PEACE Info (June 14, 2022)

NUG Acting President Calls for People to put an end to Junta’s Planned Election
More than 5,000 civilians flee as Myanmar Junta Burns Villages in Sagaing
Sagaing village under siege as Myanmar military lashes out after attack
Myanmar Junta Soldiers Kill Three Civilians and Take 60 Hostage in Sagaing
Ten Myanmar Junta Troops ‘Killed” in Kayah State Fighting
SAC Soldiers Forced Male Residents in Prone Position and Searched in Phaikhun
Myanmar Prison Authorities Beat At Least 10 Political Prisoners in Insein
The Master of the Myanmar Junta’s ‘Skyful of Lies’
Myanmar ruling military can't beat rebels, should restore democracy: US diplomat
Civil Society Alliance: “‘UN Funds at Risk of Being Used as Weapon Against People of
Myanmar...”
UN, ASEAN Say Renewed Effort Needed as Myanmar Crisis Worsens
UN official urges action to prevent a lost generation of children in Myanmar
KNU and allies rescue three CDM police officers in Karen State
Over 100 Junta Soldiers Defect to Arakan Army in Western Myanmar
Over 40 kg heroin, stimulants seized in Myanmar's central region
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NUG Acting President Calls for People to put an end to Junta’s Planned Election
By THE IRRAWADDY | 14 June 2022

Acting president of Myanmar’s National Unity Government (NUG) Duwa Lashi La called on
Tuesday for people to prepare to put an end to the fraudulent election planned by the junta
for next year, which the country’s democratic forces see as an attempt to prolong military
rule.

“This is an important time to prepare to completely eliminate the planned rigged election by
the military council in 2023 through both political and military affairs,” he said at a meeting
with the NUG cabinet on Tuesday.

Duwa Lashi La has also recently called for an escalation in the fight against the junta to wipe
out military dictatorship. He said that the NUG’s armed wing, the People’s Defense Forces,
and ethnic armed organizations now control over half the country.

The NUG acting president told his cabinet that efforts should not just be limited to the
NUG’s defense ministry, but to all ministerial departments and urged them to organize and
inform the public properly on the issue.

His call for an end to the planned election comes as the military regime continues to
prepare for the new poll.

The Myanmar military refused to accept the results of the November 2020 general election,
in which the National League for Democracy (NLD) Party led by Daw Aung San Suu Kyi won a
landslide victory and the military’s proxy and allied parties suffered humiliating defeats.

The generals reacted by seizing power on February 1, 2021 and arresting Daw Aung San Suu
Kyi and other senior NLD figures.

Soon after the coup, junta chief Senior General Min Aung Hlaing said his regime will hold a
new election and hand over power to the winning party. Subsequently, it annulled the
results of the 2020 poll and packed the Union Election Commission (UEC) with its own
handpicked officials to oversee any post-coup voting.

Around 40 Myanmar rights groups, anti-regime strike committees and their ethnic allies
called on Monday for people to shun the junta’s planned election next year, saying it is just
a ruse to prolong military rule.

38 groups including the Democratic Party for a New Society, Women’s League of Burma,
General Strike Committee, General Strike Committee of Nationalities and ethnic civil society
groups issued a joint statement saying that while the country’s popular ongoing revolution
aims to end military dictatorship in Myanmar and establish a federal democratic union,
recognizing the junta’s election would go against that and only solidify the military regime.

“If it goes as they [the junta] plan, it will give the junta a position to use it [the election] as a
way out of their desperation,” the groups warned, while also calling on all revolutionary
forces to combine to crush the regime’s conspiracy.
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Since the coup, the junta has continued to target the most popular NLD party members and
elected lawmakers with violence, killings, arrest warrants and seizing their houses. Some 38
NLD members have been killed by junta forces and their allies, according to the NLD, while
the regime has arrested more than 830 NLD members, of whom 645 including leaders and
senior members remain in detention.

On Tuesday, U Kyaw Htwe, a spokesperson for the NLD’s central working committee, told
The Irrawaddy that the regime seized power unlawfully and so doesn’t have the authority to
hold either a new election or to appoint members of the UEC.

“Even if the regime makes the election happen while still repressing the party, which has
received a public mandate, through various illegal means, the poll be will nothing more than
a sham election that mocks democracy and goes against the public will. We have no reason
to accept their so-called election,” said U Kyaw Htwe.

US State Department Counsellor Derek Chollet said on Saturday while attending the Shangri-
La Dialogue in Singapore that there was “no chance” the junta’s planned elections next year
would be free and fair.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/nug-acting-president-calls-for-people-to-put-an-
end-to-juntas-planned-election.html

More than 5,000 civilians flee as Myanmar Junta Burns Villages in Sagaing
By THE IRRAWADDY | 14 June 2022

More than 5,000 civilians from Mawlaik Township, Sagaing Region, have fled their homes as
Myanmar’s regime forces raided and burned down over 1,000 houses in four villages in the
township within three days.

Between June 10 and 12 without being attacked an estimated 250 troops from Battalion
366 raided Yuwa, Magyi Tan, Mawku and Tatkone villages to the west of the Chindwin River,
according to residents.

Two Magyi Tan villagers in their 20s, Ko Sithu and Ko Phyo, were detained and tortured to
death by troops and pro-regime Pyu Saw Htee militia members on June 10, a rescue worker
told The Irrawaddy on Tuesday.

She said the two bodies had been stabbed and chopped many times.
Troops looted valuables, including furniture, motorbikes and electronic devices.

Troops killed livestock and destroyed tools they could not carry with them, according to the
rescuer, who also lost her house and possessions in Yuwa.

She said the regime forces had used four barges to transport loot to their battalion in
Mawlaik.

All four villages were totally destroyed.
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Most residents are sheltering in forests and refugee camps. Food, medicine and tents are
required for the fleeing villagers, said the rescue worker.

“Sagaing faces the regime’s extreme oppression. | call on everyone across the country to
revolt against the junta,” a Yuwa villager said. “Don’t be cold-blooded about the regime’s
atrocities.”

By the end of May, an estimated 18,886 houses and other buildings had been burned down
by the regime, according to Data for Myanmar, an independent group monitoring junta
atrocities.

Sagaing has suffered the most, losing an estimated 13,840 houses, followed by Magwe
Region with 3,055 houses burned down by regime forces.

On June 10, several hundred civilians from Pakokku Township in Magwe Region fled their
homes after regime forces burned down around 170 houses in three villages, according to
media reports.

Myanmar’s junta faces daily attacks from people’s defense forces and ethnic armed
organizations across the country.

Meanwhile, the junta has escalated its atrocities, including the arbitrary killing of civilians,
torture, using civilians as human shields, air and artillery strikes on residential areas and
looting and burning houses, especially in Chin, Kachin, Shan, Kayah and Karen states and
Magwe, Sagaing and Mandalay regions.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/more-than-5000-civilians-flee-as-myanmar-
junta-burns-villages-in-sagaing.html

Sagaing village under siege as Myanmar military lashes out after attack

No one has been allowed to enter or leave the village of Shein Ma Kar since its police station
came under attack on Sunday

Ko Cho / Moe Oo | Published on Jun 14, 2022

Shwebo PDF members take part in a ceremony
marking the first anniversary of the group’s
founding on May 2 (Shwebo PDF)

A village in Sagaing Region’s Wetlet Township has
been under a state of siege since local resistance
forces attacked a police station there on Sunday,

\\\/ according to local residents.

Shein Ma Kaf, located on thrj:e w.é!%fern bank of the Ayeyarwady River about 20km southeast
of the town of Wetlet, has been completely sealed off since Sunday’s attack by the Shwebo
People’s Defence Force (PDF), a resident of another village in the area told Myanmar Now
on Monday.
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“The military has seized control of Shein Ma Kar and is not letting anyone leave or enter the
village. We can hear gunshots every hour,” said a man from Thit Seint Gyi, a village located
about 15km north of Shein Ma Kar.

The Shwebo PDF launched the attack on the village’s police station at around 2pm on
Sunday, according to one of the group’s battalion commanders.

About three hours later, military helicopters arrived, forcing the group to retreat, said the
commander, who is also a resident of Shein Ma Kar.

Four junta soldiers, including a captain, were killed in the initial attack, while three
resistance fighters were injured in the ensuing battle, he added.

According to local sources, the attack came after around 30 soldiers stationed at the police
station in Shein Ma Kar torched 46 homes in the area earlier in the day.

By Monday morning, there were reports that junta columns appeared to be moving towards
Shein Ma Kar from both the east and the west.

One column of around 70 troops had arrived in Mway Ta Laing, a village in neighbouring
Madaya Township, that morning, while another of around 100 troops was seen arriving in
the town of Wetlet at around the same time, local sources said.

Thousands of people from Shein Ma Kar and other villages in the area, including Ywar Thit,
Nga Reh, and Tut, were said to be seeking shelter on the banks of the Ayeyarwady River,
while others were preparing to flee.

“We’re very worried, as the road to Shein Ma Kar from Wetlet is near our village. We are
getting ready to go into hiding now,” said the Thit Seint Gyi villager, who spoke on condition
of anonymity.

Meanwhile, the commander of another Shwebo PDF battalion said the group was struggling
to continue its efforts to resist the regime forces due to a lack of weapons.

“We have just one rifle for every three members. The rest of us have to use handmade
hunting guns and gunpowder. It’s really difficult to keep fighting,” he said.

He added that the group had hoped to receive more weapons from the shadow National
Unity Government (NUG), which is leading the resistance movement.

“l don’t care if we starve, but we need more guns. We want to protect the civilians with our
lives. So we’d like to ask the NUG to provide us with guns, at the very least,” he said.

Residents of Chaung Mee To inspect the ruins of their
village after an attack by regime forces on June 9
(Wetlet PDF)

The latest fighting comes days after the commander
of Shwebo PDF Battalion 23 was killed in an ambush
near the village of Chaung Mee To in eastern Wetlet
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Township along with two other members of his unit, the group said in a statement released
on Saturday.

Sixty-year-old battalion commander Thanmani died while leading troops under his
command to a battle in support of an allied group, the GZ Special Task Force, whose base
had come under attack.

“We underestimated the enemy and ran straight into them,” said a Shwebo PDF member.

An elderly resident of Chaung Mee To who was unable to flee as regime forces raided the
village was also killed, according to local sources.

Residents said that only around 20 houses are still standing in the village of 150 households
after the raid.

“There’s nothing left to go back to. The PDF groups raised some funds to buy food for us.
They didn’t have much to give, but we know they did their best,” said one local man.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/sagaing-village-under-siege-as-myanmar-military-
lashes-out-after-attack

Myanmar Junta Soldiers Kill Three Civilians and Take 60 Hostage in Sagaing
By THE IRRAWADDY | 14 June 2022

Myanmar junta troops raided Lelti and Maunghtaung villages in Budalin Township, Sagaing
Region on Sunday, killing three civilians and taking 60 others hostage, according to local
sources.

Around 50 Myanmar military soldiers and pro-junta Pyu Saw Htee militia raided Lelti Village,
firing mortar shells as they advanced.

A father and a son were killed by the shelling and two other villagers were injured. Junta
troops also shot dead a female villager outside the village.

“They came to Lelti Village from Kutaw Village and fired mortar shells. A house was struck
and two people were killed immediately. A woman in her 50s was also shot dead by them,”
said a resident.

Junta troops detained 20 villagers as human shields and went to neighboring Maunghtaung
Village. Some 50 houses there were torched by regime forces and 40 villagers were taken
hostage.

The whereabouts of the detained villagers is still unknown, but it is believed that they were
taken to Kutaw Village where junta soldiers and Pyu Saw Htee militia are based.

On Monday, those junta troops clashed for around half an hour with a People’s Defense
Force (PDF) near the village of Sipar.
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A PDF leader and a fighter died in the clash and two others were injured. Around seven
junta soldiers are thought to have been killed, said a resistance fighter.

Lelti and Maunghtaung residents still dare not return to their villages.

“The villagers took rice and dried fish with them when they fled. They dare not go back
because of reports that junta troops are staying in the village. They dare not return as the
regime soldiers are inhumane and can shoot anyone on sight,” a Budalin resident told The
Irrawaddy.

Almost all townships in Sagaing Region have experienced junta arson attacks and fighting in
May and June.

Some 18,886 houses have been destroyed or damaged in arson attacks by military regime
troops and their allies since last year’s coup up to the end of May this year, according to
Data for Myanmar, an independent group documenting junta atrocities.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-soldiers-kill-three-civilians-and-
take-60-hostage-in-sagaing.html

Ten Myanmar Junta Troops ‘Killed’ in Kayah State Fighting
By THE IRRAWADDY | 14 June 2022

Approximately 10 junta soldiers were reportedly killed and their weapons seized on Sunday
in Hpruso Township, Kayah State.

Regime soldiers were moving from Hpruso to Demoso and Loikaw townships when the
Karenni Army, Karenni Nationalities Defense Force (KNDF), Loikaw People’s Defense Force
(PDF) and Demoso PDF attacked on June 10 at Daw Nyun Ku and Hti Pout So villages.

The KNDF told The Irrawaddy that fighting is ongoing.

“Not less than 10 soldiers were killed and their weapons seized. Three resistance fighters
were lightly injured,” said a KNDF representative.

Eight rifles, bullets, bombs, landmines and Light Infantry Battalion 66 and police uniforms
were shown in KNDF pictures.

The KNDF said regime artillery destroyed a Baptist church and troops looted houses in the
Dawnyayku and Htipautso villages, where they were stationed.

Karenni resistance fighters claimed to have killed junta soldiers and destroyed three
military trucks and seized two others containing weapons in Hpruso on June 3 when they
attacked a convoy.

Kayah fighting began more than a year ago with the junta regularly using airstrikes and
artillery. A majority of the state’s 200,000 residents have been displaced.
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In May there were about 61 battles reported in the state, approximately 107 junta troops
killed and five resistance fighters seized. Less than 10 resistance fighters were killed during
the month, the KNDF said on June 2.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/ten-myanmar-junta-troops-killed-in-kayah-state-
fighting.html

SAC Soldiers Forced Male Residents in Prone Position and Searched in Phaikhun
By SHAN - June 14, 2022

Fifteen villagers were forced to lie down in a prone position and were investigated by a
military battalion deploying into the border of Phaikhun township, Southern Shan State, and
Karrenni (Kayah) State.

According to a local witness who anonymously told SHAN that a battalion of Myanmar army
came into Hein Dama village, Phaikhun on 12 June and forced the male residents to come
out and lie in a prone position on the ground.

“They searched every house which has a male resident and asked the men to come out of
the house. About fifteen men came out, and they were forced to lie down on the ground in
a prone position. Everyone, young and old, had to do it and they were not allowed to look at
the soldiers face. Everyone were searched from head to toes,” the above local witness told
SHAN.

Junta soldiers in Phaikhun

While some soldiers were searching the men,
. the villagers who are passing by were stopped
and grouped them in one place. Meanwhile,
the other soldiers were firing their guns
recklessly into the air to threaten the civilians.

Regarding with this incident, SHAN contacted
the KNDF — BO/03 armed force which is active
in the area and its spokesperson confirmed that the military junta is targeting the houses
which have a male resident.

“All the men were asked to lie down in a prone position, and they were not allowed to look
at the soldiers face. If the men moved because the ground is hot, they would be kicked,” the
above KNDF — BO/03 spokesperson told SHAN.

It is also reported that clashes could escalate anytime where people are not fleeing such as
the eastern part of Phaikhun township, Sin Phyu village, and the areas close to Myanmar
military battalion 422.
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After facing a great lost during Nyaung Wine clashes in Phaikhun township, the military
junta has been re-enforcing its troops into the areas and continuously arresting and
torturing the civilians.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/25112

Myanmar Prison Authorities Beat At Least 10 Political Prisoners in Insein
By THE IRRAWADDY | 14 June 2022

More than 10 people held in Yangon’s Insein Prison by Myanmar’s military regime for anti-
junta activities were injured in a beating by the prison authorities, according to sources
close to the prison where hundreds of activists are being held and face prosecution.

Some political prisoners from Thabyay ward in Insein staged a hunger strike on June 8
against the junta’s decision to execute four dissidents, including prominent 88 Generation
student leader Ko Jimmy and National League for Democracy lawmaker Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw.

Some also complained about forced labor to a director of the Correctional Department who
visited the prison the following day.

Prison officers were angry with their complaints and ordered staff and criminal inmates to
beat 11 political prisoners who made complaints.

One of them had a rib cracked, another had his forearm broken and another had his nose
torn. Among the torture victims were a priest, doctor, lawyer and engineer.

The Thabyay warden reportedly told political prisoners: “You can report your beating. We
just need a piece of paper [to show our commanders] why you died.” Prison staff also
reportedly swore and made threats.

Ko Jimmy (left) and Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw.

The prisoners’ health conditions are unknown.
Those who participated in the hunger strike
have been moved to other wards, said a

< " source.
a ‘“

“They were forced to work on prison farms for
12 hours a day. They were told to pay 150,000 kyats if they don’t want to work on the farm.
If they refused, they were forced to sleep in a crowded cell. Around 120 prisoners were in a
cell which can only hold 60 people,” said the source.

The prison authorities have cut off electricity and water to the women’s ward since a strike,
forcing inmates to drink toilet water. Many are suffering from diarrhea.

Last month, the prison authorities failed to take a pregnant woman having a difficult labor
to hospital and the baby was stillborn, prompting women detainees to strike.
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Sources said the woman who lost her baby and her husband were prosecuted and jailed on
political charges. Their details are unknown.

A former prison officer said: “l suspect that they are deliberately and systematically
torturing political prisoners. | never saw such awful things when | worked in the prison. They
appear to be trying to inflict permanent trauma on inmates.”

Prison commander Zaw Lin Aung and supervisor Aung Ko Oo are responsible for torture in
Insein, said sources. Several criminal inmates are involved in beating political prisoners at
the instruction of Zaw Lin Aung and Aung Ko Ko, said sources.

Zaw Lin Aung is a former military officer who was transferred to the Correctional
Department after the 2021 coup. Observers said the regime has replaced civilian staff with
military personnel in prisons across the country to torture political prisoners.

The torture of political prisoners has been the most severe at Insein, Obo Prison in
Mandalay, Monywa Prison in Sagaing and Hpa-an Prison in Karen State, according to
observers.

On June 6, when political prisoners raised objections to a plan to keep them with convicted
criminals in Hpa-an, the authorities fired warning shots and attacked with catapults and
bamboo sticks, injuring around 60 political prisoners.

Political prisoners were beaten following a brawl in Obo on June 5. Two political prisoners
were stabbed by prison staff and at least 10 others were injured. Political prisoners were
subsequently kept in solitary confinement.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-prison-authorities-beat-at-least-10-
political-prisoners-in-insein.html

The Master of the Myanmar Junta’s ‘Skyful of Lies’
By THE IRRAWADDY | 14 June 2022

Min Aung Hlaing, who is responsible for the military coup in February last year, is viewed
locally and internationally as a thick general.

As notorious as Min Aung Hlaing is Major General Zaw Min Tun, the leader of his
information team—officially known as the Tatmadaw True News Information Team—who
has earned the title of the regime’s biggest liar, for so tirelessly parroting its claims.

It has been Zaw Min Tun’s assignment to assert that ousted State Counselor Daw Aung San
Suu Kyi was corrupt (for which not a scrap of concrete evidence has been produced so far
despite a series of trials since last year); to insist that the Myanmar military will not
negotiate with the People’s Defense Force (PDF), but crush it (it now says it welcomes PDF
members to rejoin society if they surrender); and to announce the Myanmar military’s
intention to execute popular politicians who oppose the regime such as Ko Jimmy and Ko
Phyo Zeya Thaw.
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Following the coup, the two generals earned derogatory nicknames from the Myanmar
people. Min Aung Hlaing is called “Ma Ah La”, the Burmese acronym for his name but also
for the swear word “mother******” gnd Zaw Min Tun is called “Zaw Mae Lone”. In
Burmese, Mae Lone is a name normally given to a tubby dog with black fur. Zaw Min Tun is a
stout man with a dark complexion.

Min Aung Hlaing will never find a man better suited than Zaw Min Tun to presenting an
unabashed defense of his regime, its atrocities and its violence.

Though Zaw Min Tun has become Min Aung Hlaing’s favorite among dozens of generals, he
has other faces that are less well known.

He is not, as many people think, the protégé of Min Aung Hlaing. He is in fact the henchman
of Min Aung Hlaing’s deputy, Soe Win. Until the coup last year, Zaw Min Tun used to speak

critically of Min Aung Hlaing and his family, while praising Soe Win. Nobody seems to know

if Min Aung Hlaing was aware of Zaw Min Tun’s badmouthing him behind his back.

But Min Aung Hlaing seems to have decided that Zaw Min Tun is the right person to be his
spokesperson after the major general called Daw Aung San Suu Kyi “stupid” in an interview
with CNN last year in the aftermath of the coup.

When asked whether General Aung San, the father of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and the man
who founded the Myanmar military more than seven decades ago, “would be horrified if he
were alive today to see what was happening in the country,” Zaw Min Tun replied, “If | have
to [imagine myself] in his place, he would say ‘How stupid my daughter is.”

The army officer from Anyar

Zaw Min Tun, who graduated with the 37th intake of the Defense Services Academy, was a
friend of U Zaw Htay, who served as spokesperson for Myanmar’s ousted National League
for Democracy (NLD) government. U Zaw Htay died last month.

The origins of both men lie in central Myanmar, known in Burmese as Anyar. U Zaw Htay
was from Magwe and Zaw Min Tun hails from Yenanchaung.

Regime spokesperson Major General Zaw Min Tun
during a press conference in March 2021. / AFP

They were dubbed “the parrot brothers”, referring to a
Burmese story about two parrot brothers that are
separated in a storm with one ending up in the hands
of rebels and the other in the hands of a hermit.

People joked that U Zaw Htay was the “good parrot”,
as the former major sided with the NLD government after being appointed its
spokesperson, while Zaw Min Tun parroted the words of the bad guys.

Zaw Min Tun served as the director of the military’s Directorate of Public Relations and
Psychological Warfare before being assigned to the military press team.
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Since the coup, he has only granted interviews to journalists close to him, giving other
journalists and media outlets the cold shoulder.

A journalist who is close the spokesman said he is a good and helpful man at heart, though
he is now defending the military.

“The major general has helped a lot so that a few journalists inside the country were not
arrested and could flee in time,” the journalist said. But this is hard to square with his
defense of a regime that has arrested more than 100 journalists and continues to
incarcerate about 50 in its notorious prisons.

Defending the butcher

At a press conference in April 2021, when asked about the death of more than 500 civilians
in just two months since the February coup, he replied that the Myanmar military had the
capacity to kill 500 people within hours, implying that the military had exercised restraint
and should be thanked. “If we really shot at a crowd of protesters with assault rifles, that
‘more than 500 people’ you talked about would have died in hours,” he said.

Min Aung Hlaing, unlike his mentor and former military dictator Than Shwe, is not a quiet or
reclusive man; his personal style more closely resembles that of former spy chief General
Khin Nyunt, who was sometimes referred to as a “TV star”. The coup leader is a narcissist
who loves to see his image on the 8 p.m. local news when stations broadcast clips of his
speeches. He is also pleased to see his photos on the front pages of newspapers.

In this regard, it is Zaw Min Tun’s responsibility to keep the junta chief happy. Though he is
only the deputy information minister, he has more influence than the minister, former
Major General Maung Maung Ohn, and seldom needs to go to his office at the ministry, as
he is always accompanying Min Aung Hlaing.

Pack of lies disguised as a ‘press conference’
Another of Zaw Min Tun’s tasks is to oversee the regime’s monthly press conferences.

People have no trust in these press conferences, which are only intended to cover up the
daily atrocities of the regime across the country, and slam the civilian shadow government,
known as the National Unity Government (NUG), and its armed wing, the PDF.

They joke that he is the person telling a “skyful of lies” —a Burmese phrase embraced by the
previous regime in the early 1990s to denounce the BBC and VOA Myanmar services for
their reporting on Myanmar under military rule at that time.

But the regime does not care about that, and focuses solely on maintaining the support of
those who back the military. As such, Zaw Min Tun is responsible for spreading lies aimed at
covering up the fact that the military coup has failed.

The first thing he does after each press conference is to run down from the dais and suck on
a cigarette, according to a person who regularly attends them. It appears that smoking helps
to relieve his guilty conscience for a while.
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These media events reflect the standards of the regime; Zaw Min Tun does not understand
that the function of a press conference is to report to the people.

Often, he uses swear words and obscenities that are inappropriate for use by the chief of
the information team at state-level press conferences.

“He speaks like a crook. He speaks provocatively, which makes me angry,” Yangon resident
Ko Htet said, describing the feeling he gets when watching the regime’s press conferences
onTV.

Sometimes at the press conferences, Zaw Min Tun hits back at journalists with questions of
his own, or rambles on about books, lyrics from songs and poems, and films. For
professional journalists, the press conferences are something to be endured, often lasting
for hours. The majority of the attendants are from online media sponsored by the regime.

Zaw Min Tun has a rare ability to tell lies non-stop for hours, without shame. None of the
current generals can match him. In this regard, he is quite on a par with the spokesmen of
former military regimes like U Khin Yi (a former police chief) and U Kyaw Hsan.

Ministers hated by the public

In their day, Than Shwe and his information minister Major General Kyaw Hsan made their
names as a storytelling duo.

A famous phrase even emerged in response to Kyaw Hsan’s skill at lying: “Stop it, Kyaw
Hsan.”

Kyaw Hsan strongly defended Than Shwe’s roadmap for democratization from the criticisms
of local and foreign journalists. And he did not lose face, as Than Shwe stepped down after
promulgating the constitution, as promised.

Then, ex-general Thein Sein came to power and Ye Htut, a former lieutenant-colonel, served
as his spokesman. He attracted much ire from the people during his tenure as the
spokesman.

He was able to leave office with dignity, however, as power was handed over to the NLD
after its 2015 general election victory, despite many people predicting that the losing, quasi-
civilian government would refuse to go.

Unlike their predecessors, however, Min Aung Hlaing and Zaw Min Tun have gone too far to
save their reputations.

Far from relinquishing power like his mentor Than Shwe, who illegitimately ruled the
country for 19 years, Min Aung Hlaing will assume the presidency if the regime-arranged
2023 general elections take place as planned.

Zaw Min Tun will therefore have to continue to lie for him.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/the-master-of-the-myanmar-juntas-skyful-of-
lies.html
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Myanmar ruling military can't beat rebels, should restore democracy: US diplomat
PUBLISHED 14 JUNE 2022 | STRAITS TIMES FOR ANN

BANGKOK (REUTERS) - Myanmar's military government likely cannot to defeat the rebels
fighting its rule and should restore democracy after seizing power last year, a senior US
diplomat said.

"It's hard to see today how they could realistically think they can win," said Derek Chollet,
the State Department counsellor. "They're losing territory. Their military is taking serious
losses."

Speaking to Reuters and another journalist in Bangkok on Friday, Chollet said the military
government is becoming isolated not only internationally but also at home and should end
the fight and return to democracy.

The ruling military overthrew the elected government of Nobel laureate Aung San Suu Kyi in
February 2021 and has since used deadly force and mass arrests to suppress
demonstrations.

Civilians have taken up arms to fight police and soldiers, answering a call by an alliance of
lightly armed rebels for a people's revolt. The military government has declared the alliance
"terrorists".

A spokesman for the military did not answer calls seeking comment on Sunday (June 12)
about Chollet's remarks.

The diplomat is visiting Thailand, Singapore and Brunei to follow up on a meeting last month
of the United States and the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean).

In addition to imposing sanctions, Washington is working with Asean and countries such as
Singapore, Indonesia and Malaysia regarding Myanmar, Chollet said.

He expressed hope that China could also be "part of the solution" in Myanmar.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/myanmar-ruling-military-cant-beat-rebels-should-
restore-democracy-us-diplomat

Civil Society Alliance: ‘UN Funds at Risk of Being Used as Weapon Against People of
Myanmar...

Burma Civil Society Organizations concerned at UN aid funds being weaponized by the
military-appointed State Administration Council issued a statement calling for an end to the
ASEAN Coordinating Centre for Humanitarian Assistance (ASEAN AHA Center) and the
United Nations Office for Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UNOCHA) decision to
conduct humanitarian assessments in collaboration with the Military Council.

Karen News | 14 June 2022
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The statement warned ASEAN and UN are at risk
of being conspirators in the Military’s State
Administration Council plans to use humanitarian
aid as a weapon. The Civil Society Alliance warned
if ASEAN and the UN continue to work with the
Military Council on aid assessments, due to start
in June, those communities in desperate need of
humanitarian assistance would miss out.

The alliance joint statement pointed out that ASEAN and UN aid programs, implemented
without relevant consultation with local organizations would instead be used by the military
Council to continue its crimes against humanity — torching towns, artillery and aerial strikes
on villages and killing civilians.

Naw Wah Khu Shee, a spokesperson for the alliance, said in the statement, “It will not be
effective if they were to provide aid without involving the relevant local organizations in
decision making and implementation. It is as if the organizations assisting aid in the region
have been ignored. The military junta is the root of the problems that are currently causing
harm to the people of Burma. That is why the Military Council cannot be a partner in
providing this assistance.”

The joint statement also stated that the ASEAN and UN programs, which would be
implemented without consultation with relevant organizations, would not be able to extend
aid to local civilians in need and would instead encourage the military council’s violent
atrocities.

Khin Ohnmar, director of Progressive Voice, said in the statement, “Their policy of neutrality
is a joke since OCHA and AHA failed to work with all the relevant organizations. They instead
joined forces with the military council. They (the Military Council) are the root [cause] of this
humanitarian crisis and the ones committing atrocities.”

Khin Ohnmar explained conducting assessments to distribute
i 4 @ ) SR aid in partnership with the Military Council’s working group
only legitimizes war crimes. Khin Ohnmar stressed OCHA and
AHA must listen to the voice of the people of Burma and
immediately suspend these assessment programs, and start
engaging in meaningful dialogue with all those organizations
— civil society, community-based-organizations,

: humanitarian and ethnic armed organizations — working in
o the regions.

i At the ASEAN Consultative Meeting to provide humanitarian
assistance to Myanmar, held in Phnom Penh, Cambodia from
May 5 to 6, Ko Ko Hlaing, Minister for International
Cooperation of the Military Council, was allowed to attend. The ASEAN AHA center and
United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UNOCHA) decided that
assistance should be provided with the approval of the Military appointed State
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Administration Council’s Working Group.

ASEAN aid areas include Karenni (Kayah) State, Karen State, Magway Division, Sagaing
Division, and Bago Division. Preparations and assessment process design have been finalized
to carry out the relief work without consulting with the relevant EAOs and NUG. The
assessment process will be conducted starting this coming June.

The Karen Peace Support Network (KPSN), Progressive Voice, Karenni Civil Society Network
(KCSN), Chin Human Rights Organizations (CHRO), and ALTSEAN-Burma who are included in
the joint statement called on the international community to provide cross-border
humanitarian assistance without the intervention of the Military Council and to prioritize
providing aid through local civil society and humanitarian organizations.

Three organizations in the area where aid assessment will be conducted; such as Karen
National Union (KNU), Karenni National Progressive Party (KNPP), and Chin National Front
(CNF); issued a joint statement on May 30 rejecting the UN and ASEAN plan to collaborate
with the Military Council.

The joint statement also stated that the ASEAN and UN programs, which would be
implemented without consultation with relevant organizations, would not be able to extend
aid to local civilians in need and would instead encourage the military council’s violent
atrocities.

The Karen Peace Support Network (KPSN), Progressive Voice, Karenni Civil Society Network
(KCSN), Chin Human Rights Organizations (CHRO), and ALTSEAN-Burma who are included in
the joint statement called on the international community to provide cross-border
humanitarian assistance without the intervention of the Military Council and to prioritize
providing aid through local civil society and humanitarian organizations.

On May 7, NUG issued a statement, expressing the concern and disappointment over the
decision of the ASEAN Consultative Meeting. Local and international human rights
organizations, civil society organizations, and the Special Advisory Council for Myanmar
(SAC-M) have also expressed their opposition to ASEAN’s decision.

https://karennews.org/2022/06/civil-society-alliance-un-funds-at-risk-of-being-used-as-
weapon-against-people-of-myanmar/

UN, ASEAN Say Renewed Effort Needed as Myanmar Crisis Worsens
By THE IRRAWADDY | 14 June 2022

As the post-coup crisis has deepened in Myanmar, the UN special envoy for the country and
regional leaders have seemed helpless as to how best to address the issues facing the
country.

Noeleen Heyzer, the UN special envoy, admitted on Monday at the UN General Assembly
that the political crisis unleashed in Myanmar following the Feb. 1 military coup last year has
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“opened new frontlines that had long been at peace,” noting that the challenges in the
country have “both deepened and expanded dramatically.”

Heyzer said that since she took up the job six months ago, Myanmar had “continued to
descend into profound and widespread conflict”.

Myanmar has been in social and political turmoil since last year’s military coup. More than
one year on, the regime is still unable to control the country while struggling with popular
armed resistance against its rule. The country’s economy is in a downward spiral so
severe the World Bank said the situation is too chaotic for it to offer GDP growth forecasts
for the coming years. The junta, ignoring the Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN)’s request that it implement the peace plan the bloc adopted for Myanmar, has
continued killing civilians and burning tens of thousands of homes in a bid to crush the

resistance.

Calling Myanmar’s situation one of the world’s largest refugee emergencies, Heyzer said
that as a result of the multidimensional crises in the country there were now over 1 million
internally displaced people (IDPs) across the country with “serious regional and
international ramifications”.

Malaysian Foreign Minister Saifuddin Abdullah, speaking at the Shangri-La Dialogue security
summit in Singapore, said that Malaysia will propose an expansion of the powers granted to
ASEAN’s special envoy to Myanmar as the country’s post-coup violence shows no signs of
abating. He described the situation in Myanmar as a “real test for the region”, adding that
the country was descending rapidly into “some kind of civil war.”

- i 4 . A village in Sagaing after a regime raid in April
2022.

“We, the foreign ministers of ASEAN, must
really put a lot of effort into the idea of
strengthening the special envoy,” Saifuddin
told reporters on the sidelines of the summit.

ASEAN has appointed Cambodian Foreign Minister Prak Sokhonn as the bloc’s Special Envoy
for Myanmar. He visited the country in March to meet with regime leader Min Aung Hlaing.
After the trip, the envoy said the Myanmar issue was complicated and would take a long
time to solve, as the “stakeholders were not ready to cooperate and still insist on fighting
and eliminating one another.”

Among other things, the Malaysian proposal could involve making the envoy’s role a full-
time position with a tenure of more than 12 months, according to the South China Morning
Post.

US Department of State Counselor Derek Chollet said at the Shangari-La summit that the US
was constantly thinking of ways to pressure the regime to enter negotiations to put
Myanmar back on the path of democracy, including fresh sanctions to cut off the junta’s
resources and cripple its military capabilities.
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Heyzer said she was continuing to work closely with ASEAN to de-escalate hostilities.
However, she pointed out that continued differences, regionally and more broadly among
UN member states, “have left the people of Myanmar feeling abandoned in their time of
need.”

“I'will continue to play a bridging role...in Myanmar, in the region, and the international
community to address the protection needs and suffering of the most vulnerable, and to
support the will of the people for a future federal democratic union based on peace,
stability and shared prosperity.”

Meanwhile, ASEAN Special Envoy Prak Sokhonn will make his second trip to Myanmar on
June 29-30.

Sources told The Irrawaddy that the trip was aimed at following up on the implementation
of ASEAN’s peace plan for Myanmar, known as the Five-Point Consensus, but it’s not clear
which points would be his focus this time. The envoy has asked the regime for permission to
meet with ousted leader and State Counselor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, as well as other key
stakeholders during the upcoming visit.

Following his trip in March, the junta agreed to allow ASEAN to send humanitarian aid into
Myanmar, one of the points in the peace plan, but only through its official channels. This has
prompted fears among right groups and opposition forces that the junta will use the aid for
itself rather than delivering it to those in need.

At the same time, ASEAN was criticized for not pushing the junta to implement more
immediate points such as the “immediate cessation of violence” in the country.

Since the adoption of the consensus in April last year, the junta has killed at least 1,700
people, mostly for engaging in anti-regime activism. Furthermore, since last month it has
escalated raids and set villages on fire nearly every day in resistance strongholds like Sagaing
in Upper Myanmar.

Data for Myanmar, an independent group monitoring junta atrocities, reported on June 3
that an estimated 18,886 houses and other buildings had been burned down since the 2021
coup. Sagaing has suffered the most, losing an estimated 13,840 houses.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/un-asean-say-renewed-effort-needed-as-
myanmar-crisis-worsens.html

UN official urges action to prevent a lost generation of children in Myanmar
Tens of thousands of minors have been displaced by military attacks since last year’s coup.
By Roseanne Gerin for RFA | 2022.06.14

The international community must “reengage and refocus” on Myanmar to head off a
looming crisis that may leave a “lost generation” of children, who have already suffered
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incredible deprivation since the country’s February 2021 military coup, a United Nations
human rights official said on Tuesday.

—

Myanmar refugee children, who fled a surge in violence
as the military cracked down on rebel groups, cook a
meal at a camp in Nawphewlawl near the Myanmar-
Thailand border in Kayin state, Feb. 14, 2022. AFP

In a 40-page report titled “Losing a Generation: How
the military junta is attacking Myanmar’s children and
stealing their future,” Tom Andrews, the U.N. special
rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Myanmar, says the military regime has
systematically abused children since taking power.

Soldiers, police officers and military-backed militias have murdered, abducted, detained
and tortured children in a campaign of violence across the Southeast Asian nation, the
report says.

Military attacks have displaced more than 250,000 children, the report says. More than
1,400 youths have been detained and at least 61 are currently being held hostage. The
report says that 142 children have been tortured — beaten, cut, stabbed, burned with
cigarettes, deprived of food and water — since the military seized power from the
democratically elected government.

“The junta’s relentless attacks on children underscore the generals’ depravity and
willingness to inflict immense suffering on innocent victims in its attempt to subjugate
the people of Myanmar,” said Andrews, a former member of the U.S. Congress from
Maine from 1991 to 1995, in a statement. He was appointed to his U.N. role in May 2020.

An estimated 7.8 million children remain out of school because of the conflict. As many
as 33,000 minors could die preventable deaths this year because they have not received
routine immunizations, according to the report.

Andrews called on U.N. member states, regional organizations, the U.N. Security Council
and other U.N. agencies to significantly increase humanitarian assistance and regional

support for refugees. Countries should also implement stronger economic sanctions and
coordinated financial investigations to diminish the military’s ability to remain in power.

The parties must “respond to the crisis in Myanmar with the same urgency they have
responded to the crisis in Ukraine,” the special rapporteur said.

)

“The junta’s attacks on children constitute crimes against humanity and war crimes,’
Andrews said. “Junta leader Min Aung Hlaing and other architects of the violence in
Myanmar must be held accountable for their crimes against children.”

There was no immediate response from the State Administration Council, the formal
name for the junta regime.
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In Geneva, Switzerland, on Tuesday, Michelle Bachelet, the U.N. high commissioner for
human rights, urged member states to step up pressure on the Myanmar junta amid
ongoing reports of violence and human rights violations.

“[T]here are reasonable grounds to believe the commission of crimes against humanity
and war crimes,” Bachelet said.

“What we are witnessing today is the systematic and widespread use of tactics against
civilians in respect of which there are reasonable grounds to believe the commission of
crimes against humanity and war crimes,” she told the current session of the Human
Rights Council.

Bachelet called on U.N. member states to take sustained and concrete action to end the
violence against civilians and minority groups.

“l'urge all member states, particularly those with the highest-level access and influence,
to intensify the pressure on the military leadership,” she said, citing measures such as
increased restrictions on the regime’s financial holdings and business interests and
limiting its access to foreign currencies to restrict the purchase of military equipment and
supplies.

“l also call for continued support to the efforts underway to pursue accountability for the
ongoing and past serious human rights violations, as well as alleged war crimes and
crimes against humanity through all available tracks,” she said. “Myanmar's future
depends on addressing the root cause of this crisis.”

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/lost-generation-06142022164025.html

KNU and allies rescue three CDM police officers in Karen State

A day before attacking a police station in Myawaddy Township, the group also hit junta
forces in Mon State and Bago Region

Esther )/ Linn Htin | Published on Jun 14, 2022

Three police officers in plain clothes crouch on the
ground after being captured in Myawaddy Township on
June 13 (KIC/CJ)

Three police officers taking part in the Civil Disobedience
Movement (CDM) against military rule were rescued on
Monday following an attack on a police station in Karen
(Kayin) State’s Myawaddy Township, according to local

reports.

Armed forces under the command of the Karen National Union (KNU) and their resistance
allies also captured three other police officers in the attack, Karen State-based news outlet
KIC reported, citing KNU sources.
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The KNU-led forces successfully withdrew after overrunning the Waw Lay police station in
Myawaddy on Monday morning, according to KIC. No further details were available at the
time of reporting.

The night before the assault on the Waw Lay police station, KNU forces also carried out
attacks in eastern Bago Region’s Htantabin Township and Mon State’s Kyaikhto Township,
sources in both areas told Myanmar Now.

According to Saw De Pho, an officer with Brigade 2 of the Karen National Liberation Army
(KNLA), the group clashed with junta troops from Infantry Battalion (IB) 73 in Zayat Gyi, a
village in Htantabin Township, on Sunday evening as a “warning”.

The KNLA previously clashed with IB73 in May, when it killed two junta troops, Saw De Pho
told Myanmar Now. Casualty figures from the clash on Sunday, which lasted about an hour,
were still not known, he added.

IB73 has been active in KNU territory in Bago Region’s Nyaunglebin Township and Karen
State’s Mutraw (Hpapun) District, according to Saw De Pho.

Meanwhile, KNLA troops and their allies killed three regime soldiers at a checkpoint on the
Yangon-Mawlamyine highway in Kyaikhto Township on Sunday, according to an officer of
the Kyaikhto Revolutionary Force (KRF).

Three police officers in plain clothes crouch on
the ground after being captured in Myawaddy
Township on June 13 (KIC/CJ)

The Mote Palin checkpoint, which is located
about 25km from the town of Kyaikhto, has been
- attacked at least 10 times since it was set up

" about a year ago, the KRF officer said.

“They always fire their weapons randomly and stop every passing vehicle for searches,” he
said, explaining why the checkpoint has been a frequent target of local resistance forces.

Despite the regime’s calls for peace talks with ethnic armed groups as it continues to face
unprecedented pressure from a host of resistance forces around the country, the KNU
continues to mount attacks on junta targets in its territory.

In March, it overran a junta base in the village of Maw Khee, seizing a large cache of
weapons and ammunition, and last month, it seized control of the Thay Baw Boe base near
the Thai-Myanmar border, capturing six soldiers and killing several others.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/knu-and-allies-rescue-three-cdm-police-officers-
in-karen-state
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Over 100 Junta Soldiers Defect to Arakan Army in Western Myanmar
By THE IRRAWADDY | 14 June 2022

Over 100 soldiers including officers have defected from the Myanmar military to the Arakan
Army (AA) since last year’s coup, said AA spokesperson Khaing Thukha on Tuesday during a
press conference held by the Rakhine State-based ethnic armed organization.

“More than 100 soldiers have defected to us. We have provided assistance to them and
helped them resettle for humanitarian reasons,” said Khaing Thukha.

However, he declined to provide further details about defectors who he said had
abandoned their units in Rakhine State in western Myanmar.

Khaing Thukha said also that the AA has detained junta soldiers in response to the military
regime’s arrest of administrative officials of the United League of Arakan (ULA), the political
wing of the AA, in townships across Rakhine.

AA troops arrested a corporal and a private from a junta outpost near Kisspanadi Bridge in
Kyauktaw on Saturday, he said. The pair were detained as they went to a nearby market to
buy food, he added.

“The Myanmar military has been staging night raids on the houses of our ULA/AA members.
We have detained their troops in retaliation for this. When they release our troops, we will
release theirs too,” said the AA spokesperson.

The regime has not issued a statement about the AA’s arrest of its troops.

Deputy junta chief Vice Senior General Soe Win is currently in Rakhine and met military
personnel based in the capital Sittwe on Monday, according to regime media. He urged the
soldiers to be on full alert at all times while performing their duties, and to be ready for
combat at all times.

“Military personnel are responsible for security around the clock and security must be your
top priority in performing national defense duty,” he told the troops.

Military tensions are running high in Rakhine with junta forces expanding their presence
with reinforcements of artillery and navy vessels. Since November 2020, the Myanmar
military and the AA have observed an unofficial ceasefire, following two years of intense
fighting.

But renewed clashes between the two sides have been taking place in Chin State’s Paletwa
Township, which borders Rakhine, since May.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/over-100-junta-soldiers-defect-to-arakan-army-
in-western-myanmar.html
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Over 40 kg heroin, stimulants seized in Myanmar's central region
Source: Xinhua| 2022-06-14 |Editor: huaxia

YANGON, June 13 (Xinhua) -- Myanmar's Anti-Narcotics Task Force has seized over 1.6
billion kyats (about 864,864 U.S. dollars) worth of heroin and stimulant pills in Mandalay
region, a police statement said on Monday.

Acting on a tip-off, the anti-narcotics agents seized 40.7 kg heroin and 400,000 stimulant
tablets from a vehicle in Myitnge town of Mandalay region on June 11, it said.

Police also arrested two suspects in the operation. Further investigations were underway, it
added.
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