credit: Handout photo
from Malaysia's Department of Information via
AP Photo

‘A direct rebuke’ of ASEAN

Indonesia, too, indicated that the Southeast Asian bloc could no longer carry on with
business as usual.

“With these executions, ASEAN is increasingly distrusting Myanmar. Does Myanmar have
good intentions to implement the consensus?” Yuyun Wahyuningrum, representative of
Indonesia to the ASEAN Intergovernmental Commission on Human Rights, told
BenarNews, an RFA-affiliated news service.

“Will there be more serious implications in ASEAN for Myanmar or not?”

During a press briefing in Washington on Monday, Ned Price, spokesman for the U.S.
State Department, which had pressed ASEAN to take action the Burmese regime,
characterized the executions as a “direct rebuke” of appeals made by regional bloc and
others.

Elsewhere, a Cambodian academic concurred with Washington’s views.

“The execution of the four Burmese political prisoners reflects that the junta government
does not respect ... and give value to Cambodia’s ASEAN chair, who has urged them not
to execute political prisoners,” Van Bunna, a research fellow at the Cambodian Center for
Cooperation and Peace, told Radio Free Asia (RFA), an online news service affiliated with
BenarNews.
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“It also reflects that the junta government does not care about the ASEAN’s 5-point
consensus. The execution sentence also proves that the junta government does not care
what the international community says about them,” Van Bunna added.

Meanwhile in Thailand, some 500 young Thai and Burmese protestors rallied outside the
Myanmar Embassy in Bangkok to vent their anger over the executions. They waved
Myanmar flags and banners, and chanted slogans against Senior Gen. Min Aung Hlaing.

One of the protesters, Saw Kyaw Aie Paing, 19, had fled Myanmar with her mother after
the coup in February 2021.

She said she wanted the world community to stand with the people of Myanmar and give
them humanitarian aid. She also urged the Thai government not to deal with the
Burmese junta.

In a statement about the executions, the Thai government, via its foreign ministry, said it
was “profoundly concerned about such and other developments that could foreclose all
efforts towards achieving peace.”

“We regret so deeply the loss of four lives which aggravates the vexing problems of
Myanmar. Use of force, cruelty and violence could never settle political differences,”
Tanee Sangrat, spokesman for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, said in the statement on
Tuesday.

“The use of force, cruelty and violence could never settle political differences. We call
upon all parties to the conflict to seek, with all their might, a durable political resolution
so no more lives would be wasted, and the people of Myanmar’s rights to live in peace
are respected.”

BenarNews is an RFA-affiliated news service.
Updated to include additional quotes from Tuesday's ASEAN statement.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/rebuke-07262022150212.html

UN rights chief decries Myanmar junta's 'cruel’ executions
By AFP |

r N\ B8 United Nations High Commissioner for Human

N

‘?\\\ﬁ@“ Rights Michelle Bachelet. Photo: EPA

The UN human rights chief on Monday condemned
the execution of four prisoners, including a former
lawmaker from Aung San Suu Kyi's party and a
prominent activist, as "cruel and regressive".

"I am dismayed that despite appeals from across the
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world, the military conducted these executions with no regard for human rights," UN High
Commissioner for Human Rights Michelle Bachelet said in a statement.

"This cruel and regressive step is an extension of the military's ongoing repressive campaign
against its own people".

The four were executed for leading "brutal and inhumane terror acts", the Global New Light
of Myanmar newspaper said, without saying when or how the men were killed.

The executions marked the country's first use of capital punishment in decades and sparked
fears that more death sentences will be carried out.

The junta has sentenced dozens of anti-coup activists to death as part of its crackdown on
dissent after seizing power last year.

Bachelet strongly condemned the fact that Myanmar had gone ahead with the executions
despite repeated calls from the UN and the wider international community to refrain from
doing so.

The executions, she said, "are cruel violations of the rights to life, liberty and security of a
person, and fair trial guarantees".

She called for the "immediate release" of all political prisoners and urged Myanmar to
"reinstate its de-facto moratorium on the use of the death penalty, as a step towards
eventual abolition".

According to the UN, 117 people, including two children, have been sentenced to death
since the February 2021 coup. Of those, 41 were sentenced in absentia.

Over 11,500 people remain in detention for opposing the coup, Monday's UN statement
said.

"Most concerningly, over 30 percent of over 2,100 people killed since February 2021 have
died in military custody — most as a result of ill-treatment," Bachelet said.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/un-rights-chief-decries-myanmar-juntas-cruel-executions

Blinken slams 'reprehensible' Myanmar executions

By AFP |

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken. Photo: EPA

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken on Monday
denounced the Myanmar junta's executions of four
prisoners as "reprehensible" and voiced confidence
the killings would not hinder the movement for
democracy.

"These reprehensible acts of violence further
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exemplify the regime's complete disregard for human rights and the rule of law," Blinken
said in a statement on the executions of a former lawmaker, prominent activist and two
others.

"The regime's sham trials and these executions are blatant attempts to extinguish
democracy; these actions will never suppress the spirit of the brave people of Burma,"
Blinken said, using Myanmar's former name.

"The United States joins the people of Burma in their pursuit of freedom and democracy and
calls on the regime to respect the democratic aspirations of the people who have shown
they do not want to live one more day under the tyranny of military rule."

The United States has unleashed a series of sanctions since Myanmar's military toppled the
civilian leadership of Aung San Suu Kyi in February last year, slamming the door on a decade
of US-nurtured efforts toward democracy.

Blinken earlier this month met activists from Myanmar in Bangkok and acknowledged that
there has been little progress but vowed that the United States would keep up pressure.

State Department spokesman Ned Price told reporters that the United States was discussing
new measures and that "all options are on the table" for additional economic pressure.

He called for all nations to unite on Myanmar, saying that the junta's executions were a
"direct rebuke" to the Association of Southeast Asian Nations and its current chair
Cambodia.

"Arguably no country has the potential to influence the trajectory of Burma's next steps
more so than the PRC," Price said of the People's Republic of China.

"There can be no business as usual with this regime. We urge all countries to ban the sale of
military equipment to Burma (and) to refrain from lending the regime any degree of
international credibility," Price said.

Senator Bob Menendez, chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, urged
President Joe Biden's administration to impose sanctions on Myanmar's state-owned oil and
gas company, a measure taken earlier by the European Union.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/blinken-slams-reprehensible-myanmar-executions

World Condemns Junta’s Executions of Myanmar Democracy Activists
By THE IRRAWADDY | 26 July 2022

The Myanmar regime’s executions of four democracy activists over the weekend has
attracted a torrent of condemnation worldwide, highlighting the deteriorating human rights
situation in the Southeast Asian country devastated by last year’s coup by the Myanmar
military.
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The military regime executed former National League for Democracy lawmaker Ko Phyo
Zeya Thaw, veteran democracy activist Ko Jimmy, Ko Hla Myo Aung and Ko Aung Thura Zaw
at Yangon’s Insein Prison, after accusing them of masterminding armed resistance against
the regime and being involved in anti-junta activities.

Junta-controlled media reported the hangings on Monday. Relatives of the victims insisted
that they were not informed that the executions would be taking place. Furthermore, the
bodies of the victims were not released to the families for funerals.

Following the regime’s announcement about the executions, condemnation of the junta has
poured in from around the world.

United Nations (UN) Secretary-General Anténio Guterres strongly condemned the hangings,
saying that they “mark a further deterioration of the already dire human rights environment
in Myanmar.”

United States (US) Secretary of State Antony J. Blinken said that the US condemns in the
strongest terms the regime’s executions of pro-democracy activists, adding that the
regime’s sham trials and the hangings were blatant attempts to extinguish democracy in
Myanmar.

“These reprehensible acts of violence further exemplify the regime’s complete disregard for
human rights and the rule of law,” he said.

The High Representative for Foreign Affairs for the European Union and the foreign
ministers of Australia, Canada, Japan, New Zealand, Norway, Republic of Korea, the United
Kingdom and the United States issued a joint statement condemning the executions, and
urged the regime to seek peace through dialogue and not through further violence.

In the joint statement the foreign ministers said: “The Myanmar military regime’s
executions of pro-democracy and opposition leaders are reprehensible acts of violence that
further exemplify the regime’s disregard for human rights and the rule of law.”

The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), a ten member bloc that includes
Myanmar, said that it was “extremely troubled” by the executions as it has been trying to
mediate peace in the country since last year.

ASEAN has proposed a peace plan, known as the Five-Point Consensus, for Myanmar that
includes an immediate cessation of violence, but the junta has failed to honor the
agreement.

Much to the ASEAN’s embarrassment, Hun Sen, the Prime Minister of Cambodia and the
bloc’s current chair, personally asked coup leader Senior General Min Aung Hlaing to refrain
from carrying out the death sentences handed to the four men.

Cambodia said on Monday in a statement issued by ASEAN that the implementation of the
death sentences was “highly reprehensible”, as it created a setback to and presented a
gross lack of will to support the effort, particularly by the ASEAN chair, in expediting
progress on the implementation of the Five-Point Consensus.
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Despite its failure to coax the regime into implementing the peace plan, Hun Sen said that
ASEAN remained committed to the principles of the ASEAN Charter and the mandate of the
Five-Point Consensus, while urging the regime to implement the Consensus.

Activists and right groups have long condemned ASEAN for sticking to the peace plan
despite the lack of progress on it.

With the UN and ASEAN having made little headway on solving the Myanmar crisis, a group
of former UN experts said that the UN and ASEAN must stop shamefully failing the
Myanmar people and finally take concerted action against the junta as the executions were
“further abhorrent acts of terror by a military junta desperately trying to ensure its own
survival.”

Although the Myanmar crisis was brought to the UN last year, the UN Security Council is yet
to even table a single resolution on the country, partly because of resistance from the
regime’s allies China and Russia.

The Special Advisory Council for Myanmar’s (SAC-M) Marzuki Darusman said that the junta
acted with total barbarism and that the executions were intended entirely to drive fear into
the hearts of anyone opposing the regime.

“That is an act of terror by any UN definition,” he said.

Another SAC-M member Yanghee Lee said that it was long past time for a new approach to
the Myanmar crisis.

“Min Aung Hlaing and his illegal barbaric junta are not people that can be reasoned with.
The UN and ASEAN must exert as much pressure on the junta as possible to bring this crisis
to an end,” she said.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/world-condemns-juntas-executions-of-
myanmar-democracy-activists.html

Japan, US, others condemn Myanmar executions in joint statement
PUBLISHED 26 JULY 2022
(Kyodo News)

Japan, the United States and other nations condemned Myanmar in a joint statement
released Tuesday in Tokyo after the military government announced the executions of four
people, including two pro-democracy activists.

The ruling military, which took power in Myanmar in a February 2021 military takeover, said
Monday it executed Phyo Zeyar Thaw, a former National League for Democracy lawmaker,
Kyaw Min Yu, a prominent pro-democracy activist widely known as Jimmy, and two other
accused murderers.
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"The Myanmar military regime's executions of pro-democracy and opposition leaders are
reprehensible acts of violence that further exemplify the regime's disregard for human
rights and the rule of law," said the statement by foreign ministers of the countries and the
high representative of the European Union.

"We urge the regime to release all those unjustly detained, grant full and independent
access to prisons," it said, while also calling on the regime to "end the use of violence,
respect the will of the people, and restore the country's path toward democracy."

The statement was released with Australia, Canada, New Zealand, Norway, South Korea and
Britain.

The nation's military tribunals sentenced the two pro-democracy activists to death in
January for involvement in "terror acts" that included murder. The other two were
reportedly implicated in the killing of a woman who was an alleged military informant.

There had been no executions of political prisoners in Myanmar since 1976 and the most
recent instance of capital punishment occurred in 1990, according to local media.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/japan-us-others-condemn-myanmar-executions-in-joint-
statement

U.S. says there can be no more 'business as usual' with Myanmar's ruling military; UN
rights expert call for additional sanctions

PUBLISHED 26 JULY 2022 | THE STAR / ANN

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - The U.S. State Department
on Monday said there can be no "business as usual"
with Myanmar's ruling military following its
execution of four democracy activists, adding that it
was considering further measures to punish the
military government.

A United Nations human rights expert on Monday
also called on countries to take steps against
Myanmar's ruling military through economic sanctions and an arms embargo following the
execution of four democracy activists.

Myanmar's ruling military announced on Monday it had executed four democracy activists
accused of aiding "terror acts", sparking widespread condemnation of the country's first
executions in decades.

Speaking at a regular press briefing, State Department spokesperson Ned Price also called
on countries to ban sales of military equipment to Myanmar as well as the ASEAN grouping
to maintain precedent of barring military representatives from regional meetings.
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Asked in an interview what should be done in response, U.N. Special Rapporteur on human
rights in Myanmar Tom Andrews also said: "There are a number of options and what we
need to see is the international community start to seize them."

"The first option, the best option, is for the U.N. Security Council to convene to pass a strong
resolution of not only condemnation, but clear strategic action, sanctions, economic
sanctions and arms embargo" and refer the case to the International Criminal Court, he
added in the same interview from Washington.

He called for more support for the humanitarian response, which was just 10% funded, and
more coordinated engagement with the shadow government in Myanmar the National
Unity Government (NUG), which is leading efforts to undermine the ruling military.

Officials at Myanmar's embassy in Washington and its diplomatic mission in Geneva did not
immediately respond to requests for comment on Andrews' remarks.

The ruling military has previously defended the death sentences as justified and used in
many countries.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/us-says-there-can-be-no-more-business-as-usual-with-
myanmars-ruling-military-un-rights-expert

Myanmar military government says executions were 'justice for the people’

PUBLISHED 26 JULY 2022 | STRAITS TIMES FOR ANN

] NAYPYIDAW (REUTERS) - Myanmar's ruling
military on Tuesday (July 26) defended its
execution of four activists, which it said was
lawful and carried out in the name of justice
for the people, brushing off a deluge of
international condemnation including from
its closest neighbours.

=

The military, which seized power in a takeover last year, announced on Monday it had
executed the activists for aiding “terror acts” by a civilian resistance movement, Myanmar’s
first executions in decades.

SAC spokesperson Zaw Min Tun said the men were given due process and insisted those
executed were not democracy activists, but killers deserving of their punishment.

“This was justice for the people. These criminals were given the chance to defend
themselves,” he told a regular televised news briefing.

“l knew it would raise criticism but it was done for justice. It was not personal.”

News of the executions triggered international outrage, with the United States, Britain,
Australia, the European Union and United Nations leading a chorus of condemnation
accusing the ruling military of cruelty.
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Myanmar’s South-east Asian neighbours issued a rare, stinging rebuke of the military on
Tuesday, calling the executions “highly reprehensible” and destructive to regional efforts to
de-escalate the crisis.

The 10-member Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean) in a statement from chair
Cambodia said it was “extremely troubled and deeply saddened by the executions”, as well
as by their timing.

“The implementation of the death sentences just a week before the 55th Asean ministerial
meeting is highly reprehensible,” it said, adding it showed the ruling military’s “gross lack of
will” to support Asean’s UN-backed peace plan.

It was unclear how the executions were carried out and when they took place. Family
members of the condemned prisoners said on Monday that they had not been informed of
the executions beforehand, and had not been allowed to retrieve the bodies.

Junta spokesperson Zaw Min Tun said the return of the bodies was up to the prison chief.
‘Crime against humanity’

The executed men were among more than 100 people whom activists say have been
sentenced to death in secretive trials by military-run courts since the military takeover.

Malaysia’s Foreign Minister Saifuddin Abdullah said on Tuesday that his country viewed the
executions as a crime against humanity.

He also accused the ruling military of making a mockery of the Asean peace plan and said it
should be barred from sending political representatives to any international ministerial level
meetings.

“We hope we have seen the last of the executions,” he said. “We will try to use whatever
channels that we can to ensure this will not happen again.”

UN Special Rapporteur on human rights in Myanmar, Tom Andrews, said he was concerned
the executions of junta opponents would not be a one-off.

“There is every indication that the military junta intends to continue to carry out executions
of those on death row, as it continues to bomb villages and detain innocent people
throughout the country,” he said in an interview on Monday.

In Myanmar’s biggest city Yangon, security was tightened at the jail where the four executed
men had been held, a human rights group said on Tuesday, following the global outcry and a
demonstration by inmates over the execution.

Two sources told Reuters a protest had taken place in the jail. News portal Myanmar Now
said some inmates had been assaulted by prison authorities and were separated from the
general population.

Spokesmen for Yangon’s Insein prison and the corrections department did not answer calls
from Reuters.
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Myanmar’s shadow national Unity Government (NUG), which the ruling military calls
“terrorists”, urged coordinated international action against the ruling military on Tuesday
and said those executed “were martyred for their commitment to a free and democratic
Myanmar”.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/myanmar-military-government-says-executions-were-
justice-for-the-people

Myanmar says it has enough funds to avert Sri Lanka-like crisis
PUBLISHED 26 JULY 2022 | STRAITS TIMES / ANN

A government spokesman said Myanmar has a
"fair share of foreign-currency reserves”,
including US dollars and yuan. PHOTO: AFP

YANGON (BLOOMBERG) - Myanmar has
sufficient foreign reserves to avoid an
economic crisis similar to Sri Lanka's, the
military government said, pushing back on
suggestions by some analysts that the South-
east Asian nation faces a growing possibility of

default.

Major General Zaw Min Tun, a spokesman for the State Administration Council, said at a
press conference on Tuesday (July 26) that Myanmar has a "fair share of foreign-currency
reserves", including US dollars and yuan, without giving specific figures.

The regime, which toppled a civilian government headed by Nobel Laureate Aung San Suu
Kyi in a February 2021 coup, has cracked down on the use of foreign currencies since April
to shore up dwindling international reserves. Cars and luxury-goods imports have been
banned.

"There is no reason to face a Sri Lanka-like economic decline because Myanmar already has
US dollar reserves to some extent," Zaw Min Tun said in response to a question on whether
Myanmar could become the next Sri Lanka. "We already have the basics to avoid such an
economic decline."

Malayan Banking Bhd said in a report last week that Myanmar is among the frontier-market
economies where the likelihood of sovereign defaults is growing.

Maybank analysts Brian Lee Shun Rong and Chua Hak Bin wrote that Myanmar's ban on
payments of private external debt suggests it may choose not to honor its obligations.

The World Bank said in a report last week that Myanmar's economy remains fragile, as
dollar shortages limit the availability of key imported products, resulting in price inflation
particularly among commodities.
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Earlier this month, the Central Bank of Myanmar ordered companies with outstanding
foreign loans to suspend disbursements toward those debts and adjust repayment
schedules with foreign lenders.

Firms in Myanmar have at least USS1.2 billion (S$1.67 billion) in outstanding dollar-
denominated loans, according to data compiled by Bloomberg.

Myanmar's currency lost a third of its value against the dollar last year after the coup
triggered a freeze on parts of the nation's foreign reserves held in the US and suspension of
multilateral aid - both key sources of foreign currency supplies.

Most foreign exchange earners are mandated to convert their currencies into kyat at the
central bank's reference rate of 1,850 to a dollar set in April, a move designed to shield the
local currency from volatility.

Myanmar plans to set up a 400 billion kyat (55300 million) fund to grant low-interest loans
to local enterprises to support industries based on agriculture and livestock breeding, which
the junta expects to help revive the economy.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/myanmar-says-it-has-enough-funds-to-avert-sri-lanka-
like-crisis

NLD Member Killed During Myanmar Junta Interrogation
By THE IRRAWADDY | 26 July 2022

A member of the National League for Democracy (NLD) in Minglar Taung Nyunt Township,
Yangon Region, has died under interrogation.

Ko Hla Htoo, 45, known as a philanthropist, was detained by police and soldiers on Saturday
night at his house being accused of supporting the people’s defense forces. He was tortured
to death at a military interrogation center.

He became the second NLD member to be killed by the regime last week after the party’s
former lawmaker Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw was hanged along with three others over the weekend
for anti-regime activism.

The regime informed Ko Hla Htoo’s family about his death on Monday and they have not
been given a chance to see him.

They said Ko Hla Htoo died of a heart attack on Sunday morning and the body was cremated
in the afternoon, a family source told The Irrawaddy.

“Despite having heart disease, Ko Hla Htoo was in good health when he was arrested. We
don’t believe that he died of a heart attack,” he said.

Ko Hla Htoo was a sofa manufacturer and well known in Minglar Taung Nyunt Mee Ya Htar
ward for his social welfare work.

“Everyone in the ward is saddened. Some cried,” he said.
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NLD MPs, executive committee members and ordinary members are being hunted and
killed, U Bo Bo Oo, an NLD lawmaker, told The Irrawaddy.

“The situation has become worse in the last three months,” he said.

U Kyaw Myint, an NLD Kantbalu Township executive branch member in Sagaing Region was
killed by a pro-junta militia on July 8.

Lawmaker U Kyaw Myo Min from Bilin Township, Mon State, and party members U Pann
Myint and U Ko Ko Maung were killed by the regime in June.

Approximately 917 NLD members have been detained since the 2021 coup and 216 have
been released. At least 18, including a lawmaker, have died due to torture during
interrogation and lack of proper medical treatment in prison, according to the NLD.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/nld-member-killed-during-myanmar-junta-
interrogation.html

Execution of 4 activists by junta puts peace in Myanmar further out of reach
Finding a political solution ‘will be very difficult because of this,” one opposition leader says.
Reported by Burmese Service | 2022.07.26

A PDF member fires at government troops
during an operation to capture the Moebye
Police Station in southern Shan state’s Phekone
township, May 23, 2021. Handout/AFPTV/AFP

The execution of former student leader Ko
Jimmy and three other democracy activists by
i Myanmar’s junta could become a serious
obstacle to resolving the country’s political crisis, analysts and observers said Tuesday.

The official Global New Light of Myanmar on Monday announced the executions of Ko
Jimmy, whose real name is Kyaw Min Yu, former National League for Democracy (NLD)
lawmaker Phyo Zeya Thaw, and activists Hla Myo Aung and Aung Thura Zaw without
reporting the date and method of killings. It is believed the men were hanged on
Saturday in Yangon’s Insein Prison.

The act drew widespread condemnation from Western governments, the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), international rights groups and Myanmar-based
democracy activists, as well as the Southeast Asian nation’s shadow National Unity
Government and the People’s Defense Force (PDF) paramilitaries that are fighting the
junta on the NUG’s behalf.

On Tuesday, political analyst Kyaw Saw Han told RFA Burmese that the ASEAN-backed
proposal for a dialogue that would include all of Myanmar’s stakeholders is now less
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likely than ever, as the executions have lessened the opposition’s interest in a peaceful
resolution.

“The ASEAN plan, which is being promoted by the international community, to meet with
[deposed NLD leader] Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and then meet with the junta and all those
involved in the conflict to find a solution, will be delayed,” he predicted.

“I think it will be very difficult to have a dialogue. Right now, the public is angry. Their
emotions of anger have been stirred up, so it is harder than before to accept this. We can
say it will almost certainly be delayed and that the probability for such a dialogue is very
low at this point.”

The junta has reneged on a five-point consensus (5PC) it agreed to with ASEAN in April
2021 to put the country back on the path to democracy. The consensus called for an end
to violence; dialogue among all parties; mediation by a special ASEAN envoy; ASEAN -
coordinated humanitarian assistance; and a visit to Myanmar by an ASEAN delegation.

Col. Khun Okkar of the Peace Process Steering Team of ethnic armies that have signed a
nationwide ceasefire agreement (NCA) with the government since 2015 told RFA that his
group will no longer meet with the junta if called for peace talks, as the executions show
that the regime is not interested in upholding its promises.

“Those who signed the NCA should not violate the points stated in the pact, namely, to
respect human rights and to protect the lives and property of the people,” he said.

“And so, based on that, we will not respond without consulting among ourselves to [the
junta’s] calls for further discussions. We have made that decision.”

Khun Okkar added that the actions of the junta could completely derail the peace process
because public confidence in the process will be damaged beyond repair.

Ko Ko Gyi, a leader of Myanmar Prominent 88
Generation Student Group and current People's Party
Chairman, talks to journalists during a press briefing
at their 88 Generation Students Peace and Open
Society Office, June 15, 2015, in Yangon, Myanmar.
Credit: Associated Press

Prior executions

Only three people have been executed in Myanmar
in the past 50 years: student leader Salai Tin Maung Oo, who helped to organize protests
over the government’s refusal to grant a state funeral to former U.N. Secretary-General U
Thant that resulted in a deadly crackdown in 1974; Capt. Ohn Kyaw Myint, who was
found guilty of plotting an assassination of military dictator Gen. Ne Win; and Zimbo, a
North Korean agent who bombed the country’s Martyrs’ Mausoleum during an
attempted assassination of South Korea’s then-President Chin Doo-hwan in 1983.
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While Myanmar’s courts have sentenced people to death, there have been no executions
carried out in the 30 years since the country’s 1988 democracy uprising and prior to the
military’s Feb. 1, 2021, coup.

Ko Ko Gyi, the chairman of Myanmar’s lesser known opposition People’s Party, said that
the junta’s decision to carry out the death penalty after more than 30 years will certainly
impact the likelihood of a peaceful resolution to the country’s crisis.

“For those who are trying to find a political solution, it will be very difficult because of
this,” he said.

“The public’s emotions are running very high. That’s why | objected and made appeals
from the beginning not to [proceed with the death penalty]. Now that it has happened, |
see that there will be many difficulties ahead for a political solution.”

He said that public opposition to military rule is likely to become more fierce, which
authorities will respond to with greater force, lessening the likelihood of any kind of
reconciliation.

Myanmar-based political analyst Ye Tun said he also expects reprisals by Myanmar’s
armed opposition to intensify following the executions.

“This was a bit too serious. Retaliation is likely,” he said.

Regional PDF groups have vowed to take revenge against junta forces for the weekend’s
executions.

Despite the blowback, junta Deputy Information Minister Maj. Gen. Zaw Min Tun told a
press conference held in the capital Naypyidaw on Tuesday that the consequences of the
executions had “already been considered,” but the decision was taken to “mete out
justice for those who died at their hands.”

“The crimes they committed deserved several more death sentences than the ones
committed by those on the death row,” he said.

“Therefore, the government unavoidably decided to go ahead with the punishments in
accordance with the law, for the sake of innocent people and their relatives. It'd be cruel
and show a lack of empathy for us to be lenient to the accused perpetrators and let them
go unpunished.”

The four activists had been convicted of crimes that included contacting the Committee
Representing Pyidaungsu Hluttaw, PDF and NUG, which in September declared a
nationwide state of emergency and called for open rebellion against junta rule,
prompting an escalation of attacks on military targets by various allied pro-democracy
militias and ethnic armed groups.

Other alleged crimes included advising local militia groups in Yangon and ordering PDF
groups to attack police, military targets, and government offices, and asking the NUG to
buy a 3D printer to produce weapons for local PDFs.
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Moderate path ‘destroyed’

Political analyst Sai Kyi Zin Soe said that regardless of what justification the junta might
offer, the executions are likely to seriously degrade domestic affairs.

“It will be difficult for those people who want to negotiate peacefully along the political
path. It will be difficult for them to follow that path right now,” he said.

“It has strengthened the minds of those who were calling for blood, especially those who
want to settle the blood debt. That’s why we can now say a moderate path for a political
solution has been destroyed by this act.”

Ill

Late on Monday, the NUG announced that it will “respond effectively to the junta by
political, military, and other means” for the executions.

PDF and other armed opposition groups, meanwhile, announced that “there will be no
talks” to settle the blood debt and vowed to step up their military operations against
junta forces.

Translated by Khin Maung Nyane. Written in English by Joshua Lipes.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/implications-07262022204658.html|

Brig-Gen Saw Nedah Mya: We Want Political Change
By Network Media Group | Tuesday, July 26, 2022

Brig-Gen Saw Nedah Mya established a new
Karen armed group called the Kaw Thoo Lei
Army on 17 July, which is independent of
the Karen National Union (KNU) and the
Karen National Defence Organisation
(KNDO), for which he was previously
responsible. Saw Nedah Mya said the new
army will work with other armed groups to
overthrow the military regime.

Why did you form the Kaw Thoo Lei Army?

It’s to build a federal army and we’re making progress achieving this. Sometimes politicians
make mistakes, so we want to be a back up force. The Kaw Thoo Lei Army was formed to
fight against the enemy.

Is it an independent or is it under the Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA)?

This is an independent organisation. We'll will cooperate with other stakeholders to fight
the dictatorship. Some of the KNU leaders are working with the military regime. Under
these circumstances, it’s not easy for us to work under them. We’re not able to fight against
the military regime, and it’s difficult to move forward. That’s why we’ve formed a new
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armed organisation. It isn’t a split. We’ll work with other stakeholders including the KNLA
and KNDO, who’re opposing the junta. The goal of establishing the Kaw Thoo Lei Army is to
take action against the dictatorship.

Has the Kaw Thoo Lei Army split from the KNU?

Frankly, we want political change (in the KNU). The KNU conference was six years ago.
According to official policy, the conference has to be held every four years yet no one has
taken responsibility for this. In my opinion, some KNU leaders are walking a path that was
created by the enemy. We want to move forward and take action against the military
regime. We'll work with other organisations, including the People’s Defence Forces (PDF),
who’re fighting against the military regime. But we’ll not work with organisations
cooperating with the enemy.

Does that means Kaw Thoo Lei Army aren’t working under the KNU?
At this time, we aren’t under the KNU.
Does this mean the Karen armed organisations have fractured?

The groups haven’t broken up. Some DKBA soldiers are fighting against the Burma Army
(BA). Some soldiers from the KNU/KNLA Peace Council are also fighting the BA. We’re trying
to unite them all to fight against the military.

Will you work with the KNLA and the KNDO?

We’'ll work with all of the stakeholders, who're fighting against the military regime. That’s
why we’ve formed the Kaw Thoo Lei Army. One day we’ll have one Kaw Thoo Lei nation and
we have to be united, which is why we’re trying to regroup the Karen armed groups and
established the Kaw Thoo Lei Army. If we want a Kaw Thoo Lei nation, we must have a Kaw
Thoo Lei army. We're not trying to replace or regroup the other Karen armed organisations.
We have knowledge and experience, so we'll not do anything foolish. We’re not stupid; we
won’t attack our own people. We formed this organisation because we want to move
forward to make a better future.

Some people have criticised your decision to create a new group? What would you say to
this?

People see it in different ways. They should view it as a positive step. We’ve been part of
the revolution for many years. We will never let the people suffer. We have always worked
for our people and made our enemies unhappy. People can observe our future plan and
activities to see that we intend to create unity between the groups and a mutual
understanding. We’re not narrow-minded. Everyone is welcome to join us as we work
towards the political goals of the Karen people in new direction. We’re not doing anything
that’s divisive.

What's the political goal of the Kaw Thoo Lei Army? Have you already developed a political
strategy?
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We have not yet worked out a political policy. For this, we’ll proceed step by step. Our first
concern is to remove the military regime and then we’ll work out our policy.

What challenges does KNDO face following the establishment of the Kaw Thoo Lei Army?

They (KNU) have removed me from KNDO after 25 people were killed. Brig-Gen Saw Shee
Lay was appointed in my place, making it complicated for me to be involved with KNDO. |
want to do something to fight against the enemy and work for my people. This is why we’ve
formed the Kaw Thoo Lei Army and we are working with other organisations and others that
are fighting against the BA.

Can you tell us where the Kaw Thoo Lei Army’s area is? Have you demarcated an area?
At this time, | cannot provide these details.

https://www.nmg-news.net/2022/07/26/20198

Myanmar Junta Rounds Up Rakhine Residents After Police Chief Abduction
By THE IRRAWADDY | 26 July 2022

Myanmar’s military regime has detained eight residents in Sane town, Kyaukphyu Township,
Rakhine State, after the Arakan Army (AA) abducted the town’s police chief on Sunday.

Following the abduction of Police Lieutenant Kyaw Zin Win, junta troops detained eight
residents from Taung Gusu ward, including a ward administration office clerk, according to a
Sane resident.

“Soldiers and police surrounded their houses on Sunday night and took them. Family
members were not told why they were being taken. Four men and four women were
detained and all of are from Taung Gusu,” he told The Irrawaddy.

Junta security personnel have been searching for members of the AA and its political wing,
the United League of Arakan. Residents are staying in their houses and shops have closed
due to security checks.

On July 18, the AA attacked junta troops in Maungdaw. An AA spokesman said the attack
was in retaliation for the junta air raid on an AA outpost in Karen State near the Thai border
earlier this month. The regime suffered casualties and border police were captured in the
fighting.

On Sunday, the two sides clashed near the village of Abaung Thar in Paletwa Township, Chin
State, for around 20 minutes.

Civilians in rural Paletwa and northern Maungdaw are starving as they dare not go into
forests to catch fish and collect produce, their main source of livelihood.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-rounds-up-rakhine-residents-
after-police-chief-abduction.html
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Child Killed By Burma Army Shell In Kutkai Township
26th July 2022

\ \ ) ™ = A three-year-old was killed by Burma Army (BA)
B shrapnel during clashes with the Kachin
Independence Army (KIA) in Kutkai Township,
northern Shan State.

On Monday, KIA Battalion 29, under Brigade 4,
attacked 80 BA soldiers travelling in two military
vehicles to Mang Nawng village at around 7am.
Following the attack, the junta soldiers fired artillery
and a shell hit the village, killing the boy, according
to a local source who requested anonymity.

“His family had been hiding under a tree when the clash occurred. His mother was holding
the child when a shell hit near the tree and shrapnel struck his head,” the man said.

The boy later died in Kutkai Public Hospital.

BA troops were deployed to the region after the clashes and tensions between the armed
groups remain high.

“It’s time to plant and we’ve have to work in our paddy field. But we’re scared after the BA
sent more troops to our area. The military is so brutal...soldiers often commit human rights
violations,” the source said.

Fighting between KIA and BA has been frequent in July.

https://kachinnews.com/2022/07/26/child-killed-by-burma-army-shell-in-kutkai-township/
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