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Myanmar Junta Troops Burn Elderly Sagaing Men Alive
By HEIN HTOO ZAN | 11 January 2023

Myanmar junta troops have burned 12 villages in the west of Depayin Township, Sagaing
Region, this month and burned alive two men in their 80s, according to a rescue team.

On Monday, junta troops torched 72 homes in Sat Pyar Kyin village and U Phoe Tar, 84, died because he
could not escape.

Troops also torched homes in Taing Lay and Chaung Nar villages.

The Depayin Brothers rescue team and resistance fighters entered Taing Lay after the troops
left and found the burned body of U Wun Mya, 85.

They saved a pregnant woman and an elderly woman who were trapped by fire, according to residents.
At least six Taing Lay and Chaung Nar villagers are missing, according to the Depayin Brothers.

“We found an old man alive in Taing Lay. He said he and his son were hiding while the troops
were setting fire to houses and catching chickens and other livestock to eat. The soldiers saw
his son and detained him,” said Ko Gyi Phyo, a Depayin Brothers leader.

He said they did not know about the other five people.

Junta troops have torched villages in western Depayin since January 3 almost every day and
around 10,000 residents have fled, according to the Depayin Brothers. The group said troops
torched 62 villages in Depayin Township before January, burning an estimated 47,000 houses.

Ko Gyi Phyo said junta troops had carried out arson attacks in the east of the township in
December after clashes with resistance groups but there had been no fighting this month.

“The situation is terrible. The troops are targeting civilians and torching their houses almost
every day. It is hard for people to live. We can no longer help them effectively,” he said.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-troops-burn-elderly-sagaing-men-
alive.html

Elderly woman killed in Pyu Saw Htee arson attack on southern Sagaing village

Local resistance forces also claim they killed 15 members of the militia as they crossed the
Ayeyarwady River to raid the village

Linn Htin | Published on Jan 11, 2023

An elderly woman was killed in Sagaing Region’s Myaung Township on Monday after members
of the military-backed Pyu Saw Htee militia set fire to around a third of her village, according to
a local resistance source.
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Pan Nyo, a village in Sagaing Region’s Myaung Township, is
seen following arson attacks that were carried out by
regime forces on January 9 (Ko Nway Oo)

The victim, 95-year-old Khin Kyi, was unable to flee when

her home village of Pan Nyo, located on the western bank
of the Ayeyarwady River, came under attack on Saturday,
the leader of Myaung Fighter, a local defence team, told

Myanmar Now.

Her remains were found in the smouldering ruins of her home after the regime forces left the
village three days later, he said, adding that the arson attacks began at around 11am on
Monday and continued for more than four hours.

At least 100 of the roughly 300 homes in the village were destroyed, he said.

Around 100 Pyu Saw Htee members reportedly carried out the raid on Pan Nyo by crossing the
Ayeyarwady River from Sin Chaung, a village in Mandalay Region’s Myingyan Township, in
motorboats.

Local resistance forces fired on the boats with light and heavy weapons, sinking two and killing
at least 15 of the militia members, according to the defence team leader.

Myanmar Now has been unable to independently confirm this information.

Pan Nyo, a village in Sagaing Region’s Myaung
Township, is seen following arson attacks that were
carried out by regime forces on January 9 (Ko Nway
0o)

Pan Nyo is located near the confluence of the
Ayeyarwady and Chindwin rivers, in an area that is
largely controlled by resistance forces.

The area, where Myaung and Myingyan townships
meet with Yesagyo Township in Magway Region, is frequently attacked by regime forces.

In November, junta troops destroyed 26 houses in an attack on Nyaung Kar Yar, a village in
Myaung Township located about 2km north of Pan Nyo.

https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/elderly-woman-killed-in-pyu-saw-htee-arson-attack-on-
southern-sagaing-village
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Sagaing Villagers Escape After Being Abducted by Myanmar Regime Forces
By THE IRRAWADDY | 11 January 2023

Myanmar junta troops and pro-regime Shanni Nationalities Army (SNA) fighters abducted 100
residents of Homalin Township in Sagaing Region last week as potential human shields. All the
abductees, however, managed to escape the same day.

Over 100 junta and SNA troops raided Nat Nan Village around 6am on January 5, attacking a
checkpoint manned by resistance fighters and detaining villagers, according to residents and
resistance forces.

A woman resident of Nat Nan who was detained before escaping said: “They [regime forces]
came down from Mt. Ar Mann on January 5 and fired two or three shots before entering our
house. When we opened the door, they told us to come out. We were then taken to the
mountain at gunpoint.”

Military regime troops also robbed the woman’s family of over eight million kyats, as well as
their house ownership certificate. Male villagers were beaten as they were detained, while
female villagers were robbed of their gold earrings and necklaces.

The villagers were then taken to Mt. Ar Mann. Junta forces were checking the detainees’
phones to see if they had any links with People’s Defense Forces (PDFs) when resistance
fighters attacked around 10am, allowing the detained villagers to escape.

“As they were saying that they [junta forces] would shoot dead anyone financially supporting
PDFs, we heard gunshots. So we took the chance and fled. They opened fire on us as we fled.
Luckily, no one got hurt,” said the Nat Nan woman.

All the detained villagers managed to escape, she said, adding that her family has been forced
to take shelter at a temporary camp after they were robbed of all their possessions.

An information officer for a Homalin PDF named Moe Gyo said that a combined force of four
PDFs attacked junta forces on January 5 and 6, after withdrawing from Nat Nan Village.
Resistance fighters have since retaken Nat Nan Village.

=" Junta troops killed in fighting with Homalin Township
resistance forces on January 5-6. / HPDF 124

4 The Myanmar military’s infantry battalion 222, based
in Homalin, and the Hkamti-based light infantry

- ] battalion 347, along with the SNA’s battalion 753,
conducted the raid on Nat Nan Village, according to the Moe Gyo information officer.

Eight junta soldiers and SNA fighters were killed by PDF snipers in the fighting, according to
Moe Gyo. The Irrawaddy could not independently confirm casualties.
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The Moe Gyo information officer said: “The SNA denies its association with the Myanmar
military, but people are suffering on the ground. They stole money and gold jewelry worth 300
million kyats in Nat Nan Village. They are harming the people and taking advantage of this
chaotic period. They say that they are working for the interests of the Shanni people. But they
are doing the opposite.”

SNA spokesperson Colonel Sai Aung Mein confirmed the fighting between PDFs and the SNA in
Nat Nan Village, but said he did not know precise details. He denied that the SNA detained and
robbed the Nat Nan villagers. He accused the ethnic armed organization the Kachin
Independence Army (KIA) of plotting to take over Shanni areas.

“Those villages are largely inhabited by ethnic Shanni people. We are the same ethnic group and we
won’t use them as human shields. The people making such accusations are in fact an organization
pulling the strings behind the curtain. It has been doing so for a long time. It is the KIA. The KIA wants to
penetrate into our areas. So they have raised PDFs to destroy our region,” said the SNA spokesperson.

There is a long-running feud between the SNA and the KIA.

Regime soldiers and SNA fighters also carried out sneak attacks on PDF bases in Nat Nan and
Pin Kote villages in November last year.

Military tensions in the area are currently running high as some 100 junta troops have been
deployed in the new town of Shwe Pyi Aye, to the northwest of Nat Nan Village.

The SNA was founded in July 1989 on the Myanmar-India border with the aim of securing
political equality, self-determination and a Shanni State for the Shanni people.

SNA fighters are active in Hpakant, Indawgyi and other parts of Kachin State as well as Homalin,
Pinlebu, Banmauk, Hkamti, Paungbyin and Tamu townships in Sagaing Region.

Military analysts say its four brigades are based in Hkamti, Homalin, Banmauk and between
Homalin and Banmauk.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/sagaing-villagers-escape-after-being-abducted-by-
myanmar-regime-forces.html

KIA Soldiers Killed In Airstrikes In Kachin State
11th January 2023

Several Kachin Independence Army (KIA) soldiers were killed in regime airstrikes on Battalions
31 and 26 of Brigade 9 in Kachin State along the border with Sagaing Region and on Brigade 2 in
Danai Township in Kachin State on 9 January.
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Three fighter jets attacked the headquarters of Brigade 2 in
Hugawng Valley three times around 6pm, according to an
unnamed source close to the group. “I heard that a building
was shelled, killing three KIA soldiers who were inside, one
of them dying on the spot,” the man told KNG.

Two of the deceased were men and the other was a
woman. At that time, the regime also shelled the Danai
headquarters with artillery and some shells hit the nearby village of Lawt Awng.

Locals suspect that the junta’s attack was in retaliation after KIA Battalion 14 forced Danai gold
miners to leave the area to stop the Jahtu Zup People’s Militia Force, led by Min Zin Thant and
under the regime, from collecting taxes from the miners.

The regime air bombed KIA Battalion 26 in the Sel Zin area of Hpakant Township near Saigang
Region at 4pm. “A fighter jet attacked us three times on the same day. Fortunately, no one was
injured in the airstrikes,” a KIA officer told KNG without giving his name. The same fighter jet
attacked Battalion 31, also part of Brigade 8, in the Khamti area.

In August last year, the KIA, supported by the People’s Defence Forces, fought regime troops in
the Sel Zin area for about a week, during which the junta called in airstrikes.

In late September, the military used airstrikes against KIA Battalion 14 near Jahtu Zup village in
the Hukawng Valley, forcing the KIA to abandon some of its camps.

https://kachinnews.com/2023/01/11/kia-soldiers-killed-in-airstrikes-in-kachin-state/

Tension grows between junta-allied militia and KIA in gold-rich area of Hpakant

The Warazup militia blocks roads to a Hpakant Township village after the KIA announces
measures to cut off operations of the area’s mines

Nyein Swe | Published on Jan 11, 2023

Two KIA troops seen in 2011 (Thierry Falise / LightRocket via
Getty Images)

The Myanmar army-backed Warazup militia blocked roads
around a village in Kachin State’s Hpakant Township after the
Kachin Independence Army (KIA) issued an ultimatum to gold
miners in the area to leave by Saturday.

The KIA’s Battalion 14 under Brigade 2 delivered an order to petrol stations on January 7 to
halt the storage of fuel in locations in and around the village of Shaduzup as of Wednesday,
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January 11, noting that those who disobeyed would face punitive measures from the ethnic
armed organisation.

The warning to people working in gold mines near the Moe Kaung stream west of Shaduzup
was reportedly issued earlier in the month, with a deadline to exit by January 14. Several
business owners and miners left the area following the KIA’s ultimatum, according to a
Shaduzup resident.

“Miners from major projects are all either leaving or halting their activities. Some have
completely left, while some have just suspended their operations and have no clue what to do
next,” he explained.

Following the KIA’s demands, the junta-allied Warazup militia blocked local roads into
Shaduzup and set up landmines along the routes ahead of a possible attack by Kachin forces,
the local man said.

“l heard that [the KIA’s] primary objective is to cut off supplies and fuel to the [junta-controlled]
gold mines but now even regular people can’t use the roads anymore,” he told Myanmar Now.

On Sunday, the Warazup militia was reportedly conducting searches of vehicles that were using
the nearby Ledo Road, which was still open.

A woman living in Shaduzup told Myanmar Now that villagers were on high alert, even though
no renewed clashes had broken out in the area at the time of reporting.

“Tension is still rising on both sides, but no one has started shooting yet,” she said.

Myanmar Now tried to contact KIA spokesperson Col Naw Bu to discuss the situation
developing around Shaduzup, but he could not be reached for comment.

Infantry Battalion (I1B) 297 of the Myanmar military is also stationed near the gold-rich village,
around which at least 50 mines operate.

Troops from IB 297 and members of the Warazup militia destroyed an abandoned KIA base and
administrative office outside Shaduzup last September, deploying heavy artillery and airstrikes
in a subsequent clash against Kachin forces. There were no reported casualties.

In July, the same soldiers attacked a KIA base in neighbouring Tanai Township, killing two
Kachin soldiers.

https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/tension-grows-between-junta-allied-militia-and-kia-in-
gold-rich-area-of-hpakant
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Myanmar Regime Airstrike at Chin Resistance Base Kills Five
By THE IRRAWADDY | 11 January 2023

A Myanmar junta airstrike killed five ethnic Chin resistance fighters, including two women, on
Tuesday in western Myanmar’s Chin State.

On Tuesday afternoon around 4pm, Myanmar military jets dropped five bombs on the Mt.
Victoria headquarters of the Chin National Army (CNA), the armed wing of the Chin National
Front (CNF), the first ethnic armed organization (EAO) to join forces with the parallel National
Unity Government (NUG) in the fight to topple the military regime.

One of the bombs landed in India’s Mizoram State, which borders Chin State, according to local
media and a Chin political body. The other four bombs hit the CNA’s headquarters close to the
frontier with India, killing five resistance fighters.

The Interim Chin National Consultative Council (ICNCC), set up to form political tasks in Chin
State in conjunction with the NUG, issued a statement condemning the airstrike, describing it as
an inhumane act.

The airstrike reflects the true attitude of the military regime that has seized power and is
ignoring the will of all the peoples of Myanmar, said the ICNCC. The body added that the
airstrike proves that the junta’s recent announcement of a ceasefire with EAOs is just a lie.

The ICNCC said that the airstrike has only made the Chin people more determined to topple the
military dictatorship.

Ethnic Chin Dr. Sasa, the NUG’s Minister of International Cooperation, wrote on his
Facebook: “This attack will make us stronger. We must remain strong and united in the face of
this evil.”

“We must all continue to fight the good fight so that justice and federal democracy will prevail
in Chinland and across all of Myanmar,” added Dr. Sasa.

Chin Defense Force-Mindat also condemned the junta airstrike in a statement issued
Wednesday. The resistance group said that it will cooperate with not only all Chin resistance
forces, including the CNF, but also with all resistance groups across Myanmar in uprooting the
junta and building a federal democracy.

On Wednesday, residents of the Chin State capital Hakha took part in a silent protest against
the airstrike, shuttering their shops and businesses, according to Chin news outlets.

Fighting has been ongoing in Chin State since April 2021. Chin resistance forces regularly attack
military regime convoys, detachments and bases, inflicting heavy casualties.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-regime-airstrike-at-chin-resistance-base-
kills-five.html
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Mortar shells kill one local, wounds eight others in Kyaikto

By Thanlwintimes | January 11, 2023

Kyaikto, January (11) One resident was killed and eight others were
injured when regime battalions deliberately fired heavy weapons into
the villages of Kyaikto Township, Mon State, reported by KNU Brigade
1 onJanuary 10.

The two infantry battalions based in Kyaikto launched two 60-mm
mortar rounds into Hle Lan Ku village around 7 pm on January 6.

The mortar struck the home of U Kyaw Myint and Ma Mi Phyu and
injured U Kyaw Myint, aged 63, and Ma Phyu Hnin, aged 16.

In another incident, the Light Infantry Battalion 207 and artillery unit
310 launched eight mortar shells into Thone Khwa village, killing 26-
year-old Ko Zaw Moe Lwin and injuring six others on the night of
January 7.

The injured were taken to Theinzayat and Kyaikto hospitals,
respectively.

The Junta’s use of heavy weapons against the villages is a kind of violence against the people
and a serious violation of human rights, according to an official from KNU’s Thaton District.

The KNU said that more than 300 people from Zeebyaugn, Winkan, Pyinkadoe, Kyaukphyar, and
Winkalaw fled after the regime troops repeatedly fired heavy weapons into the villages.

https://thanlwintimes.com/2023/01/11/mortar-shells-kill-one-local-wounds-eight-others-in-
kyaikto/

Over 60 Myanmar Junta Forces Killed in Four Days of Resistance Attacks
By THE IRRAWADDY | 11 January 2023

At least 65 Myanmar junta forces were killed in the last four days as People’s Defense Forces
(PDFs) escalated their attacks on regime targets across the country.

In one case, a 65-year-old resistance fighter was killed during a clash with regime forces in
Tanintharyi Region.

Incidents were reported in Sagaing, Magwe, Mandalay, Bago and Tanintharyi regions.

The Irrawaddy has rounded up the following reports of significant attacks from the PDFs.
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Some military casualties could not be independently verified.
Junta motorboat destroyed in Sagaing

Local resistance group Salingyi G-Z PDF claimed to have destroyed a junta motorboat in a joint
operation with nine other PDF groups in Salingyi Township, Sagaing Region on Tuesday.

The motorboat carrying around 50 regime forces faced two attacks by the combined PDF groups, once
while it was traveling downstream and once as it headed upstream along the Chindwin River between a
village and the military’s North West Command headquarters in Monywa.

The PDF groups claimed they used both firearms and heavy explosives to attack the regime
boat.

Many soldiers are believed to have been killed or injured, the PDF groups said.
A PDF video shows a motorboat being targeted by the resistance groups.
More than 20 regime forces killed in Sagaing

Over 20 regime forces including an army captain and pro-regime Pyu Saw Htee militia members
were killed in Myaung Township, Sagaing Region in three days when several PDF groups jointly
attacked 120 regime forces raiding Pan Nyo Village, PDF group Civil Defense and Security
Organization of Myaung (CDSOM), which took part in the attack, claimed on Tuesday.

The groups started attacking the regime forces while they were arriving at Pan Nyo Village on
motorboats via the Irrawaddy River on Saturday.

The clash, which included the use of heavy explosives, continued on Sunday between the
combined PDF groups and the regime forces, which were occupying Pan Nyo Village.

On Monday, the resistance groups raided the regime forces in the village as they were looting
and burning houses. The attack forced the regime forces to flee the village without their loot,
the resistance groups said.

Around 180 out of more than 800 houses in the village were burned down in the junta arson
attacks.

Three regime forces killed in urban operations in Sagaing
Resistance fighters of PDF-Kalay / PDF-Kalay

At least three regime soldiers were killed in the town of
Kale in Sagaing Region on Monday when PDF-Kalay used
mines to ambush junta forces patrolling in Tarhan ward,
said the PDF group.

After being mined, the regime forces randomly opened
fire. On the same morning, the PDF group also attacked a
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junta sentry box in the residential ward. Some regime forces are believed to have been killed or
injured in the raid.

A civilian was killed when the regime forces randomly opened fire.
Four regime forces killed in PDF raid in Sagaing

Four regime forces were killed and two others injured in Pale Township, Sagaing Region early
Monday when around 20 PDF groups raided the junta-run township General Administration
Department office, said M7 People’s Defense Army, which took part in the raid.

During the raid, resistance forces also shelled the township police station.
Fifteen regime forces killed in mine ambushes in Sagaing

At least 15 regime forces were killed and 10 injured in Myinmu Township, Sagaing Region on
Sunday when six PDF groups used improvised mines to ambush two military armored vehicles
on the Monywa-Sagaing Highway, said Black Eagle Defense Force-MMU, which joined the
attack.

First, PDF groups used a cluster of three mines to ambush the two military vehicles near Wan
Pyae Village while they were traveling from Sagaing to Monywa at 6:30 a.m. on that morning.

Later that morning, the PDF group used a cluster of 11 mines to ambush one of the military
vehicles while it was returning to Wan Pyae Village. The vehicle was damaged and forced to
stop at the ambush site, the PDF group said.

All PDF fighters escaped from the area without any casualties despite some regime forces from
the vehicle randomly opening fire.

Five regime forces killed in PDF mine attacks in Sagaing

At least five regime troops were killed in Monywa Township, Sagaing Region on Sunday when
PDF-South Monywa and Soldier Dogs Killer Hunters group jointly used land mines to ambush an
express vehicle and a small vehicle carrying regime troops from Mandalay to Monywa.

The PDF groups ambushed the junta vehicles from two locations on the Monywa-Mandalay
Highway.

In the second attack, the express vehicle stopped and regime forces from the vehicle randomly
opened fire on nearby areas.

Family of eight resistance informants rescued in Sagaing

Local resistance group Snake Eyes-PDF claimed it and other PDF forces managed to rescue a
family of eight resistance informants from the village of The Lone in Shwebo Township, Sagaing
Region on Sunday.
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The village is under the control of regime forces and pro-regime Pyu Saw Htee militia members.
The family of resistance informants were providing information to resistance groups about the
movement of regime forces and junta atrocities in the village.

The PDF group also said two pro-regime militia members were injured when they attacked
regime forces chasing the fleeing eight villagers.

Nine regime forces killed in Magwe

Improvised mines made by Myaing-PDF in Magwe Region / Myaing-
PDF

At least nine regime forces including pro-regime Pyu Saw Htee militia
members are believed to have been killed when two PDF groups used 12
improvised mines to ambush a military vehicle between the pro-regime
villages of Twinma and Thayatkan in Myaing Township, Magwe Region on
Monday.

. The damaged vehicle was taken away by another military vehicle.

SR : fk On Saturday, the PDF groups also used mines to ambush pro-regime
m|I|tary members from Twinma who were firing weapons while patrolling around the village. In
the attack, a militia member and another junta policeman were injured, the PDF groups said.

Six junta forces killed in mine ambush in Mandalay

At least six regime forces were killed and seven others injured in Myingyan Township, Mandalay Region
on Tuesday when the PDF group Nagarni Guerrilla Force (Myingyan) used 15 improvised mines to
ambush three military vehicles near the Myotha industrial zone, the resistance group claimed.

The military convoy was ambushed while it was traveling to a junta-run school in a village to
perform security duty for a student festival.

A PDF video shows the convoy being hit by several blasts. After the ambush, killed or injured
soldiers were taken away in three ambulances.

The regime vehicles returned to their base after the ambushes.
Resistance leader, 65, killed in clash in Tanintharyi

The funeral of a 65-year-old resistance fighter in Dawei
Township / DGRF

Local resistance group Dawei Guerrilla Revolutionary Force
(DGRF) said that a 65-year-old military strategist of their
force who was also the head of Oak Awe Column Dawei was
killed during a firefight with regime forces in Dawei
Township, Tanintharyi Region on Saturday.
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Junta soldier, pro-regime militia member assassinated in Tanintharyi

A military weapon and ammunition seized by PDF groups
from killed soldiers in Launglon Township on Monday /
LLPDF

Launglone PDF claimed to have killed a soldier and injured
another in a village in Launglon Township, Tanintharyi

O » Region on Monday when it attacked a group of junta
personnel collecting voter lists for the regime’s coming sham election.

In the attack, weapons and ammunition were seized.

The PDF group said it also assassinated pro-regime militia member Ko Kyaw Lwin, a former
soldier who had been armed by regime forces, in the town of Launglon on the same day. The
victim, who was also a junta informant, had cooperated with the military detachments to raid
villages, Launglone PDF said.

Military battalion bombed in Bago

A junta soldier was killed in Nyaunglaypin Township, Bago Region on Tuesday morning when
troops of Bago District PDF Battalion 3702 used two M79 bombs to attack the military base
there, said Bago Regional PDF.

The bombs exploded in front of the house of the battalion commander. On the same day, the
PDF group also blew up two bridges mainly used by military battalions in the township.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/over-60-myanmar-junta-forces-
killed-in-four-days-of-resistance-attacks.html

Stranded Myanmar Refugees Seek Answers in Thailand

January 11, 2023 | Ingyin Naing

FILE - Displaced people from Myanmar live under a
makeshift tent along the Thai side of the Moei River in
Mae Sot, Thailand, Feb. 7, 2022.

Myanmar refugees have been trapped in Thailand for
more than a year waiting to be released for travel to third
countries. According to NGOs assisting the refugees, there
are around 1,100 people who have been approved for resettlement in the United States and
other countries but haven’t been allowed to leave Thailand.
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These people have received refugee status from the U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees in
Thailand. They are receiving assistance from the International Organization for Migration,
which has placed the refugees in temporary housing pending their release to leave the country.

However, after more than a year, “it feels like we are in prison,” said Kalayar, a refugee trapped
in Thailand. She agreed to be identified by only one name because of her security concerns in
Thailand. It has been more than a year since she and her family were put in a hotel, called a
safe house, in Mae Sot, a town on the Thai-Myanmar border.

A former political prisoner, Kalayar, 53, was sentenced to seven years in prison in 1995 by a
previous military junta for her political activities. After her release, she became a freelance
journalist. When the military launched a coup in February 2021 and cracked down on protests
and media organizations, she hid inside the country for months before she and her family
escaped to Thailand in September 2021.

She told VOA by Zoom that the family has been staying at the safe house since November 1,
2021.

“On March 23, 2022, we received the approval letter from the U.S. government to settle in the
United States as refugees,” she said, explaining that her family then completed all required
medical examinations and vaccinations by the end of April. “So, the steps we must take to enter
the United States have been completed.”

But Kalayar and her family still don’t know why they’re not yet allowed to depart Thailand.

“We heard that the Thai government has upheld the release of refugees,” she said. “It is
restricted by the Thai government, but we don’t know why.”

FILE - This photo taken Dec. 16, 2021, by Metta Charity
shows people from Myanmar who fled a surge in violence,
sitting in lines as they are processed in Mae Tao Phae, in
Thailand's Mae Sot district.

Kalayar reached out to the IOM and the Resettlement
Support Center, a U.S. organization responsible for
processing refugee cases, but neither one provided a clear answer about the travel restriction.

VOA has yet to receive responses to inquiries filed with both organizations.

“It feels like we are being kept in a zoo,” Kalayar told VOA. “The IOM provides three meals, but
the food is not good. Yet we are not given a choice — we have to eat it or nothing. We are not
allowed to leave the hotel courtyard. There is no income. Being a refugee, we are not allowed
to work in Thailand.”

Kalayar also said she and fellow refugees are without health care and risk arrest if they venture
outside the safe house seeking treatment at their own expense.

Page 14 of 47



“If we get sick, we have to ask for help online from friends who are doctors,” she said. “It's as if
these doctors are guessing and giving prescriptions. Medicines cannot be bought outside. So we
asked the staff at the hotel to help us buy the medicine prescribed by the doctors.”

Neither of her children has been able to attend school since the coup.

VOA inquiries to the U.S. Embassy in Bangkok were referred to the U.N. refugee agency, which
the embassy officials described as “the agency primarily responsible for registration of refugee
status and referrals for resettlement.”

The U.S. State Department in Washington did not immediately provide any explanation for the
delay.

Morgane Roussel-Hemery of UNHCR’s office in Thailand told VOA that the Thai government
possesses sole authority to decide who is eligible for international departures.

Thai officials have not yet responded to queries filed by VOA by phone.

Duncan McArthur, acting executive director of the Border Consortium, a Bangkok-based NGO
that provides food, clothing and support for an estimated 87,000 Myanmar refugees scattered
across nine camps in western Thailand, could only speculate about the travel restrictions.

He said Thai government officials might be “scared of creating a pull factor for democracy
activists and other people to come to Thailand as a steppingstone to go to third countries.”

Thailand currently hosts more than 95,000 refugees, primarily from Myanmar, though the
country is not party to the 1951 Refugee Convention and has no specific domestic legal
framework for protection of urban refugees and asylum-seekers.

According to McArthur, “we estimate ... over 20,000 people have fled into Thailand from fear of
political persecution since the coup from urban areas. ... About half of them, 11,000, have
contacted UNHCR.”

Thailand is quite strict on new arrivals coming into Thailand but is trying to be pragmatic, he
said. “They're trying to not create any more instability than there already is. They're trying to
find their way best to deal with it, which we might not necessarily agree with but you can
understand from their perspective.”

Myanmar refugees like Kalaya hope the U.S. and other Western countries that have accepted
them for resettlement will reach an agreement with the Thai government to allow them to
depart as soon as possible.

“We don't know for sure who is stopping us from leaving and why it cannot be resolved. We
still have many questions,” Kalayar said.

According to McArthur, “that's going to take some negotiation and advocacy and some
reassurance to the Thai government that it's not going to create a pull factor for other
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opportunistic people, this kind of thing. So that's going to take some negotiation to try to
reassure them that that's not going to happen.”

https://www.voanews.com/a/stranded-myanmar-refugees-seek-answers-in-thailand-
/6914924 .html

NLD parliamentarians arrested in pre-dawn Myanmar military raid on Magway Township
village

‘All | saw was us running, and the military chasing us, firing guns,’ says a survivor of a series
of junta raids

Maung Shwe Wah | Published on Jan 11, 2023

Tun Tun and Win Win, NLD parliamentarians arrested in the
Pwintbyu Township raid on January 8 (Facebook)

Two deposed National League for Democracy (NLD)
parliamentarians hiding from the junta’s forces in Magway
Region were among nearly 30 people arrested by the military this
week from an area located at the confluence of the Ayeyarwady
River and the Mone Chaung, a local stream.

Before dawn on Sunday, more than 100 regime troops began raiding Shar Taw in eastern
Pwintbyu Township, shooting rifles and forcing residents out of their homes, according to a
man who escaped the assault.

During the attack, Tun Tun, Pwintbyu’s elected NLD MP, and Win Win, a legislator for
neighbouring Minbu, were apprehended by the soldiers along with one of the NLD’s officers for
Salin Township, Phoe Kyaw.

Taken with Win Win were his wife and three children, the youngest of whom is four years old,
the local man said, adding that at the time of reporting, it was not known where they were
being held.

“We all started to flee in different directions when we realised that we had been surrounded,”
he told Myanmar Now. “Win Win’s family was captured first, then Tun Tun. | was running
between the two of them and | was one of the only ones who managed to escape as the
military emptied one magazine [of ammunition] after another.”

In addition to the two MPs, the family members, and the NLD officer, two villagers—Maung
Nyo and Ko Tun—were also detained for sheltering them.

“[The junta troops] tortured the people they captured very badly. The victims were blindfolded
and were beaten with rifle butts and were kicked with military boots,” the local man explained.
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“They threatened to torch the villages in the area, so the people had no choice but to flee, even
though it’s now harvest time. | don’t even know how the villagers managed to escape. All | saw
was us running and the military chasing us, firing guns.”

While the majority of the raiding soldiers left the area after apprehending the NLD personnel, a
small occupying force remained in Shar Taw for at least three days.

Several more locals in hiding were arrested by these soldiers while attempting to escape the
village, including 15 civilians on Monday and three striking education staff on Tuesday.

One of the detained MPs, Tun Tun, was previously charged with incitement and arrested in an
earlier raid in March 2021, one month after the coup that ousted the NLD government. He
managed to escape, but the military proceeded to capture his wife and niece in late April that
year, charging them with terrorism and sentencing them to 15 years in prison.

https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/nld-parliamentarians-arrested-in-pre-dawn-myanmar-
military-raid-on-magway-township-village

Myanmar Regime Begins Compiling Voter Lists for Planned Election
By HEIN HTOO ZAN | 11 January 2023

Myanmar’s junta began forcibly gathering household registrations on Monday in preparation
for a national election that has been denounced both at home and abroad as a fake exercise to
cement military rule.

The junta announced the census will be conducted nationwide until Jan. 31 but didn’t openly
say it would be used to compile voter lists for its planned August election.

Village, tract and ward administration bodies in Yangon townships started collecting
registrations to verify the number of residents in each ward on Jan. 9.

“Today [Jan. 10], they abruptly announced it with loudspeakers and summoned the people to
submit name lists [at collection points],” said U Tin, a Kyauktada township resident.

One resident from each household had to submit their registration paper along with a list of
any guests at a temporary street-corner booth, he explained.

The regime’s poll has been denounced as a sham by Myanmar’s parallel civilian government,
other revolutionary forces, and democracies around the world.

In Myanmar, the election is widely viewed as the regime’s attempt to tighten its grip on power
following last year’s coup while the US and UN said it would be neither free nor fair.

“Of course, they will just make the election happen, but the whole thing is laughable. What will
they [junta authorities] do if we don’t go and vote? They are completely ridiculous,” U Tin said.
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The civilian National Unity Government (NUG)’s Home Affairs and Immigration Ministry warned
on Jan 9 it will take action under the counter-terrorism law against anyone who joins junta
efforts to hold an illegitimate election.

“The junta led by Min Aung Hlaing is compiling voter lists with door-to-door data collections
over 23 days, from Jan 9 to Jan 31. In some places, administrative bodies and immigration
officers, the stooges of the military council, started forcibly collecting population and household
registration lists on Jan 7,” the NUG statement said.

Armed resistance groups around the country have released similar warnings.

The Chin Defence Force in Hakha township (CDF-Hakha) today declared it will not permit the
regime to hold an election on its territory.

“We will not allow the terrorist military council, which is killing innocent people, to conduct
elections in Hakha Township and we view anyone who participates or collaborates in
preparations for the junta election as an enemy worthy of strong action,” the CDF-Hakha
statement said.

Despite the warnings, regime administration bodies continue to collect data for voter lists. The
collection process began in the administrative capital on December 30, according to a Facebook
post by the junta-appointed Naypyitaw Council.

It said teams of Immigration Department officials have been knocking on doors to gather names
of voting-age residents.

“Whether they are collecting or not, | will not vote. | can’t accept it. The election was already
held,” said Hlaing township resident Ko Lat, referring to the 2020 polls which the National
League for Democracy (NLD) won by a landslide. The regime began collecting household lists in
Hlaing yesterday.

“They may force people to vote, but the people will also try their best not to,” he added.

Resistance groups in Launglone township, Tanintharyi Region were the first to respond with
arms when the nationwide census officially launched on Monday.

A team of administrators being guarded by junta troops were attacked as they prepared to
collect household data at a primary school in Kamyaw Kin village, Launglone Township.

Launglone Peoples Defense Force and Dawei Guerrilla Revolutionary Force (DGRF) today
claimed responsibility for the attack, saying they had killed one junta soldier and seized an AK-
47 rifle and ammunition.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-regime-begins-compiling-voter-lists-for-
planned-election.html
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ASEAN chair Indonesia to set up special envoy office on Myanmar
Top Indonesian diplomat Retno Marsudi will head the office.
Pizaro Gozali Idrus and Dandy Koswaraputra for BenarNews | 2023.01.11 | Jakarta

A gardener trims plants in the courtyard of the Association
of Southeast Asian Nations secretariat building in Jakarta,
April 20, 2021. [Bay Ismoyo/AFP]

ASEAN chair Indonesia will set up a special envoy’s office
to deal with the post-coup crisis in Myanmar but not
allow that country to hold the regional bloc hostage,
Foreign Minister Retno Marsudi said Wednesday.

As holder of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations’ chairmanship for 2023, Indonesia
will work according to the five-point consensus, she said, referring to the bloc’s plan for
putting Myanmar back on a democratic path, but that analysts have called a failure.

“An Office of Special Envoy will be formed and headed by the Minister of Foreign Affairs,”
Retno said in a statement.

“[As] chair and in accordance with the mandate of the 5PC [five-point consensus], Indonesia
will make every effort to help Myanmar out of the political crisis. ... Only through
engagement with all stakeholders, can the 5PC mandate regarding facilitation for the
creation of a national dialogue be carried out.”

Indonesia will take steps based on the fundamental principles and values of the ASEAN
Charter, including adherence to the rule of law, good governance, as well as the principles of
democracy and constitutional government, Retno said.

The Myanmar military, which toppled an elected government on Feb. 1, 2021, reneged on
the consensus that it had “agreed to” in April that year. The agreement was meant to be a
roadmap that would take Myanmar back to peace and democracy.

The consensus called for an end to violence, the provision of humanitarian assistance, the
appointment of an ASEAN special envoy, all-party dialogue, and mediation by the envoy.

Many regional observers and analysts, as well as the previous foreign minister of Malaysia,
have said it was time to junk the consensus and devise a new plan that was time-bound and
included enforcement mechanisms.

However on Monday, Indonesian President Joko “Jokowi” Widodo and Malaysian Prime
Minister Anwar Ibrahim said the five-point consensus was the best route to resolving the
crisis in Myanmar.
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“l and the President [Jokowi] agree that the ASEAN-approved process, especially the
implementation of the 5PC, is the best place to seek a peaceful settlement in Myanmar,”
Anwar said during a meeting with the Indonesian leader in Bogor.

Since the coup, the Burmese junta has carried out a widespread campaign of torture,
arbitrary arrests and attacks that target civilians, the United Nations and human rights
groups have said.

More than 2,700 people have been killed and More than 17,000 have been arrested in
Myanmar, according to the Thailand-based Assistance Association for Political Prisoners.

Indonesian Foreign Minister Retno Marsudi (right) looks on
as Cambodian Foreign Minister Prak Sokhonn speaks during
the Special ASEAN Foreign Ministers’ Meeting at the ASEAN
secretariat general building in Jakarta, Oct. 27, 2022.
[Handout/ASEAN/AFP]

Meanwhile, much is expected from Indonesia as ASEAN
chair, especially in resolving the crisis in Myanmar, but
analysts say that little will change unless Jakarta spearheads a hardline collective stance

against the Burmese junta.

Indonesia is aware of the burden on the 10-member bloc, especially over the situation in
Myanmar, and acknowledges that little progress has been made in implementing the five-
point consensus.

“ASEAN is disappointed,” Retno said.

“Despite all the efforts of the chair and all ASEAN member countries, the implementation of
the 5PC by the Myanmar military junta has not made significant progress.”

But Indonesia, which is ASEAN’s largest member, would not let that define the regional bloc,
Retno noted.

“Indonesia’s chairmanship will also ensure that building the ASEAN community will remain a
key focus,” she said.

“The issue of Myanmar will not be allowed to hold hostage the process of strengthening the
ASEAN community development.”

A stable Indo-Pacific

Peace and stability in the Indo-Pacific will be another area of focus for Indonesia as this
year’s ASEAN chair, Retno said.
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In September, she signaled that ASEAN would not be a pawn in a “new Cold War,” referring
to tensions between the United States and China, whose rivalry is playing out in the
Southeast Asian region.

“Many countries have an Indo-Pacific concept. This is where a synergy is needed, so that the
various concepts will not exacerbate the rivalry,” Retno said.

“Indonesia will continue to emphasize that the Indo-Pacific must be approached not only
from a security aspect, but also from an inclusive economic development aspect.”

The centrality of ASEAN must be strengthened in order to be able to maintain peace,
stability, prosperity in Southeast Asia and the Indo-Pacific, Retno said.

“For this reason, the implementation of AOIP will be a big step in implementing the priorities
of the Indonesian chair,” Retno said, referring to the ASEAN Outlook on the Indo-Pacific.

“A peaceful and stable Indo-Pacific region, respect for international law, and inclusive
cooperation are the keys for ASEAN to become the epicentrum of growth.”

BenarNews is an RFA_affiliated news service

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/myanmarseaasean-01112023142741.html

Assets Belonging to Myanmar Junta Chief’s Children Among Items Seized From Arms Broker
in Bangkok

By THE IRRAWADDY | 11 January 2023

The discovery of bankbooks and the title document of a luxury condominium owned by the
adult children of Myanmar junta chief Min Aung Hlaing among items confiscated during the
arrest of a Myanmar crony arms broker in Bangkok in September spotlights the link between
him and the regime chief’s family. At the same time, it reveals that Min Aung Hlaing’s family has
used Thailand as a location to squirrel away their assets.

Based on the seizure records, Justice for Myanmar (JFM), a covert activist group tracking the
junta’s businesses, said that among the items confiscated from arms broker Tun Min Latt was
the title document of a four-bedroom condo worth nearly USS$1 million in the Belle Rama 9
complex belonging to Min Aung Hlaing’s son Aung Pyae Sone.

Other items include two Siam Commercial Bank passbooks belonging to Khin Thiri Thet Mon,
Min Aung Hlaing’s daughter.

Myanmar national Tun Min Latt, 53, and three of his associates were arrested in dawn raids in
Bangkok on Sept. 17 and indicted on Dec. 13 on drug trafficking, money laundering and
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transnational organized crime charges. Over 200 million baht ($5.4 million) worth of drugs and
other items were confiscated from them, the Thai police said.

Dr. Tun Min Latt runs the Star Sapphire Group of companies, which brokered imports of Israeli
reconnaissance drones and aircraft parts for the Myanmar Air Force, according to sources.

Star Sapphire Group is partnered with two military-owned business conglomerates — Myanma
Economic Holdings Ltd (MEHL) and Myanmar Economic Corporation (MEC) — in numerous
ventures, sources said.

Min Aung Hlaing grabbed power from the country’s elected National League for Democracy
(NLD) in 2021 and his rule has faced nationwide resistance. He has responded by ordering air
strikes and the torching of villages while killing more than 2,600 people, mostly anti-regime
activists.

Min Aung Hlaing and his two children are sanctioned by the US and Canada. The junta chief has
maintained a close personal relationship with Thai Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha

JFM said that Thai authorities have not seized the assets of Aung Pyae Sone and Khin Thiri Thet
Mon, despite evidence linking them to Tun Min Latt’s alleged criminal activities.

The group said that while the junta continues waging its campaign of terror against the people
of Myanmar, the families of junta members are hiding their stolen assets offshore, as they
benefit from the military’s genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity.

JFM spokesperson Yadanar Maung urged Thai authorities to “seize the assets of Aung Pyae
Sone and Khin Thiri Thet Mon and investigate whether they have benefited from the proceeds
of crime, and to block junta members, their families and enablers from accessing Thai banks
and purchasing assets in Thailand.”

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/assets-belonging-to-myanmar-junta-chiefs-children-
among-items-seized-from-arms-broker-in-bangkok.html
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