PEACE Info (July 5, 2022)

Transgender Political Detainee Sexually Abused by Prison Officer in Upper Myanmar
Pro-Junta Militia Leader Attempts to Rape Second Grader in Upper Myanmar
Two Sagaing Civilians Die in Myanmar Junta Raids
Poor weapons, weather conditions contribute to resistance casualties in
northwestern Myanmar clash
Junta forces cling to Yaw region town as guerrilla attacks continue in rural areas
Junta forces in fishing boats raid PDF base in southern Myanmar
Myanmar junta troops murder disabled villagers in Chin State
66 Myanmar Junta Troops Killed in Two Months in Chin State
Myanmar junta casualties mount as fight for control of key outpost continues
Resistance: Myanmar Junta Launches 125 Airstrikes to Defend Key Outpost
40,000 displaced by Myanmar military shelling, airstrikes in eastern Bago
Six AA Fighters Killed as Myanmar Regime Bombs Outpost in Karen State
Arakan Army condemns military for killing six members in Thai-Myanmar border
airstrike
Myanmar Airforce fires on houses in Thailand
SSPP Battles Burma Army In Northern Shan State
Myanmar exiled minorities caught in resettlement conundrum
7th Mekong-Lancang Foreign Ministers' Meeting held in Bagan
China calls for junta cooperation with Myanmar opposition to resolve crisis
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Transgender Political Detainee Sexually Abused by Prison Officer in Upper Myanmar
By THE IRRAWADDY |5 July 2022

A transgender prisoner detained in Sagaing Region’s Monywa Prison for anti-junta activities
has been sexually abused by a prison officer, said LGBT Alliance-Myanmar.

Prison officer Zaw Zaw Aung, also known as Paline, forced the prisoner into performing oral
sex on him on June 30 and also attempted to have anal sex, said the Monywa Strike
Committee.

The LGBT Alliance-Myanmar issued a statement condemning the sexual assault. Justin Min
Hein, a spokesperson for the LGBT Union Mandalay, said that the report came from credible
sources inside Monywa Prison and that the group is making further inquiries.

The transgender prisoner was detained at home around one month ago and charged with
incitement. The prisoner has reportedly been forced to wear male clothes while in jail.

Justin Min Hein said: “Anyone subjected to sexual violence, not just LGBT people, can be
demoralized. We feel emotional and discouraged when we hear about such cases. | can’t
help respecting the prisoner for having the courage to speak out about the abuse.”

The prison officer perpetrator reportedly often beats political prisoners when he is drunk.

“Similar things happen in other prisons across the country,” said a member of LGBT Alliance-
Myanmar. The group said it would report the case to the International Committee of the
Red Cross (ICRC), and ask for its intervention.

In March, rights groups called on the ICRC to probe human rights violations in the country’s
jails and the use of sexual violence against political prisoners.

However, the regime has rejected the ICRC’s request to resume its prison visits and other
humanitarian activities and allow family visits. Prison visits by the ICRC and families of
detainees have been suspended since March 2020, following the outbreak of the COVID-19
pandemic.

Former political prisoner U Tun Kyi said: “A prison officer sexually assaulting a LGBTQ person
is not something unusual anymore. They do it as if it was part of their daily routine. They are
officially licensed to do so. It is indisputably one of the worst and gravest human rights
violations.”

Since the coup, female detainees have especially suffered from sexual abuse inside prisons,
but sexual assaults on male and LGBTQ prisoners are on the increase.

In October last year, Shin Thant, an advocate for LGBTQ rights in Mandalay, was detained
after junta troops rammed a car into her. The activist was sexually abused during her
interrogation.

Over 20 LGBTQ detainees have experienced sexual assaults in prisons, according to sources.
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LGBTIQ groups in Myanmar have actively participated in anti-regime protests since last
year’s coup and so have been targeted by the military regime.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/transgender-political-detainee-sexually-abused-
by-prison-officer-in-upper-myanmar.html

Pro-Junta Militia Leader Attempts to Rape Second Grader in Upper Myanmar
By THE IRRAWADDY | 5 July 2022

A pro-junta militia leader attempted to rape an eight-year-old in Sagaing Region’s Kantbalu
Township, and the victim’s family dare not file a complaint, said residents.

U Shwe Ba, 53, the leader of a local Pyu Saw Htee group, a militia formed and armed by the
Myanmar military, attempted to rape the second grader on June 6 at a school in Nat Inn
Village, some four miles to the east of Kantbalu Town.

A resident of Nat Inn village said: “The would-be rapist is a distant relative of the girl. She is
the granddaughter of his brother-in-law. He took her to an empty classroom. The girl ran
out naked, which was spotted by soldiers at the school.”

U Shwe Ba gave three million kyats as compensation to the parents of the victim, via junta
soldiers, asking them not to file a police complaint. He was publicly beaten by regime troops
as a punishment, said a local.

A relative of the victim said: “When we planned to file a complaint, they [Pyu Saw Htee] said
they would pay three million kyats and told us not to file the complaint. We fear them
because he is the Pyu Saw Htee leader in Nat Inn. We want to file a complaint, but where
can we file a complaint and who we can rely on in this age? If possible, | want the whole
country to know about this case.”

Pyu Saw Htee militia have a strong presence in Nat Inn Village. The village has a post-
primary school at its center, where Pyu Saw Htee militia led by three junta soldiers and two
police from Kantbalu Town are based. Pyu Saw Htee and junta troops are based in schools
across Kantbalu Township.

U Shwe Ba is married with three children. He is a former traditional medicine practitioner
who settled in Nat Inn in 2017 and farmed betel for living. He joined the Pyu Saw Htee after
last year’s coup, according to residents.

An anti-rape campaign in 2018. / The Irrawaddy

“He is a quack who calls himself a medical
practitioner. When Pyu Saw Htee groups were
formed in Kantbalu he helped fund them and
became a Pyu Saw Htee leader,” said a Nat Inn
villager.

U Shwe Ba was sent back to his native village, Koe
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Myo, after the attempted rape. The village, where Pyu Saw Htee militia are also based, is
located in the south of Kantbalu Township.

The Nat Inn Pyu Saw Htee group took 900,000 kyats from the three million kyats
compensation given to the victim’s family for its own funds. The group has also threatened
the victim’s family.

“They put pressure on the parents of the girl and forced them to sign a paper saying that
the attempted rape never happened,” said a resident.

“We want fitting punishment for him. And | would also like to urge parents to learn a lesson
from this and take greater care of their school children,” he added.

A lawyer from Mandalay said police have the responsibility to open a case of attempted
rape against U Shwe Ba under Section 511 of the Penal Code.

“It is difficult to seek justice because police do nothing despite their responsibility to open
the case of attempted rape. There is no need to say anything about the state of rule of law
in Myanmar at present. As there is no enforcement of law, the law is just beautiful words
written on paper,” said the lawyer.

Under Section 511, the crime of attempted rape carries a penalty of up to ten years in
prison and/or a fine.

Infinity Group, a local group that reports on the fighting in Kantbalu Township, said Pyu Saw
Htee members from Nat Inn Village extort money from people using the Kantbalu-Nat Inn-
Sabel Nanthar road, and locally-based Artillery Battalion 6006 has had to settle disputes
among Pyu Saw Htee members over the distribution of the extortion money.

There have been several rapes committed with impunity by junta soldiers as victims dare
not file complaints for fear of retaliation.

In early April, a junta soldier guarding a school in Za Jan Village in Taung Tha Township,
Mandalay Region raped a 21-year-old woman with mental health problems.

In February, a 30-year-old widow from San U Village in Taung Tha was raped by the leader
of the Pyu Saw Htee group in the village and was unable to file a complaint.

In November last year, a woman from Nat Saunk Village in Taung Tha was gang-raped by
regime soldiers. She was taking cattle out to pasture with her uncle when four junta soldiers
appeared. They beat and threatened her uncle to leave before raping her.

In March, regime forces raped a mother before killing her and her two daughters in Magwe
Region’s Pauk Township. In November last year, junta soldiers gang-raped an ethnic Chin
woman in Chin State who had given birth little more than a month previously.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/pro-junta-militia-leader-attempts-to-rape-
second-grader-in-upper-myanmar.html
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Two Sagaing Civilians Die in Myanmar Junta Raids
By THE IRRAWADDY | 5 July 2022

Myanmar regime raids in southern Salingyi Township, Sagaing Region, on Sunday and
Monday have left two civilians dead.

More than 100 soldiers raided Wat Hkote village on Sunday and a villager was shot dead.
Another villager was injured by junta shelling, according to the Salingyi Special Task Force.

The troops then advanced to Than Hpo Taung village and seized a villager. A Tayar villager
was shot dead on Monday while fleeing with his family. A Kan Zoon villager, who was fleeing
the village, was shot in the leg.

“The troops raided the villages at night, that’s why they had many casualties during the
clash with us on Saturday,” said Ko Zay, a representative of the task force.

Resistance groups in Salingyi, Mying and Yesagyo attacked junta troops near Byaiba village
in Yesagyo Township on Saturday.

Five soldiers were killed and many others injured and a resistance fighter was injured during
the clash.

The troops withdrew from Byaiba village on Saturday.

Troops then crossed into southern Salingyi to attack more villages, Ko Zay told The
Irrawaddy.

Around 10,000 civilians from 13 villages had left their homes by Sunday.

Soldiers raided northern Salingyi around the Chinese-owned Wanbao copper mine and
nearly 6,000 civilians have been displaced. Seven Salingyi civilians were killed over 10 days
last month.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/two-sagaing-civilians-die-in-myanmar-junta-
raids.html

Poor weapons, weather conditions contribute to resistance casualties in northwestern
Myanmar clash

Nine members of local anti-junta defence forces are killed as the military quashes an
ambush in Sagaing’s Wetlet Township

Thura Maung | Published on Jul 5, 2022

Nine members of anti-junta defence forces and two civilians were killed in a clash with the
Myanmar army in Sagaing Region’s Wetlet Township on Sunday morning, members of teh
resistance involved in the battle confirmed.
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A screengrab from video footage of the clash
between the junta forces and members of Wetlet
PDF (Wetlet People’s Defense Force Battalion 2)

The commander of Battalion 2 of the Wetlet
People’s Defence Force (PDF) told Myanmar Now
that, accompanied by other area PDF battalions
and guerrilla groups, they had attacked a unit of
100 junta soldiers in eastern Wetlet.

He said that the troops in question had set fire to the nearby village of Min one day earlier.

“We had no choice but to attack them because they had torched the village,” he explained,
referring to the 300-household community two miles east of Wetlet town.

“We just couldn’t let them get away with terrorising the villagers who have been feeding

”n

us.

He added that the regional military command of the civilian National Unity Government
(NUG), to which the PDF is loyal, had not provided directives to the group regarding the
assault.

The majority of local resistance forces in the area rely on hunting rifles and muskets during
clashes with the junta, frequently leaving them outgunned.

“Our handmade rifles were not effective at all as it was also raining,” said a member of a
local defence force who participated in Saturday’s battle. “That’s why we lost so many

”n

men.

The deceased were identified as five members of the Shwebo District PDF’'s Temporary
Battalion 17 of and four members of another local guerrilla force. Two local residents who
were near the battle site were also killed, according to sources within the resistance.

Thardee Lu, the commander of Temporary Battalion 17, said that those guerrilla fighters
who were killed belonged to battalions such as his which were not appropriately armed to
confront the junta soldiers, who appeared to have anticipated the resistance forces’
assault.

“They opened fire on us non-stop from a corn field when we were only about 50 meters
away. We didn’t even get to fire back. We couldn’t even save our men. They were all killed
in just 30 minutes,” he said.

Members of Wetlet PDF’s Battalion 2, who had stronger weapons, held off the junta forces
so that their allies could retreat, Thardee Lu told Myanmar Now.

“Our strategy was to set up explosive devices and wait for them, but once we realised that
the local defence forces in the southern part of the village were in trouble, we had to
attack,” the commander explained.
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While the head of the Wetlet PDF’s second battalion said that five junta soldiers were killed
in the battle. Myanmar Now is unable to independently verify the figures.

Neither the NUG nor the junta have released any information on the fighting in Wetlet.

In addition to an unconfirmed number of homes in the village of Min, junta forces in

northwestern Myanmar have torched 14,000 residences in Sagaing alone and 19,000
nationwide since the February 2021 coup, according to figures collected by Data for

Myanmar.

The military council has denied responsibility for the arson attacks.
The casualties in Monday’s clash were identified as:

Aung Swe Min, 33, Shwebo District PDF Temporary Battalion 17
Myo Min Swe, 24, Shwebo District PDF Temporary Battalion 17
Ye Yint Aung, 17, Shwebo District PDF Temporary Battalion 17
Yi Zin Phyo, 17, Shwebo District PDF Temporary Battalion 17
San Myo Tun, 20, Shwebo District PDF Temporary Battalion 17
Win Zaw Aung, 28, Local defence force member

Kyaw Zwar, 36, Local defence force member

Phoe Thar, 30, Local defence force member

Win Maung, 45, Local defence force member

Min Min Soe, 30, Civilian

Maung Soe, 45, Civilian

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/poor-weapons-weather-conditions-contribute-
to-resistance-casualties-in-northwestern-myanmar

Junta forces cling to Yaw region town as guerrilla attacks continue in rural areas

Military units whose assaults have displaced hundreds of villagers are reportedly
withdrawing to and and firing artillery from Htilin town in response to resistance ambushes

Nyein Swe | Published on Jul 5, 2022

Battles between the Myanmar army and resistance forces continued over the weekend in
Magway Region’s Htilin Township, resulting in several junta casualties, according to the
guerrilla group involved.

The area is part of the Yaw region, which includes Htilin, Gangaw and Saw townships. Three
battalions of the region’s Yaw Defence Force (YDF) attacked a column of more than 200

Page 8 of 69


https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/poor-weapons-weather-conditions-contribute-to-resistance-casualties-in-northwestern-myanmar
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/poor-weapons-weather-conditions-contribute-to-resistance-casualties-in-northwestern-myanmar
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/junta-forces-cling-to-yaw-region-town-as-guerrilla-attacks-continue-in-rural-areas
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/author/9063

soldiers near Htalin village, four miles outside of Htilin’s administrative centre, on Saturday
morning in the most recent strike against the junta forces occupying the area.

Hnankhar village in Gangaw Township, also in
the Yaw region, is seen after a military raid on
September 13, 2021 (Hnankhar Youth Group)

More than 700 locals west of the town have
fled their homes over the last two weeks due
to assaults launched by some 350 soldiers
around Htilin, according to the YDF.

YDF spokesperson Min Min claimed that at
least 15 troops were killed in Saturday’s
ambush, stunned by an initial assault with explosives.

“They suffered major casualties. They didn’t even get to fire back at us,” he said, adding that
a YDF member was injured when a military unit stationed inside Htilin town fired heavy
artillery in the direction of the clash.

The episode of fighting reportedly lasted nearly one hour, with the military withdrawing to
the town, which remains under Myanmar army control as resistance forces continue to be
active in rural areas of the Yaw region, an anti-junta stronghold.

“They brought the dead soldiers and their guns back into the town of Htilin in their trucks.
Each of the surviving soldiers was carrying three to four guns,” Min Min said.

Another 15-minute battle took place the next day near the village of Htan Pin Kone, with
junta artillery detonating behind a school in neighbouring Ponna village. At the time of
reporting, the YDF had yet to receive a frontline report from their members revealing
further details of the clash.

The resistance force’s Htilin chapter released a statement on the ongoing displacement in
the township, saying that residents of Wet Thet, Hin Khwat Kone and Hin Pan villages had
fled. Of the hundreds in hiding, 170 were particularly vulnerable children and elderly
people.

Battles came to a halt on Monday, but military guards had been deployed across Htilin town
and tension remained high, the YDF said.

The junta has not released any information on the battles in the Yaw region.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/junta-forces-cling-to-yaw-region-town-as-
guerrilla-attacks-continue-in-rural-areas
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Junta forces in fishing boats raid PDF base in southern Myanmar

One member of the group was reportedly shot and captured, while weapons and other
military equipment were also seized

Han Thit / Maung Shwe Wah | Published on Jul 5, 2022

Weapons seized during a raid on a Launglon PDF
base on June 30

A People’s Defence Force (PDF) group in
Tanintharyi Region’s Launglon Township says
that one of its members was shot and captured
in a raid carried out last Thursday.

In a statement released on Monday, the
Launglon PDF said that regime forces used
fishing boats to overrun their base in the early morning raid.

Most members of the group managed to escape, it added.

However, a large number of weapons and other military equipment, including handmade
rifles, mortars, ammunition, and drones, were seized, according to the statement.

“They came straight at us in fishing boats. One of our members was captured. We haven’t
been able to go back because they set landmines around the base,” said a Launglon PDF
officer who spoke to Myanmar Now on condition of anonymity.

It was believed that a military informant revealed the location of the base, he added.

According to the group, junta forces have been carrying out clearance operations in
Launglon Township since June 15.

The Launglon PDF has apologised to local people for its failure to protect them from attacks
by regime soldiers, saying that it lacked the firepower to mount an effective
counteroffensive.

In November of last year, the Launglon PDF killed six regime soldiers and lost one of its own
members when it attacked a military vehicle with handmade RPGs and small arms in the
village of Gawtinn.

Earlier in the year, the group seized an M16 rifle and a pistol following a clash with members
of the military-backed Pyu Saw Htee militia in Pyinhtein, another village in Launglon.

A day after the Gawtinn incident, regime forces cordoned off two homes in Launglong
Township belonging to a regional minister and a lawmaker from Myanmar’s ousted ruling
party, the National League for Democracy.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/junta-forces-in-fishing-boats-raid-pdf-base-in-
southern-myanmar
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Myanmar junta troops murder disabled villagers in Chin State

The victims had both been unable to escape ahead of the arrival of a military column that
entered the area last week

Khin Yi Yi Zaw | Published on Jul 5, 2022

The remains of a woman who was shot and killed
by regime forces in northern Chin State’s Falam
Township on June 30 (Supplied)

A deaf woman and a paralysed man were
murdered by regime forces in northern Chin
State’s Falam Township late last week, according
to local sources.

The victims were both killed by a military column
of around 250 soldiers that left Kalay in Sagaing Region last Wednesday and arrived in Falam
the following day, residents said.

When the junta troops entered Valung, a village some 60km northeast of the town of Falam,
on Thursday, it was deserted except for a 60-year-old woman who had been unable to flee.

Days later, residents returned to find that she had been shot in the head.

“The people living there left her behind thinking the military wouldn’t sink so low as to
shoot a deaf woman,” said a spokesperson for the anti-junta Chin National Defence Force
(CNDF), which recovered the woman’s body on Sunday.

After leaving Valung on Saturday, the junta troops discovered and killed another disabled
resident in the nearby village of Hlanzawl, according to the CNDF spokesperson.

“He was paralysed. They tied him up and dragged him along the ground before shooting
him,” he said, citing village residents.

The man’s body was also recovered on Sunday and cremated the following day, he added.

According to the CNDF, thousands of local people have fled the area since last week due to
the heavy military presence. It also said that the junta troops that arrived last week have
been building bunkers in an area about 5km from Hlanzawl.

In a statement released on June 27, the Chin National Organisation, the political wing of
CNDF, warned locals to avoid using the Kalay-Falam road.

“We would like to request the public to avoid travel and to stay in safe places, as the
military has been arresting and killing people at will,” said the CNDF spokesperson.

There have also been reports that the military has been sending reinforcements to southern
Chin State.

Sources in Mindat said that two people had been killed and several others injured by aerial
bombing by regime forces on Saturday.
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66 Myanmar Junta Troops Killed in Two Months in Chin State
By THE IRRAWADDY | 5 July 2022

An estimated 66 Myanmar junta soldiers were killed during clashes with the Chin National
Defense Force (CNDF) in May and June, the group claimed.

The CNDF said it and other groups clashed with junta troops 11 times in Falam Township in
Chin State and Kale Township in Sagaing Region.

The CNDF said three of its members were killed, one in fighting and two died in mine blasts,
and four were injured.

It said the regime continued arson attacks on civilian houses in Falam, torching almost 40
houses in May.

In Bilin Township, Mon State, a junta convoy, which included 10 trucks, was attacked with
mines by the armed wing of the Karen National Union, the Karen National Liberation Army
(KNLA), and allied resistance forces on Sunday.

The parallel National Unity Government’s defense ministry said nine junta soldiers, including
a lieutenant colonel, were killed.

The convoy was headed to Kyaukkyi Township in Bago Region where the KNLA seized five
regime outposts on a single day.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/66-myanmar-junta-troops-killed-in-two-months-
in-chin-state.html

Myanmar junta casualties mount as fight for control of key outpost continues

Drone footage released by one of the groups involved in the fighting shows regime forces
lying dead or injured on the ground

Linn Htin | Published on Jul 5, 2022

A screenshot from a video released by the
Cobra Column on July 4 shows junta troops
lying dead or injured near the Oo Ka Yit Hta
outpost (Cobra Column)

Myanmar’s military has suffered heavy losses in
its bid to retain control of an outpost near the
country’s border with Thailand, according to a
group involved in the fighting.
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The outpost, located some 150 meters from the Thai border in the village of Oo Ka Yit Hta,
in Karen (Kayin) State’s Myawaddy Township, has been under attack since June 26.

In response, the Myanmar military has carried out multiple airstrikes targeting Karen
National Union (KNU) forces and their allies taking part in the offensive.

The regime has since claimed in state media that it has largely regained control over the
area.

In a pair of videos posted to social media on Monday, however, the Cobra Column, a group
fighting alongside troops from the Karen National Liberation Army and the Karen National
Defence Organisation, countered this claim, showing that regime forces continue to come
under attack.

“We wanted to show the public that most of the junta’s reinforcements sent into the area
were fatally attacked by our members,” a spokesperson for the group told Myanmar Now.

“The military’s propaganda mouthpieces claimed that they have seized a strategic hill near
the outpost, but in the drone footage that we have released, you can see the bodies of dead
or injured junta soldiers piled up in a ditch,” he said.

According to the Cobra Column spokesperson, the two sides continue to clash despite the
military’s use of airstrikes and heavy artillery to crush the KNU-led forces.

The regime carried out a total of 125 aerial assaults between June 27 and July 1, he said. As
of Monday, the Karen forces and their allies had lost 13 members, he added.

The airstrikes have also killed at least two civilians and injured six, according to a Cobra
Column statement released on Saturday.

Hundreds of locals from Oo Ka Yit Hta and neighbouring villages have also been displaced by
the fighting.

Last week, Thai air force authorities reported that at least one Myanmar jet intruded into
Thai airspace while carrying out airstrikes on the Karen forces.

The Royal Thai Air Force later filed a formal complaint with Myanmar junta officials over the
incident, prompting an official apology, Thai media reported.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-junta-casualties-mount-as-fight-for-
control-of-key-outpost-continues

Resistance: Myanmar Junta Launches 125 Airstrikes to Defend Key Outpost
By THE IRRAWADDY | 5 July 2022

Myanmar’s military regime reportedly carried out 125 airstrikes within five days to defend
its strategic outpost in Karen State near the Thai border while it was being attacked by
resistance forces.
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The armed wings of the Karen National Union, the Karen National Liberation Army and the
Karen National Defense Organization (KNDO), and other resistance forces assaulted the
Ukayit Hta outpost on a strategically important road near Waw Lay in Myawaddy Township
on June 26.

Fighting continued for nearly a week. Witnesses said the battle for Ukayit Hta is the fiercest
they have seen since last year.

A source said last Tuesday that shells landed every three seconds.

Junta spokesman Major General Zaw Min Tun told a press conference on Friday that the
outpost is still in junta control with the support of airstrikes and artillery.

Drone pictures released by the Cobra Column, one of the resistance groups, show heavy
destruction at the outpost and the bodies of junta troops on the ground after an attack. The
resistance forces have reported casualties because of junta airstrikes and artillery.

Cobra Column said from June 27 to July 1 the junta conducted 125 attacks with YAK jets and
a MIG-29 jet. It said the group suffered no casualties in the airstrikes.

It said junta reinforcements were sent 12 times by helicopter from Mawlamyine.

Reinforcements were attacked and a Cobra Column video shows a junta corporal captured
by the group saying at least 20 soldiers (of his group) were killed in an attack. The corporal
was shown being treated for his injuries.

He said his commander fled during the attack so he ran away and was captured later.

The KNDO said on Thursday it attacked Light Infantry Division 44 reinforcements, killing at
least seven soldiers and seizing weapons.

The casualties on both sides are unknown.
More than 300 Waw Lay residents have fled across the Moei River to Thailand.

On Friday and Saturday junta airstrikes killed two civilians and injured seven others,
including children, in two Karen villages.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/resistance-myanmar-junta-launches-125-
airstrikes-to-defend-key-outpost.html

40,000 displaced by Myanmar military shelling, airstrikes in eastern Bago

Junta forces have responded to KNU attacks on local outposts by firing indiscriminately on
villages in the surrounding area

Linn Htin | Published on Jul 5, 2022

Nearly 40,000 civilians fled their homes in eastern Bago Region’s Kyaukkyi Township over
the weekend due to clashes between regime forces and the Karen National Union (KNU).
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Residents of Kyaukkyi Township in eastern Bago
Region flee fighting that began in the area on July
2 (KNU)

In a statement released on Monday, the KNU said
that the mass exodus was triggered by the
military’s use of airstrikes and heavy artillery in
retaliation for attacks on five army outposts.

The KNU and its allies overran the Kyaung Pyar,
Aung Laung Sein, Kyun Pin Seik, Kawt Pyin, and Kyaung Su outposts—all located east of the
Sittaung River, about 30km from the town of Kyaukkyi—on Saturday, according to the
group’s statement.

Of the five, only the Kyaung Pyar outpost was well-defended and had a significant number
of junta troops, the statement added.

The KNU said that residents of 26 villages had been displaced by the junta’s indiscriminate
shelling and aerial attacks.

A spokesperson for Nyaunglebin District Karen Affairs, a group that assists local residents
affected by conflict, said that three villages located near the outposts—Kyun Pin Seik, Aung
Laung Sein, and Tat Kone—were also raided.

“The junta troops looted and destroyed houses and beat civilians,” said the spokesperson,
who asked not to be named.

Residents of Kyaukkyi Township in eastern Bago
Region flee fighting that began in the area on July 2
(KNU)

There were also reports that four local civilians had
been killed and several others had been injured,
although details were not available at the time of
reporting.

“Everyone is very afraid right now, as the military
has been sending reinforcements,” said the spokesperson for the Karen affairs group.

According to the KNU statement, the displaced villagers lack not only food but also
adequate shelter, putting them at risk of contracting malaria and dengue fever.

Meanwhile, KNU sources say that major clashes have also broken out north of Kyaukkyi in
Bago’s Taungoo District, as well as in Mon State’s Thaton District to the south.

Large numbers of civilians have also been displaced in these areas, the sources said.

The latest fighting in Bago Region and Mon State comes less than a week after the KNU and
its allies mounted an assault on the Oo Ka Yit Hta base in Karen State’s Myawaddy
Township, near the border with Thailand.
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Around 1,500 local residents had reportedly fled towards the border to escape military
airstrikes carried out in response to that attack.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/40000-displaced-by-myanmar-military-shelling-
airstrikes-in-eastern-bago

Six AA Fighters Killed as Myanmar Regime Bombs Outpost in Karen State
By THE IRRAWADDY | 5 July 2022

Six Arakan Army (AA) soldiers were killed when Myanmar junta aircraft bombed an outpost
of the Rakhine armed group located in an area controlled by its ally, the Karen National
Liberation Army (KNLA), near the Thai border in Karen State on Monday afternoon.

Though it primarily operates in Rakhine State, the AA has a base in territory controlled by
Brigade No. 5 of the KNLA, an armed wing of the Karen National Union. The AA’s
headquarters are in Kachin State’s Laiza, which is controlled by the Kachin Independence
Army. Over the past decade, growing numbers of AA troops have penetrated Rakhine State
and expanded the amount of territory under the group’s control there.

On Tuesday, the AA released the names of the soldiers killed by bombs dropped by two
Myanmar military fighter jets on Monday at 12:25 p.m. All were aged between 20 and 31.
The victims were from Rakhine State’s Rathedaung, Kyauktaw, Ponnakyun and Myebon
townships and Chin State’s Paletwa Township.

Besides the fatalities, some AA soldiers were injured, and the outpost’s clinic and other
buildings were destroyed in the bombing. The AA said the Myanmar junta’s fighter jets flew
into Thai airspace after the attack.

KNLA brigades 5, 6 and 1 have been engaged in heavy fighting with junta troops in Karen
State since a few months after the military staged a coup on Feb. 1 last year. However, this
is the first time since the coup that an AA camp has been targeted outside of Rakhine State,
where AA troops have been increasingly active since 2015.

Military tensions between the AA and the Myanmar military have risen again since May. AA
spokesman Khaing Thukha has said the situation is fraught and that the junta is preparing
for war in Rakhine, where the majority of AA troops are now based, in addition to the AA’s
military camps in Karen and Kachin states.

The Myanmar military had been less active in Rakhine State since an informal ceasefire
between it and the AA took hold in late 2020, but an increase in military activity has been
observed lately with the regime reinforcing its troops and weaponry, including a submarine,
the AA spokesman said last month.

Over the past year, with the Myanmar military distracted by the fallout from its 2021 coup,
the AA has further consolidated its control in Rakhine with an administrative network
delivering public services, a functioning judiciary, and its own police force. Tensions have
arisen as the regime attempts to counter the AA’s expanding influence.
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Arakan Army condemns military for killing six members in Thai-Myanmar border airstrike

An outpost manned by the AA in KNLA territory is bombed by junta forces, raising questions
concerning whether the site was targeted on purpose

Nan Oo Nway / Khin Nyein Chan | Published on Jul 5, 2022

AA members that were killed in the bombing. Top
row, from left: Kyaw Oo Hlaing, Kyaw San Htay, Tun
Tun Lin. Bottom row, from left: Bo Than Kyaw, Nay
Zaw 0o, Zarni Win. (AA Info Desk)

The Arakan Army (AA) will avenge the deaths of six
of their members killed in a junta bombing of one of
their outposts in Karen State on Monday, a
spokesperson for the ethnic armed organisation

said.

Two Myanmar army jets shelled the base on the Salween River in Mutraw (Hpapun) District,
an area controlled by the Karen National Liberation Army’s (KNLA) Brigade 5. Several
buildings, including a clinic, were destroyed, the AA said in a statement on Tuesday.

Typically operating in Rakhine and southern Chin State, the AA also maintains a presence in
the territory of its allies, including that of the KNLA in Karen State and the Kachin
Independence Army (KIA) in Kachin and northern Shan states.

The deceased in Monday’s airstrike were identified as privates from western Myanmar
between the ages of 20 and 30. Among them were Kyaw Oo Hlaing and Nay Zaw Oo from
Rathedaung Township, Kyaw San Htay from Ponnagyun, Bo Than Kyaw from Kyauktaw, Zarni
Win from Myebon, and Tun Tun Lin from Paletwa in Chin State, according to the AA
statement.

AA spokesperson Khaing Thukha told Myanmar Now on Monday evening that his
organisation was carrying out an investigation into why the base was bombed.

“We need to know if they launched this attack on purpose. We are investigating why they
did it. We will take necessary action depending what we find,” he said.

The group’s statement alleged that the junta jets had entered Thai airspace after the
bombing, but Myanmar Now was unable to independently verify the accusation.

Myanmar military aircraft trespassed into Thai territory in Tak Province last week after
bombing KNLA targets near the border in southern Myawaddy Township. The incident
prompted Thailand’s air force to deploy their own jets on patrol and to file a complaint with
Myanmar junta officials.
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In Rakhine State, dozens of people have been detained in recent weeks in connection with
the suspected abduction of junta troops in Sittwe, Kyauktaw, Ponnagyun and Mrauk-U
townships, allegedly by the AA.

The AA was formed in 2009 in Laiza, Kachin State, where the KIA’s headquarters are located.
In November 2014, more than 20 people, including cadets from other allied ethnic armed
organisations, were killed when the military shelled a KIA training academy in Laiza. Among
them were eight AA members.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/arakan-army-condemns-military-for-killing-six-
members-in-thai-myanmar-border-airstrike

Myanmar Airforce fires on houses in Thailand

By Mizzima | 05 July 2022

Photo: S.A.Q- NEWS

Bullets fired by Myanmar Air Force fighter jets
attacking Thae Baw Bo Village in Myawaddy District
hit houses across the border in Thailand on 1 July,
according to Thai news agencies.

Thae Baw Bo Village is near to the Myanmar-Thai
border in the Wale Myaing area of Karen (Kayin)
State, just south of Myawaddy Township in territory controlled by Karen National Union
(KNU) Brigade 6.

During a junta airstrike that killed three Myanmar villagers from Thae Baw Bo Village
machine gun fire from the aircraft hit houses on the Thai side of the border. It also hit a car
in Thailand.

As well as firing machine guns and missiles into Thai territory, the Myanmar junta jets also
flew into Thai airspace.

The Thai Government paid to repair the damage to the three houses caused by the junta
bullets, according to locals.

The incident has caused the Thai Government to increase patrols by Thai fighter jets and
soldiers along the border.

The airstrikes have so worried Thai residents living just across the border from Thae Baw Bo
that they have fled their houses and sought shelter in Phop Phra Town in the south of Mae
Sot District.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/myanmar-airforce-fires-houses-thailand
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SSPP Battles Burma Army In Northern Shan State
By saihanlu - July 5, 2022

The Shan State Progress Party (SSPP) fought with the Burma Army (BA) in northern Shan
State during the first clash since the regime ordered the ethnic armed organisation (EAO) to
abandon its camps in the southern areas of the state.

According to an officer from SSPP, 3 BA soldiers were killed and at least 15 wounded,
including a higher ranking officer, during fighting with Infantry Battalion 223 and 276 and
Light Infantry Battalion 348 between Wan Poong Karng and Wan Oom in Mongmit Township
(also called Moe Meik) on Friday.

An SSPP soldier was also killed and another wounded in the clashes.
SSPP SSA

The BA has sent its wounded to the military
hospital in Mongmit town.

“Several Ta’ang National Liberation Army (TNLA)
soldiers in civilian clothing lured BA soldiers to
Mongmit town...Once they arrived at our camp, the
TNLA soldiers went the other way ...This is why we
clashed with the BA,” he said.

SSPP spokesperson Col Sai Hsu suspected the fighting that’s already caused a number of
civilians to flee their homes to soon spread to other areas the EAO controls.

The State Administration Council (SAC) chair Min Aung Hlaing invited EAOs, including SSPP,
to attend so-called peace talks in Naypyidaw. SSPP agreed to meet the SAC leader, but a
meeting hasn’t yet happened.

SSPP and TNLA are members of Federal Political Negotiation and Consultative Committee
and neither of the EAOs have signed the Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement but SSPP has
signed its own bilateral ceasefire with the army and the government.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/25173

Myanmar exiled minorities caught in resettlement conundrum

By Mizzima | 05 July 2022

(File) Myanmar refugee children, who fled a surge in
violence as the military cracks down on rebel groups,
cooking at a camp in Nawphewlawl near the Myanmar-
Thailand border in Kayin state. Photo: AFP

The issues of refugees, migrants and resettlement are
headline news around the world, whether it is due to the
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refugee crisis in Ukraine, refugees shipped off to Rwanda from the UK, or the thousands of
migrants arriving at the southern border of the USA.

A core issue or question is that of resettlement, rather than eventually returning home. Ever
since the signing in December 2018 of the Global Compact for Migration, there appears to
have been a tentative “green light” given to people fleeing conflict or poverty to be able to
resettle in another country, even though the wording of the agreement focuses on
improving the living conditions of people at home to prevent an exodus.

Resettlement is proving to be a political and contentious issue.
STUCK IN LIMBO

Myanmar is one country where the prospect of resettlement has proved problematic
recently for ethnic communities who have fled conflict and are effectively stuck in limbo.

The key problem areas involve the long-term refugees in Thailand, refugees who have fled
to India, and the high-profile case of Rohingya refugees, the majority of whom are living in
squalid camps in Bangladesh.

On a world level, different crises and different countries present different approaches by the
country’s authorities and the international community, including the efforts of the United
Nations to help exiles.

Crucial concepts that need to be understood when looking at ethnic minorities who have
fled Myanmar, typically due to conflict, is the question of laying the groundwork for them to
return home — rather than them seeking to resettle in a third country, a “first-world”
country such as the USA or countries in Europe.

A recent protest by Rohingya refugees in camps in Bangladesh emphasized the theme “Go
Home” — as the banners put it. Their message was that they want to return to Rakhine State,
rather resettle in a third country.

There are exceptions, of course. Individual Myanmar citizens of both Bamar and ethnic
origin have managed to escape Myanmar in the wake of the February 2021 coup to resettle
in a third country, such as Australia, UK and the USA.

But when it comes to large groupings of exiles from Myanmar, they are typically caught in a
rut with the emphasis of the temporary host country being on returning them home — not
helping them to settle in a third country.

A BRIDGE TOO FAR

Resettlement can appear to be a bridge too far for many ethnic people who have fled
Myanmar over the last three decades.

Assessment of Thailand shows that the country continues to host some 91,275 refugees (as
of May 2022, under reverification) from Myanmar in the nine Thai government-run
temporary shelters on the Thai-Myanmar border, according to the UNHCR. A considerable
number of the 90,000-plus refugees were actually born in the camps.
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Prior to the 2021 coup, there were tentative steps made to deal with the Thai refugee camp
issue.

Since October 2016 over 1,000 refugees in the temporary shelters on the Thai-Myanmar
border have returned to Myanmar through the Facilitated Voluntary Return programme led
by the governments of Thailand and Myanmar with the support of UNHCR and other
partners.

However, as the large majority have not come forward to apply for return, UNHCR
continues to work closely with the Thai and Myanmar governments, refugee community
and other stakeholders to “unlock a multi-solutions approach to find a dignified, sustainable
and comprehensive end to this situation of protracted encampment,” as the UNHCR puts it.

What this indicates is that despite the delays, the majority of these ethnic refugees seek a
better life in a third country, a developed country.

Back in the 1980s and 1990s, this used to be an option for the refugees in the Thai camps.
Now it is difficult.

Although there has been some progress in preparing for a return of ethnic refugees to
Myanmar over the last five years, including efforts to build villages in Myanmar for refugees
to go back to, the hostilities that have erupted in ethnic areas of Myanmar in the wake of
the 2021 coup has effectively put what few return programmes there were on hold. Recent
fighting in Karen State, for example, has prompted further influxes of Karen people into
Thailand. The Thai authorities’ approach, short term, is to encourage them to return home
once the fighting dies down.

INDIA’S MIXED APPROACH

When it comes to Myanmar refugees in India, a sizeable number are ethnic Chin and
Rohingya, representing two very different ethnic communities.

India’s response to refugees from Myanmar has been mixed. While the comments as of last
year of UNHCR Chief of Mission for India and Maldives Mr. Oscar Mundia were gracious
concerning India’s “genuine interest in the refugee crisis in all its facets and implications” —
referring to a total of over 200,000 foreign refugees on its soil - the responses refugees from
Myanmar have seen indicate division between Delhi — or the Centre - and local governors.

In 2021, Mizoram’s Chief Minister Zoramthanga responded early to the crisis of largely Chin
refugees entering India from Myanmar in the wake of the coup and growing conflict in Chin
State. “Every day, terrified Myanmar citizens are struggling to cross over to Mizoram in
search of shelter and protection. Mizoram cannot just remain indifferent to their suffering
today.”

Roughly 20,000 Chin refugees have fled their homes to take refuge in India over the last 18
months, according to the Indian authorities. Significant numbers have been arrested.

Indian PM Narendra Modi’s government appears to have been torn between providing a
humanitarian welcome to refugees and maintaining a working relationship with whoever is
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in power in Myanmar — even if that is an illegal military junta. In addition, Hindu nationalist
sentiment has increasingly come into play when it comes to foreign nationals, particularly
Muslim refugees.

Delhi has often sought to eject refugees from India. PM Modi’s government issued its plan
to deport over 40,000 Muslim Rohingya refugees, including at least 16,000, possibly 20,000,
who have been registered with the UNHCR.

When an appeal was filed on behalf of two of the Rohingya refugees to the Supreme Court
of India opposing the deportation, the Home Ministry filed an affidavit listing reasons why
the Rohingya refugees should be deported, according to local media.

One of the reasons given, according to the ministry, is that the Rohingya pose a “threat to
national security” due to their supposed ties with Islamic extremist groups such as Lashkar-
e-Taiba in Pakistan, the Taliban in Afghanistan and Daesh or ISIS in Iraq and Syria.

What is becoming increasingly clear is that India’s current politics, with Hindu nationalism
ascendant, does not bode well for the Rohingya, a Muslim refugee community that is one of
the most badly treated in the world.

BANGLADESH WARNS OF THE COST

When it comes to the hundreds of thousands of Rohingya refugees who have fled to
Bangladesh, the emphasis of the of the Dhaka authorities has been on attempting to
facilitate their return to Rakhine State with the help of the Myanmar authorities — not to
send them to a third country.

Apart from a relatively few Rohingya who escape and set sail for other countries in
Southeast Asia, seeking work and/or exile, the majority of the 1 million-plus refugees in
Bangladesh camps appear keen to return home — as seen in the recent protest in which the
message was — “Go Home”.

Resettlement in a third country appears to be largely out of the question.

Bangladesh has long been warning of the cost of housing so many exiles, financially and also
in terms of the negative effects on their country, socially and environmentally. Housing the
refugees is a drain on a country with a large population that faces its own demographic and
economic challenges.

THEORY AND PRACTICE

Minorities from Myanmar who have fled the country look set to continue to face problems
in attempting to return home or seek exile in a third country.

The message from the host countries Thailand, Bangladesh and India is one in which they
seek to return the refugees to their home country.

Given the worsening situation and lack of security in many areas of Myanmar as a result of
post-coup conflict, the option to return home is off the table for the majority.
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7th Mekong-Lancang Foreign Ministers' Meeting held in Bagan

PUBLISHED 5 JULY 2022 | EMG

The 7th Mekong-Lancang Cooperation Foreign
Ministers' Meeting was hosted by Myanmar
on July 4, 2022 at the Golden Palace Hotel in
Bagan.

The meeting was co-chaired by Union
Minister for Foreign Affairs U Wunna Maung
Lwin and State Councilor and Foreign Minister
of China Wang Yi.

The meeting was attended by the Deputy
Prime Minister and the Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation of
Cambodia Prak Sokhonn, Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister of Laos Thongloun
Sisoulith, Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister of Thailand Don Pramudwinai and
Foreign Minister of Vietnam Bui Thanh Son.

At the meeting, the Foreign Ministers reviewed the Mekong-Lancang cooperation process
and discussed future plans and exchanged views on ways to address the current challenges.

Union Minister for Foreign Affairs U Wunna Maung Lwin said current and future challenges
need to be addressed collectively based on unity and in the field of regional health security,
it is necessary to work closely to prevent and control infectious diseases, including COVID-
19. He thanked China for its assistance to Myanmar in the fight against COVID-19.

He welcomed China's global development agenda, believing that it would prioritize
cooperation for economic recovery and effectively respond to current challenges. He spoke
in support of China's global security agenda, saying regional development could not be
achieved without peace and stability in the region.

In addition, the Union Minister discussed it is necessary to increase cooperation for non-
traditional security issues under the Mekong-Lancang Cooperation, such as counter-
terrorism, combating transnational crime, fight against drugs, and arms smuggling. He also
welcomed the establishment of the Mekong-Lancang Cooperation Disaster Management
Program to strengthen member countries' disaster management capacity. They also
discussed possible cooperation in other areas, including water resources, agriculture, the
increase of industrial production capacity, power generation and renewable energy.

Wang Yi, State Councilor and Foreign Minister of China, said about further steps under the
Mekong-Lancang Cooperation Framework including enhancing strategic leadership for
sustainable development, enhancing economic cooperation, expanding cooperation in the
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agricultural sector, promoting green sector development, enhancing cooperation in the field
of digital innovation and people-to-people interactions.

They also discussed the way forward for China under the Mekong-Lancang Cooperation
Framework including agriculture, water resources, enhancing digital business collaboration,
cooperation in space technology and human resources.

At the meeting, the Foreign Ministers of the Mekong countries discussed the work to be
done under the framework of the Mekong-Lancang Cooperation, and issued a joint
statement at the meeting. They announced four separate statements on areas for customs,
agriculture, disaster management and people-to-people learning cooperation.

After the meeting, the inauguration ceremony of the building of the Mekong-Lancang
Cooperation Coordinating Group (Myanmar) was held at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in
Nay Pyi Taw, attended by Foreign Ministers from the Mekong-Lancang member countries.

The Mekong-Lancang Cooperation was established in 2016 and consists of Cambodia, China,
Laos, Myanmar, Thailand and Vietnam.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/7th-mekong-lancang-foreign-ministers-meeting-held-in-
bagan

China calls for junta cooperation with Myanmar opposition to resolve crisis

The comments came as an ASEAN envoy ended a visit without meeting all stakeholders.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.07.05

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi and junta
Foreign Minister Wunna Maung Lwin meet in
Bagan, July 3, 2022.

China MOFA

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi has called on
Myanmar’s military regime to work with the
opposition to resolve the country’s political
crisis, days after an ASEAN envoy concluded a
visit there without meeting any anti-junta stakeholders.

According to a statement posted on the Chinese Foreign Ministry’s official website on
Monday, Wang told the junta that Beijing wants to see “reconciliation” in Myanmar and
that “all those involved in politics should hold a dialogue for the sake of the people.”

Wang was in Mandalay region’s Bagan city on Sunday to attend the 7th Lancang-Mekong
Cooperation Summit, co-chaired by China and Myanmar. China’s Foreign Ministry said
Wang met with junta Foreign Minister Wunna Maung Lwin on Monday to discuss
reconciliation in Myanmar and informed him that his country can only move forward
when political and social stability are achieved.
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A statement from the junta following Monday’s meeting said the two sides “discussed
ways to work more closely with the United Nations and the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN).” The statement did not address China’s call for cooperation with
Myanmar’s opposition, and calls by RFA seeking comment from junta deputy information
minister, Maj. Gen. Zaw Min Tun, went unanswered Tuesday.

Myanmar-based political analyst Sai Kyi Zin Soe told RFA Burmese that the military
regime is seeking legitimacy on the global stage with the help of China after drawing
condemnation from its fellow member nations in ASEAN over its Feb. 1, 2021, coup and
an ensuing crackdown that has caused the deaths of at least 2,065 civilians, according to
Thailand’s Assistance Association for Political Prisoners.

“They are aiming for international acceptance of what they are doing at home,” he said.

But Sai Kyi Zin Soe said the junta cannot expect its status within ASEAN to change
overnight, even with the help of China, and expects a power struggle will continue with
the bloc.

China’s Foreign Ministry has said it “supports the international community’s efforts to
protect Myanmar’s interests and reputation,” according to a report by the state-run
Xinhua news agency.

A spokesman for the Pro-democracy Strike Committee (Dawei), an anti-junta group, told
RFA that the junta is seeking Chinese help because of declining international support.

“The junta has no international support at all ... and so they must rely on China,” said the
spokesman, speaking on condition of anonymity. “As China is a world power, the regime
is relying on it to obtain international recognition.”

Concern for investments

Kyaw Zaw, a spokesman for the office of the president for Myanmar’s shadow National
Unity Government (NUG), told RFA that Wang attended the Lancang-Mekong meeting in
an attempt to “legitimize the junta,” and warned that doing so would be harmful to the
country’s economy and development.

“It would be detrimental to regional security, as it would lead to more instability in the
area and there will be even more violence in Myanmar,” he said. “The situation would
become an obstacle for economic development. The military’s actions are based on
violence, and violence does not bring stability.”

Kyaw Zaw said the NUG’s goals are aimed at achieving economic growth for the country
and that the shadow government is committed to protecting genuine businesses, while
the military is turning economic projects into “battlefields.”

Since the coup, Myanmar’s armed opposition has targeted Chinese investment and
development in the country, particularly projects that could earn the junta income it says
is used to oppress the people.
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At least 77 clashes took place in the 42 townships where the China-Myanmar Economic
Corridor project was to be implemented between July 2021 and April 2022, according to
research group Institute for Strategy and Policy Myanmar.

Political analyst Ye Tun said China is concerned about its investments in Myanmar as the
conflict is unlikely to end any time soon.

“Because of that, they are also concerned about their future investments in Myanmar
and their security,” he said.

“That’s why they are pushing for the implementation of the ASEAN agreement,” he
added, referring to a Five-Point Consensus agreed to by Min Aung Hlaing at an
emergency ASEAN meeting on the crisis in April 2021.

Points agreed to during last year’s emergency ASEAN meeting included an immediate end
to violence in the country, the distribution of humanitarian aid, dialogue among all
parties, and the appointment of an ASEAN special envoy to Myanmar who would be
permitted to meet with all stakeholders. The junta has yet to implement any of the points
in the 14 months since the meeting, while continuing its violent crackdown on
opponents.

China has become the largest source of foreign investment in Myanmar since the
withdrawal of Western businesses following the military coup. However, trade between
the two countries dwindled to U.S. $4.3 billion in the 2021-2022 budget year, down from
more than U.S. $5 billion a year earlier, according to figures from the junta’s Ministry of
Commerce.

ASEAN Special Envoy Prak Sokhonn and Snr. Gen.
Min Aung Hlaing meet in Naypyidaw, June 30,
2022. Credit: Myanmar military

‘Sham effort’

Wang Yi’s comments came days after Prak
Sokhonn, the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations special envoy to Myanmar, concluded a
June 29-July 2 trip to Myanmar, during which he
met with junta chief Snr. Gen. Min Aung Hlaing, Foreign Minister Wunna Maung Lwin,
and International Cooperation Minister Ko Ko Hlaing.

He also met with seven ethnic armed groups — all signatories of a Nationwide Ceasefire
Agreement with the government since 2015 — and seven political parties that won seats
in Parliament in the country’s November 2020 election.

A July 2 statement by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs for Cambodia, which hosts the
rotating chair of ASEAN, said Sokhonn met with Min Aung Hlaing and Wunna Maung Lwin
to find a way to work with the U.N.’s representative for Myanmar, stop the violence,
release political prisoners, speak with civilians — including Suu Kyi — and access areas
where humanitarian assistance is difficult to reach. The statement said he discussed how
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the U.N. and international NGOs should be involved in humanitarian assistance with the
junta’s minister for International Cooperation, Ko Ko Hlaing.

However, the envoy did not meet with any armed ethnic groups that are opposed to the
junta’s coup, nor the National League for Democracy (NLD), which won Myanmar’s 2020
election in a landslide victory before being deposed in last year’s putsch.

Kyaw Htwe, a member of the NLD's Central Working Committee, said Sokhonn’s failure to
meet the opposition or other anti-junta stakeholders during his second visit to Myanmar
as ASEAN envoy would only serve to legitimize military rule.

“It was a meaningless, sham effort by the junta which showcased it as a sign of goodwill
towards Myanmar’s democracy, but the special envoy was only allowed to meet with
those who support the military,” he told RFA.

“In fact, history has shown that talks excluding all ethnic groups and [detained NLD
leader] Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, who is the legal winner of the 2020 elections and who still
has the support of the people, have proved futile.”

Rakhine National Party Chairman Thar Tun Hla, who met with Sokhonn, called the special
envoy’s visit “unsuccessful,” as it only focused on implementing one facet of the Five-
Point Consensus.

“He only informed us that we will be able to do humanitarian work,” he said. “There are
five points to the ASEAN consensus. Of the five, he has fulfilled only one and so the
likelihood of the trip being a success is low.”

Aid allotment

Thar Tun Hla said that while no other agreements were reached, Sokhonn had revealed
that ASEAN allotted U.S. $1.5 billion in humanitarian aid for Myanmar.

A spokesman for the Karen Social Welfare Group in Kayin state said that Sokhonn’s visit
wouldn’t benefit refugees on the ground because he had only discussed humanitarian
issues with the military.

“The military is the one causing trouble for our people — everyone can see this,” he said.
“[He] only met directly with the military regime [and those they approved], and not the
people, so we don’t think it will be beneficial for the refugees.”

During his first visit in March, Sokhonn met with only a few people chosen by the junta.
While he held more meetings this visit, political analysts said his failure to meet with key
figures, such as Suu Kyi, will not be of much use.

Translated by Khin Maung Nyane. Written in English by Joshua Lipes.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/cooperation-07052022182810.html
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Location of border dispute near Nawng Kham village

[6$9> — 00q0d $ud0dma[cgnig
[GaxosogpzeopE o96:0pdelepadde:
$605:[G 5050 e§oCabic0yrgp 3203E: §

[N Q [ c ']
QROOOE:QPIGY CIHOIIMY COVSOP:OR

C C N\ C o C O C
[sc5e0madae[mné: podiaBaopdi

R6:Cpde[3E: $606:[§| 505 egnCabiezon
63203 [0pdapgp:aodd Jo Jo 956 acdEaooaé
[sdgn:3e00 §u5§80‘5330‘59053q @Eé 220

[Gaosne[mpE 03qod§Eeel agdodenchza:

Page 68 of 69


https://burma.irrawaddy.com/news/2022/07/05/252968.html
https://burmese.shannews.org/archives/author/hsengli

[§cBeonddgad dqsloé: wes, ¢oBE g o qodglué qE:opmgtesregiié coddbarcdy

Q C
jeplN[enre bl
Qc

Jo0Jo 356 @B 00 o3¢ 00gad32000@igpi0pd e§7Eeb:e308 [3pdapep:dE
codume[ggp:320p€:a3 0Eeapadam $OOEd:gp:ad c$7Eabigpst S:cam
$00000meaPads coudMEGP:a [§od0§:00pdeamd (e esoéadiczandst
0QOdTRODEP: F2[CEP9MPep: [0

ogsa[',c g) gf mgqp e|: onE q[aq?coo Jo qodes, 0505 00 $9803€ e§7Ea6: 93209 Elcqmﬂeoao
oocﬂoocgloooeomm oap_q e@ocsge COYEPY g]oacnquooeooomL e@ocae 63208gPOPd:
8acb8:005gp:5S 8Bcong|dgp:ad GE: o?cmooocaeomm s'aorgoo oooo,?@EeE &

o0CQo O

ege[m:g]odeom 8am:pgpied veunERE:Bom m:adidqelomE: ABqaopdi
c§nEabicmygp

GE:03el coddumelgqp:al myemporn
Q052036 $0558059 0pEq 0§ oyCeelont
W3}, p|S0dercdEM:
[sc5e0madéq[aE:[gd0pdun eza0d[3pdopep:on
ayso[n20adI

https://burmese.shannews.org/archives/29004

Page 69 of 69


https://burmese.shannews.org/archives/29004

