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Myanmar Junta Torches Home Village of Catholic Cardinal
By HEIN HTOO ZAN | 25 November 2022

Military regime troops torched the home village of the head of the Roman Catholic Church in
Myanmar on Thursday, killing two civilians including a male child.

Residents said that nearly 80 junta soldiers burned houses on Thursday afternoon in Mone Hla
Village in Sagaing Region’s Khin-U Township, where Cardinal Charles Maung Bo, the Archbishop
of Yangon, was born.

Cardinal Charles Maung Bo / The Irrawaddy.

During the raid, a 50-year-old woman, a seven-year old boy
and a resistance fighter were killed.

“They started torching the section of the village where
Christians live, including a building where refugees were
sheltering. The building is provided by the Cardinal,” a

villager said.

Mone Hla and other villages in Khin-U Township are where the Portuguese people who brought
Catholicism to Myanmar settled over four centuries ago.

Cardinal Charles Maung Bo is a strong supporter of peace in Myanmar. However, he was seen
celebrating Christmas with regime chief Min Aung Hlaing last year and was subsequently
honoured by the junta boss with the Thiri Pyan Chi Title.

There are over 700 houses in Mone Hla. It is not known how many homes were burned down,
as residents fled the raid and are unable to return with regime soldiers still occupying the
village. In July, Mone Hla was also targeted by junta airstrikes, according to villagers.

The attack on the village came after a combined group of People’s Defense Forces (PDF)
ambushed a regime column on Wednesday.

“We were waiting for them and attacked them with landmines first. Then we ambushed them,”
said a member of Sanaychaung—Khin-U PDF.

After an hour of fighting, the junta forces retreated to Pin Sein Khin Village, where they
targeted PDF fighters with artillery.

Armed Revolutionary Force (Khin-U), a local resistance group, said in a statement that clashes
continued up to 2pm on Wednesday, before a junta Mi-35 helicopter gunship arrived to cover
the regime troops as they escaped Pin Sein Khin Village.

Resistance fighters said that they killed at least 40 Myanmar military troops. The Irrawaddy was
unable to verify the claim independently.
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“When the Mi35 arrived and opened fire, we had to escape. Some of our fighters even left their
guns behind. Everyone scattered and we lost communication with some fighters,” said a leader
of the Hero Army Khin-U resistance group.

He added that six PDF fighters died in the battle, while four civilians, including a seven-year-old
child, from Pin Sein Khin and Mone Hla villages were also killed.

The junta soldiers spent Wednesday night in Mone Hla, before starting to torch homes in the
village at 1.50pm on Thursday.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-torches-home-village-of-catholic-
cardinal.html

14-year-old boy and resistance fighter killed in Khin-U

The boy was shot as he fled approaching junta soldiers and a member of a local defence team
was beheaded after being caught scouting the area

Moe Oo / Thura Maung | Published on Nov 25, 2022

Members of the Khin-U Township PDT on the frontline on
November 19 (Myanmar Now)

Regime forces killed a fifth-grade student and a member
of a People’s Defence Team (PDT) in Sagaing Region’s
Khin-U Township on Wednesday, according to local
sources.

The student, 14-year-old Ye Min Naung, was shot dead at
a farm near the village of Kan Tharyar as he attempted to flee a column of around 70 junta
troops, a resident of the village told Myanmar Now.

“The people living there were hiding in the forest. The soldiers fired a few warning shots. The
boy got scared and tried to run away. That’s when they shot him,” said the villager, who spoke
on condition of anonymity.

The other victim, 25-year-old Htun Htun Win, was scouting the area when he was caught and
later killed by the regime troops, said the village’s PDT leader.

“He was monitoring the movements of the junta column when he was captured,” he said,
adding that Htun Htun Win was shot in the chest and beheaded by his captors.

(PDT groups, or Pa Ka Pha in Burmese, are township-based military units under the direct
command of the shadow National Unity Government’s Ministry of Defence, unlike People’s
Defence Force battalions, which answer to their own military commands.)
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The Aung Tharyar villager remarked that the beheading was clearly intended to send a message
to civilians who support the anti-regime resistance movement.

“We can’t accept their brutal behaviour, which is meant to instil fear in the public,” he said.
Both bodies were collected when the junta troops left the village later the same day, he added.

The column responsible for the killings was one of three that has been terrorising residents of
Khin-U and neighbouring townships since late last week.

Another column that raided the village of Mone Hla in northern Khin-U Township on
Wednesday came under attack from local resistance forces, triggering heavy shelling and
airstrikes, sources there said.

During the air raid, some local defence team members were killed and some lost contact,
according to the information officer of the Khin-U Township PDT.

“A resistance fighter and a civilian were killed, but the number of casualties could be higher. We
don’t know the exact details, because the soldiers have not left yet,” he said.

The third column, which has been based along the Shwebo-Myitkyina road in the north-east of
Khin-U Township, reportedly carried out arson attacks in the village of Thaukkan on
Wednesday.

According to the Khin-U Township PDT’s latest figures, junta forces have torched a total of
1,856 houses in 47 villages in the township since the military seized power in February 2021.

The regime has also killed 218 locals and resistance fighters and arrested 143 in Khin-U since
the coup, according to the group’s data, which was last updated in the second week of
November.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/14-year-old-boy-and-resistance-fighter-killed-in-
khin-u

Myanmar junta hands 100-year prison terms to men convicted of joining armed resistance

Among the recent convicts is a former National League for Democracy MP, accused of
involvement in attacks on military personnel that occurred while he was in regime custody

Khin YiYi Zaw | Published on Nov 25, 2022

The Myanmar military regime has sentenced four individuals to at least 95 years in prison in
recent months after junta-controlled courts determined that they were involved in the armed
resistance movement, according to sources familiar with their cases.
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Prison authorities are seen outside the Insein Prison in
Yangon on November 19 (EPA)

Among them was an ex-parliamentarian from the National
League for Democracy (NLD), whose elected government
was ousted in the February 2021 coup. Fifty-two-year-old
Win Myint Hlaing previously represented Taungdwingyi
Township in the local legislature of Magway Region, now a

resistance stronghold.

The three other individuals had reportedly been members of local guerrilla groups. Aung Khant
0o, 29, also from Magway, was in the Beikthano People’s Defence Army, and Kyaw Thet, 30,
and Hnin Maung, 36, were active in a resistance group based in Mandalay Region’s Wundwin
Township.

All were convicted of several counts of violating the Counterterrorism Law this month as well as
in October, and handed prison terms ranging from 95 to 225 years—the longest sentences
delivered by the junta since the coup.

Lawmaker Win Myint Hlaing was sentenced to a total of 148 years for 14 separate convictions
in the Magway District Court on October 30. While the details surrounding the cases remain
unclear, the four sections of the counterterrorism statute under which he was charged—503,
52a, 51c and 54—are related to attacks on “state-owned facilities,” the “recruitment” of
resistance fighters, or the use of bombs.

He had already been handed 25 years in prison for five other convictions in April, including
incitement under Section 505a of the Penal Code. His total sentence was 173 years at the time
of reporting.

Former NLD MP Win Myint Hlaing (Facebook)

Win Myint Hlaing participated in anti-dictatorship demonstrations
in the wake of the coup and went into hiding after the military
authorities issued a warrant for his arrest in late February. He
was apprehended in November last year in Yatsauk (Lawksawk),
southern Shan State, along with his brother, Zaw Zaw.

He was subsequently interrogated at a military facility in the Shan
State capital of Taunggyl for around two weeks before being transferred to Magway Region’s
central prison where he is currently detained.

A source close to Win Myint Hlaing’s family told Myanmar Now on the condition of anonymity
that most of the terror charges filed against him were related to incidents that happened while
he was already in junta custody.
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“He was accused of involvement in incidents, such as the killing of regime informants and
policemen, which happened after his arrest. He was charged along with those arrested after
him,” the family friend said.

Citing court sources, she explained that the judge at the Magway District Court who heard his
cases was reportedly “surprised” when Win Myint Hlaing’s defence lawyer emphasised that his
client was already in detention when the attacks occurred.

The military also accused him of leading the Beikthano People’s Defence Army, according to a
junta statement released after his arrest.

Two months after the military captured Win Myint Hlaing, Aung Khant Oo—who was a member
of the resistance group—was arrested by junta soldiers.

Aung Khant Oo was later charged with the illegal use of explosives, in addition to several anti-
terrorism and incitement charges. After nearly 10 months in detention awaiting trial, he was
sentenced to a total of 203 years on November 15 by the same regime-controlled Magway
District Court.

Aung Khant Oo, member of the Beikthano People’s
Defence Army (Facebook)

A friend and fellow member of the Beikthano resistance

group, told Myanmar Now that Aung Khant Oo was also

accused of involvement in attacks on junta targets which
occurred after his arrest.

“Included in his cases were incidents that happened in
February [2022] and later. That’s why his sentences
became so long. There were more than 10 cases,” Aung
Khant O0’s friend said.

Myanmar Now is unable to verify his claims independently.

Meanwhile, Kyaw Thet and Hnin Maung, from Wundwin, were reportedly arrested in January
this year and were both handed exhaustive prison terms as well as death sentences for their
involvement in the Mandalay guerrilla group.

While details surrounding their cases remain unclear, Kyaw Thet has been ordered to serve 225
years and Hnin Maung 95 years, in addition to being sentenced to death, according to Kyar Ye, a
fellow resistance fighter.

Both were initially held in Meiktila Prison, but transferred to a larger facility in Myingyan where
inmates facing terms of more than a decade are frequently incarcerated.
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A veteran defence attorney told Myanmar Now that judges are prohibited from handing down
separate sentences for violations of the same terrorism charges for acts allegedly committed
within the same year.

“It is instilling fear into the people. But the people are not afraid. Those [judges] who have
handed down these sentences will end up with a bad reputation,” said the veteran lawyer.

Sources close to Win Myint Hlaing and Aung Khant Oo said that their family members were able
to meet with them before they were sentenced, but have not seen them since the convictions.

The family friend of the former MP said that he was in good health even though he required
regular medication for high blood pressure.

“l am hoping to reunite with him soon as | believe our revolution will win,” she said.

The friend of Aung Khant Oo told Myanmar Now that he had encouraged his fellow resistance
fighters to continue their struggle.

“He said that he was ‘hanging in there’ and urged us to keep fighting.”

According to data collected by the monitoring group Assistance Association for Political
Prisoners, nearly 13,000 people in Myanmar were behind bars at the time of reporting, with
some awaiting trial and others already convicted. Eighty-six have reportedly been sentenced to
death.

Additional reporting by Aung Naing

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-junta-hands-100-year-prison-terms-to-
men-convicted-of-joining-armed-resistance

Over 20 Myanmar Junta Forces Killed in Three Days of Resistance Attacks
By THE IRRAWADDY | 25 November 2022

At least 21 regime forces were killed in the last three days as People’s Defense Force groups
(PDFs) and ethnic armed organizations (EAOs) continued to attack regime targets across the
country.

Incidents were reported in Karen and Mon states and Mandalay, Sagaing and Tanintharyi
regions.

The Irrawaddy has rounded up the following reports of significant attacks from PDFs and EAOs.
Some military casualties could not be independently verified.

Seven regime troops including officers killed in Karen
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T i @ A military helicopter gunship during an intense clash
-s.l e | with Karen resistance forces in Myawaddy Township
t S on Wednesday. / Cobra Column

At least seven regime forces including officers were
killed and 17 others injured in Myawaddy Township,
Karen State in the last three days during clashes with
Karen resistance forces, claimed Cobra Column, which
engaged in the clashes.

In the incidents, three resistance fighters including two female members were also killed, the
group said.

Junta-appointed village administrator assassinated in Mandalay

A resistance fighter of Bo Tiger Group uses an improvised
sniper rifle during a clash with regime forces in Sagaing
Region. / Bo Tiger Group

Resistance group Bo Tiger Force claimed to have killed U
Aung Htay, the regime-appointed administrator of Nyaung
Pin Village in Sintgu Township, Mandalay Region on
Thursday.

The victim, who was also a pro-regime Pyu Saw Htee militia member, assisted the regime forces
in torching houses and raiding villages, the PDF group told local media.

Junta informant killed in Mandalay

Ko Min Swe, who was killed by PDF groups in Amarapura Township on
Wednesday. / MNPDF

Myitnge-PDF group claimed it and two other PDF groups jointly
assassinated junta informant and military supporter Ko Min Swe at his
house in Thayat Tan Village in Amarapura Township, Mandalay Region
on Wednesday.

The victim, who was a junta-run government servant, contributed to
the regime forces’ arrests of people opposing military rule and
seizures of houses and properties of anti-regime activists, the PDF

grc;up said.

Pro-regime militia member killed in Mandalay
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Underground resistance group Special Task Force-Mandalay claimed to have assassinated junta
informant Than Soe, who was also a pro-regime Pyu Saw Htee militia member, in the city of
Mandalay, Mandalay Region on Wednesday evening.

Six regime forces killed by PDF land mines in Tanintharyi

Local PDF group Dawei Guerrilla Revolutionary Force claimed to have killed six regime forces
and injured 12 others in Dawei Township, Tanintharyi Region on Tuesday when they used three
bombs to ambush 30 regime troops searching for land mines planted by PDF groups on a road
near a bridge.

Six regime forces were blown up while they were sitting on the PDF’s land mines, the resistance
group said.

After the attack, the bodies of killed and injured soldiers were taken away in five ambulances.
Two regime forces killed in Mon

Two regime forces were killed and another one injured in Ye Township, Mon State on Thursday
morning when resistance fighters of Ramonya Guerrilla Force used land mines to ambush a
vehicle of military Battalion 586, the PDF group claimed.

The vehicle was ambushed while returning to the military base after sending children to school.
Pro-regime village bombed in Sagaing

Local PDF group Area 71 PDF-Monywa said it and another PDF group jointly bombed the pro-
regime village of Tawpu in Monywa Township, Sagaing Region, where military troops and Pyu
Saw Htee militia members are stationed, using three 90-mm improvised mortar rounds on
Wednesday evening.

After the bombardment, regime forces in the village randomly opened fire but there were no
PDF casualties.

The PDF group continued to shell the village using three improvised mortar rounds on that
night. However, military casualties were unknown.

Three regime forces killed by PDF land mines in Sagaing

Two pro-regime Pyu Saw Htee militia members were killed in Monywa Township, Sagaing
Region on Wednesday when Brave Heart Army used two land mines to ambush six military
members from the pro-regime village of Tawpu, the PDF group claimed.

The militia members responded with firearms but all PDF fighters escaped from the area
without casualties.
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The PDF group said one regime soldier was believed to have been killed and two others injured
in Monywa Township on Tuesday when it used land mines to attack a vehicle carrying regime
forces from the junta-run Chaung-U Township General Administration Department office.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/over-20-myanmar-junta-forces-killed-in-three-days-
of-resistance-attacks.html

Three Karen Resistance Heroes Killed in Myanmar Junta Ambush
By THE IRRAWADDY | 25 November 2022

Three resistance fighters from the Cobra Column, an ethnic Karen resistance force, were killed
in an ambush by Myanmar junta troops in Karen State on Tuesday.

Naw Eh Moo, 28, renowned as effective under fire and a kind comrade, was killed, alongside
Naw Lu Lu Phaw, 22, and Ko Kyaw Gyi, 20.

Her logistics team was ambushed on the Myawaddy-Wal Lay highway on Tuesday afternoon in
a vehicle carrying rations to the frontline.

Naw Eh Moo at the frontline in Karen State. / Eh Moo
Facebook

During the ambush, regime forces also attacked a vehicle
of the Democratic Karen Buddhist Army, a civilian vehicle
and four civilian trucks carrying millet, said the Cobra
Column.

A Cobra Column commander told The Irrawaddy: “We
have had to pass through a night without a moon with
these deaths during our revolution for the country.

“But we have to stay alive and keep fighting to uproot the dictatorship,” the resistance leader
said.

Naw Eh Moo joined the Cobra Column last year and was
also connected to the Karen National Union (KNU) Brigade
1.

She showed great spirit during heavy fighting and
transported food and other necessities to frontline
fighters, he said.

Page 10 of 54


https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/over-20-myanmar-junta-forces-killed-in-three-days-of-resistance-attacks.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/over-20-myanmar-junta-forces-killed-in-three-days-of-resistance-attacks.html

“She had a determined, extreme spirit in the revolution. She performed her logistical duties
amid fierce clashes while bullets were flying,” the commander added.

She supplied Cobra troops with uniforms, equipment and medicines.

“She was more than just a logistical supplier. She sent food boxes to the bunkers at the
frontline. She provided all the necessities to our comrades and contributed to other sectors in
the revolution,” Myo Thura Ko Ko of the Cobra Column told The Irrawaddy.

Naw Eh Moo with a guitar in a resistance camp in Karen
State. / Eh Moo Facebook

Following Tuesday’s clash, fierce clashes broke out when
the Cobra Column attacked regime forces while retrieving
| dead and injured resistance fighters trapped at the ambush

N site.
_ ,.)L,_,W A

~ Junta troops nearby used 120mm shells, rockets and a
Russian-made Mi-35 helicopter to attack the Cobra Column.

Five regime troops, including an officer, had been killed and 17 others injured by Wednesday,
the resistance group claimed.

On Wednesday morning, the Cobra Column evacuated eight injured comrades and the three
bodies, the group said.

The Cobra Column is also known as Battalion 27 of the Karen National Liberation Army, the
armed wing of the KNU.

It has become well-known for its daring near-daily attacks on regime forces in Karen State.

Fighting has been particularly heavy in Myawaddy Township with the junta using large numbers
of troops and heavy weaponry in their attempt to reoccupy the Myawaddy-Wal Lay highway
and Thay Bow Boe camp, a key outpost seized by resistance groups.

The KNLA and allied resistance forces seized Thay Baw Boe in May amid heavy junta airstrikes.

Until October, the KNU reported around 6,947 clashes with regime forces in its territory in
which an estimated 5,854 junta soldiers and allied border militia members were killed and
4,748 injured since the coup last year.

In October, six resistance fighters were killed and 46 others injured in Karen territory, said the
KNU.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/three-karen-resistance-heroes-killed-in-myanmar-
junta-ambush.html
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Myanmar Junta Jets Target Kachin Resistance Forces
By THE IRRAWADDY | 25 November 2022

Myanmar’s junta has carried out airstrikes for two consecutive days on the Kachin
Independence Army (KIA) Brigade 8 headquarters in Mohnyin Township, Kachin State.

KIA sources reported two airstrikes on Monday and three fighters bombed twice near a brigade
training ground on Tuesday.

Jets dropped four bombs weighing an estimated 500 pounds. One did not explode, the source
told The Irrawaddy.

“They bombed the ethnic Kachin village of Darwel. We don’t know about casualties. Two
people were injured near the training ground. They dropped 500-pound bombs,” he said.

The airforce also bombed Banmauk and Katha townships on the border of Kachin State and
Sagaing Region on Monday.

Pamone village in western Banmauk was bombed on Monday afternoon and a religious building
burned down, according to the KIA source.

Fighters fired along the Kwekauk River to the north of Chaungwa village in Katha Township, the
Katha People’s Defense Force told the Kachin media.

On October 23 jets dropped three bombs on a music concert in Hpakant Township, Kachin
State, to mark the 62" anniversary of the founding of the Kachin Independence Organization,
the KIA’s political wing.

Approximately 80 people, including the KIA Brigade
9’s commander and other KIA members, were
killed. Brigade 8's commander was arrested by the
regime in August in Myitkyina Township.

A military analyst said the regime is targeting the
border between Sagaing and Kachin to disrupt
weapons supplies to resistance groups in Chin
State and Sagaing and Magwe regions. He also said
junta troops could not pass beyond the border region.

“If [the resistance] can establish strongholds there, it is easy to deliver weapons to Sagaing,
Magwe and Chin. Weapons and ammunition from the border are delivered to Sagaing, Magwe
and Chin through Kachin. The regime is bombing because it wants to crush those areas,” he
said.

Another analyst said the regime is bombing because its ground troops cannot fight resistance
groups on the Sagaing-Kachin border and the KIA in Kachin.

Page 12 of 54



https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-jets-target-kachin-resistance-
forces.html

Myanmar Junta Jails Senior Monk, Five Other Anti-Regime Activists
By THE IRRAWADDY | 25 November 2022

Myanmar’s military regime on Thursday handed down jail sentences of between two and three
years to six anti-regime activists — a Buddhist monk, four youths and a political columnist.

The sentences for incitement come just a week after the regime released political prisoners in a
Nov. 17 pardon apparently aimed at easing international pressure over arbitrary mass arrests
and jailing of opponents.

The Mandalay Sangha Union stated that a regime court sentenced five people, including Ven.
Kalyana, a leader of the Union and prominent anti-regime activist monk, to three years in
prison.

[036:00530 0 B6:00530961 Begudiadigéidqean  \/en. Kalyana and four youths were each sentenced
egpeosodoSeondimepdyprapeps to three years in jail. (Photo: Mandalay Sangha

? Union)
A [

Sropcep BT TR : The four youths sentenced together with the monk
200D§NOC BEI0HLD) adWDEY (0scc0:
—— Wﬁ i il were Ko Kaung Khant Zaw (aka Ko Ngat), Ko Hein

Maung, Ko Paing Nway Oo and Ko Ne Ye.
U/R a 4

o o) oformiiofiocs ||| 0303410608 o§Eogd: 3e4q

All five have been detained for the past month and
not allowed a defense lawyer or the chance to
defend themselves before the court, said the Union, pointing out that this violated their human
rights.

“Only when we root out the military dictatorship will our rights be restored,” the Mandalay
Sangha Union said in its statement.

Political columnist and junta critic Sithu Aung Myint, who was already serving a three-year
sentence in Insein Prison for sedition, was hit with additional jail time on Thursday.

The junta’s court handed him two more years with labor on an incitement charge.

More than 16,000 people have been arrested since the coup in February last year, and nearly
13,000 people remain in detention, according to the Assistance Association for Political
Prisoners, a rights group that monitors arrests.
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Political detainees include elected leaders, lawmakers, journalists, peaceful protesters, striking
civil servants, activists, as well as more than 300 children, many of whom are being held as
hostages to threaten their family members.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-jails-senior-monk-five-other-anti-
regime-activists.html

Junta Watch: Pro-Regime Media Spin Biden Comment; State and Regional Govts Warned; and
More

By THE IRRAWADDY 26 November 2022

Pro-junta journalist twists Biden’s words

Regime spokesperson Brig-Gen Zaw Min Tun during a
press conference / AFP

Myanmar military regime spokesperson Zaw Min Tun said
staff from the US Embassy in Yangon needed to be sent
back to the States in haste if US President Joe Biden really
said, as a pro-regime media representative falsely
claimed, that the junta should hold an election as soon as
possible in order to put Myanmar on the path to democracy.

“If what you said is true the US Embassy here will be in trouble. We will have to send them back
because there is a damn contradiction between [comments by] their president and them,” said
the spokesperson, who is known for his rude comments and unprofessionalism.

The drama unfolded during the regime’s most recent weekly press conference, which was
packed with people from regime-sponsored media.

A self-proclaimed journalist from NHP news, while asking rambling questions on topics ranging
from the regime’s planned election to transportation, interpreted a comment by Biden on the
need to put Myanmar back on a democratic path as “urging” the regime to hold its election “as
soon as possible.”

The so-called journalist from the pro-regime media outlet appeared to be unaware that the US
Embassy in Yangon early this month released a statement in which US Secretary of State
Antony Blinken said the regime’s planned elections next year would be a sham and urged the
international community to refuse to recognize the military and its so-called election. Biden
said in January that the regime should immediately engage in a meaningful dialogue with all
parties to return Myanmar to its democratic path. Neither the president nor the embassy have
ever supported regime-organized elections, which have already been denounced by the
Myanmar people.
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The question by NHP was just the latest example of the efforts by pro-junta media in Myanmar
to propagate misinformation and disinformation in the country, and sheds light on just how
lacking in intelligence the people working for pro-regime media in Myanmar truly are.

In September, following Queen Elizabeth II’s funeral, a journalist from a pro-regime media
outlet told Zaw Min Tun he had learned that Buckingham Palace was haunted and asked him
whether the palace had invited monks from Myanmar to recite Buddhist mantras there to help
the Queen’s soul rest in peace.

Junta, Russia deepen nuclear cooperation

Representatives of the junta’s Electricity and Energy
Ministry and Russia’s Rosatom sign an MoU on a
feasibility study for implementation of nuclear power
plants in Myanmar on Nov. 23. / Cincds

The military regime’s Ministry of Electricity and Energy
and Russia’s state-run nuclear corporation Rosatom
signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) to
conduct a survey on the construction of nuclear power

plants in Myanmar.

The MoU was signed on the sidelines of ATOMEXPO-2022 in Sochi, Russia. The proposed
nuclear power plants will be based on Russian small modular reactor technology,

The regime said it would only use nuclear energy for peaceful purposes. But its words are hard
to believe considering it has been killing its civilians with weapons supplied by Russia, and has
ignored the international community’s demands to end its violence.

On Nov. 19, junta Science and Technology Minister Dr. Myo Thein Kyaw signed an agreement
with Rosatom to open a Nuclear Technology Information Center in Yangon early next year.

Junta-appointed Electricity and Energy Minister U Thaung Han, and Science and Technology
Minister Dr. Myo Thein Kyaw attended ATOMEXPO-2022 during their third visit to Russia since
September.

The two accompanied the junta chief on his trip to Russia in September, and also flew to the
country in October.

The regime has said it is trying to make sure the whole country has access to electricity by 2030.
Moscow also to play role in education

With Russia also extending an offer to help in the country’s education sector, it appears that
Russian President Vladimir Putin and Min Aung Hlaing are entering a comprehensive strategic
partnership.
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A delegation of high-level Russian academics meet
junta-appointed International Cooperation
Minister U Ko Ko Hlaing on Nov. 23 / Cincds

Moscow has emerged as the largest arms supplier
to the military junta since the coup, while also
defending the regime on the international stage
and providing diplomatic support. The
cooperation recently widened into the economic sector with Russia promising to transfer
nuclear energy technology to the junta.

A high-level Russian delegation comprising pro-rectors and faculty heads visited junta-
appointed International Cooperation Minister U Ko Ko Hlaing, Foreign Minister U Wunna
Maung Lwin and Education Minister Dr. Nyunt Pe from Nov. 23-24, and discussed offering more
scholarships for Myanmar students to Russian universities, selecting Myanmar lecturers for
Russian government scholarships in 2023, cooperation in enhancing the quality of the junta-run
Naypyitaw State Academy, and an exchange of Burmese and Russian language teachers.

Since 2000, Russia has trained more than 7,000 Myanmar military officers for master’s degrees
and doctorates. Now, the two countries are seeking cooperation in education outside military
trainees.

Ironically, Min Aung Hlaing wants money squandering to end

Junta chief Min Aung Hlaing inspects housing for war
veterans in South Dagon Township, Yangon on May 26. /
Cincds

Min Aung Hlaing has warned his regime’s regional and state
governments to make sure projects being implemented by
them are making progress and achieving their stated
purposes.

Addressing a meeting of the junta’s financial commission on Thursday, the junta boss said
regional and state governments have failed to work properly on projects for which they
requested funds from the central government.

Some local governments have given up on proposed projects after they were given the funds
they asked for, he complained. Meanwhile, some projects could not be initiated, and some
projects were left incomplete, creating a debt burden for the regime, he added.

The complaint follows Min Aung Hlaing’s warning to his ministries last month not to waste
funds. He often lectures Myanmar people on the need to reduce rice, cooking oil and fuel
consumption, and not to waste electricity and water.
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At the same time, Min Aung Hlaing, who chairs the financial commission, has been squandering
public funds on vanity projects and ceremonies that serve no purpose other than to fuel his
endless ego trip.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/specials/junta-watch/junta-watch-pro-regime-media-spin-biden-
comment-state-and-regional-govts-warned-and-more.html

Technical Problems Ground Myanmar’s JF-17 Fighter Jets Bought From China
By THE IRRAWADDY | 25 November 2022

Most of the newly acquired Chinese and Pakistan-made JF-17 fighter jets that the Myanmar
regime has taken delivery of have been grounded due to technical malfunctions, according to
analysts and former Myanmar Air Force pilots who monitor the junta’s air capabilities.

The JF-17 fighters—lightweight multi-role combat aircraft jointly manufactured by China and
Pakistan—that the Myanmar Air Force has added to its fleet have structural cracks and other
technical issues, they told The Irrawaddy.

The aircraft, which are supposed to be capable of interception, ground attack and bombing
missions, have turned out to be unfit for service, and the Myanmar military lacks the technical
expertise to fix the problems, they added.

Myanmar reportedly inked a deal in early 2016 to procure 16 JF-17s from China at a cost of
USS25 million each. A first batch of six aircraft were delivered to the Myanmar Air Force in
2018, but details about the other 10 are not yet clear. The deal made Myanmar the first
country outside China and Pakistan to buy JF-17s.

Aircraft including four JF-17 Thunder fighters are
officially commissioned into the Myanmar Air Force in
2018.

Myanmar regime chief Min Aung Hlaing put four of the
malfunctioning JF-17 fighters into commission at a
ceremony at the Meiktila air base in December 2018.
Two more were commissioned in December 2019 as
the Air Force celebrated the 72nd anniversary of its founding.

Jointly manufactured by Pakistan Aeronautical Complex and Chengdu Aerospace Corporation of
China, the JF-17 was initially designed to balance India’s Air Force. They are equipped with
Western avionics and powered by the Russian Klimov RD 93 aeroengine, and set up on a China-
made airframe, according to analysts. They can be armed with air-to-air mid-range guided
missiles, 80-mm and 240-mm rockets, and 500-Ib bombs.
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The critical part of the JF-17 avionics is the China-made KLJ-7 Al radar, which has poor accuracy
and maintenance problems, analysts say. The aircraft does not even have an effective beyond-
visual-range (BVR) missile or airborne interception radar.

Malfunction of the Weapon Mission Management Computer has caused launch zones of BVR
air-to-air missiles to shrink during combat exercises, according to experts.

Furthermore, the airframe is vulnerable to damage, especially in its wingtips and hardpoints,
when the aircraft encounters strong gravitational forces, according to a former pilot of the
Myanmar Air Force.

Problems after purchase

As the avionics and electronics installed in JF-17s are made with parts from Western countries,
the Myanmar military purchased the fighter jets through middlemen between 2015 and 2020.
Following the coup, the European Union imposed sanctions against the Myanmar military and
arms brokers, and the Air Force now has no spare parts for the JF-17s, according to analysts and
former pilots.

The trade embargo also makes it impossible for the Myanmar military regime to directly buy
missiles and bombs for its JF-17s. The regime meanwhile has forged a partnership with the
Pakistan military, sending weapons system officers from the Air Force and Air Defense units to
Pakistan for training from time to time.

For the Myanmar Air Force to carry out deadly air strikes on ethnic armed revolutionary
organizations and civilians, it mainly needs air-to-surface missiles, and it reportedly held talks
with Pakistan to order these as well as bombs and rockets. Around May this year, a cargo plane
from Pakistan loaded with JF-17 spare parts landed in Myanmar.

Technicians from the Pakistan Air Force made a secret visit to Myanmar in September during
which they set up a JF-17 simulator for pilots of the Myanmar Air Force at Pathein air base, and
also solved some technical problems. A JF-17 weapons system officer however said the
weapons system of the JF-17 is too technically complex for Myanmar pilots to handle, according
to former pilots.

Current situation

AJF-17

& Thanks to the JF-17s’ poor accuracy, the Myanmar Air
Force still can’t use them for combat four years after they
were commissioned. This has led the Air Force to rely on
Russian-made Yak-130 and MiG-29 fighter jets and China-
made K-8 fighters, said analysts.
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While the Myanmar Air Force has spent a large sum to procure malfunctioning aircraft from
China and Pakistan, arms broker Dr. Naing Htut Aung has earned millions of US dollars from the
deal, The Irrawaddy has learned.

At the 72nd anniversary event for the Myanmar Air Force, Min Aung Hlaing boasted that the
Myanmar Air Force started with Tiger Moth planes, but now has hangars filled with modern
aircraft including supersonic jet fighters, transportation aircraft, and assault and transportation
helicopters.

He made no mention of the Air Force’s unusable JF-17 fighters.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/technical-problems-ground-myanmars-jf-17-fighter-
jets-bought-from-china.html

German Govt is Funding Myanmar Junta Military Training: Rights Group
By HEIN HTOO ZAN | 25 November 2022

Rights group Justice for Myanmar (JFM) says Germany is funding the training of Myanmar junta
military personnel in a potential violation of European Union sanctions.

Germany’s Foreign Office is funding the training via a project run by the Max Planck Foundation
to promote maritime peace and security in Southeast Asia.

Myanmar has faced violent political repression by the junta since the coup in February last year,
as the majority of people reject military rule. Facing a widespread armed uprising, the junta has
been unable to gain control over the country. It has so far killed more than 2,500 people.

The Max Planck Foundation has invited three representatives of the junta to join a workshop in
Singapore from November 28 to December 2, the JFM statement said.

Topics to be covered in the workshop include military operations at sea, maritime terrorism,
and ways to respond to unilateral sanctions.

Germany’s funding enables a sanctioned entity to reward loyalty, gain legitimacy and acquire
skills and knowledge that supports the junta’s illegal attempted coup, JFM spokesperson Ma
Yadanar Maung said.

“By providing support and legitimacy to the Myanmar military junta, the German government
and the Max Planck Foundation are emboldening its atrocity crimes, undermining democracy
and potentially breaching EU sanctions,” she remarked.

JFM pointed out that Germany’s funding appears to breach Article 4a(2) of EU Sanctions, which
read, “No funds or economic resources shall be made available, directly or indirectly, to or for
the benefit of natural or legal persons, entities or bodies listed in Annex IV.”
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Earlier this month, the EU imposed a fifth package of sanctions on Myanmar’s junta, having
previously sanctioned regime leader Min Aung Hlaing, defense minister Mya Tun Oo and other
junta ministers.

At least two EU-sanctioned individuals are participating in the Max Planck Foundation project,
which also legitimizes the junta as the government of Myanmar, JFM said.

The project is strategically important to the military regime given it only has stable control of 17
percent of Myanmar territory, and capacity-building may help increase that control as it
intensifies a war of terror against its people. The foundation’s project provides specific skills to
assist the junta’s illegal attempt to take control of Myanmar’s coastline and maritime borders,
JFM said.

The Max Planck Foundation website states that all 10 ASEAN (Association of Southeast Asian
Nations) member states have nominated representatives for the Singapore workshop — the fifth
in a series of six planned activities.

Two in-person workshops have been held since Myanmar’s military seized power last year, in
the Philippines in July this year and in Vietnam in September. Junta representatives participated
in the Vietnam workshop funded by the German government.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/the-world-myanmar/german-govt-is-funding-myanmar-
junta-military-training-rights-group.html

‘Fear causes more hate’: Beheadings haunt Myanmar’s heartland

NOVEMBER 25, 2022 | By FRONTIER

\ Y7 " Soldiers at a protest in Yangon on February 15, 2021

(Frontier)

The country has seen a grisly surge in beheadings since
the coup — with both pro-military and anti-military
figures targeted — a pattern observers say reflects the
military’s brutality and the subsequent rage of the
people it oppresses.

When schoolteacher U Saw Tun Moe received a warning that the Myanmar military was
approaching Kyar Thit Kan village on October 17, he told his students to find their parents and
“run as far as you can”. His concern was understandable — less than a month earlier helicopter
gunships had opened fire on another school, killing at least 12 children.

The 46-year-old, who had been teaching for six years, was from a neighbouring village in
Magway Region’s Pauk Township and wasn’t familiar with the local terrain. Saw Tun Moe tried
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to hide in a field, where he was quickly discovered by soldiers, who took him to another school
in a nearby village.

There, they cut off three of his fingers, commonly used to flash a pro-democracy salute styled
after the Hunger Games, before decapitating him and sticking his head on a spike on the school
fence.

“I was left totally speechless by that barbaric act,” said Saw Tun Moe’s colleague U Htee Hlaing,
who was with him before the raid. Htee Hlaing described the maths and physics teacher as an
honest and shy man who often donated to charity.

Saw Tun Moe was targeted by the Myanmar military because of his association with the
National Unity Government, a parallel administration appointed by elected lawmakers in
defiance of the February 2021 military coup. He had been a private school teacher before the
coup, but as armed resistance groups repelled the military from parts of Magway Region, he
joined the NUG’s Board of Education in Pauk.

Htee Hlaing said he was identified as an NUG teacher by members of the pro-military Pyusawhti
militia that controls two other nearby villages. He theorised that the junta is using such severe
tactics to spread fear and quell resistance in Magway, which has emerged as one of the fiercest
hotspots of opposition to military rule.

“I think the men from our land do not fear dying from guns. So, they beheaded him to put fear
in us,” he said.

The act of beheading is not new to Myanmar — in Swedish journalist Bertil Lintner’s

book Outrage, about the 1988 pro-democracy uprising, he wrote that a 24-year-old student
from Yangon who joined ethnic armed group the Karen National Union was beheaded by the
Tatmadaw “probably as a deterrent to other students”.

But the practice was not limited to the military. Lintner writes that in 1988, executions, which
were “mostly beheadings”, of suspected military spies “became an almost daily occurrence” in
Yangon. In one incident in South Okkalapa Township, as many as 20 alleged military
collaborators were beheaded by residents, as student activists and monks tried to prevent the
massacre.

In another incident in North Okkalapa Township in August 1988, documented in Outrage and
elsewhere, police officers were after their station was overrun and burned down by a
mob.
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People in Monywa carry coffins of fellow anti-coup
protesters killed by security forces in March 2021. The
military’s violent crackdowns unleashed a cycle of
violence, particularly felt in the Dry Zone. (Handout /
AFP)

‘Not the path to victory’

The present-day uprising against the military is no

exception.

In August last year, the anti-military Goodhearted Gangster group operating in Myaung
Township in Sagaing Region bragged on Facebook that it beheaded a junta-appointed local
administrator and “played football with his head”.

While the Facebook post has since been deleted, the incident was also reported by Mizzima at
the time, and the group did not deny the reports when contacted by Frontier in October this
year. “Beheading dalans is as easy as eating or drinking for our group,” they said in a message,
using a Burmese term for a military informant.

The coup has given birth to hundreds of new anti-military armed groups across the country.
While some, known as People’s Defence Forces, operate under the NUG’s chain of command,
the parallel administration has limited control over them in practice, and dozens of others
operate completely independently.

While the Goodhearted Gangsters were seemingly not under the NUG at the time of the
Facebook post, they claimed to have since joined the Ministry of Defence’s Battalion 5 based in
Mandalay Region’s Myingyan District. The defence ministry did not respond to requests for
comment, but other PDFs under NUG command confirmed that Goodhearted Gangsters are
also under the NUG.

The daughter of one local junta administrator allegedly beheaded by Goodhearted Gangsters
said her family had warned him many times not to accept the job. “Actually, | didn’t like him
and | hated the military coup,” she said, explaining that her father was a retired soldier. “But |
don’t think he deserved to be killed that way. It’s like a nightmare for all of us.”

After his execution, she said the entire family moved to Mandalay city out of fear that they
could be targeted as well. “I personally don’t hate the PDFs, but after that | honestly fear them
a lot,” she said.

The NUG’s human rights ministry condemned such “barbaric acts”.

“Whoever commits it, we can’t tolerate that, we can’t let it happen. We have to stop these ugly
things,” NUG human rights minister U Aung Myo Min told Frontier. “It affects not only the
victim, but it is very heart-breaking for his family.”
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The military is a highly centralised, hierarchical organisation, meaning responsibility for its war
crimes go right to the top. The opposition to its rule, conversely, is largely a decentralised,
grassroots uprising that is exceptionally difficult to control. The NUG has declared its
commitment to human rights and rules of war, occasionally condemning and investigating its
own forces, but still struggles to control various armed groups that are formally subordinate to
it.

The Sagaing-based Chaung-U PDF, under the NUG’s chain of command, told Frontier it has had
problems with the Goodhearted Gangsters, and that some members of the latter group are
being investigated by the NUG.

A spokesperson said the Goodhearted Gangsters came into Chaung-U Township, which
neighbours Myaung, to assassinate a man known as Ko Min.

“We immediately came and negotiated with the Goodhearted Gangsters because this case was
in our [township]. We could confirm that Ko Min was not an informer,” they said, also accusing
the Goodhearted Gangsters of stealing money and phones in the area.

The following day, Chaung-U PDF said it arrested five members of the group and reported the
thefts and attempted killing to the NUG.

“Some resistance groups become powerful when they get enough guns, but they don’t have a
good chain of command or good discipline. They become murderers instead of warriors,” the
PDF member said.

He acknowledged that the Chaung-U PDF also kills dalans, saying “informers can be more
dangerous than a battalion”, but said they must be carefully investigated first and not killed in a
cruel manner.

“We must be aware that we are in a very sensitive state. Killing more people, treating people
more brutally, is not the path to victory.”

A village in Sagaing’s Mingin Township, where more than
100 homes were allegedly burned by the military. The
military’s violent crackdowns and village burnings have
unleashed a cycle of reciprocal violence in Myanmar’s
heartland. (Handout / Chin Twin Chit Thu / AFP)

‘The cycle continues’

A review of local media indicates that beheadings have
become disturbingly commonplace since the coup. This is particularly so in Myanmar’s central
Dry Zone — the heartland of the country’s ethnic majority, the Bamar — which includes parts of
Sagaing, Magway and Mandalay regions, although Sagaing has seen the most incidents.
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In July, the International Institute for Strategic Studies that the conflict in the Dry Zone
has become “existential”, and the military’s violent campaign has “dissolved the lines between
civilian and combatant”.

The report says both PDFs and Pyusawhti militias were largely formed by civilians “from the
ground-up” causing severe damage to “long-established social ties”.

While both pro-military and anti-military figures have been beheaded, the tactic seems to have
been used far more frequently by military-aligned forces.

Some incidents have been documented in earlier Frontier reports. A resistance

leader Frontier in May that other anti-military forces beheaded a suspected dalan in
Sagaing’s Tabayin Township. Sources in Tanintharyi Township, in the southern tip of
Myanmar, junta forces of beheading two PDF fighters and two civilians after a
particularly fierce clash.

Looking to other media outlets, Khit Thit Media that ethnic armed group the Shanni
Nationalities Army, allegedly collaborating with the Tatmadaw, beheaded prisoners in Sagaing’s
Homalin Township in September. In October, a PDF group the pro-military Thway
Thauk death squad of beheading multiple people in Mandalay’s Natogyi Township. Two
members of the Yinmabin PDF were by the military in October, while four
members of the Monywa PDF, also in Sagaing, the same fate in November.

On the other side, the Democratic Voice of Burma reported in May last year that a junta-
appointed village tract administrator was beheaded in Sagaing’s Khin-U Township, while

RFA an alleged Pyusawhti member was beheaded in Taze Township, also in Sagaing, in
July of that year.

The act of beheading is usually a religious or ritualistic practice. Elsewhere in Southeast Asia, it

has been used regularly by the Islamist group in the Philippines and

Islamic . In Cambodia, where animist beliefs are widespread,
self-proclaimed sorcerers are sometimes , as some believe the act will thwart their
black magic.

Mr Michael Charney, professor of Asian and military history at the School of Oriental and
African Studies in London, said animist beliefs may be at play in Myanmar beheadings as well.

“Pre-universal salvation religion (animist) communities believed that one’s power or soul-stuff
[is] concentrated in the head and this has survived despite Buddhism and other universal
salvation religions,” he said via email.

Charney said the history of beheadings in Myanmar goes back far beyond the 1988 uprising.
“Burma has historically had headhunting among highland communities,” he said, adding
beheadings were also recorded during fighting between the Konbaung and Mon kingdoms in

Page 24 of 54


https://myanmar.iiss.org/analysis/dryzone
https://www.frontiermyanmar.net/en/the-struggle-to-bring-justice-to-myanmar/
https://www.frontiermyanmar.net/en/this-area-has-never-experienced-war-before-the-fight-for-tanintharyi/
https://www.facebook.com/khitthitnews/posts/1589677114802962
https://myanmar-now.org/mm/news/12791
https://www.facebook.com/mandalayfreepress/photos/pcb.222738223413004/222738180079675
https://www.rfa.org/burmese/news/monywa-htanlaypin-death-14reached-11092022033954.html
https://www.rfa.org/burmese/news/one-man-killed-in-tanze-07222021030524.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abu_Sayyaf_beheading_incidents
https://www.hrw.org/news/2008/07/07/thailand-beheadings-burnings-renewed-terror-campaign
https://www.phnompenhpost.com/national/was-revenge-beheading-kampot-healer-accused-sorcery-shows-dark-side-superstition

the 1700s. He said the Burmese were also victims of mass beheadings under Britain’s
pacification campaign after it conquered the royal capital of Mandalay in 1885.

Bo Min Yaung, a relative of pro-democracy icon Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and independence hero
General Aung San, was by British forces during this period, with his head put on
display in Magway’s Natmauk Township.

“As a country where war is always raging, beheadings have become more frequent than other
countries in the region,” said political analyst and author U Than Soe Naing, who added that it’s
a method of control by the authoritarian regime.

“Beheading is a way to show that you are powerful, that you are above the law... It puts the
most fear inside. When you look at Myanmar history, the rulers always try to put fear in people.
And the fear always works.”

The viciousness of the act also seems emblematic of the strains that the coup and the resulting
conflict have placed on the country’s social fabric.

In April, the International Crisis Group that the military’s use of civilian Pyusawhti
militias in its crackdowns is leading to “tit for tat killings” that could unleash “long-term cycles
of communal violence”.

“| see it as a part of the explosion of public anger,” Than Soe Naing said, adding that the
military’s actions have “forced these unarmed people to do violence”.

“It is not an inherent part of Myanmar society, and it shouldn’t exist or align with our religion,”
he said.

One fighter from the Tabayin PDF agreed that beheadings were part of a cycle of hate
consuming the Myanmar heartland.

“I think many of the resistance groups started out with knives and swords before they had guns,
and it is easy to end a life by cutting their throat,” he told Frontier. “But beheading is different.
That comes from hate and a desire to cause fear. But fear causes more hate, and the cycle
continues.”

https://www.frontiermyanmar.net/en/fear-causes-more-hate-beheadings-haunt-myanmars-

heartland/
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