PEACE Info (January 13, 2023)

Myanmar Junta Voter Registration Sites Bombed by Resistance Forces
Resistance groups bomb, set fire to administrative offices to deter Myanmar junta election
preparations
Myanmar Regime Forces Kill Three Civilians, Torch Shelters and Food in Sagaing
Waingmaw Students Detonate Shell
Myanmar Junta Jets Bomb Church, Killing Child, Mother, and 2 Pastors
Junta bombs church in Kayin State killing 5 civilians
At Least 15 Myanmar Junta Forces Killed in Three Days of Resistance Attacks
Military Captures Deserters In Taninthari
On Myanmar Junta's Planned 2023 General Election
Myanmar Junta Cronies Turn Out for Regime’s Independence Day Bash
Thai-Myanmar border bridge reopens after three-year closure
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Myanmar Junta Voter Registration Sites Bombed by Resistance Forces
By THE IRRAWADDY | 13 January 2023

Myanmar resistance forces launched bomb attacks on voter registration sites in Mandalay on
Thursday, as a final warning to people aiding the military regime’s preparations for the sham
general election it plans to stage later this year.

The non-deadly bomb attacks came as the junta began forcibly collecting voter data nationwide
this week.

Urban guerrilla People’s Defense Force (PDF) No More Dictatorship conducted bomb attacks on
Thursday in five Mandalay venues where the junta has been compiling household registrations
for its planned poll.

No More Dictatorship said that the bomb attacks were deliberately non-lethal as they were
intended as a final warning to people working on the junta’s election, which will prolong the
military dictatorship.

However, the PDF warned that future attacks will be potentially lethal and urged the public to
stay away from regime officials.

At least two bomb attacks were reported this week in Yangon, one at the municipal office in
Mingaladon Township on Tuesday and another in Tamwe Township. No casualties were
reported, as the attacks were intended as warnings.

Resistance groups who claimed responsibility for the attacks said that the non-lethal bombings
are a final warning to people working on the election, and said that they will take deadly action
if people continue to help the junta by collecting data.

On Monday, the military regime began gathering household registrations for its planned
election, a process expected to continue until the end of the month. In some areas,
administrative bodies and immigration officers, the stooges of the regime, started compiling
voter lists via door-to-door data collection.

The parallel National Unity Government’s (NUG) Ministry of Home Affairs and Immigration
warned on January 9 that it will take action under the Counter-Terrorism Law against anyone
who assists or takes part in junta efforts to hold an illegitimate election.

Several ethnic armed organizations and PDF’s across the country have also announced that they
won’t allow the junta, which is killing and terrorizing innocent people, torching civilian houses
and committing war crimes, to hold elections in their regions. They also urged people not to
participate or collaborate in the junta’s preparations for the poll.

Following those announcements, Launglon PDF and Dawei Guerilla Revolutionary Force in
Tanintharyi Region launched the first attack on a team of junta-appointed administrators and
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Myanmar military troops collecting household data. One junta soldier was killed during the
attack and resistance fighters seized an AK-47 rifle and ammunition.

On Thursday, Yesagyo PDF, along with another Magwe-based PDF, seized and burned down the
regime-controlled immigration department office in Yesagyo Town in Magwe Region.

The office was attacked for extorting money from civilians and preparing for the fraudulent
election.

The NUG, other revolutionary forces and democracies around the world have denounced the
junta’s plan to stage an election as a sham. Both the United States and the United Nations have
said that any planned election by the regime will be neither free nor fair.

In Myanmar, the proposed election is widely viewed as an attempt by the junta to tighten its
grip on power following its 2021 coup.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/myanmar-junta-voter-registration-
sites-bombed-by-resistance-forces.html

Resistance groups bomb, set fire to administrative offices to deter Myanmar junta election
preparations

While there were no casualties, anti-junta fighters warn of more forceful action against those
who abet the regime’s illegitimate election plans

Han Thit / Maung Shwe Wah |Published on Jan 13, 2023

Caption- A regime soldier is seen on a Yangon street in
May 2021 (Getty Images)

Urban guerrillas carried out non-lethal attacks this week in
Yangon and Mandalay to sabotage a population survey
initiated by the military regime as a step towards holding

" junta-controlled elections later this year.

The military put forward widely unsubstantiated claims
accusing the governing National League of Democracy of massive fraud two years ago after the
party won Myanmar’s 2020 general election. The army rejected the results of the vote as a
pretext for seizing power in February 2021; since the coup, the junta has planned to hold new
elections under its own authority.

The administrators began collecting data on Monday, tasked by the military council with
compiling updated voter lists as part of the standard procedure for organising elections.
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Local administrators joined personnel from the junta’s immigration and population department
to visit area homes, offices, and community halls. Armed police officers and soldiers
accompanied the data collectors as they made their rounds, ostensibly for protection.

Within two days of the start of the operations, there were seven separate bomb blasts in
Yangon and Mandalay targeting infrastructure necessary to the surveying process.

A bomb detonated at the municipal office in the Htauk Kyant area of Yangon’s Mingaladon
Township at around 3:30pm on Tuesday. The urban guerrilla group Yangon Underground Force
claimed responsibility for the attack and announced that it was intended as a warning to
municipal administrators helping to compile voter lists.

The explosion destroyed a security bunker in front of the office usually manned by 10 soldiers
or police officers, but there were no casualties.

“We are sending a warning to the people who are abetting the unlawful election,” the guerrilla
group’s leader Ko Leo told Myanmar Now.

An alliance of urban guerrilla forces including the Freeland Attack Force announced that they
had carried out a bomb attack at 2:45pm on Wednesday in Yangon’s Tamwe Township.

The guerrillas’ intention was to send a warning to junta-appointed administrators collecting
voter data in the township’s Tar Mway Gyi ward that day, they said.

“The bombs were set up carefully to avoid killing anyone because there were female school
teachers in the group. We sent warning letters and fired warning shots,” Freeland Attack Force
officer Nay Myo Nwe told Myanmar Now.

“This is the end of the warning period. They will reap what they sow if they continue their
actions,” he added.

There were five more bomb blasts in Mandalay’s Chanmyathazi and Maha Aungmyay
townships, where administrators were also gathering and verifying voter information. One of
the five attack sites was a ward administration office.

A Mandalay-based urban guerrilla group known as the No More Dictatorship defence force
claimed responsibility for all five bombings.

“We carried out the attacks because we cannot accept false elections without real democracy.
We cannot promise a long life for those collecting voter lists under the direction of the military
council and against the will of the people,” guerrilla leader Ko Naga said.

The attack was meant to serve as a warning, but he added that the group would take more
forceful action if the survey continued.

A local resident of Sein Pan ward in Maha Aungmyay Township said he saw no one collecting
voter data in Mandalay on Thursday, the day after the attacks.
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“The Pyu Saw Htee members are too afraid to collect voter lists now,” the Sein Pan resident
said, referring to militias allied with the junta. “I didn’t see them collecting population data
today, but in any case, the voter list is just for show. They will try to win with or without votes.”

“It makes no difference to the public,” he added. “They threaten people with guns and force
them to put their names on the lists.”

Resistance attacks also occurred in other cities. Members of a local People’s Defence Force
(PDF) also claim to have attacked and set fire to the local office of the junta’s immigration and
population department in Yesagyo Township, Magway Region, on Thursday.

Located on the west bank of Chindwin River, Yesagyo is an anti-junta stronghold.

According to Yesagyo PDF leader Wai Gyi, the group raided the office at around 1am, capturing
four immigration officers and freeing them unharmed after urging them to leave their posts
and join the Civil Disobedience Movement, which aims to topple the coup regime.

The resistance fighters set fire to four buildings including the immigration department’s main
office, Wai Gyi said. He added that the site was targeted because the administrators working
there had extorted money from Yesagyo residents and had been preparing to conduct a
population survey ahead of the junta’s election.

Another local defence force also attacked a military-affiliated group collecting voter data in
Launglon Township in southeastern Myanmar’s Tanintharyi Region on January 9. The incident
resulted in the death of a police officer, in contrast to the non-lethal attacks carried out in
Yangon and Mandalay.

The coup regime remains firm in its determination to hold new elections this year. Junta-
controlled media outlet Myanmar Radio and Television has broadcast reports on the voter data
survey throughout the country.

The Union Solidarity and Development Party, a military proxy party whose leadership has been
reorganised to feature regime hardliners, has also held meetings across the country in
anticipation of the elections.

Various ethnic armed organisations, as well as the PDF and the publicly mandated National
Unity Government (NUG), have declared that they will not recognise the legitimacy of an
election planned by the military council.

The NUG published a statement on Monday saying that all personnel participating in the
collection of data for the junta-controlled election would be subject to severe punishment
under the Counterterrorism Law.

Myat Thwe contributed to this report
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to-deter-myanmar-junta-election

Myanmar Regime Forces Kill Three Civilians, Torch Shelters and Food in Sagaing
By THE IRRAWADDY 13 January 2023

Myanmar junta forces killed three civilians in Kantbalu Township, Sagaing Region earlier this
week, before burning their corpses. Regime forces also torched the makeshift shelters and food
supplies of displaced people, according to locals.

Three men including two brothers encountered junta forces while fleeing a raid. They were held
hostage and then killed. Their bodies were discovered earlier this week, said a local resident.

“The three men ran into a combined force of Myanmar military and Pyu Saw Htee militia
coming from Kyunhla Township. The body of one of the men, a 40-year-old, was found on
January 10. He had been killed and set alight on a cart. The bodies of the two other men, who
were 30 and 27, were found the following day. They were burned beyond recognition,” said the
resident.

Some 150 troops, including soldiers from Light Infantry Battalion 368 overseen by the

10t Military Operations Command and junta-affiliated Pyu Saw Htee militia, torched two
villages in Kyunhla Township on January 6, before abducting the three men as they entered the
north of Kantbalu Township.

Military regime troops torched over 40 makeshift tents housing displaced people on January 9
and 10, as well as huts and food supplies.

“Because of frequent junta raids, we stored some food and utensils in makeshift huts in the
forest so that we don’t lose everything when they torch our villages. But they have torched our
huts along with rice, oil, salt, clothes, and other items. So now we have nothing to eat or wear,”
a displaced local told The Irrawaddy.

Over 40,900 liters of paddy and 6,137 liters of rice were torched in the junta arson attacks,
according to local residents.

Villages seen after junta arson attacks
in the north of Kantbalu Township /
Kantbalu Revolutionary Force

Over the past week, regime soldiers
killed five men in Kyunhla and
Kantbalu townships. They torched

-, Kyar Takan and Htanbingon villages in
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the east of Kyunhla on January 6. Some 52 out of more than 400 houses were razed in
Htanbingon. Kyar Takan Village has over 100 households, but it is still unclear how many houses
were torched there.

Influential monk U Wasawa, from the ultranationalist Association for the Protection of Race and
Religion, better known by its Burmese acronym Ma Ba Tha, has been forcibly conscripting male
villagers in the region into the Pyu Saw Htee. Some 44 villages in Kantbalu, as well as eight
villages each in Kyunhla and Taze townships, have now been turned into Pyu Saw Htee
strongholds.

With the Myanmar military suffering high casualties and unable to attract new recruits, the
regime is increasingly using Pyu Saw Htee militia from Kantbalu, Kyunhla and Taze townships in
its raids on villages in the region.

The growing presence of Pyu Saw Htee militia has created logistical challenges for local
resistance groups.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-regime-forces-kill-three-civilians-torch-
shelters-and-food-in-sagaing.html

Waingmaw Students Detonate Shell
13th January 2023

On Tuesday, a child was killed and two others were
injured after they accidentally detonated a leftover
shell in a village in Waingmaw Township.

The students were playing after school with the shell
they found near the Wu Yang People’s Militia Force
(PMF) camp, which is named after the village where
it’s located, a resident requesting anonymity has said.
The bomb exploded after the boys brought it outside

the Kachin church.

Maung Hkaw Si, 11, died on the way to the military hospital in Myitkyina. Maung Ler Luu, 10,
and Maung Bya Hser, 8, underwent surgery.

It’s unclear whether the PMF, which is under the regime, fired the shell or whether it was the
Kachin Independence Army (KIA).

However, another man, who also wishes to remain anonymous, said the PMF had fired at the
village before. “This incident happened because there is a PMF camp in our village...As long as
this camp remains here, we'll never be safe.”
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The PMF, led by Shwe Min, set up in Wu Yang in 2021 against the villagers’ wishes. The KIA
attacked the group after the camp was completed.

https://kachinnews.com/2023/01/13/waingmaw-students-detonate-shell/

Myanmar Junta Jets Bomb Church, Killing Child, Mother, and 2 Pastors
By HEIN HTOO ZAN | 13 January 2023

Five people, including a child and two pastors, were killed when junta warplanes bombed a
village church in Mutraw district, Karen State on Thursday, according to the Karen National
Union (KNU) and residents.

Two regime jet fighters attacked Lay Wah village, which is controlled by the KNU, at around
1pm, forcing hundreds of residents to flee.

Bodies of those killed in the airstrike lie in a makeshift
mortuary in Lay Wah. (Supplied)

“This is totally a war crime,” said KNU spokesperson Padoh
Saw Taw Nee, confirming that clerics and a child were
killed in the attack.

“It is very important to stop the supply of fuel for the junta military’s aircraft. Thus, | ask again
that the international community take more effective action against the junta,” he added.

Residents said the jet fighters clearly targeted the church in the attack, killing a young boy, his
mother, the two pastors and another villager on the spot.

The attack coincided with regime airstrikes on the headquarters of the Chin National Front
(CNF), the political wing of the Chin National Army (CNA), which killed five CNF members,
injured many others and destroyed a medical clinic on Wednesday and Thursday.

The civilian National Unity Government (NUG) released a statement condemning the junta
airstrikes on Thursday.

“We convey our condolences to all those who have lost their lives from the ethnic communities
by these atrocities and pledge that we will do our utmost to bring justice for all those lives lost,
be it national or international,” the statement said.

The junta has repeatedly bombed civilian targets in Karen and Kachin states and Sagaing and
Magwe regions.

The bombing campaign has killed at least 460 civilians, including many children, according to
the NUG.
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“The junta’s military council continues to target civilian areas and religious sites and has
practically admitted to committing war crimes. Therefore, we want the UN Security Council to
also implement its resolution on Myanmar immediately,” said Padoh Saw Taw Nee.

The resolution, passed in December, calls for the cessation of violence in Myanmar, respect for
the democratic will of the people and human rights, and accountability for those who violate
them.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-jets-bomb-church-killing-child-

mother-and-2-pastors.html

Junta bombs church in Kayin State killing 5 civilians

A young child and two priests were among those who died in the airstrike.

By RFA Staff | 2023.01.13

The remains of the church destroyed in a junta airstrike on
Jan. 12, 2023. Free Burma Rangers

A junta airstrike on a village in Myanmar’s southeastern
Kayin State killed five people, including a child of about

three-years-old, according to David Eubank, a former US
commander who founded the Free Burma Rangers.

A Baptist pastor and a Catholic bishop also died in Thursday night’s raid on Lu Thaw
township’s Laywa village.

Many civilians were injured in the attack, according to locals, who said everyone had fled the
village.

Eubank told RFA two fighter jets targeted a church and dropped two bombs.

"If it had been a school instead of a church, all the students would have died because the
building had been completely destroyed," said Eubank, whose group trains ethnic pro-
democracy groups to provide emergency care in conflict zones.

Lu Thaw township is in Hpapun district, close to the headquarters of the Karen National
Union, in an area controlled by the KNU's military wing, the Karen National Liberation Army,
which has fought numerous battles against junta forces in Kayin State.

On Jan. 4, KNLA joint forces attacked three military camps in Kayin State’s Kyainseikgyi
township, claiming to have killed nearly 50 soldiers.

Last month, a week-long battle between junta troops and the KNLA in Kawkareik city left
three civilians dead and forced more than a thousand to flee their homes.

Page 10 of 77


https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-jets-bomb-church-killing-child-mother-and-2-pastors.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-jets-bomb-church-killing-child-mother-and-2-pastors.html

The KNU/KNLA was one of four powerful armed ethnic groups to reject the offer of peace
talks with the junta last year. The groups said there could be no negotiations unless they
involved the ousted National Unity Government and its People’s Defense Force.

Padoh Mahn Mahn, the leader of KNU Brigade 5, confirmed that five people were killed on
Thursday. He told RFA the KNU is helping other villages in the area prepare for junta
airstrikes to avoid casualties.

Saw Khin Maung Myint, Kayin State’s junta spokesman and economy minister, did not return
RFA's calls seeking comment on the attack.

Myanmar’s military regime continues to conduct airstrikes despite a warning from the U.N.
Security Council that they must end all acts of violence.

On Monday, a junta airstrike on the Chin National Front headquarters in Chin State killed five
of its soldiers.

More than 2,700 civilians have been killed in junta crackdowns in the 23 months since the
military seized power from the democratically elected government in a Feb. 1, 2021 coup,
according to the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners (Burma).

Translated by RFA Burmese. Edited by Mike Firn.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/kayin-airstrike-01132023034242.html|

At Least 15 Myanmar Junta Forces Killed in Three Days of Resistance Attacks
By THE IRRAWADDY | 13 January 2023

At least 15 Myanmar junta forces were killed in the last three days as People’s Defense Forces
(PDFs) continued to attack regime targets across the country.

PDFs burned down a police outpost in Mon State and a junta-run immigration office in Upper
Myanmar.

Incidents were reported in Sagaing, Magwe and Bago regions and Mon State.

The Irrawaddy has collected the following reports of significant attacks from PDFs.
Some military casualties could not be independently verified.

Regime forces ambushed while torching houses in Sagaing

Resistance group Black Wolf Army claimed it and another PDF group, Who Am |, jointly
attacked regime forces torching houses and rice storage buildings in Kan Gyi Taw Village in
Shwebo Township, Sagaing Region on Thursday.

Page 11 of 77


https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/kayin-airstrike-01132023034242.html

After suffering casualties in the shootout, the regime forces retreated to their base in Hanlin
Pyu Ancient City, a UNESCO World Heritage Site.

PDF fighters put out the fires set by the regime forces in the village, the PDF group said.
Six junta troops killed in PDF mine ambush in Sagaing

A military truck is seen after it was hit by a mine and torched by PDF
groups in Shwebo Township on Wednesday. / Black Wolf Army

At least six regime forces were killed in Shwebo Township, Sagaing Region
on Wednesday when six PDF groups used improvised land mines to
ambush two 12-wheeled vehicles carrying soldiers, said resistance group
Black Wolf Army, which took part in the ambushes.

After being tipped off by sources in the military, the PDF groups ambushed
two vehicles carrying regime forces on the Shwebo-Kyauk Myaung road.

During the mine ambush, a vehicle was forced to stop and another escaped from the ambush
site. The regime forces, including the bodies of killed or injured soldiers, were transported out
of the area in a military vehicle, according to the resistance groups.

PDF groups also seized some military equipment and burned the damaged vehicle abandoned
by the regime forces.

Three pro-regime militia members killed in PDF attacks in Sagaing

At least three pro-regime Pyu Saw Htee militia members were killed in Monywa Township,
Sagaing Region on Thursday when three PDF groups used ten 40mm explosives to attack 50
militia members from the pro-regime village of Taw Pu, said Area 71 PDF Monywa, which was
involved in the attack.

The militia groups were attacked while preparing to secretly transport rations on a road. All PDF
fighters retreated from the area without any casualties despite the militia forces responding
with heavy explosives.

A PDF video shows resistance fighters launching explosives.
Regime forces shelled in Sagaing

A resistance fighter carries an improvised rocket-launched explosive in
Kanbalu Township. / Lin Yone Ni- Kanbalu

Some regime forces are believed to have been killed or injured in
Kanbalu Township, Sagaing Region on Wednesday when PDF groups
used 60mm and 120mm improvised mortar rounds to bombard regime

Page 12 of 77



forces stationed at Sabal Nanthar Village, claimed Kanbalu Underground Warriors, which
conducted the attack.

Junta forces attacked in Sagaing

Improvised mortar rounds made by True Arrow Special Task Force /
TASTF

Resistance group True Arrow Special Task Force-Ayadaw claimed it
and four other PDF groups used improvised mortar shells to attack
regime forces in Wetlet Township, Sagaing Region on Tuesday night.

After being attacked, regime forces randomly responded with
firearms. However, military casualties were unknown.

Two regime soldiers killed in PDF ambush in Sagaing
PDF fighters of Zero Guerrilla Force during an operation / ZGF

Two regime forces were confirmed killed in Sagaing Township,
Sagaing Region on Thursday morning when Zero Guerrilla Force
8 used mines to ambush regime forces on motorbikes in the

| township, said the PDF group.

The PDF group used three heavy mines to ambush regime forces on two motorbikes traveling
between two villages while they were going out to buy breakfast for their senior officers at a
military command base.

The PDF fighters retreated from the area without any casualties despite regime soldiers on
another motorbike randomly opening fire.

Military battalion attacked in Bago

‘ @‘ Resistance fighters of Bago Region PDF launch an explosive during an
operation. / Bago Region PDF

At least three junta soldiers were killed and some others injured in
Htantapin Township, Bago Region on Wednesday when Taungoo District

, PDF Battalion 3501 used 30 M79 bombs to attack Military Battalion 73, said
e s % Bago Region PDF.

The group said it was part of Operation Nann Htike Aung launched against regime targets.

On the same day, Tharyarwaddy District PDF Battalion 3802 assassinated pro-regime Pyu Saw
Htee militia member Kyaw Kyaw in Oakpho Township, Bago Region, according to Bago Region
PDF.

Page 13 of 77



The victim, who was a relative of a military member, was notorious for collaborating with
regime forces to raid PDF camps and extort money from civilians, the PDF group claimed.

Police outpost seized, burned down in Mon State
The entrance to the town of Lamine in Ye Township / CJ

Local resistance group Ye Guerrilla Force claimed to have seized and
: | burned down the police outpost in the town of Lamine in Ye
>, i = Township, Mon State early on Wednesday.

i ESaee L X T =

During their raid, policemen abandoned the outpost without defending it. At 6:30 a.m. on that
morning, the resistance group continued to attack the regime camp at Kyotadar Village in the
township. In the raid, some regime forces are believed to have been killed, the PDF group said.

All PDF fighters stopped fighting and retreated from the area when they were attacked with
heavy explosives by military Infantry Battalion 588 nearby.

The resistance group also claimed to have killed police senior inspector Hlaing Min Thant in the
town of Ye on that morning. The police officer was notorious for oppressing and extorting
money from civilians.

Junta immigration office seized, burned down in Magwe

Yesagyo-PDF group claimed that it and another PDF group jointly seized and burned down the
junta-controlled Immigration Department office in the town of Yesagyo in Magwe Region early
on Thursday.

The office was attacked for extorting money from civilians and preparing for the junta’s sham
election.

The PDF group said it captured four immigration staff and released them later.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/at-least-15-myanmar-junta-forces-
killed-in-three-days-of-resistance-attacks.html

Military Captures Deserters In Taninthari
By Network Media Group | Friday, January 13, 2023

The regime arrested five of its soldiers for refusing to fight resistance groups in the Taninthari
Region of southern Burma.

“They were afraid to go to the frontline and hid on Phayar Hill (pagoda),” said a local who
wished to remain anonymous. He said a Buddhist monk reported them to the military, who
beat the deserters before taking them away.
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Locals told the NMG that the soldiers from Infantry Battalion
273 were captured in Paya village.

After the soldiers fled their camp in the Kanpauk area on 4

January, their fellow soldiers searched for them in Hpet

: Tawang, which is near Paya, and in the jungle. According to
’\ another anonymous source, the deserters were finally found

four days later about twenty minutes by motorcycle from their base, and taken to the naval

base in Mawrawaddy.

Last August, three deserters from the same battalion in Yay Phyu Township had managed to
escape.

After the coup d’état, a People’s Defence Force was formed, which has frequently clashed with
regime’s troops in southern Burma.

https://www.nmg-news.net/2023/01/13/23164

On Myanmar Junta's Planned 2023 General Election
By THE IRRAWADDY | 13 January 2023

Myanmar’s junta chief Min Aung Hlaing has yet to announce a date for a general election that
he plans to hold in August this year amid armed conflict across the country.

But Min Aung Hlaing appears determined to secure the presidency and is expected to push
ahead with an election by any means.

The military-backed Union Solidarity and Development Party (USDP) would only require 26
percent of parliamentary seats to form a majority with 25 percent of seats designated for
military officers under the 2008 Constitution.

What Min Aung Hlaing has said about an election?

In an interview with Russian news agency RIA, Min Aung Hlaing said an election depends on
peace, economic recovery and stability. In his New Year’s message and Independence Day
address on January 4, he promised to hold an election and transfer power to the winning party.

The regime’s governing body, the State Administration Council, says it will abide by the 2008
Constitution and hold an election at the end of emergency rule.

The regime might hold a staggered election because of numerous armed conflicts across the
country. After independence, three general elections were held between 1951 and January
1952 because of the civil wars that came with independence.
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When will the regime announce election day?

The election law does not say how early a date must be announced, only that constituencies
must be announced one month prior to voting.

Election days were announced between three to six months before the 1990, 2010, 2015 and
2020 elections. When emergency rule is due to end this month, the National Defense and
Security Council is constitutionally obliged to hold a general election within six months. An
announcement can therefore be expected by April or May.

An election could take place in May before the rainy season.

The previous State Law and Order Restoration Council regime held the 1990 general election in
May. The referendum on the military-drafted 2008 Constitution was also held in May 2008
despite catastrophic Cyclone Nargis claiming more than 100,000 lives days before the
referendum.

The junta-appointed Union Election Commission (UEC) says it will use proportional
representation (PR) rather than the first-past-the-post electoral system. It has also amended
the 2010 Political Parties Registration Law, updated voter lists and trained electoral staff. It has
invited tenders to supply voting materials.

On January 9, UEC chairman U Thein Soe told a training session of election commission officers
to ensure there are no electoral errors.

The regime is asking Yangon residents to attend ward administration offices with their
household registration certificates to allow the UEC to update voter lists.

The voters’ choices

The USDP has been meeting party members and other pro-military parties and nationalist
groups.

The National League for Democracy will boycott any junta election but the Shan Nationalities
Democratic Party led by Sai Ai Pao and the Arakan Front Party led by U Aye Maung as well as
Mon, Kachin, Chin and Karen parties are keen to run because of the introduction of PR.

New political parties are also likely to emerge.
The NLD, the civilian National Unity Government and some EAOs oppose any regime election.

The US has urged the international community to reject any “sham election”, saying it will be
neither free nor fair. Malaysia has urged fellow ASEAN members to reject any election.

An election will not be free or fair and not take place nationwide due to fighting but the final
decisions will be made by Min Aung Hlaing.
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https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/analysis/on-myanmar-juntas-planned-2023-general-
election.html

Myanmar Junta Cronies Turn Out for Regime’s Independence Day Bash
By THE IRRAWADDY | 13 January 2023

During the recent Independence Day commemoration, with all eyes on Myanmar junta chief
Min Aung Hlaing’s attempts to masquerade as the country’s legitimate president, one group of
guests went mostly overlooked: the junta cronies who attended events related to the
ceremony and accepted honors from the regime leader.

The Irrawaddy has learned that dozens of cronies were invited to the event commemorating
the 75th anniversary of independence and a related dinner reception on Jan. 4 in Myanmar’s
capital Naypyitaw.

They included powerful ones like U Aung Ko Win, chairman of KBZ Group; U Khin Maung Aye of
CB Bank; U Zaw Zaw of Max Myanmar; Serge Pun of FMI Holding; U Htay Myint of Yuzana
Group of Companies; U Zaw Win Shein of Ayeyar Hinthar Holdings Company Limited; Myanmar
Rice Federation chairman U Ye Min Aung; and U Aung Myo Min Din, the founder of Amazing
Hotels & Resorts Group.

Though the event was covered heavily by junta media, the cronies’ names were not included in
lists of attendees, conceivably to protect them from social punishment and consumer boycotts
by the Myanmar people, as well as from Western sanctions.

One of the cronies who missed the lavish event was U Tay Za, arms dealer and chairman of
Htoo Trading Group, who is under US and UK sanctions.

Also missing from the event was Tun Min Latt, one of the junta’s arms brokers, who has deep
ties with Min Aung Hlaing’s family, as he is now in custody in Thailand facing charges of drug
trafficking, money laundering and transnational organized crime.

Naypyitaw ritual

Myanmar tycoons have traditionally been close to the military and its top leaders, particularly
since the previous military government era, which ended in early 2011.

Under the former regime they would shuttle between Yangon and Naypyitaw to pay respects to
then dictator General Than Shwe and his powerful deputies, General Maung Aye and General
Tin Aung Myint Oo.

When the military proxy civilian government came to power in March 2011, the tycoons rushed
to visit then president and ex-General Thein Sein, as well as current coup leader Min Aung
Hlaing, in his capacity as military leader, a post he still holds.
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Apart from occasional visits to pay their respects, it has also become a ritual for them to flock to
Naypyitaw on occasions like Independence Day or Union Day celebrations. This year’s
Independence Day was a more elaborate affair, given that it was the diamond jubilee, and Min
Aung Hlaing marked it on a grand scale. The cronies responded eagerly to their invitations,
lining up to attend.

From past experience, they know that showing up at such events is time well spent, as they are
often rewarded with highly lucrative business concessions.

For this year’s Independence Day celebration, both KBZ and CB received contracts to provide
fireworks, decorations, catering services and displays at the event. The fireworks cost over
USS2 million alone.

KBZ chairman U Aung Ko Win has deep ties with former and current military leaders including
Gen. Than Shwe and Gen. Maung Aye. He was known to be a protégé of the latter.

When several tycoons who were deemed close to the NLD government were interrogated and
briefly detained following the coup, the KBZ chairman was untouched. NLD-linked tycoon U Chit
Khine, the chairman of the Eden Group of Companies, was charged with corruption by the
regime last year.

CB Bank’s U Khin Maung Aye disappeared from public view after the coup and was rumored to
be living abroad; his son studies in the US. However, he later quietly returned to Myanmar and
began working with the regime. He was a neighbor of former president Thein Sein and is close
to several top generals.

Among the cronies who attended the regime’s Independence Day celebration, there were also
some new faces like U Aung Myo Min Din and U Zaw Win Shein.

A rising star among the new cronies, U Aung Myo Min Din of Amazing Hotel and Resort Group is
close to the regime leader’s family, having built hotels for their businesses. The Ananta Hotel in
Bagan was built for Aung Pyae Sone, son of Min Aung Hlaing.

Junta chief Min Aung Hlaing (front) with U Aung Myo Min
Din (behind Min Aung Hlaing, left) and Tun Min Latt
(behind the junta chief, right) in Bagan.

Another new kid in town is U Zaw Win Shein. He is an
adopted son of former Major General Soe Maung, who
was a key President’s Office minister when the military
proxy Thein Sein administration was in power. Most of
the capital for his Ayeyar Hinthar Holdings Co. Ltd. came from Thiha Thura Tin Aung Myint Oo, a
former general and vice president during the Thein Sein administration. U Zaw Win Shein owns
A Bank and now also owns Qatari telecom Ooredoo’s operation in Myanmar.
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U Zaw Win Shein was among those who received honorary decorations from Min Aung Hlaing,
lauded for their “outstanding services for the good of Myanmar”.

According to a list released by the junta, other recipients of the award include well-

known Kachin businessman and leader of the Peace-Talk Creation Group Yup Zaw Khaung; U
Zaw Min Win, ex-president of the Union of Myanmar Federation of Chambers of Commerce and
Industry (UMFCCI); and Serge Pun of FMI Holdings, which owns Yoma Bank. The International
Finance Corporation (IFC), a member of the World Bank Group, divested from Yoma Bank after
its ties with military companies were exposed.

At the Independence Day dinner, witnesses saw expensive wines and imported whiskies served
at tables where cronies sat and mingled with generals and other guests, sharing laughs and
exchanging smiles and loud toasts of “Cheers!”—to Independence Day, but also to new
business opportunities.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-cronies-turn-out-for-regimes-
independence-day-bash.html

Thai-Myanmar border bridge reopens after three-year closure

While the move is expected to boost bilateral trade, the weakness of the post-coup kyat will
likely continue to limit Myanmar’s access to imported goods

May Yu | Published on Jan 13, 2023

———y

The Thai-Myanmar Friendship Bridge No. 1, seen from
Myawaddy

© The Thai-Myanmar Friendship Bridge No. 1, linking the
towns of Myawaddy in Karen (Kayin) State and Mae Sot in
Thailand’s Tak Province, reopened on Thursday for the first
time in three years.

Closed in 2020 due to the Covid-19 pandemic, the bridge is
now open to small vehicles carrying vaccinated travellers, sources in the area told Myanmar
Now.

According to Thai media reports, citizens of Myanmar who enter Thailand by crossing the
bridge are only permitted to travel as far as a popular shrine located about 17km from the
border.

Residents of Myawaddy are permitted to stay on the Thai side for up to one week, while other
Myanmar nationals must return on the day of entry, sources in Myawaddy reported.
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The Thai-Myanmar border pass

The one-week pass is issued only to those who can produce
residency documents provided by immigration officials in Myanmar,
the sources said, adding that the process usually takes two days.

| The bridge, opened in August 1997, was for many years the main
cross-border trade link between the two countries. It was traversed
by an estimated 230,00 vehicles annually until a second bridge

was opened in October 2019.

The Thai-Myanmar Friendship Bridge No. 2, which also crosses the
Moei River just north of the older bridge, is used primarily by
transport trucks and other heavy vehicles.

The newly reopened Friendship Bridge No.1 will operate daily from 6am to 6pm, according to a
Thai Immigration officer.

The reopening comes despite ongoing clashes between regime and resistance forces in Karen
State’s Kawkareik Township, which is part of Myawaddy District.

A day before traffic across the bridge was allowed to resume, an explosion was reported in the
township on the Asia Highway, which crosses the bridge.

Despite the impact of the February 2021 military coup on Myanmar’s economy, the regime’s
Ministry of Commerce claimed that, as of last October, bilateral trade with Thailand in the
current fiscal year had grown by $366million over the previous year.

Around 44% of the $2.9billion in reported trade between the two countries in the first seven
months of the 2022-23 fiscal year went through Myawaddy, the ministry reported.

While the reopening of border crossings is expected to further increase trade, the plummeting
value of the kyat since the coup is likely to dampen demand for imports from Thailand.

The Thai baht, which was worth 46 kyat when the military seized power nearly two years ago,
now fetches 63 kyat.

https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/thai-myanmar-border-bridge-reopens-after-three-year-
closure
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