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Military launches airstrikes after soldiers defect to resistance

Thousands of people were forced to flee as their villages in eastern Depayin Township
came under attack last Thursday

Khin YiYi Zaw / Thura Maung | Published on Jul 18, 2022

Displaced villagers flee junta attacks in eastern
Depayin Township in Sagaing Region (Supplied)

Myanmar’s military carried out airstrikes on
several villages in Sagaing Township’s Depayin
Township last week following the defection of
three soldiers, according to local sources.

Thousands of people have fled their homes since
Thursday, when the eastern Depayin villages of
Mayakan, Nyaung Hla, Namyar, Yin Kyay and Nyaungbintha all came under attack, residents
said.

People living in neighbouring Khin-U Township, which is on the eastern side of the Muu
River, opposite the area targeted by the airstrikes, said the offensive began at around 1:30
and lasted more than 40 minutes.

“Two helicopters were used to drop soldiers into the area, while two more fired relentlessly.
It was brutal, and very loud,” said a resident of Muu Thar, a village on the eastern bank of
the river.

Another Khin-U villager told Myanmar Now that the helicopters carrying the reinforcement
troops landed in Namyar and Yin Kyay, while Mayakan bore the brunt of the aerial assault.

“They launched an air attack on Mayakan, even though there hasn’t been any recent
fighting there,” said the resident of Tataing, a village on the eastern side of the Muu River.

“The soldiers who were transported into the area immediately started attacking the villages
nearby,” he added.

The attacks appeared to have been prompted by the recent defection of soldiers stationed
in the area.

According to the leader of a local defence force, the incident occurred a week after two
soldiers turned themselves in and a day after another defected.

“Three junta soldiers have surrendered to us. One brought his weapons with him, but the
other two didn’t,” said Kaung Kin, the leader of a Depayin-based resistance group.

“They said they were forced to torch civilians’ houses for no reason and arrest and execute
people without proper evidence that they had done anything wrong. They said they didn’t
want to do those things anymore,” he added.
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According to a support group for displaced civilians, at least three people, including two
children, were injured as they fled the attack. More complete casualty figures were not
available, however, as many villagers were still on the run, they added.

Myanmar Now attempted to reach junta officials for comment on the airstrike, but did not
receive a response.

Myanmar’s military regime routinely denies targeting civilians in its efforts to crush
resistance forces, despite abundant evidence that it does so on an almost daily basis.

The junta also declines to comment on defectors. According to the shadow National Unity
Government, nearly 3,000 soldiers have deserted from the military since last year’s coup,
with many joining the side of the country’s anti-regime resistance forces.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/military-launches-airstrikes-after-soldiers-defect-
to-resistance

Kachin Independence Army, Myanmar Regime Forces Clash in Hpakant
By THE IRRAWADDY | 18 July 2022

Clashes continued for a second day on Monday between the Myanmar military and the
Kachin Independence Army (KIA) in Kachin State’s Hpakant Township, with the military
carrying out air raids, according to residents.

KIA troops clashed with junta forces near Sel Zin Village as the latter were advancing toward
Hong Pa village-tract, and the regime carried out aerial attacks on Monday morning,
residents said.

“Clashes have been ongoing since yesterday evening. The military suffered casualties. There
have been casualties among locals as the regime dropped bombs from the air. The KIA also
clashed with the Myanmar military on the Myitkyina bypass,” a Hpakant resident told The
Irrawaddy on Monday.

Local residents have been forced to flee their homes as the regime has carried out air and
artillery attacks since Monday morning. Details of civilian casualties were not immediately
available, said residents.

Daily patrols have been reported following a KIA attack on the base of a junta-controlled
militia group in Waingmaw Township in Kachin. Locals in the east of Waingmaw Township
are concerned about the possibility of renewed fighting.

On Thursday last week, KIA Brigade 5 troops raided and torched an ethnic Lisu people’s
militia base between Waingmaw and Sadone town amid allegations that it is cooperating
with the regime.

The base, according to the KIA Information Department and some local residents, is an
armed camp of the Lisu National Development Party (LNDP) led by U Shwe Min. The
Irrawaddy was unable to contact U Shwe Min for comment.
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Since the attack on the Lisu militia base, the Myanmar military’s Light Infantry Battalion 58
in the east of Waingmaw has reinforced itself and has been conducting patrols daily. The
battalion was attacked by the KIA and the Kachin People’s Defense Force on July 29, 2021.

A villager from Waingmaw Township said: “l saw an open truck carrying around 20 armed
junta troops driving up there recently.”

An ethnic affairs analyst said the KIA attacked the junta-affiliated Lisu militia base in order to
expand its control of the road linking Sadone and Waingmaw.

“Lisu militias are headed by Shwe Min. They are not that strong. Shwe Min’s group took
arms from Zakhung Ting Ying and surrendered to Myanmar’s military. The military will use
the Lisu militia if a clash happens in that area. But | don’t think the group can be used in
other places,” said the analyst.

Zakhung Ting Ying is the leader of the New Democratic Army-Kachin militia group, which
split from the KIA in 1993 and made peace with the previous military regime, the State Law
and Order Restoration Council. The group came under military control when it transformed
itself to a Border Guard Force in 2009.

U Shwe Min’s group again split from Zakhung Ting Ying’s group to form a political party. The
LNDP is estimated to have around 100 armed troops, said another ethnic affairs analyst.

If the military regime uses Lisu militia members to carry out operations between Waingmaw
and Sadone, armed clashes with the KIA will be inevitable, the analyst said.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/kachin-independence-army-myanmar-regime-
forces-clash-in-hpakant.html

Seize and rescue: Karen forces ambush junta police station and free jailed PDF fighters

A KNDO attack on the Waw Lay police station in Myawaddy leads to the liberation of nine
resistance fighters detained by the Myanmar military for more than 100 days

Tin Htet Paing / Linn Htin / Maung Shwe Wah | Published on Jul 17, 2022

KNDO members pictured after taking over the
Waw Lay police station on June 13 (Supplied)

In early June, a group of people met in a forest
on the Thai-Myanmar border in Karen State
under the cover of night. Only a torch lit the
ground, held by one man as another used a stick
to draw a map in the dry earth.

e NN B8 “We will go in three groups—'ll be in the
middle column so that everyone can see and hear my commands,” he said in video footage
seen by Myanmar Now, describing a plan of attack.
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At 25 years old, Saw Win Myint heads a special commando force within the Karen National
Defence Organisation (KNDQ), an armed wing of the Karen National Union.

The target of the ambush was the Waw Lay police station in southern Myawaddy Township,
a three-day trip on foot from the commando force’s base.

Marking sites around the station on the map in the soil, Saw Win Myint indicated locations
where landmines had been laid by the occupying army.

“Avoid these places... wait a bit before you go in,” he warned. “Keep firing at the entrance
for five minutes and then retreat to the trench, where you will hide,” the young commander
ordered.

The mission: seize control of the police station and rescue nine members of the anti-junta
People’s Defence Force (PDF) jailed there. The five men and four women, all in their early
20s, had been detained in Waw Lay since their arrest in February after having undergone
combat training in KNU-controlled territory. One of the individuals was himself a former
member of Myanmar’s police who had defected to the Civil Disobedience Movement.

The 50-member KNDO commando unit walked to the station through dense woods,
avoiding villages in order to prevent a potential information leak that could jeopardise the
operation. It was an undertaking accompanied by grave risk; awaiting them could be heavily
armed junta reinforcements, and the certainty that they would then be outmanned and
outgunned.

An ambush and a distraction

“We wanted to both rescue the youth and take down the police station,” Sa Lone, a leading
member of the KNDO’s commando force, later told Myanmar Now.

In addition to arresting members of the resistance, troops stationed at the Waw Lay site,
located on the road to the township’s administrative centre, had long been carrying out
intrusive searches of civilian vehicles, detaining villagers and demanding random for their
release, he explained.

KNDO members who carried out the raid on the Waw Lay
police station are seen seen before the Waw Lay police station
(Supplied)

Sa Lone’s role was to oversee the June 13 early morning
guerrilla attack on the police station from the command centre.

“l didn’t sleep at all, because | knew | had to take control of the
battle and that | had to strategise in order to do so,” he told
Myanmar Now. “l told my men to take over and torch the
police station and to rescue everyone that was being held
captive there.”
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However, Sa Lone first instructed half his men to shoot up the junta’s nearby tactical base in
Waw Lay in order to prevent or slow the arrival of reinforcements at the police station,
which could have ended the mission.

“They thought we wanted to attack the tactical base but it was just a distraction. We were
actually targeting the police station,” he explained later.

The plan worked. Despite there being some 100 troops stationed at the base, none
appeared to be aware of the parallel operation at the police station, instead firing artillery
shells in an effort to protect the tactical officer located inside the post.

Weapons and ammunition seized by the KNDO
(Supplied)

Under the command of Saw Win Myint, the rest of
the KNDO force overran the police station before
dawn, engaging in a battle that lasted just 30
minutes.

Twenty-eight police officers were stationed at the

y Sow Phoe :- >
250 S ®. 2 site, according to the KNDO, which reported that 20

fled and three were killed. Five were captured, their weapons and ammunition confiscated.

A weight lifted

Joe, the nickname of one of the nine PDF members detained in the station, described
hearing the battle from his 15-foot cell, where he had been held with the four other men for
105 days, having been spared an initial stay in a military interrogation centre.

“The [junta] officers were scolding each other. They alerted each other that ‘the enemy’ was
coming. One blamed the others for sleeping while on guard duty,” he said.

As the police station had come under attack multiple times, Joe did not believe that the
KNDO had planned to liberate the prisoners until he heard a whistle indicating that the site
had been taken over.

Moments later, Joe recalled Saw Win Myint unlocking the door to his cell and that of his
wife, who had been detained with the other women on the other side of the wall.

“Despite being put in cells next to each other, | hadn’t seen my wife for a long time. | felt so
happy and relieved when | finally got to embrace her. It felt like a huge weight had been
lifted from my chest,” he said.

The imprisonment was marked with many hardships, he explained, from nocturnal stings by
the centipedes present under the floorboards to being fed rice and dried fish infested with
worms, maggots, and even laced with bits of metal.

“Wire pieces from the scrubs used to wash the pots were all over the food. We were fed
only enough to survive. It was a lucky day when we got a potato,” Joe said.
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Their only connection to the world outside was the distant sound of prayers being projected
from a monastery loudspeaker in the distance.

“I still can’t believe that this actually happened,” he said of his rescue, adding, “l knew,
without fail, that our brothers and mentors would save us.”

Liberated PDF members, including Joe (third
from right) stand in a row behind the junta
police force members and their family
members who were captured during the Waw
Lay station battle (Supplied)

Forces under the KNU have overran at least five
Myanmar military bases since the coup,
including at Thee Mu Hta and Thaw Le Hta on
the Salween River last year, and at Kyauk Nyat,
Maw Khee and Thay Baw Boe in Waw Lay this

year.

However, the June 13 operation marked the first known rescue of detained PDF members
from within a junta jail by the resistance during the same period.

Upon exiting his cell, Joe remembered seeing the captured officers and the junta’s flag
removed from the pole laying on the ground. One of the rescuing KNDO members gave him
a gun and he fired two shots into the air in celebration of his release.

Days later, Joe told Myanmar Now that he planned to continue to participate in the anti-
coup armed resistance movement as he could not stand by and watch the military attempt
to take control of the country.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/seize-and-rescue-karen-forces-ambush-junta-
police-station-and-free-jailed-pdf-fighters

New clashes reported between Arakan Army, military in northern Rakhine State

Locals say gunfire is exchanged in at least two locations in northern Maungdaw Township,
where the military has also reportedly cut off access to aid organisations

Nan Oo Nway | Published on Jul 18, 2022
AA troops seen in Rakhine State (Arakan Info)

Forces believed to be from the Arakan Army (AA)
clashed with the junta in Rakhine State’s northern
Maungdaw Township on Monday starting at
around 7am, according to locals.

Residents of the area—which is largely under AA
control—said that the battle took place near the
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village of Tu Raing, which is divided into two communities one mile apart: one ethnic Mro
and one Rakhine. The sites are just east of the road connecting Kyein Chaung with Taung
Pyo on the Bangladeshi border.

A Myanmar army unit stationed on a hill in another area village, Mingalar Nyunt, also
reportedly got involved, firing up to five artillery shells in the direction of Tu Raing Mro,
according to a local man.

“l heard that the battle started this morning when the military trespassed into the AA’s
territory,” alocal man said.

Myanmar Now was unable to independently verify the claim.

At 11am, an exchange of gunfire was also heard in the woods two miles from the initial site
of the fighting, between the villages of Wet Kyein and another known as “Old Myawaddy.”

Old Myawaddy is located a half mile from the “new” village by the same name on the road
connecting Maungdaw town with Kha Maung Seik to the north.

“We still don’t know what groups were fighting. We had to send the women and the
children to the school to take shelter,” a resident of the new Myawaddy village said.

Myanmar Now was unable to make contact with AA spokesperson Khaing Thukha regarding
the recent reports of battles.

The clashes follow a reported ban by the junta on visits and activities by non-governmental
organisation (NGO) staff in northern Maungdaw, where they have been distributing aid as
the military allows.

Speaking to Myanmar Now on the condition of anonymity, a local administrative officer said
staff from both domestic and international NGOs had been barred from travelling beyond
the Kyee Kan Pyin border guard police command centre, less than 10 miles north of
Maungdaw town.

The individual, who spoke to Myanmar Now on the condition of anonymity, said that the
order had come from the junta’s state-level administrative mechanism.

“The official letter hasn’t arrived at the township office but it says that people won’t be able
to go past the Kyee Kan Pyin command,” the officer said.

Members of both local and international NGOs told Myanmar Now that they were aware of
the forthcoming restrictions. Prior to the recent announcement, they had been allowed to
travel into the area only with the permission of the military or the previous government to
deliver humanitarian assistance.

Threats of further violence also were apparent in neighbouring Rathedaung Township on
Monday, when around 100 troops from Light Infantry Division 22 carried out searches in
Pyar Chaung Gyi village, a local said.

“Tension is rising in that area. There has been no shooting yet though,” the individual said.
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Locals are also pointing to series of unsolved murders in the state as further evidence of
growing regional insecurity. At least three bodies of slain individuals were found over the
last week in Sittwe, Pauktaw, and Taungup townships, with no arrests known to have been
made by either the coup regime or the AA at the time of reporting.

“The judiciary systems are failing to take adequate action against criminals,” a local working
with a social welfare organisation in Rakhine State said.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/new-clashes-reported-between-arakan-army-
military-in-northern-rakhine-state

Regime Issues SSPP Third Order To Abandon Southern Shan State Camps
By SHAN - July 18, 2022

The regime’s armed forces have once again ordered the Shan State Progress Party (SSPP) to
withdraw from three camps in southern Shan State.

According to SSPP spokesperson Maj Phone Han, the Burma Army (BA) gave the Shan armed
group seven days to decide what to do during a meeting.

BA’s Lt-Gen Yar Pyae and seven officials from the army met with SSPP vice-chair Maj Gen
Khun Hseng and five other leaders to discuss the matter in Mong Nawng on 14 July.

Major Phong Harn

Phong Harn told SHAN they intended to respond to the junta after
SSPP’s central committee meet to talk about it.

“They have ordered us to withdraw from our military camps. But what
happens really will depend on them. We do not want our people to
suffer and we’re trying to avoid fighting.”

The BA has issued three ultimatums to SSPP to vacate its camps in Loi
Nai and Mang Weing. The first one was on 10 June. After the Shan
armed group refused to comply, it was extended until 30 June.

On 1 July, fighting between the groups broke out in Mongmit Township.

SSPP hasn’t signed the so called Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement, but signed a bilateral
agreement under the Thein Sein government in 2012.

The armed group is part of the Federal Political Negotiation Consultative Committee with
several other groups based in northern Shan and Kachin states.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/25193
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KIA, PDF Continue Attacks Against Regime In Northern Shan State
By SHAN - July 18, 2022

Kachin Independence Army (KIA) and People’s Defense Force (PDF) continued to clash with
the Burma Army (BA) in Mongmit (aka Moe Meik) Township in northern Shan State.

According to a middle-aged resident from Mongmit town, who requested anonymity, there
was an explosion at a BA base where Light Infantry Battalions (LIB) 223, 276 and 348 are
located around midday on 13 July. Another bomb exploded near a police station in Haw
Nang ward.

During the explosions, the BA suffered causalities the man said, but he couldn’t provide
exact numbers.

Mongmit Township

“KIA and PDF fired 10 shells at the BA base in Hsai Leang
village around 5pm and the army returned 2 shells,” he said.
Both sides exchanged gunfire for 15 minutes and one BA
soldier was killed.

Following the violence, the junta tightened security in the
the township, with soldiers stopping all travellers at various
checkpoints to inspect their mobile phones and search their
belongings.

Since early July, fighting has been frequent in Mongmit Township, in particular near the BA’s
base and police station, which has been ambushed several times by the resistance groups.

Earlier in the month, KIA and PDF fighters killed a BA soldier and wounded 5 others,
including a higher ranking officer.

According to an officer from Shan State Progress Party (SSPP), 3 BA soldiers were killed and
at least 15 wounded, including a higher ranking officer, during fighting with Infantry
Battalion 223 and 276 and LID 348 between Wan Pon Kan and Wan Ohn on 1 July. An SSPP
soldier was also killed and another wounded in the clashes.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/25197

Nearly 50 members of Myanmar’s deposed government have been killed since coup
The military says party members are not targeted, but statistics suggest otherwise.
Reported by Burmese Service | 2022.07.18

Nearly 50 members of Myanmar’s deposed National League for Democracy (NLD),
including three former members of Parliament, have been killed and more than 900 NLD
lawmakers have been arrested in the 17 months since the coup, according to a group
within the party that documents rights abuses under military rule.
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The body of Kyaw Myo Min, an NLD lawmaker
representing Bilin township in the Mon State
Assembly, was discovered in Min Saw village in
Kayin state’s Hpa-An township on July 6, 2022,
shortly after his arrest. Citizen journalist

Kyaw Htwe, spokesman for the NLD’s Human
Rights Record Group, told RFA Burmese that
among the 48 killed, 11 died during detention,
eight died in prison, and 29 — including the former

MPs — were killed “for no reason.”

“In many villages in Sagaing and Magway regions, we heard reports that [pro-junta
forces] set fire to houses of not only NLD members, but also those who had supported
the party,” he said of the two areas where junta troops have encountered some of the
fiercest resistance to military rule by the armed opposition.

“Residents also say people are getting killed simply for being accused of being members
of the party.”

Among the 48 killed, five were women, the NLD group said. Two of the victims were from
Kachin state, one from Shan state, 11 from Yangon region, 14 from Mandalay region,
seven from Bago region, four from Tanintharyi region, and the remaining nine from
Sagaing and Magway regions and Mon state.

The eight people who died in prison included Nyan Win, a long-time member of the NLD
who served as the party’s secretary.

One of the three MPs killed was Kyaw Myo Min, who represented Bilin township in the
Mon State Assembly. His body was discovered on July 6 near Min Saw village in Kayin
state’s Hpa-An township, not long after his arrest.

A colleague of Kyaw Myo Min, who spoke on condition of anonymity for security reasons,
told RFA that the military did not even bother to inform the MP’s family of his death.

“His body was found with his hands tied behind his back and the head was separately
buried in the mud by the side of the creek,” the colleague said.

“They were so inhuman. It looked like the body was not even buried properly — it
seemed as if they just left it there. | think that his head was thrown into the creek and it
was covered in mud and leaves during recent heavy rains.”

The other two lawmakers who died were Nyunt Shwe, a member of the Bago Region
People’s Assembly and Tin Yi, of the Kyunsu Township People's Assembly in Tanintharyi
region. Nyunt Shwe died in prison of COVID-19 and Tin Yi, who was over 70 years old,
died while fleeing arrest.

The 29 people killed “for no reason” included veterans, anti-junta activists and NLD party
officials who died at the hands of the pro-military Thway Thauk militia, allegedly
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composed of ultra-nationalists and members of the military proxy Union Solidarity and
Development Party.

Bo Bo Oo, vice chairman of the NLD in Yangon region’s Sanchaung township, told RFA
that junta leader Snr. Gen. Min Aung Hlaing bears full responsibility for the deaths.

“They targeted the party’s executive members, but ordinary party members and those
they accused of being party members, as well as ordinary activists, were also harmed
with a vengeance,” he said.

Mon State Assembly NLD MP Kyaw Myo Min (L), NLD
Party Secretary Nyan Win (C), and Bago region MP
Nyunt Shwe (R), in a composite photo. Credit: Citizen
journalist

“All this happened because the leader of the

~ military regime is a thug who encourages terror. We
are hearing things [about what is happening] that we don’t want to hear. For Myanmar, it
is very shameful.”

Bo Bo Oo said it is impossible for any NLD member — from the central level to the village
level — to remain at home peacefully amid the current situation.

Hundreds of arrests

According to the NLD’s Human Rights Record Group, at least 920 of the party’s MPs who
won seats in Myanmar’s November 2020 general election have been arrested since the
coup, including the three who were killed and 109 who remain in custody.

The group’s spokesman, Kyaw Htwe, said around 20 NLD MPs have made pledges to the
junta to give up politics, while the remainder of those no longer detained have “fled to
safety” — mostly to Myanmar’s remote border regions — because they fear being
rearrested and tortured.

Repeated attempts by RFA to contact junta Deputy Minister for Information Maj. Gen.
Zaw Min Tun went unanswered Monday. In response to an RFA inquiry on Oct. 6, 2021,
he said the military was “not targeting the NLD,” but that the party’s MPs and other
members had been arrested and prosecuted because they were “linked to violence.”

Political analyst Than Soe Naing told RFA that the military wants to “wipe away the NLD
party from Myanmar’s political scene forever.”

“Those responsible for the deaths must have been told that it did not matter if NLD party
leaders or members died. That’s why we are hearing all these lawless, tragic stories of
people being killed with no restraint,” he said.

“l think [the junta is] operating with a policy to arrest, imprison and kill NLD leaders and
hardcore members so that it'd be impossible for the party to re-enter Myanmar's political
stage.”
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The military seized power in a Feb. 1, 2021, coup, claiming voter fraud led to a landslide
victory for the NLD in the country’s November 2020 election. The junta has yet to provide
evidence of its claims and has violently suppressed nationwide protests calling for a
return to civilian rule.

According to the NLD’s Human Rights Record Group, in addition to the killing and arrest
of NLD members, the military has killed 2,636 people and arrested at least 9,469 anti-
junta activists since the coup.

Translated by Khin Maung Nyane. Written in English by Joshua Lipes.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/nld-07182022183229.html

Six Myanmar Regime Officials Assassinated in Yangon in Last Four Days
By THE IRRAWADDY | 18 July 2022

At least six Myanmar junta officials including a judge and an army captain have been killed
in the commercial capital Yangon in the last four days.

On Monday morning, army captain Aung Naing Phyoe from the military’s weapons factory
and his wife Ma Jue Jue Aung were shot dead by gunmen in Yangon’s Hlaing Township while
they were driving.

The Facebook page of the pro-military regime the News of Myanmar reported that the
couple were shot dead at close range by “terrorists”.

Anonymous Urban Guerrillas (AUG), a local resistance group, claimed responsibility for the
assassination.

AUG also claimed to have killed U Khin Maung Latt, a junta-appointed ward administrator
from Yangon’s Mayangone Township, last Friday.

The urban guerilla group said that the victim was a junta informant who had been involved
in torturing civilian detainees.

The AUG has also vowed to launch more operations targeting junta informants and regime
subordinates in the west of Yangon.

Army captain Aung Naing Phyoe and his wife after
being shot by gunmen in Yangon’s Hlaing Township on
Monday. (Photo- CJ)

Also on Friday morning, another man accused of
being a junta informant was shot dead by two
gunmen in Yangon’s Twante Township. No group has
claimed responsibility for the killing yet.

On Sunday, a combined force of urban resistance
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groups attacked junta-appointed ward administrators at a teashop in Yangon’s Shwepyithar
Township.

Ward administration member U Win Naing, who is a leader of the new pro-junta Thwe
Thout vigilante group, died in the attack, said the Yangon Urban Guerrilla Army (YUGA),
which coordinated the attack.

Another ward administrator, U Tun Min, suffered serious injuries in the attack, added the
YUGA.

The Thwe Thout group, which is believed to have been formed by the military regime, has
been murdering members and supporters of the National League for Democracy Party.

YUGA said also that the teashop attack was part of the “Nann Htike Aung Operation”
targeting regime administrations across the country.

The operation, which started in April 2022, has seen 91 regime targets attacked and
resulted in the deaths of over 80 regime forces, their allied members and informants, with
another 90 injured.

On Sunday evening, a combined force of resistance groups bombed two entry gates of the
military intelligence force in Yangon’s North Okkalapa Township. However, military
casualties are still unknown.

A ward administration office in Yangon’s South Dagon Township was damaged on Sunday
after being bombed by the combined forces of the Yangon Underground Association.

Another resistance group, Special Task Agency of Burma (STA), claimed to have killed U San
Lin, the judge of the Mingalar Taung Nyunt Township court, on Friday night in Yangon.

The victim died on the spot after being shot by gunmen while in a taxi in Mayangone
Township.

The guerilla group said the junta-appointed judge had jailed many anti-regime youths and
students on unjust political charges.

On Friday evening, the STA also attacked Hlaing Tharyar Township court with mines.

Last week, a series of explosions rocked Yangon, as the junta struggles to control major
cities as well as rural areas.

Regime forces are facing relentless attacks from People’s Defense Forces and ethnic armed
organizations across the country.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/six-myanmar-regime-officials-assassinated-in-
yangon-in-last-four-days.html
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Why Myanmar Junta Chief Downgrades Martyrs’ Day
By THE IRRAWADDY | 18 July 2022

For the second year under military rule, Myanmar will on Tuesday mourn the death of the
country’s independence hero General Aung San and his colleagues, who were assassinated
onJuly 19, 1947.

Neither junta chief Min Aung Hlaing nor acting president U Myint Swe of the regime
attended the Martyrs’ Day commemoration last year and many people saw his absence as
an attempt to downgrade the importance of the day. Theoretically, Min Aung Hlaing, as the
chief of Myanmar’s military, should attend the memorial for Gen. Aung San, the founder of
Myanmar’s modern armed forces, but many believe that his deep hatred and jealousy of
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, Gen. Aung San’s daughter, kept him from paying tribute in person.

Min Aung Hlaing spent millions in public funds to organize the 75th annual Union Day on
Feb. 12, including a grand military review. He has also assigned his deputy Soe Win to hold a
grand-scale ceremony to mark the 75th Independence Day on Jan. 4 next year.

As Min Aung Hlaing is obsessed with jubilees, we will wait and see if he will attend the
diamond jubilee of Martyrs’ Day on Tuesday in person, or send Soe Win on his behalf.

If neither attend, then—as he did last year—Culture Minister former colonel U Ko Ko will
pay tribute at the mausoleum in Yangon, and Naypyitaw Mayor Maung Maung Naing will
offer meals to monks in the administrative capital this year.

Martyrs’ Day in History

Under the now ousted National League for Democracy (NLD) government, the committee to
organize the Martyrs’ Day event was chaired by Religious Affairs and Culture Minister U
Aung Ko.

Myanmar State Counselor and Foreign Minister
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi pays her respects to her
late father during a ceremony to mark the 73rd
Martyrs’ Day in Yangon on July 19, 2020. / AFP

When the NLD held the Martyrs’ Day event in
2016 after winning the general election the
previous year, Min Aung Hlaing attended,
becoming the first army chief to join the annual
ceremony since the student-led uprisings of

1988.

Aside from his appearance at the mausoleum, Min Aung Hlaing also visited Daw Aung San
Suu Kyi’s residence in Yangon’s Bahan to join a Buddhist merit-making ceremony for the
martyrs, reportedly becoming the first-ever army chief to attend an event hosted by Daw
Aung San Suu Kyi.
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Min Aung Hlaing also attended Martyrs’ Day events in the following years, and paid tribute
together with former President U Win Myint in 2020, a year before the general staged a
coup.

But neither Min Aung Hlaing nor his acting president Myint Swe attended the 74th Martyrs’
Day last year, held under military rule for the first time since the February 2021 coup, which
saw the detention and imprisonment of President U Win Myint, State Counselor Daw Aung
San Suu Kyi and many NLD cabinet members. Last year, Min Aung Hlaing assigned Culture
Minister U Ko Ko, who is merely a former air force colonel, to organize the event.

Myanmar military chief Min Aung Hlaing (right)
salutes during the Martyrs’ Day ceremony in
Yangon on July 19, 2019. / AFP

This shows that Min Aung Hlaing has followed in
the footsteps of his predecessor, former dictator
Than Shwe. The ex-dictator, who refers to Gen.
Aung San as “that bloke” and hates Daw Aung San
. Suu Kyi for her popularity with the Myanmar
people, never attended Martyrs’ Day ceremonies during his 19 years of rule, and the
commemorations were muted. The events held from 2008 to 2010 were even further
downgraded, with the Yangon mayor assigned to organize it instead of the culture minister.

The even was organized the same way till 2012 under U Thein Sein’s quasi-civilian
government. In the later years of that administration, the events were attended by Vice
President Sai Mauk Kham.

Given Min Aung Hlaing’s arrogance and the fact that he has gone so far as to imprison Daw
Aung San Suu Kyi out of his jealousy over her personality and popularity—whereas the NLD
leader was only placed under house arrest by previous military regimes—it is obvious that
Martyrs’ Day will be no more than a holiday this year, too.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/why-myanmar-junta-chief-downgrades-martyrs-
day.html

Myanmar Junta Chief’s Wife Took Friends to Russia on Shopping Trip
By THE IRRAWADDY | 18 July 2022

Kyu Kyu Hla, the wife of Myanmar’s junta chief Min Aung Hlaing, took other generals’ wives
for company on her husband’s Russian visit last week.

San San, the wife of military-owned Myanmar Economic Corporation chief Lieutenant
General Nyo Saw, Shwe Wah Tin Ohn, who is married to Adjutant General Lt-Gen Myo Zaw
Thein, and Nilar, the wife of Military Security Affairs chief Ye Win Qo, joined the entourage.
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Kyu Kyu Hla could not accompany her spouse on his previous trip to Moscow last year
because it was an official visit. But last week’s trip was “personal”, according to the Russian
authorities, allowing her to shop in Moscow.

The other wives are notorious as Kyu Kyu Hla’s inner circle who visit her home and join her
on domestic and foreign trips.

Nilar nursed Kyu Kyu Hla’s bedridden mother for months, according to a striking army
medic.

It is a military custom for officers’ wives to attend to the needs of commanders’ wives to
improve their husbands’ promotion prospects.

The junta chief appears to have flown to Moscow largely to consecrate a Shwezigon pagoda
replica in the Russian capital but he also held governmental talks during the visit.

Observers claimed Min Aung Hlaing held meetings with Russian government representatives
to give the impression of a work trip because it was publicly funded.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-chiefs-wife-took-friends-to-
russia-on-shopping-trip.html
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