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Myanmar Junta has Arrested Over 40 Lawyers Defending Political Detainees
By NORA AUNG | 11 July 2022

Myanmar’s military regime has arrested at least 10 more lawyers in the last two weeks who
are defending prominent National League for Democracy (NLD) figures and anti-regime
protestors, bringing the total number of lawyers detained since last year’s coup to at least
42.

In the most recent case, lawyers Ko Soe Tun Tun Zaw and Ma Aye Mya Yupar from the Tun
Law firm in Mandalay were arrested at their office on July 9.

“Their office is opposite Chanayethazan Township court. They were taken from there in
private cars,” a fellow Mandalay advocate, who requested anonymity for security reasons,
told The Irrawaddy.

He added that the whereabouts of the duo and reason for their arrest remain unknown.

Their detention came just a few days after two other lawyers from Mandalay, Aung Min Thu
and Daw Than Than Lwin, were arrested at their homes on July 2.

“They [arrested lawyers] are representing political detainees. | don’t know exactly why they
were arrested. Currently, they [regime forces] are targeting lawyers who represent political
detainees”, said the Mandalay advocate.

“Lawyers are being arrested continuously, so | have to be very cautious for my own safety,”
he added.

On June 29, lawyer Tin Win Aung, who is acting for ousted Mandalay Chief Minister and NLD
vice chairman Dr. Zaw Myint Maung in his trial for alleged corruption, his wife and fellow
lawyer Thae Su Naing and lawyer Thuta, who represent anti-regime protestors, were
arrested leaving Mandalay’s Obo Prison. Their whereabouts remain unknown.

In April, lawyer Ywat Nu Aung, who also represented Dr. Zaw Myint Maung, was also
arrested outside Obo Prison.

After weeks of interrogation at a military interrogation center, she was imprisoned and
charged under Section 50(j) of the Counter-Terrorism Law for allegedly financing a local
resistance group. If found guilty, she faces a jail sentence of from 10 years to life in prison,
as well as a fine.

As of July 8, around 40 lawyers have been arrested since last year’s coup, according to rights
group the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners (AAPP) which monitors detentions
and killings by the junta. Of them, over 30 lawyers remain behind bars and many have been
charged with incitement or terrorism.

In Yangon, three lawyers were arrested last week and they remain in the military detention
center, according to a Yangon advocate.

In June, three lawyers from Monywa, Moe Zaw Tun, Than Htun and Aung Chan Myae, all of
whom are representing detained NLD figures or anti-regime protestors, were also detained.
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Moe Zaw Tun was representing ousted Sagaing Region Chief Minister Dr. Myint Naing and
Monywa protest leader Wai Moe Naing. He was arrested on June 20 at his home. His
whereabouts and well-being is unknown.

An AAPP spokesperson told The Irrawaddy that arrests of lawyers are on the rise as the
regime wants to deter lawyers from assisting political prisoners.

“Successive regimes have always cracked down on those who assist political prisoners. For
them [regimes], those who assist their opponents are their enemies as well. It is yet more
proof that there is no rule of law in Myanmar,” the spokesperson added.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-has-arrested-over-40-lawyers-
defending-political-detainees.html

Myanmar junta sentences three UEC heads to prison

The three senior election officials, including UEC chair Hla Thein, have been in regime
custody since last year’s coup

Ko Cho | Published on Jul 11, 2022

——

Voters cast advance ballots ahead of the 2020
election (Myanmar Now)

The ousted chair of Myanmar’s Union Election

Commission (UEC) and two other senior election
[ officials have each been sentenced to three years
. in prison.

UEC chair Hla Thein, secretary Myint Naing, and
commission member Than Htay were sentenced
under Section 130a of the Penal Code last Thursday, according to court sources.

4

The charge is related to alleged violations of electoral laws during the 2020 general election,
which Myanmar’s military claimed was marred by massive voter fraud.

All three were tried by a special court inside Naypyitaw Prison. They have been in regime
custody since the military seized power in a coup on February 1 of last year.

Hla Thein, a 74-year-old former professor from Meiktila University, was appointed chair of
the UEC after the 2015 election, which the now-deposed ruling party, the National League
for Democracy (NLD), won in a landslide.

Myint Naing, who is also 74 years old, was also the UEC’s spokesperson. He joined the
commission prior to 2015 and had also served as a parliamentary advisor on legal matters.

According to Khin Maung Oo, a member of the new, junta-appointed UEC, the cases against
the three defendants were among 373 filed by the commission since last year’s military
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takeover. At a press conference held in Naypyitaw on July 1, he said that action had already
been taken in 369 cases.

Despite the military’s claims of widespread voter fraud, the UEC revealed earlier this year
that it had discovered just over 3,200 instances of double voting and other irregularities,
representing barely more than 0.1% of the votes cast in 2020.

The junta has also used its claims of a stolen election to lay charges against senior leaders of
Myanmar’s elected civilian government, including State Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi and
President Win Myint.

It has also imprisoned and fined a total of 2,173 local election workers for allegedly failing to
ensure that votes were cast and counted correctly.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-junta-sentences-three-uec-heads-to-
prison

Myanmar Junta Troops Raid Six Resistance Camps
By THE IRRAWADDY | 11 July 2022

Myanmar’s regime raids on six resistance camps in a week have left three rebel fighters
dead and many weapons have been lost.

Between June 29 and July 5, junta troops raided and destroyed people’s defense people’s
force (PDF) camps in Mandalay, Sagaing, Magwe, Tanintharyi and Ayeyarwady regions.

The Yaw Defence Force (YDF) Battalion 15 camp in Magwe Region was torched by junta
troops withdrawing from Chin State on June 29.

No YDF casualties were reported but weapons and ammunition and 11 motorcycles were
lost, worth around US$10,820, according to the YDF.

A member of Natogyi PDF in Mandalay was seized by junta troops during a camp raid on July
3. There was firing and the outgunned PDF retreated, leaving weapons and ammunition.

Bullets, grenades, an M9 gun, mobile phones and three motorcycles were lost, worth
around US$32,000, according to Natogyi PDF.

“The loss of weapons is costly because it is very difficult to buy arms. We are trying to
replace them,” said a Natogyi PDF representative.

Three members of Galon PDF, who were fighting with Kantbalu PDF in Sagaing, were killed
during a junta raid on July 4. Kantbalu PDF’s members left the camp when the soldiers
advanced, a representative told The Irrawaddy.

“Our comrades from Galon PDF from Tabayin came to help us but we didn’t repel the
soldiers. We left after planting mines around the camp,” they said.
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Some resistance forces have tried to rebuild new camps and others are using guerilla tactics.
The groups said they need more weapons and camp equipment, like tarpaulins.

“With little public support, it is difficult. We ask the public to support the revolution until
the end,” said Ko Kyaw Gyi of the YDF.

Regime troops continue to suffer heavy casualties around the country.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-troops-raid-six-resistance-
camps.html

At least six burned bodies found in Myanmar's Magway region village

More locals, junta troops and PDF members are believed to have been killed in fighting
around Myaing Township.

By RFA Staff | 2022.07.11

Smoke rises from Kyauk Kwat village in Myaing
township after junta troops torched homes last
week. We Love Myaing

Two days of fighting between junta troops and
People’s Defense Forces (PDFs) in central
Myanmar's Magway region ended with the
grisly discovery of charred bodies scattered

across a village.

Locals told RFA that at least six burned corpses were found in the remains of Sue Win
village in Myaing township on Friday. They said they believed there were more victims as
the body parts had been scattered. The corpses were so badly burned they could not be
identified.

“There were more than six bodies,” said a local, who declined to be named for safety
reasons. “They were not burned in one place. There were many bodies. They were found
in four places.”

Battles between junta forces and local militia groups began on Friday and continued the
next day. Locals told RFA they believed the military council had burned the bodies along
with four houses and they think the dead are a mixture of locals and PDF

members. However, since the bodies have not yet been identified, it is not yet known if
junta forces were among the dead. Some of the bodies were wearing bulletproof vests
and army boots, with scarves tied around their necks in the military style indicating the
military was trying to cover up its own casualties. Local junta Capt. Soe Win is believed to
be among the dead.

“The bodies were brought here in a vehicle,” said a local PDF member. “There were more
than seven or eight bodies including those killed in the fighting on the way to our village.”
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The military council has not released any information on the discovery of the bodies and
calls to a spokesman by RFA on Monday went unanswered.

Ongoing battles between junta troops and the PDFs have left thousands homeless in
Myanmar’s second largest region. On June 15 troops torched more than 3,000 houses in
one township.

Locals in Myaing township say residents of more than ten villages in the area have fled
from the military council’s scorched-earth operations.Figures from Data for

Myanmar show that 22 people had been killed in Magway between February last year
and the end of April 2022 but more up to date figures are not available. D4M also
reported last month that troops had torched more than 3,000 houses in Magway in the
first 16 months following the coup.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/at-least-six-burned-bodies-found-in-magway-
region-village-07112022054546.html

Myanmar junta troops accused of killing civilians and destroying oil wells in Magway

Locals say the military is targeting sources of financial support for anti-regime resistance
forces

Maung Shwe Wah | Published on Jul 11, 2022

Black smoke rises from an oil well that was set on
fire in Magway’s Myaing Township (Supplied)

The leader of a resistance group in Magway
Region’s Myaing Township says that junta troops
active in the area have killed six civilians and set
fire to around 100 oil wells in recent days.

Lat Yar, the commander of the Myaing People’s
Defence Force (PDF), said that six bodies were
found in the village of Su Win on Friday morning.

“There were two in the middle of the village, and four more on its western edge. We still
don’t know who they were,” he said, adding that injuries on the victims’ bodies suggested
that their heads and faces had been beaten with military helmets.

He also said that four houses had been set on fire in Su Win, which is near the site of a day-
long clash that took place last Tuesday.

Twelve junta soldiers and two PDF members were killed in the fighting, he told Myanmar
Now.

According to a spokesperson for the Myaing PDF, the military burned the bodies of the dead
soldiers inside the village.
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“I was told that they piled up the bodies inside a house and then set it on fire. All that was
left of them was some bones,” he said.

The junta soldiers were based in the nearby village of Kyauk Khwat. A column of around 80
reinforcement troops is currently on its way there, said Lat Yar.

Thousands of villagers living in the area have fled since July 2 amid fears of raids by regime
forces, according to locals.

The affected villages are Kyauk Khwat, Su Win, Wei Taung, Thayet Kan, Yae Khar, Nei Thet,
Tae Gyi, Taung Yoe, Wet Pho, Nyaung Pin Zauk, Mhan Yin, Ma Gyi Kan and Nan Taw Yar,
sources said.

Junta troops torched four houses in Su Win,
where resistance forces also discovered six
dead civilians on July 8 (Supplied)

Most residents of the region make a living by
operating hand-dug oil wells, around 100 of
which have reportedly been torched since
last week in a bid to cut off funding for
resistance groups.

Other businesses have also been targeted for
the same reason, local residents said.

According to Data for Myanmar, the military has destroyed at least 3,000 houses in Magway
Region, including 742 in Myaing Township, since last year’s coup.

Myanmar’s military junta has denied targeting civilians or their property, despite almost
daily reports of killings and the destruction of homes and businesses by regime forces.

Reporters invited to attend regular press conferences held by the junta’s spokesperson,
General Zaw Min Tun, routinely avoid asking questions about accusations of military
atrocities.

Speaking to reporters on July 1, he announced that the regime had plans to create a new
civilian “security force” as part of its efforts to “eradicate the PDF.”

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-junta-troops-accused-of-killing-
civilians-and-destroying-oil-wells-in-magway

Resistance Attack on Outpost Kills Around 35 Myanmar Junta Troops in Sagaing
By THE IRRAWADDY | 11 July 2022

Around 35 Myanmar junta troops, including a major, were reportedly killed by the Ka-chin
Independence Army (KIA) and resistance groups during an attempted nighttime raid on a
police outpost in Indaw Township, Sagaing Region, on Sunday.
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The outpost in Mae Sar village, 18km south of Indaw, was targeted at 3am, according to
Indaw Revolution, the media wing of Indaw People’s Defense Force (PDF).

“Our raid intended to seize the police outpost as we thought there were only 30 troops
there. But there were around 100, including police and Pyu Saw Htee militia mem-bers, with
strong bunkers,” an Indaw Revolution member told The Irrawaddy on Mon-day.

During five hours of fighting, resistance forces breached and destroyed many bunkers but
failed to occupy the outpost, the group said.

Ko Win Liwn Oo, 19, a PDF member, was killed and three others injured. A teenage resident
was also killed.

The group estimated that around 30 soldiers, police and pro-regime militia members were
killed.

The PDF representative said 10 regime funerals, including one believed to be for a major,
were held in Kantbalu Township, Sagaing Region, after the bodies were trans-ported by
military helicopter.

The resistance forces also attacked around 30 regime reinforcements heading to the
outpost on Sunday morning.

In the ambush, five more junta troops were also killed, said the PDF spokesman. A private
fuel truck was burned after being trapped in the shootout but the drivers es-caped.

The Irrawaddy was unable to independently confirm the military casualties.

Junta forces face attacks and ambushes from PDFs and ethnic armed organizations across
the country nearly every day.

The regime forces are committing atrocities, arbitrary arrests, killings, massacres, burning
alive and using civilians as human shields and carrying out air raids and shelling residential
areas and looting and burning houses, especially in Chin, Kachin, Shan, Kayah, Mon and
Karen states and Magwe, Mandalay and Sagaing regions.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/resistance-attack-on-outpost-kills-around-35-
myanmar-junta-troops-in-sagaing.html

Junta Watch: Coup Leader Says Military Still Needed in Politics; Another ASEAN Snub, and
More

By THE IRRAWADDY | 9 July 2022
Min Aung Hlaing repeats ‘military as guardian’ line

Offering a view that is the complete opposite of that held by the Myanmar people, junta
chief Min Aung Hlaing said during a meeting with military personnel and their families in
Pulaw Township, Ayeyarwady Region on Monday that the Tatmadaw (Myanmar’s military)
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must continue to take a leadership role in the country’s politics and maintain its oversight
position as the “guardian” of the country.

The junta chief said the military’s role in politics was necessary for the sake of peace and
stability. But everyone knows the Tatmadaw’s real motivation—to maintain its absolute grip
on power. Min Aung Hlaing has been working on switching the country to a proportional
representation (PR) system for the next election, which the regime plans to hold next year,
after the National League for Democracy won landslide victories in both elections held
under the first-past-the-post system.

The PR system makes it much harder for popular parties to secure a large number of seats in
the legislature, thereby enabling the military—whose appointees are already guaranteed 25
percent of seats in the legislature under the army-drafted 2008 constitution—to “lawfully”
take control of Myanmar’s political stage.

Soe Win’s call for “free and fair’ election a sick joke

Deputy junta chief Soe Win addresses a meeting on
voter registration on July 4, 2022.

Amid serious doubts over the integrity of the
general election the regime plans to hold next year,
junta No. 2 Soe Win on Wednesday called for timely
implementation of a process that can ensure a “free
and fair” election, while attending a meeting of the
regime-appointed Union Election Commission (UEC)
el LN on voter registration.

Soe Win was briefed by UEC chairman U Thein Soe, Home Affairs Minister Lieutenant-
General Soe Htut and Immigration Minister U Khin Yi on the work being done to ensure the
accuracy of voter lists.

Ex-Major General U Thein Soe oversaw the 2010 general election, which was widely
criticized as being rigged in favor of the military’s proxy Union Solidarity and Development
Party. As the chairman of the junta-appointed electoral body, he scrapped the results of the
2020 general election, from which the NLD emerged the winner.

U Khin Yi, who served as the police chief under the previous military regime, organized pro-
military rallies ahead of the military coup in 2021. Lt-Gen Soe Htut was appointed Home
Affairs Minister by Min Aung Hlaing long before the coup.

It is not surprising that Myanmar people and the international community have no trust in
the integrity of an election to be organized by such persons.

“l think there’s no chance it could be free and fair,” US State Department Counselor Derek
Chollet said on June 11 about the planned election.

Myanmar junta barred from (another) ASEAN summit
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Myanmar regime Foreign Minister Wunna Maung
Lwin and the ASEAN Chair’s Special Envoy on
Myanmar Prak Sokhonn in Naypyitaw on June 30.
/ MOFA

For the fifth time, the Myanmar military regime
has been excluded from an international meeting.
Once again it’s Foreign Minister Wunna Maung
Lwin who's been snubbed; the minister has been
barred from attending the upcoming foreign ministers’ summit of the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)—of which Myanmar is a member—in Cambodia. Last
month India declined to invite him to its meeting with ASEAN foreign ministers.

The exclusion is another major diplomatic blow to the junta, which has been desperate for
international recognition as the legitimate ruler of the country since its coup last year.

Junta chief Min Aung Hlaing was excluded from the regional summit in October and the US-
ASEAN Special Summit in Washington last month. Foreign Minister Wunna Maung Lwin was
also barred from the bloc’s foreign ministers meeting in February this year.

The exclusions came after the regime’s failure to implement the bloc’s peace plan for
Myanmar, which has been in social and political turmoil since last year’s coup.

China’s top diplomat can’t find time for junta chief

—_—— @ Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi (third

from left) and foreign ministers from
Mekong region countries attend the 7th
Lancang-Mekong Cooperation Foreign
Ministers’ Meeting in Bagan, Myanmar. /
FMPRC

"Solidarity For Peace and Prosperity"”

THE 7*" MEKONG-LANCANG COOPERATION
FOREIGN MINISTERS' MEETING

“July

BAGAN,

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi left
Myanmar this week without meeting junta
chief Min Aung Hlaing, who counts China as one his few allies after the world denounced
him for last year’s coup and subsequent bloody crackdowns.

Wang, the most senior Chinese diplomat to visit Myanmar since the takeover, was in the
country for three days, mainly to co-chair the 7th Lancang-Mekong Cooperation Foreign
Ministers’ meeting. But his failure to meet with Min Aung Hlaing was a huge embarrassment
for the latter who craves visits from foreign dignitaries as a form of recognition for his junta.

But don’t make the mistake of thinking that Beijing is suddenly concerned about
international opinion, or sensitive to criticism from the Myanmar people, who detest China
for its support to the junta. While he failed to meet with Min Aung Hlaing, Wang told his
Myanmar counterpart that Beijing would “support Naypyitaw in safeguarding the country’s
legitimate interests, as well as its national dignity on international occasions.” It seems safe
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to say that Beijing’s support for the regime is motivated by a desire to protect its strategic
and economic interests in Myanmar, whatever the cost.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/specials/junta-watch/junta-watch-coup-leader-says-military-
still-needed-in-politics-another-asean-snub-and-more.html

Intruding Myanmar fighter jet incident highlights brutal war against Karen

By Mizzima | 10 July 2022

Myanmar junta fighter jets perform during a
ceremony to mark the 75th anniversary of the
country's Union Day in Naypyitaw on Feb. 12.
Photo: AFP

When a Myanmar air force fighter jet roared over
Tak Province in Thailand last month, prompting
the Thais to scramble jets and sending emergency
calls for Thai schoolkids to take cover, the
Myanmar junta’s war on the Karen people was briefly exposed to the world.

The incident was short-lived and the Myanmar junta apologized to the Thai government.

But what is largely a hidden war - diligently covered by independent media and through
social media - was now very much out in the open, if only briefly.

EMBATTLED KAREN

The Myanmar junta is fighting a brutal war with artillery, fighter jets and helicopter gunships
against the minority Karen people, an onslaught that ratcheted up in the wake of the
Myanmar generals’ illegal power grab in February 2021.

In the most recent spat, fierce fighting erupted between the Myanmar military and the
combined forces of the Karen National Defense Organization (KNDO) and the Karen
National Liberation Army (KNLA) after a military outpost near the Myawaddy township was
attacked on 26 June, the International Karen Organization (IKO) reports.

The fighting that saw a Myanmar fighter jet intrude into Thai airspace is the latest in a string
of clashes that have broken out. In addition, bullets fired by Myanmar fighter jets attacking
Thae Baw Bo Village in Myanmar’s Myawaddy District — killing three villagers- hit houses and
a car across the border in Thailand on 1 July, according to Thai news agencies, prompting
further angst among the Thai authorities.

Thae Baw Bo Village is near to the Myanmar-Thailand border in the Wale Myaing area of
Karen (Kayin) State, just south of Myawaddy Township in territory controlled by the Karen
National Union (KNU) 6th Brigade.

While both the Thai and Myanmar governments appeared keen to play down the incidents
infringing on Thai territory, they highlight the bitter battles for territory and control

Page 11 of 58


https://www.irrawaddy.com/specials/junta-watch/junta-watch-coup-leader-says-military-still-needed-in-politics-another-asean-snub-and-more.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/specials/junta-watch/junta-watch-coup-leader-says-military-still-needed-in-politics-another-asean-snub-and-more.html
https://www.mizzima.com/author/mizzima

between the Myanmar junta and Ethnic Armed Organizations (EAQ) in Karen State, a
resumption of Naypyitaw’s long-standing gripe against the Karen.

BROKEN PEACE

Relatively peaceful eastern Myanmar witnessed the first air strikes in 20 years on 27 March
2021, after a Myanmar army post was overrun near the border in an incident that claimed
10 lives, IKO reports.

Over the last three months, clashes have intensified, driving thousands of Karen villagers to
attempt to take shelter in the forests or cross the river border into Thailand.

Karen State has suffered from more than 60 years of conflict between successive military
regimes and the Karen National Union (KNU) which has left about 90,000 refugees, mostly
ethnic Karen, in camps on the Thai side of the border. The Karen make up about 5 million of
Myanmar’s 54 million population and are the third largest ethnic group after the Bamar and
Shan. While the majority of Karen, also known as Kayin, are Theravada Buddhists, about 15
per cent are Christians.

DIVIDE & RULE

Myanmar junta forces are stretched. The military are pressed on a number of fronts across

the country, both in ethnic and Bamar-majority areas, and are seeking to help maintain the
neutrality of some ethnic groups — such as the Wa and the Shan — while hammering groups

like the Karen armed groups not willing to bow to the junta’s recent divide-and-rule “peace’
narrative.

7

Junta forces have been increasing their assaults in Karen State, firing artillery shells into
villages, arresting and killing civilians and burning homes in the region, according to the IKO.

At least 200,000 people have already been displaced in Karen State alone over the last year
and they are in desperate need of food, medicine and shelter amid the military’s blockade
of humanitarian supplies, according to aid groups. What photos are released show families
hiding out in the forests and hills, or camped out on the Myanmar-Thailand border.

Karen communities around the world have called for sanctions against Myanmar companies
involved in the supply of aviation fuel to the military and sanctions to stop international
companies from being involved in any aspect of aviation supplies.

The situation in Karen State appears to matter to the generals in Naypyitaw. According to
journalist and security analyst Anthony Davis, writing in Asia Times, what can be clearly
stated is the role of ethnic armies — Karen, Kachin, Chin and Kayah — around the national
borderlands will be critical for the junta.

Analyst Davis suggests the Myanmar military is feeling the heat on a number of fronts,
particularly with a slew of People’s Defence Forces increasing their attacks, and working
with some ethnic armed groups.
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Maintaining military base footholds in Karen State clearly matters to the junta, particularly
in an area that includes an economic corridor with Thailand through Myawaddy and Mae
Sot.

Since 24 June, the Myanmar military have been aggressively increasing their assaults, firing
artillery shells into civilian villages, arresting, killing, and using civilians as human shields, IKO
reports. Long range artillery is used indiscriminately, a violation of international law. Attacks
have taken place in five districts of Kawthoolei (Karen land), Doo Tha Htu, Kler Lwee Htu,
Mutraw, Ternawtheri and Dooplaya.

TOO LITTLE, TOO LATE

The IKO in a recent statement said it “believes the international community is doing too
little too late to respond to the crisis. The response is too slow both in terms of responding
to the humanitarian crisis and in imposing targeted sanctions to limit the ability of the
Burmese military to carry out attacks.”

The IKO points out that airstrikes are a constant reality in Dooplaya, Karen State. IKO said
“the Burmese military are using drones on a daily basis to identify targets, including civilian
targets and IDPs.”

With more than a million people now displaced and in need of aid (throughout Myanmar),
cuts to aid budgets must be reversed and instead increased significantly beyond pre-coup
level, the NGO says.

“Donors must also change their approach on how aid is delivered, being prepared to fund
cross border aid through community organisations and working with informal civil society
groups throughout the country. Unreasonable sourcing and reporting requirements, which
are impossible to meet in conflict zones and place unnecessary burdens on civil society
organisations must be removed,” IKO says.

While the Myanmar air force may take more care to avoid its jets entering foreign airspace,
following the recent embarrassing incident, there is little to indicate bombing runs over
Karen State will drop any time soon.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/intruding-myanmar-fighter-jet-incident-highlights-brutal-
war-against-karen

Thailand Could Revisit its Myanmar Policy
By ASHLEY SOUTH | 11 July 2022

Thailand has unique national security concerns in relation to Myanmar. The State
Administrative Council is not a credible or reliable security partner. Following the February
2021 coup, Myanmar’s junta has been unable to consolidate effective power while anti-
regime forces have proved resilient and are growing in strength.

Border relations
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For centuries, Thailand had informal relations with communities along its borders. These
have included armed groups and their political wings. Thailand has received refugees for
decades from regional wars and civilian victims from Myanmar.

During the Cold War, the Thai security authorities turned a blind eye towards, and
sometimes quietly supported, insurgent groups in Laos, Cambodia and Myanmar. Since the
late 1990s though, Thailand has pursued a regional policy of turning battlefields into
marketplaces.

Former Thai prime minister and architect of the victory against communism, the late
General Chatchai Choohaven, built a mercantilist foreign policy which saw Bangkok establish
constructive relationships with internationally recognized governments in neighboring
countries. Regional elites have sometimes combined business interests with astute
geopolitical balancing.

This policy has been relatively successful for Thai relations with Cambodia, Vietnam and
Laos — and it seemed to be paying off in Myanmar. But no longer.

Thailand has security interests with Myanmar which are not necessarily shared by
international partners.

It needs pragmatic policies for Myanmar, which work in the interests of national, economic
and social security.

Before the coup, it was reasonable for Thailand to pursue regular bilateral relations with
Myanmar. With both countries in ASEAN, the relationship was arguably less problematic
than at any time since the Second World War and there was less armed conflict along the
border.

All of this changed after the 2021 coup. Key victims were the minority communities
internally displaced along the borders and those seeking to enter Thailand as migrant
workers. There are around 3 million migrant workers from Myanmar in Thailand and well
over 100,000 mostly ethnic minority refugees.

Myanmar’s junta is widely regarded as illegitimate and illegal.

More than 2,000 citizens have been killed by the regime plus untold numbers in ethnic
minority areas, caught up in the renewed civil wars.

In almost all 320 townships, people’s defense forces (PDFs) have emerged. These are
diverse with some aligned to the civilian National Unity Government, some working with
long-established ethnic armed organizations (EAOs) and others operating independently.

Around 12 EAOs control significant amounts of territory and provide administration and
other services to large populations.

Major groups include the Karen National Union, New Mon State Party, Karenni Nationalities
Progressive Party (KNPP) and Restoration Council of Shan State. They have extensive
governance systems and deliver health, education and other services, which are often the
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only assistance available to vulnerable and displaced communities. This is extremely
important for Thailand.

Options amid uncertainty

Covid has shown how vulnerable the world is to diseases. Such threats are likely to increase
in the context of climate change. Thailand has legitimate concerns that regional conflicts
could have negative impacts on the kingdom.

From 2010 until the 2021 coup, it made sense for Thailand to support stabilization in
Myanmar through bilateral ties with its governments and military.

But the junta has failed to suppress dissent and consolidate power. It controls key towns
and cities and large rural stretches. But the regime has lost its grip on large areas and is
using battlefield weapons and airstrikes against civilians.

Some EAOs and their poorly armed PDF allies have pushed the junta back.

Large areas of Kayah State are controlled by the Karenni Nationalities Defence Force and
KNPP.

In Sagaing and Magwe regions, PDFs hold territory despite junta onslaughts. Although the
numbers are disputed, resistance groups claim to have killed thousands of soldiers.

At least 3,000 troops and many hundreds of police officers have defected.

Myanmar’s air force attacks civilians and its jets encroached upon Phop Phra district in the
Thai province of Tak earlier this month. Thailand continues to suffer from the junta’s
appalling mistreatment of citizens, which drives further refugees across the border.

Scenario building
It seems likely that the conflicts in Myanmar will drag on for some time.

There is much passion among the opposition, especially younger people, and it is impossible
to see the PDFs and EAOs surrendering or being defeated.

Neither side is willing or able to negotiate. Even if junta leader Min Aung Hlaing was
replaced, it is unlikely the regime would be willing to lose face by relinquishing power.

Min Aung Hlaing may force “elections” in August 2023. However, voting will be impossible
across huge swathes of the country and the polls will lack all legitimacy and credibility.

Myanmar has returned to the pariah status of the 1990s with a collapsing economy and
widespread insurgency. This will expose Thailand to continued threats and instability.

Thailand can no longer engage exclusively with the regime in Naypyidaw. It might be better
to resume its buffer-zone policy. Under this system of patronage, Thailand would informally
support para-state entities, under the authority of the EAOs, as border partners.

The EAOs could cooperate in mitigating cross-border health threats and cooperate in
maintaining security.
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With the right support, border entities could also support the Thai economy. By regulating
the arrival of migrant workers, Thailand could benefit greatly.

Joint commercial activities are feasible and could be mutually beneficial.

Such a rethink would not require Thailand to formally change existing policies. Engagement
with the junta would no doubt continue, perhaps at a more cautious diplomatic level,
reflecting the regime’s shameful abuse of ASEAN. Relations with the EAOs and other groups
could remain informal.

For centuries it has been in the interests of Thailand to cultivate constructive relations with
the communities which have guarded its western border.

Many of these people are now suffering terribly. The United Nations calculates that at least
750,000 people have been displaced since the coup.

Many face acute physical and food insecurity, and a crisis in health and education provision
with a large proportion of these people near the Thai border.

These humanitarian needs can be met by aid organizations if they have access to the
international donor community. Thailand has merely to open the door.

Thailand has a long-standing Buddhist humanitarian tradition, which has included protecting
vulnerable people from Myanmar. Thailand has an opportunity to rebuild its image among
the young people who are Myanmar’s future leaders.

In supporting them now, Thailand will be investing in relationships that could last for
decades.

Such a strategy need not be costly. By allowing organizations to help people in the border
areas, Thailand can help ensure their good health and security. This will significantly
mitigate the impact on Thailand of armed conflict in Myanmar.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/comment/thailand-could-revisit-its-myanmar-
policy.html

Observers say inclusive dialogue unlikely in Myanmar without added pressure on junta

But even with talks, they say stakeholders are too far apart to find common ground.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.07.11

' ! Association of Southeast Asian Nations Special
Envoy to Myanmar Prak Sokhonn (C) arrives in
Yangon, June 29, 2022. Ministry of Foreign Affairs
and International Cooperation - Cambodia

A

Myanmar’s junta is unlikely to sign off on an all-
inclusive dialogue to resolve the country’s
political crisis unless additional pressure is
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applied, observers said Monday, following calls by both the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN) and China to allow all stakeholders to the negotiating table.

But sources in Myanmar told RFA Burmese that even if all sides of the political spectrum
were represented at talks, compromise would be difficult because of how far apart their
views are on how the country should be governed.

“It could happen if more international and domestic pressure mounted,” political analyst
Than Soe Naing said of the likelihood of all-inclusive talks.

“Under the present circumstances, when [the junta has] some control over the country,
they do not seem interested.”

Than Soe Naing noted that the junta is adamant about maintaining Myanmar’s 2008
Constitution, which grants the military 25 percent of parliamentary seats, giving it an
effective veto on constitutional reform. The country’s shadow National Unity
Government (NUG) and People’s Defense Force (PDF) paramilitary group say they will
only negotiate with the junta if it completely withdraws from politics.

“They would have to reconcile that and | don't think it will be easy. So | think [all-inclusive
talks are] unlikely at the moment,” he said.

Additionally, Than Soe Naing said, there is nobody who can represent the deposed
National League for Democracy (NLD) at negotiations with the junta because all of the
party’s top officials were arrested in the aftermath of the military’s Feb. 1, 2021 coup.

The military claims voter fraud led to a landslide victory for Aung San Suu Kyi’s NLD in the
country’s November 2020 election. The junta has yet to provide evidence of its claims
and has violently suppressed nationwide protests calling for a return to civilian rule,
killing 2,076 people and arresting 14,544 over the last 17 months, according to the
Bangkok-based Assistance Association for Political Prisoners.

Junta chief Snr. Gen. Min Aung Hlaing agreed to pursue talks with all of Myanmar’s
stakeholders following an emergency ASEAN meeting on the situation in the country in
April 2021, but has yet to do so. Calls for such a dialogue were reiterated by ASEAN
Special Envoy for Myanmar Prak Sokhonn during his June 29-July 2 trip to Myanmar and
again, days later, by Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi during a meeting with his junta
counterpart Wunna Maung Lwin.

On Sunday, U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken Thailand along with ASEAN members
and China to push the junta to end violence against its people and follow through on its
pledge at last year’s ASEAN meeting, following a meeting in Bangkok with Prime Minister
Prayuth Chan-o-cha.

‘Up to the people’

Nai Than Shwe, a spokesman for the Mon Unity Party (MUP) who met with Sokhonn
during his visit, told RFA on Monday that the junta must have a desire for dialogue if all-
inclusive talks are to take place.

Page 17 of 58



“If the junta takes the initiative, anything is possible. But it’s up to the junta whether or
not a dialogue will happen,” he said.

An abbot of the Mandalay Sangha Union of Buddhist monks told RFA that ASEAN and
China are advocating for all-inclusive talks in the hopes of a return to the status quo in
Myanmar.

“The dialogue that both ASEAN and China are pushing for is, in short, nothing more than
a return to quasi-military rule we used to have before the coup,” he said, speaking on
condition of anonymity.

“However, the kind of negotiations called for by the NLD cannot end there. If they do, the
people will not accept it.”

He noted that the military, the NUG, and the PDF have all said they have no interest in
negotiations, “so it is up to the people to make it happen.”

A spokesman for the anti-junta People’s Defense Battalion No. 2 in Mon state’s Thaton
township, who also declined to be named, echoed the abbot’s suggestion that the people
of Myanmar must push for an all-inclusive dialogue.

“Most of our PDF units ... do not want discussions or negotiations with them,” he said.

“Given our military momentum and the participation of the people, as well as growing
international pressure, we have no reason to discuss anything with them at this time.
They are actually looking for a way out ... But if the people want us to do it, we will do it.”

Junta Deputy Information Minister Maj. Gen. Zaw Min Tun had earlier told RFA that the
junta would not hold talks with those facing trial or with the NUG and PDF, who it has
labeled “terrorists.” However, following the visits of the ASEAN and Chinese envoys, he
told the BBC in an interview that “nothing is politically impossible.”

The NUG is adamant that it will not hold talks with the junta. Attempts by RFA to contact
Kyaw Zaw, a spokesman for the office of NUG President Duwa Lashi La, for comment on
the shadow government’s latest position went unanswered Monday.

Translated by Khin Maung Nyane. Written in English by Joshua Lipes.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/dialogue-07112022220755.html

NUG claims Myanmar junta is mocking ASEAN

By Mizzima |

The foreign affairs ministry of the National Unity Government
(NUG) released a statement on 8 July claiming that the Myanmar
Military Council is mocking efforts by the Association of South
East Asian Nations (ASEAN) to resolve the Myanmar crisis.

The statement said that the ASEAN Special Envoy, Mr. Prak
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Sokhonn, had been eager to resolve the issue during his visit to Myanmar however had not
been to do so due to the lack of cooperation from the Military Council.

“How long will it take to endure the brutal acts of disgrace on ASEAN leaders by the brutal
military regime before the right path can be set,” NUG Foreign Minister Zin Mar Aung asked,
referring to the efforts of the ASEAN Special envoy.

Cambodia's current Foreign Minister Prak Sokhonn has only five months left of his ASEAN
Special Envoy term.

In a statement, ASEAN Chair Hun Sen said he was welcomed when he visited Myanmar
straight after assuming the role of ASEAN chair. Later he publicly called on the junta to
release Australian economist Sean Turnell and to drop its plans to execute political
prisoners. On both occasions, his initiatives were rebuffed. And Special Envoy Prak Sokhonn,
having repeatedly requested to meet with Aung San Suu Kyi, was forced to watch the junta
transfer the State Counselor to solitary confinement in prison

immediately before his visit.

“Recognizing ASEAN's cooperation with the National Unity Government (NUG) is not only an
ethical requirement but also a politically prudent move, and it is in the best interests for
ASEAN,” the NUG Foreign Minister said.

The NUG promised to continue expanding its complete collaboration with Prak Sokhonn, the
ASEAN Special Envoy.

Prak Sokhonn paid a second visit to Myanmar from 29 June to 3 July, meeting only with the
junta and not with the opposition pro-democracy forces.

ASEAN's attempts to resolve the Myanmar crisis by approaching the Military Council have
been criticized by local and international political players.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/nug-claims-myanmar-junta-mocking-asean

Blinken Urges China, Southeast Asian Nations to Press Myanmar to Restore Democracy

| Nike Ching

United States Secretary of State Antony Blinken
speaks during a press conference in Bangkok
during his official visit to Thailand, July 10,
2022.

BANGKOK, THAILAND — U.S. Secretary of State
Antony Blinken on Sunday condemned the
repression exacted by Myanmar’s junta while
urging China and a Southeast Asian bloc of
nations to pressure Myanmar’s military rulers to restore democracy and adhere to a peace
deal it agreed to last year.
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“I'think it's ... incumbent upon China and in China's interests to see Burma move back to the
path that it was on before it was so violently disrupted by the coup,” Blinken said, using
Myanmar’s former name.

He said at a Bangkok news conference that despite last year’s “five-point consensus” peace
agreement developed by the Association of Southeast Asian Nations, or ASEAN, which
includes Myanmar, “There has been no positive movement on that.”

In April of last year, ASEAN's nine other countries and Myanmar junta chief Min Aung Hlaing
signed an agreement that included immediate cessation of violence and continued talks
among all parties.

"The ASEAN countries need to hold the regime accountable for that ... continue to demand
the cessation of violence and release of prisoners," Blinken said.

But instead, the top U.S diplomat said, “I think it's unfortunately safe to say that we've seen
no positive movement and on the contrary, we continue to see the repression of the
Burmese people, we continue to see violence perpetrated on them by the regime, we
continue to see virtually the entire opposition in jail or in exile.”

And we continue to see a terrible humanitarian situation exacerbated by the fact that the
regime is not delivering what's necessary for the people,” Blinken added.

FILE - An aerial view of Bin village of the Mingin Township
in Sagaing region, Myanmar, after villagers say it was set
ablaze by the military, Feb. 3, 2022.

He said, “All countries have to continue to speak clearly
about what the regime is doing, and its ongoing
repression and brutality. We have an obligation to the
people of Burma to hold the regime accountable.”

Blinken, on a tour of Asian countries, met with Thailand’s Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister Don Pramudwinai. They signed a communique on the countries’ strategic
alliance and partnership, and then a memorandum of understanding on promoting supply
chain resilience between Thailand and the United States.

Speaking to reporters afterward, Blinken said, “Our countries share the same goal of a free
open, interconnected prosperous, resilient and secure Indo-Pacific. In recent years, we
worked together even more closely toward that vision. Our economic ties are incredibly
strong and even now emerging from COVID. They will grow stronger.”

U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken, left, and
Thailand's foreign minister, Don Pramudwinai, participate
in a memorandum of understanding signing ceremony at
the Thai Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Bangkok, July 10,
2022.

Blinken is also to meet with Thailand Prime Minister
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Prayut Chan-ocha. Expanding health and climate cooperation is also on the agenda, as is
next year’s Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation annual meeting, which the United States will
host, according to the State Department.

The State Department announced Sunday that Blinken will travel to Tokyo Monday to offer
condolences to the Japanese people on the assassination of former Prime Minister Shinzo
Abe and to meet with senior Japanese officials.

Blinken arrived in Thailand a few days after his Chinese counterpart, Foreign Minister Wang
Yi, who was on his own tour of Southeast Asia. Over the weekend, Wang visited Myanmar,
his first visit to the country since the military seized power last year.

Blinken and Wang met Saturday at the summit of the Group of 20 largest economies, or G-
20, in Bali, Indonesia, and spoke for several hours.

The top U.S. diplomat told his Chinese counterpart during those meetings that China’s
support for Russia’s war in Ukraine is complicating U.S.-Chinese relations at a time when
they are already beset by rifts and enmity over numerous other issues.

Wang blamed the U.S. for the downturn in relations and said American policy has been
derailed by what he called a misperception of China as a threat.

“Many people believe that the United States is suffering from a China-phobia,” the Chinese
foreign minister said, according to a Chinese statement. “If such threat-expansion is allowed
to grow, U.S. policy toward China will be a dead end with no way out.”

i ¥ e & U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken, right, and

— China's Foreign Minister Wang Yi attend a meeting in
Nusa Dua on the Indonesian resort island of Bali, July 9,
2022.

Blinken said he conveyed “the deep concerns of the
United States regarding Beijing’s increasingly
provocative rhetoric and activity toward Taiwan.”

‘\
Blinken also said he addressed U.S. concerns over Beijing’s attempt at controlling the
strategic South China Sea, repression of freedom for residents in Hong Kong, and the

treatment of ethnic and religious minorities, including Uyghurs in Xinjiang.

Additionally, the U.S. secretary of state said that he and Wang discussed ways in which
there could be more cooperation between the two countries in areas such as climate crisis,
food security, global health and the fight against drug trafficking.

For his part, Wang said China and the United States need to work together to ensure that
their relationship will continue to move forward along the right track.

https://www.voanews.com/a/blinken-urges-china-southeast-asian-nations-to-press-
myanmar-to-restore-democracy/6652763.html
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China tells Southeast Asian states not to be pawns in big-power rivalries

Wang Yi appeared to position Beijing as being on the side of ASEAN, a stance that critics
have questioned.

By Dandy Koswaraputra and Alvin Prasetyo for BenarNews | 2022.07.11 | Jakarta

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi speaks at the
ASEAN Secretariat in Jakarta, July 11, 2022. Photo
courtesy ASEAN Secretariat

The Chinese foreign minister urged ASEAN
countries Monday against becoming pawns in
rivalries between big powers, a day after his U.S.
counterpart visited Bangkok as part of the Biden
administration’s intense diplomacy to counter
Beijing’s engagement in Southeast Asia.

In a speech in Jakarta, Wang Yi appeared to position Beijing as being on the side of the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations, a stance that critics have questioned over
frequent Chinese incursions into Asian claimant states’ waters in the disputed South
China Sea.

“We should insulate this region from geopolitical calculations and the trap of the law of
the jungle, from being used as chess pieces in major power rivalry, and from coercion by
hegemony and bullying,” Wang said during his policy speech at the ASEAN Secretariat.

“The future of our region should be in our own hands.”

Wang called on the region to reject attempts to divide it into “confrontational and
exclusive groups,” an apparent reference to U.S.-led security initiatives such as the Quad
and AUKUS.

The Quadrilateral Security Dialogue, or Quad, comprises the United States, Japan,
Australia and India. AUKUS is a security pact under which the United States and Britain
will help Canberra build nuclear-powered submarines.

“We should uphold true regional cooperation that unites countries within the region and
remain open to countries outside, and reject the kind of fake regional cooperation that
keeps a certain country out and targets certain side,” Wang said.

But, critics say, alleged incursions by Chinese vessels in the exclusive economic zones of
Indonesia, the Philippines and Malaysia in the South China Sea have threatened stability
in Southeast Asia.

China has never accepted a 2016 ruling by the Permanent Court of Arbitration in The
Hague that found Beijing’s expansive “historical claims” in the South China Sea to have no
legal basis.
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And for the Biden administration, Southeast Asia is a top priority, it has stressed time and
again. It sees the area as crucial, and analysts said Washington scored a win in its efforts
to counter Beijing’s influence by getting most members of the ASEAN bloc to join the new
Indo-Pacific Economic Framework for Prosperity deal in May.

Now, Wang is on a tour of the region to promote China’s Global Development Initiative, and
the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI).

On Monday he described the former as a solution to “the global peace deficit and
security dilemma.” BRI is an estimated S1 trillion-plus infrastructure initiative to build a
network of railways, ports and bridges across 70 countries, which critics say has led many
countries into a debt trap, a charge Beijing has hotly denied.

Wang’s visit to Jakarta followed the G7 summit in Germany late last month, where
leaders announced that their governments together would raise $600 billion funds over
five years to finance infrastructure in developing nations to counter the BRI.

On Saturday, Blinken said that Washington was not asking others to choose between the
United States and China, “but giving them a choice, when it comes to things like
investment in infrastructure and development systems.”

“What we want to make sure is that we’re engaged in a race to the top, that we do things
to the highest standards, not a race to the bottom where we do things to the lowest
standards.”

While in Thailand, Blinken and his Thai counterpart, Don Pramudwinai, signed the U.S.-
Thailand Communiqué on Strategic Alliance and Partnership on Sunday.

“Our countries share the same goals — the free, open, interconnected, prosperous,
resilient and secure Indo-Pacific. In recent years, we worked together even more closely
toward that vision,” Blinken said.

According to Agus Haryanto, an analyst at Jenderal Soedirman University in Purwokerto,
China is concerned about U.S. reengagement with Southeast Asia after being perceived as
lacking interest in the region during the years of the Trump administration (2017-2021).

“The United States under President Biden is paying attention again to Southeast Asia,
including a focus on democracy issues in Myanmar and strengthening cooperation with
Thailand,” Agus told BenarNews.

China ‘supported Russia in the UN’

On Sunday, Blinken urged ASEAN members and China to push Myanmar’s junta to end
violence against its people and move back toward democracy.

More than 2,065 civilians have been killed in Myanmar since the military overthrew the
democratic government in February 2021, according to Thailand’s Assistance Association
for Political Prisoners.
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Blinken also accused China of supporting Russia in its invasion of Ukraine, despite
Beijing’s professed neutrality.

“We are concerned about the PRC’s alignment with Russia,” Blinken told reporters after a
meeting with Wang in Bali, where they had attended the G20 Foreign Ministers’ meeting.

“l don’t think that China is in fact engaging in a way that suggests neutrality. It’s
supported Russia in the U.N. It continues to do so. It’s amplified Russian propaganda,” he
said.

Meanwhile on Monday, Wang met with Indonesian President Joko “Jokowi” Widodo and
praised Jakarta for its initiative to broker peace between Russia and Ukraine, Indonesian
Foreign Minister Retno Marsudi said.

“The PRC once again appreciates Indonesia’s various efforts to seek a peaceful settlement
to ongoing situation in Ukraine, including specifically mentioning the President’s visits to
Kyivand Moscow,” Retno said in a statement released by Jokowi’s office.

Retno said Wang and Jokowi discussed “priority projects,” including the China-backed
Jakarta-Bandung high-speed railway, the country’s first, and part of the BRI projects.

In a statement following a meeting between with Indonesia’s most senior minister Luhut
Pandjaitan on Saturday, Wang said Beijing and Jakarta agreed on building a community
“with a shared future” and forging “a new pattern of bilateral cooperation” covering the
political, economic, cultural and maritime sectors.

“Indonesia supports and stands ready to actively participate in the Global Development
Initiative and the Global Security Initiative, both put forward by President Xi Jinping,” the
Chinese Foreign Ministry said in a statement.

“China is ready to work with Indonesia to continue taking the lead in solidarity and
cooperation among regional and developing countries, and forge an exemplary model of
mutual benefit, win-win results and common development, as well as a vanguard of
South-South cooperation, so as to make greater contributions to maintaining regional
stability and promoting world peace,” it said.

BenarNews is an RFA-affiliated online news service.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/china/pawns-07112022223339.html

Spotlight on Three Major Chinese Infrastructure Initiatives in Myanmar
By THE IRRAWADDY | 11 July 2022

Holding the Lancang-Mekong Cooperation (LMC) meeting in Myanmar, and the Chinese
foreign minister’s decision to visit the war-torn country early this month in order to co-host
it, conveyed some crucial messages that China is seeking to reassert ties with Mekong
countries through Myanmar.
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In Myanmar, where Beijing’s strategic and economic interests abound, China has three
ambitious plans to be carefully watched following Wang’s trip.

China may be considering beginning its ambitious projects in areas where there is less risk in
Myanmar. These ambitious plans seek not only to dramatically boost China’s economic and
political clout in Myanmar but also to give geopolitical advantages to China and its allied
ethnic armed organizations (EAOs) in the eastern and northern parts of Shan State.

With Western players shunning Myanmar due to the regime’s human rights abuses, China
could become the sole player in infrastructure projects in the country, helping to line the
regime’s pockets. Observers said new international land-sea trade corridors under the LMC
will make Myanmar over-reliant on China economically and, as a result, it is inevitable that it
will become a client state of China.

LMC projects

Born of China’s unilateral dam construction, the LMC is a sub-regional cooperation
mechanism consisting of the six countries through which the Mekong River flows: China,
Myanmar, Laos, Thailand, Cambodia and Vietnam. Since 2016, China has emerged as an
active player and guarantor for Mekong countries ranging from cultural events and
agriculture projects to regional connectivity infrastructure projects.

During the meeting in Myanmar, China proposed six cooperative programs involving
agriculture, water resources, digital economy, aerospace, education and public health.

However, the LMC’s main agenda is to tout transport infrastructure projects and cross-
border economic cooperation among the countries, e.g., the construction of the China-Laos
Railway.

Last year in August, China announced it would transfer over USD$6 million to the Myanmar
military regime to fund 21 projects under the LMC, including providing financial support for
culture, agriculture, science, tourism, animal vaccines, and others.

During his meeting with the regime’s foreign minister Wunna Maung Lwin, Wang said
Beijing is willing to strengthen coordination and cooperation with Myanmar “to promote
the quality of and upgrade the LMC.” Moreover, the China-funded Mekong-Lancang
Cooperation National Coordination Unit (Myanmar) has opened in the country.

The Mekong-Lancang Cooperation National
Coordination Unit in Naypyitaw. / Chinese
Embassy in Myanmar

A local observer on China-Myanmar relations
said Wang’s trip showed that Beijing has given
full support to the regime via the LMC, though
some Chinese analysts deny this. The regime
is seriously in need of foreign investment to
ease the political and social crises sparked by the coup.
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“If the country totally falls into anarchy, it would be a nightmare for China. They do not
want to see that [for their own interests],” she said.

Under the LMC, China is actively supporting Myanmar in different sectors, including a lesser-
known strategic port project in the eastern part of Shan State.

Early last month, the Chinese Embassy announced that a feasibility study (FS) for the Wan
Pong Port upgrade project had been completed with the support of the LMC Special Fund.
Since 2018, China has injected millions of dollars to transform the port into a regional trade
hub. According to the Chinese Embassy, the FS includes environmental and social impact
assessments, cost estimates, design plans and operations training programs.

Located in Tachileik District in the eastern part of Shan State, the strategic port lies on the
Mekong River. It is a important project for China as it will allow it to expand its influence
over the Mekong region. Beijing is committed to turning Wan Pong into one of the major
regional ports on the Mekong.

An artist’s rendering of Wan Pong Port /
Mingalar Magazine

The port plays a major role in trade with Laos
and will also open the door to connecting with
other Greater Mekong Subregion (GMS)
countries. Moreover, during the pandemic,
Myanmar exported rice to China through the
port via Laos.

The completion of the expansion project will allow Wan Pong Port to handle shipping
containers, which will help to boost trade between Myanmar and GMS countries.

An artist’s rendering of Wan Pong Port /
Chinese Embassy in Myanmar

The plan will also enhance China’s economic
influence in the eastern part of Shan State.
After the military takeover in Myanmar, China
appeared to make an assertive effort to gain
control of the eastern part of the Salween
River, including the east part of Shan State.

Furthermore, under the LMC, the resumption of hydropower plants on the Salween River
and the incorporation of so-called development projects of the Salween basin into the
Greater Mekong Project is one of the main priorities for China.

China plans to build at least seven dams along the Salween River, including mega dams in
Shan State. Planned as a joint development by Chinese and Thai companies, the 7,000-
megawatt Mong Tan Dam, known locally as the Tasang Dam in Shan State, will be the
largest hydropower dam in the country. Despite strong opposition from locals, the dam is in
the planning stage.
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The move will increase China’s economic and political clout and give economic and
geopolitical advantages to China and its allied EAOs in the area, including the United Wa
State Army (UWSA).

Since the military takeover, China has stepped up its efforts to create a buffer zone along
the China-Myanmar Economic Corridor (CMEC) and along the eastern Salween River with
the help of its allies among the EAOs. Given the conflict dynamic between its allied EAOs
and the Restoration Council of Shan State (RCSS), China appears to be urging friendly EAOs
to take secure territorial control in those areas.

More importantly, China’s rising influence in the Salween basin could yield the resumption
of hydropower plants along the Salween River and the incorporation of other development
projects in the Salween basin under the LMC.

New international land-sea trade corridors

China’s expansion of the transportation corridors under the LMC is another major issue that
needs to be carefully watched.

Given Myanmar’s unique geographical position in China’s grand infrastructure plan, the war-
torn country is crucial for China to access South Asia and Southeast Asia via the Indian
Ocean. Chinese media often tout the China-Laos Railway as a new engine to boost economic
cooperation between China and the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) under
the LMC and the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI).

In April, China launched a land-sea trade corridor that opened direct access to the Indian
Ocean via Myanmar. The new trade corridor travels through four Mekong countries—China
(Chongging), Laos (Vientiane), Thailand (Bangkok) and Myanmar (Yangon)—to the Indian
Ocean, according to Chinese media.

The route has received less attention as many have confused it with the land-sea route from
Sichuan to Singapore via Myanmar, which saw its first test run in August 2021.

While Myanmar is seeing an increasing number of armed conflicts across the country, China
officially inaugurated a new land-sea trade route: Chongqing-Lancang-Chinshwehaw-
Mandalay- Yangon-Singapore, the last leg via the Indian Ocean.

The route goes from Chongging in China’s Sichuan province to Lancang in China’s Yunnan
province, Chinshwehaw in the Kokang Self-Administered Zone in northern Shan State, and
Yangon, the commercial capital, and then to Singapore via the Indian Ocean.

Goods will be transported by rail from China’s Chongging to Lancang and later transferred
by road from Myanmar’s Chinshwehaw to Yangon and shipped from Yangon port to
Singapore.

The Chinese Embassy said that the new route is “an important breakthrough in
strengthening China-Myanmar trade relations for Beijing.” The route cuts transport time in
half. Goods from inland areas in western China can go directly to Southeast Asia and South
Asia through Myanmar in a short time.
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The new route is expected to strengthen Chongging’s connectivity with ASEAN and the
Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) members. Given the current
situation in Myanmar, the route will have geopolitical and economic advantages for China.

Trucks carrying goods from China enter
Myanmar. / Chinese Embassy in Myanmar

Many may wonder how the new route can
succeed, as it passes through areas where many
armed conflicts occur. Along the new land-sea
corridor in Myanmar, particularly in northern
Shan State, EAOs with close ties to China control
the ground after successfully driving the
Restoration Council of Shan State (RCSS) out of
strategic positions in the area. EAOs with close
ties to China fully managed to guard the route in northern Shan State.

Moreover, China’s international trade corridors aren’t complete without the China-
Myanmar Railway. Recently, China completed construction of the Dali-Ruili Railway, which is
a crucial part of the China-Myanmar International trade route. The Chinese Embassy said
that the new railway would open this year. The railway was initially planned to connect with
the China-Myanmar Railway, an important part of Beijing’s strategic plan to create access to
the Indian Ocean for landlocked Yunnan.

The railway is planned to link with the Muse-Mandalay railway, a part of the China-
Myanmar Railway. The long-awaited USDS9-billion project faced several reviews under the
National League for Democracy government.

To complete its regional logistics connectivity, constructing the Muse-Mandalay Railway is
vital for China. In late June, Chinese media and regime-controlled media revealed that China
and the regime’s governing body, the State Administration Council (SAC), are in negotiations
to begin constructing the Muse-Mandalay Railway project. Following Wang's trip, a question
has arisen about whether China has stepped up activities to get the project off the ground.

China-Myanmar Economic Corridor and CMEC Plus

Since the coup, China has been cautious about the instability in Myanmar and anti-China
sentiment, despite keeping the CMEC on track with ongoing discussions and preparations
with the SAC. However, in August last year, China officially called the SAC a “government”
and resumed publicly talking about the CMEC.

The SAC also reviewed a total of 97 China-backed projects and urged China to resume
development and infrastructure projects, particularly the Kyaukphyu SEZ (KPSEZ) in Rakhine.
It also said China is committed to supporting 200 million yuan (about $30 million) worth of
development projects in Rakhine, including the CMEC. The SAC also held the first-ever
ministerial-level meeting on CMEC projects in January, attended by ministers from
Mandalay, Rakhine, Yangon, Shan, Ayeyarwady and Magwe.
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Map shows the locations of the Chinese oil
and gas pipeline and the Mandalay-Muse
railway project.

When carefully analyzing this month’s
discussion between Wang and U Wunna
Maung Lwin, it is clear that China is taking the
pulse of negative sentiment among Myanmar
people.

Oil and gas pipelines
~-= Mandlay-Muse railway project

Reviving projects under China’s ambitious BRI is one of the top priorities for China in the
post-pandemic period in the Mekong region. Beijing has already made several preparations
to implement CMEC projects during the last year, despite Myanmar being in turmoil
following the military takeover.

During Wang’s trip, China showed a willingness to resume ambitious projects under the
CMEC, including the KPSEZ and cross-border interconnection projects. The KPSEZ is a major
infrastructure project under the BRI and has made some progress since the coup, including
inviting bids to provide legal services to the project and signing an agreement with a
Myanmar consulting company, MSR, to conduct an Environmental and Social Impact
Assessment (ESIA).

Beijing also hinted that it has a plan to turn CMEC into “CMEC Plus,” which means China will
invite LMC members to cooperate on it. The statement also revealed that China and
Myanmar agreed to expedite construction of cross-border interconnection projects in which
Myanmar will buy electricity from China. Under the NLD government, an agreement to
study the projects was signed with China Southern Power Grid (CSG), a Chinese state-owned
enterprise (SOE).

China has a plan to connect the grid via two routes in Myanmar. The first route is from
Dhong Dai in Yunnan province, China, to Muse and Hopong in northern Shan State, Loikaw
in Kayah State, and Phayakyi in Bago Region. Another route is from Yunnan to Kachin’s
Bhamo and Ohntaw in Sagaing Region, with a plan to later connect with Myanmar’s national
gird.

In May, before the Mekong summit, Chinese Ambassador to Myanmar Chen Hai and regime
Minister for Electricity U Thaung Han met in Naypyitaw, the capital of Myanmar. According
to a statement, the two sides discussed implementing cross-border interconnection and
hydropower projects in the country.

Analysts have already warned that there is a dependency risk when relying on foreign
sources, especially China. As the infrastructure of power grids will need to pass through high
conflict areas, further militarization of these areas is possible.

They said China fully understands that the country may be falling into anarchy. So, it has
taken further steps to expand the buffer zone in ethnic areas and also engaged in activities
that indirectly support the regime.
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“The regime has to bear the growing influence of China on Naypyitaw and ethnic areas.
Moreover, it also has to bear the growing influence of China-backed armed groups in the
country,” one observer said.

The majority of strategic projects planned under the CMEC are in ethnic areas where armed
conflicts occur frequently. However, northern Shan State, where most of the strategic CMEC
projects will be built, is dominated by ethnic armed groups with close ties to China. So the
risk to China there is lower.

China may soon launch practical implementation of BRI projects, concentrating first on
areas where there is less risk. These could be areas dominated by ethnic armed groups with
good relationships or close ties with China.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/spotlight-on-three-major-chinese-infrastructure-

initiatives-in-myanmar.html

Tension high at Sagaing-Manipur border following murder of Indian nationals

Despite public calls that the bodies of the two men—shot dead in Myanmar—be returned to
their families in India, a junta spokesperson says they were already cremated

Khin Yi Yi Zaw | Published on Jul 11, 2022

Residents of Moreh in Manipur State, India,
display a banner in memorial to the murder

= “_‘ T . . . . ), .
L | He victims in Sagaing’s Tamu Township on July 6

(Facebook)

The international border between Sagaing
Region and India’s Manipur State has been
closed in the aftermath of the murder of two
Indian nationals in Myanmar’s territory last
week, according to local sources.

The men, P. Mohan, 28, and M. lyanar, 32, from Manipur’s Moreh town, were killed on July
5 after crossing the border on a shared motorcycle to attend a friend’s birthday party in Saw
Bwar Inn village in Sagaing’s Tamu Township.

Multiple media outlets have cited eyewitness testimony that the perpetrators were
members of the junta-backed Pyu Saw Htee militia active in the area; they allegedly stopped
the men on the road before executing them with gunshots to the head.

“They shot them without saying anything,” a local man from Tamu told Myanmar Now.

The civilian National Unity Government released a statement on July 8 naming at least three
Pyu Saw Htee members allegedly responsible, and offering condolences to the victims’
families.
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“This case is clearly one of the many issues that highlight the fact that [the] Myanmar issue
is not just an internal affair but a safeguard for all, which threatens the security and peace
of the countries in the region,” it said.

More than 2,000 locals in Moreh staged a protest the day after the killings, demanding that
the bodies of the two men—members of the ethnic Tamil community—be returned to their
families. The demonstration escalated until the mob torched and destroyed a Myanmar
junta police outpost on the border that afternoon.

On July 7, one day after the retaliation by the residents of Moreh, Myanmar military council
spokesperson Gen Zaw Min Tun claimed in army-run media that the Indian nationals had
been assassinated by members of the anti-junta People’s Defence Force (PDF) and that an
investigation was underway.

He added that the bodies of the two men had been cremated in Tamu’s cemetery at 7am
that day because the military authorities reportedly could not locate their families.

Tamu Township’s PDF chapter released its own statement later that evening denying
involvement in the killings and backing local claims that the Pyu Saw Htee were responsible.

Other guerrilla groups based in Tamu released similar statements condemning the murders
and naming the pro-junta militia as the perpetrators.

Indian security forces are pictured near the
July 6 protest mob that demanded the
bodies of the murder victims be returned to
Moreh (Supplied)

Tension remained high at the border at the
time of reporting, with locals barred from
moving between Tamu and Moreh and

trade coming to a near halt, residents said.

“We haven’t been able to do any work in the area since [the murders]. We can’t even cross
the border. The Indian authorities have not been letting anyone in since July 5,” a local
woman said on the condition of anonymity.

Local authorities in Moreh have reportedly issued an order banning gatherings of more than
five people, leading to the closure of shops.

Those across the border in Tamu added that they were concerned about the safety of the
thousands of displaced people from Myanmar staying on the Indian side of the border,
having fled military raids in Sagaing.

The local man from Tamu said that there was no longer any guarantee of safety in the
region.

“The Myanmar refugees staying in Indian territory don’t even dare to leave their temporary
shelters. It’s very worrying,” he said.
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Myanmar seizes large quantity of drugs
Source: Xinhua|2022-07-10

YANGON, July 10 (Xinhua) -- Myanmar authorities seized 1,875 kilograms of sodium acetate
in Shan State, a police statement said on Sunday.

Acting on a tip-off, a joint police force confiscated sodium acetate worth 3.75 million kyats
(2,027 U.S. dollars) and arrested five suspects in Lashio township on Saturday.

On Friday, 1.1 kilograms of heroin worth 16.5 million kyats (8,918 U.S. dollars) and 30,000
stimulant tablets worth 15 million kyats (8,108 U.S. dollars) were seized in Nawnghkio
township in the same state. One suspect was captured on the spot, while another one
remained at large.

Moreover, anti-narcotic agents seized 171.648 million kyats (92,782 U.S. dollars) worth of
85,824 stimulant tablets along with two suspects in Maungtaw township of Rakhine State
on Saturday, it said.

The suspects were charged under the country's Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances
Law.
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