PEACE Info (January 10, 2023)

How Myanmar’s coup has left thousands in Yangon homeless

Myanmar Junta Continues to Target Women and Children: NUG

Myanmar’s Revolutionary Forces Prepare to go on the Offensive

Myanmar Junta Troops Burn Nearly 150 Houses in Sagaing

KIA, PDF Fight Military In Htigyaing

Myanmar Junta Battalion Commander ‘Among Casualties’ in Karen State Battles
Myanmar junta suffers heavy losses in KNLA-PDF attacks on bases in Karen State

More than 20 soldiers deserted the Junta’s military camp in Taunggyi district Shan state
bringing their weapons with them

MNDAA: Beating a bold revolutionary path to fulfill the people’s aspirations?

UWSP only listens to the junta’s discussion on elections and constitutional reform; it makes
no comments

With no consensus on constitutional amendments, peace will remain elusive

Myanmar Junta Revokes Pardon for Freed Australian Economist Sean Turnell

Indonesia, Malaysia agree to strengthen Asean, urge Myanmar to implement peace plans
US’s NDAA prompts soldiers to join CDM
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How Myanmar’s coup has left thousands in Yangon homeless

Like its predecessors, the current regime has razed entire neighbourhoods to punish
opponents and reward those it deems loyal

Myanmar Now | Published on Jan 10, 2023

A Buddha statue left inside a house is seen in November 2022
after the military evicted residents of the neighbourhood
(Myanmar Now)

For Zin Mar, a woman in her 50s who has lived her entire life
in a north Yangon neighbourhood now tucked away behind

one of the city’s most expensive luxury housing projects, the
world as she knew it ended on the morning of November 19.

“It was like an apocalypse when they bulldozed our homes,” she said, describing the events of
that day.

It was shortly after dawn, at around 6am, that the soldiers—at least 100 of them—arrived.
Residents were given half an hour to collect their belongings and leave before the demolition of
some 100 homes behind the Min Dhamma housing complex began.

“Some people fainted, and some who had health issues had to be taken to a clinic after they
suffered acute attacks,” Zin Mar* recalled.

Three days earlier, junta troops came to tell residents that they had no right to be there. They
tried to force them to sign forms acknowledging that they were squatters, but most refused.

Like many others living in this small, working-class neighbourhood near the intersection of Min
Dhamma and Aung Theik Hti roads, Zin Mar’s family had been there for generations. It had
once been farmland, of which her ancestors had acquired a modest plot more than 80 years
ago. The property had been in the family’s name ever since and she had the papers to prove it,
she said.

But none of that mattered now, as the bulldozers erased not just the homes that occupied the
land, but also their owners’ claim to it.

A neighbourhood in Yangon's Mingladon Township is seen in
November 2022 (Myanmar Now)

Before the military seized power in a coup nearly two years
ago, developers had offered her family 500 million kyat
(5240,000) for their 5,000 square foot home. They refused to
sell, however, feeling that they couldn’t leave a place that had
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meant so much to them. The sight of it all being reduced to rubble in a matter of minutes left
them heartbroken.

“They don’t care how we feel. They just do as they please,” she said sadly.
Homeless within half an hour

Tens of thousands of homes have been destroyed all over Myanmar as part of the military’s
campaign to crush resistance to its rule. The greatest devastation has been inflicted on anti-
regime strongholds in rural Sagaing Region and other relatively remote areas. But many major
urban centres have also witnessed scenes of wholesale destruction.

In the cities, however, the junta has been motivated by more than just a desire to punish its
opponents. At a time when it is facing attack from almost all sides, the military has been careful
to maintain unity within its ranks. And it has done this in part by granting land permits to high-
ranking officers.

Two regime soldiers are seen in a residential area in
Mingladon Township in November 2022 (Myanmar Now)

“This is the kind of special privilege that the top generals
often bestow on those who cooperate and get along well
with them,” said Htet Myat, a former army captain who
defected from the military after the coup.

In many cases, however, the land that is granted is
already occupied, often by thousands of people. Myanmar Now estimates that in the closing
months of last year, as many as 60,000 Yangon residents were forced into homelessness by
moves to claim real estate that is now the property of regime loyalists.

This is not the first time that this has happened. The regime that crushed the 1988 pro-
democracy uprising also forcibly evicted thousands of people from an area between Pyay and
Insein roads, turning it into a high-end residential zone. The houses that were destroyed behind
Min Dhamma Road in November were the last vestiges of that old neighbourhood.

A residential area in Yangon’s South Dagon Township
destroyed by regime soldiers is seen in November 2022
(Myanmar Now)

Khin Hla, 74, can recount the history of the area in detail.
She was born and raised there, and had recently built a
new house on the property she inherited from her
parents, hoping to leave it to her children and

grandchildren.
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“I built the house so my children would have somewhere to live after | die. But you can see how
it was turned into a pile of garbage within half an hour,” she said, wiping away her tears.

Now, all 20 members of her family were homeless, she said.
Bitter silence

Win Htay, 54, was a newcomer to Yangon. He came to the city, where his wife and children
were already living, only after his health, and his agribusiness in Ayeyarwady Region’s
Lemyethna Township, failed. The family lived in a small house in a remote corner of the city,
between Pyay Road and No. 3 Road in Mingaladon Township, while Win Htay sought treatment
for his illness.

Somehow they managed, at least until soldiers arrived one morning in mid-November. The day
had started well, with fine weather, as the monsoon season retreated and the cooler, more
comfortable months of winter began. But when the order came to leave by November 18, Win
Htay’s hopes for a better future were shattered.

Already depressed and in poor health, he became even more despondent. He stopped eating
and then, on the morning of November 19, he hanged himself from an almond tree in front of
his house.

His adult son rushed to the scene when he heard the news of his father’s death. But the sight of
the lifeless body hanging from the tree stopped him in his tracks.

“I couldn’t bear to see him in that condition. | only glanced at him once from a distance, but |
couldn’t get any closer,” he said.

He refused, however, to speak out against the military for its role in ending his father’s life.

“l don’t want to say anything about the army. | will keep the words in my heart,” he said
bitterly.

Since the coup, at least 1,000 other families have lost their homes in Mingaladon Township,
displaced by junta troops and bulldozers sent to clear some 500 acres of land that, until
recently, had been occupied by long-established communities.

A neighbourhood in Yangon's South Dagon Township
destroyed by the military is seen in early December 2022
(Myanmar Now)

Asked about this situation in March of last year, the junta’s
spokesperson, Maj-Gen Zaw Min Tun, told RFA news that the
removal of “squatters” was a matter of restoring the rule of
law. Since then, the regime has only accelerated its efforts to
seize more land within Myanmar’s cities.
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Ongoing struggle

According to Tun Myint, an MP from Myanmar’s ousted ruling party, the National League for
Democracy, every coup leader since Ne Win, who seized power in 1962, has followed the same
practice of displacing civilians from property of economic or strategic value.

“In 1962, many properties were nationalized. The lives and livelihoods of the people were
destroyed. It was the same in 1988, and it is the same now,” he said.

For some, it is a fate that they have had to suffer repeatedly.

Tracy, a 36-year-old activist, was just a toddler when her family’s home near Yangon
University’s Hlaing Campus was demolished in the wake of the 1988 uprising. But she was old
enough to remember how their new home, near the Bayinnaung bridge in Mayangon
Township, was similarly destroyed in 1996 after another period of unrest.

| The homes of Tracy and other residents of her
neighbourhood after they were destroyed by the military
(Supplied)

This memory left a lasting mark on her mind, and made
her determined to have a home of her own one day. It
was not long before the 2021 coup that she finally achieved her goal. But once again, her dream
of stability was destroyed when heavily armed soldiers arrived in her neighbourhood on
November 30, 2022, and ordered all of its residents to leave.

Within half an hour, her two-storey house in Mayangon—built with her hard-earned savings—
was flattened by bulldozers, along with the homes of all her neighbours.

“It was like my whole life was destroyed. | know | can start over, but | worked so hard to reach
this stage. It took me 20 years of struggling to get this far in my life,” she said.

But for now, Tracy’s desire to rebuild her life has taken a back seat to a different struggle—one
that aims to remove the cause of her country’s troubles once and for all.

“The more they do this, the more the public will hate them. People like me who have always
hated the military now hate them twice as much. We will fight the dictators, no matter how
difficult it is,” she said.

*Names have been changed to protect the identities of those displaced by junta evictions

https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/how-myanmars-coup-has-left-thousands-in-yangon-
homeless
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Myanmar Junta Continues to Target Women and Children: NUG
By THE IRRAWADDY | 10 January 2023

At least 265 children and 414 women have been killed by Myanmar’s regime since the 2021
coup, according to the Ministry of Women, Youths and Children Affairs of the civilian National
Unity Government (NUG).

The NUG’s ministry reported this week that 13 percent of the victims are female and nearly 9
percent are under-18s, including infants.

It said in the resistance stronghold of Sagaing Region, where regime troops and Pyu Saw Htee
militia allies conduct regular arson attacks on civilian homes, 92 under-18s and 171 women had
been killed.

Magwe, Mandalay and Yangon regions also reported high numbers of deaths of children and
women.

The regime has been deliberately and relentlessly committing widespread atrocities against
civilians, including torture, massacres, burning alive, using civilians as human shields, aerial
bombing and shelling residential areas and looting and burning houses, which United Nations
representatives have called war crimes and crimes against humanity.

Around 2,711 people had been killed by the regime by December 7 last year, while more than
17,000 people, including government leaders, have been detained, reported the Assistance
Association for Political Prisoners that monitors the junta.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-continues-to-target-women-and-
children-nug.html

Myanmar’s Revolutionary Forces Prepare to go on the Offensive
By YUZANA | 10 January 2023

Myanmar’s resistance forces have evolved into a People’s Army over the past year. Now, as
2023 starts, the resistance is preparing to speed up the revolution and go on the offensive to
hammer the junta.

It has been almost two years of resistance since the Myanmar military seized power on
February 1, 2021. The revolution started with homemade rifles in Kalay Town in Sagaing Region
in late March 2021, when regime troops crushed an anti-coup protest camp. From Kalay, armed
resistance spread across the whole country.

The parallel National Unity Government (NUG) organized resistance forces nationwide into the
People’s Defense Forces (PDF) three months after the coup. There are now more than 300 PDF
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battalions, according to the NUG, while there are still some resistance forces that operate
independently. Moreover, there were around 401 Local Defense Forces (LDF) as of April 2022.

Currently, resistance forces are fighting the military regime in northern Kachin State, western
Chin State, eastern Kayah State, southeastern Karen State, the central Anyar region — which
comprises Mandalay, Sagaing and Magwe regions — and southern Tanintharyi Region.

PDF goals for 2023

PDFs leaders are planning to change the mission and fighting strategy of the resistance this year
in order to bring a successful end to the revolution. After beginning the revolution with
homemade weapons, the PDFs are preparing to go on the offensive.

Ko Tay Zar, a spokesperson for Moe Nyo Revolution Force, said that the revolution must be
completed in 2023 because the public are very tired. Moreover, PDF fighters want to reunite
with their families also.

“The whole country must be liberated this year,” Ko Tay Zar told The Irrawaddy.

For that reason, special commando training has been given to resistance forces. Furthermore,
PDF leaders in resistance strongholds have already stockpiled arms and ammunition for 2023 in
advance.

“We are determined to fight until the end. But if we get (international) assistance like from the
United States, the revolution will be successful quickly,” a spokesperson for Yesagyo Yaylaekyun
Guerrilla Force told The Irrawaddy.

The NUG, ethnic armed organizations and revolutionary forces have issued statements to speed
up the revolution and topple the military dictatorship in 2023. The acting president of the NUG,
Duwa Lashi La, said in his New Year’s speech that 2023 will mark the turning point in the war
against military rule and called for continuous revolution.

Three members of the Northern Alliance — the Ta’ang National Liberation Army, the Arakan
Army and the Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army —announced that they will continue
to do what needs to be done to fight the military dictatorship.

General N’ Ban La, the chair of the Kachin Independence Organization, the political wing of the
powerful Kachin Independence Army which is fighting the regime, also stated in his New Year’s
speech that the Myanmar military is the enemy of the entire people and that the enemy must

be attacked.

Some PDFs in ethnic regions and central Myanmar were able to control some of their areas last
year after fierce fighting. They will try and expand their control this year.
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Chin State

Chin National Army cadets at a graduation parade. /
Chinland Information Center

Chin State is a hotbed of armed resistance against the
junta and is home to at least 27 armed groups, formed by
mostly young people from different backgrounds,
according to the Chinland Joint Defense

Committee. Clashes between the Myanmar military and
ethnic Chin resistance groups are taking place in Mindat,
Kanpetlet, Hakha, Thantlang, Paletwa and Matupi townships in Chin State.

All of these townships, except for the towns themselves, are controlled by the resistance,
according to the Chin Defence Force (Kanpetlet).

A representative of Chin Defense Force (Mindat) said that they have already prepared a plan for
2023 to attack the regime’s military bases, and have presented it to their allies and the NUG.

The representative said that even though most of Chin State is now under the control of
revolutionary groups, the entire revolution was not yet successful. If the revolution is to be
more successful, the NUG should give more leadership and support to revolutionary groups at
the grassroots level.

“If the NUG provides us with arms and ammunition, we can really expand the liberated areas
and help and fight for other regions until those areas are liberated,” the representative told The
Irrawaddy.

Anyar Region (central Myanmar)

The Anyar region has suffered the most from the regime’s arson attacks. Over 70 per cent of
junta arson attacks have taken place in central Myanmar, the stronghold of the resistance
movement.

It is estimated that there are 15,000 PDF and 20,000 LDF fighters in Anyar alone, according to a
report by the Tagaung Institute of Political Studies.

U Myat Ko, a representative of the Chindwin Yoma Allied Forces, said that they plan to attack in
order to take control of townships in 2023. Chindwin Yoma Allied Forces comprises 24
resistance groups in Sagaing Region with 4,000 members, who are fighting the regime in
Sagaing, Mandalay and Magwe regions and Karen State.

Like other PDFs, Chindwin Yoma Allied Forces still lack enough weapons. However, they will use
homemade weapons in their missions. Their fighters have been given special commando
training since the end of last year.
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“Last year, we resisted the military offensive. Now, everything is ready to fight the military in
2023,” U Myat Ko told The Irrawaddy.

Moe Nyo Revolution Force is based in Sagaing’s Myinmu Township and has more than 200
fighters. 40 of them have received special commando training in order to step up their
missions. The Force has also changed its fighting tactics this year. It has conducted several
ambushes with mines on military convoys traveling the Sagaing-Myinmu Road. Now, they plan
to launch attacks as well as ambushes.

Currently, Moe Nyo Revolution Force has enough fighters and can produce all the weapons that
it needs.

Ko Tay Zar, spokesperson for Moe Nyo Revolution Force, told The Irrawaddy that they won't
retreat from confrontations anymore and will take the battle to junta forces.

The leader of Black God Guerilla Force said that they carried out at least 25 fighting missions
last year and are ready to cooperate with powerful resistance forces this year. Black God has
around 75 fighters and are based in Magwe’s Myaing Township.

“We want NUG officials to visit us on the ground and do everything they can to help us,” he told
The Irrawaddy.

Kayah State

A member of KNDF Battalion 5’s all-female unit seen during
weapons training.

Kayah State is a resistance stronghold with more than 15,000
fighters in at least 12 resistance groups fighting alongside the
Karenni Army, the armed wing of the Karenni National
Progressive Party. Among those groups, the Karenni
Nationalities Defense Force (KNDF), which is led by young
people, is the most powerful, with more than 7,000 members including female fighters.

KNDF and allied resistance groups conducted 341 battles last year and captured some Myanmar
military bases. During those battles, 797 regime soldiers were killed and 93 injured, according
to the KNDF.

Bo Kyaut Saung, the battalion commander of Moebye PDF, said that his group has reviewed
the experiences of last year and plans to speed up the fighting in 2023.

“There is a weakness in terms of strategy and ammunition. But our human strength and morale
are really strong. So we will be more effective in 2023 than last year,” Bo Kyaut Saung told The
Irrawaddy.
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The Karenni Revolution Union, which comprises six resistance forces, hope to be able to fight as
urban guerrillas to prevent the junta’s planned general election from going ahead in 2023.

Ko Lin Lin, a spokesperson for Karenni Revolution Union, said: “As we started our revolution as
urban guerillas, we want to continue that this year in order to control our territory.”

PDF requirements for 2023

NUG defense ministry officials met five People’s Defense
Force battalions based in Mandalay in January.

All the above PDFs said that their main weakness is a shortage
of weapons and ammunition. Some PDFs have received
support from the NUG, but it isn’t enough. Other PDFs have
not received any support from the NUG.

“We want to request the NUG to ensure that the flow of
weapons improves because there is little support as we are in the middle of Myanmar,” a
representative of Yesagyo Yaylaekyun Guerilla Force said.

Ko Lin Lin urged the NUG to provide revolutionary forces with weapons. “There are a lot of
armed groups in Karenni. So NUG officials need to interact with those forces,” he said.

PDF leaders also urged the NUG’s Ministry of Defense to organize more LDFs. They added that if
the resistance unites to fight, the revolution will be over quickly.

NUG defense minister U Yee Mon said in his New Year’s speech that the NUG and allied groups
are determined to achieve decisive results for the revolution this year and have drawn up a
one-year plan to implement that.

He added that they are planning to supply weapons to all PDF battalions as funding has already
exceeded expectations.

“There are good foundations needed if the revolution is to succeed in the second year of the
resistance,” said U Yee Mon.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/myanmars-revolutionary-forces-
prepare-to-go-on-the-offensive.html

Myanmar Junta Troops Burn Nearly 150 Houses in Sagaing
By THE IRRAWADDY | 10 January 2023

Around 150 houses were looted and burned by Myanmar junta forces in Myaung Township,
Sagaing Region, on Monday, according to resistance forces.
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On Saturday, around 100 troops and Pyu Saw Htee militia allies arrived by motorboat and
occupied Pan Nyo village at the confluence of the Ayeyarwady and Chindwin rivers, according
to the Civil Defense and Security Organization of Myaung resistance group.

“We didn’t attack while they were looting but we felt compelled to act when they started
torching houses. That stopped the whole village being burned down,” Ko Nway Oo of the
organization told The Irrawaddy on Tuesday.

Resistance forces from Myaung and Myinmu in Sagaing Region and Mandalay and Magwe
regions attacked the troops, forcing a retreat by motorboat. Loot was left piled on the
riverbank.

Two militia members were killed and there were no resistance casualties, Ko Nway Oo said. A
resident died in a burning house.

Around 150 of more than 800 village houses were burned down, he said.

Several thousand villagers from Pan Nyo and neighboring villages have fled their homes amid
ongoing regime shelling from across the Ayeyarwady.

In May last year, regime forces burned down 14 houses in Pan Nyo.

Faced with near-daily attacks, the junta continues to burn people alive, massacre civilians and
use civilians as human shields. It shells and carries out airstrikes on civilian areas and uses
sexual violence.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-troops-burn-nearly-150-villages-in-
sagaing.html

KIA, PDF Fight Military In Htigyaing

10th January 2023

The Kachin Independence Army (KIA), backed by the People’s
Defence Force (PDF), engaged in several days of fierce
fighting with the regime in Htigyaing Township, Sagaing
Region, with casualties on both sides.

According to a PDF fighter, the regime took huge losses
during the recent clashes from 8 to 9 December, after junta
soldiers razed people’s homes in the villages while patrolling the township a few days earlier.

“Soldiers carried injured soldiers on 7 stretchers as the column returned to Htigyaing town,” he
said. A KIA soldier and a PDF soldier were also killed in the fighting, he said, which began
between Alae Taw and Ingyin Kon and continued between Alae Taw and Htang Kon.

Page 12 of 66


https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-troops-burn-nearly-150-villages-in-sagaing.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-troops-burn-nearly-150-villages-in-sagaing.html

According to the PDF source, the column has since returned to Htigyaing town, but on the way
the soldiers burnt down roadside bamboo huts belonging to displaced civilians who had fled
their villages.

In the last week of November, the KIA and the PDF killed at least 10 regime soldiers, including a
lieutenant, in an attack in Alae Taw. The fighting displaced tens of thousands of people.

According to the Institute of Strategy and Policy Myanmar, 800,000 people have been displaced
and 900 clashes have taken place in the Sagaing Region since the coup almost two years ago
until 15 November.

https://kachinnews.com/2023/01/10/kia-pdf-fight-military-in-htigyaing/

Myanmar Junta Battalion Commander ‘Among Casualties’ in Karen State Battles
By THE IRRAWADDY |10 January 2023

Karen resistance forces say a regime battalion commander was among 45 junta soldiers
confirmed killed or wounded in coordinated attacks on three battalions in Kyainseikgyi
Township, Karen State last week.

At 4 am last Wednesday, the Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA) and three People’s
Defense Force groups raided Battalions 32, 283 and 284 stationed near the town of
Kyainseikgyi, the Red Dragon Column, which took part in the attack, said on Monday.

KNLA and allied PDF soldiers pose with weapons and
ammunition seized in a clash with junta forces in Kawkareik
Township, Karen State in late December. Photo — NUG’s
Southern Military Region Facebook.

The KNLA is the armed wing of the Karen National Union
(KNU).

e i Bic= Resistance forces managed to seize the battalions’ base and
torch the infantry barracks, some officers’ quarters and vehicles before they were forced to
retreat by junta airstrikes, the groups said.

A video released by the Cobra Column resistance group shows its fighters entering a military
battalion compound at the base as advance units secure the perimeter.

The commander of Infantry Battalion 284 was among 45 junta troops killed or wounded during
the nine-hour raid, according to Red Dragon Column.

The group said seven of its own troops were killed and 13 others wounded in the attack.
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The junta issued a statement claiming that resistance forces had only burned down abandoned
military buildings near the battalion base’s fence before retreating in the face of a
counterattack by regime soldiers and their families.

It added that regime troops had also seized bodies of resistance fighters, calling them terrorists,
along with weapons and ammunition. However, the statement made no mention of junta
military casualties. The wife of the Battalion 284 commander was reportedly seized by
resistance fighters but then escaped during the airstrikes.

KNLA and allied PDFS also killed 90 junta soldiers and allied Border Guard Forces (BGFs) in six
days of attacks from Dec. 31 to Jan. 5 on BGF outposts along the Phayathonsu road in
Kyainseikgyi Township, according to the Lion Battalion Commando Group, which coordinated
the attacks.

Resistance forces managed to seize two BGF outposts despite the regime retaliating with heavy
artillery and airstrikes. Nine resistance fighters were killed and 15 injured in the intense
fighting, said a resistance Special Operation Force that took part in the raids.

Meanwhile the KNU reports that between December 22 and 28, a total of 56 regime troops
were killed and 40 wounded in 11 clashes inside KNLA Brigade 6 territory.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-battalion-commander-among-
casualties-in-karen-state-battles.html

Myanmar junta suffers heavy losses in KNLA-PDF attacks on bases in Karen State

After reportedly suffering dozens of fatalities while defending their bases in Kyainseikgyi
Township, the military launches aerial and artillery attacks targeting resistance forces in the
area

Linn Htin / May Yu | Published on Jan 10, 2023

KNLA forces seen on the frontlines in June 2021 (Thierry
Falise/LightRocket via Getty Images)

At least 70 junta soldiers were killed last week in battles with
resistance fighters belonging to the Karen National
Liberation Army (KNLA) and the People’s Defence Force
(PDF) in southern Karen State, according to a KNLA officer.

For six days starting on January 1, the allied forces launched a series of assaults on junta bases
in Kyainseikgyi Township, which is located in the KNLA’s Brigade 6 territory, also known as
Dooplaya District. Targets of the attacks included two Border Guard Force (BGF) posts and one
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tactical base in Taung Soon village, near the Thai border, as well as sites manned by Infantry
Battalions 32, 283, and 284.

“At least 30 soldiers were killed during the attacks on the Kyainseikgyi junta bases, and at least
40 were killed during the assaults on the two BGF bases and the tactical base in Taung Soon,”
the KNLA officer said.

The officer, who requested to remain anonymous, claimed that 11 troops from the PDF-KNLA
alliance had also died in combat.

Myanmar Now was unable to independently verify the number of casualties on either side.

A spokesperson for the Lion Battalion Commando Special Force, which participated in the
battles as part of the anti-junta alliance, said that the resistance fighters were killed by
airstrikes and heavy artillery fire, which have both been frequently deployed by the military in
Kyainseikgyi and Kawkareik, which borders Kyainseikgyi to the north.

Padoh Saw Liston, Dooplaya District secretary for the Karen National Union (KNU)—the political
wing of the KNLA—said he was present when an Mi-35 junta combat helicopter bombed the
Karen administration’s local command office at around 10:30am on January 5.

“The toilet near the front office of the command was destroyed and a prisoner of war was
grazed in the back but there was no other damage,” Padoh Saw Liston said.

The KNU confirmed that there had been an aerial attack on the district command but did not
provide further details on the incident.

“Airstrikes have been more frequent in the entire state, and we believe the military even used
Su-30 aircraft during a bombing incident a few days ago,” said a KNLA officer.

The military regime has previously deployed Su-30 fighter jets, procured from Russia, against
ethnic armed organisations including the Kachin Independence Army in Kachin State.

The recent fighting between the junta and KNLA-PDF alliance occurred less than one month
after recent clashes in Kawkareik.

The military also bombed Kawkareik town from the air in October 2022 while fighting the KNLA
and their allies, and carried out aerial attacks on territory controlled by the KNU’s Brigade 1

in Bilin Township, Mon State, in April 2022, destroying some buildings but not causing
fatalities.

The military regime typically withholds detailed information on combat engagements or
casualties, but a junta-controlled newspaper claimed on January 4 that military forces had
successfully fought off attackers in Karen State townships including Kyainseikgyi, inflicting
heavy losses on the resistance.
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More than 20 soldiers deserted the Junta’s military camp in Taunggyi district Shan state
bringing their weapons with them

Published | Tuesday, January 10, 2023

Two dozen troops from the Military Council’s 508th Light
Infantry Battalion, based in Yat Sawk Township in Taunggyi
District, southern Shan State, fled with weapons and
ammunition according to a Shan Herald report.

. « A source close to Ba Htoo Battalion told Shan Herald, “We
heard that they ran away from the battalion, because they didn’t want to go to the frontline.
The families of married people in the battalion were strictly prohibited from going out. Among
those who deserted, some officers took their families with them. There were 24 people in total
including officers”, A source close to Ba Htoo Battalion told the Shan Herald.

Senior officers of the Military Council’s Ba Htoo Battalion have issued an order to search for the
soldiers and officers who fled with weapons, and the battalion’s entry and exit regulations have
been tightened.

In August some troops of the 508th Light Infantry Battalion went to the front-line and never
came back. Many family members have been emotionally affected, said a person close to the
battalion.

Since more than 20 soldiers and officers of the battalion have escaped and are missing, the
Military Council is currently using a large military force in the city of Yat Sawk, to interrogate
the people and search their accessories, locals said.

“ After the deserters ran away, drivers especially were closely questioned. They also searched
all baggage and goods thoroughly. Local people were subjected to more intense
interrogations,” a young man from Yat Sawk told Shan Herald.

The regional military command has deployed many forces in Yat Sawk and the search
continues.

https://www.bnionline.net/en/news/more-20-soldiers-deserted-juntas-military-camp-taunggyi-
district-shan-state-bringing-their
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MNDAA: Beating a bold revolutionary path to fulfill the people’s aspirations?
By Sai Wansai | January 10, 2023

One of the most welcoming news at the start of the new year in none other than the
graduation of Kokang or Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army (MNDAA) Ethnic
Nationalities’ Brigade 611.

Myanmar National Truth and Justice Party (MNTIJP) is the political wing of the MNDAA.

It has been formed in January 2022 and after a full year the over 1200 strong brigade is ready
for combat, to uproot the Burmese military junta and establish a genuine federal democratic
union, according to the various media reports recently.

The Kokang News Network on January 3 reported that at 9 a.m. January 1, the non-Kokangnese
611 Ethnic Nationalities’ (Taingyinthar) Brigade held a graduation ceremony at military training

ground attended by 1,229 soldiers, including officers, overseen by Yang Guanghua, deputy chief
of staff of the MNDAA.

The gathering first held a flag raising ceremony accompanied by the MNDAA anthem.
Subsequently, the deputy political commissar of the 611 Ethnic Nationalities’ Brigade made a
summary report on the training of new soldiers, and a comprehensive review of the training
and the work involved. Then Deputy Brigadier Zhao read out the general order in praise of the
outstanding cadre and the leaders of the gathering and issued certificates of honor to the
comrades who have preformed outstandingly.

After that the gun presentation ceremony was held where the recruits who have successfully
graduated were presented with necessary weapons, which was a military man’s ritual rite
taking on a mission, followed by all officers and soldiers taking oath to the revolutionary cause
in front of the gathering.

MNDAA troops at its Ethnic Nationalities Birgade 611.

The deputy brigade commander of the 611 Ethnic
Nationalities’ Brigade also delivered a speech at the
ceremony. First he congratulated the successful
completion of the training and acknowledged the
achievements made. Then, he put forward specific
requirements of strengthening unity, observing party discipline and military rules to strengthen
the organization. Emphasize was made that all officers and soldiers must earnestly implement
the guidelines and policies formulated by the Justice Party Central Committee and the Central
Military Commission, and to closely unite around the Party’s Central Committee with General
Secretary Peng Daxun as the core, and adhere to the party’s principle and military command.

Yang Guanghua, Deputy Chief of Staff of Allied Command, gave the final speech, where he
conveyed good wishes to all officers and soldiers on the occasion of three festive moments,
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namely the New Year, the founding day of 611 Brigade and the closing, graduation ceremony,
all in one. He stressed that the revolution is a long-term cause, so all officers and soldiers must
keep in mind their mission and never forget their original intention. As in the past, he said all
will continue to harbor firm belief in the revolution, prepare themselves for the long-term
revolutionary struggle, and jointly shoulder the historical burden to liberate the people of all
ethnic groups from the military dictatorship.

After the ceremony all officers and soldiers held a friendly volleyball match followed by a dinner
party ending the day in a beautiful festive atmosphere.

The 611 Ethnic Nationalities’ Brigade was founded on January 1, 2022, although the
establishment was relatively short, the personnel developed rapidly, and has gained the ability
to operate independently after military training, according to the Kokang News Network.

The Three Brotherhood link

While this might seem to be a sole undertaking of the MNDAA to play an important and extra-
ordinary role in the Spring Revolution, the Bamar People Liberation Army (BPLA) leader Maung
Saung Kha, whose outfit is also trained and armed by the MNDAA, explained to the Radio Free
Asia (RFA) in a recent interview that the military alliance Three Brotherhood, which is made up
of the Arakan Army (AA), Ta’ang National Liberation Army (TNLA) and MNDAA, are also
involved.

B MNDAA Ethnic Nationalities Brigade.

According to the RFA, Maung Saung Kha said that the
three alliance members have jointly conducted the
training, including training batch number 1, which is
Brigade 511, and batch number 2, the Brigade 611, with
about 1000 trainees, and have been fully equipped with

weapons.

In a query on the issue by RFA on January 4, Maung Saung Kha explained: “In reality, the three
Brotherhood Alliance was behind the Spring Revolution scene from the early stage. They didn’t
help every group in particular. They watch the (resistance) teams, if they can really do it and if
they really are willing to form an army. | think they are observing to see if they are conducting
revolution in an ought to be revolutionary way. After watching it, | think they might have
thought about training them in a place where weapons are easily available and equipping them
at once in the (future) war game. It’s not just us, there are at least 6 organizations like us here,
together with our alliance brothers, we are pondering and doing military exercises, training,
and cooperating together during the Spring Revolution on how to stand and fight together.”

“This was officially announced yesterday by the alliance, so | am also able to elaborate it too.
Actually, these matters are very difficult (sensitive) to make public. And one have no right to
talk about it. However, since the alliance has already spoken, we are also in a position to speak
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and explain on it accordingly within the given context. Definitely the second batch is over now.
We will continue to produce third batch and more batches and so on. A lot of (new) recruits will
be forthcoming. We are preparing to send the soldiers and those who have already completed
the training to the battlefield in the near future. Generally speaking, the situation now is more
visible to the public. | can roughly explain that the participation of the Three Brotherhood
Alliance in the Spring Revolution has been proven not by words but by deeds,” he added,
explaining the nature of sensitive information and the political posture of the Three
Brotherhood Alliance.

FPNCC dissolving or dividing different roles to play

Frankly speaking, the seven-member Federal Political Negotiation and Consultative Committee
(FPNCC) which are political alliance and made up of United Wa State Army (UWSA), National
Democratic Alliance Army (NDAA), Shan State Progressive Party (SSPP), Kachin Independence
Army (KIA), Ta’ang National Liberation Army (TNLA), Myanmar National Democratic Alliance
Army (MNDAA) and Arakan Army (AA), may either be in a state of dissolution or cleverly
dividing the different roles to play in the Myanmar’s political arena.

MNDAA gun presentation ceremony at Ethnic nationalities
Brigade.

For example the UWSA, NDAA or Mongla and SSPP are
actively involved in peace talks with the military junta. The
three have met the junta thrice already and the last is just
recently.

After the military leader invited the ethnic armed organizations to peace talks last April, the
UWSA delegation met on 30 May 2022, the NDAA Mongla group met for the first time on 4
June 2022, and the Shan State Progressive Party SSPP on 4 August 2022. In September 2022,
the leaders of these three groups and military leaders met for the second time in Naypyitaw. Lt.
Col. Sai Hsu said that the third meeting was held for 3 days from 5 to 7 January 2023.

Among other issues, the junta discussed with the three on holding of the general election
during the second half of this year reportedly. The outcome of the possible cooperation from
the three is unknown, although the SSPP said it wouldn’t be against it, with Mongla and UWSA
non-committal according to the reports.

The MNDAA is firmly in Spring Revolution camp training PDFs and even forming brigades to
fight the junta under its wing and in collaboration with its Three Brotherhood Alliance
members.

The KIA is also in league with the parallel National Unity Government (NUG) and particularly
more decisively after the junta in October last year made airstrikes in A Nang Pa, where about
more than 60 of civilians and KIA troopers were killed.
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Analysis

The MNDAA pitching in with training and arming the new brigades under its wing can be seen
as upgrading its political involvement from just regional to national-level and at the same time,
aiding the resistance forces in general in fighting the military junta.

While it is not clear where its newly formed brigades will operate geographically, it will
definitely be beyond Kokang area, which means quite broadly within the northern Shan State.
Generally speaking it shouldn’t be a problem where the TNLA operates. But if it will be the
same in KIA and SSPP operational areas is too early to speculate, given that the MNDAA and
KIA, also TNLA and KIA frictions over territorial argument that arose quite often happened in
the past.

Whatever the case, it is fair to conclude that the MNDAA has filled in the most important gap of
giving military training and equipped those who wanted to help fight the military junta and
uproot its autocratic rule with necessary weapons.

We may even say that it is treading a bold revolutionary path to fulfill the people’s aspirations
in words and deeds.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/25711

UWSP only listens to the junta’s discussion on elections and constitutional reform; it makes
no comments

Nay Pyi Taw, January (10) The United Wa State Party
(UWSP) said they just went to listen to the talks on the
presentation of general election and the 2008
constitutional amendment by the National Solidarity
and Peacemaking Negotiation Committee (NSPNC) and
did not make any comments on it.

The three ethnic armed groups which did not signed
NCA —the United Wa State Party (UWSP),the National Democratic Alliance Army (NDAA) and
the Shan State Progressive Party (SSPP) held three-day peace talks with the NSPNC in Nay Pyi
Taw from January 5to 7.

The military council announced that they discussed and negotiated the political preferences of
various groups to amend the basic articles of the constitution in order to build a union based on
democracy and federalism.
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The two sides discussed their views again during the three-day negotiations, and final
agreements were signed and exchanged, the military council reported on January 7.

However, the military council did not release a clear report on what points were agreed upon.

According to UWSP’s Lashio Liaison Officer, U Nyi Yang, they presented and discussed local
development issues, but he did not comment and merely listened to the presentation of the
military council’s election and constitutional amendment.

The UWSP attended the military leader’s peace talks for the first time at the end of May last
year and asked for permission to establish a self-administered Wa State.

Similarly, the National Democratic Alliance Army (NDAA/Mong La) attended the peace talks in
the first week of June and the Shan State Progressive Party (SSPP) in the first week of August,
respectively.

The three non-NCA signatories met with military leader General Min Aung Hlaing for the second
time on September 26 last year, and the military council agreed in principle to designate Wa
province and Mong La Autonomous Region.

The seven NCA-signatories and three non-NCA signatories attended the peace talks, that were
invited by the military council, two times until the end of September, and in late December, the
five NCA-signatories attended for the third time.

https://thanlwintimes.com/2023/01/10/uwsp-only-listens-to-the-juntas-discussion-on-
elections-and-constitutional-reform-it-makes-no-comments/

With no consensus on constitutional amendments, peace will remain elusive

Bymonnews - January 10, 2023

Photo - A meeting of ethnic leaders and military council
(Credit _ Irrawaddy)

The National Solidarity and Peacemaking Negotiation
Committee (NSPNC) invited (7) ethnic armed groups who
signed the Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement (NCA) to a
meeting to discuss amendments to the 2008 Constitution.

Only (5) groups, the Pa-O National Liberation Organization (PNLO), the Arakan Liberation Army (ALP),
the Democratic Karen Buddhist Army (DKBA), and the Karen National Liberation Army Peace
Council, and the Lahu Democratic Union (LDU) attended the meeting, with very modest results.

“Regarding the issue of amending the 2008 Constitution, we have received the opinions of
the 5 organizations who signed the Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement (NCA), but until there is
a common agreement on how much they will amend the 2008 Constitution, it will be difficult
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to achieve peace. A common agreement is that all armed organizations and the State
Administration Council (SAC) need to agree on how much to amend the 2008 Constitution.
Only after that (first step) is agreed upon can there be any constitutional amendments
proposed in the next election. Then there is the issue of getting support from the
military,” said Dr. Aye Maung, Chair of the Arakan National Party

The Restoration Council of Shan State (RCSS) and the New Mon State Party (NMSP), did not
attend. According to U Than Soe Naing, a political analyst, it was not a surprise the RCSS and
NMSP did not attend.

“There is no force. And when they are organizations that do not have much power to express
their political position, they will attend. Organizations that have some power and hold some
political opinions, such as the RCSS and the New Mon State Party, naturally do not
participate. This is because the military council does not have the authority to reform the
constitution this time. The 2008 Constitution also granted this authority, and in such a
situation, the matter of amending the Constitution must be done outside the framework of
the law and the Constitution. | see that it is natural that groups like RCSS and New Mon State
Party do not want to participate.”

The Peace Process Steering Team (PPST) announced that initial talks did take place between
December 27-30, 2022 and 4 agreements were reached.

Amending the 2008 Constitution is fraught with challenges. The Union Peace Dialogue Joint
Committee (UPDJC) group of political parties requested the NSPNC amend more than 70
articles of the 2008 Constitution.

Further complicating matters, the Union Independent Representative Committee (CRPH), the
National Unity Government (NUG) and the National Unity Consultative Council (NUCC), has
previously announced that the 2008 Constitution had been abolished and that it was necessary
to establish a federal democracy in the future.

Major-General Min Aung Hlaing, military coup leader, has also not recognized the constitution.

https://monnews.org/2023/01/10/with-no-consensus-on-constitutional-amendments-peace-
will-remain-elusive/

Myanmar Junta Revokes Pardon for Freed Australian Economist Sean Turnell
By THE IRRAWADDY | 10 January 2023

The Myanmar military regime has revoked its pardon for recently released Australian
economist Sean Turnell for criticizing it in his media interviews and social media posts,
according to a leaked internal junta announcement.
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Turnell formerly served as an economic adviser to now detained Myanmar democracy figure
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, the leader the ousted National League for Democracy (NLD)
government. The junta arrested the economist following the coup in February 2021, accusing
him of possessing “state secret” information. Turnell pleaded not guilty but a regime court in
Naypyitaw sentenced him to three years’ imprisonment in September last year. He was
released in November amid the junta’s amnesty “in consideration of bilateral relations and on
humanitarian grounds”, the regime said at the time.

Upon arriving in Australia, the economist said in a thank you message on Facebook that despite
his joy at being reunited with his family, he was acutely aware that “the 53 million people in
Myanmar continue to suffer under a regime that is about as unrepresentative of them as is
possible to imagine.”

He added, “It is a tragic and terrible thing that the nicest people | have encountered anywhere
are ruled over by such knaves and fools.”

In media interviews he warned that the coup has severely damaged Myanmar’s economy and
that the regime wouldn’t give up power easily. He also revealed the inhumane treatment he
experienced in prison along with other political detainees such as Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, whom
he met during their trial proceedings and who urged him to tell everyone the truth about
Myanmar.

For the regime, it was all too much.

On Dec. 6, in an unpublicized announcement leaked on social media, the junta said its pardon
for the economist had been revoked as he had violated the condition that “he would have to
serve the remainder plus the new prison sentence should he commit an offense again” by
making false statements about Myanmar via his social media accounts and in interviews with
the media while he was still on probation.

Turnell confirmed to The Irrawaddy that the statement was real and official.
“I received the notice of it a week or so ago,” he said.

He declined to comment further on the revocation “for fear of repercussions to friends and
colleagues in Myanmar.”

“When time is right | will respond very fully. It’s a real dilemma this one!!” he added.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-revokes-pardon-for-freed-
australian-economist-sean-turnell.html
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Indonesia, Malaysia agree to strengthen Asean, urge Myanmar to implement peace plans
PUBLISHED 10 JANUARY 2023 | THE STRAITS TIMES

BOGOR, Indonesia - Indonesia and Malaysia have agreed to
continue strengthening the role that Asean plays in global
affairs.

Indonesian President Joko Widodo and Malaysian Prime
Minister Anwar Ibrahim on Monday also urged the

L
8 . ; Myanmar military to implement peace plans drawn up by
& 4”’ : % the regional grouping.

Following a meeting between the leaders at the state palace in Bogor outside Jakarta, Mr
Widodo, better known as Jokowi, said: “We agreed that Asean must continue to play a central
role in making the Indo-Pacific region peaceful, prosperous and stable.

v

“On Myanmar, Indonesia and Malaysia have the same view of the importance of implementing
the Five-Point Consensus. We urge the Myanmar military junta to implement the Five-Point
Consensus,” he added.

Mr Widodo was referring to the peace plan drawn up in April 2021 that was intended to bring
an end to the chaos following the February 2021 military coup that has killed more than 2,000
people so far.

Both leaders also reaffirmed the close ties between the two countries, and Datuk Seri Anwar
thanked Mr Widodo for the reception he and his delegation received in Indonesia.

The Malaysian Prime Minister’s two-day visit to Jakarta is his first since he was sworn into office
on Nov 24. He is accompanied by several ministers.

Mr Anwar, who arrived on Sunday, was given a 19-gun salute at the official welcoming
ceremony at the palace on Monday. Mr Widodo also hosted an official banquet for Mr Anwar
that day.

State visits by new leaders in both countries are a diplomatic tradition, and Mr Anwar is the
fourth Malaysian prime minister to visit Indonesia in less than five years.

Mr Widodo visited Kuala Lumpur in 2015. In turn, he received former Malaysian premiers
Mahathir Mohamad in June 2018, Muhyiddin Yassin in February 2021 and Ismail Sabri Yaakob
in November that year.

The two current leaders also agreed to further strengthen the protection of migrant workers.

“The solution must be more comprehensive so that workers will be protected,” said Mr Anwar,
adding that both sides will ensure that employment agencies do not exploit such workers.
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Malaysia’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs said that in 2021, Indonesia was Malaysia’s seventh-
largest trading partner globally and third-largest within Asean, with trade valued at RM95.31
billion (S$29 billion).

For the period between January and November 2022, Indonesia was Malaysia’s sixth-largest
trading partner globally and the second-largest within Asean, with total trade increasing by 41.7
per cent, amounting to RM120.26 billion.

During the visit, eight memorandums of understanding between the private sectors of Malaysia
and Indonesia were signed, with total projects estimated to be worth RM1.16 billion.

The two current leaders also agreed to further strengthen the protection of migrant workers.

“The solution must be more comprehensive so that workers will be protected,” said Mr Anwar,
adding that both sides will ensure that employment agencies do not exploit such workers.

Malaysia’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs said that in 2021, Indonesia was Malaysia’s seventh-
largest trading partner globally and third-largest within Asean, with trade valued at RM95.31
billion (5$29 billion).

For the period between January and November 2022, Indonesia was Malaysia’s sixth-largest
trading partner globally and the second-largest within Asean, with total trade increasing by 41.7
per cent, amounting to RM120.26 billion.

During the visit, eight memorandums of understanding between the private sectors of Malaysia
and Indonesia were signed, with total projects estimated to be worth RM1.16 billion.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/indonesia-malaysia-agree-to-strengthen-asean-urge-
myanmar-to-implement-peace-plans

US’s NDAA prompts soldiers to join CDM

By Thanlwintimes - January 10, 2023

Mawlamyine, January (10) The US government’s National
Defense Authorization Act (NDAA), which includes the Burma
' Act, stimulates more soldiers under the military council to join
the Civil Disobedience Movement (CDM), the CDM staff and

7. - mbgt:com gp: military personnel told Than Lwin Times.

v pre-comiep: qigitdl President Biden signed the National Defense Act (NDAA) into
: law on December 23, providing non-lethal and non-weapon
technologies to the Ethnic Armed Forces (EAO) and People’s
Defense Forces (PDF) (PDFs). President Biden signed the
National Defense Act (NDAA) into law on December 23,

mbstdy giipdaep: adydad

http://t.me/MyanmarPeople Telegram: @MyanmarPeople
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providing non-lethal and non-weapon technologies to the Ethnic Armed Forces (EAO) and
People Defense Forces (PDFs).

The law also includes programs to help those who joined the Non-Violent Civil Disobedience
Movement (CDM), the National Unity Government (NUG), the National Unity Consultative
Council (NUCC), and the Committee Representing Pyidaunsu Hluttaw (CRPH).

The law also includes initiatives to assist military defectors who support the restoration of
civilian rule against the military coup.

CDM staff, Sergeant Zeya, who used to be close to the military leader, said that after the US
government passed the NDAA, many soldiers contacted him for joining CDM, and, on the other
hand, the military council restricted the travel of military officers and kept their registrations.

Military supporters are spreading propaganda within the army and on Telegram accounts that
the NDAA is lack of effectiveness.

In addition, military supporters have been staging nationwide protests against the US
government since the NDAA was passed.

U Kyaw Zaw, spokesman for the National Unity Government’s (NUG) presidential office, told
Than Lwin Times that they intends to provide security and support to CDM soldiers who wish to
desert the army.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the military council criticized the NDAA in a statement on
December 27, saying that the NDAA, which contains the provisions of the Burma Act, infringes
the sovereignty of Myanmar.

The military council said that the NDAA meddles in the internal affairs of Myanmar, and that
supporting the National Unity Government (NUG), the National Unity Consultative Council
(NUCC), the Committee on Representation of the Union Parliament (CRPH), and the People’s
Defense Forces (PDFs) constitutes supporting terrorism.

In addition, the Military Council expressed its objection to the US funding the Independent
Investigative Mechanism for Myanmar (IIMM).

Therefore, according to the NDAA law, since Myanmar will receive aid from 2023 to 2027, the
revolutionary forces say that it is a progressive step for the Spring Revolution, which is a move
to overthrow the military dictatorship.

https://thanlwintimes.com/2023/01/10/uss-ndaa-prompts-soldiers-to-join-cdm/
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