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Almost 100 Civilians Tortured to Death by Myanmar Regime Since Coup
By THE IRRAWADDY | 27 June 2022

Myanmar’s military regime has tortured to death at least 95 people in interrogation centers
and prisons since last year’s coup, said rights groups who called on the international
community to help end the junta’s atrocities.

Among those tortured to death were National League for Democracy officials and members,
student activists, young resistance fighters, peaceful protesters, striking civil servants,
politicians and bystanders.

In a joint statement released on International Day in Support of Victims of Torture, 14 local
rights groups including the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners, Equality Myanmar,
the Women'’s League for Burma and the Ta’ang Civil Society Organization, stated that the
junta has used horrific methods of torture on political detainees in order to terrorize
opponents of military rule.

“It is now common practice for the military to torture, to extract information and enact
revenge, before summarily executing with gunshots,” said the joint statement.

The statement added that it has documented evidence of torture through first-hand
testimony that reveals the use of guns, clubs, knives and pliers on detainees by junta forces.

Mock executions and burials, forcing detainees to assume stress positions, deprivation of
food and water for days, being forced to drink toilet water, beatings on genitals and threats
of sexual assault and rape are among the forms of torture used by the regime.

In one instance, almost 30 residents of Mon Taing Pin Village in Sagaing Region

were slaughtered by regime troops in May after being captured in a monastery. Their bodies
were found blindfolded with their hands tied. The victims’ throats had been cut or they had
been burned to death.

“We call attention to the historic use of torture by the military junta as a direct result of the
impunity it enjoyed for decades. Hollow threats by international governments and regional
blocs must end,” the 14 rights groups said in their statement.

They called on United Nations (UN) member states, as well as the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations, to put much more political pressure on the junta.

International actors must refuse engagement, dialogue, or participation in activities which
lend legitimacy to the regime, and implement a comprehensive global arms embargo, more
targeted financial sanctions against military conglomerates and other pro-military business
interests and support the work of accountability mechanisms, such as the Independent
Investigative Mechanism for Burma (IIMM), added the rights groups.

The groups also called on the UN Security Council to refer cases of torture to the
International Criminal Court, to end the physical and mental torture of political prisoners.
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NUG: Burma Army Using Rape As Weapon Of War
By Network Media Group | Sunday, June 26, 2022

~§ Burma Army (BA) soldiers have raped at least 72
people, but sexual violence against civilians is
likely to be higher since the military coup took
over the country 17 months ago, according to
Duwa Lashi La, acting president of the interim
National Unity Government (NUG).

International Day for The Eliminatior
Seaual Vicience in Conflct

TIME TO ACT,
END SYSTEM OF IMPU

| Last week, during the round table End Sexual

\ Violence on the International Day for the

l Elimination of Sexual Violence in Conflict on 19
June, he said: “We’ve concrete evidence...BA committed sexual violence during 17 incidents
in Mandalay, Sagaing and Magwe regions and Chin State between October 2021 and April
2022.”

NUG has documented 49 women, 20 youth, 2 men and one LGBT person brutally tortured
and gang raped by regime soldiers who use sexual violence as a weapon against the
population.

“For example, BA soldiers (gang) raped a woman in Tedim who’d recently given birth in
front of her husband. Another time, BA soldiers raped 30 females, including girls, in Kin and
Oak Nae villages in Min Kin Township in Sagaing Region,” Duwa Lashi La said.

Aung Myo Min, the NUG Human Rights Minister, said that BA has been perpetrating sexual
violence against women in ethnic states for decades. “It’s as if BA has given its soldiers a
licence to rape women in ethnic areas. They’ve abducted women and burned entire
villages...with impunity.”

He said that “it’s not only women who suffer sexual violence, but also children who are not
protected by the law”.

Ei Thinzar Maung, NUG Deputy Minister for Women, Youths and Children, said: “We need
the help of our people to end impunity for soldiers and take legal action against them.”

Human and women’s rights activists report that the BA also abduct women, children and
men, and use them as human shields during battles with ethnic armed organisations and
People’s Defence Forces in ethnic areas of the country.

https://www.nmg-news.net/2022/06/26/19764
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Three Elderly Civilians Killed by Junta Soldiers in Southern Myanmar
By THE IRRAWADDY | 27 June 2022

Myanmar regime troops brutally killed three elderly civilians on Sunday in southern
Myanmar’s Tanintharyi Region, after they were accused of supporting anti-regime activists
and attacking a junta vehicle.

Around 15 junta soldiers arrived in two vehicles in Gadatgyi Village, Launglon Township and
killed two villagers, U Thaung Win, 61, and his wife Daw Win Aye, as well as raiding and
destroying five houses. The soldiers looted cash, valuables and a motorbike from the
couple’s home, according to the Democracy Movement Strike Committee-Dawei (DMSC-
Dawei)

U Thaung Win was shot in his eye and stomach. His wife was shot in the head and the back.
Both the victims had their hands tied behind their backs when they were shot. Before being
killed, they were forced to lead the regime troops to the other five houses raided, a DMSC-
Dawei spokesperson told The Irrawaddy.

“They had a good relationship with the youths who have been participating in anti-junta
protests in the village. But other villagers support the youths as well. | think someone
informed the regime forces that they were in contact with a local People’s Defense Force,”
he added.

The couple had seven children, all migrant workers in Thailand. One of their children
returned to Thailand on Sunday after a family visit.

A resident of Gadatgyi Village, which has almost 800 households, told The Irrawaddy that
they heard the sound of gunfire and then found the couple’s dead bodies on the road after
the soldiers had left the village.

“Their hands were tied behind their backs and they had been brutally shot. The scene was
very bad,” said the villager.

The villagers now fear the return of regime forces, who have mounted frequent raids on
villages in Launglon Township this month.

Gadatgyi is located six miles from Launglon Town and two miles from Godinn Village, where
furniture maker U San Win, 50, was killed on Sunday night. He was shot dead in front of his
house after junta forces arrived in Godinn Village following their raid on Gadatgyi. He leaves
behind a wife and daughter.

Military regime soldiers had been searching for U San Win for eight months, following a
mine attack on a junta vehicle near his house, according to DMSC-Dawei. After he was
killed, the troops looted cash, valuables and a motorbike from his home.

Coup leader Senior General Min Aung Hlaing and his military council are responsible for
killing such innocent civilians, the DMSC-Dawei spokesperson told The Irrawaddy.
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A female resident of Godinn Village, which has 400 households, was shot dead on June 17
and her house torched. Two other civilians were shot near the village the same day, one of
whom died.

Tanintharyi Region is a stronghold of armed resistance in southern Myanmar. Locals have
staged anti-coup protests daily.

As of June 16, eight civilians have been killed and two seriously injured in Launglon
Township by regime troops and pro-junta Pyu Saw Htee militia, according to DMSC-Dawei.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/three-elderly-civilians-killed-by-junta-soldiers-in-
southern-myanmar.html

Three men found dead after attack on Myanmar military convoy

Junta forces travelling north to Tamu in Sagaing Region detained the three victims after
being hit by a series of explosions

Nyein Swe | Published on Jun 27, 2022

The bodies of three men killed by junta soldiers in Sagaing
Region’s Tamu Township on June 24 (Supplied)

Three men who were abducted after an attack on a military
convoy in Sagaing Region’s Tamu Township last Thursday
were found dead the following day, according to resistance
' sources.

The men, who were all in their late 20s, were travelling between the villages of Khum Mun
Nun and Yan Lin Hpai, about 20km south of the town of Tamu, when several explosions hit
the convoy in the same area, the sources said.

“They were taken hostage soon after the attack and were interrogated all night until they
were shot dead in the morning,” an officer of the Tamu People’s Defence Force (PDF) told
Myanmar Now.

The victims were identified as Pao Tin Thang and Hao Len Mang, both from Yan Lin Hpai,
and Sei Kho Thang, a resident of Khum Mun Nun.

Their bodies were discovered near Nan Mun Tar, a village about 2km from Khum Mun Nun,
on Friday morning, local sources reported.

According to the Tamu PDF officer, the 13-vehicle convoy was heading north from Kalay
Township when it was hit by a series of explosions on Thursday.

“We managed to land direct hits on two of the military vehicles, which were thrown into the
air,” he said, adding that around 15 of the roughly 100 troops travelling with the convoy
were killed.

Myanmar Now has been unable to independently confirm these figures.
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The Tamu PDF officer said that regime forces fired a number of random shots after the
incident, but no other casualties were reported.

The next day, the convoy continued on to Pan Thar, a village about 15km from Tamu, after
leaving Khum Mun Nun in the morning, according to the Tamu PDF officer.

Troops stationed in Tamu also later arrived in Pan Thar following attacks on members of the
military-backed Pyu Saw Htee militia based in the village, he added.

Tamu Township, which borders India, has seen frequent attacks on regime forces sent into
the area to suppress local resistance groups.

Local residents said that the three men killed last week were among many civilians displaced
by the conflict and forced to flee across the border into India.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/three-men-found-dead-after-attack-on-
myanmar-military-convoy

Myanmar Junta Troops Raid Villages After Power Cable to Chinese Mine Blown Up
By NORA AUNG | 27 June 2022

Junta troops raided villages in Sagaing Region in response to the blowing up of the main
power cable supplying the Chinese-owned Wanbao Mining Company on Friday by Salingyi
Township resistance fighters.

About 70 regime soldiers stormed Nyaung Pin Gyi village in Salingyi near the power line on
Monday morning and looted houses.

“The villagers fled last week. Soldiers took valuables and broke televisions and anything else
they could not carry,” said a villager.

On Friday, Mi Myay special task force and Young People’s Force said they destroyed the
cable because the Chinese firm is housing and feeding regime troops who loot homes and
arrest and kill civilians.

A villager said: “This morning large numbers of troops came to tighten security near the
bombed power line while it is repaired.”

Since June 21 approximately 10,000 civilians from 20 villages near the mine have fled their
homes.

The Northwestern Command in Monywa sent another 150 reinforcements to Wanbao on
Thursday.

A 38-year-old female Tone villager told The Irrawaddy that villagers fled without their
belongings when troops arrived firing rifles and using explosives on Thursday.

“Five minutes after | realized they had arrived the shooting and explosions began. | fled for
my life. | could not take any belongings,” she said.
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She said she is sheltering with relatives in a village far from Wanbao. Some of her neighbors
are missing.

Approximately 10,000 people from 20 villages, including Kyauk Phyu Taing, Sel Tai Maung,
Moe Gyo Pyin North, Sel Tai Ywar Haung, Magyi, Laungtakar, Kyi Pin Htoo, Ohn Nae Pot, Pon
Ywar Thit, Pon, Ton A Lel Taw, Ton Taw Kyaung, Ywar Thit and Ywar Ma, have left their
homes.

Last week, soldiers based at Wanbao tortured and cut up two villagers and torched around
70 houses in Moe Gyo Pyin North. They detained approximately 100 Sel Tai Maung villagers
at the monastery and released them after resistance forces attacked the Wanbao mine.

- The resistance in Salingyi Township exploded the main
power line to the Wanbao mine. / Young People’s Force

On Thursday approximately 200 regime soldiers torched
Pone Pwar Thit and shot eight villagers who tried to
extinguish the fire. Three died.

Wanbao has been operating the controversial Letpadaung
copper mine, in partnership with the military-owned
Myanma Economic Holdings Company, since 2010.

Heavy protests against the mine began in 2012 after land was seized and the environmental
damage became evident. Villagers demanded compensation. In 2014 a woman was killed
and many others, including monks, were injured in a crackdown by the security forces.

In April, 16 Sagaing Region resistance forces warned the Chinese-run copper mine to halt
operations as the groups said they would not allow joint ventures between Myanmar’s
regime and Chinese companies to operate in the region while people are fighting to uproot
the dictatorship.

In May the firm has expressed “deep concerns” in response to the threats.

Following the warning, the regime increased security at the mine and imposed tighter
restrictions on residents.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-troops-raid-villages-after-power-
cable-to-chinese-mine-blown-up.html

Nearly 7,000 Civilians in Mon State Flee Myanmar Junta Raids and Shelling
By THE IRRAWADDY | 27 June 2022

An estimated 7,000 Mon State civilians have fled their homes amid Myanmar junta raids,
indiscriminate shelling and an arson attack on a village in Thaton Township, according to
people’s defense forces (PDFs) and the Karen National Union (KNU).

It was the first regime arson attack on civilian properties in Mon State.
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Around 300 regime and Karen State Border Guard Force troops occupied Htone Bo Lay
village and burned down houses on Saturday amid attacks from the Bilin and Thaton PDFs
and Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA), the armed wing of the KNU.

The PDFs said they lacked ammunition to stop junta troops occupying the village.

More than 1,000 villagers have abandoned their homes since early June as Infantry Battalion
9 shelled Htone Bo Lay for days.

Since an arson attack on the village, more than 7,000 residents from six nearby villages had
fled their homes by Saturday, Saw Taryar, a Thaton PDF spokesman, told The Irrawaddy on
Monday.

He said nearly half of the 200 houses in the villages were burned down by regime forces.

Htone Bo Lay village in Thaton Township, Mon
State, on Saturday. Thaton PDF

Aerial photos show the village burning.

Villagers are mainly sheltering in forests and nearby
villages.

Tents, food and medicines are required for the
fleeing villagers in the forest,” Saw Taryar said. “Our revolution is about the whole country.
Rural communities are suffering the worst at the moment but urban areas will suffer more
atrocities soon. People should donate to the PDFs and ethnic resistance armies to gain
victory,” he said.

Regime forces are stationed at adjacent Htone Bo Gyi village, according to the Thaton PDF.

Clashes have occurred in the area since early June when resistance troops regularly
ambushed convoys carrying junta reinforcements.

On June 1, the resistance detained a Battalion 9 captain and sergeant at Htone Bo Gyi.

Six regime soldiers were killed and five others injured when resistance fighters ambushed
infantry troops on June 2, according to the KNU.

In response, the infantry battalion bombarded Htone Bo Gyi and Htone Bo Lay for days.

Faced with daily attacks from PDFs and ethnic armed groups, regime forces have committed
atrocities, burning alive and arbitrarily killing civilians, massacres, using civilians as human
shields, aerial bombing and shelling residential areas and looting and burning houses,
especially in Sagaing, Mandalay and Magwe regions and Chin, Kachin, Shan, Kayah and
Karen states.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/nearly-7000-civilians-in-mon-state-flee-
myanmar-junta-raids-and-shelling.html
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AA blasts Myanmar junta for lax border security after kidnapping incident

The episode would be “a great cause for concern for all people living along the border,” a
spokesperson for the group said

Nan Oo Nway | Published on Jun 27, 2022

with family following their return to Myanmar on
June 23 (Aung Kyaw Min/Facebook)

The Arakan Army (AA) has accused Myanmar’s
military junta of failing to secure the country’s
borders following the recent abduction of two
school staffers in northern Rakhine State.

School headmaster Bo Win and teacher Ohnmar
Kyaw spent a week in captivity in neighbouring Bangladesh after being kidnapped in
Maungdaw Township on June 16.

Speaking to Myanmar Now on Saturday, AA spokesperson Khaing Thukha said the episode
pointed to the regime’s incapacity to protect ordinary citizens and government employees
alike.

“This will be a great cause for concern for all people living along the border. It also clearly
shows the military council’s inability to safeguard those who work for them,” he said.

Since the return of the pair to Myanmar last week, Rakhine State’s junta-appointed chief
minister, Aung Kyaw Min, has revealed on social media that a ransom of more than 100m
kyat (554,000) was paid to secure their release.

No details about who the money was paid to, or which group is believed to have carried out
the kidnapping, were disclosed, however.

The families of the abductees have also been silent on the matter, suggesting that they have
been barred from speaking to the media.

Attempts by Myanmar Now and other news outlets to reach the victims and those close to
them for comment have been unsuccessful.

However, an employee of Maungdaw’s education department did confirm that individuals
directly involved in the case have been subjected to pressure from the regime to remain
quiet.

“They’re staying silent because someone doesn’t want them to say anything. That someone
is the government,” he said.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/aa-blasts-myanmar-junta-for-lax-border-security-
after-kidnapping-incident
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Arrests continue as two more soldiers snatched in Rakhine State

Dozens have been detained over the past two weeks as the junta seeks to end abductions
targeting its troops in the state’s north

Nan Oo Nway | Published on Jun 27, 2022

A soldier stands guard near Sittwe airport in Rakhine
state in September 2018

Tensions continue to grow in northern Rakhine State as
Myanmar’s military responds to a series of abductions
targeting regime forces in the region.

Dozens have been detained over the past two weeks in
connection with the disappearance of junta troops in Sittwe, Kyauktaw, Ponnagyun and
Mrauk-U townships, allegedly at the hands of the Arakan Army (AA).

The latest arrests were reported in the state capital Sittwe, where residents said that at
least 13 locals were rounded up late last week after two Myanmar army soldiers, including a
captain, were captured.

Junta troops and police conducted searches both inside the town and at its entrance,
where, according to one resident, at least five people were arrested.

Speaking on condition of anonymity, the local said that she saw army snipers deployed at a
checkpoint near the entrance to the town and heard gunfire in the same area on Thursday
night.

A resident of the town’s Mingan ward also reported four more arrests, while a 46-year-old
Muslim man named Maung Maung Khin was detained in Thet Kei Pyin, a village south of the
town, according to his wife.

“They picked him up in the market. We still don’t know why,” she said.

Many of Thet Kei Pyin’s residents are ethnic Rohingya Muslims who were displaced by
communal violence in 2012. The village has been designated a restricted area.

The regime’s security sweep has also disrupted ferry services in Sittwe, as most of the
town’s jetties have been closed as part of the crackdown.

A road in the Rakhine State capital Sittwe is deserted as
junta forces carry out raids on June 24 (Supplied)

Earlier in the week, junta officials detained at least 30
people in Mrauk-U, an ancient town northeast of Sittwe,
after three military intelligence officers went missing
there on Tuesday.

A day after the incident, junta soldiers arrested three

Page 11 of 76


https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/arrests-continue-as-two-more-soldiers-snatched-in-rakhine-state
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/author/10458
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/dozens-arrested-in-mrauk-u-after-aa-detains-suspected-junta-spies
https://www.myanmar-now.org/sites/myanmar-now.org/files/news-images/h_54640723.jpg

men from southern Chin State’s Matupi Township who were reportedly in Mrauk-U on
business, according to local sources.

Three locals, including a minor, were also arrested on the same day in Paung Toke, a village
about 7km south of Mrauk-U. Residents said that soldiers arrived in three military trucks to
make the arrests.

The abductions are believed to have begun on June 11, when two soldiers were snatched by
men in plainclothes in the town of Kyauktaw.

The AA later claimed responsibility for that incident, saying that it was carried out as
retaliation for the detention of several of its members arrested since May.

A week later, another soldier was abducted in the town of Ponnagyun, resulting in the
arrest of at least 10 people there.

At a press conference held on June 14, AA spokesperson Khaing Thukha accused the regime
of carrying out unlawful raids on the homes of AA members.

“If they continue their actions, we have no choice but to return the favour,” he said.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/arrests-continue-as-two-more-soldiers-snatched-
in-rakhine-state

TNLA Forces Northern Shan State Village To Pay Taxes
By SHAN - June 27, 2022

The Ta’ang National Liberation Army (TNLA) has ordered a headman to collect money from
the residents of a village in Hsipaw Township in northern Shan State.

On 20 June, the TNLA arrived in Nyaung Koe Pin and told the village headman to collect
taxes for the armed group, according to a local from the township, who wished to remain
anonymous for fear of reprisals.

“They’re very nasty to force villagers to pay taxes. They will arrest the village headman if he
refuses, and at the same time they also collect money from businessmen. In Hsipaw we’ve
to be afraid of thieves and robbers—and the TNLA soldiers!”

Hsipaw Township

SHAN hasn’t been able to reach the head of Nyaung Koe Pin for
comment.

“There’s no one to protect us and that’s why we’re afraid to talk
about it,” says a woman who wishes to remain anonymous.

Attempts to reach TNLA spokesperson Col Mai Aik Kyaw for two
days also went unanswered.

According to the residents, who’re majority Shan, this is the first
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time they’ve had to pay taxes to the Ta’ang group.

The Kachin Independence Organisation/Army (KIO/KIA) has also raised taxes for villagers
struggling to survive in areas controlled by the armed group in northern Shan State.

“The KIO/KIA Central Committee has decided to continue collecting taxes in northern Shan
State even though we understand that people are facing economic hardship after the
military coup,” the group’s spokesperson, Col Naw Bu, told SHAN. He explained that the
armed group has introduced various tax schemes for businesses and individuals.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/25152

PEACE CALL FAILS: Two-pronged strategy with scorched-earth policy getting the junta
nowhere

By Sai Wansai |

From the outset it was quite clear that Myanmar
- 14 junta leader Min Aung Hlaing's peace call on 22

April was a piecemeal intervention to lift the
tremendous military and political pressures on
him and his coup-maker regime to drive a wedge
between the ethnic-democratic forces, rather
than to strive for genuine peace, reconciliation
and political settlement.

The junta peace call was directed at the ethnic
armed organizations (EAOs), not the National Unity Government (NUG) and the People's
Defence Forces (PDF), in a move to “divide-and-rule”.

Of Myanmar's 21 EAOs, 10 EAOs which are not on a war-footing with the junta answered
the call, while those actively fighting against the junta failed to respond. So far eight have
already met the commander-in-chief and his State Administration Council (SAC) with two
more meetings pending.

The two are the Shan State Progress Party (SSPP) and Lahu Democratic Union (LDU) of which
the former is being issued an ultimatum by the junta to withdraw from three military
outposts in southern Shan State. It has in return rejected the demand and the junta
extended the deadline from 10 June until 30 June. The reason for such demand from the
junta at this point in time is unknown but it does make the intended meeting with the junta
problematic, even though the SSPP has accepted the peace talks, at the time of writing the
meeting is still pending.

The LDU failure to come to the meeting was said to be due to disagreement within its
leadership as some wanted to go along with the junta and some not.

So far the Restoration Council of Shan State (RCSS), New Mon State Party (NMSP), Karen
National Union/Karen National Liberation Army/ Peace Council (KNU/KNLA-PC), the Arakan
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Liberation Party (ALP), the United Wa State Party (UWSP), the National Democratic Alliance
Army (NDAA), the Democratic Karen Benevolent Army (DKBA) and the Pa-O National
Liberation Organization (PNLO) have met the commander-in-chief and SAC, with only the
SSPP and LDU left to wrap it all up.

Min Aung Hlaing hoped that the remaining EAOs, especially those on a war-footing with the
junta would join in. But since it has not happened as expected, he doled out another
invitation on 14 June.

SOLICITING SURRENDER

Just one day before, on 13 June, the junta reached out to armed resistance organizations
including the PDF in a call to enter the legal fold, a call made by the SAC Information Team
in both Burmese and English in Myanmar's state-run newspapers.

Although the PDF has been labelled terrorist organizations all along by the junta, they will
be allowed to return to civilian life if they willingly lay down their arms, the announcement
said.

The SAC put the blame on “political adversaries and disagreements in ethnic affairs” for the
country's internal armed conflicts, which it said had hampered development, and called for
“unity” to heal the nation.

“Those who were persuaded by terrorist groups .... to commit acts of terrorism leading to
the total destruction of the country and launch armed resistance under various names of
groups including PDF .... affect the stability of the State and ensue delay on the way to
democracy,” the statement said.

“Therefore, it is here announced that the organizations, including PDF, are welcomed if they
enter the legal fold [to return to] their normal civilian lives by surrendering their weapons,
[and] following rules and regulations to participate in future work plans of the country.”

SAC STATEMENT OF PEACE
The June 14 seven-point SAC Statement of Peace emphasizes the following:

e thejunta's proclamation that the year of 2022 is the year of peace and the Chairman
of State Administration Council Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services Senior
General Min Aung Hlaing has made a peace talks invitation to the EAOs;

e seven Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement (NCA) signatory EAOs and three non-
signatory EAOs replied to the peace talks initiative;

e six groups had already met with Chairman of State Administration Council in person
and exchanged views on peace, multi-party democracy, establishment of a Union
based on democracy and federalism, and socio-economic promotion of the locals,
which have produced positive and encouraging results;

e peace talks to continue with the remaining four groups;
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e State Administration Council to continue its work of strengthening the true and well-
ordered multi-party democracy and building a Union based on democracy and
federalism;

e solutions to various topics and demands of the EAOs to be sought through
brainstorming sessions; and the last paragraph writes:

“In this regard, a peace overture is made once again to NCA signatory EAOs and non-
signatory EAOs that are still absent from the peace talks and they are urged to truly
realize the national and regional interest. EAOs that will attend the peace dialogue
are requested to send the names of the chairman or a leader who can make
decisions on behalf of the chair and two members not later than 30 June 2022. EAOs
are urged to join the peace process to build a peaceful Union in the interest of all the
people of the Union, with the Union spirit as the core.”

TWO-PRONGED STRATEGY

Min Aung Hlaing knew that in order to turn the political tide to his favour he had to do
something drastic. And in order to do this he made a second call of peace talks, originally
doled out on 22 April 22, on 14 June again to woo the EAOs that have not yet taken up the
offer. Earlier on June 13 he also made an announcement calling for the EAOs and PDF,
particularly aiming at the latter, to enter the legal fold which in reality is to surrender. These
moves are in fact a two pronged-strategy currently employed by the SAC chairman.

While the SAC soliciting the EAOs to surrender may not be effective, the junta is pinning its
hopes to at least erode the strength of the NUG and PDFs by such offers. Reportedly there
were a few dozen PDF troopers that have surrendered according to the junta news outlet.

According to the junta some 70 members of the PDF returned back to the legal fold. They
were 24 in Mandalay Region; 13 in Magway Region; 11 in Sagaing Region; 11 in Ayeyarwady
Region; 6 in Bago Region, reported Eleven Media Group on 23 June.

The junta said it would welcome any organization, including the PDF, to surrender its
weapons, enter the legal fold and return to public life in accordance with the rules and
regulations of the state.

“Various armed resistance groups (PDF in Kayah or Karenni State’s Demawso Township,
Myingyu Township PDF in Sagaing Region, and Chinland Defence Force in Chin State) that
have sworn loyalty to Myanmar’s shadow National Unity Government (NUG) told RFA
Burmese that surrender to the junta is ‘impossible,” citing the devastation it had wrought on
the country since the 1 February 2021

takeover. Others said the military cannot be trusted and suggested that its call for surrender
is a sign of weakness,” according to the recent RFA report.

Naing Htoo Aung, shadow defence secretary, said the NUG will not consider the offer
because the junta is “untrustworthy.”
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“It is unbelievable that these people, who are currently committing atrocities and killing
innocent people and burning villages, have asked us to surrender our weapons and return to
civilian life,” he said. “We all know that we cannot believe [this offer].”

SCORCHED-EARTH POLICY

The junta has also been employing a scorched-earth policy and massacres from the early
stage of the coup besides its latest two-pronged strategy.

According to the RFA, nearly 20,000 houses have been razed since the military coup last
February.

The junta’s invitation to surrender also came less than a week after local watchdog group
Data for Myanmar issued a report which found that junta troops and military proxy groups
had burned down 18,886 homes across the country between last year’s coup and the end of
May 2022.

According to the report, villages in Sagaing were the hardest hit by the junta, with 13,840
houses destroyed, while those in Magway Region and Chin State came in second and third.
It said that 7,146 homes were set on fire in May alone — the highest monthly figure since the
coup.

According to the Institute for Strategy and Policy (ISP)-Myanmar in ISP Data Matters
Number 22 of 2 June 2022, in Sagaing Division (Region) 15.530 houses, buildings, and
religious buildings were torched and destroyed, which amounted to 69.7 percent of the
whole country. Moreover, 4.822 buildings were torched and destroyed which amounted to
21.6 percent. In Mandalay Division, Tanintharyi Division, Bago Division, Kayah (Karenni)
State, Chin State, Shan State and Karen State, no less than 1.947 buildings were torched and
destroyed making it about 8.9 percent.

The ISP-Myanmar, a local think tank, said from 1 February 2021 to 26 May 2022, 22.299
houses, buildings, including religious buildings were burned and destroyed. These damages
included burning during the battles and damages due to the explosion of ammunition during
the fights. During April and May 2022, no less than 14.594 houses and buildings were
torched and destroyed.

EXTRA-JUDICIAL KILLINGS ' MASSACRE

A year and five months after the coup, the junta has no control over the vast territories and
continues to commit inhumane killings across the country, according to media reports.

In Sagaing Region and Karenni State, the military has massacred civilians, including children
and women.

Last December 24, in Karenni State, Phruso Township in Moso village, at least 35 civilians
were set on fire along with their vehicles.

The charred bodies were found including a 10- to 15-year-old girl's corpse.
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In early May, the military arrested and killed 29 civilians in Mon Taing Pin Village, Ye-U
Township, Sagaing Region. The men were 26 to 63 years old.

The RFA recently released a video recording of three soldiers in which they were boasting
about the arrests and killings of the civilians in Sagaing Region.

In Sagaing Region Kani Township, the bodies of about 40 people, including a 14-year-old
boy, were found, people killed in July last year.

The junta never admit to the murder of civilians including the massacres. And a year and five
months after the military coup, a total of 14,280 people have been arrested, and 11,217 are
still detained, as of 24 June according to the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners
(AAPP).

The AAPP said the milestone of 2,000 deaths since the 1 February 2021 coup was reached
20 June and that recent deaths in anti-junta hotbeds Sagaing and Magway regions had
pushed the figure to 2007.

The ISP Myanmar said in a report dated 12 May that it had documented at least 5,646
civilian deaths between the 1 February 2021 coup and 10 May.

The breakdown are: 1,831 killed during demonstrations and in custody; 690 during armed
clashes; 3,107 killed for being informers by opposition groups, according to the statistics of
the junta and the Union Solidarity and Development Party (USDP).

EAOs ON A WAR FOOTING

The primary EAOs combating the junta after the February coup last year are the Karen
National Union (KNU), Kachin Independence Army (KIA), and Karenni National Progressive
Party (KNPP), with the Arakan Army (AA) on the verge of breaking the informal ceasefire
effective since November 2020 and restarting the armed conflict due to the junta's
assertiveness to impose its rule and counter the AA's administration establishment in
Arakan (Rakhine) State, excluding the NUG/PDF which are not classified as EAOs, but
nevertheless delivering serious armed resistance combating the junta.

The ISP-Myanmar said earlier in June that it had documented more than 4,600 clashes
between PDF units and the military as of 15 May. More than half of them occurred in Karen
State, while the second most active area is the Sagaing Region.

KNU

The junta's second peace invitation has also been rejected by the KNU just like the first time.
In addition, its spokesman Padoh Saw Taw Nee said the KNU may consider attending the
peace talks only if the Military Council leave the political arena and be accountable for the
crimes committed to date.

“The junta troops are killing and torching (people's residences and religious buildings) daily
even during the rainy season. Without ending these daily killings, torching of the villages
that caused the people to flee non-stop, it is meaningless to hold discussions,” Saw Taw Nee
said.
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“I' have already said if they want to meet, they should leave the political arena. The second
point is federal democracy cannot be just talks. Another point is we cannot just forgive the
recent killings without end and (must invoke) transitional justice. Reparations and truth-
seeking have to be undertaken without fail and they (the junta) will have to accept it,” he
added.

Although the KNU has signed the NCA after the military coup last February there were more
than 5,000 battles fought between the KNU and junta troops in Karen State and the
former's controlled areas, according to Saw Taw Nee reported the RFA quite recently.

KIA

The KIA, which has been fighting with the Military Council in northern Shan State, Kachin
State and Sagaing Region, has so far refused to accept the junta's offer, according to KIA
spokesman Colonel Naw Bu reported the RFA recently.

'All | can say is that as far as | have heard, there are no changes whatsoever on our side. |
can only say the same thing as we have issued statements before. That's how it is. | haven't
heard anything about the change. The rest | cannot answer. '

On 5 May, the KIA announced its stance that it would attend the talks only when all
stakeholders who ought to be involved were invited and able to discuss political issues on
an equal footing.

Colonel Naw Bu said that there have been nearly 800 battles during the past 15 months
between the junta troops and the KIA, which still hasn't yet signed the NCA.

AA

The AA, which is facing renewed military tensions with the junta in Arakan State, said it will
not attend the peace talks because the junta has not acted accordingly as it has promised,
reported the RFA.

“The peace talks are planned just to drive a wedge (between opposition groups against the
junta) and dismantle (the opposition groups unity).”

AA spokesman Khaing Thukha told a news conference on 14 June that it remains to be seen
whether the SAC chairman's invitation is to use it as a way out of the current worsening
crisis or for genuine peace.

“If the dialogue is for real peace, we can say that it is a good thing. But if it is just to
overcome a particular situation and to pass through a crisis and make use of peace
(discussion) it is not a good sign for the people. That's why | would say that we need to wait
and see whether real peace can be achieved or not.”

The AA has seen little fighting with the junta in Arakan State since the military coup, but
military tensions between the two armies have been rising since the beginning of this year.

At a recent press conference, AA spokesman Khaing Thukha said that the military council
has been making military preparations in Arakan State to attack the AA.
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KNPP

According to an insider source the KNPP Chairman Khu Oo Reh recently said that the
situation is not conducive to peace negotiations. Not that he is for war, but until there are
international witnesses, peace talks organized by the junta under its own agenda won't
work.

On June 19, Kantarawaddy Times released a radio report on the junta's peace talks
overtures and also the announcement soliciting the EAOs and PDF to surrender interviewing
the Karenni NationalDefence Force (KNDF), the Karenni Revolutionary Union (KRU) and
KNPP spokesmen, without mentioning their names.

The KNDF spokesman said that they were fighting to get rid of the military dictatorship, and
won't be open to either peace talks, any kind of discussion, or surrender.

The KRU spokesman said that they wouldn't respond to the junta's overtures, as they have
sacrificed a lot and have also invested a lot in the revolution. They would never surrender
and their aim is to uproot the military dictatorship system and would strive for it until it is
achieved.

The KNPP spokesman said that the junta's peace call and announcement of surrender are
political attacks and aimed at driving a wedge between the opposition groups. It is a kind of
political offensive to make the PDF surrender and weaken them. All have to be on guard and
not to deviate from the original aim and political goals, he said.

The KRU, KNDF and all the PDFs were formed a few months after the military overthrew the
civilian government. But the KNPP took up the armed struggle over 70 years ago and its
armed wing, the Karenni Army, is trying to convince splinter groups to join them in the
struggle against the regime, according to the Kantarawaddy Times 8 May report.

OUTLOOK

The first primary goal of the junta is to woo the EAOs fighting actively against the junta to its
side, but this is not working. The second initiative of soliciting surrender, which particularly
has been aimed at the PDF, is also not bearing fruit. The third usually employed decades-
long effective policy or strategy of threatening and intimidating the population into
submission by the junta's scorched- earth and massacre has also failed this time around to
cow the newly-emerged PDF resistance groups and the people at large.

Basically, all EAOs on a war-footing, such as the KIA, KNU, and KNPP, don't trust the junta
and see the commander-in-chief's peace call as a piecemeal, short-term way out of the
present debacles for himself and his SAC, which are surrounded by multitude of EAOs, PDF
and local resistance groups countrywide — a dire situation that has never been seen before.

As such, except for the EAOs in Shan State and the AA in Arakan State, the junta has to use
all its resources to defend its position and stay in power.

Even then, the AA is on the verge of restarting the war with the junta, as the latter is on the
brink of losing its cool trying to swallow its pride in the face of AA's administration
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establishment expanding rapidly in Arakan State. At this writing, both parties are busy
arresting administrative functionaries of one another in a tit-for-tat manner, heating up
military tension, which could ignite into a full-blown war at any time.

The second initiative of soliciting surrender isn't working as the PDF and EAOs on a war-
footing are determined to uproot the military dictatorship for a system change and even
more so because the junta has acted like a thuggish, mafioso-like regime and lost all
legitimacy to rule in their eyes.

The decades-long third strategy of scorched-earth and massacre also failed to cow the
people and resistance groups, PDF and EAOs alike. The mindset of the people is that their
vision of the future means an end to the junta and military so that a new federal democratic
union may become a reality and they are ready to sacrifice all they have to achieve this goal.

In sum, the junta's two-pronged strategy and the intimidation built on scorched-earth,
extra-judicial killings and massacres may only hasten their downfall as they struggle to hang
on to power.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/peace-call-fails-two-pronged-strategy-scorched-earth-
policy-getting-junta-nowhere

A tale of two defections

Two defectors who entered the military in their teens recall what it took for them to finally
break its hold on their lives

Tin Htet Paing | Published on Jun 26, 2022

Khin Pa Pa Tun and Aung Myo Htet are among
thousands of soldiers who defected to the
resistance since the military coup in February
2021 (Supplied)

A few days before this year’s mid-April Thingyan
water festival, Khin Pa Pa Tun left behind a career
she had loved, and hated, for more than two
decades.

The 43-year-old military nurse had attained the rank of captain, but that wasn’t the part of
her job that meant the most to her. What she cared about was working in the hospital
wards, tending to the needs of her patients. Losing her status as an army officer was no loss
at all, as far as she was concerned.

Long before last year’s coup, Khin Pa Pa Tun had come to realise what a malign institution
Myanmar’s military truly was. Her own husband, a former military doctor, had deserted
more than a decade earlier, fed up with the abuse and complete absence of freedom that
are endemic features of life in the armed forces.
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“l had been in the military since | was 18. | had no youth, no freedom, no life. We had to live
and even dress ourselves according to their orders. There was no such thing as happiness
for us,” Khin Pa Pa Tun told Myanmar Now a few months after she finally made her escape.

mé‘f::[j),wsw?m?"s”é[g] Khin Pa Pa Tun poses for a photo at a post-graduation ceremony
i :g;ogwnsgosmsg&ﬁ&m&”f” in Hmawbi Township, Yangon (Supplied)

) i |

.| Walking away from a military so bent on control was no simple
matter. It took planning, stamina, and the support of those ready
to help. But most of all, it required real determination.

For Khin Pa Pa Tun and her husband, Thin Aung Htwe, it was the
fate of their two teenaged children that did the most to steel
their will. They knew that they must, at whatever cost, spare
them the grim future that would surely await them if the family
remained a part of a military that had declared war on its own
people.

‘It just felt wrong’

Aung Myo Htet, a 32-year-old army captain, had only his wife of three years to think of
when he decided to defect late last year. But he found in her a more than willing partner in
his bid to break free of the military’s hold on his life.

“From the time we got married, she started telling me to quit. She heard and saw how
lower-ranking soldiers are bullied and abused by their superiors. She pushed me to leave
even before all of this happened, and pushed even harder after,” he said.

By the time of the coup, Aung Myo Htet had spent nearly half his life in uniform. He entered
the elite Defence Services Academy (DSA) in 2006, straight out of high school, and was
serving as a squadron commander in Rakhine State when he heard the news that the
country’s civilian leaders had been rounded up in Naypyitaw on the morning of February 1,
2021.

At the time, it would have been almost unthinkable for him to try to leave the army. Not
only were soldiers in his battalion (Infantry Battalion 80, under the notorious Light Infantry
Division 66) ordered to fall in every two hours to ensure that everyone was present and
accounted for, but there was also the tense situation outside the barracks to consider.

“Everyone was pretty hot-blooded at that time. It would have been impossible for anyone in
the resistance to really trust me as | stood there holding a gun,” he said.

Still, the idea that he wanted to get out had begun to take hold, and after he was sent to
Karenni (Kayah) State last June, it continued to grow in his mind.

Everyone was pretty hot-blooded at that time. It would have been impossible for anyone
in the resistance to really trust me as I stood there holding a gun
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Aung Myo Htet defected to the resistance in Karenni
State in October 2021 (Supplied)

He had been deployed to Karenni State to take part
in the junta’s “clearance operations” against local
civilians who had joined the armed resistance
movement. Unlike in Rakhine State, where he had
faced off against the battle-hardened Arakan Army,
in Karenni he was expected to fight a vastly

outgunned adversary.

“What we were ordered to do was fight with our own people, not with groups that had
years of experience in armed rebellion. It just felt wrong,” he said.

Trapped

Even before Khin Pa Pa Tun and Thin Aung Htwe made up their minds to escape from the
army once and for all, they decided to take their children away from their military-provided
accommodation in suburban Yangon.

“I knew that people would look at our children and see them as ‘military kids’. | didn’t think
they should have to live with that,” said Thin Aung Htwe, explaining why he and the children
moved to another location while his wife continued her job.

I had been in the military since | was 18. | had no youth, no freedom, no life

Khin Pa Pa Tun (in red circle) is seen among
military colleagues in an undated photo
(Supplied)

From the start, Khin Pa Pa Tun had wanted to
take part in the mass civic boycott of the newly
installed regime, but didn’t because she knew it
would endanger her family.

After all, this wasn’t like 2015, when she and her husband openly celebrated the landslide
victory of the now-ousted ruling party, the National League for Democracy (NLD). (They did
this despite the fact that their own ballots had been cast by the military on their behalf—
almost certainly for the NLD’s chief rival, the Union Solidarity and Development Party.)

Khin Pa Pa Tun had, in fact, tried to resign twice between 2015 and the coup, and each time
was denied permission to leave, despite completing the minimum 10 years of service
required of those who receive professional training in the military.

The first time was in 2015, when she had finished her post-graduate degree. The second
was just months before the coup, after she learned that she had been recommended,
without her consent, for an unwanted promotion—something that would only prolong her
time in the military. The second rejection reduced her almost to despair, forcing her to bury
herself in her work just to cope with the sense that she was well and truly trapped.
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Because she didn’t want to take any unnecessary risks with her family’s safety, the coup did
not offer her an immediate way out of her dilemma. But when the shadow National Unity
Government (NUG) declared last September that it would wage a defensive war against a
junta that was behaving like a terrorist organisation, she and her husband knew they would
soon have to make a move.

It was not until December, however, that a definite plan began to take shape. With the help
of a group called People’s Embrace, established by others who had already defected from
the military, Khin Pa Pa Tun could finally see the light at the end of the tunnel.

“Once we decided that the whole family would leave altogether, | felt so free, so happy and
relieved,” she told Myanmar Now.

Taking the leap

Aung Myo Htet didn’t have time for elaborate planning. Nor did he have the need for it. All
he had to do was wait for the right opportunity, and hope for the best until then.

As a kid, playing gunfights was the height of excitement for Aung Myo Htet. Now, however,
he found himself in a real-life situation that filled him with dread. The last thing he wanted
was to be forced to shoot to kill.

“Of course, there were a few times | had to fire my weapon,” he said. “But those were just
warning shots. | never had to engage in a direct clash with resistance forces.”

It wasn’t just the fact that he had to fight with civilians that made Aung Myo Htet feel so
conflicted. Although he was born in Pyay, in northern Bago Region, he had spent his teen
years in the Mon State town of Kyaikhto. Because of this, eastern Myanmar, including
Karenni State, was familiar territory to him from his pre-military life.

One of the places that he remembered from those years was Moebye, a town in southern
Shan State that lies just across the border from the Karenni State capital Loikaw. When he
returned there last year, however, he could barely recognise it.

“Most of Moebye had been reduced to ashes. | could still feel the heat from the fires that
had burned there. There were only a handful of houses still standing,” he recalled.

This devastation was the result of the military’s response to an attack on a police station by
Karenni resistance forces.

“l never imagined that | would ever see something like this in a town. This was just a
peaceful little place that | used to pass through when | was younger, and now it lay in ruins. |
can’t even find the words to describe it,” he said.

For four long months, he remained on the side of this conflict that treated the lives and
livelihoods of civilians with utter disregard. Then, in October, he finally decided to take a
leap into the unknown.
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That was when he defected to the resistance with the help of an anti-regime group called
People’s Soldiers. Thanks to that decision, he is now in a liberated area, where he has been
reunited with his wife.

Safe and sound

It took nearly four months for Khin Pa Pa Tun and her family to prepare for their escape.
During this time, Thin Aung Htwe had their two children do walking exercises every day to
build up their stamina for the difficult journey that lay ahead of them.

When the time finally came, they set off on a summer’s day in April to clear the first hurdle:
leaving Yangon undetected.

“I was really worried that someone might recognise me, as | knew a lot of people in the city.
| was afraid that someone might come up to me to chat, or ask me where | was going,” Khin
Pa Pa Tun recalled.

To avoid this, she wore sunglasses and a hat and avoided facing people in crowds.
Sometimes, she said, she even hid behind her children.

Despite her concerns, however, they managed to make it past Yangon’s last checkpoint
without incident. But they weren’t in the clear yet.

The final leg of their journey took them through territory that has seen fierce fighting since
late last year. There was a very real risk that they could find themselves in the crossfire.

“My husband and | weren’t worried about ourselves, because of our military background,
but it was different for our kids,” said Khin Pa Pa Tun.

In the end, however, they made it safe and sound to a place where the military, with the
stranglehold it had on all their lives, could no longer reach them.

Khin Pa Pa Tun and her husband Thin Aung Htwe (centre)
celebrate the NLD’s landslide election victory outside the
party’s Yangon headquarters in 2015 (Supplied)

For Thin Aung Htwe, who deserted from the military
more than a decade ago and later turned himself in
rather than live as a fugitive, it was an especially

liberating experience.

After spending two years in prison for going AWOL, he returned to civilian life as a relatively
free man. But with his wife still in the military, his family remained in the clutches of the
country’s generals.

“They forced us to do things we didn’t want to do—things that were not for the good of the
country, that were only for their own benefit,” he said.

This time, however, the whole family had been freed. What that means for their future
remains to be seen, but for Thin Aung Htwe, this uncertainty was still infinitely preferable to
the alternative.
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“We can deal with everything else later, one step at a time. What is important now is that
we are no longer in danger, and no longer have them pulling our strings,” he said.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/a-tale-of-two-defections

As Myanmar Burns, Junta Pours Money Into ‘World’s Tallest’ Buddha Image
By THE IRRAWADDY | 27 June 2022

While over 2,000 civilians have been killed in crackdowns and interrogations and 1.2 million
more people displaced since the coup in Myanmar, junta leader Min Aung Hlaing and his
supporters are having a Buddha statue—touted as the world’s biggest sitting Buddha
image—built in Naypyitaw.

The 81-ft (24.69-m)-tall Buddha image known as Maravijaya is being constructed in a park of
the same name in Dekkhinathiri Township along with more than 700 marble slabs inscribed
with text from the Tripitaka, the entire Pali Canon of Theravada Buddhism. Through its
media, the regime has been constantly urging people to make donations toward the
construction of the Buddha image and stone inscriptions.

On Sunday, Min Aung Hlaing visited the construction site, and construction of the Buddha
image is now 40-percent complete, junta media reported.

Among the biggest donors to the project are members of the current regime as well as
former generals and ministers of former military dictator Than Shwe and ex-general U Thein
Sein’s administrations, according to the junta’s announcement.

Regime chief Min Aung Hlaing in November 2021 with an
architectural rendering of the pagoda compound where the
world’s largest Buddha image will be located.

Donations were made in memory of late prime minister
General Soe Win of the State Peace and Development Council
(SPDC) regime, who allegedly masterminded the 2003
Tabayin Massacre in which junta-backed thugs attempted to
assassinate Daw Aung San Suu Kyi in Sagaing.

U Nay Aung, U Pyi Aung and Navy chief Admiral Moe Aung also donated 60 million kyats
(about US$32,500) in memory of their late father U Aung Thaung, a henchman of U Than
Shwe widely considered the most corrupt minister of the former regime.

U Nay Aung and U Pyi Aung are known to be arch-cronies of the current regime. U Pyi Aung
is a son-in-law of General Maung Aye, who was the No. 2 man in Than Shwe’s SPDC regime.
U Moe Aung was promoted to Navy chief shortly after last year’s coup.

Vice-President U Tin Aung Myint Oo of U Thein Sein’s administration, former Union Election
Commission chairman former Lieutenant General Tin Aye, former information minister
Brigadier-General Kyaw Hsan, former ministers at the President’s Office former Vice Admiral
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Soe Thane and Thein Nyunt, former defense minister ex-general Wai Lwin, and former
sports minister U Tint Hsan have also made contributions toward the building of the Buddha
image to honor Min Aung Hlaing, who seized power from the National League for
Democracy, which won two consecutive general elections in 2015 and 2020.

U Tin Aung Myint Oo donated 10 million kyats and ex-general U Tin Aye, who is U Thein
Sein’s friend and former chairman of military-owned Myanmar Economic Holdings Ltd.,
handed out nearly 75 million kyats.

While the ex-generals of the previous regime have poured donations toward the building of
the Maravijaya (“Victory over Mara”) Buddha image, at least 20 regime minister including
Foreign Minister Wunna Maung Lwin, Immigration Minister former Brig-Gen Khin Yi,
Investment and Foreign Economic Relations and Social Welfare Minister Daw Thet Thet
Khaing and Minister of Justice and Attorney-General Daw Thidar Oo also made
contributions.

The majority of them lost to the NLD in the 2020 general election, but became ministers
thanks to Min Aung Hlaing.

In the international arena, Wunna Maung Lwin who also served as foreign minister in U
Thein Sein’s administration is defending the atrocities of Min Aung Hlaing and his regime. U
Khin Yi who served as the police chief in U Than Shwe’s regime and immigration minister in
U Thein Sein’s quasi-civilian government, organized large-scale pro-military rallies before
Min Aung Hlaing’s coup.

After being appointed as the minister of Foreign Investment and Economic Relations, former
military officer U Aung Naing Oo sacked striking staff of his ministry. Daw Thet Thet Khaing,
the former NLD lawmaker, is a turncoat who approached Min Aung Hlaing after she was
defeated by her former party in the 2020 general election. Her husband Dr. Aung Kyaw Win,
the owner of Golden Palace gold and jewelry shop, received an honorary title awarded by
Min Aung Hlaing.

Union Attorney-General Daw Thidar Oo was concurrently appointed as minister of justice
after she successfully adopted legislation designed to stifle dissidents in a way favorable to
Min Aung Hlaing.

Meanwhile, Sitagu Sayadaw Bhaddanta Nyanissara and Ashin Chekinda, who are overseeing
the construction of the Buddha statue, have also received promotions. After the coup,
Sitagu Sayadaw, who was previously the joint head, became the head of the Shwekyin sect,
the second largest monastic order of monks in Myanmar. Ashin Chekinda has also been
promoted from a department head to acting rector at the International Theravada Buddhist
Missionary University in Yangon.

Obviously, retired and active generals are of one mind on perpetuating the military
dictatorship in Myanmar, and they will definitely help the pagoda donor Min Aung Hlaing to
become the country’s president next year.
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UN expert warns of a ‘lost generation’ as Myanmar children face junta wrath

Tom Andrews, the UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of
human rights in Myanmar, takes part in an interview with AFP
at a hotel in Kuala Lumpur on June 23, 2022. Photo: AFP

The Myanmar junta has brutally attacked and killed children and
systematically abused their human rights, a UN expert said in a
recent report that calls for immediate coordinated action to
protect the rights of children and safeguard Myanmar’s future.

Tom Andrews, UN Special Rapporteur on human rights in Myanmar, said the Myanmar
junta’s relentless attacks on children underscore the generals’ depravity and willingness to
inflict immense suffering on innocent victims in its attempt to subjugate the people of
Myanmar.

“The international community’s approach to the coup and the junta’s atrocities has failed.
States must take immediate coordinated action to address an escalating political, economic
and humanitarian crisis that is putting Myanmar’s children at risk of becoming a lost
generation,” he said following the recent release of his report.

The Special Rapporteur said it was clear from the evidence that the children of Myanmar
were not only being caught in the crossfire of escalating attacks, but that they were often
the targets of the violence.

“During my fact-finding for this report, | received information about children who were
beaten, stabbed, burned with cigarettes, and subjected to mock executions, and who had
their fingernails and teeth pulled out during lengthy interrogation sessions,” Andrews said.

“The junta’s attacks on children constitute crimes against humanity and war crimes. Junta
leader Min Aung Hlaing and other architects of the violence in Myanmar must be held
accountable for their crimes against children,” he said.

“For the sake of Myanmar’s children, Member States, regional organisations, the Security
Council, and other UN entities must respond to the crisis in Myanmar with the same
urgency they have responded to the crisis in Ukraine.”

Andrews urged Member States to work in coordination to alleviate the suffering of children
by systematically increasing pressure on the junta. He urged States that have already
imposed sanctions on the military and military-linked companies to take stronger
coordinated action that will inhibit the junta’s ability to finance atrocities.
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“States must pursue stronger targeted economic sanctions and coordinated financial
investigations. | urge Member States to commit to a dramatic increase in humanitarian
assistance and unequivocal regional support for refugees,” he said.

“It is scandalous that the international community has committed only 10 percent of the
funds required to implement the Myanmar Humanitarian Response Plan 2022, causing
lifesaving programs for children to be shelved,” he said.

The Special Rapporteur’s report describes the impact of the 1 February 2021 coup on the
human rights of children in Myanmar and details the alarming, underreported facts of the
violence being

perpetrated against them. Soldiers, police officers and military-backed militias have
murdered, abducted, detained and tortured children in a campaign of violence that has
touched every corner of the country, the report said.

Over the past 16 months, the military has killed at least 142 children in Myanmar. Over
250,000 children have been displaced by the military’s attacks and over 1,400 have been
arbitrarily detained. At least 61 children, including several under three years of age, are
reportedly being held as hostages. The UN has documented the torture of 142 children since
the coup.

The junta has intentionally deprived children of their fundamental human rights to health,
education and development, with an estimated 7.8 million children out of school. Following
the collapse of the public health system since the coup, the World Health Organization
projects that 33,000 children will die preventable deaths in 2022 because they have not
received routine immunizations.

Andrews said the lack of action by Security Council was a moral failure with profound
repercussions for children in the country.

“World leaders, diplomats and donors should ask themselves why the world is failing to do
all that can reasonably be done to bring an end to the suffering of the children of
Myanmar,” the expert said.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/un-expert-warns-lost-generation-myanmar-children-face-
junta-wrath

ASEAN’s Envoy on Myanmar Urges Suu Kyi’s Return to House Arrest From Solitary
Confinement

By THE IRRAWADDY | 27 June 2022

PHNOM PENH—A special envoy of the ASEAN chair on Myanmar has urged the country’s
military regime to return democracy leader Daw Aung San Suu Kyi from solitary
confinement in prison to the home where she was originally detained.
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Following a military takeover in February last year, the junta detained the 77-year-old under
house arrest until June 22, when it moved her to Naypyitaw Prison. The regime’s
spokesperson said she was transferred to the prison according to the code of criminal
procedure and placed in solitary confinement.

The transfer prompted widespread expressions of alarm, with a spokesman for UN
Secretary-General Anténio Guterres saying the UN was very concerned about the latest
developments, adding that they went against everything the organization has been calling
for in regards to the situation in Myanmar.

In a letter to regime Foreign Minister Wunna Maung Lwin, ASEAN Special Envoy Prak
Sokhonn on Monday urged the junta to exercise “compassion and facilitate the return of
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi to the home” where she was originally detained due to “her fragile
health and wellbeing as well as fair and judicious practice of the rule of law”, echoing “deep
concerns expressed by ASEAN colleagues.”

The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) is a 10-member bloc and Myanmar is a
member.

“I have no doubt that the same concern resonates beyond ASEAN, considering that Daw
Aung San Suu Kyi is regarded internationally and by many in Myanmar as having a critical
role in your country’s return to normalcy and national reconciliation through a peaceful
political solution,” the envoy said.

“We all share the view that a peaceful national reconciliation cannot be expected when one
party to the conflict is taken out of the resolution equation,” he added.

The request comes a few days before his second visit to Myanmar this year.

Following the regime’s post-coup bloody crackdowns on protesters, ASEAN last year
adopted a five-point peace plan for Myanmar, including an immediate cessation of the
junta’s violence against its own people.

However, the plan has largely failed, as the junta has continued to commit extrajudicial
killings, arbitrary arrests and torching of civilian properties as it tries to crush armed
resistance forces across the country. So far, the regime has killed more than 2,000 people.

Prak Sokhonn was appointed as the ASEAN special envoy for Myanmar this year to mediate
between all parties concerned.

He visited the country early this year but only met regime officials. Upon returning from the
visit, he said the Myanmar issue was complicated and would take a long time to solve, as
the “stakeholders were not ready to cooperate and still insist on fighting and eliminating
one another.”

In May, Hun Sen, the prime minister of Cambodia, which currently holds ASEAN’s rotating
chair, urged the Myanmar regime leader to let the bloc’s envoy meet with the country’s
detained democracy leader Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and President U Win Myint to “create a
conducive environment to start an inclusive political dialogue.”
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However, regime chief Min Aung Hlaing responded that he would only “facilitate meetings
with other parties concerned,” meaning the envoy will not have access to either during his
forthcoming visit.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/aseans-envoy-on-myanmar-urges-suu-kyis-
return-to-house-arrest-from-solitary-confinement.html

Myanmar burns seized drugs in 3 cities to mark world drug day
Source: Xinhua| 2022-06-26 | Editor: huaxia

YANGON, June 26 (Xinhua) -- Myanmar ceremonially burnt seized narcotic drugs in the cities
of Yangon, Mandalay and Taunggyi on Sunday, marking the International Day against Drug
Abuse and lllicit Trafficking.

In Yangon, 33 kinds of narcotic drugs and precursor chemicals worth over 356.68 billion
kyats (192.6 million U.S. dollars), which were seized in the lower part of Myanmar, were
destroyed on Sunday morning.

The destroyed drugs included heroin, cannabis, stimulant, methamphetamine and ecstasy
among others in connection with 5,914 drug cases.

In Mandalay, 25 kinds of narcotic drugs and chemicals worth over 316.77 billion kyats (171
million U.S. dollars) were destroyed.

In Taunggyi, 58 kinds of narcotic drugs worth over 515.36 billion kyats (278.3 million U.S.
dollars) were burnt on Sunday.

Home Affairs Minister Lieutenant General Soe Htut, in his capacity as Chairman of Central
Committee for Drug Abuse Control (CCDAC), said in his message that the cultivation and
production of opium poppy in Myanmar have reduced because of the efforts by successive
governments to eliminate narcotic drugs.

However, the Southeast Asian country is still faced with a new challenge arising from the
growing problem of precursor chemicals, which are used to produce synthetic drugs such as
Ice, also known as crystal methamphetamine, and ketamine, according to him.

A report from the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) last year said that
production and demand for opium had declined as the region's synthetic drug market
continued to expand and diversify.

Myanmar burnt 62 kinds of seized narcotic drugs and precursor chemicals worth over
667.91 million U.S. dollars in Yangon, Mandalay and Taunggyi last year.

https://english.news.cn/asiapacific/20220626/b73d6a0dc8354855b6bdd55ab28278f9/c.ht
ml
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