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Nationalist Monks Recruit Pro-Myanmar Regime Militias in Sagaing
By THE IRRAWADDY | 29 June 2022

Nationalist monks have been forming militias in the resistance stronghold of Sagaing Region
to counter people’s defense forces (PDFs) fighting Myanmar’s regime, according to
residents.

Led by influential monk U Wasawa from the ultranationalist Association for Protection of
Race and Religion (APRR), better known by its Burmese acronym Ma Ba Tha, monks have
been rallying villagers to support military rule.

The monk has formed militias in Kyunhla, Zigon, Kantbalu and Taze townships, according to
residents who refer to the groups as Pyu Saw Htee militias.

A Kyunhla resident said: “Ma Ba Tha monks have been forming Pyu Saw Htee groups. They
call them people’s militias. They are designed to crush the National League for Democracy
[NLD] and other anti-regime forces in the name of race and religion. It is easy to sway rural
communities under the pretext of religion. Villagers are being exploited.”

U Wasawa and Pyu Saw Htee members. / CJ

Ma Ba Tha was created in 2012 out of the 969
movement, a nationalist campaign that called for
the boycott of Muslim-owned businesses. In

i 2013, 969 members rebranded the group as the
. APRR, which came to be known as Ma Ba Tha.
The group’s rhetoric is to protect race and
religion, which means protecting Bamar

communities and Buddhism.

U Wasawa, who is a well-known Buddhist leader in Kanbalu, Kyunhla and Taze has been
forming Pyu Saw Htee groups since November last year and he has assembled over 4,000
villagers, including more than 100 women, according to residents.

The monk became an abbot at Hmaw Taw in Kanbalu Township around seven years ago and
has since engaged with the Ma Ba Tha. He has organized pro-military rallies at his
monastery and participated in panel discussions organized by the pro-junta Myanmar
National Post.

Armed police and Pyu Saw Htee fighters provide security for the monk’s monastery,
according to sources.

The monk made no comment to The Irrawaddy.

A Kantbalu resident said: “They accompany junta operations and they harm the people,
together with soldiers.”

Pyu Saw Htee militias have a significant presence in eight Kantbalu villages, he said.
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U Wasawa and Pyu Saw Htee members. / CJ

Light Infantry Battalion 367 troops led by Captain
Kyaw Thurein are based in Kyun Lel village, which
has more than 350 households, in Taze Township. It
trains and commands Pyu Saw Htee members from
other villages. Junta soldiers also run an
interrogation camp in the village where they
conduct deadly interrogations of civilians, residents said.

Battalion 367 is based in Phaung Pyin under the 10th Military Operations Command.

A Kyunhla resistance fighter said U Wasawa often gave anti-NLD sermons and hate-filled
speeches against non-Buddhists long before the 2021 coup.

Junta spokesman Major General Zaw Min Tun told a press conference: “We have formed
people’s militias in villages where PDFs are aggravating villagers for not supporting them.
But we don’t supply arms to monks and there is no reason to arm them.”

Other well-known Ma Ba Tha monks like U Viraraja and U Pandita are also forming Pyu Saw
Htee groups in Sagaing.

A Buddhist monk, who is a member of an anti-regime strike committee in Mandalay,
said: “Monks are barred from carrying weapons and even living in conflict zones by
Buddha’s teachings and Vinaya [a monk’s code of conduct]. It is a sin. Those who support
torture, robbing and killing do not deserve respect. If monks support those things, it is a
cause for concern for religion. | condemn those acts that are also banned by Vinaya.”

Ma Ba Tha monks donate food supplies for junta
soldiers. / CJ

In March, U Wirathu and Ma Ba Tha monks traveled
between villages that support the junta and
military-backed Union Solidarity and Development
Party and rallied them to fight the PDFs.

% A >

The involvement of Ma Ba Tha monks in Pyu Saw Htee is viewed by some observers as the
regime’s attempt to exploit religion.

“They label those who they dislike as PDF fighters or their supporters and detain and often
kill them. They also loot and vandalize the houses of NLD supporters. They are armed
robbers,” said a resistance fighter.

An allegedly leaked secret report from the Northwestern Command that recently went viral
on social media said 77 people’s militias have been formed in Sagaing Region and over 2,000
weapons have been supplied to them. More groups are being formed in remote villages.

Pyu Saw Htee fighters are reportedly armed by the regime with BA63 assault rifles, rocket-
propelled launchers and sniper rifles.
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https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/nationalist-monks-recruit-pro-myanmar-regime-
militias-in-sagaing.html

Chin Teenager Killed by Myanmar Junta Shelling
By THE IRRAWADDY | 29 June 2022

A 14-year-old has been killed by Myanmar junta shelling in Mindat Township, Chin State, a
month after his younger brother lost a leg in a blast.

There have been clashes between Mindat Chin Defence Force and regime troops near
Palontwe village on the border of Htilin Township in Magwe Region and Mindat Township
on Wednesday. The Mindat-based Light Infantry Battalion 274 has been shelling nearby
villages.

Shells landed on Madat village, injuring the teenager, according to the Mindat Township
People’s Administration.

“A shell hit his chest. He was taken to the village clinic where he died,” said a member of the
team, which is by the resistance. “There has been no fighting where the junta is shelling.
The troops are targeting farmers and families. It is cowardly.”

The teenager had eight siblings and his younger brother lost his leg on May 23 in junta
shelling.

Three Moei Twei villagers in the north of the township were killed on June 16 by junta
shelling while farming near their village and around 20 houses were destroyed in the village.

Chin State is a resistance stronghold. Regime reinforcements and drones were sent to
Kyaukhtu airport on the border of Chin State and Magwe Region early this month. Kyaukhtu
is a gateway to Mindat Township.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/chin-teenager-killed-by-myanmar-junta-
shelling.html

Three more bodies found near Letpadaung copper mine

The tortured bodies were discovered just days after junta forces murdered and
dismembered two other local men in the area

Khin Yi Yi Zaw | Published on Jun 29, 2022

Residents of two villages located near the controversial Letpadaung copper mine in Sagaing
Region’s Salingyi Township say they have discovered the bodies of three more locals
tortured to death by regime forces operating in the area.

On Monday, the badly decomposed bodies of two men were found just outside the village
of Tone, where they had been abducted late last week.
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Locals prepare to cremate the bodies of two men killed by
junta forces in the village of Moe Gyo Pyin on June 21
(Supplied)

The victims, identified as Pauk Sa, 30, and Zwe Nay Thar,
20, were natives of the village who went missing last
Thursday after being taken into custody by junta soldiers.

“They took them away, killed them, and then dumped their bodies behind some bushes on
the side of the road,” said a local man who did not want to be identified.

On Saturday, another man was detained in Hpaung Ka Tar, a village located about 2km
south of the mine, following the arrival of a unit of around 60 junta troops.

The victim, 34-year-old Sai Myat Soe, was found dead the next day, according to the leader
of a local defence force.

“He had gone back to get his wallet and phone when he ran into the junta column,” the
defence force leader said, adding that there was evidence that the man had been tortured
to death.

“One of his wrists was slit and it appeared that they stabbed him in the stomach and moved
the knife around in his body. There was also a cut on his neck,” he told Myanmar Now.

Dismembered bodies

Earlier last week, two other bodies were discovered near Moe Gyo Pyin, a village about 5km
southwest of the Letpadaung mine.

One of the victims, 50-year-old Tin Soe, was decapitated after being captured by troops who
stormed the village last Tuesday, while the other, 40-year-old Pwa Gyi, had his hands cut off
at the wrist, according to a villager who saw their bodies.

In addition to those who were killed, locals said there were also a number of others who
had been severely tortured, including two brothers, both in their 30s, who are receiving
medical treatment for injuries inflicted on them by the soldiers who raided Hpaung Ka Tar
on Saturday.

Another man from the same village, identified only as a 40-year-old farmer, sustained a
serious head injury after being captured when he went back to his home to feed his cows,
locals said.

According to residents of the area, the troops carrying out the attacks are based inside the
compound of the Letpadaung mine, which is operated by a subsidiary of China’s Wanbao
Mining and the Union of Myanmar Economic Holdings Ltd (UMEHL), a military-owned
conglomerate.

On Tuesday morning, the troops had reportedly left the compound to resume their attacks.

“We’ve been on the run since 7am this morning, as the junta column from the Wanbao
compound has started again,” said one resident who spoke to Myanmar Now on Tuesday.
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Resistance attacks

The latest attacks come as anti-regime groups based in the area continue their own
offensives against the mining project, which they have targeted since May.

Last week, the groups used handmade missiles to attack a transmission tower and police
outposts set up to protect the mining compound.

In a statement released on Monday, Wanbao condemned the actions, saying they
threatened the safety of staff and harmed the environment. The company also said that it
did not want to be involved in the conflict.

In response, a spokesperson for Ami Myay, one of the groups involved in the attacks, said
that Wanbao should stop providing regime forces with supplies and a base of operations. He
also called on the company to close the mine.

“MEHL is one of the shareholders in the project, and its profits are being used by the
military to buy weapons and bullets to kill innocent civilians. That’s why it needs to stop at
once,” said the spokesperson.

The junta’s raids have displaced around 10,000 people from more than a dozen villages
located near the mine, according to local sources. Many have crossed the Chindwin River to
Monywa to escape the violence, the sources said.

The Chinese government has called on Myanmar’s shadow National Unity Government not
to target Chinese-owned businesses in its ongoing conflict with the regime that seized
power in a coup in February 2021.

Wanbao signed a 60-year contract in 2010 with UMEHL and Myanmar’s then government to
extract copper from Letpadaung.

Profits from the site are divided between the state-owned No. 1 Mining Enterprise, which
takes 51 percent, as well as Wanbao, which receives 30 percent, and UMEHL claiming 19
percent.

Wanbao subsidiary Yangtse also jointly operates the nearby copper mines at Sabetaung and
Kyisintaung with UMEHL, known as the S&K mines.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/three-more-bodies-found-near-letpadaung-
copper-mine

Nine killed in junta raids on Myanmar villages near China-backed copper mine
Anti-junta groups have targeted the project because it could provide the military income.
Reported by Burmese Service | 2022.06.29

At least nine civilians are dead, and dozens are missing after a month of military raids on
villages near a China-backed copper mine in Myanmar’s Sagaing region that
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prodemocracy paramilitaries had threatened to destroy because it could provide income
for the junta, residents said Wednesday.

Members of the PDF cremate the bodies of two
people killed in a June 21 military raid on of Moe
Gyoe Pyin (North) village. Citizen journalist

Sources in Sagaing’s embattled Salingyi township

. told RFA Burmese that at least seven residents of
Done Taw, Moe Gyoe Pyin (North), Ton, and
Hpaung Ka Tar villages were killed, and three
others reported missing following junta troops raids from June 15-25. Two men from
Salingyi’s Ywar Thar village were taken hostage by the military on May 25 and later killed,
they said.

Speaking on condition of anonymity, citing fear of reprisal, a resident of Moe Gyoe Pyin
(North) told RFA that Tin Soe, 46, and Wa Gyi, 47, were killed when the military shelled
his village early on the morning of June 21, before setting fire to homes there later that
day.

“They came in so fast; some people were not able to escape, and some were trapped,”
the resident said.

“As they were killing people and burning houses, no one dared to stay. We just had to
flee.”

The resident said that “around 20 people were taken hostage” during the raid and that
the bodies of the two victims were discovered after the troops left the following day.

Other sources from the area told RFA that the body of 30-year-old Sai Myat Soe from Sar
Htone village was found mutilated on June 26 near Hpaung Ka Tar village.

Junta troops attacked the Salingyi villages of Nat Kyun and Htan Taw Gyi as recently as
Tuesday, residents said, forcing inhabitants to evacuate and seek shelter.

A woman who had to flee her home during Tuesday’s raid said she was separated from
her family members during the ordeal and doesn’t know what became of them.

“l went back to the village today hoping things had calmed down, but just as we arrived
at the village, soldiers came in from the other side through the forest, while others
approached from the river. We had to leave right away,” she said.

“My whole family is on the run and I’'m worried whether I'll ever see them again or if I'll
be able to go back to my house. | can’t stop worrying because [the soldiers] were burning
the villages.”

Sources claimed that the raids were conducted by military units based in a compound run
by China’s Wanbao Mining Ltd., which operates the Letpadaung Copper Mine — a joint
venture between the Chinese government and the junta that has been suspended for the
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16 months since the military seized power in a Feb. 1, 2021 coup. Other villages targeted
in the raids included Lin Sa Kyet and Wadan, they said.

The raids follow an April 21 warning issued by 16 local People’s Defense Force (PDF)
paramilitary groups that the Letpadaung copper project would be attacked because it
could provide income for the junta.

Attempts by RFA to contact junta Deputy Minister of Information Maj. Gen. Zaw Min Tun
went unanswered Wednesday. He has previously rejected reports of military raids, as
well as allegations of civilian deaths and acts of arson by junta troops.

Caught in the crossfire

Members of the local anti-junta People’s Defense Force (PDF) paramilitary group have
said they are reluctant to intercept the raids for fear of causing civilian casualties while
the military holds hostages. However, the group has attacked military units stationed
within the copper project compound and recently destroyed a power line connected to
the site.

Wanbao has strongly condemned attacks in the region, saying in a statement that its
presence has nothing to do with the ongoing civil unrest in Myanmar and demanding that
armed groups in the area refrain from targeting its employees.

A member of the anti-junta Salingyi Revolution Army (SRA) said that Myanmar’s shadow
National Unity Government (NUG), to which local PDF forces have sworn loyalty, has
never ordered attacks on Wanbao or its employees.

“We haven’t attacked Wanbao, only the military units housed in the compound,” said the
SRA fighter, who also declined to be named.

“Of course, some of [Wanbao’s] equipment might get destroyed in the chaos, but our

NUG government has not instructed us to attack Wanbao and we would never do it on
our own. The local defense groups are following the guidelines and instructions of the
NUG.”

In an interview on May 29, Zaw Min Tun told RFA that all governments have a
responsibility to protect foreign investment on both legal grounds and for reasons of
security. He said at the time that the military’s use of force to clear the territory was
aimed at protecting the Chinese project.

Thet Oo, a member of the prodemocracy Salingyi Multi-Village Strike Steering
Committee, told RFA that the junta has deployed “two military columns for clearance
operations in the Letpadaung area,” indicated that it “is clearly concerned with defending
the Chinese project.”

But he said that his and other PDF units in the area do not want the mine to resume
operations because profits from the project will be used by the junta to fund its
repression of Myanmar’s people.
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According to local sources, military raids have forced around 20,000 residents of 25
villages near the project site to flee their homes and take shelter in the jungle.

Translated by Khin Maung Nyane. Written in English by Joshua Lipes.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/raids-06292022215758.html

Landmines Injures Civilians Near Hpakant Goldmine

29th June 2022

San Pya Militia Force

Two villagers sustained injuries after accidentally stepping
on concealed landmines allegedly planted by the Jahtu Zup
People Militia Force (PMF) in Hpakant township, Kachin
State.

The PMF, which is under the Burma Army, blocked and
mined four roads leading to a gold mine located in the area
of Kachin Independence Army (KIA) Battalion 14 near San Pya, Awng Ra and Bankok villages.

The village headman of Jahtu Zup told KNG that Ye Ko, 30, who lives in his village, injured his
leg after walking over a hidden explosive device on 23 June. The man, originally from the
Irrawaddy Region was on his way back from the mine when he detonated it on the road
from Tanai to Lido. Ye Ko is being treated at a hospital in Myitkyina.

The second man, who's from Namti in Mogaung township, was also on his way back from
the mine when he detonated the explosive device a few days earlier.

A resident of Jahtu Zup requesting anonymity said the PMF is trying to attack the KIA, but
”only causing trouble for the local people”. In early June, the armed group laid mines
around Awng Ra, San Pya and between Bankok and Wara Zup.

“They’ve blocked all roads in the area... Local people are suffering a lot,” says another
villager, explaining that after the KIA took over, the PMF no longer receives taxes from
miners and is therefore trying to sabotage the operation.

Last May, the KIA destroyed two excavators at the mine owned by Min Zin Thant. A few
days after the KIA Brigade 2 attack, the PMF leader called about 30 local gold traders to his
camp and told them that his men would shoot anyone who sold food or other items for the
KIA Battalion 14 camp, which is under Brigade 2.

A local, who requested anonymity, told KNG that Min Zin Than was angry about the attack
in Jahtu Zup along the Tanai Lido road and had told the gathering that he’d block the road to
the camp by 1 June.

According to another villager, who also asked that his name not be mentioned, he explained
that the KIA had curtailed gold mining in the area since October last year, but the PMF was
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still using backhoes to mine the precious metal in Jahtu Zup. The KIA decided to take action
against the PMF last autumn after residents complained of extortion and assault by their
soldiers at the checkpoints to the mining blocks.

https://kachinnews.com/2022/06/29/landmines-injures-civilians-near-hpakant-goldmine/

Gunmen Kill Shanni Leader in Hpakant
By SHAN - June 29, 2022

The Shanni community fears for its safety after a prominent long-time member of the
Shanni Literature and Culture Association was gunned down in his home by two youth
assailants in Hpakant Township.

“They shot him in the head three times,” a Shanni youth said about the two unidentified
youths who arrived to Hawng Per village by motorbike.

Residents fear that his murder is politically motivated and will cause hostilities between the
different ethnic nationalities living in the area.

- Deceased Than Pe a Shanni leader

”In my opinion, an ethnic armed organisation is targeting the Shanni
people during the political crisis in the country,” said a member of a
prominent Shanni party who spoke to SHAN on condition of

- anonymity.

The 60-year-old Than Pe, who was involved in Shanni affairs for many
years, was also the headman of Hawng Per for a decade.

The Shanni Nationalities Army condemned his murder in a statement on 27 June.

The Kachin People’s Defence Force, fighting against the regime under the Kachin
Independence Army (KIA), abducted the Shanni Youth Network vice-chair for Bamauk
township, in Mang Kap village on 19 June. After interrogating and torturing him for five
days, the youth was released.

Local residents have accused the KIA of killing Than Pe, but have been unable to produce
any evidence.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/25162

Burma Army Attacks Village In Muse
29th June 2022

The Burma Army shelled a Ta’ang village and damaged a house and a paddy field after
clashing with the Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army (MNDAA) in Muse township,
northern Shan State.
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On Sunday night, the BA fired at least
seven shells from the 105-mile military
camp at Nam Tawn village, near which
Light Infantry Battalion 421 clashed with
Kokang group’s Battalion 5 between 2pm
and 3pm.

According to a source, a shell struck the village house and market and two shells landed in
different paddy fields. The man, who wants to remain anonymous, said no one was injured
in the attack.

Another anonymous man said: “We don’t want armed clashes in our village...A school was
just opened in our village and the students were scared when they heard the gunshots.
Farmers couldn’t go to their paddy field yesterday.” He said that some people fled Nam
Tawn when the fighting took place.

The residents asked the MNDAA not to attack junta forces near the village, but the BA
attacked the Kokang group anyway.

MNDAA and Kachin Independence Army have frequently fought with the junta along the
Union highway in Muse district.

https://kachinnews.com/2022/06/29/burma-army-attacks-village-in-muse/

Battle for Junta Military Outpost on Thai-Myanmar Border Rages for Fourth Day
By NORA AUNG | 29 June 2022

Fighting between allied anti-regime resistance forces and junta troops continued to rage
Wednesday as a combined force of ethnic Karen armed groups and resistance forces tried to
seize a strategic junta outpost near the Thai border in Karen State.

Since Sunday, the KNU’s armed wings, the Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA) and the
Karen National Defense Organization (KNDO), and other Karen resistance forces have been
attacking the Ukayi Hta military outpost in Waw Lay in Karen State’s Myawaddy Township.

The regime reinforced the outpost with more weaponry and troops on Wednesday,
according to a resident of an area close to the combat zone.

The regime’s Ukayi Hta outpost in
B Waw Lay in Karen State’s
sokf\?y Myawaddy Township

Myanmar
Military Outpost : E Myo Thura Ko Ko, a spokesperson

for Cobra Column, one of the
forces fighting along with the
KNLA and KNDO, told The
Irrawaddy on Wednesday that the fighting was still going on.

Thailand

Wat Wale Tai, @
SaaBIR, 2

Myanmar

B
20

Ukayit Hta
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“The allied resistance forces are still trying to seize the Ukayi Hta outpost. The regime forces
have attacked with a lot of airstrikes and artillery,” he said.

The allied Karen resistance forces were poised to seize the outpost on Tuesday night but
regime forces unleashed a fierce artillery barrage and were able to return to the outpost
according to the resident near the area.

The intense fighting has lasted for four days and both sides have suffered causalities.

The regime’s Ukayi Hta outpost in
Waw Lay in Karen State’s
Myawaddy Township

The outpost is located at the Falu-
Waw Lay-Sukali intersection and is
0 of strategic importance. Video
files of local residents fleeing the

Myanmar W  Thailand

fighting have spread on social media since Sunday.

The KNLA, the KNDO and allied resistance forces captured a military camp in Maw Khee in
the KNLA’s Brigade 6 territory, known as Dooplaya District, on March 22. The KNLA and
allied resistance forces also seized Thay Baw Boe camp on May 18.

Earlier this month, the KNDO and allied resistance forces also seized Waw Lay Police Station,
where junta troops are based. Five junta soldiers were captured, and nine resistance
fighters detained there were rescued.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/battle-for-junta-military-outpost-on-thai-myanmar-
border-rages-for-fourth-day.html

Fighting intensifies in Myanmar's eastern Kayin state

Myanmar’s junta forces and KNU rebels have been fighting for four days with no end in
sight.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.06.29

Bo Salone (second from right) and comrades
from the Karen National Defense Organization,
June 29, 2022. Facebook: Bo Salone

Military junta forces and allied militia have been
fighting for four days against Kayin National
Union (KNU) forces in eastern Myanmar's Kayin
state, leading to heavy casualties on both sides,
according to the KNU and Karen National Defense Organization (KNDO).

The exact number of casualties from fighting in Myawaddy township is still unknown as
the fighting continues, said Bo Salone, an officer from the KNDO which is an ally of the
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KNU. He told RFA that KNU, KNDO and People’s Defense Force (PDF) fighters have been
targeting the military junta stronghold at the Ukritha camp. Junta forces are fighting
alongside the Border Guard Force (BGF) and Democratic Karen Buddhist Army (DKBA),
carrying out major attacks and air raids against their opponents.

“They have been bombing [us] with military aircraft for three days. Nine times yesterday
and 10 more times today,” he said. "We have casualties on our side and there have been
many casualties on the regime’s side too. The number of casualties is still unknown
because the fighting has not finished yet.”

RFA’s calls to the military regime spokesman, inquiring about the ongoing fighting and
the number of junta casualties, went unanswered on Wednesday.

A PDF member, speaking on condition of anonymity for safety reasons, told RFA the
military council has reinforced troops near its camp due to heavy casualties.

“We are still fighting and the military aircraft are still overhead. The battle is still going
on. The military council troops fled their camp yesterday and came back with
reinforcements,” he said, adding that military council soldiers from the 77th Brigade were
involved in the fighting.

The PDF group affiliated with the KNU/KNDO, said on its social media site on Tuesday
that eight members were killed during the four-day battle, which they are calling
'Venom'.

Ei Kyar Kway, a comedian turned revolutionary who joined the armed insurgency after

the February 2021 military coup, and Civil Disobedience Movement participant, Deputy
Sergeant Wai Lin Aung (nicknamed Zaw Win Htut), were among the dead, according to

the statement.

The Ukritha stronghold is located south of Myawaddy city which is controlled by the
KNU’s Brigade-6.

In December 2021, about 200 fully armed junta troops arrived at the new town of Lay Kay
Kaw near Myawaddy and arrested several CDM staff and PDF members sheltering in a
KNU-controlled area. Several days of fighting ensued between junta forces and the KNU,
leading more than 70,000 residents to flee the area.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/fighting-intensifies-near-kayin-states-
myawaddy-city-06292022064650.html

Over 750,000 People Displaced in Myanmar Since Coup
By THE IRRAWADDY | 29 June 2022

Over 55,700 people have been displaced in Myanmar in June alone, as regime forces
continue to raid and torch villages and kill civilians nationwide. In total, the number of

Page 13 of 53


https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/fighting-intensifies-near-kayin-states-myawaddy-city-06292022064650.html
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/fighting-intensifies-near-kayin-states-myawaddy-city-06292022064650.html

internally displaced people (IDP) in Myanmar since last year’s coup is over 750,000,
according to the latest figures released by the United Nations (UN) on June 28.

The UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UNOCHA) said in its Myanmar
Humanitarian Update for June that the estimated number of IDPs has passed 758,000,
including more than 250,000 children.

In May, the number of IDPs was 694,300.

Myanmar had a large number of IDPs even before the coup, so the total number of IDPs in
the country is now over 1.1 million, said UNOCHA.

The military regime has employed air and artillery strikes in southern Myanmar’s Kayah and
Karen states, while escalating its raids and the torching of villages in northwest and western
Myanmar’s Sagaing and Magwe regions and Chin State since last month. All the affected
regions are strongholds of armed resistance to the junta, with Sagaing suffering the most.

UNOCHA said that more than 18,058 civilian properties including houses, churches,
monasteries and schools are estimated to have been destroyed since the military takeover.

“The level of destruction of civilian properties, particularly homes, combined with the
seemingly never-ending fighting will very likely prolong the displacement of the IDPs and
will further deteriorate their already fragile living conditions,” said UNOCHA in its June
update.

The agency warned also that the suffering of people across the country will be prolonged as
long as the current volatile security situation and its associated restrictions, such as
bureaucratic processes and systematic blocks on access approvals, continue to hamper
humanitarian access and delay the delivery of aid.

On Wednesday, the Karen National Union, the political wing of the Karen National
Liberation Army, said that junta artillery strikes on Monday and Tuesday on areas it controls
in Bago Region prompted more than 16,137 civilians from 30 villages to flee their homes.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/over-750000-people-displaced-in-myanmar-
since-coup.html

‘They are our revolution partners’: TNLA general secretary

JUNE 29, 2022 | By FRONTIER

I‘a
"
\

Tar Bhone Kyaw speaks to Frontier in January (Mar Naw
| Frontier)

The Ta’ang National Liberation Army has been fighting
with the military for more than a decade. General
Secretary Tar Bhone Kyaw sits down with Frontier to
discuss the group’s position on the military coup, the
resistance movement and its conflict with the
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Restoration Council of Shan State.

Earlier this year, Frontier the 59™ anniversary of the Ta’ang National Revolution
Day, hosted by the Ta’ang National Liberation Army and its political wing, the Palaung State
Liberation Front. Afterwards, Frontier met with Tar Bhone Kyaw, the General Secretary of
the PSLF/TNLA. Although cagey on some aspects of the TNLA activities, and what they are
and aren’t doing, he made it clear the TNLA is committed to overthrowing the dictatorship.

The military seized power on February 1, 2021. How does the PSLF/TNLA view this
incident?

The coup took place against the will of the people of the whole country. | don’t think it
should have happened. Now all the people’s rights are being taken away. The economy,
education and the health system of the country are ruined. After the coup, the people
wanted democracy. They wanted to develop the country. So, they did peaceful protests. |
think the Spring Revolution is a real mass movement.

Does the TNLA support the Spring Revolution that emerged in opposition to the coup?

PSLF/TNLA is a people-based revolutionary organisation for our ethnic group’s liberation.
We are fighting for our Ta’ang people’s liberation. This Spring Revolution is a mass
movement. The Spring Revolution also emerged for the liberation of the people. Our lives
and their lives are the same. So, they are our revolution partners.

What role does the TNLA play in the Spring Revolution?

During the peaceful protests of the Spring Revolution, our organisation was not able to
participate directly due to various restrictions. We were not allowed to express our views.
We were in contact with people who were involved in the strikes in Yangon, Mandalay and
our region. We always encouraged them. We also discussed how we can make this
revolution successful. PSLF/TNLA have many restrictions to join Spring Revolution publicly
like other ethnic armed organisations. But we understand that the combination of a mass
movement and armed insurgency is important to overthrowing the military dictatorship.

[Bhone Kyaw declined to provide information about the restrictions the TNLA is facing.]

In 2021, the military seized power. Since then, the TNLA has been fighting the Restoration
Council of Shan State (RCSS). Why?

The fight with the RCSS is a battle we do not want at all. We do not want to fight, but we
cannot avoid it. We want peace and development in our region. We want to solve the
political problem. However, the RCSS invaded our territory with the help of the Burmese
Army after signing the Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement in 2015. They set up camp in our
area and then the RCSS arrested and tortured our people. They took our people by force to
serve their troops and committed many human rights violations.

So, we need to fight them. Clashes with the RCSS have occurred in 2016, 2017, 2018 and
2019. Finally, in 2021, we pushed to clear the RCSS from our area on the western side of the
Nawnghkio-Kyaukme-Hsipaw highway. We do not consider the RCSS to be our main enemy.
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We have no desire to eradicate them completely. We just asked the RCSS to leave the area.
If they stay in these areas, we cannot focus on our revolutionary work. For example, if we
fought with the Myanmar military, the RCSS would move into our buffer zone. So, we had to
use military methods to solve the RCSS problem. Now that the RCSS troops have moved to
the eastern side of the highway, there is no need to fight anymore.

The Ta’ang Political Consultative Committee (TPCC) joined the National Unity Consultative
Council. How is the PSLF/TNLA involved in the TPCC?

The TPCC is a political advisory body for the Ta’ang people. We understand Ta’ang civil
society organisations and political organisations are involved in TPCC. Our TNLA is not
directly involved in the TPCC, but we regularly exchange information about what the TPCC is
doing. And also, we have discussions and negotiations with TPCC. So, we accept and agree
with the actions of the TPCC.

What does the TNLA discuss with TPCC?

We, the Ta’ang people, are on the path to overthrowing the current dictatorship. We always
give them tips to help them reach their goals faster. At present, our armed group is not able
to participate directly due to various reasons. But the TPCC represents us. We can say that
TPCC has our voice.

TNLA troops parade at a ceremony marking the
59th anniversary of the Ta’ang National
Revolution Day in January 2022 in Tangyang
Township (Mar Naw | Frontier)

How important is it for the TNLA to overthrow
the military dictatorship?

The ultimate goal of the PSLF/TNLA is to achieve
the Ta’ang State, self-determination, democracy
and human rights. These will not be obtained as long as there is a dictatorship. So, to
achieve our ultimate goal, it is really important to completely overthrow the dictatorship.

Can the goal of a federal union, as ethnic leaders have always demanded, emerge from
this Spring Revolution?

We see that Generation Z, which has taken a leadership role in the Spring Revolution, have
come to understand the political problem in Burma. They will understand how to build a
true federal democracy without future coups in Burma. We can work together with them for
important things on the union level.

Will the TNLA be more directly involved in the Spring Revolution in the future? Or Will the
TNLA go against the military in your own way?

The current National Unity Government-led part of the Spring Revolution, including People’s
Defence Forces and other armed resistance groups, are important to today’s revolutionary
landscape. Not only TNLA but also the Northern Alliance and Brotherhood Alliance
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understand that these are important movements for the revolution. However, due to
various circumstances and various political restrictions, we are not able to participate as
openly as other organisations. But the TNLA supports this movement. We understand the
situation very well. Everyone is responsible for this revolution’s success. During the filming,
not only actors are involved. There are also people involved behind the scenes. We need to
work strategically, depending on the needs of the revolution. Everyone has a responsibility
to make this revolution a success.

What would the TNLA need to see in order to partner with the NUG?

After the NUG and NUCC were founded, they drafted federal charters to decide political
reforms. | think these are good steps. If the leaders of the NUG, NUCC and EAOs can reach
common ground on these charters, we can work together in the future. If we want to build a
true federal democratic union, we need to pass these steps.

What is the attitude of the TNLA towards the military’s peace offers?

The military leaders give various opportunities to EAOs to cooperate with them. But we
know that these offers are dishonest based on many years of experience. We are not
waging an armed uprising just for the sake of our business opportunities. We really want our
region to develop. So, taking advantage of that opportunity from military generals will not
lead to lasting peace and stability. Development is not possible. | hope all EAOs understand
what should be done in this situation.

Will there be peace talks with the military in the future?

We know the best way to find a solution to any political problem is through dialogue.
However, after the coup, the military continued to crack down and kill innocent civilians
across the whole country. If they are committing a series of war crimes, political dialogue
with the pro-democracy forces and EAOs will remain very difficult.

The military council used armed force to seize political power and control over the economy
of the country. The army led by Min Aung Hlaing has been fighting in our ethnic areas for
years. They killed civilians and burned houses in our ethnic regions, similar to what'’s
happening now in Sagaing Region. This is the true sign of dictatorship. As a result, all the
people of the whole country hate the Burmese Army. The door to national reconciliation
with the Burmese military can be said to be closed.

How long will this armed uprising last?

The NUG, Generation Z, PDFs and armed resistance leaders have done a lot for the armed

uprising in just over a year. They built their own weapons. They revolted by cutting off the
existing budget because they hated the dictatorship. It can be said that the armed uprising
of these PDFs is quite gratifying. How long it will take and when it will succeed depends on
how EAO leaders and Spring Revolution leaders can work together.

What would you like to add as a leader of the ethnic armed groups about the current
Spring Revolution?
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Now the oppression is great. The armed uprising is getting bigger and the losses for the
people are greater. But people should not get depressed about this. They need to intensify
their resistance and find a better way to win. If EAO leaders and leaders from the Spring
Revolution cannot overthrow this military dictatorship, our future generation and our
country will fall into the hands of the dictator. | think we all have a responsibility not to let
that happen.

https://www.frontiermyanmar.net/en/they-are-our-revolution-partners-tnla-general-

secretary/

Second trip to Myanmar minus key stakeholders underway for ASEAN Envoy

Observers say no resolution is likely if Prak Sokhonn sticks to the junta’s playbook.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.06.29

Association of Southeast Asian Nations Special
Envoy to Myanmar Prak Sokhonn (C) arrives in
Yangon, June 29, 2022. Ministry of Foreign Affairs
and International Cooperation - Cambodia

Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)
Special Envoy to Myanmar Prak Sokhonn kicked off
his second trip to Myanmar Wednesday to mediate
the country’s political crisis despite being denied access to key stakeholders, prompting
observers to question the value of his visit.

On Tuesday, junta deputy minister of information, Maj. Gen. Zaw Min Tun, told the media
that the envoy will be permitted to meet with regime chairman, Snr. Gen. Min Aung
Hlaing, during his five-day visit, as well as other members of the military regime, ethnic
armed groups and individuals from “some political parties.”

The junta has said that Prak Sokhonn will hold a meeting on Friday with the 10 ethnic
armed groups that recently met for peace talks with Min Aung Hlaing — seven of which
have signed a Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement (NCA) with the government since 2015,
and three that have not. The talks were boycotted by Myanmar’s major ethnic armies for
a perceived lack of inclusivity.

On Wednesday, Karen Peace Council (KNLA-PC) spokesman, Col. Saw Kyaw Nyunt, whose
group is among those will meet with Prak Sokhonn later this week, suggested that the
envoy must meet with more than just those who have been approved by the junta if he
hopes to resolve the country’s political stalemate.

“'d urge him to meet, as a special envoy, with all those involved in the political crisis in
Myanmar,” he said.
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“We'll also [push to] find out what ASEAN could do to bring about a political dialogue
inclusive of all stakeholders. And then, as a next step, what ASEAN could do to bring
about nationwide peace talks. We have all these in mind.”

Prior to the trip, Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen — whose nation holds the rotating
chair of ASEAN — and Prak Sokhonn had requested permission for the envoy to meet
with the head of the deposed National League for Democracy (NLD) Aung San Suu Kyi and
the party’s president, Win Myint, but were refused by the junta. The pair are among
several NLD officials who were arrested in the immediate aftermath of the military’s Feb.
1, 2021, coup and face multiple charges widely viewed as politically motivated.

During an emergency meeting on the situation in Myanmar in April 2021, Min Aung
Hlaing had agreed to a so-called Five-Point Consensus to end violence in the country,
which included meeting with all stakeholders to resolve the political crisis but has failed
to keep that promise. Observers say that peace cannot be achieved without including the
NLD leadership and other powerbrokers in the process — concerns that were echoed by
Col. Saw Kyaw Nyunt in his interview with RFA.

Multiple attempts by RFA to contact Zaw Min Tun for comment on Prak Sokhonn’s visit
went unanswered Wednesday.

Earlier this week, the junta spokesman said that “those facing trials” will not be allowed
to meet with the ASEAN envoy, adding that the military regime is “working with certain
groups” to end the conflict in Myanmar, which has claimed the lives of 2,039 civilians
since the coup, according to Bangkok-based NGO Assistance Association for Political
Prisoners.

“The main point of the agreement is that we are discussing with practical organizations to
reduce the tensions of the armed conflict,” Zaw Min Tun said at the time, referring to the
10 ethnic armed groups that met with Min Aung Hlaing for peace talks.

“Basic agreements have been reached in the negotiations. More discussions will be held
later. We have paved the way [for Prak Sokhonn] to meet with the right people, except
those who are still being prosecuted and those who are still facing legal action.”

The military has said it plans to allow the envoy meet with “some NLD members” during
his visit but has not specified who they are.

When asked who will hold talks with Prak Sokhonn, NLD central working committee
member Kyaw Htwe said he could not comment on the matter.

‘Not optimistic’

Kyaw Zaw, a spokesman for the office of Myanmar’s shadow National Unity Government
(NUG) president, Duwa Lashi La, told RFA he is “not optimistic” about the outcome of
Prak Sokhonn’s trip if the envoy fails to meet with the country’s key stakeholders.
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“It’s impossible for the ASEAN special representative’s efforts to be successful if he is only
holding discussions with the junta and is refused a chance to meet with important
stakeholders during his visit,” he said.

“l don’t expect there will be any benefit for the people of Myanmar.”

Kyaw Zaw reiterated calls for Prak Sokhonn to meet with “all those involved in the
conflict” during his visit, “not just with those who are chosen by the military.”

Myanmar-based political analyst Sai Kyi Zin Soe also dismissed the likelihood of a solution
to the country’s political crisis being reached if the opposition is denied a seat at the
negotiating table.

“The kind of result that people want will not come if things go on like this. It’s a one-sided
approach to find a political solution [only] through dialogue with pro-military groups and
those who are close to the military,” he said.

“The desires and the perspectives of the people on the other side of the issue are being
ignored. That’s why | don’t think the solution that people hope for will come out of the
visit.”

According to a statement issued by Cambodia’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs on Tuesday,
Prak Sokhonn will discuss the implementation of the Five-Point Consensus, the provision
of humanitarian assistance, and ways to facilitate a political dialogue after holding talks
with all stakeholders.

The ASEAN special envoy visited Myanmar for the first time in March but was criticized
for failing to meet with Aung San Suu Kyi and Win Myint, and for failing to make
significant progress in his mission to Myanmar.

Translated by Khin Maung Nyane. Written in English by Joshua Lipes.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/trip-06292022162714.html

ASEAN Special Envoy to make second visit to Myanmar from June 29 to July 3

PUBLISHED 29 JUNE 2022

"1 As the Special Envoy of the ASEAN chair on

~  Myanmar, Prak Sokhun, Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Foreign Affairs and International
Cooperation of the Kingdom of Cambodia, will lead a
delegation to the second working visit to Myanmar
from June 29 to July 3, 2020, Cambodia reported.

During the visit, he will meet Chairman of the State
Administration Council (SAC) Prime Minister Senior
General Min Aung Hlaing and Union Minister for Foreign Affairs U Wunna Maung Lwin.
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The SAC information team has told some local media that on the agenda during the visit are
the progress of the implementation of the Five-Point Consensus, ongoing peace talks and
humanitarian assistance.

The information team has also said the ASEAN Special Envoy will not be allowed to meet
those facing court trial during his visit.

Prak Sokhun and Secretary-General of ASEAN Dato Lim Jock Hoi made a three-day visit to
Myanmar on March 21, and met with the SAC chairman.

During the meeting, they discussed the pathways of Myanmar entering the multiparty
democratic system in 2010, assumption of State responsibilities by the SAC under the 2008
Constitution, which was enacted by a referendum, due to the voting fraud in the 2020
multiparty general election, protests evolved into violence sparked by political dissents,
murder cases without any reasons, mine attacks on government buildings and schools,
security measures of the SAC to ensure the lives and prosperity of the people,
implementation of the Five-Point Consensus of ASEAN, distribution of humanitarian
assistance for Myanmar people, ways to promote ASEAN cooperation and further outcomes
to be received through the meeting of the first official mission.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/asean-special-envoy-to-make-second-visit-to-myanmar-
from-june-29-to-july-3

ASEAN Envoy to Meet Only EAOs Approved by Myanmar Junta Chief
By THE IRRAWADDY | 29 June 2022

The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) Special Envoy on Myanmar will meet six
ethnic armed organizations (EAQO) during his latest visit to the country, all of whom attended
the military regime’s recent peace talks that were boycotted by Myanmar’s major EAOS for
being non-inclusive and a sham.

ASEAN envoy and Cambodia’s foreign minister Prak Sokhonn is set to arrive in Myanmar on
Wednesday and will stay until July 3.

On Friday, he will meet the New Mon State Party, the Karen National Union/Karen National
Liberation Army-Peace Council, the Democratic Karen Benevolent Army, the Arakan
Liberation Army, the Pa-O National Liberation Organization and the Lahu Democratic Union,
the Peace Process Steering Committee (PPST) spokesperson Colonel Saw Kyaw Nyunt
confirmed to The Irrawaddy. All six EAOs are signatories to the Nationwide Ceasefire
Agreement.

The spokesperson said that the PPST, which aims to facilitate peace talks between EAOs and
the government and Myanmar’s military, held a virtual meeting on June 28, during which
the six EAOs agreed to send two representatives each to meet the special envoy collectively.
However, none of the six EAOs is fighting the regime.
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Myanmar’s major EAOs such as the Kachin Independence Army (KIA) and the Karen National
Liberation Army (KNLA) didn’t accept coup leader Senior General Min Aung Hlaing’s
invitation to join peace talks in the capital Naypyitaw in May, dismissing the talks as a
pretext in order to free up junta troops to launch offensives against the People’s Defense
Forces (PDFs). The KIA and KNLA are fighting against the junta alongside the PDFs, whom
the regime has denounced as terrorists.

Since last year’s coup, the Karen National Union [the KNLA’s political wing], the Restoration
Council of Shan State (RCSS) and the Chin National Front [the political wing of the Chin
National Army-CNA] have downgraded their involvement in the PPST. The CNA, like the
KNLA, is fighting the junta.

Regarding the RCSS, Colonel Saw Kyaw Nyunt said: “l don’t know if they would meet the
ASEAN envoy, because they did not attend the virtual meeting [of PPST members]. | don’t
know if they would meet the ASEAN envoy separately.”

The Irrawaddy was unable to contact the RCSS for a comment.

The invitation to meet with the ASEAN special envoy is only for those groups who have held
face-to-face talks with Min Aung Hlaing, said EAOs.

The United Wa State Army, the most powerful EAO in Myanmar, and the National
Democratic Alliance Army, both based in eastern Myanmar’s Shan State, attended the May
peace talks with the junta leader. But when asked by The Irrawaddy if they would meet the
ASEAN special envoy, neither group gave an affirmative answer.

Even though the regime sent separate invitations to the six EAOS, they will all meet the
ASEAN envoy collectively and will only discuss issues of common interest, according to PPST
spokesperson Col. Saw Kyaw Nyunt.

The groups will also exchange views on how EAOs can assist in ASEAN’s delivery of
humanitarian assistance to Myanmar civilians in need.

Prak Sokhonn made his first trip to Myanmar as ASEAN envoy in March, when he planned to
meet EAOs but was forced to cancel the meeting, citing a packed schedule.

During his first visit, the special envoy urged Min Aung Hlaing to exercise restraint in junta
military operations.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/asean-envoy-to-meet-only-eaos-approved-by-
myanmar-junta-chief.html

Chinese Foreign Minister to Visit Myanmar for 1st Time Since Coup
By THE IRRAWADDY & AFP | 29 June 2022

China’s foreign minister will travel to Myanmar this weekend for a regional meeting, a junta
spokesman said Tuesday, in what will be Beijing’s highest-profile visit since the military
seized power.
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China is a major arms supplier and ally of the junta and has refused to label the power grab
that ousted Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s government last year a coup.

Wang Yi will visit Myanmar to attend a foreign ministers’ meeting of the Lancang-Mekong
Cooperation mechanism, junta spokesman Zaw Min Tun told AFP.

The meeting will be cohosted by the country’s military regime in the UNESCO World
Heritage town Bagan in Mandalay Region.

The July 2-5 meeting will be joined by foreign ministers from China, Myanmar, Laos,
Thailand, Cambodia and Vietnam. The Sakura hotel, Heritage hotel and Aureum Place
Hotel—all of which are owned by businesspersons close to the regime—will serve as venues
for the meeting.

The spokesman said he was “not sure” whether a meeting between Wang and junta chief
Min Aung Hlaing would take place.

The China-backed forum gathers countries that share the Mekong River—known in China,
which controls its headwaters, as the Lancang.

Wang was last in Myanmar in January 2021. On that occasion he met with the country’s
civilian President U Win Myint and State Counselor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi as well as the
military chief Min Aung Hlaing. A few weeks later, Min Aung Hlaing staged a coup against
the civilian government.

With Western governments imposing sanctions following the coup and a violent crackdown
on dissent, the junta has turned increasingly to allies including China and Russia.

In April, Beijing said it would help safeguard Myanmar’s sovereignty, independence and
territorial integrity “no matter how the situation changes”.

Wang's visit to Myanmar comes in the wake of attacks by anti-regime armed resistance
groups on Chinese projects in the country for harboring regime soldiers, who have killed
civilians and torched villages nearby.

Recently, Chinese-owned Wanbao Mining Company in Sagaing Region was attacked with
explosives and its power cables were blown up. The company condemned the attacks but
didn’t comment on the sheltering of regime troops in its compound.

The Chinese foreign minister’s visit also comes on the heels of the regime’s recent transfer
of Myanmar’s detained democracy leader Daw Aung San Suu Kyi to solitary confinement in a
prison from house arrest.

The issue is likely to be raised if Wang meets regime chief Min Aung Hlaing during the visit,
as the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) has urged the junta to return Daw
Aung San Suu Kyi to the home where she was originally detained. China has been tightlipped
about the issue but has supported ASEAN’s earlier initiatives to bring Myanmar back to
normalcy.
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The junta is otherwise increasingly isolated on the international stage, with Cambodian
leader Hun Sen the only foreign leader to visit since the putsch.

In February, Myanmar’s foreign minister was barred from attending a gathering of his
counterparts in ASEAN over a lack of progress in defusing post-coup violence.

That same month, a United Nations expert on Myanmar said China and Russia were
continuing to supply the military with weapons, including fighter jets and armored vehicles.

More than 2,000 people have been killed in the military’s crackdown on dissent since the
coup, according to a local monitoring group.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/chinese-foreign-minister-to-visit-myanmar-for-
1st-time-since-coup.html

China FM to visit Myanmar this weekend: junta spokesman

By AFP |

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi has outlined China’s
diplomatic agenda for 2022. Photo: AFP

China's foreign minister will travel to Myanmar this
weekend for a regional meeting, a junta spokesman
told AFP Tuesday, in what will be Beijing's highest-
profile visit since the military seized power.

China is a major arms supplier and ally of the junta and
has refused to label the power grab that ousted Aung San Suu Kyi's government last year a
coup.

Wang Yi will visit Myanmar to attend a foreign ministers' meeting of the Lancang-Mekong
Cooperation mechanism, junta spokesman Zaw Min Tun told AFP.

The spokesman said he was 'not sure' whether a meeting between Wang and junta chief
Min Aung Hlaing would take place.

The China-backed forum gathers countries that share the Mekong river -- known in China,
which controls its headwaters, as the Lancang.

The foreign ministers of Cambodia, Thailand, Laos, Myanmar and Vietnam will attend the
July 2-5 meeting, the spokesman added.

With Western governments imposing sanctions following the coup and a violent crackdown
on dissent, the junta has turned increasingly to allies including China and Russia.

In April, Beijing said it would help safeguard Myanmar's sovereignty, independence and
territorial integrity 'no matter how the situation changes'.
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The junta is otherwise increasingly isolated on the international stage, with Cambodian
leader Hun Sen the only foreign leader to visit since the putsch.

In February, Myanmar's foreign minister was barred from attending a gathering of his
counterparts in the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) over a lack of progress
in defusing post-coup violence.

That same month, a United Nations expert on Myanmar said China and Russia were
continuing to supply the military with weapons, including fighter jets and armoured
vehicles.

More than 2,000 people have been killed in the military's crackdown on dissent since the
coup, according to a local monitoring group.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/china-fm-visit-myanmar-weekend-junta-spokesman

Myanmar one of the 10 'worst countries for working people'

By AFP |

Construction workers gather during a protest to
demand recognition of their labour rights, as some
said they did not receive their full wages, in Yangon.
Photo: AFP

Workers faced record abuse of their labour rights in
the past year, from union bans to violence and
murder, the International Trade Union
Confederation said on Tuesday.

Physical violence was reported in 50 of 148 countries covered in the group's Global Rights
Index between April 2021 and March 2022, up from 45 nations in the previous year.

Trade unionists were killed in 13 countries, including Italy, India and South Africa, the union
group said.

The 10 'worst countries for working people' are Bangladesh, Belarus, Brazil, Colombia,
Egypt, Myanmar, the Philippines and Turkey, and two new entries, Eswatini and Guatemala.

The Middle East and North Africa remains the worst region for workers in the world.

'We know that workers are on the front line of multiple and extraordinary crises -- historic
levels of inequality, the climate emergency, a pandemic destroying lives and livelihoods, and
conflicts with devastating domestic and global impacts,’ said ITUC General Secretary Sharan
Burrow.

The index 'exposes how this instability is being exploited with so many governments and
employers attacking workers’ rights', Burrow said in a statement.
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The report lists companies that 'violated workers' rights, are linked to a violation of workers'
rights, or failed to use their leverage to address workers' rights violations'.

The list includes Coca-Cola in Hong Kong and Uruguay, H'M in New Zealand, Amazon in
Poland, Nestle in Brazil and Hyundai in South Korea, among many others.

The index also names P'O Ferries, the ferry company that caused uproar in Britain after it
sacked 800 seafarers without notice in March and immediately replaced them with foreign
agency workers earning less than the minimum wage.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/myanmar-one-10-worst-countries-working-people

Real Stories not Tales: Story of Su
BY TEACIRCLEOXFORD | POSTED ON JUNE 29, 2022

Su (pseudonym) speaks about the challenges and opportunities for feminists and young
women in Myanmar since the coup.

Editor’s note: This post is part of a collaboration between Tea Circle and Insight Myanmar to
publish Report #3 by Real Stories Not Tales (RSNT). To read RSNT’s Report #1, visit Tea
Circle’s posts here and Insight Myanmar’s posts here. Select stories from RSNT’s Report #3
have also been published on Insight Myanmar, and are

available here, here, here and here. The full RSNT Report #3 is available for preview at the
end of this post. For all posts by RSNT featured on our site, check out the full list.

Su used to be a social worker in Yangon. She is from Mandalay Region. She is of mixed
ethnicity. She was interviewed on January 5™ 2022.

Before the military coup in Myanmar, | worked in a non-governmental organization in
Yangon. | was stressed because the Covid-19 pandemic in Myanmar had put most projects
on hold. When the time came to reopen businesses, and as we were slowly getting used to
the “new normal,” the military’s terrible power-grab drew me back to a hopeless feeling. |
remember first checking the news on the day of the coup at exactly 6:02 am. The DVB news
announced that the military was seizing power, and my friends were also sharing the news
on social media. Around 7 am, | noticed people had started to panic buy. By 8 am, there was
an internet blackout. | had been worried for our country before the coup, but at that
moment, | was terrified that we had fallen back into a very dark past.

After the coup, | relocated to my native town because staying in Yangon was no longer safe:
the presence of soldiers around my apartment in Yangon brought up fears of imminent
arrest, and there were still other unpredictable risks. Still, | continued to work with the same
organization but kept a low profile. But moving meant | could not continue with my
activism.

Fortunately, my family is safe, and we continue to have regular communication—but | still
cannot be open about my identity. Discussing my family and the current political unrest has
brought back many difficult memories. During the 1988 uprising, my family was harmed and
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discriminated against because they did not belong to the same ethnic and religious group.
My father witnessed one of his friends being shot right before his eyes. My family has gone
through a lot and has endured a tough life. So, when the February coup happened, it
brought much worry and panic. They asked me to listen to their concerns, and so, | did.

All my plans have been upended by the coup. In February 2021, | had plans to pursue a
Master’s degree abroad. | was improving my English skills while also fighting for women’s
rights in Myanmar. But after the coup, | decided not to go abroad and stay put instead.
Some of my friends overseas invited me to stay with them, but my decision was firm.

As a female activist, | was satisfied with my participation in the protests. | was also glad to
see female activists like Ei Thinzar Maung leading the marches. Women were empowered
during the demonstrations, although there were always persistent and noticeable gender
discrimination and bias. For example, women were forced to stay at the back, away from
the front lines. Nonetheless, | saw many women participating in the protests: working-class
women, the LGBTQ community, and women with disabilities. They were all loving and
defending our country and our rights with their whole hearts.

| saw many women participating in the protests: working-class women, the LGBTQ
community, and women with disabilities. They were all loving and defending our country
and our rights with their whole hearts.

The most impactful experience during the protests was on March 8™ 2021—International
Women’s Day. It was a historic day and we used the female htamein (traditional skirt) to
protest. | felt that we were getting rid of the conservative norms of our society, as they used
to see the lady’s htameins as something of low dignity. We could fight back against the
double standards that had been invented and use them against the military. It was
ridiculous seeing the soldiers so mad when they noticed the htameins hanging along the
road. Then they tried to remove the skirts with sticks and didn’t dare to walk under them. |
really felt strongly discriminated against when women were forced to withdraw from the
frontline during the protest.

| have also kept records of the mockeries against women, and the bullying of women using
cartoons and comic content on social media. Some media outlets have no ethics when it
comes to women'’s rights—they make jokes about women’s feelings and behavior.

We could fight back against the double standards that had been invented and use them
against the military. It was ridiculous seeing the soldiers so mad when they noticed
the htameins hanging along the road.

Some women’s stories and images have stayed in my mind. Unbelievably, | spoke with a
lady from Kachin State who said she had experienced three coups in her lifetime. The 2021
coup was my first time, and | empathized with her. | remember feeling very uncomfortable
seeing a religious sister from Kachin kneeling in front of soldiers on the road.

During these past months, | have seen and met incredibly powerful women socially and
politically. It is meaningful to see such strong women in our environment, despite the fact
that some people still consider women the ‘second sex’ in our society, believing women
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should not be in political and decision-making positions. Society remains highly patriarchal
and unequal. We seriously need to change society’s views on women and the maltreatment
of women.

It has been tough for me trying to cope with the situation after the military coup. After
seeing Mya Twe Twe Khaing’s shot to the head in Nay Pyi Taw, | was shocked. But it really
happened; it wasn’t just a story anymore. My life has not been easy the past few months,
but some people have helped me seek refuge. | think | am still managing to cope with the
difficulties so far. Although the news | hear day after day is tragic, and | have lost my future,
| try to take it one day at a time and not think about the long-term journey.

I think the fighting in Myanmar will take a long time. Then, after sacrificing our lives and
time, we will have to rebuild our country yet again. | hope, by that time, we will have
equality among men, women, and LGBTQ peoples—a new federal democratic nation that
does not discriminate against different religions and backgrounds. | hope we will have a
nation that considers women’s identities and rights from the elite to grassroots levels. | wish
for more women to hold positions in decision-making processes; | wish for the people to
stand in solidarity with the women activists engaging and fighting for our freedom — both
on/off the streets/village lanes, or in the jungle.

Real Stories Not Tales (RSNT) is a dedicated team in and out of Myanmar that aims to bring
awareness to the reality of young people’s lives since the Myanmar military staged a coup
on February 1st, 2021. Stories are collected through interviews with each protagonist by the
team, either in Burmese or in English. Each character is drawn by a professional illustrator
bringing a visual context to the story. RSNT is an anonymous name that is used by the group
to guarantee security to all parties involved in the collection of the stories.

RSNT-Booklet-3[ploAWI\NIK6LYY)

https://teacircleoxford.com/interview/real-stories-not-tales-story-of-su/
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