PEACE Info (July 1, 2022)

Thousands Flee Myanmar Junta Raids in Sagaing Region
Two-year-old girl shot in the neck as family flees raid by Myanmar junta forces
Nine Sagaing Resistance Fighters Killed by Myanmar Regime

Junta troops kill 9 unarmed civilians, including 4 teens, in war-torn Sagaing region
Missing Chin State resistance fighters found dead

Myanmar Regime's Reinforcements to Strategic Outpost Attacked; Seven Killed
Junta trying to retake UkriHta army base in Karen State's Myawaddy

Burma’s Military Coup Council Violates Thai Air Space to Attack and Kill Villagers
Myanmar Regime Sorry for Junta Jet Intrusion into Thai Airspace

SAC Chairman meets with Thai military delegation in NPT to make discussions on
cooperation between the two armies, including border stability, development and
counter-terrorism

Why China Is Comfortable With Myanmar’s Military Rulers

New entreaty by ASEAN envoy to meet Myanmar’s Aung San Suu Kyi

UN Rights Expert Slams International Community for failing Myanmar People

688 CSOs send open letter to Australian Foreign Minister Penny Wong

RCSS Shuts Down Gambling In Langkhur
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Thousands Flee Myanmar Junta Raids in Sagaing Region
By THE IRRAWADDY | 1 July 2022

More than 7,000 civilians from around 20 villages in Yinmabin Township, Sagaing Region,
reportedly fled their homes on Thursday amid Myanmar’s regime raids.

Around 100 junta troops deployed in Min Gan Tite village in southern Yinmabin for two days
this week moved to Yar Pyin Su village on Thursday.

Around 3,500 civilians from a cluster of 12 villages called Ta Mar Pin Gwa and another 4,000
from other villages have fled, despite monsoon rains.

A representative of the Chindwin Toe Na Yar People’s Defence Force told The Irrawaddy
that 12 villages are about a mile apart and all residents fled when they heard the soldiers
arrive because they know the troops kill civilians.

“Some villagers are sick because of the heavy rain. We share our rations with the villagers as
they fled with nothing,” the resistance fighter said.

The villagers are now hiding in farmland and forests, he added.

The junta troops took money from abandoned houses and then torched three houses in Pha
Lan Gan village on Friday. They headed towards Pale Township, according to resistance
forces.

They are systematically torching civilian houses, claiming they support the resistance, a Lae
Ngauk villager told The Irrawaddy.

Lae Ngauk has suffered three junta arson raids. It used to have over 500 houses but at least
100 houses have now been torched.

Yinmabin is a resistance stronghold which borders Salingyi and Pale townships.

Regime troops raided numerous villages in Yinmabin and Salingyi in June and tens of
thousands of civilians fled their homes.

Soldiers killed seven Salingyi civilians within 10 days last month.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/thousands-flee-myanmar-junta-raids-in-sagaing-
region.html

Two-year-old girl shot in the neck as family flees raid by Myanmar junta forces

The incident comes amid growing concern over the impact of post-coup violence on
Myanmar’s children

Thura Maung | Published on Jul 1, 2022
A two-year-old girl was seriously wounded after she was shot in the neck while her family

was fleeing a raid on their village in Sagaing Region’s Khin-U Township on Wednesday.

Page 3 of 61


https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/thousands-flee-myanmar-junta-raids-in-sagaing-region.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/thousands-flee-myanmar-junta-raids-in-sagaing-region.html
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/two-year-old-girl-shot-in-the-neck-as-family-flees-raid-by-myanmar-junta-forces
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/author/9198

Two-year-old Thu Thu Wai was shot in the neck
when junta forces raided her village in Sagaing
Region on June 29 (Social media)

Residents of Myin Daung, the village that was
attacked, told Myanmar Now that the girl, Thu Thu
Wai, is currently receiving treatment for her injuries
in Mandalay.

“She was in her father’s arms as they tried to get away from the military’s gunshots. A bullet
went right through her neck, but didn’t hit her windpipe,” said a villager who spoke on
condition of anonymity.

Myin Daung is a large village of around 400 households, located about 18km west of the
town of Khin-U and on the opposite side of the Muu River from the town of Ye-U.

According to La Yaung, the leader of a local defence force called the Khin-U Support
Organisation (KSO), the village is a frequent target of raids by members of the pro-junta Pyu
Saw Htee militia based in the nearby village of Ywar Thit Kone.

“They always come in groups of six on three motorcycles, and we usually try to ambush
them as they leave,” he said, noting that there was a clash involving junta forces just outside
of Myin Daung on Wednesday.

There are regime soldiers occupying four villages in Khin-U Township, in addition to the
troops stationed in the town of Khin-U, according to a spokesperson for the Khin-U People’s
Defence Force (PDF).

“Each village has a squadron of soldiers, including a captain, as well as several Pyu Saw Htee
members,” the Khin-U PDF spokesperson said, adding that attacks are also launched from
Ye-U.

Khin-U has been one of the major strongholds of armed resistance to Myanmar’s military
junta since it seized power in a coup in February of last year.

More than 100 clashes have been reported in the township over the past year, claiming the
lives of at least 142 resistance fighters, according to KSO figures.

The military has also destroyed more than 1,400 houses in Khin-U as part of its effort to
crush local resistance to its rule, the group claimed.

Wednesday’s incident comes amid growing concern over the impact of post-coup violence
on Myanmar’s children.

In a report released on June 14, Tom Andrews, the UN’s special rapporteur on human rights
in Myanmar, said that the country’s military has killed more than 140 children since the
coup and detained at least 1,400 more.

In a statement, Andrews said that he has also received reports of children being tortured in
regime custody.
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Children “were beaten, stabbed, burned with cigarettes, and subjected to mock executions,
and ... had their fingernails and teeth pulled out during lengthy interrogation sessions,” he
said.

Describing such acts as crimes against humanity and war crimes, he called for concerted
international action to hold those responsible to account.

“Junta leader Min Aung Hlaing and other architects of the violence in Myanmar must be
held accountable for their crimes against children,” he said.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/two-year-old-girl-shot-in-the-neck-as-family-
flees-raid-by-myanmar-junta-forces

Nine Sagaing Resistance Fighters Killed by Myanmar Regime
By THE IRRAWADDY | 1 July 2022

Nine resistance members, including four teenagers, were executed by Myanmar’s junta in
Shwebo Township, Sagaing Region, on Wednesday.

Ko Moe Gyo, a leader of the Generation Z Special Task Force in Wetlet, an adjacent
township, told The Irrawaddy on Friday that their comrades were detained and killed while
they were unarmed in Shwebo Township to attend medical training.

The female victims were Ma Pa Pa Khaing, 14, Ma Win Ei Kyaw, 15, Ma Naing Naing Aung,
25, and Ma Thit Thit Hlaing, 34. The males were Ko Phoe Htaung, 17, Ko Phone Kyaw, 17, Ko
Thein Than Oo, 21, Ko Aung Kyaw Moe, 23, and Ko Phoe Nyein, 25.

Two of the male victims were on sentry duty in Wetlet while the others, including the five
women, were on the group’s medical team, said Ko Moe Gyo.

They all joined the group two to three months ago, he said.

The group said two male comrades were gunned down while trying to avoid arrest and the
other seven were tortured to death by junta troops.

A pro-regime Telegram channel posted photos of the corpses saying they were killed for
refusing to stop at a regime checkpoint.

The corpses of nine resistance members. / Fifty Two
News

S “We are very upset. We must avenge the executions. We
CEeR  will fight back until the victory of our revolution,” said Ko
Myo Gyo.

Regime forces are relentlessly committing atrocities
against civilians, including arbitrary arrests and killings,
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torture, extrajudicial killings, massacres, burning alive, using civilians as human shields,
aerial bombing and shelling residential areas and looting and burning houses, which United
Nations representatives have called war crimes and crimes against humanity.

An estimated 2,040 people have been killed by the regime while 14,402 people, including
elected government leaders, have been detained since the coup last year, said the
Assistance Association for Political Prisoners (AAPP).

At least 95 people, including National League for Democracy members, student activists,
resistance fighters, peaceful protesters, striking civil servants, politicians and bystanders,
have been tortured to death in junta custody, according to a joint statement by 14 rights
groups, including the AAPP.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/nine-sagaing-resistance-fighters-killed-by-
myanmar-regime.html

Junta troops kill 9 unarmed civilians, including 4 teens, in war-torn Sagaing region
The group was detained while enroute to receive medical training in a nearby township.
By RFA Burmese | 2022.07.01

The nine medics with the Wetlet
township branch of the Generation Z
Special Task Force who were killed by
the military on June 29, 2022. Photo:
RFA

Junta troops in Myanmar’s embattled
Sagaing region captured and killed
nine unarmed civilians, including four
teenagers, as they traveled to receive
medical training, according to an official from their group and a family member of one of
the victims.

The nine medics with the Wetlet township branch of the Generation Z Special Task Force,
an organization aligned with the anti-junta People’s Defense Force (PDF) paramilitary
group, were detained by the military, and shot dead on Wednesday near Shwebo
township’s Kunseik village while enroute to southeastern Sagaing’s Ayadaw township,
some 60 kilometers (37 miles) away.

A spokesman for the Generation Z Special Task Force told RFA Burmese that those killed
included four women: Pa Pa Khine, 14, Win Ei Kyaw, 15, Naing Naing Aung, 24, and Thit
Thit Hlaing, 34; and five men: Pho Htaung, 17, Phone Kyaw, 17, Thein Than Qo, 21, Aung
Kyaw Moe, 27, and Pho Nyein, 27.

The spokesman, who spoke on condition of anonymity, said that his group confirmed the
identities of the victims after obtaining photos of the slaughter.
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“They didn’t have any weapons on them. They were going for medical training in an area
where there was no fighting,” he said.

“We sent for them after notifying our allied groups as there were no military activities
around here [and could safely return]. We have no idea how they got captured. We heard
about some arrests [on Wednesday] and only [on Thursday], when we saw the photos,
did we realize they were our team members.”

The mother of one victim said she was devastated by the news that her daughter and her
friends were killed at such a young age.

“She wanted to do this, even though she was so young. She always said that she wanted
to have a role she could play,” said the victim’s mother, who also declined to be named.

“Now that this has happened, I'm heartbroken. I’'m so numb and | feel like | have nothing
inside.”

The junta has yet to comment on the incident and calls by RFA to junta deputy
information minister, Maj. Gen. Zaw Min Tun, went unanswered on Thursday.

The Generation Z Special Task Force said it will work to obtain justice for the families of
the victims of the extrajudicial killings and to bring international attention to the incident
with the help of Myanmar’s shadow National Unity Government.

According to the Bangkok-based Assistance Association for Political Prisoners, security
forces have killed at least 2,053 civilians since the military’s Feb. 1, 2021, coup, although
the group acknowledges its records are incomplete and says the real number of deaths is
likely much higher.

Last month, the Institute for Strategy and Policy (ISP), a local think tank, said in a report
that it had documented at least 5,646 civilian deaths in Myanmar between the coup and
May 10.

The ISP figure included people killed by security forces during anti-junta protests, in
clashes between the military and pro-democracy paramilitaries or ethnic armies, while
held in detention, and in revenge attacks, including against informers for the regime.

At least 1,831 civilians were killed in shooting deaths, the largest number of which
occurred in Sagaing region, where junta troops have faced some of the toughest
resistance to military rule in clashes with the PDF paramilitaries that have displaced tens
of thousands of residents since the coup, the ISP report said.

Translated by Khin Maung Nyane. Written in English by Joshua Lipes.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/teens-07012022175710.html
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Missing Chin State resistance fighters found dead

The CDF finds the bodies of two of their members murdered after a military withdrawal
from a battlesite in Mindat Township

Khin YiYi Zaw | Published on Jul 1, 2022

CDF members operating in Mindat Township, Chin
State (CDF Mindat)

Two members of the Chinland Defence Force (CDF)
chapter of southern Chin State’s Mindat Township
went missing during a battle with junta troops on
Wednesday only to be found slain the next day, the
resistance group said in a statement.

RS e B et
The clash took place on Wednesday morning near the village of Pa Lon Twi in the northern
part of the township, where an army unit was reportedly trying to enter Mindat from Htilin,
across the regional border in Magway. Fighting reportedly lasted six hours, ending at 3pm.

The CDF found the bodies of their members at noon on Thursday after the military had left
Pa Lon Twi, which they occupied overnight. They noted that the individuals had suffered
multiple wounds.

Salai Ha Aum, a spokesperson for the CDF-Mindat, said it appeared that the guerrilla fighters
had been taken prisoner by the occupying junta soldiers and subsequently murdered, but
did not provide further details on the condition in which they were found.

“They were killed in a very brutal manner,” he said.
Their identities had not been released at the time of reporting.

In a previous statement published prior to the discovery of the two bodies, the CDF-Mindat
said that one of its members had been killed in Wednesday’s clash and another injured.

Salai Ha Aum said that the resistance fighters would “not lose [their] spirit” and vowed to
take further action against the junta’s forces.

Yaw Man, a representative of the anti-coup Mindat People’s Administration Team said that
there had also been several recent civilian casualties due to the military’s firing of heavy
artillery shells in the township.

A 14-year-old boy was killed in one such bombing in southern Mindat on Tuesday, the
fourth death in the area this month due to artillery fire by the Mindat-based Infantry
Battalion 274, according to residents. On June 16, shells fired by the battalion also
reportedly killed two women and a man who were working in a farm in the village of Mwi

Twi.

The military council, which declared martial law in Mindat more than a year ago, has not
released any information on the incidents.
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Members of the township’s anti-coup movement were among the first in the country to
take up arms against regime forces cracking down on protesters at the time, with the CDF
forming in April last year. Rural Mindat remains a resistance stronghold.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/missing-chin-state-resistance-fighters-found-
dead

Myanmar Regime's Reinforcements to Strategic Outpost Attacked; Seven Killed
By NORA AUNG | 1 July 2022

The Karen National Defense Organization (KNDO) says it attacked Light Infantry Divisions 44
as it tried to reinforce the Myanmar junta’s Ukayit Hta outpost and killed at least seven
soldiers and seized weapons in Myawaddy Township, Karen State, on Thursday.

The KNU’s armed wings, the Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA) and KNDO, and other
resistance groups launched their assault on the outpost on June 26.

Facebook videos show dead and detained regime soldiers and seized weapons.

KNDO Captain Al Say Wah said on the video that they attacked and seized the weapons on
Thursday morning.

“Send more fighters to Brigade 6. Look at the weapons that we seized. We only needed to
fight for less than an hour for this,” said Capt Al Say Wah.

The KNDO seized rifles, machine guns, heavy weapons, bombs, shells, bullets and drone
jammers, according to the video.

Another videos shows around seven soldiers’ bodies and about six others held captive.
A Karen resistance source said fighting and airstrikes are ongoing at the Ukayit Hta outpost.

Junta spokesman Major General Zaw Min Tun told a press conference on Friday that the
outpost is still in junta-control with the support of airstrikes and artillery.

On Thursday, regime jets entered Thai airspace. A video of a junta jet flying over a
residential area of Phop Phra District in Tak Province on the Thai side of the border was
widely viewed on Facebook in Thai.

Ukayit Hta is at a key road junction and is strategically important.

Almost 300 civilians from Waw Lay have fled across the Moei River to Thailand, according to
a rescue team in the Thai border town of Mae Sot.

Karen resistance forces captured a military camp in Maw Khee in the KNLA’s Brigade 6
territory, known as Dooplaya District, on March 22. The KNLA and allied groups seized the
junta’s Thay Baw Boe camp on May 18.
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Earlier this month, the KNDO and it’s allies seized Waw Lay police station, where junta
troops are based. Five regime soldiers were reportedly captured and nine detained
resistance fighters were rescued.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-regimes-reinforcements-to-strategic-
outpost-attacked-seven-killed.html

Junta trying to retake UkriHta army base in Karen State's Myawaddy

By Mizzima | 01 July 2022

On 29 June junta forces launched attacks on UkriHta
army base in Karen State's Myawaddy District after it
was captured by a combined force led by the Karen
National Union (KNU) on 26 June.

A joint force of the Karen National Union (KNU) the
Karen National Defence Organisation (KNDO) and local
PDFs attacked and occupied the UkriHta Military
Council’s camp in Wale Myaing Township, in an area of Karen State's Myawaddy District
controlled by KNU Brigade 6, on the morning of 26 June.

During fighting at the camp, between 26 and 29 June, eight members of the KNU joint force
and more than 20 junta soldiers died.

On 29 June the junta air force carried out more than 20 airstrikes against UkriHta camp.

The KNDO believes that the junta will soon send in ground troops. A KNDO soldier said: 'The
military Council is reinforcing its forces with Border Guard Force (BGF) and DKBA soldiers. |
think they are planning to take back Ukrihta Camp. Currently, they are carrying out
clearance operations in Wale Myaing.'

https://www.mizzima.com/article/junta-trying-retake-ukrihta-army-base-karen-states-
myawaddy

Burma’s Military Coup Council Violates Thai Air Space to Attack and Kill Villagers

A fighter jet under orders from the military-appointed State Administration Council, (SAC)
entered Thai air space to circle back to attack villages across the border in Karen State.

Karen News | 1 July 2022

Thai villagers said the SAC fighter jets flew 5kms into Thailand

territory three times. A local driver told Karen News “it was

scary, they made three big circles before crossing back into
o Burma to fire rockets.”

ad The SAC fighter jets entered Thailand’s air space over Phop
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Phra district around 11;30am on Thursday morning. Thai villagers said the sight of foreign
jets over their village and explosions as they fired on villages across the border was
terrifying.

The Bangkok Post reported that local residents scared by the jets closed two local schools,
suspended classes and took refuge in bunkers.

Local Thai Facebook pages echoed the anger of residents in Phop Phra district and of fleeing
Karen villagers from across the border.

A Karen villager described to Karen News how the airstrike destroyed buildings and pieces
of concrete were flying everywhere.

“The plane flew so low when they shot, | think I'm hit. This is not a war zone. We're scared,
we’re angry. We don’t know what to do — stay inside the building, run outside and
hide...we’re scared ...so scared.”

Karen villagers said Thai soldiers and villagers helped them to safety on the Thai side.
Villagers told Karen News at 2am on the 29th June a 21-year-old man was killed by a Burma
Army mortar shell that landed on the Thai side of the border. The Karen villager pointed out;
“this is the 10th time they [Burma Army] fired rockets to our side. We stayed in a bunker,
we’re scared, our children are crying with fear, we’re lucky Thai villagers helped us.”

A village teacher told Karen News Thai soldiers were visibly angry at the intrusion of the
fighter jet and of Burma Army munitions landing on Thai territory.

“Thai soldiers were upset and said how dare they [Burma Army] break the rules. Thai people
are now scared to stay in their own homes.”

A villager explained to Karen News the Burma
military and its army has no respect for anything
— people, religion or laws.

“We heard when they [Burma Army] entered the
temple they kicked the monk’s food off the table
and thrashed the temple.”

The village pointed out that on Wednesday, 29t,
the Abbott from Mawtha Monastery was killed instantly when hit by shrapnel from a Burma
Army rocket.

“l spoke with him just before he was killed. He was a good monk. He encouraged us to work
and be better people. It’s so sad, why do they [SAC] want to fight and kill people?”

Today, a U Kray Hta villager confirmed to Karen News that two monks and a civilian were
killed in the latest Burma Army attacks and the attacks are still ongoing.

“They’re still attacking us with air strikes. It’s already seven times and it’s not even noon.
We can clearly see drones overhead. We’'re worried. We don’t know what will happen. We
need the airstrikes to stop.”
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The Bangkok Post confirmed in a news report that a fighter entered Thai air space on the
30th June.

“Around noon, a MiG-29 Myanmar air force fighter jet intruded about 4-5 kilometres into
Thailand’s airspace, over areas between Ban Wao Lay Tai and Ban Wao Lay Nua villages.”

https://karennews.org/2022/07/burmas-military-coup-council-violates-thai-air-space-to-
attack-and-kill-villagers/

Myanmar Regime Sorry for Junta Jet Intrusion into Thai Airspace
By THE IRRAWADDY | 1 July 2022

Myanmar air force chief General Htun Aung has apologised to his Thai counterpart after a
Myanmar military fighter jet intruded into Thai airspace on Thursday, just a day after coup
leader Senior General Min Aung Hlaing met a Thai army general to discuss stability and anti-
terrorism in areas along the Myanmar-Thailand frontier.

On Thursday afternoon a Myanmar air force MIG-29 intruded around four to five kilometers
into Thai air space, flying over parts of Phop Phra District in Tak Province while launching
airstrikes against anti-regime resistance forces based near the Myanmar-Thai border.

The Royal Thai Air Force responded by scrambling two F-16 fighter jets to patrol over the
border district. The intrusion of the Myanmar jet and the sound of the explosions from the
airstrikes caused panic in two Thai villages near the border, prompting residents to take
shelter in bunkers, while schools evacuated their students.

A source said Thailand’s Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha spoke with Royal Thai Air Force
chief Air Chief Marshal (ACM) Napadej Dhupatemiya about the intrusion into Thai air space
and asked him to lodge a protest via Thailand’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Thai air
force attache at the Thai embassy in Yangon, the Bangkok Post reported.

ACM Napadej later phoned General Htun Aung about the Myanmar air force incursion. The
general apologised and said there would be no recurrence of the incident, said the source.

On Wednesday, Min Aung Hlaing had rolled out the red carpet for a Royal Thai Army general
to discuss stability and anti-terrorism in border areas among other issues.

Junta-controlled newspapers said Min Aung Hliang received a Thai military delegation
headed by Lieutenant General Apichet Suesat of the Royal Thai Army in the Myanmar
capital Naypyitaw. The delegation was in the country to attend the 34th meeting of

the Thailand-Myanmar Regional Border Committee hosted by Myanmar. The meeting was
held in the Shan State capital Taunggyi, but the Thai delegation was invited to meet Min
Aung Hlaing in Naypyitaw.

Lt-Gen Apichet Suesat is the commander of the Third Army Region (TAR) that comprises
border areas in northern Thailand neighboring Myanmar.
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The TAR is one of the most active commands dealing with the fallout from the conflict in
frontier areas inside Myanmar following last year’s coup, as well as dealing with illegal
migrants from Myanmar who slip across the border into Thailand in search of work.

Thailand shares an over 2,400 kilometers-long frontier with Myanmar. Cross-border trade
contributes significantly to the economies of both countries.

Min Aung Hlaing’s meeting with the Thai delegation comes as the military regime is facing

daily attacks from ethnic armed organizations (EAO) and anti-coup resistance forces based

along the Myanmar-Thai border. The junta has responded with the increased use of air and
artillery strikes.

In 2021, Lt-Gen Apichet told the Bangkok Post that there is an agreement with the Myanmar
military where the Thai army will shoot off a flare to alert them when stray shells or bombs
land on Thai territory.

“But if there’s no let-up of stray shells, we will shoot back. The gesture should not be
misinterpreted as the army taking the side of minority groups. We are out to protect Thai
citizens,” said the Lt-Gen.

Since Sunday, there has been fierce fighting in Karen State’s Myawaddy Township, where
ethnic Karen EAOs and resistance groups are trying to seize a strategic junta outpost near
the Myanmar-Thai border.

Min Aung Hlaing’s reception of the Thai delegation can also be seen as his attempt to show
the world that Thailand and the junta maintain a cordial relationship, even as other
countries in Southeast Asia shun his regime for its brutal crackdowns that have killed over
2,000 civilians since the coup.

Thailand has taken a softer approach to the junta than other countries. While the world
condemned the February 2021 coup, Deputy Thai Prime Minister Prawit Wongsuwon said it
was “their internal affair”.

And while the regime’s plan to hold an election in 2023 has been denounced internationally,
Thailand’s newly-appointed special envoy to Myanmar, Pornpimol ‘Pauline’ Kanchanalak,
said last month that the world must take the junta’s commitment to hold elections “at face
value” and that “condemnations, sanctions, ostracization” of the regime “have reached
diminishing returns.”

Regime media reported that Min Aung Hiang and Lt-Gen Apichet Suesat discussed and
exchanged views on enhancing the friendship and cooperation between their militaries,
stability in border areas, increasing co-operation in the rule of law and control of narcotics,
and the successful implementation of peace and development and anti-terrorism in border
areas.

They discussed also how the Thai military could help facilitate the return of striking civil
servants, students and young people who are sheltering in areas along the border to avoid
being arrested.
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In 1988, after the failed pro-democracy uprising, thousands of Myanmar dissidents flocked
to border areas. The then Thai army chief General Chavalit Yongchaiyudh flew to Yangon
and met with the then junta, breaking the international isolation imposed on the regime for
its killing of thousands of pro-democracy demonstrators.

In return, Thai companies received lucrative logging contracts, fishing rights and deals in the
hotel business. Chavalit agreed also to repatriate student activists who had fled to Thailand
after the massacres, whether they wanted to return or not.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-regime-sorry-for-junta-jet-intrusion-
into-thai-airspace.html

SAC Chairman meets with Thai military delegation in NPT to make discussions on
cooperation between the two armies, including border stability, development and
counter-terrorism

PUBLISHED 1 JULY 2022 | EMG

Chairman of the State Administration Council and
Commander-in-Chief of the Defence Services, Senior
General Min Aung Hlaing, met with Thai military
delegation led by Lt. Gen. Apichet Suesat, who
attended the 34th Myanmar-Thailand Regional
Boundary Committee Meeting hosted by Myanmar, at
the Zeyar Thiri Beikman in Nay Pyi Taw on the
afternoon of June 29.

During the meeting, the two sides exchanged views on ways to further strengthen the
existing friendship and cooperation between the two armies, border stability, conditions for
enhancing cooperation in law enforcement and drug control and other areas, political
situation in Myanmar and the security forces' efforts to end the violence, cooperation
between the two armies to bring stability, peace and development to the border area and
to successfully carry out counter-terrorism issues.

Similarly, they also discussed on cultural exchanges between the two countries and the two
armies, holding friendly sports competitions, friendship visits for the exchange of
agricultural knowledge, the conditions in which Tatmadaw has invited peace talks with
ethnic armed groups to bring peace to the whole country and the help of Thai military for
some students, youths and CDM staff in overseas to re-enter Myanmar from the border
areas in line with the invitation issued by the State Administration Council.

Chairman of the State Administration Council, the Vice-Chairman of the State
Administration Council, Deputy Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services Vice-Senior
General Soe Win and senior army officers, Myanmar Ambassador to Thailand U Chit Swe, Lt.
Gen. Apichet Suesat, Col. Sarany-anis Sutthiwajachinadej and senior officials from the Royal
Thai Army attended the meeting.
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https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/sac-chairman-meets-with-thai-military-delegation-in-
npt-to-make-discussions-on-cooperation

Why China Is Comfortable With Myanmar’s Military Rulers
By THE IRRAWADDY | 1 July 2022

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi will travel to Myanmar this weekend for a regional
meeting in what will be Beijing’s highest-profile visit since the military seized power.

Wang will attend a foreign ministers” meeting of the Lancang-Mekong Cooperation
mechanism in the UNESCO World Heritage town Bagan in Mandalay Region.

The Chinese foreign minister’s visit comes on the heels of the regime’s recent transfer of
Myanmar’s detained State Counselor and democracy leader Daw Aung San Suu Kyi to
solitary confinement in a prison from house arrest.

It also comes in the wake of attacks by anti-regime armed resistance groups on Chinese
projects in the country for harboring regime soldiers, who have killed civilians and torched
villages nearby.

Recently, Chinese-owned Wanbao Mining Company in Sagaing Region was attacked with
explosives and its power cables were blown up. The company condemned the attacks but
didn’t comment on the sheltering of regime troops in its compound.

Some armed resistance groups are now openly challenging Chinese projects in Myanmar
and have condemned China’s support for the regime.

Amid these attacks, there are reports that China wants to negotiate with the regime to send
trained security guards to protect Chinese interests and mining projects in central Myanmar.

Hundreds of Chinese nationals have reportedly entered Myanmar through two major
checkpoints including Chinshwe-haw in Laukkaing Township, in Shan State’s Laukkaing
District. Several ethnic armed groups based along the China-Myanmar border believe that
the Chinese have negotiated with the regime to deploy more security guards at the targeted
projects in Myanmar.

The question now is whether Wang will meet coup leader Snr-Gen Min Aung Hlaing in
Myanmar this time. If they meet, will Wang raise the issue of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, who
was transferred from house arrest to prison last week? Or it will their talks focus more on
extracting assurances from the regime that it will protect Chinese interests and projects in
Myanmar?

After the coup, massive anti-China protests broke out in Myanmar and Chinese factories
came under attack.

The attacks on China-linked businesses and China’s natural gas pipelines prompted Beijing
to request an emergency meeting with regime officials, at which the Chinese side urged the
junta to tighten security measures.
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Wang is no stranger to Min Aung Hlaing or Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, and last visited Myanmar
in January 2021, just weeks before the coup. On that occasion he met with the country’s
civilian President U Win Myint and the State Counselor, as well as military chief Min Aung
Hlaing.

Since the coup, with Western governments imposing sanctions in response to the junta’s
violent crackdown on dissent, the regime has turned increasingly to allies including China
and Russia.

In April, current regime Foreign Minister Wunna Maung Lwin was invited to visit China and
received a warm welcome from Wang. Beijing said it would help safeguard Myanmar’s
sovereignty, independence and territorial integrity “no matter how the situation changes”.

Wang told his Myanmar counterpart that Beijing “has always placed Myanmar in an
important position in its neighborly diplomacy” and wants to “deepen exchanges and
cooperation.”

Wang’s comments amounted to Beijing’s most unambiguous statement of support to date
for the military regime.

Last year, Yun Sun, an expert on Myanmar-China relations with the Stimson Center, a US
think-tank, said, “l think the Chinese can see that this military coup is successful and is here
to stay.”

China is one of the top investors in Myanmar (as well as a major arms supplier) and has
strategic infrastructure projects in the country, including energy pipelines that give Beijing a
critical link to the Indian Ocean.

For Beijing, ultimately the question boils down to: Who can protect its interests and
geopolitical objectives in Myanmar?

China insists it is sticking to its classic “non-interference” policy—one of the Five Principles
of Peaceful Coexistence that is core to its foreign policy. In reality, given China’s enormous
overseas interests and global economic power, it will do what is necessary to protect its
business interests and counter security threats. Myanmar is no exception.

Therefore, China will need the regime’s assurance that it can protect its interests in
Myanmar from those hostile ethnic armed groups and newly formed resistance groups that
now pose immediate threats to Chinese projects.

In contrast, in June, US State Department Counselor Derek Chollet, making a visit to
Southeast Asia, said the military is suffering “serious losses” in its fight against its own
people, who have been resisting military rule in the country.

Given the ongoing crisis in Myanmar, Chollet said the regime was finding itself increasingly
isolated, not just internationally but at home.

“They’re not winning. They’re losing territory. Their military is taking serious losses,” he told
The Irrawaddy in a recent interview.
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More than 2,000 people have been killed in the military’s crackdown on dissent since the
coup, according to a local monitoring group. Thousands of villages have been burned down
and activists and politicians have been locked up in prisons. Several politicians and activists
have been taken away and next morning family members have been told to claim the dead
bodies.

The UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) in February said it had stepped up its emergency response
to assist hundreds of thousands of internally displaced people in Myanmar as their number
crossed the 800,000 mark—a doubling since last year’s military coup.

Myanmar citizens are well aware of China’s self-interest, and therefore Wang’s visit to
Myanmar will be keenly monitored. Any endorsement of the regime and General Min Aung
Hlaing will backfire. The threats to Chinese interests are real. It is about time China engaged
with opposition forces in Myanmar.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/analysis/why-china-is-comfortable-with-myanmars-
military-rulers.html

New entreaty by ASEAN envoy to meet Myanmar’s Aung San Suu Kyi

Prak Sokhonn again asks the junta to meet with the NLD chief despite an earlier rejection.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.07.01

ASEAN Special Envoy Prak Sokhonn meets with Snr.
Gen. Min Aung Hlaing in Naypyidaw, June 30 2022.
Myanmar Military

The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)
Special Envoy to Myanmar has again requested that
the junta let him speak with detained opposition

‘ chief Aung San Suu Kyi, amid criticism that his mission
to resolve the country S polltlcal crisis will be fruitless without meeting all stakeholders.

ASEAN Special Envoy Prak Sokhonn held talks on Friday with representatives of seven
ethnic armed groups in the capital Naypyidaw on the third day of his second visit to
Myanmar since assuming his role with the bloc.

Leaders of the armed groups told RFA Burmese that during the two-hour meeting Prak
Sokhonn explained that he is working to achieve three goals: a dialogue on conflict
resolution with all stakeholders, a nationwide ceasefire, and providing humanitarian
assistance to those in need.

He also told the groups that he wants to meet with the head of the deposed National
League for Democracy (NLD) Aung San Suu Kyi, but that doing so “is very difficult,” they
said.
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Nai Aung Ma-ngay, a spokesman for the New Mon State Party (NMSP), an opposition
party that signed the Myanmar government’s nationwide ceasefire agreement in 2018,
told RFA that the ASEAN envoy claimed to have asked for a meeting “with those whom he
deserved to meet” during talks with junta leader Snr. Gen. Min Aung Hlaing on Thursday.

“He said he is trying his best on the prison issue. He said he met with the [junta]
chairman yesterday and talked about these issues. He said they also talked about a
dialogue,” the NMSP spokesman said.

“Regarding the matter of Aung San Suu Kyi behind prison walls, he told us today ‘it is very
difficult’ and ‘will take a lot of time.””

Nai Aung Ma-ngay noted that during Prak Sokhonn was also denied access to Suu Kyi by
the junta during first visit to Myanmar as special envoy in March.

“He said he is still trying and that he has about six months left in his current role [before
the ASEAN chair rotates at the end of the year],” the NMSP spokesman said. “He told us
that he would try to find a way to do it before his tenure ends.”

During an emergency meeting on the situation in Myanmar in April 2021, Min Aung
Hlaing had agreed to a so-called Five-Point Consensus to end violence in the country,
which included meeting with all stakeholders to resolve the political crisis, but has failed
to keep that promise. Observers say that peace cannot be achieved without including the
NLD leadership and other powerbrokers in the process.

In addition to the NMSP, the ethnic armed groups that met with Prak Sokhonn on Friday
included the Shan State Reconstruction Council (RCSS), Democratic Karen Army (DKBA),
Arakan State Liberation Party (ALP), Karen National Peace Council (KNLA/PC), Lahu
Democratic Union (LDU) and Pa-O National Liberation Organization (PNLO). All seven are
among groups that have signed a Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement (NCA) with the
government since 2015.

Saw Mra Yazarlin, vice-chairwoman of the ALP, told RFA that Prak Sokhonn also asked the
groups for their thoughts on who else should be included in talks aimed at resolving the
country’s political stalemate.

“Some answered him, saying representatives of the government, parliament, and
[military],” she said.

“[But there also] must be all political parties, and all ethnic armed groups, and civil
society organizations, and other stakeholders included. Our side told him such a situation
is necessary.”

National League for Democracy party leader Aung San Suu
Kyi, in a file photo. Credit: AFP

‘No one is above the law’

Prior to Prak Sokhonn’s ongoing five-day trip, Cambodian
Prime Minister Hun Sen — whose nation holds the chair of
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ASEAN — and the special envoy had requested that he meet with Suu Kyi and NLD
president Win Myint but were refused by the junta. The pair are among several NLD
officials who were arrested in the immediate aftermath of the military’s Feb. 1, 2021,
coup and face multiple charges widely viewed as politically motivated.

Prak Sokhonn has also requested that Suu Kyi be returned to her original place of
detention after she was transferred last week to a Naypyidaw prison, prompting concern
for the 77-year-old’s well-being due to poor conditions and lack of access to health care
at the facility. That request was denied Friday by junta Deputy Minister of Information
Maj. Gen. Zaw Min Tun, who told a press conference that “no one is above the law,” and
said special arrangements had been made to provide Suu Kyi “with proper food and
healthcare needs.”

Multiple attempts by RFA to contact Zaw Min Tun for comment on Prak Sokhonn’s visit
went unanswered Friday.

Earlier this week, the junta spokesman said that “those facing trials” will not be allowed
to meet with the ASEAN envoy, adding that the military regime is “working with certain
groups” to end the conflict in Myanmar, which has claimed the lives of 2,053 civilians
since the coup, according to Bangkok-based NGO Assistance Association for Political
Prisoners.

The military has said it plans to allow the envoy meet with “some NLD members” during
his visit but has not specified who they are.

When asked on Wednesday who will hold talks with Prak Sokhonn, NLD central working
committee member Kyaw Htwe said he could not comment on the matter.

No solution likely

Speaking to RFA, Naing Htoo Aung, permanent secretary of the shadow National Unity
Government’s (NUG) Ministry of Defense, described Friday’s talks as “a sham,” and said
they won’t produce a practical solution to the political crisis in Myanmar.

“It is very important that all those who deserve to be involved in the talks are involved,”
he said.

“A sham political dialogue is not a solution to the country’s political and armed conflict,
and such talks could have more negative consequences.”

Ye Tun, a Myanmar-based political analyst, said that Friday’s meeting failed to include
armed groups fighting junta forces in Kayin, Kachin, Chin, and Kayah states, and Sagaing
and Magway regions, and that therefore it would do little to reduce ongoing military
tensions in the country.

“The armed conflicts we are seeing now took place after the 2021 coup and thus,
discussions with the ethnic armed groups are not the solution,” he said.

Page 19 of 61



Ye Tun noted that several armed ethnic groups who are supporting the anti-junta
People’s Defense Force (PDF) paramilitary group have also refused to hold talks with the
military.

“This situation will remain the same and the conflicts will continue — they might even
become more intense,” he said.

ASEAN has yet to release details of Prak Sokhonn’s meetings with the ethnic armed
groups, Min Aung Hlaing, or with Foreign Minister Wunna Maung Lwin and International
Cooperation Minister Ko Ko Hlaing, who he spoke with later on Thursday.

Translated by Khin Maung Nyane. Written in English by Joshua Lipes.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/entreaty-07012022204718.html

UN Rights Expert Slams International Community for failing Myanmar People
By THE IRRAWADDY | 1 July 2022

A United Nations (UN) human rights expert has slammed the international community for its
inability to tackle the Myanmar junta’s brutal campaign of violence against the people of
Myanmar.

Tom Andrews, UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Myanmar, made
the comments at a UN human rights council meeting on June 29. He told the member states
that since his last report to the council three months ago, the military regime’s atrocities
against civilians had not only continued but escalated, while stressing the shocking violence
against children.

Over 2,500 civilians have now been killed by the junta in its lethal campaign against its
opponents, while more than 11,000 people have been detained and 1.1 million people are
internally displaced in Myanmar, said Mr. Andrews.

The junta has also announced that the executions of political prisoners on death row will go
ahead soon.

“The military has trained its guns on growing numbers of villagers and other non-
combatants....and accelerated a brutal campaign of arson and murder in the northwest,”
said the UN Special Rapporteur.

He added that regime forces have relentlessly bombed villages with fighter jets and attack
helicopters, as well as launching artillery strikes, killing men, women and children.

“In my view these repeated attacks on civilians — as well as other grave human rights
violations — constitute crimes against humanity and war crimes,” a top independent human
rights council-appointed investigator said, while warning that the international community’s
failure to stop those crimes “will be a death sentence for untold numbers of people”.

Children killed and tortured
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“At least 382 children have been killed or maimed; more than 1,400 children have been
arbitrarily detained...142 children have been tortured since the coup,” said Mr. Andrews.

“These children have been beaten, cut and stabbed; they have been burned with cigarettes;
they have had their fingernails and teeth pulled out; they have been forced to hold stress
positions; they have been subjected to mock executions; they have been sexually
assaulted,” he said.

At least 61 children are currently being held hostage by the junta in an attempt to force
their adult relatives to give themselves up, he added.

Mr. Andrews warned recently that “Myanmar children are at risk of becoming a lost
generation” unless immediate steps are taken to protect them from the mounting violence
perpetrated by the junta.

He shared his recent conversation with a teenage Myanmar girl who told him her greatest
hope is “to have a good night’s sleep, without fear, without hearing the sound of bombs and
guns.”

The UN exert added that 33,000 children in Myanmar could die of preventable deaths this
year alone, as they have missed routine immunizations, while five million children require
urgent humanitarian assistance.

“The devastating and deteriorating conditions in Myanmar should lead to only one
conclusion: the international community’s current approach to the crisis in Myanmar is not
working,” he said while urging the world to take action.

“The people of Myanmar continue to wait for the Security Council to even consider a
resolution about Myanmar,” he said.

He added that some UN member states have failed to impose sanctions on the junta, even
when they have done so in response to other crises, while those who have adopted
sanctions have too often failed to strategically coordinate those sanctions.

The Special Rapporteur also stated that many countries have failed to target the junta’s
largest sources of revenue and their ability to move funds around.

Ko Tayzar San, a prominent anti-regime leader, told The Irrawaddy that the international
community has failed to effectively support the Myanmar revolution, despite the fact that it
has now been going on for over a year.

“Thousands have been killed. Tens of thousands have been imprisoned. And people
continue to face daily arson attacks and killings. Yet there is no effective international
support to protect them. And no serious action has yet been taken against [the regime],”
said Ko Tayzar San.

However, the anti-coup activist said that all ethnic brothers and sisters across the country
will keep fighting together for their freedom and to build a federal democracy.
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688 CSOs send open letter to Australian Foreign Minister Penny Wong

By Mizzima |

Australian Foreign Minister Penny Wong. Photo: EPA

688 Myanmar, regional and international civil society
organisations (CSOs) have signed an open letter to the
new Australian Foreign Minister, Penny Wong. They
called on her to improve on the previous government's
lack of support for those fighting the junta's illegitimate
coup and to properly support the struggle for a federal

democratic Myanmar.

They said: 'We are writing to urge you to hear our voices, as we struggle for a federal
democratic Myanmar that upholds human rights for all and to protect Burma/Myanmar’s
cultures, livelihoods and fragile ecosystems that are under dire threat by the illegitimate
military junta.'

They called for targeted sanctions against the Myanmar junta by Australia and said that the
previous Morrison Australian Government 'fell shamefully short to live up to Australia’s
values of and commitment to democracy and human rights' because it 'failed to join efforts
for international accountability, failed to recognize the National Unity Government (NUG) as
the legitimate government

and NUCC as the highest consultative body of Burma/Myanmar, and continually legitimized
the junta through bilateral and multilateral engagement, including with Min Aung Hlaing'.

Below is a copy of the letter in full:

29 June 2022

The Honorable Penny Wong

Minister for Foreign Affairs,

Parliament House,

Canberra ACT 2600

Re: Urgent change of course and action needed on Myanmar
Dear Minister Penny Wong,

We, the undersigned 688 Burma/Myanmar, regional and international civil society
organisations, welcome your appointment as Foreign Minister and note the Australian Labor
Party’s commitment to seek “strong and enduring relations with the people of Myanmar”
when in government. We note your past comments that Australia “cannot be a bystander to
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a direct attack on Myanmar’s democracy” and your call for the Australian government “to
take a stand” for democracy in Myanmar and to impose targeted sanctions. We
acknowledge the Australian government’s commitment to appoint a Special Envoy for
Southeast Asia and for increased aid to the region and to implement a ‘First Nations Foreign
Policy’.

We are writing to urge you to hear our voices, as we struggle for a federal democratic
Myanmar that upholds human rights for all and to protect Burma/Myanmar’s cultures,
livelihoods and fragile ecosystems that are under dire threat by the illegitimate military
junta.

Since the illegal coup attempt on February 1, 2021, the illegitimate junta has waged a terror
campaign against the people of Myanmar, amid widespread and mass resistance. There
have been more than 10,000 armed clashes, which include attacks on civilians through
indiscriminate shellings and airstrikes, and over 2,000 people have been murdered by the
junta. Around 440,000 people have been forcibly displaced since the coup attempt, as the
junta carries out deliberate attacks, killing, torturing and raping, and destroying houses,
villages and food supplies across the country. In Sagaing Region, the junta torched over
5,600 houses in February to April 2022 alone. The junta’s criminal conduct amounts to war
crimes and crimes against humanity, which it commits with total impunity.

The junta has devastated the economy, which has shrunk around 30%, causing widespread
food insecurity. The junta has weaponized telecommunications, ordering internet
shutdowns in large swaths of the country, blocked access to information through censorship
and targeted the people for surveillance. Journalists have been targeted with murder, arrest
and torture, as well as doxing campaigns and the dissemination of hate speech and
disinformation.

ASEAN is complicit in the junta’s terror campaign. Since the attempted coup, ASEAN has
continued to legitimize the junta and ignore the voices of the people. Its failed Five-Point
Consensus was agreed with the illegitimate junta alone, which has ignored its own pledge to
implement it. ASEAN has repeatedly invited the junta to meetings, events and military
training, providing cover for ASEAN members and Australia to engage with war criminals,
emboldening their crimes in Australia’s name.

The ASEAN Special Envoy on Myanmar defers to the illegitimate military junta and has failed
to engage with Myanmar’s legitimate government, the National Unity Government (NUG),
the National Unity Consultative Council (NUCC), Ethnic Revolutionary Organizations (EROs)
and civil society.

The ASEAN Coordinating Centre for Humanitarian Assistance on disaster management (AHA
Centre), an intergovernmental humanitarian disaster management body supported with
Australian taxpayer funds, does not have the capacity to handle humanitarian aid in a
conflict setting where the perpetrator and the clear aggressor is the partner in delivering
aid. It is rather exacerbating the crisis in Burma/Myanmar by allowing the military to
weaponize humanitarian aid, offering tactical and political advantage while lending
legitimacy to the military junta who is the main perpetrator of violence that is leading to
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mass displacement. Civil society strongly rejects the AHA Centre’s divide-and-rule approach
of meeting with EROs individually, and failure to engage with NUG, NUCC and civil society.

The Morrison Government fell shamefully short to live up to Australia’s values of and
commitment to democracy and human rights. Your predecessor failed to impose targeted
sanctions, failed to join efforts for international accountability, failed to recognize the
National Unity Government (NUG) as the legitimate government and NUCC as the highest
consultative body of Burma/Myanmar, and continually legitimized the junta through
biliteral and multilateral engagement, including with Min Aung Hlaing. Australia’s Future
Fund has maintained investments in businesses that provide arms and revenue to the
Myanmar military junta, profiting from Myanmar’s destruction.

We therefore earnestly appeal to you to change course:

1. Impose targeted sanctions against the Myanmar military junta, its businesses and all
those responsible for grave human rights violations.

2. Recognize and support the NUG as the legitimate government of Burma/Myanmar, and
NUCC as the highest consultative body.

3. Reject the illegitimate junta's appointment of ambassador to Australia and accept
appointments made by the NUG

4. Do more to support the humanitarian crisis in Myanmar by delivering Australian aid cross-
border through trusted local humanitarian and community-based organisations, in
consultation with NUG, NUCC and EROs.

5. Intervene in the International Court of Justice case against Myanmar to fully support
accountability for the crime of genocide against the Rohingya.

6. Take action to prevent Australian mining companies from continuing to explore and
extract minerals, which are a source of revenue for the junta, and threaten ethnic
communities and the environment.

7. Put an advisory in place for Australian businesses and investors to avoid any business with
the Myanmar military junta and its cronies.

8. Ensure the Future Fund divests from all businesses that are providing arms and revenue
to the military junta.

9. Urge the UN Security Council to impose a global arms embargo on the Myanmar military
junta and to refer the Myanmar situation to the ICC.

10. Stop hiding behind ASEAN as an excuse for inaction on Burma/Myanmar.

11. Urge ASEAN to exclude the Myanmar military junta from all meetings, programs and
military exercises, and to recognize NUG and NUCC. Boycott all meetings that include junta
representatives.
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12. Urge ASEAN to move beyond the Five-Point Consensus and work with NUG, NUCC, EROs
and civil society to find an alternative and durable solution to the crisis in Burma/Myanmar
that upholds human rights and democratic principles.

13. Urge ASEAN to revoke the decision reached during the Consultative Meeting on ASEAN
Humanitarian Assistance to Myanmar that places the military junta in control of aid delivery.
Ensure the AHA Centre ceases its divide-and-rule approach and begins inclusive consultation
with NUG, NUCC, EROs and civil society. If ASEAN fails to do so, stop providing aid and
technical support to the AHA Centre for Myanmar.

14. Commission Australia’s Special Envoy on Southeast Asia to engage with the ASEAN
Special Envoy and UN Special Envoys on Myanmar to ensure joint effort by the UN and
ASEAN to address the human rights and humanitarian crisis in Burma/Myanmar, in
coordination with NUG, NUC, EROs and civil society.

15. Urge Quad members Japan and India to immediately end business with the junta,
impose an arms embargo and end all military support for the junta. The Quad must
recognise and support the NUG as the legitimate government and NUCC as the highest
consultative body of Burma/Myanmar.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/688-csos-send-open-letter-australian-foreign-minister-
penny-wong

RCSS Shuts Down Gambling In Langkhur
By SHAN - July 1, 2022

The Restoration Council of Shan State (RCSS) has forced the closure of gambling dens set up
after the military coup in Langkhur, southern Shan State.

Gambling in Shan State Burma

“RCSS soldiers have turned up in areas where gambling was
happening and told shopkeepers to stop... all gambling
paraphernalia has been removed,” an anonymous man from
Langkhur told SHAN.

After the township government and a People Militia Force under
the regime allowed businessmen to open gambling venues over a
month ago, domestic violence has increased in the town.

The RCSS has put a stop to gambling in the area and “in my
opinion, it’s good for the locals” said a local woman, requesting anonymity. She said that
before the gambling started, the Burma Army allowed an umbrella to be hoisted on the
local pagoda and a concert to celebrate the new businesses.

Since the military took over the democratic government, gambling and illegal drug use have
spread to other towns in Shan State.
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“It’s good if the ethnic armed organisations stop all of the gambling institutions in Shan
State. Gambling creates a lot of problems for residents in our region,” said another local
woman, also asking for her name to remain unpublished out of security concerns.
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05:099:// 1 ABC 2000Es Penny Wong says Sean Turnell is ‘first priority’ and flags possible sanctions
against Myanmar’s military
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