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Five years added to Suu Kyi security officer’s prison sentence

The former guard and deputy head of the President’s Office security team had a close
association with the ousted civilian leader before his arrest last year

Aung Zay | Published on Dec 22, 2022

Aung San Suu Kyi and her security forces arriving at the office
of the Union Election Commission in Thanlyin Township,
Yangon Region, in August 2020 (EPA)

Aung Naing Oo, a former police guard who grew close to
democratic leader Aung San Suu Kyi during her years under
house arrest, had his prison sentence extended by five years
on Wednesday, according to a court source.

The former police officer was arrested in November of last year and charged under Section
3(1)(c) of the Official Secrets Act for allegedly sharing military-related information with anti-
regime forces.

He was convicted on that charge on October 13 and sentenced to 10 years in prison. With his
latest conviction under Section 52a of the Counter-Terrorism Law, he now faces a total of 15
years behind bars.

“Now that he has received sentences for both of his charges, | heard he will soon be transferred
to Yamethin Prison, but | don’t know the exact details yet,” a source connected to the court
said.

Aung Naing Oo was assigned to keep Suu Kyi under surveillance while she was under house
arrest for leading the movement against Myanmar’s former dictatorship. Despite the nature of
this relationship, the police officer and pro-democracy leader came to trust each other.

Years later, when Suu Kyi’s National League for Democracy (NLD) won the 2015 general election
and became Myanmar’s ruling party, he served as deputy director of security for the President’s
Office and was assigned to lead Suu Kyi's security detail.

A source connected to the NLD party leadership told Myanmar Now in early 2022 that Aung
Naing Oo’s respect for Suu Kyi had grown to the degree that he called her “Amay,” or Mother.

When he was arrested, he was accused of sharing information with 88 Generation student
leader Ko Jimmy, who was one of four activists executed by the regime in July.

Two other Suu Kyi associates also received prison sentences on Wednesday.

Min Thu, the NLD’s former minister of the Union Government Office, and Ye Min Oo, the
ousted deputy mayor of Naypyidaw, received 18 months and two years, respectively, under
Section 409 of the Penal Code.
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Section 409 is concerned with the “criminal breach of trust by a public servant, or by a banker,
merchant, or agent,” but the reasons Min Thu and Ye Min Oo were charged under this section
remain unclear.

https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-regime-claims-to-have-arrested-a-dozen-
people-involved-in-trafficking-of-rohingya

Myanmar Junta Jails Pair of Journalists Who Were Rammed by Military Vehicles at Protest
By THE IRRAWADDY | 22 December 2022

The Myanmar junta sentenced two injured and detained journalists to three years in prison
with labor along with seven anti-coup protesters on Wednesday.

Myanmar Press Photo Agency journalists Ko Kaung Sett Lin and Ma Hmue Yadanar Khet Moh
Moh Tun were arrested along with seven anti-coup protester on Dec. 5 after junta forces
rammed a military vehicle into a peaceful flash-mob protest in Yangon’s Kyimyindaing
Township.

In the junta’s crackdown, the two journalists suffered serious injuries to their heads, legs and
elsewhere on their bodies after being hit from behind at high speed by the military vehicle.

On Wednesday, the two reporters and seven anti-regime protesters were jailed under Section
505 (a) of the Penal Code after being held in prison for one year, a representative of Myanmar
Press Photo Agency told The Irrawaddy.

Female video journalist Ma Hmue Yandanar Khet Moh Moh Tun has also been charged under
Section 50 (j) of the Counter-Terrorism Law by the junta. She faces 10 years to life in prison if
found guilty, the press photo agency said, quoting a lawyers network.

The male journalist is still suffering back pain and the female journalist has to rely on crutches
and a wheelchair, as she is still unable to walk due to her legs being broken, the photo agency
said, citing their lawyers.

Three protesters lie on the ground (circled), with one of them
stuck under a military vehicle that rammed a crowd of
protesters in Yangon on Dec. 5, 2021. / CJ

Bl = A On Saturday, the military junta also sentenced another
; o freelance journalist, Ko Soe Yazar Tun, to four years in prison
=5 ".« with hard labor under Section 52 (a) of the Counter-Terrorism
Law for allegedly communicating with revolutionary forces.

‘3

Previously, he was jailed for seven months in 2021 under Section 505 (a) of the Penal Code. He
was released in June last year and arrested again in March 2022.
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In another case, two editors of Thingangyun Post Media, Ko Wai Lin Yu and Ma Htet Htet Aung,
were sentenced to five years’ imprisonment under Section 5 of the Explosive Substance Act.

Since the military coup last year, four journalists have been killed and over 143 arrested, of
whom 48 remain in junta custody.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-jails-pair-of-journalists-who-were-
rammed-by-military-vehicles-at-protest.html

Boy shot dead by junta troops in Sagaing’s Kanbalu Township

Residents of the village where the boy was killed say the attack may have been motivated by
their refusal to form a Pyu Saw Htee group

Thura Maung | Published on Dec 22, 2022

Ultranationalist monk U Warthawa inspects Pyu Saw Htee
forces in Kanbalu Township

Regime forces shot and killed a 13-year-old boy and
torched two houses during a raid on a village in Sagaing’s
Region’s Kanbalu Township earlier this week, according to
local sources.

Residents of Zee Pin Thar said that around 60 soldiers and
members of the military-backed Pyu Saw Htee militia entered the village without warning at
around 9pm on Monday.

A number of people, including the victim, attempted to hide inside an outhouse, said one
villager who spoke to Myanmar Now on condition of anonymity.

“There were about 10 of them hiding in the outhouse. When the soldiers heard them make a
sound, they started shooting,” said the villager.

The villagers pleaded with the soldiers to stop shooting, but were told to “stay still and be
quiet,” he added, citing eyewitnesses.

At least 14 bullet shells were found at the scene following the incident, according to the
villager.

The victim was identified as 13-year-old Thuta Zaw. His family’s home and another house were
both burned to the ground during the attack, residents said.

It was unclear why the village had been targeted, as there had been no recent anti-regime
activity in the area.
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However, one villager suggested that it might have been due to residents’ refusal to form a Pyu
Saw Htee group of their own.

“They wanted us to form a group in the village and we told them that we didn’t dare to,” said
the villager, who recalled that administrators from the nearby town of Htan Kone had
summoned village elders and monks on multiple occasions to urge them to form a militia group.

A member of a local defence team said that the boy’s death would likely be ignored by local
police.

“The police only come when a military informer has been killed. In other cases, they just tell
locals to take a photo and send it to them,” he said.

A total of 81 civilians, including three minors, have been killed in Kanbalu since last year’s coup,
according to data released in late November by the Kyunhla Township Activists group, which
compiles casualty figures in the area.

The military has pushed hard for the formation of Pyu Saw Htee groups in Sagaing Region,
where it has faced strong resistance from armed groups opposed to the junta that seized power
nearly two years ago

As part of its effort, it has recruited monks such as U Warthawa, a member of the
ultranationalist Buddhist organisation Ma Ba Tha, to support its campaign to turn civilians
against resistance forces.

https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/boy-shot-dead-by-junta-troops-in-sagaings-kanbalu-
township

Resistance forces target, kill several junta police in central Myanmar attacks

Members of anti-regime armed groups say they shot two officers dead in Kamma Township
and four in Salingyi

Han Thit / Maung Shwe Wah | Published on Dec 22, 2022

Members of the Pakokku PDF (Pakokku PDF)

Anti-junta guerrilla forces opened fire on police in
Magway and Sagaing regions this week, killing at least six
officers in two separate ambushes, representatives of

™ the groups said.

The attacks were carried out by different defence forces
in the neighbouring townships of Kamma in Magway and Salingyi in Sagaing. Located west of
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the Ayeyarwady River, both are considered to be strongholds of the armed resistance
movement.

An official from the People’s Defence Force (PDF) chapter in Pakokku town said that they
carried out a drive-by shooting 18 miles away at a Kamma Township police outpost on
Wednesday morning.

Two police officers were killed and three were injured, according to Pakokku PDF
representative Thein Kha, who participated in the attack.

“There were four officers in the outpost and three were on the street. They didn’t have time to
return fire,” Thein Kha told Myanmar Now. “We stopped the car, opened fire, and drove away.
They only returned fire from behind.”

He alleged that the officers had used the checkpoint, located some 60 feet outside of a police
station, to stop passing vehicles and extort money from travellers.

“They were inspecting cars just before we attacked, but there were no cars there when we
opened fire. We were able to complete the mission successfully,” Thein Kha said.

The three injured junta officers were reportedly taken to a local hospital by ambulance; it was
not known at the time of reporting if they had survived.

A bullet grazed the head of one PDF member, but his condition was “not critical,” Thein Kha
said.

Resistance fighters are seen attacking members of military
council in Sagaing’s Salingyi Township (Triple Two Task Force)

Two days earlier, in southern Sagaing’s Salingyi Township,
members of a local resistance coalition ambushed a group of
five junta police officers in a vehicle after they left a bar.

An officer from one of the five participating groups, Triple Two
Task Force, told Myanmar Now that one policeman escaped and four were killed in the brief
exchange of gunfire.

“They died sitting in the car, because they were shot suddenly,” he explained. “I know that
because | got into the car to pick up the guns,” he added, noting that he seized three weapons.

A civilian—a woman—was also said to have been killed in the incident, but further information
was not available at the time of reporting.

“l am not sure how a civilian was hit. It was a shootout, and we fired without aiming when the
officer ran away,” the Triple Two Task Force member said. “I don’t know if the civilian was hit
by our bullets or theirs. We can’t say for sure if it was our bullet, but we also can’t say that it
wasn’t.”
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He added that the resistance groups do not target civilians in such attacks and aim to “complete
[their] missions as cleanly as possible.”

Among the other forces involved in the assault were the Yinmabin and Salingyi PDFs, the
Chindwin Galone Yarzar guerrilla group, and the Alpha Special Force.

https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/resistance-forces-target-kill-several-junta-police-in-
central-myanmar-attacks

Junta shelling kills 3 locals, forces over 1,000 to flee homes in Kayin State
Troops have been bombarding a village in Myanmar's Kawkareik township for 3 days.
By RFA Burmese | 2022.12.22

;fi Karenni National Liberation Army joint forces in Kawkareik
township on Dec. 17, 2022.

KNLA White Tiger Column Division-2 Information Group

A 61-year-old man died Thursday when a junta shell landed
on a village in Kayin State’s Kawkareik township, locals told

RFA.

Residents said more than 1,000 people have fled Kawt Nwe village since an artillery
bombardment started on Dec. 20, killing a woman on Tuesday and a man the following day.

Kawt Nwe is three miles (4.8 kilometers) away from Ta Dar Kyoe village where junta troops
have been fighting the Karenni National Liberation Army (KNLA) and People’s Defense Forces
since Dec. 16.

“Civilian deaths are almost daily,” said a resident who wished to remain anonymous for
safety reasons.

“Most of the dead are from Kawt Nwe village, which is close to the fighting. Most of them
died when shells landed on their houses.”

The Myawaddy-Kawkareik Asia Highway was closed on Thursday morning as fighting
intensified, the local told RFA.

The junta has not issued a statement on the fighting and calls to Saw Khin Maung Myint, the
junta spokesman and economic minister for Kayin state, went unanswered.

The KNLA is the military wing of the Karen National Union (KNU) which represents ethnic
Karen in Myanmar.
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According to data from KNU Central, there have been nearly 7,000 battles between junta
troops and the KNLA in KNU controlled areas of Kayin and Mon States, and Bago and
Tanintharyi regions since the military seized power in a Feb. 1, 2021 coup.

More than 91,100 people have become internally displaced persons (IDPs) after being forced
to flee their homes due to fighting in Kayin State that predates the coup, according to a
United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UNOCHA) report on
Wednesday.

Translated by RFA Burmese. Written in English by Mike Firn.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/kayin-shelling-12222022052423.html

Over 30 Myanmar Junta Troops Killed, Injured in Clash With Resistance Groups in Sagaing
By THE IRRAWADDY | 22 December 2022

More than 30 Myanmar junta forces were reportedly killed and injured during a heavy clash
with local People’s Defense Force groups (PDFs) in Kani Township, Sagaing Region on
Wednesday, prompting the regime to call in air strikes.

The clash started near Moke Htaw Village at 10 a.m. on that morning when over 20 local PDF
groups jointly ambushed a military detachment of around 150 regime troops traveling along the
bank of the Chindwin River.

The detachment was raiding villages and traveling along the riverbank as it protected a military
flotilla of eight barges and motorboats reportedly transporting rations, weapons, ammunition
and aviation fuel from Monywa to upper Sagaing Region, an official of Kyauk Lone Gyi PDF
based in Kani told The Irrawaddy on Thursday.

After sustaining heavy losses, the regime forces called in a Russian-made Mi-35 military
helicopter gunship, which conducted air strikes against the resistance forces for an hour.

“There were many weapons and bodies of killed soldiers left behind on the battlefield. But we
managed to seize only a few weapons as the helicopter gunship arrived and attacked us,” said
the official of Kyauk Lone Gyi PDF.

After the junta aircraft departed from the area, the clash continued until 3 p.m.

In the clash, two resistance fighters were killed and six others injured, and one is still missing,
the PDF group said.

At the same time, a shootout broke out between the resistance forces and the regime troops
aboard vessels in the military flotilla in the Chindwin River.

After being attacked, the military detachment stopped at Moke Htaw Village until Thursday.
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Faced with continuous land mine ambushes by PDFs on their land routes, the Myanmar junta
has to rely on riverine routes to transport rations, weapons and ammunition to upper Sagaing
Region and Kachin State.

However, the military flotillas and motorboats are also coming under attack from local
resistance groups along the rivers.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/over-30-myanmar-junta-troops-
killed-injured-in-clash-with-resistance-groups-in-sagaing.html

Myanmar’s Generals Could be Brought to Justice in Indonesia
By BERTIL LINTNER | 22 December 2022

Indonesia will take over as chair of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) in
January, but that does not mean that the regional grouping will do anything decisive to end the
crisis in Myanmar. ASEAN’s two basic principles — consensus and non-interference — make
that a non-starter. But an initiative put forward by a group of Indonesian legal experts might
have a profound impact on the fate of the junta that seized power in Naypyitaw in February last
year. A case has been made by those experts to amend a law enacted in 2000 which restricts
punishment for human rights violations to those committed only by Indonesian citizens. If it is
accepted by the country’s Constitutional Court, Myanmar’s generals could be brought to justice
in Indonesia.

Chapter XA of Indonesia’s constitution, which was written in the final days of World War Il and
at time when its nationalist leaders Sukarno and Mohammad Hatta declared independence
from Dutch colonial rule, guarantees the protection of human rights to “every person”.
However, Article 5 of the 2000 act says that Indonesia’s Human Rights Court can “hear and rule
cases of gross violations of human rights perpetrated by Indonesian citizens outside the
boundaries of the Republic of Indonesia.” The legal experts — Marzuki Darusman, a former
attorney general, Busyro Mugoddas, head of legal affairs at Muhammadiyah, the country’s
largest Muslim charity, and Sasmito Madrim, chair of Indonesia’s Independent Alliance of
Journalists (AJl) — argue that the 1945 constitution does not mention the issue of citizenship
and, therefore, upholds the protection of human rights universally. The experts want “by
Indonesian citizens” removed from the law because they say that such wording contradicts the
original constitution.

According to a press release issued by the THEMIS Indonesia Law Firm, Legal Aid Institution of
Muhammadiyah and AJl on October 13, the court “has held its second hearing of a petition
requesting a change in a law concerning the Human Rights Court. The move would allow cases
to be heard in Indonesia against perpetrators of atrocity crimes in Myanmar.” The online
hearing was heard by three justices of the nine-member Constitutional Court who were
reportedly “very open” to the arguments of the petitioners. The case is still being reviewed and
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there will be a third hearing involving “the Plenary of the Constitutional Court”, which means all
its nine judges.

After that, it is possible that the case may be heard by Indonesia’s parliament, which may or
may not vote in favor of changing Article 5 of the 2000 act to be, as the three legal experts
argue, in compliance with the 1945 constitution. But the very fact that the Constitutional Court
has held hearings on the case has attracted attention in Indonesia.

In an opinion piece published by the Jakarta Post newspaper on October 12, Salai Za Uk Ling,
the deputy director of the Chin Human Rights Organization, Antonia Mulvey, executive director
of Legal Action Worldwide, and Chris Gunness, the director of the Myanmar Accountability
Project, stated that it “will send a powerful signal to Myanmar’s generals — who have blatantly
ignored ASEAN entreaties — that their actions are an embarrassment to a region that is striving
for good economic and diplomatic relations internally and also with nations outside east Asia.”
The writers went on to say that “should Indonesia’s Constitutional Court allow the case to be
heard, this would be a win for Indonesian justice, a win for Indonesian diplomacy a win for
ASEAN, and, more important, a win for the 55 million people of Myanmar.”

It is too early to say what the efforts will result in, and the generals in Naypyitaw have yet to
react to what is going on in Indonesia, a country that endured decades of dictatorship before it
could develop into Southeast Asia’s most vibrant democracy. That image has been tarnished by
the passing on December 6 of a new criminal code that would ban sex outside marriage,
cohabitation between unmarried as well as same sex couples, insulting the president, and
“expressing views counter to the national ideology”, known as Pancasila, the five principles on
which Indonesia was founded and that can be interpreted in different ways: divinity, humanity,
unity, democracy, and social justice.

There have been public protests against the new law and Andreas Harsono, senior Indonesia
researcher at Human Rights Watch, stated on the organization’s website on December 8: “In
one fell swoop, Indonesia’s human rights situation has taken a drastic turn for the worse, with
potentially millions of people in Indonesia subject to criminal prosecution under this deeply
flawed law.”

But Indonesia’s civil society remains strong with very active human rights organizations and
press freedom advocacy groups, making it doubtful whether that law can be implemented. Nor
will it have any bearing on the petition now being brought before the Constitutional Court
through an initiative taken by three prominent Indonesian citizens with impeccable reputations.

With Indonesia holding the ASEAN chair next year, the legal issue is bound to be discussed
among other member states as well. ASEAN’s only effort to solve the Myanmar crisis so far has
been the Five-Point Consensus, a peace plan adopted when coup leader Senior General Min
Aung Hlaing paid a brief visit to Jakarta on April 24 last year. It calls for a cessation of violence
and “a constructive dialogue between all parties concerned.”
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It was also decided that the ASEAN chair would appoint a special envoy to “facilitate mediation
on the dialogue process”, and provide aid through AHA, the ASEAN Coordinating Center for
Humanitarian Assistance on disaster management. All that has failed to materialize because
ASEAN has no mechanism to implement such decisions taken by the bloc. ASEAN has only
banned members of the junta from attending some vital ASEAN meetings. Most recently, the
junta-appointed defense minister, General Mya Tun Oo, was not allowed to participate in a
summit with Southeast Asian defense chiefs, which was held in late November in Cambodia,
the current ASEAN chair.

ASEAN had previously banned the junta’s foreign minister, Wunna Maung Lwin, from two
meetings earlier this year and also disinvited Min Aung Hlaing from its 2021 and 2022
gatherings. The military regime has reacted angrily to those very modest steps taken by ASEAN.
Junta spokesperson Major General Zaw Min Tun lashed out at ASEAN after a previous snub,
saying that the bloc was violating its own policy of non-interference in a country’s sovereign
affairs while facing “external pressure”. But what so far has been only a shouting match could
take a very different turn, and then outside of the ASEAN framework, if the case in Jakarta goes
forward and makes it possible to try Min Aung Hlaing and his cohorts in an Indonesian court.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/guest-column/myanmars-generals-could-be-brought-to-
justice-in-indonesia.html

UN Security Council Adopts First-Ever Resolution on Myanmar
By AFP |22 December 2022

UNITED NATIONS—The UN Security Council on Wednesday called for Myanmar’s junta to
release Daw Aung San Suu Kyi as it adopted its first-ever resolution on the situation in the
turmoil-ridden Southeast Asian country.

The 15-member council has been split on Myanmar for decades and was previously only able to
agree on formal statements about the country, which has been under military rule since
February 2021.

State Counselor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, 77, has been a prisoner since the army toppled her
government almost two years ago and violently cracked down on dissent.

Wednesday’s resolution “urges” the junta to “immediately release all arbitrarily detained
prisoners,” including Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and President U Win Myint.

It also demands “an immediate end to all forms of violence” and asks for “all parties to respect
human rights, fundamental freedoms and the rule of law.”

The adoption marked a moment of relative unity for the council in a year in which divisions
have been heightened by Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.
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“Any opportunity for the Security Council to speak with one strong, united voice on any issue
and especially on Myanmar, would be much welcomed,” Secretary-General Antonio Guterres’s
spokesman said ahead of the vote.

The text was adopted with 12 votes in favor. Permanent members China and Russia abstained,
opting not to wield vetoes following amendments to the wording. India also abstained.

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken said the resolution sent a “strong message” from the
world that the junta “must end its violence across the country” and free prisoners.

“While we applaud the adoption of this resolution, the council still has much more work to do
to advance a just solution to the crisis,” Blinken said, calling for greater efforts to restore
democracy.

First successful resolution

Diplomats said the only existing UNSC resolution regarding Myanmar was the one the UN
passed in 1948 approving the country’s membership to the world body.

In 2008, the UNSC failed to adopt a draft resolution on Myanmar after Beijing and Moscow cast
vetoes.

Then in December 2018, Britain made another attempt following the Rohingya crisis, which saw
700,000 people flee Myanmar to neighboring Bangladesh, but a vote was never held.

Britain began circulating a draft text of Wednesday’s resolution in September. Several
amendments were made to ensure its passing, UN watchers say.

Language relating to the UNSC’s determination to use all its powers should Myanmar fail to
adhere to the resolution were reportedly dropped.

Several members also objected to a provision requesting the UN secretary-general to report to
the council on the situation in Myanmar every 60 days.

Instead, the resolution calls for the secretary-general or his envoy to report back by March 15,
2023 in coordination with the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN).

The council had issued one unified statement on Myanmar since the coup ended the country’s
brief period of democracy.

The military alleged widespread voter fraud during the November 2020 election, won
resoundingly by Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s National League for Democracy, although international
observers said the poll was largely free and fair.

A junta court has found Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, a Nobel Peace laureate, guilty on every one of
the 14 charges it has heard so far, including corruption, and jailed her for 26 years.
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Rights groups have slammed the trial as a sham designed to remove the democracy figurehead
permanently from Myanmar’s political scene.

The military’s crackdown on pro-democracy protesters has killed more than 2,500 people,
according to a local monitoring group.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/the-world-myanmar/un-security-council-adopts-first-ever-
resolution-on-myanmar.htmil

UN Security Council must act with caution on Myanmar: Chinese envoy
Source: Xinhua | 2022-12-22

Representatives vote on a draft resolution during a UN
Security Council meeting at UN headquarters in New
York, on Dec. 21, 2022. The Security Council on
Wednesday adopted a resolution that demands an
immediate end to all forms of violence throughout
Myanmar, and calls for restraint and de-escalation of
tensions. (Manuel Elias/UN Photo/Handout via Xinhua)

UNITED NATIONS, Dec. 21 (Xinhrua) -- The UN Security Council must always act with caution

over Myanmar, said a Chinese envoy on Wednesday after the council adopted a resolution on
Myanmar that demands an immediate end to all forms of violence throughout the country and
urges restraint and de-escalation of tensions.

China had to abstain from the voting as it had concerns about the draft resolution, said Zhang
Jun, China's permanent representative to the United Nations.

In terms of format, China believes that under the current circumstances, it would be more
appropriate for the Security Council to adopt a presidential statement instead of a resolution. In
terms of the content of the draft, even after revisions, its tone still lacks balance, Zhang said in
an explanation of the vote.

"The Security Council must always act with caution," he said. "Blindly using the council to exert
pressure or even threatens with sanctions will only intensify confrontation and antagonism,
complicate the situation, and prolong the crisis. The council has learned hard lessons in dealing
with hot-spot issues such as Libya."

Zhang said there is no quick fix to the Myanmar issue, let alone any external solution, adding
that neither democratic transition nor national reconciliation can be achieved overnight as both
require time, patience and pragmatism.
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The international community should adhere to promoting peace talks and, on the premise of
respecting Myanmar's sovereignty, political independence, territorial integrity and unity, play a
constructive role in facilitating rational dialogue and bridging differences among all parties in
Myanmar, he said.

Myanmar is a member of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), and ASEAN has a
unique advantage in dealing with Myanmar-related issues, he said.

He added that the international community should continue to listen to the bloc's views,
support its unity and leadership, and allow time and space for ASEAN to build consensus.

Noting that China and Myanmar are connected by mountains and rivers, and China's policy of
friendship toward Myanmar is for all its people, Zhang said China sincerely hopes that Myanmar
will enjoy political and social stability, with its people living in peace and prosperity and the
country achieving development and revitalization.

Since the change in Myanmar's political situation, Zhang said that China has always maintained
an objective and impartial attitude, worked hard to promote peace talks, and did its best to
help Myanmar respond to the pandemic and improve livelihoods.

China expects the Security Council to seek a political settlement and focus more on
safeguarding the Myanmar people's fundamental interests and the region's prosperity and
stability, said the envoy.

https://english.news.cn/20221222/14b8142f234a4e10ac8136c071319913/c.html

Human Rights Watch approves UN Myanmar resolution

By Mizzima |22 December 2022

A general view shows a United Nations Security Council
meeting during a vote on a draft resolution calling for an
immediate end to violence in Myanmar and release of
political prisoners, at the UN headquarters in New York on
December 22, 2022. Photo: AFP

Human Rights Watch has commented on the United Nations
Security Council adoption of a resolution on 21 December
2022, denouncing the Myanmar military’s rights violations since the 1 February 1, 2021 coup.

According to Human Rights Watch the landmark resolution, passed with 12 yes votes and 3
abstentions, reflects the Myanmar junta’s growing isolation generated by security force abuses
amounting to crimes against humanity and war crimes.
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It is the first Security Council resolution on Myanmar since the country, formerly known as
Burma, acquired independence from Britain in 1948.

“The Security Council resolution is a momentous step on behalf of the people of Myanmar,
opening the door toward holding Myanmar’s brutal generals to account,” said Elaine Pearson,
Asia director at Human Rights Watch. “The resolution should bring renewed scrutiny to the
junta’s daily atrocities and recognition of the Myanmar people’s brave efforts toward
democracy and freedom.”

The resolution, which the United Kingdom drafted under the UN Charter’s Chapter VI
concerning “pacific settlement of disputes,” expresses deep concern at the “ongoing state of
emergency imposed by the military in Myanmar on 1 February 2021 and its grave impact on the
people of Myanmar.”

It condemns the military’s execution of pro-democracy activists, urges the military to
“immediately release all arbitrarily detained prisoners,” and demands an “immediate end to all
forms of violence throughout the country.”

The resolution includes numerous references to the Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN), which adopted a “five-point consensus” in April 2021 in response to the Myanmar
coup. Junta chief Sr. Gen. Min Aung Hlaing has since defied each point of the consensus while
exploiting the international community’s deference to the regional bloc, Human Rights Watch
said.

The secretary-general or his special envoy on Myanmar is tasked with reporting orally by March
15, 2023, to the Security Council on UN support for implementation of the five-point consensus.

All Security Council members voted for the resolution, except for China, India, and Russia,
which abstained.

The junta’s widespread and systematic abuses since the coup — including extrajudicial killings,
torture, and indiscriminate attacks on civilians — amount to crimes against humanity and war
crimes. Security

forces have killed over 2,600 people and arbitrarily arrested over 16,000, according to the
Assistance Association for Political Prisoners.

The military has expanded abusive operations in ethnic minority areas, displacing more than
one million people, and deliberately blocked humanitarian assistance from reaching
populations in need as a form of collective punishment. The resolution calls for “full, safe and
unhindered humanitarian access,” expressing deep concern at the “increasingly large numbers
of internally displaced persons and dramatic increase in humanitarian need.”

Activists in Myanmar have pressed for a Security Council resolution on the country for decades.
China and Russia vetoed a 2007 draft condemning the then-military government’s attacks on
civilians and detention of political prisoners.
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Calls for a resolution by UN experts, human rights groups, and others in response to the
atrocities against the Rohingya in 2017 went unanswered. According to Human Rights Watch
this was largely due to China and Russia’s resistance, but also concerns on the part of Western
governments of alienating the now-ousted civilian government led by Aung San Suu Kyi, who
has been in military custody since the coup.

The Security Council has issued statements of condemnation on Myanmar in the past and
received numerous briefings from UN experts and the secretary-general. Under resolutions of
the Security Council Working Group on Children and Armed Conflict, the council has debated
reports on abuses against children in Myanmar.

This resolution represents a significant escalation of the council’s engagement on Myanmar and
offers a basis for sustained future monitoring of the situation in the country, Human Rights
Watch said. This first-step resolution should be followed by close monitoring and reporting on
the junta’s compliance and further action by the council.

Human Rights Watch has long called on the Security Council to impose a global arms embargo,
refer the country situation to the International Criminal Court, and impose targeted sanctions
on junta leadership and military-owned companies.

The initial draft of the resolution called for an immediate end to arms sales to Myanmar, which
was later removed.

“China and Russia’s abstentions signal that even the junta’s few friends have lost interest in
sticking out their necks to defend its atrocities,” said Louis Charbonneau, UN director at Human
Rights Watch. “The

building blocks put in place with this resolution offer a starting point for reinvigorating pressure
on the junta among Security Council members and governments across the globe.

https://mizzima.com/article/human-rights-watch-approves-un-myanmar-resolution
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