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Myanmar Junta Claims Daw Aung San Suu Kyi Treated ‘Well’ in Solitary Confinement
By THE IRRAWADDY | 23 June 2022

The Myanmar junta on Thursday confirmed that it has moved detained Myanmar
democracy leader Daw Aung San Suu Kyi to prison from an undisclosed location where she
had been under house arrest, and claimed she was being treated “well” after being placed
in solitary confinement.

Junta spokesperson Zaw Min Tun said in a media statement that a regime court in
Naypyitaw tried Daw Aung San Suu Kyi on Wednesday, after which she was transferred to
the prison according to the code of criminal procedure. The spokesman did not elaborate.

“She is being treated well in solitary confinement,” it added.

The statement doesn’t mention the name of the prison she has been moved to, but sources
identified it as Naypyitaw Prison in the Myanmar capital, where she had been under house
arrest until Tuesday.

The Irrawaddy has learned that the Myanmar Police Force’s Special Branch informed Daw
Aung San Suu Kyi and her lawyers of the transfer during a hearing on Tuesday at a special
court in Naypyitaw, where she has been tried on more than a dozen charges filed by the
regime.

The reason for the transfer wasn’t clear yet.

The regime has held Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, who turned 77 on Sunday, under house arrest
since the coup in February last year. It moved her to an unknown location in Naypyitaw in
April 2021.

Under the previous military regime she spent 15 years under house arrest, ending in 2011.

It will be the second time she has been incarcerated in a prison. In 2009, the previous
regime transferred Daw Aung San Suu Kyi from her home to Yangon’s Insein Prison for four
months for violating the rules of her house arrest after an American intruded onto her
property.

After her move to Naypyitaw Prison on Wednesday, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s ongoing
trials will be conducted at a special court inside the prison. So far the regime court has
sentenced her to 11 years in prison.

If found guilty on all counts, she will spend the rest of her life behind bars, as the charges
carry a combined sentence of more than 100 years.

Since her house arrest last year, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi has been assisted by seven
people detained with her, and has had the companionship of her dog.

It was not clear whether her aides would be released upon Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s transfer
to the prison.
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The move to the prison has prompted concerns about Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s wellbeing,
especially given her old age.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-claims-daw-aung-san-suu-kyi-
treated-well-in-solitary-confinement.html

Sagaing PDF groups kill 14 police in checkpoint shootout

Only one of the dead officers was in uniform, but all 11 male officers involved in the clash
were armed

Maung Shwe Wah / Moe Oo | Published on Jun 23, 2022

PDF members examine the vehicle that 14 police
officers were riding in when they were killed in a
shootout with resistance forces on June 22
(Supplied)

Fourteen police officers travelling in a civilian
vehicle were killed on Wednesday morning after
they failed to stop at a checkpoint set up by
resistance forces in Sagaing Region’s Khin-U

2022/6/2211:25

Township.

An officer of the Khin-U People’s Defence Force (PDF) said the group opened fire after the
driver of the vehicle attempted to go through the checkpoint, located on the highway
linking the towns of Khin-U and Ye-U, without stopping.

“The driver was shot in the head, and then their truck went off the road. It was only after
they started shooting back at us that we realised they were the enemy,” said the PDF
officer.

There were only a handful of PDF troops manning the checkpoint, but once the shooting
started, members of allied groups soon arrived to provide backup, he added.

The two sides clashed for about 90 minutes, resulting in the death of everyone aboard the
vehicle, including three female officers.

The name tags and insignia of the only police officer
who was in uniform among the 14 who were killed in
Khin-U Township on June 22 (Supplied)

“The female police officers were not armed. All 14 of
them were killed,” the PDF officer told Myanmar Now,
noting that 11 weapons were seized at the scene.

Only one of the police officers, identified as Cpt Soe
Htut Khaing, was in uniform, according to information

released by a local defence force.
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Photos shared by the group show tags bearing the dead officer’'s name and insignia showing
his rank, as well as the vehicle involved in the incident.

“They were in disguise, rising in the sort of truck that locals use to transport landfill. We
thought they looked suspicious, so we tried to get them to stop. But they didn’t, so we shot
at the driver, and that’s when the fighting started. The clash continued from around 9:30
until 11am,” said a Khin-U PDF spokesperson.

Residents of the area said that junta troops stationed in the village of Gway Kone fired on
Kan Thit, a neighbouring village, with heavy artillery later that day, forcing thousands to flee.

The checkpoint where the clash took place was located between the two villages, according
to PDF sources.

Earlier in the day, a similar incident at a junta checkpoint in Magway Region’s Pwintbyu
Township claimed the lives of eight PDF fighters.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/sagaing-pdf-groups-kill-14-police-in-checkpoint-
shootout

Myanmar Junta Troops Seize Villagers as Human Shields in Sagaing
By THE IRRAWADDY | 23 June 2022

Nearly 50 civilians have been detained as hostages during a nighttime junta raid on Baoh
village in Khin-U Township, Sagaing Region.

Around 70 junta soldiers arrived in two vehicles and fired shells on Thursday morning,
according to the Narapati Guerrilla Revolution Force.

Villagers were asleep and could not flee and most of the hostages are women and children.
Troops carried away valuables during the day, the armed group told The Irrawaddy.

“Resistance forces are only watching the village because they have hostages. The safety of
villagers is our priority,” said Thakhin Chit of the group.

Baoh had more than 400 households and nearly 2,000 residents. It is near Kan Thit village,
where 14 regime soldiers and pro-junta militia members were killed on Wednesday in a
resistance ambush.

The regime troops killed a high-school student from Kan Thit on Wednesday after the
ambush, according to the Khin-U Township Information page.

More than 1,000 civilians have fled five villages in the area.

Two older people and their one-year-old grandchild from Muthar village in Khin-U Township
were seriously injured by junta artillery on Thursday.

Thousands of civilians have fled their homes in the township, according to Khin-U People’s
Defense Force.
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Heavy junta casualties in ambushes on Wednesday in Khin-U will bring raids by troops, said
Bo Thanmani, who leads the group.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-troops-seize-villagers-as-human-
shields-in-sagaing.html

Two more civilians brutally murdered near Letpadaung copper mining project

The men, believed to have been captured by junta troops, are found dismembered
following a Myanmar military raid on a nearby village in Sagaing’s Salingyi Township

Khin Yi Yi Zaw | Published on Jun 23, 2022
The victims are cremated on June 22 (Supplied)

Locals found the mutilated bodies of two men near
the Letpadaung copper mining project in Sagaing
Region’s Salingyi Township on Wednesday morning
following a military raid on a nearby village.

The deceased were identified as Tin Soe, 50, and
At Pwa Gyi, 40, of Moe Gyo Pyin village, which was
attacked by a column of some 70 junta soldiers on Tuesday.

“Tin Soe was decapitated and both of Pwa Gyi’s hands were cut off from the wrist,” said a
villager who saw the bodies. “There were also so many knife wounds on Tin Soe’s body...
Intestines were also falling out of Pwa Gyi’s stomach.”

Locals said that it was likely that Tin Soe and Pwa Gyi were killed by the same military unit
that raided and shelled Moe Gyo Pyin.

“It seems that they were captured inside the village, taken outside, and then tortured and
killed. | think they were killed in the same place where they were found,” said the local man,
referring to a field located near Moe Gyo Pyin.

Villagers cremated the bodies on Wednesday morning.

Smoke is seen rising from Moe Gyo Pyin village on June
21 following (Supplied)

An officer in the Young People’s Force, a Salingyi-based
resistance group, said that in retaliation for the
military’s assault on Moe Gyo Pyin, they had ambushed
three junta police outposts guarding the Letpadaung
mining project, the fenced boundary of which is located
just across the road from the village. It is jointly
operated by China’s Wanbao Mining and the military conglomerate Union of Myanmar
Economic Holdings Ltd (UMEHL).
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“We attacked them because they torched Moe Gyo Pyin, unprovoked,” he said, adding that
an estimated two-thirds of the village’s 280 households were destroyed in the raid.

Alocal in the Letpadaung area said he saw the village burning at around 4pm on Tuesday,
and that the attacks by resistance fighters began soon after.

“The defence forces attacked them from Se Te Zee Taw, located south of the copper mining
project, as soon as smoke started coming out of the village. We also heard gunshots and
heavy artillery shells coming from there,” he told Myanmar Now.

The soldiers reportedly took hostages in Moe Gyo Pyin but later released them. They also
raided Se Te Zee Taw—eight miles away—where they occupied a monastery and held some
20 villagers as of Wednesday morning.

Since military assaults in the Letpadaung area intensified last month, thousands of locals
from at least 15 villages have been displaced.

In late May, two men from Salingyi’s Ywar Thar village who had fled the junta offensives
were found murdered after being detained by Myanmar army soldiers. Severe injuries
indicated that they had been tortured.

They were identified as employees of the Myanmar branch of Wanbao subsidiary Yangtse
Copper Co Ltd, which jointly operates two other copper mines with UMEHL: Sabetaung and
Kyisintaung, known as the S&K mines.

A coalition of local resistance forces active in Salingyi and neighbouring Yinmabin Township
released a joint statement in April calling on the Wanbao and Yangtse companies to halt
their operations at the Letpadaung and S&K mining sites by early May, accusing them of
propping up the coup regime.

A column of around 100 junta troops has since been stationed near the Yangtse Copper Co
office and linked to assaults on multiple villages in the area, as well as ongoing clashes with
guerrilla forces.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/two-more-civilians-brutally-murdered-near-
letpadaung-copper-mining-project

Junta soldiers overrun multiple Mandalay wards following the killing of army sergeant

Troops block off several areas of the city, setting up checkpoints and barring residents from
leaving their neighbourhoods as they search homes and interrogate locals

Mary Hnin / Moe Oo | Published on Jun 23, 2022

Junta troops raided homes in several wards and arrested at least five people in Mandalay
after an off-duty army sergeant was shot dead in the city by urban guerrilla fighters early
Tuesday morning, according to locals.
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Armed junta soldiers are seen in Mandalay on
February 15, 2021 (Myanmar Now)

Forty-year-old Myo Htwe was visiting his mother in
Maha Aungmyay Township’s Aung Chan Thar ward
when he was killed by members of the Generation Z
Power, a resistance group which claimed
responsibility for the assassination. The targeted
officer was shot five times, in the chest, head, and

arms, an eyewitness said.

Junta troops arrived at the scene of the shooting soon after and conducted searches of
nearly every house in the ward, residents told Myanmar Now.

A man living in Aung Chan Thar said that the raids started from three wards: his own, as well
as Than Nauk and Sein Pan, with armed troops blocking off several areas of the city.

“They sealed off all corners of the wards. People could only enter but they couldn’t leave
their wards. There were hundreds of them, and police trucks with cages,” the local said on
the condition of anonymity.

He explained that the soldiers entered his house by force and asked how many people lived
there.

“They made us open our chests of drawers, rummaged through our beds and through the
whole house. Only after they looked through everything they wanted did they even ask
what we did for a living,” the local said.

Soldiers reportedly questioned residents further if any of the family members registered at
the address were not present during the search.

According to several Mandalay residents, soldiers arrested at least five youth from
checkpoints on the city’s roads on Tuesday afternoon. The identities of those taken into
junta custody could not be independently verified at the time of reporting.

Two of the individuals were reportedly detained near the intersection of 56th and 135th
streets in Pyigyitagon Township, around seven miles from where the army sergeant was
shot. Three others were arrested in nearby Chanmyathazi Township.

“There were lots of soldiers moving around the city. They interrogated everyone they saw. It
seemed like they were looking for something,” a Mandalay local who witnessed the
searches in Chanmyathazi said.

Another resident of the city said she saw armed troops conducting searches in a ward she
passed through on Tuesday afternoon.

“There were both plainclothes officers and uniformed ones. The ones in plainclothes were
holding similar batons. Their faces were so tense,” the individual said, adding, “I had to walk
through that crowd because it was impossible for me to avoid them. | was so afraid thinking
they could harm me.”
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During the second week of June, local guerrilla groups in Mandalay attacked at least eight
junta targets, including in three bombings carried out in Maha Aungmyay, the same
township where the army sergeant was killed. Generation Z Power claimed responsibility for
those attacks as well.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/junta-soldiers-overrun-multiple-mandalay-wards-
following-the-killing-of-army-sergeant

Myanmar Junta Rejects Red Cross Request to Resume Prison Visits
By THE IRRAWADDY | 23 June 2022

Myanmar’s military regime has rejected the request of the International Committee of the
Red Cross (ICRC) to resume its prison visits and other humanitarian activities and allow
family visits.

ICRC regional director for Asia-Pacific Christine Cipolla made the request during her visit to
Myanmar from June 15-18, when she met junta cabinet members including the defense,
home affairs and health ministers, according to a June 20 ICRC statement.

In the statement, the ICRC said that it regrets that no agreement on these two points was
achieved, but the organization remains determined to continue its work in support of
people detained and their families.

Prison visits by the ICRC and families of detainees have been suspended since March 2020,
following the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic.

A Correctional Department official told The Irrawaddy that the regime has neither allowed
nor given particular instructions about the ICRC’s two requests.

“We have not yet received any instructions regarding the ICRC’s requests. It has been a
while since ICRC visits were barred due to COVID-19,” said the official.

The junta has locked up thousands of people mostly due to their anti-regime activism. As of
Wednesday, more than 11,000 people have been arrested since the February 1, 2021 coup,
according to the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners (AAPP).

A relative of an inmate in Dawei Prison called on prison authorities to allow family members
to meet their detained relatives. “We can only leave food and other items with prison
guards for now,” she said.

In her meeting with the regime’s cabinet ministers, the ICRC regional director called for the
facilitation of humanitarian responses in Chin, Kayah and Karen states, as well as in Magwe
and Sagaing regions, including in areas where ethnic armed organizations are present.

“Many communities displaced by violence are in dire need of basic necessities — such as
food, water and shelter — and have no access to healthcare and other essential services.
Parties to the conflict must do their utmost to facilitate the rapid and unimpeded passage of
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neutral and impartial humanitarian relief,” the regional director said in the ICRC's
statement.

On the framework of the ICRC’s bilateral and confidential dialogue with all parties to the
conflicts, the regional director also shared the ICRC view on issues pertaining to respect of
international humanitarian law and other applicable standards on the use of force by
security forces, the statement added.

The ICRC regional director also met with the leadership of the Myanmar Red Cross Society
to discuss further cooperation and coordination. Both organizations reiterated their
commitment to upholding principled humanitarian action and acting in line with the
International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement’s fundamental principles of
impartiality, neutrality and independence.

In March, rights groups called on the ICRC to probe human rights violations in Myanmar’s
jails and the use of sexual violence against political prisoners.

Prison authorities are also committing other human rights violations, especially targeting
political prisoners who continue to show their opposition to the military regime while in jail.
They have reportedly been placed in solitary confinement, as well as being denied visits by
relatives. Some have also been subjected to beatings by inmates imprisoned for criminal
offences and denied medical treatment. Prison authorities have also reportedly limited the
water supply in jails.

Last July, the Committee Representing Pyidaungsu Hluttaw, which is made up of ousted
lawmakers, urged ICRC Myanmar to address the rights abuses in prisons in line with
international humanitarian principles. Political activists detained in prisons, police cells,
interrogation camps and military hospitals are not treated with human dignity and are
denied the right to defend themselves legally and to receive medical treatment.

While human rights violations are now widespread in Myanmar since the coup, rights
abuses in prisons take place in the shadows, said the AAPP.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-rejects-red-cross-request-to-
resume-prison-visits.html

Myanmar’s Shadow Govt Urges Int’l Community to Step Up Support
By THE IRRAWADDY | 3 June 2022

Myanmar’s parallel National Unity Government (NUG) has asked the international
community to urgently provide material support to help end the junta’s daily atrocities and
violence against the people, as the death toll at the hands of junta forces exceeded 2,000
this week.

“To date we have received no material assistance from the international community. We
call again for the international community to listen to the will of the people of Myanmar and
help end this military reign of terror against the people,” Dr. Sa Sa, NUG spokesperson and
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Union Minister of International Cooperation, said at an online press conference on
Wednesday.

“Material support is the fastest way to end this crisis and to free Myanmar,” he added.

According to the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners (AAPP), a rights group, the
number of innocent civilians brutally killed by junta forces exceeded 2,000 on Tuesday and
more than 14,000 people have been arrested. Those killed include around 400 children, in
addition to students, striking civil servants, peaceful protesters and bystanders.

According to another monitoring group, Data for Myanmar, junta forces have also torched
more than 18,800 civilian houses across the country since the February 2021 coup as part of
the regime’s campaign to terrorize the population.

“Even if we get a fraction of the help from international governments that they are
providing to Ukraine, we will win. There will be a democratic country in Asia. It will stop
people suffering. We do need material and equipment that can stop the military regime,
which is killing its own people,” said NUG spokesperson and Minister of Communications,
Information and Technology Htin Lin Aung.

Unlike Myanmar’s poorly armed home-grown resistance fighters, Ukrainian forces have
received weapons and aid from a number of countries, including the US and the UK, to
combat the Russian military.

Speaking at Wednesday’s press conference, Dr. Sa Sa said that since the war in Ukraine
broke out, Myanmar’s opposition forces have found it more difficult to get heard on the
international stage.

“People of Myanmar and people of Ukraine are the same. We are fighting for freedom. We
are fighting for democracy,” he said.

Myanmar’s UN envoy joined other delegates in voting to condemn Russia over its invasion
of Ukraine, and the people of Myanmar have shown their solidarity with Ukrainians’ fight
for democracy and attempts to defend their country.

“What we ... ask is ‘Please don’t forget us.” Myanmar’s 54 million people are suffering for
the last 17 months while Ukraine has been three months. Just imagine, even just one day is
too much for us now. Just one hour is too much for us now,” he said.

Dr. Sa Sa added that the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) should learn from
Ukraine’s European neighbors, which have been providing it with assistance and welcoming
refugees. He called on the Southeast Asian regional bloc to engage with all stakeholders and
not just with the junta.

NUG President’s Office spokesperson U Kyaw Zaw echoed Dr. Sa Sa’s call, saying the people
of Myanmar need stronger action and assistance, including defensive support and cross-
border humanitarian aid from regional and international actors, similar to the support that
has been supplied to Ukraine.
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The spokesperson also expressed the NUG’s disappointment at ASEAN for allowing a junta
minister to attend this week’s ASEAN Defense Ministers’ meeting just days after a video
emerged in which Myanmar junta soldiers openly admit to brutally killing people—some by
slitting their throats—after detaining 26 civilians in Sagaing’s Ye U Township.

“Couple days later, ASEAN allowed the murderous military council representative to attend
[the meeting] and shaking hands with them. It is a shame,” U Kyaw Zaw said.

He added that the NUG appreciated moves by some ASEAN member countries to start
engaging with the shadow government’s ministers, singling out Malaysia, which has openly
called on other ASEAN countries to publicly engage with the NUG as Myanmar’s legitimate
government.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmars-shadow-govt-urges-intl-community-
to-step-up-support.html

ASEAN Must Step up Pressure on Myanmar Junta: UN Expert
By AFP | 23 June 2022

The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) must increase pressure on Myanmar’s
junta or there will be more death and suffering, a United Nations (UN) expert warned
Thursday, after a long period of stalled diplomacy.

Myanmar has been in turmoil and its economy paralysed since the February 2021 coup that
ousted civilian leader Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, who was transferred from house arrest to
solitary confinement in prison this week.

Efforts by 10-member ASEAN to bring peace to Myanmar — which is a member of the bloc
— have stalled as fighting continues to rage.

Last year, they agreed on the so-called Five-Point Consensus, which calls for a cessation of
violence and constructive dialogue, but the junta has ignored it.

Divisions in ASEAN, long criticised as a toothless talking shop, have also complicated
attempts to resolve the crisis.

Asked about the bloc’s efforts, Tom Andrews, the UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of
human rights in Myanmar, said that “clearly, more needs to be done”.

“The longer we wait, the more inaction that there is, the more people are going to die, the
more people are going to suffer,” he said.

“The people of Myanmar just can’t take another year of inaction,” added Andrews, speaking
at the end of a visit to ASEAN member Malaysia, which has strongly criticised the coup.

He said the Five-Point Consensus, hammered out at a meeting in Jakarta in April 2021, is
“meaningless if it sits on a piece of paper”.

“It’s only chance of making a difference is if it’s put into meaningful action.”
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He said Malaysia’s foreign minister Saifuddin Abdullah had suggested “practical, pragmatic
steps forward” and urged regional leaders to heed his recommendations.

Some ASEAN states have spoken out against the military takeover, but others have
appeared reluctant to take a strong stand.

In January, Hun Sen, Cambodia’s authoritarian ruler of more than three decades, made the
first trip by a foreign leader to Myanmar since the coup, which critics said risked
undermining efforts to isolate the generals.

Cambodia currently holds ASEAN’s rotating chairmanship, and the military regime’s defense
minister attended a meeting of the bloc’s defense chiefs in the Cambodian capital Phnom
Penh on Wednesday.

Andrews also said it was “preposterous” to suggest that elections planned by the junta for
next year could be free and fair.

“You can’t have a free and fair election if you have locked up your opponents,” he said.

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi has been convicted of a raft of charges and sentenced to 11 years in
jail so far.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/asean-must-step-up-pressure-on-myanmar-
junta-un-expert.html

UN expert: Member-states should engage with NUG to find Myanmar crisis solution

ASEAN needs a fresh approach to ensure the member country gets back on a democratic
path, he adds.

By Muzliza Mustafa and Nisha David for BenarNews | 2022.06.23

Tom Andrews, the United Nations Special Rapporteur on
¥ the situation of human rights in Myanmar, speaks during a
press conference at a hotel in Kuala Lumpur, June 23, 2022.

Other United Nations member-states should follow

Malaysia’s lead and engage with Myanmar’s parallel
; ¢ 5 civilian National Unity Government in efforts to help
resolve the post-coup crisis in that country, a U.N. expert said Thursday.

Additionally, the Association of Southeast Asian Nations needs a new approach in dealing
with the Burmese junta to ensure it puts Myanmar back on the democratic path like it
agreed to more than a year ago, said U.N. Special Rapporteur on Human Rights Tom
Andrews, at a press conference at the end of an eight-day visit to Malaysia.

“The five-point consensus is meaningless if it sits on a piece of paper,” he said, referring
to an agreement struck between ASEAN member states, including Myanmar, on how the
junta should move towards restoring democracy.
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“Its only chance to make a difference is to put it into a meaningful action with a strategy,
with an action plan, with a time frame, precisely as the [Malaysian] foreign minister has
called for,” Andrews said, referring to Saifuddin Abdullah.

Malaysia, which has strongly criticized the Feb. 1, 2021 coup, has also been consistently
calling for stronger action from the regional bloc to make the Burmese junta accountable
to the consensus it had agreed to in April 2021, but then ignored.

“ASEAN must go back to the drawing board and implement a more detailed roadmap to
achieving the five-point consensus within an appropriate timeframe,” Saifuddin said at a
Shangri-La Dialogue panel in Singapore earlier this month.

The five-point agreement reached between ASEAN leaders and Burmese military chief
Senior Gen. Min Aung Hlaing on April 24 last year included an end to violence, the
provision of humanitarian assistance, an ASEAN envoy’s appointment, all-party dialogue,
and mediation by the envoy.

ASEAN has not succeeded in implementing any of these points, and most analysts have
said the regional bloc, which famously operates by consensus, is to blame for this. Not
every country in the 10-member ASEAN is in favor of piling the pressure on its fellow
member, which means the bloc cannot be very effective.

‘What Malaysia did is significant’

Last October, Malaysia’s outspoken foreign minister had said Kuala Lumpur would open
talks with the NUG if the Burmese junta kept stonewalling in cooperating with ASEAN’s
conflict resolution efforts.

In February, he met his NUG counterpart Zin Mar Aung via video conference, following
that up with an in-person meeting in Washington on May 16 after the United States-
ASEAN Special Summit.

During an interview in May with BenarNews, Saifuddin had said that many in ASEAN were
frustrated that the Myanmar military was ignoring the five-point consensus.

“l think we need to be more creative and that is why, for example, we [need to] start
naming the stakeholders ...the NUG, ... all of them,” Saifuddin told BenarNews.

The U.N.’s Andrews said he believed talking with the NUG was a correct move by an
ASEAN member-state such as Malaysia — one that other nations should follow.

“Let’s be clear who is legitimate here and who is not legitimate,” he said.

“The National Unity Government is made up of people who were elected by the people,
and also people who represent ethnic communities that are critically important to the
fabric and the future of Myanmar. | highly recommend — and | am glad the [Malaysian]
foreign minister here has engaged with the NUG and | [am] recommending — that all
countries in the United Nations...do the same.”
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ASEAN’s engagement with the NUG will be a good initiative, said analyst Md. Mahbubul
Haque of University Sultan Zainal Abidin.

“If anyone really supports the struggle for democracy and the overall human rights
situation in Myanmar, it is very necessary to engage with the NUG. Currently the NUG is
representing major political forces including various ethnic minorities,” he told
BenarNews.

“What Malaysia did is significant because it came from an ASEAN member-state. But right
now, we cannot expect that all members will follow the Malaysian stand, because of
[their own] geopolitical interests.”

Another analyst, Aizat Khairi of Kuala Lumpur University, said that ASEAN’s engagement
with the NUG would give the Burmese junta the required push it needs.

“The junta will not be happy but it will provide the pressure needed to make them be
more open and ready to go to the next level of negotiation with other parties in
Myanmar,” he told BenarNews.

The U.N. expert said in a statement issued Thursday that Saifuddin had urged ASEAN to
move from a policy of “noninterference” to one of “non-indifference.”

BenarNews is an RFA-affiliated online news service.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/un-engagement-06232022152711.html

Dozens arrested in Mrauk-U after AA detains suspected junta spies

Similar incidents have also been reported in Rakhine State’s Kyauktaw and Ponnagyun
townships over the past two weeks

Nan Oo Nway | Published on Jun 23, 2022

Mrauk-U’s Myoma market was deserted on
June 22 as junta troops made multiple arrests in
connection with the disappearance of three
suspected military intelligence officers
(Supplied)

Regime forces have arrested at least 30 people
in Rakhine State’s Mrauk-U Township after the
Arakan Army (AA) detained three men

suspected of being military intelligence officers

on Tuesday evening.

Residents of Mrauk-U said that four military trucks began patrolling the town and making
arrests early Wednesday morning. They have also taken up position at several key locations,
including the Ah Lel Zay bridge and a local high school.

Page 14 of 38


https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/un-engagement-06232022152711.html
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/dozens-arrested-in-mrauk-u-after-aa-detains-suspected-junta-spies
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/author/10458
https://www.myanmar-now.org/sites/myanmar-now.org/files/news-images/mrauk-u.jpeg

“I heard it has something to do with three military intelligence officers who were taken by
the AA yesterday,” a resident who did not want to be named told Myanmar Now on
Wednesday.

According to another local man who witnessed the arrest of a trishaw driver, a total of
around 30 people are believed to have been taken into custody.

“The military checked the trishaw driver’s phone. | don’t know what they found, but they
placed him under arrest. From what I've heard, at least 30 people, including three students,
have been arrested,” the man said.

A woman living in the town’s Ah Lel Zay ward said that the middle school there allowed
students to go home at noon due to concerns about the arrests.

“l heard that an eighth grader and a ninth grader were among those arrested. Apparently,
they were picked up on their way to school and forced to sit in the scorching sun. | guess
that’s why the middle school let its students go home early,” she said.

She added that the town’s Myoma market had also been closed and that even staff from the
township general administration office and health department didn’t dare go out for fear of
being arrested.

According to the woman, the regime forces are also targeting members of the AA’s political
wing, the United League of Arakan (ULA).

“There are ULA/AA members who are assigned to collect funds from each ward. The military
got a list of their names and addresses, so all of them have fled,” she said.

Bus services between Mrauk-U and other major centres in northern Rakhine State, including
Sittwe, Kyauktaw and Ponnagyun, have also been suspended, she added.

Arrests were also reported in Ponnagyun Township, near the state capital Sittwe, over the
weekend, after a junta soldier was abducted there last Thursday, allegedly by the AA.

At a press conference held last week, the AA confirmed that it had arrested two regime
soldiers in Kyauktaw Township on June 11 in retaliation for the detention of several of its
members.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/dozens-arrested-in-mrauk-u-after-aa-detains-

suspected-junta-spies
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