PEACE Info (July 14, 2022)

Six people, including an ousted NLD MP, sentenced to life in prison

Myanmar Military’s Proxy Political Party hit by Fresh Financial Scandal

Myanmar Junta Arrests Nine Striking Teachers Working for NUG Online School
Yangon on edge as security tightened amid wave of explosions

Seized Sagaing Civilians Used by Myanmar Junta While Bomb Defused

Crisis deepens for thousands in Pakokku displaced by junta raids

Myanmar Junta Troops Stationed at Offices and School Attacked in Chin State

Over 30 Regime Troops Reportedly Killed in Upper Myanmar

PMF Pressures Waingmaw Residents To Accept Gold Mine

AA says six civilians in its custody are military informants

Regime Collects Names In Mong Nai Township

UK’s Top Diplomat in Myanmar Says Ordered to Leave by Junta

SAC’s Chair meets with officials from the Russian Ministry of Defence to discuss ways to
enhance military-technical cooperation

NGOs call on S Korea to boycott ASEAN defence meet co-chaired by Myanmar, Russia
Large hauI of drugs seized in Myanmar

&8meqdzeq: q?ogp RP: 161 65336 BooeoyPa? 0deomnES §J6805 B6:0pd:cm:

NLD d]ooocqp eomo?m oaooEooee@q

©05% NLD 226053201320¢& e[gpdd: cconomndannds, cavaadgdoon:q

meso L",lér.oS omealieco: eoq_l go:o$ Q qorc)cm o%og)gé 06c0mESmOa: SJ gﬁzeoaaf?:
&0wé: 9’3 ooqoooocmeﬁs ooaoogfe@oc g) og goa@ ogoer 1699

Q¢ C
GOOOC 0? INAN06: ODOO‘D GCOGEJ)C OCO?CGCI CI?OI G3CD®QP 080‘38[; e

BIE[8l.56503€ 06e0mEEEM gpadiagiod 8:Q3[B:e 205 3aq0am: @ B:Bcopd: §adsad
0&:aB:ag0:

0| 0beieqgpEep: 05080 acdSes

09g|[81.50503¢E odemeqpyp: o2:$6§0z> 0[]

Qeanadmgzacat: [Gdopommubeqipiediondmadm o Bimjad:

[50B[§|$058 AB0Pg[8d[3: 06emEEmEMe cwdemSwbigp: 06&B6:e0p5:q8
@a3& 09 qrdomd: 06607mEEMNOGOE 00 coyPeed:0r NUG ddd[G
eoTona@cmoaé Eéq&p o3 ododdpoddeL: Ij 0deomE8mbm odempE:idics
oocgcm?c NE] GGQQ"_ B 2005[4ode[GE Q|e®B: § Bt vE:eB:dq

BgwdEcom: | P:anodgoddeat:el e@ocﬁogw

[6508EeaBEep [B3§ad§32[03:3000 [GScopdagadgnagifgtasCoodonnds) GE:el
RONOGH§HRE ea:amipad [60q0es5E PaResuy [359r§EEReq:08[ B §Eicnt:
Q§pfe$ 0 g0y i000d 220p5:3260:08 080560, 22qOMNMDTG 0y conE:ed
[B$975¢ Qqp: P23 Rg32[80 MmE:00pd Fo[R:0adeadd@Mdeq: 320p3:3260:3:
08DeM$ QESE MB§:ux:0d comn:ad

06e0nEB [86:q6:00:32¢ 3, §:6[rD el 8d

3E::[S| 505 06cmEBS $E SSPPISSA O3 oo%eq s00&:ena0pdfop: 0despEesqdas
qbeead(d)pcb ofodglebgoropdaf [dobopap: §:dbes

8:805[8|505 08cmmEB ¢ KIA :edlE:000¢, 03059068[30 0demESMmId:nd

eg o% Lﬁw 33035 06c0nES $C MNDAA o%cr%g[:o

8&:8:c32084p:0d TNLA 6 o:oodac|opE:[du:ad: c[)meoeoooc

conm§d§§ ooecméoqp ecQ] PP 33 coch:?osr_, qe :08:00005¢ gpar: gp:§:§6

Q

[godB[§|2209¢E: 06emmEBO$E (BGF) 026 0Egp: mE:08$:q) AdSjeq: 80oE:[mbam

Page 1 of 46



Six people, including an ousted NLD MP, sentenced to life in prison

Three others, from Myanmar’s Shan state, received death sentences.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.07.14

National League for Democracy MP Petel Aung.
Facebook: Petel Aung

Myanmar's military has further cracked down on
National League for Democracy (NLD) members,
sentencing former Pehkone township NLD MP Petel
Aung and NLD members Lai Kyu and Maung Tat to life
in prison at the Loi-Lin District Court in the country's
southern Shan state last month.

Taung Lay Lone prison’s court also sentenced Phekone residents Maung Kown, Maung
Nyein and Joseph to death, the Progressive Karenni People Force (PKPF) told RFA on
Thursday.

Shan state shares a border with Kayah state where the Karenni Army fought for
independence until a ceasefire in 2012 and a further ceasefire three years later that only
lasted three months.

Fighting between the military and Karenni forces, helped by local People's Defense
Forces, has spilled over into Shan state and the PKPF has been monitoring junta activity
there, including the arrests of NLD politicians.

PKPF officials said the military council has not issued an official statement regarding the
sentences.

“There were two groups arrested. Petel Aung was in one group and Maung Kown was in
another. Petel Aung was arrested as a People’s Defense Force leader. Another group
member was arrested last year on charges of killing an army officer and two soldiers in
Phekone Township. The order was handed down last month, but we just found out,” said
a PKPF official.

He added that MP Petel Aung, Lai Kyu and Maung Tat were arrested in Nam San, in Shan
state on July 30, 2021. Maung Saung, Maung Nyein and Joseph were arrested in March
last year.

The arrested have been charged by the military council with illegal association, murder
and possessing illegal firearms.

“Maung Kown, Maung Nyein and Joseph were sentenced to death. They were convicted
under Section 302 (1) (b) of the Penal Code for murder,” said a source close to the court
who did not want to be named for safety reasons.

As of July 9, 117 people were facing trial and 140 had been sentenced to prison by the
military council in Shan state and Kayah State, according to the PKPF.
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There are 70 people facing trial at Taung Lay Lone prison, and 20 have been sentenced.

A total of 47 people are being held in Loikaw prison in Kayah state and 115 others are
serving their sentences, the statement said. Five of the convicts have been transferred to
Mandalay Obo Prison.

Calls to the military council spokesman by RFA went unanswered on Thursday.
Opponents of the military junta who were arrested in prison across the country have
been sentenced to long prison terms following the military coup on Feb. 1 last year.

According to military council data 114 people were sentenced to death by various
military tribunals in Yangon between February 1, 2021 and May 19, 2022. A total of 78
people were sentenced to between seven years and life in prison.

Legal experts have pointed out that the coup council is threatening the public with death
sentences and long prison sentences that are disproportionate to their crimes.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/six-people-including-an-ousted-nld-mp-
sentenced-to-liife-in-prison-07142022082642.html

Myanmar Military’s Proxy Political Party hit by Fresh Financial Scandal
By THE IRRAWADDY | 14 July 2022

After a senior member of the Myanmar military’s proxy Union Solidarity and Development
Party (USDP) recently revealed the details of a loan to the party’s spokesperson, the
controversy over how the USDP acquired its assets has come back into the spotlight.

The financial scandal has emerged just as the USDP is struggling with a rift over the party’s
future leadership, with the USDP divided into two camps — one which wants to bring down
current chairperson U Than Htay and the other loyal to him. The group seeking to oust U
Than Htay is stronger and is believed to be backed by junta chief Senior General Min Aung
Hlaing, who is planning for an election next year and may want to pick someone he trusts as
the next USDP chair, with the party set to play a crucial role if the coup leader is to achieve
his presidency dream.

Senior USDP member U Maung Myint from Sagaing Region’s Mingin Township said that
USDP spokesperson Dr. Nanda Hla Myint has taken out a two billion kyats (US$1.07 million)
loan from the party. U Maung Myint called the reckless lending a robbery. Even if the money
was lent through an official party decision, it was a decision to rob, said U Maung Myint.

At first glance, two billion kyats seems to be an enormous amount. To make a comparison,
the biggest prize in the state lottery was just 1.5 billion kyats before last year’s coup. But the
amount is less than two months expenditure for the USDP.

USDP central executive committee (CEC) member U Soe Naing told the press in 2015 that
the party’s monthly expenditure is 1.4 billion kyats.
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“If Ko Nanda Hla Myint can get that amount, how much will other [senior members] get?” a
member of the USDP CEC told The Irrawaddy.

While Dr. Nanda Hla Myint is a CEC member, there are some 300 people in the party
leadership who rank the same or higher than him.

When asked by The Irrawaddy how much he earns, the USDP CEC member replied that the
monthly allowance given by the party is enough for him.

“l don’t need to take out loans because | don’t do business. But Ko Nanda [Nanda Hla Myint]
does business and therefore he needs loans,” he said.

Dr. Nanda Hla Myint owns the Min Kyansit Construction Co, which was awarded a contract
to construct Aye Tharyar staff quarters in the Shan State capital Taunggyi under the former
USDP government. The then USDP government also provided his company with four billion
kyats in loans from the Shan State government’s regional development fund for the project.

USDP leaders have never revealed the party’s assets. The only way to assess them is by
looking at the party’s expenditures. The USDP’s assets are in state-owned property and
political privileges, entitlements that the party has enjoyed for many years since it was
founded by former dictator Senior General Than Shwe.

Earlier financial scandals

After Than Shwe became the de facto military ruler in 1992, he established the Union
Solidarity and Development Association (USDA) as a mass organization the following year.

The association was allowed to do business to fund regional development works aimed at
generating public support for his regime. The USDA formed the Myan Gon Myint Co, which
had interests in various businesses across the country.

The company engaged in gems and mineral mining, construction, agriculture, livestock, and
trading.

The leaders of USDA regional chapters competed with each other to try and impress Than
Shwe with their regional development undertakings, said a long-time USDP member who
was formerly involved with the USDA.

The USDA formed an economic steering committee. It was chaired by the prime minister
and its secretary was U Aung Thaung, who later became infamous as the most corrupt
official of Than Shwe’s regime. The position was the key for U Aung Thaung and his family to
open the door to a treasure trove, said the party member.

The current navy chief Admiral Moe Aung is a son of U Aung Thaung, and U Aung Thaung’'s
family has interests in various businesses including the United Amara Bank and construction.

Another key man in the USDA was U Htay Oo. Both he and U Aung Thaung were confidants
of Than Shwe. When the regime’s Communications Ministry sold SIM cards for one million
kyats each in the 1990s, half of the revenues went to the USDA, said a former USDA
member.
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Senior USDP official U Myint Swe (left), who is now the regime-appointed acting president
of Myanmar, seen in Yangon along with other USDP officials shortly before the 2015 general
election.

The association acquired numerous land plots in cities including Yangon and Mandalay as its
members are army commanders, ministers and mayors.

When the USDA was transformed into the USDP to take part in the 2010 general election,
the party acquired state-owned property for free from its predecessor, which enabled the
party to open offices across the country including in rural villages.

The USDP headquarters in Naypyitaw is a magnificent building sitting on vast land. The party
earned billions of kyats when it sold its old headquarters on University Avenue Road in
Yangon’s Bahan Township. Even the party leaders do not know where the money from the
sale of that property went.

U Aung Thaung said in a 2014 interview with the Myanmar Herald Journal that he didn’t
know about the sale. The building reportedly sold for 30 billion kyats, which U Aung Thaung
said was lower than the market price.

Another USDP CEC member said that U Htay Oo led the sale and that the cash from it was
spent on the USDP campaign for the 2015 general elections.

USDP benefits from state assets

After the USDP suffered an embarrassing defeat to the National League for Democracy
(NLD) Party in the 2015 general election, Myan Gon Myint Co was dissolved. But the party
continues to benefit from its assets.

The USDP earned 16 billion kyats alone within 12 years from the Myan Gon Myint Co-owned
X-ray system installed at the Asia World Port Terminal in Yangon for cargo screening,
according to a report from the Yangon Region’s Auditor-General Office under the NLD
government.

The report said that the Customs Department had to pay for it from 2006 to 2018.

Some region and state USDP Chief Ministers did not hand over regional development funds
worth billion of kyats to the NLD government after their party lost in the 2015 general
election.

The NLD government instructed U Phone Maw Shwe to return over three billion kyats which
was collected as taxation from small-scale oil producers in Magwe Region by the previous
region government.

Similar cases were reported in other regions and states and, according to a report from the
Union Auditor-General’s Office, four USDP regional governments had yet to return three
billion kyats by 2020.
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Justice for Myanmar, a group of activists formed to monitor the Myanmar military’s rights
violations, called ahead of the 2020 general election for an investigation into the USDP’s
exploitation of state-owned property.

“It is a great loss for Myanmar people that the USDP has acquired state-owned property and
is receiving benefits from it. It must be investigated and the party must be dissolved if it is
found that they broke the law,” said Ma Yadana Maung, the spokeswoman for Justice for
Myanmar.

At the time, USDP spokesman Dr. Nanda Hla Myint responded that it was a deliberate
attempt to smear the party’s image ahead of the 2020 poll.

The NLD won the 2020 general election, but the Myanmar military subsequently staged its
coup. The junta-appointed Union Election Commission has since audited the assets of
political parties, in August 2021, but has not officially released its findings.

But what is certain is that no other party will be as rich as the USDP. “The wealth of USDP is
impossible to estimate,” said a USDP CEC member.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-militarys-proxy-political-party-hit-by-
fresh-financial-scandal.html

Myanmar Junta Arrests Nine Striking Teachers Working for NUG Online School
By THE IRRAWADDY | 14 July 2022

At least nine striking teachers working for Kaung for You Education, an online school for
students boycotting junta schools, have reportedly been arrested since Wednesday, forcing
the school to temporarily close.

The arrests came after rumors spread that the school’s principal, Kaung Thaik Soe, was
arrested early Wednesday morning.

A post on Kaung for You’s Facebook page said that “Sayar Kaung [principal Kaung Thaik Soe]
was arrested”. However, the post was deleted around an hour later as his detention
couldn’t be confirmed. The Irrawaddy was also unable to confirm his arrest.

An officer known as ‘Captain Zero’ who defected from the military to join the civil
disobedience movement (CDM) said that five Kaung for You teachers personally known to
him were arrested on Wednesday.

He said the laptops of the five were confiscated during the arrests. Captain Zero added that
a teacher from Myittha Township in Mandalay Region was also arrested at around 8am
while teaching.

Captain Zero warned anyone else associated with the school to move, as well as not to post
on the school’s Facebook page as he suspected that it was no longer under the control of
the school’s authorities.
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The Basic Education Student Affairs’ Federation also confirmed the arrest of a Kaung for You
teacher in Kalaw, Shan State on Wednesday afternoon while she was teaching from her
home.

A Central Executive Committee member of the Federation told The Irrawaddy that they
have also received reports on Thursday of more arrests of teachers affiliated with Kaung for
You.

He said that the Federation can confirm two arrests on Thursday including a CDM teacher in

Moe Kaung, Kachin State who was arrested at her home by junta soldiers and police on
Thursday afternoon, and one teacher arrested in Tanintharyi Region.

Some unconfirmed reports also stated that over a dozen teachers had been arrested as of
Thursday afternoon.

Kaung for You Education, which is officially endorsed by the parallel National Unity
Government (NUG), teaches primary, middle and high school students. It has previously
attracted controversy for leaking the private information of students registered with the
school.

Several parents complained that they had subsequently received threatening phone calls
attempting to blackmail them for money.

The school responded by saying that it will upgrade its online security and will take action
against those who leaked the information.

On Thursday, NUG deputy minister of education Ja Htoi Pan wrote on her official Facebook
page that the education ministry is investigating the leak of students’ personal information
and that the Kaung for You administration team has already admitted to shortcomings in
management.

The deputy minister continued, “With the news of Sayar Kaung Thaik Soe being arrested,
some teachers were arrested. Arresting people for teaching is a violation of the right to
education and is inhumane,” said Ja Htoi Pan on her Facebook.

“Everyone has to be cautious now,” she added.

Kaung for You principal Kaung Thaik Soe was an assistant township education officer until he
joined the CDM following last year’s coup. He is also the leader of the Myittha Township
Education Strike.

Pro-junta Facebook accounts have threatened CDM teachers, parents and students with
arrest for defying military rule by refusing to attend or work in junta-run schools.

Kaung for You and other online schools providing free education are one of the few options
for students who boycott regime-run schools.

Students at Kaung for You were notified that the school is now temporarily closed.
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One parent whose son is registered with the school said she is worried for her family’s
security since she heard of the teachers being arrested.

“I am really worried. | didn’t sleep well last night when | heard the news of the teachers
being arrested. My younger daughter studies in another school under the NUG as well and |
worry we will be in danger,” she added.

Ja Htoi Pan said that the education ministry will issue a notice shortly to the public about
Kaung for You and will continue to work to ensure the security of online schools.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-arrests-nine-striking-teachers-
working-for-nug-online-school.html

Yangon on edge as security tightened amid wave of explosions

The latest attacks come amid increasing repression of peaceful protests against the regime
that seized power last year

Ko Cho | Published on Jul 14, 2022

Yangon residents say that Myanmar’s military has been on high alert in the city since
Tuesday following a series of explosions in several different townships.

Military vehicles were seen patrolling a number of areas on Wednesday, local sources said.
In Tamwe Township, junta forces were said to be conducting searches around Aung
Mingalar Street after a bomb was discovered there on Tuesday morning.

One Tamwe resident told Myanmar Now that trucks filled with soldiers had also been
spotted near the Yankin Centre shopping mall, northwest of where the bomb was found, as
well as in residential areas farther south.

“They were patrolling around Kyauk Myaung and Tamwe wards, but they also checked the
guest lists of households on 109th and 150th streets last night. We haven’t heard about any
arrests yet, though,” the Tamwe local said.

An urban guerrilla group calling itself the Yangon Liberation Force later released a statement
saying that it had planted the bomb near some military trucks, but decided not to detonate
it due to the presence of civilians.

Meanwhile, soldiers were also seen conducting searches in Sanchaung Township on
Wednesday morning after a hand grenade was thrown at a traffic police outpost under the
Myaynigone overpass the day before.

“l saw junta vehicles patrolling around the neighbourhood between 8am and 9 this
morning,” said one Sanchaung local.

There were also reports on social media of explosions in front of the Dagon Centre mall in
Myaynigone and at a park on 5th Street in Hlaing Tharyar Township. Two civilians were
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reportedly killed in these attacks, and seven injured, but Myanmar Now was unable to
confirm these reports.

On Tuesday, the Federal Liberation Army-Hlaing Tharyar, another urban guerrilla group
operating in Yangon, released a statement claiming that it had bombed the home of Zin Zin
Hlaing, the sister of coup regime leader Min Aung Hlaing. However, this could not be
confirmed.

Two other armed organizations, Special Nway Oo and God’s Hand Forces, also released
statements that they had attacked a traffic police outpost near the North Point Mall on Pyay
Road in Mayangone Township. No further information was available.

The latest attacks come amid increasing repression of peaceful protests against the regime
that seized power last year.

According to activist sources, more than 50 people were arrested in Yangon last month on
suspicion of taking part in flash mob protests.

According to the latest figures released by the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners,
at least 11,483 people arrested since last year’s coup remain in detention.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/yangon-on-edge-as-security-tightened-amid-
wave-of-explosions

Seized Sagaing Civilians Used by Myanmar Junta While Bomb Defused
By THE IRRAWADDY | 14 July 2022

Around 40 civilians were used as human shields by Myanmar’s regime forces while troops
defused a remote-controlled bomb laid by the People’s Defense Force (PDF) in Kantbalu
Township, Sagaing Region, on Tuesday.

Shwebo District resistance groups attempted to attack a junta checkpoint near Ngayant
Dine village in Kantbalu Township on Tuesday morning, said Taze Revolution Force (TRF),
which coordinated the ambush.

After finding the bomb, regime troops and allied Pyu Saw Htee militia members seized 40
civilians and used them as human shields to deter any detonation.

The civilian detainees were made to kneel near the bomb while regime troops defused it,
TRF said.

The group said it abandoned the bomb to avoid harming the civilians.

Hours later resistance groups ambushed the checkpoint again using mines that were not
discovered by the regime forces.

Four soldiers were killed and 12 injured, according to the TRF.
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After sustaining heavy casualties in ambushes and mine attacks by the resistance forces, the
regime’s forces frequently use civilian detainees and vehicles as shields in their operations
in Magwe, Sagaing regions and Chin, Shan and Kayah states.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/seized-sagaing-civilians-used-by-myanmar-junta-
while-bomb-defused.html

Crisis deepens for thousands in Pakokku displaced by junta raids

Months after being forced from their homes, many remain stranded in forests with
dwindling food supplies

Han Thit | Published on Jul 14, 2022

e Flames engulf the villages of Shar Du and Saing

Phyu after a raid by regime forces on July 8
(Supplied)

Residents of six villages located along the Yaw
River in Magway Region’s Pakokku Township are
facing growing hardships since coming under
attack by regime forces in recent months,
according to local sources.

At least 7,000 people from the villages of Myit Phyar, De Pyar, Taung Pa Lu, eastern Kan
Hpyu, Shar Du, and Saing Hpyu have been displaced by junta raids that began in April,
sources said.

Few have been able to return to their homes due to the military’s ongoing operations in the
area, according to a member of a local People’s Defence Force (PDF) group.

“They have to stay in the forests and can’t go home. They urgently need food and clothing,”
said the PDF member, who called himself Naga Gyi.

Many of the displaced have lost their homes to arson attacks. In Myit Phyar, which was
raided on April 8, a total of 106 houses were burnt to the ground by junta troops.

De Pyar, Taung Pa Lu, and eastern Kan Hpyu, which all came under attack on June 8, lost a
total of 215 homes, while 119 were destroyed in Shar Du and Saing Hpyu during raids that
took place on July 8.

According to Naga Gyi, junta soldiers and members of the military-backed Pyu Saw Htee
militia continue to loot homes that are still standing, making it impossible for their owners
to return.

One Myit Phyar resident who goes by the name of Ko Fatty said that rice and other basic
staples are in short supply and almost impossible to transport into the area.
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“We can still get vegetables, which grow along the river, but there’s almost no rice, oil or
salt. The military has blocked every way into and out of the region, and they search any
vehicle they see carrying more than a dozen or so sacks of rice,” he said.

A sign marks the entrance to Myit Phyar, a
village in Pakkoku Township that was attacked
by junta troops on April 8 (CJ)

The lack of shelter is also a problem that will
only worsen in the coming months as the rainy
season progresses, he added. This will also
deepen the villagers’ isolation and make it
harder for them to get supplies.

“The roads start to get really bad at this time of year, so soon it will be impossible to go
anywhere by car. We really don’t know what to do next,” said Ko Fatty.

He added that while the Pakokku PDF had donated some rice and oil, it wouldn’t last long
due to the overwhelming need.

Meanwhile, attempts to seek assistance from the shadow National Unity Government
(NUG) have been thwarted by the military’s ongoing attacks in the region.

“We submitted a list of houses that were destroyed [to the NUG] so that we could get
supplies for the displaced villagers, but the military keeps torching more,” Ko Fatty told
Myanmar Now.

The junta forces responsible for the attacks are stationed in Seik Kha Wa, a village located at
the foot of the Tan Kyi hill on the opposite side of the Ayeyarwady River from Bagan
Nyaung-U.

Regime soldiers have torched thousands of houses in parts of the country that have seen
the strongest resistance to the regime that seized power last year, including in Magway and
Sagaing regions and Chin and Karenni states.

According to the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, more than 750,000
people have been displaced by conflict since the coup.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/crisis-deepens-for-thousands-in-pakokku-
displaced-by-junta-raids

Myanmar Junta Troops Stationed at Offices and School Attacked in Chin State
By THE IRRAWADDY | 14 July 2022

Resistance forces in Kanpetlet Township, Chin State, attacked Myanmar junta troops at a
general administration department (GAD), education office and school on Monday and
Tuesday, inflicting casualties.
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The Chinland Defense Force (CDF) in Kanpetlet carried out a surprise attack on junta troops
at the township GAD on Monday. “We don’t know the casualties in Monday’s attack. But we
attacked junta troops at the education office and a school on Tuesday and killed two,” said a
CDF spokesman.

The fighting on Monday and Tuesday lasted about three hours. CDF leaders said they only
used light weapons to avoid civilian casualties.

The CDF said the attacks were in response to junta checks on town residents and the looting
of vacated houses.

Markets were closed in Kanpetlet on Wednesday and residents stayed in their homes.

A resident told The Irrawaddy on Wednesday: “Everyone is concerned as there were clashes
in the town for two consecutive days. There were no reports of civilian casualties. Residents
dare not go out. | have not seen junta troops patrolling today. Perhaps they are concerned
that they might be attacked.”

Last week resistance forces attacked junta troops in Kanpetlet. CDF guerillas attacked
Division 55 troops in the town on June 11 and 12 to deter junta reinforcements. The regime
reportedly suffered casualties.

The regime’s administrative mechanism has collapsed in Kanpetlet with resistance force
taking control of more than 90 percent of the township and the regime only controlling the
town. The CDF has also detained non-striking civil servants and sent them back to their
homes.

Resistance forces have established parallel administrations in the villages, said CDF leaders.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-troops-stationed-at-offices-and-
school-attacked-in-chin-state.html

Over 30 Regime Troops Reportedly Killed in Upper Myanmar
By THE IRRAWADDY | 14 July 2022

Over 30 Myanmar junta soldiers were reportedly killed in Kale Township, Sagaing Region
this week when a combined force of People’s Defense Forces (PDF), including ethnic Chin
resistance groups, attacked a military detachment for three days.

Clashes started on Monday when the resistance groups ambushed some 200 military regime
troops travelling the Kale-Falam road in the south of the township, according to Kale-PDF,
who coordinated the attacks.

The detachment was travelling to the town of Kale from a military base in Yangyi Aung
Village in the south of Kale Township.

An intense firefight between the junta troops and the PDFs broke out at Hakhalay Village for
several hours. Three regime soldiers were killed in the battle.
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One ethnic Chin resistance fighter, Salai Lal Biak San, 37, from the Chin National Defense
Force (CNDF) was killed, while another resistance member suffered minor injuries, said the
CNDF.

On Tuesday, the resistance groups continued to attack the regime detachment near Sitha
Village while they were heading to Kale along the Kale-Gangaw road. Five more junta
soldiers were reportedly killed in the ambush.

A child from a farm near the village was injured by regime heavy weapons, said Kale-PDF.

The next day, Wednesday, the junta detachment was attacked again near Tharyargone
Village. The PDFs said that they used landmines in the ambush and that more than 20
regime troops were killed in three hours of fighting. One Kale-PDF fighter was killed in the
clash.

On Wednesday afternoon, the junta detachment finally reached its base camp at Kale’s
Technological University.

Citing sources, Kale-PDF said that two trucks made eight trips to a cemetery in the township
to transport the bodies of the soldiers killed in the fighting.

On July 9 and 10, the same military detachment torched 35 houses and looted five houses in
three villages in Chin State’s Falam Township while they were travelling to Kale Township,
said the Chin National Organization, the political wing of the CNDF.

Regime forces are facing daily attacks from PDFs and ethnic armed organizations
nationwide.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/over-30-regime-troops-reportedly-killed-in-
upper-myanmar.html

PMF Pressures Waingmaw Residents To Accept Gold Mine

14th July 2022

Mali-N’mai Zup, or Myitsone at Tang Hpre
village, 2 miles from north of Myitkyina, the
capital of Kachin State.

The Gway Htu People’s Militia Force (PMF)
has been coercing residents to support its
gold mining operations in Waingmaw
Township, even though the majority of
people in the area in Kachin State are against it.

The PMF, which is under the Burma Army (BA), has been going door to door in Mali Yang
village to collect signatures from residents.
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”Laphai Nawng Awng, who represents them, has urged villagers to sign an agreement” on
gold mining in Dau Pan. He claims it’s better to take the money so they can keep their land
when the mining is finished, said a local who spoke to KNG on condition of anonymity.

Some villagers don’t know what to do, while others are against mining in the area.
Nevertheless, the armed group, called Lasang Awng Wah PMF by locals, has already started
mining six acres belonging to the Catholic and Baptist churches.

"They’ve already destroyed many land plots in our area,” says the source, explaining why he
and others are against mining.

”Gold mining will have a negative impact on livestock and agriculture in our village.”

Residents of Mali Yang, Awng Myin Tha, Tan Hpre, Kyein Khran Kha, Lon Garzup, Dum Gan,
Ah Lam, Au Byit and Lamongzup have also expressed their opposition to the gold mining.

The people of Dau Pan were relocated to make way for the Myitsone Dam under the
dictator Than Shwe. However, the Thein Sein government suspended the dam, which was
financed by China.

Since the coup almost two years ago, the PMF and Kachin investors have started mining
gold in the area with the approval of the military regime.

https://kachinnews.com/2022/07/14/pmf-pressures-waingmaw-residents-to-accept-gold-

mine/

AA says six civilians in its custody are military informants

An ethnic Khumi group has accused the Arakan Army of detaining 15 civilians from Paletwa
in southern Chin State

Nan Oo Nway | Published on Jul 14, 2022

The Kaladan River connects Paletwa, in southern
Chin State, to neighbouring Rakhine State (Relief
And Rehabilitation Committee for Chin IDPs)

The Arakan Army (AA) has denied detaining 15
civilians from southern Chin State’s Paletwa
Township, saying that it has only six military
informants in its custody.

Speaking to Myanmar Now on Wednesday, the group’s spokesperson, Khaing Thukha,
disputed claims by the Interim Khumi Affairs Coordination Council (IKACC) that it was
holding 15 ethnic Chin people captive.

“It’s not true that we are holding 15 Chin locals prisoners as implied in the IKACC's
statement. However, there are six locals who are in our custody for reasons that have
nothing to do with them being Chin,” he said.
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He was speaking in response to a statement released by the IKACC last Thursday, in which
the group, which represents the Khumi, a Chin ethnicity, called on the AA to immediately
release the civilians to “prevent unnecessary misunderstanding.”

“Investigations showed that the people who were captured were just regular civilians, who
were not important enough for the AA to hold them captive and interrogate them,” the
IKACC said in its statement.

According to Khaing Thukha, however, the six civilians currently in detention had been
acting as military informants prior to their arrest.

“We are only holding them prisoner because of the crimes they committed. All six of them
are military informants and we had to detain them as their actions put the security of our
organisation at risk,” he said.

He added that the six prisoners were being held under humane conditions and that those
who wanted to see them could do so by contacting the officer on duty for the area.

“Their families and friends are allowed to visit them. We haven’t imposed any restrictions in
this matter,” said Khaing Thukha.

Myanmar Now has not been able to see the list of 15 people that the IKACC claims were
captured or any details relating to the six that the AA has admitted to having in its custody.

While the AA has been capturing alleged military informants in Paletwa, the military has also
been arresting people that it suspects of having connections with the AA.

Tensions have been high between the junta and the AA in Paletwa Township since the two
sides clashed near Ah Baung Thar, a village about 6km west of the town of Paletwa, in June.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/aa-says-six-civilians-in-its-custody-are-military-
informants

Regime Collects Names In Mong Nai Township
By SHAN - July 14, 2022

A township council under the military regime in southern Shan State has been gathering
names to allegedly assemble People’s Defence and Red Cross teams.

Invitation letter from local authority in Mong Nai

A middle-aged man from Mong Nai Township, who
requested anonymity, said he suspects the People’s
Defence will eventually become a People’s Militia
Force.

"”So far, they haven’t given them any weapons,” he
said, and has no further information about this.
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Others said it had to do with the preparation of voter lists for the upcoming 2023 elections.

Another man from Mong Nai told SHAN that many people from other regions of the country
have settled in the township.

“They come from central Burma and live in the outskirts of Mong Nai town,” he said,
stressing that they aren’t road construction workers but move from village to village selling
carpets and maps. The number of thieves has dramatically increased in the town, he said.

The strangers live next to the Burma Army base in town and outside Mong Nai.
The Restoration Council of Shan State is also present in the township.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/25186

UK’s Top Diplomat in Myanmar Says Ordered to Leave by Junta
By THE IRRAWADDY | 14 July 2022

The Myanmar regime has increased its diplomatic isolation from the West by expelling a
British envoy to the country, with the chargé d’affaires ad interim at the British Embassy in
Yangon, Pete Vowles, being “forced to leave the country.”

Vowles tweeted on Wednesday that his time in the country had come to an abrupt end.

“Sad & sorry to have been forced by the junta to leave but glad we didn’t cave to pressure
to legitimize their brutal coup,” he writes in the tweet.

After being named Britain’s ambassador, Vowles took up his appointment in Myanmar in
August 2021 but did not present his credentials to the regime despite repeated requests
from the junta. He was locked out of the country from late February, when he left his
Yangon residence for regional consultations and was refused permission to re-enter. After
being stranded in Thailand for a few months, it is believed he was allowed to return to
Myanmar last month.

After London decided to downgrade Vowles’ title from ambassador to chargé d’affaires ad
interim, the State Administration Council (SAC), the regime’s governing body, formally
notified Britain in late April that it would not accept its designated envoy as chargé
d’affaires, but would consider alternative candidates. His title on social media was amended
earlier this year to “Head of British Embassy in Myanmar.”

Vowles also tweeted on Wednesday that he knew the British Embassy in Myanmar would
continue to stand up and do everything it can for the people of Myanmar “who want
nothing more than peace, freedom and justice.”

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/uks-top-diplomat-in-myanmar-says-ordered-to-
leave-by-junta.html
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SAC’s Chair meets with officials from the Russian Ministry of Defence to discuss ways to
enhance military-technical cooperation

PUBLISHED 14 JULY 2022| EMG

Chairman of the State Administration
Council (SAC) and the Commander-in-Chief
of the Defence Services, Senior General Min
Aung Hlaing, met with officials from the
Russian Ministry of Defence to discuss ways
to enhance military-technical cooperation,
announced the information team of the
State Administration Council on July 13.

The statement said that Senior General Min
Aung Hlaing, who is in the Russian
Federation, held a working meeting with officials of Ministry of Defence representing
Minister for Defence Army General Sergey Kuzhugetovich Shoigu, in the lobby of the
Ministry of Defence of the Russian Federation on the afternoon of July 11.

Joint Secretary of the SAC Lieutenant General Ye Win Oo, Commander-in-Chief (Air) General
Tun Aung, senior military officers from the Office of the Commander-in-Chief, U Lwin Oo,
Myanmar Ambassador to Russia and Brigadier General Moe Kyaw of the Myanmar Armed
Forces (Army, Navy and Air Force) attended the meeting, according to a press release from
the State Administration Council.

During the meeting, the two sides exchanged views on ways to enhance existing friendship
and military-technical cooperation between the two armies, to continue to participate in
defense capabilities competitions and exercises in Russia, on the political situation in
Myanmar and the cooperation between two countries and two armies in various fields.

After the meeting, the Chairman of the State Administration Council and the Commander-
in-Chief of the Defence Services and officials of the Ministry of Defence of the Russian
Federation exchanged badges and souvenirs, according to a press release from the State
Administration Council.

The Chairman and members of the State Administration Council visited the Russian Atomic
Corporation Rosatom State Corporations and the Russian State Space Corporation
Roscosmos and met with officials. He met and held talks with a delegation led by the
President of the Russia-Myanmar Friendship Association and delegation led by Mr Ivan
Polyakov, Chairman of the Russia-ASEAN Business Council at the Metropol Hotel in Moscow.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/sacs-chair-meets-with-officials-from-the-russian-
ministry-of-defence-to-discuss-ways-to-enhance
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NGOs call on S Korea to boycott ASEAN defence meet co-chaired by Myanmar, Russia

By Mizzima |

South Korea's Minister of National Defense Lee
Jong-sup speaks at the Shangri-La Dialogue summit
in Singapore on June 12, 2022. ROSLAN RAHMAN /
AFP

A total of 448 Myanmar and international NGOs
have called on the South Korean defence minister
to boycott the upcoming ASEAN Defense
Ministers’ Meeting-Plus Experts’ Working Group
on Counter Terrorism being co-chaired by the Myanmar junta and Russia.

Australia and New Zealand have said they would not take part in the 20-21 July meeting to
be held in Moscow.

Here is the letter released by the NGO calling for the boycott:
To: H.E. Jong-Sup Lee, Minister of National Defense, Republic of Korea

Re: Participation in the ASEAN Defense Ministers’ Meeting-Plus Experts’ Working Group on
Counter
Terrorism

14 July 2022
Your Excellency,

We, the undersigned 448 organizations from throughout Myanmar and the world, appeal to
you, as a representative of the Government of the Republic of Korea and the minister
responsible for Korea's defence engagement with ASEAN, to boycott the ASEAN Defence
Ministers’ Meeting-Plus Experts’ Working Group (ADMM-Plus EWG) on Counter Terrorism,
co-chaired by the Myanmar and Russian militaries. We welcome the decisions of Australia
and New Zealand to not participate in the upcoming meeting scheduled for 20 - 21 July in
Moscow, Russia. We welcome your government’s previous decisions to suspend all defence
exchanges with the Myanmar military and ban arms exports to Myanmar, as well as the
joint effort to call on other countries to halt the supply of arms to the Myanmar junta. We
further request that your immediate decision is consistent with past commitments by
boycotting the ADMM-Plus EWG on Counter Terrorism.

The Myanmar military has long committed international crimes under the pretext of
“counter terrorism”. The most egregious case was the Myanmar military’s 2017 genocide
against the Rohingya, which, according to the UN Independent International Fact-Finding
Mission on Myanmar, involved the launch of “clearance operations” that were supposedly
aimed at the “elimination” of the Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army. In reality, it involved the
murder, massacre, torture, rape and gang rape of Rohingya, forcing over 700,000 to flee to
Bangladesh under the guise of counter terrorism.
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The military’s abuse of anti-terrorism law and practices continued after its illegal coup
attempt. One strategy of the junta has been to attack democratic institutions and justify
ongoing atrocities by designating the National Unity Government (NUG), Committee
Representing Pyidaungsu Hluttaw (CRPH) and Peoples Defence Forces (PDFs) as “terrorists”.
In 2021, the Myanmar military used its cochair position of the ADMM Experts’ Working
Group to legitimize its illegal junta and to seek support for its terrorism designations against
the NUG, CRPH and PDFs. Its leadership of the group was also used as fodder for domestic
propaganda, with photos and details of the meetings featured prominently in military-
controlled media targeting a domestic audience.

Meanwhile in June 2022, the military junta announced a planned execution of four men,
including two respected democracy activists, for ungrounded allegations of terrorism —
rejecting a plea made by ASEAN Chair Prime Minister Hun Sen. Such actions demonstrate
the junta’s total disrespect of and unwillingness to implement ASEAN’s Five-Point
Consensus, which demands an immediate cessation of violence and a dialogue among all
parties concerned. The junta’s ongoing operations against civilians — including torture,
indiscriminate attacks, airstrikes and artillery shelling, burning of villages and looting — are
increasingly deploying new tactics of terror to commit widespread and systematic crimes
throughout the country. This is exemplified by the junta soldiers beheading and desecrating
unarmed civilians in Sagaing Region. These acts clearly constitute terror under international
and national law. A body responsible for such terror and gross atrocities is devoid of
legitimacy and is in no position to lead, nor participate, in the ADMM-Plus EWG on Counter
Terrorism.

The Working Group’s other co-chair, Russia, is similarly in no position to lead or participate
in ASEAN counter terrorism cooperation. Russia’s unprovoked invasion of Ukraine must be
condemned as an attack on democracy and violations of international law and norms. Since
its invasion, Ukraine has documented 15,000 suspected war crimes as of 31 May, and the
situation in Ukraine has been referred to the International Criminal Court by 43 State
Parties. The Ukrainian government has estimated that “at least tens of thousands” of
Ukrainian civilians were killed in the first 100 days of Russia’s invasion.

Since 24 February, at least one-third of Ukrainians have been forcibly displaced. Your
government’s announcement to tighten export controls of strategic items and block Russian
banks from international payment systems must be in line with your approach to the
Myanmar military junta.

Engagement with ADMM-Plus EWG on Counter Terrorism only emboldens the Myanmar
junta and Russia to continue committing international crimes. ASEAN Defence Ministers and
ASEAN-Plus Defence Ministers must take the principled step and refuse to attend the
upcoming ADMM-Plus EWG on Counter Terrorism. To allow the Myanmar junta and Russia
to engage in the ADMM-Plus EWG on Counter Terrorism is antithetical to the aims of the
meeting and will severely damage the reputation of the ADMM-Plus EWG and ASEAN. We
call on you to boycott the upcoming ADMM-Plus EWG on Counter Terrorism and take
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further actions to exclude the Myanmar junta and Russia from other ADMM meetings in
solidarity with the peoples of Myanmar and Ukraine.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/ngos-call-s-korea-boycott-asean-defence-meet-co-
chaired-myanmar-russia

Large haul of drugs seized in Myanmar
Source: Xinhua| 2022-07-14 | Editor: huaxia

YANGON, July 14 (Xinhua) -- Myanmar authorities seized 141.72 kg drugs in an anti-drug
operation in the northernmost Kachin state, according to the state-owned Myanma Alinn
newspaper.

Acting on a tip-off, a joint police force confiscated 16.72 kg heroin and 125 kg raw opium
worth over 560 million kyats (302,702 U.S. dollars) and arrested two suspects in Mohnyin
township on July 9, it said on Tuesday.

The anti-narcotic agents also seized 210 million kyats (113,513 dollars) worth of 60 blocks of
heroin weighing 21 kg along with one suspect in Muse township of Shan state on July 10,
the same newspaper reported on Thursday.

The suspects were charged under the country's law. Further investigations were underway,
it added.
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