PEACE Info (October 5, 2022)

Eleven Members and Supporters of Myanmar’s Ousted NLD Killed

11 killed, including NLD members, in Myanmar’s Mandalay region

Political prisoners die after being denied emergency medical interventions in Mandalay

Myanmar Junta Troops Raid Pro-NLD Villages in Sagaing

Dozens of Myanmar Junta Troops, Informant Killed in Two Days of PDF Strikes

Killings in Mandalay’s Natogyi Township linked to Thwe Thout

On Myanmar's Resistance to the Junta and What the Future Holds

Myanmar Resistance Group Warns Parties Not to Take Part in Junta’s 2023 Election

Loyalists of Myanmar junta chief take over proxy party’s key leadership positions

New Chair of Myanmar Military’s Proxy Party Urges USDP Cooperation for Regime’s Agenda
Economic collapse will lead to political instability: SAC chair

Villagers Oppose Gold Mining In Tanai

Regime Seizes Land In Taunggyi Township For Railway Line
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Eleven Members and Supporters of Myanmar’s Ousted NLD Killed
By THE IRRAWADDY | 5 October 2022

At least 11 Mandalay National League for Democracy (NLD) members and supporters have
allegedly been killed within two days by the pro-regime terror group, Thwe Thout. Observers
believe junta personnel carried out the killings.

The group on April 21 launched “Operation Red” against the party’s members and supporters,
their families and supporters of anti-regime resistance groups.

More than 20 NLD members and supporters were killed by early October, according to the NLD
and news reports.

On Monday night, NLD supporters U Kyaw San, 55, U Hla Soe, 56, and U Thein Lwin, 47, were
detained by junta forces from their houses in Natogyi town in Mandalay. Supporters Ko Kyaw
Min, 44, and Ko Zin Min Tun, 36, were seized from their houses in Htan Gwa village, 8km east of
the town, according to residents and Natogyi People’s Defense Force (PDF).

On Tuesday morning the four bodies were found at the Htan Gwa junction east of the town and
the body of U Kyaw San was found in Kyauklonegyi west of the town.

A National League for Democracy supporter killed by the
Thwe Thout group in Kyaukse Township, Mandalay Region,
in May.

All victims had been stabbed in the abdomen and throat,
the township’s PDF and NLD members told The Irrawaddy.
Thwe Thout lanyards were left with the bodies.

“The regime killed the victims as our township has no Thwe
Thout members,” said a Natogyi PDF member.

Thwe Thout is seen as a sham group used by the junta to avoid international criticism,
according to the PDF member.

He said the killings were designed to deter innocent people from supporting the resistance.

“They voted NLD but they were living peacefully. It is cold-blooded murder,” an NLD member in
the township told The Irrawaddy.

On Sunday night, U Tun Zaw, the NLD’s central executive committee member of neighboring
Taungtha Township, was killed after being detained by junta forces and regime-appointed
township administrators.

The Bagan Nyaung Oo Thwe Thout group claimed responsibility for the killing on pro-regime
Telegram channels.
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U Tun Zaw was a campaign manager for U Win Chit Aung, who was elected in the 2020 general
election.

The General Strike Committee in Taungtha claimed that the township’s general administration
department must take responsibility for the killing as it was involved in his arrest.

Thwe Thout’s logo on a lanyard left on a victim.

On Sunday night, NLD members U Win Aung Moe, 55, U Nyin Chan
Min, 45, and Ma Thaw Mi Mi Win, 32, were killed by junta forces and
pro-regime Pyu Saw Htee militia members after they were taken
from their Sintgu village homes in Nyaung-U Township in Mandalay
Region.

Residents found their bodies beside a highway opposite the Sintgu
Hospital the next morning.

The victims had been stabbed in the abdomen and throats, family
members told the media.

Ma Thaw Mi Mi Win had reportedly been raped, reported residents

and her relatives.

Bagan Nyaung Oo Thwe Thout claimed responsibility for the killing.

The group claimed to have killed another NLD member, U Kyaw Win, 68, from the Sal Ywar
village in Nyaung Oo on Sunday night.

The victim was reportedly killed outside the village after being arrested by junta troops along
with her daughter.

NLD member Daw Thein Htay, 50, was reportedly killed by the Thwe Thout group in Kyaukse
Township, Mandalay Region.

The NLD said in May that 917 party members had been arrested since the February 1 coup last
year.

Of those detained 701 NLD members, including party leaders and 98 elected lawmakers, are
still in custody.

Around 20 NLD members, including a lawmaker, have died in regime custody, according to the
party.

By Tuesday, an estimated 2,336 people had been killed by junta forces and 15,757 are in junta
detention, said the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners that is documenting deaths and
arrests.
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11 killed, including NLD members, in Myanmar’s Mandalay region

Junta troops and local militia are believed to be behind the killings in three townships.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.10.05

An anti-regime protest in Nyaung-U township,
Mandalay region on May 31, 2021. Citizen journalist

Nearly a dozen people, including members of
Myanmar's deposed National League for Democracy
(NLD) party, have been killed in three townships in
Mandalay region on three successive days, locals said
Wednesday.

Cisre e The victims, 10 men and one woman, all died after
having their throats slit and were discovered with cards bearing the logo of the
Kyaukpadaung township-based "Thway Thauk," or "Blood Comrades" pro-junta militia group.
Their bodies had been disposed of along roads in Nyaung-U, Natogyi and Taungtha
townships.

At around 7:00 p.m. on Monday, Myint Zaw Lin, 48, the younger brother of NLD MP Myint
Sein was seized by around 20 people in plain clothes, according to locals. They said his body
was found the following morning near the train line that runs past Nyaung-U.

NLD member Kyaw Win, 68, was killed on Sunday as he returned home after being forced to
flee from taking part in unspecified political activities, the Nyaung-U residents said.

The two were arrested and killed by plainclothes military intelligence officers and members
of the Blood Comrades, according to locals. RFA has not been able to confirm the claim.

Seven men in plain clothes also snatched two men and a woman -- all NLD members -- from
Singu township around midnight on Sunday, residents said. Their bodies were discovered
near a hospital the following morning.

“They have not done anything political and have been away from the [NLD] party for a long
time," a resident, who did not want to be named for safety reasons, told RFA Burmese.

"At the beginning, | thought they were just taken in for questioning, but all three bodies
were found in the morning. One man, Win Aung Moe, was found with his hands tied behind
his back.”
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Apart from 52-year-old Win Aung Moe, the dead have been identified as Nyein Chan Min, a
40-year-old man and Thaw Mi, a 30-year-old woman. The bodies were cremated on Tuesday.

: The funeral announcement for Myint Zaw Lin who was
~ : “5, 3\ 3 . . _ .
3{)‘\&),\4)&0)?&, N - slain Oct. 3, 2022, in Nyaung-U township, Mandalay

920,004 clo‘?c

region, Myanmar. Credit: Citizen journalist
S

l : ‘%T“‘?”\:; E'\D?’X?ogf Natogyi and Taungtha killings

m[ifnff\uf(g) [ Five residents of Natogyi were abducted by a group of
o men in military uniforms on Monday and found slain the
following morning, sources from the township said.

The dead were identified as Kyaw Hsan, 55, Hla Soe, 56, Thein Lwin, 47, Kyaw Min, 42, and
Zin Min, 38.

An official with Natogyi anti-junta People's Defense Force (PDF) told RFA the bodies were
found with their throats slit and the logo of the Blood Comrades placed on or near them.
However, he claimed that the perpetrators were junta troops posing as members of the pro-
junta militia.

“Men in junta uniforms took them away -- some were caught by men on foot while others
were taken by men in four vehicles," the PDF official said, speaking on condition of
anonymity.

"The victims are regular civilians. They have no connections with our group. They are not our
supporters either. They are not active in politics."

The PDF official said the Blood Comrades do not operate in Natogyi.

"In the past, there was a similar [pro-junta] group formed to fight against us, but we took the
first strike and eliminated them. This time, the military killed these people themselves and
labeled them as ‘Thway Thauk’ militia group members.”

In Taungtha, a 40-year-old NLD party member named Tun Zaw was taken from his home by
more than a dozen junta troops on Monday and found dead the next day, township residents
said. His throat had also been slit and a Blood Comrade card was placed near his body, they
said.

The information officer from a PDF unit in Taungtha that calls itself the Guerrilla Warfare
Group told RFA that all of the killings over the past three days were carried out by junta
troops and said residents of the area are now living in fear.

“We revolutionary fighters have pushed back [against the junta] and now they are
committing these murders in response to our actions," said the officer, who declined to be
named.
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Thein Htay, the economist, minister and spokesperson of the junta’s Mandalay region
administration, claimed he was unaware of the killings, when contacted by RFA for
comment.

Undated photo of the town entrance of Natogyi
township, Mandalay region, Myanmar. Credit:
Citizen journalistNLD targeted

On April 21, 2022, the Blood Comrades, a formerly
unknown pro-junta militia, announced their plan
to kill all NLD party members, party supporters,

: PDF troops and their family members, in a
message posted to the Telegram social media platform. Sources say at least 30 people have
been killed by the group.

According to the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners (Burma) 2,336 pro-democracy
activists and other civilians have been killed by the junta in the 20 months since the
military's Feb. 1, 2021 coup.

Members of the deposed NLD have been frequent targets of violence. According to the NLD,
55 party members have been killed between the military takeover and the end of September
this year.

This story has been updated with the increased death toll in Mandalay, comments from
local PDF groups and the regional junta spokesman, and to provide background on the
killing of NLD members.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/nld-member-killed-mandalay-
10052022031503.html

Political prisoners die after being denied emergency medical interventions in Mandalay

Detainees in both Obo and Meiktila prisons have died after junta prison staff reject their
requests for urgent medical support, insiders say

Maung Shwe Wah / Mary Hnin | Published on Oct 5, 2022

Inmates convicted by the junta of politically motivated charges in Mandalay’s Obo and Meiktila
prisons are being refused access to healthcare—often with fatal consequences—according to
sources close to and inside the facilities.

At least one political prisoner at each site died in mid-September after being denied medical
treatment, Myanmar Now has learned.
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Obo Prison in August 2022 (Myanmar Now)

Zaw La Pyae, a young railroad worker who joined
the Civil Disobedience Movement and was
sentenced to seven years in prison on terrorism
charges in July, died in Meiktila Prison on
September 18 after experiencing shortness of
breath and fatigue for three days.

A source close to him said that his symptoms did
not improve after he received an unidentified injection and medication from the prison clinic on
September 17.

“It seemed like he became worse after returning from the clinic. He couldn’t even eat
anymore,” the source said.

Zaw La Pyae asked again to be examined by a doctor at 7am on September 18, but was
allegedly told by clinic staff that his problems were “in his head,” according to the source.

Two hours later, he collapsed, with other political prisoners pleading with staff to have him
admitted to an outside hospital, to which the clinic doctor finally agreed, but he was not
transported to the facility until hours later.

He died at 11:20am, a half hour after arriving at the hospital. Prison authorities ruled Zaw La
Pyae’s death as heart valve failure.

Myanmar Now has been unable to contact his family.

Similarly, in Obo Prison, a handwritten letter composed anonymously by an inmate and
smuggled out of the facility late last month detailed how a political prisoner died on the
evening of September 17 also after being refused a medical intervention for an undisclosed
condition.

The document, which has been seen by Myanmar Now, did not identify the deceased by name
but as having been held in Cell 6 of the third ward. It also described various forms of torture to
which political prisoners are subjected, including solitary confinement.

A Mandalay-based lawyer could not confirm the death of the individual in question but said
that there are “several” cases in which prisoners have died after being denied medical
interventions, or in which the prison authorities have cremated the bodies of deceased inmates
without notifying their families.

He explained that grave rights abuses continue to occur in Obo.

“One of my clients was put in a solitary cell and was starved. He couldn’t even come to court for
a while. He could only attend his court hearings after he was released from solitary,” the lawyer

Page 7 of 54


https://www.myanmar-now.org/sites/myanmar-now.org/files/news-images/obo_prison_with_logo.jpeg

told Myanmar Now. “When | saw him again, he had lost so much weight. His health didn’t seem
very good, either.”

“The prisoners are losing their rights every day,” he added.

The All Burma Federation of Student Unions released a statement in August which also
revealed that Obo’s political prisoners were being starved, beaten, and even electrocuted.

Another lawyer said that authorities in Obo killed two political prisoners and injured 13 others
during a series of beatings with metal batons in the men’s wing in early June.

Myanmar Now is unable to independently verify the incidents. The military has used health
restrictions associated with the Covid-19 pandemic to deny visits to political prisoners, making
it difficult to gather further information on the ongoing rights violations.

Activists whose colleagues are incarcerated told Myanmar Now in September that political
prisoners transferred from Obo to another Mandalay prison—Myingyan—have been
subjected to physical abuse, including brutal beatings by prison personnel, sometimes to the
point of unconsciousness.

At least 15,000 people arrested since the February 2021 coup are still being detained
nationwide, according to the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners. More than 2,300
people have been killed by the regime during that same period.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/political-prisoners-die-after-being-denied-
emergency-medical-interventions-in-mandalay

Myanmar Junta Troops Raid Pro-NLD Villages in Sagaing
By HEIN HTOO ZAN |5 October 2022

Myanmar junta troops have reportedly been burning houses and detaining hundreds of
villagers near Monywa, the capital of Sagaing Region, since Tuesday.

Approximately 80 troops raided Monyway and Kyaymon villages on Tuesday morning, shooting
and firing mortars.

The villages are National League for Democracy strongholds about 16km apart in the south of
Monywa Township, beside the Monywa-Mandalay road.

The villagers held regular protests almost every week and organized a protest committee.

“They detained anyone they could find in three monasteries in the village,” said a Kyaymon
resident who escaped to a nearby village.
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Elderly people and children were also being held and the house of the NLD’s village committee
chair in Monyway was burned down, residents said. He had already fled the village.

Reinforcements arrived in the evening and at least 150 troops were deployed in the village.

Ko Arkar of the Monywa People’s Defense Force said: “We can see burning houses from a
distance. Villagers tell us that many male villagers have been beaten and interrogated.”

The Monyway and Kyaymon Protest Committee said at least eight houses had been burned
down and more than 300 residents from both villages were still under detention.

“In Monyway, young people, including women, are still being beaten and interrogated if they
are suspected of having links to resistance groups,” the committee announced.

On Wednesday morning, eight military trucks and a bulldozer arrived at Lal Zin village, which is
near Monyway, to destroy minor roads.

Ko Arkar said the junta wants to force villagers to use the highway and to stop resistance forces
using multiple routes.

Junta vehicles are regularly attacked with landmines on the road in the township.

A 42-year-old Kyaymon resident said he was very worried about his family who were being
detained at the village monastery.

“l don’t dare to go back as they could arrest and beat anyone coming to the village.”

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-troops-raid-pro-nld-villages-in-
sagaing.html

Dozens of Myanmar Junta Troops, Informant Killed in Two Days of PDF Strikes
By THE IRRAWADDY | 5 October 2022

At least 35 Myanmar junta forces including pro-regime militia members and a junta informant
were killed in the last two days in attacks by People’s Defense Force (PDF) groups and ethnic
armed organizations (EAOs) in Sagaing and Tanintharyi Regions and Mon and Karen states.

Meanwhile, over 7,000 residents have been forced to flee their homes due to junta attacks
targeting civilians in Sagaing, and several thousand ethnic Chin residents of Matupi are feared
to be suffering food shortages due to a junta siege there.

The Irrawaddy has rounded up the following reports of significant attacks by PDFs and EAOs as
well as junta atrocities.

10 junta soldiers killed, injured in PDF drone strikes in Karen
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Two regime soldiers were killed and eight others including an army officer were seriously
injured in drone strikes conducted by a resistance group during a clash in Myawaddy Township,
Karen State on Tuesday, according to the Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA)’s Cobra
Column.

A fierce clash broke out on the Myawaddy-Wal Lay highway when the KNLA and allied
resistance groups attacked regime forces attempting to occupy an area with 120-mm artillery
support from a junta outpost in Phaluu.

In the afternoon, the Federal Wings resistance group conducted drone strikes against regime
forces of Tactical Battalion 441 stationed on a hilltop in the township. Military casualties are
unknown, however.

Aerial video shows terrified regime forces fleeing and seeking shelter after being bombed by a
PDF drone.

20 junta soldiers killed in PDF ambush in Tanintharyi

Military equipment and ammunition seized by a PDF group
after a clash with regime forces in Palaw Township, Tanintharyi
Region on Monday. / Palaw-PDF.

A total of 20 junta soldiers were reportedly killed in Palaw
Township, Tanintharyi Region on Monday when PDF-Myeik
District and allied resistance groups ambushed two military
vehicles on the Palaw-Myeik highway near Kadae Village, said
Palaw-PDF, which was involved in the ambush.

The resistance groups also used land mines to ambush a
detachment of reinforcements traveling to the conflict zone.

During the ambushes, at least 20 junta soldiers and two civilians
out of three who had been taken along with the troops were killed, said the PDF groups.

Three pro-regime militia members killed in Tanintharyi

A gun, cash, mobile phones and documents seized from three
Pyu Saw Htee pro-regime militia members in Launglon
Township, Tanintharyi Region on Tuesday. / LLPDF

Launglone-PDF claimed to have killed three pro-regime Pyu
Saw Htee militia members-—U Thaung Naing, Ko Min Naing
and Daw Tin Shein—near a village in Launglon Township,
Tanintharyi Region on Tuesday afternoon.
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The victims were accused of committing violence against local residents. A gun, mobile phones,
some cash and documents were seized from the militias, the PDF group said.

Five junta soldiers killed in PDF ambush on military flotilla in Sagaing

Five regime forces were gunned down by resistance snipers in Kani Township, Sagaing Region
on Monday when several resistance groups from Kani and neighboring Yinmabin Township
ambushed a military flotilla of 13 boats on the Chindwin River, said Kyauk Lone Gyi-PDF, which
joined the attack.

The flotilla was reportedly transporting food and ammunition to the northern part of the
country from Monywa. The PDF groups said a vessel caught fire after being attacked.

Video shows smoke pouring from a vessel during a firefight.
Four junta policemen killed in Sagaing

Weapons seized during an attack on four junta police officers

in Salingyi Township, Sagiang Region on Monday. / Young

i B People Force
LTS

Resistance group Salingyi Generation-Z claimed on Tuesday
that four junta policemen from Nyaung Phyu Pin Police Station
were killed in Salingyi Township, Sagaing Region on Monday
when it and two other PDF groups attacked the policemen as
they went outside to go shopping.

In the attack, four weapons, a grenade and ammunition were seized by the PDF groups.
Some 7,500 villagers forced to flee homes in Sagaing

Around 7,500 civilians from four villages in Kanbalu Township, Sagaing Region have been forced
to flee their homes after a military detachment of 60 junta soldiers raided the villages on
Tuesday morning, residents told The Irrawaddy.

During the raid, regime forces used heavy explosives to attack the village.
Chin residents fear food shortages due to weeks-long junta siege

Residents of the mountaintop town of Matupi in Chin State fear food shortages as the military
regime has completely blockaded the town for two weeks, local media outlet Zalen reported on
Tuesday.

The entry of people and goods has been blocked since Sept. 20, a day after a military
checkpoint near the town was attacked by the Chin Defense Force-Matupi.
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People from rural areas have been stranded in Matupi and prices of commodities are rising
daily due to a halt in the flow of goods to and from the town, the media outlet quoted residents
as saying.

Junta informant killed in Mon State

Accused junta informant U Aung Myint, 40, was killed by the Mon State Revolutionary
Organization (MSRO) at his house in a village in Ye Township, Mon State on Tuesday morning,
the resistance group told the media.

Based on information supplied by U Aung Myint, military forces attacked MSRO resistance
fighters who were repairing vehicles outside a village in the township on March 18. In the raid,
a PDF fighter and a 14-year-old boy were killed and two weapons, two motorbikes and another
vehicle were seized by junta forces, a member of the MSRO said on his Facebook page on
Tuesday.

The PDF group said it assassinated the informant in reprisal for the March 18 attack.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/dozens-of-myanmar-junta-troops-
informant-killed-in-two-days-of-pdf-strikes.html

Killings in Mandalay’s Natogyi Township linked to Thwe Thout

The bodies of five men who were brutally murdered after being arrested by soldiers on Monday
were discovered the next day with Thwe Thout lanyards, a hallmark of the pro-regime group

Maung Shwe Wah | Published on Oct 5, 2022

Thwe Thout routinely dumps the bodies of its victims in
public places, together with the distinctive red lanyard
(bottom right) that serves as its calling card, as a
warning to its enemies

Resistance sources in Mandalay Region’s Natogyi
Township say that five men who were found dead on
Tuesday appear to have been victims of the pro-junta
" Thwe Thout group.

The badly mutilated bodies of the men, who were arrested by uniformed soldiers late Monday
night, were discovered at two different locations, according to Twantay, a spokesperson for the
Natogyi People’s Defence Force (PDF).

One had been dumped near a public rest stop just west of the town of Natogyi, while the other
four were found some 5km to the east at the intersection of the Natogyi-Myittha highway and a
road leading to the village of Htan Gwa, he said.
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“The killers put lanyards that said Kyaukpadaung Thwe Thout on the bodies,” he told Myanmar
Now, citing witnesses.

“Some of the bodies were decapitated and some had their throats slashed. Those who saw the
bodies said that they had multiple cuts and gashes, but no bullet wounds,” he added.

The five victims were identified as Natogyi residents Kyaw San, 55, Hla Soe, 56, and Thein Lwin,
47, and Htan Gwa villagers Kyaw Min, 42, and Zin Min, 38.

“None of them had anything to do with the PDF. They were just ordinary civilians. And yet they
were all dragged away by soldiers and killed by Thwe Thout,” said Twantay.

He added that this was the first incident in Natogyi involving Thwe Thout, a self-styled vigilante
group that emerged earlier this year in response to guerrilla attacks targeting junta
collaborators.

According to Twantay, regime forces have been making large numbers of arrests in the area
since last Thursday, when the Natogyi PDF launched an attack on the home of a junta-
appointed administrator in Pyaw Byei, a village west of Natogyi.

No deaths were reported in that assault, but seven weapons were seized, he said.

“They can’t track us down, so they just do this to instil fear in people so that they don’t dare to
support or fund us,” said Twantay.

Since late April, when Thwe Thout launched “Operation Red” —a campaign to “annihilate” anti-
junta forces—its members have been abducting and murdering supporters of the ousted
National League for Democracy government and other regime opponents around the country.

While most of its victims have been in Mandalay Region, attacks have also been reported in
Naypyitaw and Yangon, Bago and Tanintharyi regions.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/killings-in-mandalays-natogyi-township-linked-to-
thwe-thout

On Myanmar's Resistance to the Junta and What the Future Holds
By BANYAR AUNG | 5 October 2022

Myanmar’s parallel National Unity Government (NUG) and its armed wing, the People’s
Defense Forces (PDFs), pose the biggest threats to the military regime in Bamar-majority areas.
Currently, PDFs are strongest in Sagaing and Magwe regions in central Myanmar. In 2022, they
have been able to form battalions and brigades equipped with automatic rifles. And although
central Myanmar has been hit hardest by junta atrocities, the PDFs are not dispirited and are
waging effective guerilla warfare against junta forces.
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It is impossible to estimate the number of PDF fighters in Sagaing and Magwe. But it is fair to
say that the teamwork, combativeness and innovation of PDFs in those regions means that they
are hitting regime forces hard. Guerilla attacks have also been reported in Bago, Ayeyarwady
and Tanintharyi regions. They have declined in Yangon and Mandalay, but there are still guerilla
attacks happening daily. PDF groups that are fighting alongside experienced ethnic armed
organizations (EAOs) have a more systematic structure, as well as better weapons and combat
skills, than their counterparts fighting independently.

The NUG says that it has formed more than 300 battalions in over 25 townships. But it is still
struggling to establish a network of local PDFs and put them under its direct command.
Moreover, there are also other resistance groups like the People’s Liberation Army, Bamar
People’s Liberation Army and so on that were formed out of different political ideologies. So
there are hundreds of thousands of armed fighters who have emerged in Bamar-majority areas,
with the NUG/PDFs at the core of the resistance.

Some compare the NUG with the National Coalition Government of the Union of Burma
(NCGUB), the government in exile which was established by pro-democracy forces following the
failed 1988 uprising against the then military regime. However, the NUG is different from the
NCGUB. Despite its shortcomings, it has its own armed wing and a financial system that has
earned it around US$45 million in a year and enabled the NUG to supply the PDFs. The NUG has
also installed parallel administrations complete with courts, schools and health care facilities in
some areas controlled by PDFs.

The NUG has won support at home and abroad, as well as establishing diplomatic relations with
foreign countries. It also has links with the National Unity Consultative Council (NUCC), a
coalition of political groups opposing the junta, and the Committee Representing Pyidaungsu
Hluttaw (CPRH), a body representing lawmakers elected in the 2020 general election, as well as
with EAOs. That is something the NCGUB could not achieve.

However, the NUG suffers from financial constraints. It needs hundreds of millions of US dollars
to properly arm and supply the PDFs. And it is not an easy task to distribute arms to PDFs.
Despite the lack of proper supplies, resistance forces, which mainly consist of young people, are
determined not to waver from their beliefs and that has shocked the regime.

Resistance Forces Shortcomings

1. The resistance continues to hold the view that it took during the early days of anti-coup
protests, when it believed it would be able to overturn military rule if the Civil
Disobedience Movement could be maintained for two months. In similar fashion, the
resistance now holds the view that the armed revolution will succeed in a few years.

It takes years to raise an army and it is costly to arm and supply an army. It is wrong to
think that victory can be achieved in a short period. Instead, it is important to do long-
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term planning, set yearly goals and work step by step and have the determination to
fight till the end.

2. While the regime is trying to crush the resistance using all kinds of violence and
brutality, the revolution must take a pragmatic approach instead of daydreaming about
an easy victory. It is important to build the PDFs into a strong army, not just to defeat
the regime but to establish a force to guarantee federal democracy in the long term.

3. International support for the NUG depends on the strength of the armed revolution
inside Myanmar. Had it not been for the revolt by the people, there would not have
been support from the international community. The NUG and its officials must be well
aware of this.

4. The CRPH claims a mandate as the body of lawmakers elected in the 2020 general
election held under the military-drafted 2008 Constitution. But the NUG has scrapped
the 2008 Constitution and EAOs also do not accept it. So there is a need to think about
the CPRH and its long-term future.

5. Although the NUCC had a good beginning, it is having difficulties in negotiations. Some
members have quit the NUCC. The National League for Democracy (NLD) lacks a clear
policy about federalism and is unwilling to relinquish its control as the central/Union
government of Myanmar, or so some NUCC stakeholders believe. So for now both the
NLD and the NUG lack the leadership to politically unify all the ethnic minorities. Even if
it can solidify the NUCC, there are other groups that have opted out of joining the NUCC
and it is still difficult to politically unify all the EAOs.

6. While the NUG has been able to cooperate militarily and establish a chain of command
with some EAQs, it still hasn’t been able to secure military cooperation with all the
EAOs. But this is not necessarily because of its performance. Ethnic people have
different historical backgrounds and cultures, while the size, finances, weaponry,
territorial control and political objectives of the EAOs vary. It is possible that some EAOs
might be waiting to see how the institutional strength and capacity of NUG develops,
but many still do not trust the NLD, the major stakeholder in the NUG, and its policy on
federalism and power-sharing among the ethnic states.

What Does the Future Hold?

1. The regime will continue to use violence and target civilians in its military operations.
Following the junta’s executions of pro-democracy activists in June against the request
of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations and the international community, the
regime will face increased isolation on the international stage. The regime is not in a
position to crush PDFs and EAOs and it will be depleted over time. It will lose control
over territories in the future. What could be the major blow to the regime is the
economic crisis that is projected to impact Myanmar around the end of this year. The
more the economy slows, the harder the junta will be hit.
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2. The unification of EAOs and PDFs will speed up the ousting of the regime. But there is no
party, organization or person that can unify those forces and lead the fight against the
junta. Given the situation on the ground, it is more likely that groups will control their
own territories like the United Wa State Army does at the moment.

3. While it is still impossible to assemble EAOs and PDFs either politically or militarily, the
idea of a federal Union and a federal army is detached from reality. What is more likely
in the foreseeable future is a set-up that resembles a confederation.

4. Society will face unrest and a crime wave due to the economic crisis and poverty. And it
will be difficult to control the actions of people who are unable to stand the cruelty of
the regime anymore and who decide to take matters into their own hands. There could
be disputes between revolutionary groups over their controlled areas. Some people will
call this chaos, but it is difficult to avoid and all we can do is try and overcome that.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/analysis/on-myanmars-resistance-to-the-junta-and-what-
the-future-holds.html

Myanmar Resistance Group Warns Parties Not to Take Part in Junta’s 2023 Election
By THE IRRAWADDY | 5 October 2022

Special Task Agency of Burma (STA), a resistance group based in Yangon, has urged political
parties in Myanmar not to participate in or support the election the Myanmar military regime
plans to hold next year, warning those that do will face consequences.

The military regime is under growing pressure at home and abroad, fighting People’s Defense
Force resistance groups and ethnic armed organizations on multiple fronts, as well as struggling
to handle a mass civil disobedience movement, diplomatic isolation and international pressure
from foreign governments and activists advocating for democracy in Myanmar. The regime
seeks to hold an election as a way out of the crisis.

“It is the political parties that can prevent the regime from implementing its exit strategy. It is
important for political parties to act in all seriousness to prevent the 2023 election from taking
place,” the STA said in a statement issued on Wednesday.

The group warned political parties not to register for next year’s election and not to support the
junta-appointed Union Election Commission or the election.

“Any party that joins hands with the regime to contest the election or support, aid and abet in
organizing the election will have to pay one day,” the statement reads.

The regime has been compiling voter lists and selecting sites for polling stations for the
election, which it plans to hold in August.
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The STA is an urban underground resistance group targeting junta troops, junta-controlled
ministries, informants and other junta-linked targets in the commercial capital.

Myanmar’s ousted ruling National League for Democracy (NLD) and parallel civilian National
Unity Government (NUG) have condemned the regime’s planned election.

The UN and US have also warned that the junta’s election would be a fraud, as it would be
neither free nor fair.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-resistance-group-warns-parties-not-to-
take-part-in-juntas-2023-election.html

Loyalists of Myanmar junta chief take over proxy party’s key leadership positions

The changes were widely expected, but it remains to be seen what they will mean for Min Aung
Hlaing’s elections plans, observers said

Sa Tun Aung | Published on Oct 5, 2022

The Union Solidarity and Development Party (USDP) concluded a two-day conference on
Wednesday with significant changes to its senior leadership, in what was seen by observers as
part of a push by junta chief Min Aung Hlaing to assert control over the military proxy party.

Following the announcement on Tuesday of the retirement of the party’s outgoing chair, Than
Htay, USDP delegates elected Khin Yi, a retired brigadier general and close Min Aung Hlaing
associate, as his successor.

While that move had been widely anticipated, there were also some surprises. According to a
party source, two other key positions will be filled by recently retired lieutenant generals
handpicked by Min Aung Hlaing.

Lt-Gen Myo Zaw Thein, a former Yangon regional commander and adjutant general, will step
into Khin Yi’s newly vacated vice chair position, while Lt-Gen Aung Soe, a former deputy home
affairs minister and head of Bureau of Special Operations 4 (BSO-4), will take over as general
secretary, the source said.

Myo Zaw Thein, a graduate of Defence Services Academy (DSA) Intake 28, was promoted to
lieutenant general and put in charge of BSO-5 in 2017. He became adjutant general two years
later, in July 2019. In July of this year, he was one of several generals to accompany Min Aung
Hlaing on a trip to Russia.

Aung Soe graduated from DSA Intake 26 and was a commander of Light Infantry Division 33 and
the Northeast Regional Command. He also served as deputy home affairs minister under the
administrations of Thein Sein and Aung San Suu Kyi.
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In December of last year he was tasked with commanding operations in Lay Kay Kaw in Karen
State in his capacity as head of BSO-4. Under his command, junta forces have carried out
multiple airstrikes against the Karen National Union and its allies, displacing tens of thousands
of civilians.

As BSO heads, both men oversaw regional military commands in their respective areas
(southeastern Myanmar in the case of BSO-4 and Yangon in the case of BSO-5) and reported
directly to Min Aung Hlaing.

Myanmar Now was unable to confirm at the time of reporting if information about their
appointment to key party posts was accurate.

While some major changes were made, however, the composition of the USDP’s central
executive committee (CEC) remained largely the same after the conference. According to
Myanmar Now’s source, most of the CEC's 50 members have retained their positions.

ool o . 1 ‘ ] "% USDP members attend the first day of the party
o \ g # conference on October 4 (USDP)
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This week’s party conference was the first since 2016.
While conferences are normally held every five years, last
year’s gathering was postponed due to the Covid-19
pandemic and the aftermath of the February 2021 coup.

On social media, the party said that a total of 614 out of
728 invited members from around the country attended the conference to select new leaders.

According to a retired colonel who is close to the party’s inner circle, the changes made at the
top were significant, but should not be seen as pointing to any major shifts in the months
ahead.

In particular, he downplayed the importance of Min Aung Hlaing’s role in shaping the party’s
leadership as an indicator of whether he will allow elections to take place next year.

“We can’t assume this means elections will, or won’t, be held. These are separate matters,” he
said.

He added that what Min Aung Hlaing’s interference does signal is a willingness to violate the
party’s regulations—by transforming generals into high-ranking party members within a matter
of days—to ensure that it doesn’t stray from his agenda.

“Such moves will bring the party to political ruin,” he said.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/loyalists-of-myanmar-junta-chief-take-over-proxy-
partys-key-leadership-positions
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New Chair of Myanmar Military’s Proxy Party Urges USDP Cooperation for Regime’s Agenda
By THE IRRAWADDY | 5 October 2022

The new chairman of the Myanmar military’s proxy Union Solidarity and Development Party
(USDP) has told party members to cooperate to the upmost in the military regime’s agenda
including the planned 2023 general election.

Former Brigadier General and Myanmar Police chief U Khin Yi said in his first speech as USDP
leader: “When the state government is leading the way and dealing in the best possible way
with the current situation of intervention from powerful countries who want modern
colonization to media disinformation, we [the party] need to do our best and work together in
every role.”

U Khin Yi, who is one of coup leader Senior General Min Aung Hlaing’s right hand men, was
elected as the USDP’s new chair on Wednesday during a party conference aimed at reforming
the party’s leadership ahead of the election the junta is planning for next year.

His appointment came a day after former chairman U Than Htay announced that he was
stepping down during his opening speech to the conference.

In a speech broadcast on the USDP’s Facebook page on Wednesday, U Khin Yi vowed that he
will reform the party to become one that bridges the gap between the state and the public.

The new USDP chair also called on party members to work their best to help the party win the
election planned for 2023, which is one of five key objectives the USDP has outlined. Other
objectives include eliminating “terrorism” and those who support “terrorists” both at home and
abroad.

Before and after last year’s coup, U Khin Yi organized a series of rallies during which so-called
military sympathizers went on the rampage in Yangon, punching and stabbing those who
denounced them, according to U Soe Thane, a former minister in U Thein Sein’s government.

U Khin Yi was vice chair of the USDP before the military takeover. The party suffered a heavy
defeat in the 2020 general election, with U Khin Yi losing the parliamentary seat he contested
to the National League for Democracy’s U Tin Tun Naing, who is now the National Unity
Government’s Minister of Planning, Finance and Investment.

Subsequently, the military regime annulled the result of the 2020 poll, falsely claiming that “the
election was marred”.

In August 2021, junta chief Min Aung Hlaing picked U Khin Yi as Minister for Immigration and
Population.
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He was removed from that post a year later, with Min Aung Hlaing reportedly wanting him to
concentrate on preparing the USDP for next year’s election, which the coup leader sees as a
way out of Myanmar’s political crisis.

Current USDP vice chairmen Myat Hein, the former Myanmar Air Force chief, and Hla Tun, a
former finance minister and one of ex-dictator Than Shwe’s right hand men, will stay in their
roles. A third vice chairman is still to be named.

Retired Lieutenant General Tin Aung Chit was appointed as the USDP’s Joint Secretary General.
He was previously the USDP’s Secretary.

The USDP leadership changes come at a time when the party is divided into two camps — those
loyal to former chair U Than Htay and those who urged his replacement. The group who
wanted U Than Htay out is believed to have been backed by Min Aung Hlaing, according to
members of the USDP’s Central Executive Committee.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/new-chair-of-myanmar-militarys-proxy-party-urges-
usdp-cooperation-for-regimes-agenda.html

Economic collapse will lead to political instability: SAC chair

PUBLISHED 5 OCTOBER 2022

If State economy is down, it will reflect political instability
as the economy is the lifeblood of a country, said Senior
General Min Aung Hlaing, chairman of the State
Administration Council (SAC).

He made comment during a meeting with members of
the Union of Myanmar Federation of Chambers of
Commerce and Industry and owners of micro, small and
medium enterprises (MSMEs) in Yangon on October 3.

“Myanmar is based on agriculture and livestock. Both developed and developing countries need
to rely on SME industries. Hence, efforts are being made for development of MSME so as to
revive State economy. In 2021 the country faced political crises and difficulties triggered by
Covid-19. There were various disturbances with intent to cause an economic decline. A larger
gap between supply and demand will increase currency value, thereby contributing commodity
price hikes. A government needs to consider economic development of the country. If State
economy is down, it will reflect political instability. A country needs political, economic and
defence driving forces. Only when economy improves will the State be stable,” said the Senior
General.
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Regarding disbursement of loans necessary for investment, he said, there were political and
Covid-19-related difficulties last year, and at that time there were acts of sabotage aimed at
causing deterioration in the country’s economy too. Such acts were committed to stop
operation of factories and workplaces and threaten people not to go to their workplaces.
Despite the attacks in various ways to make the banking system collapse, priority measures
were taken to prevent this. There were also attempts to disrupt the country’s financial flows.

Due to monetary manipulators, the currency has been weaker causing a surge in prices of
imported goods. Therefore, the Foreign Exchange Supervisory Committee was formed to take
measures to scrutinize the foreign exchange expenditures. Since 2021, supervisory measures
have been taken in importing edible oil from. As there is considerable consumption of edible oil
and less domestic edible oil production in the country, the domestic demand for edible oil is
high, the SAC chair commented.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/economic-collapse-will-lead-to-political-instability-sac-chair

Villagers Oppose Gold Mining In Tanai

5th October 2022

The people of Hukawng Valley want to convert fallow land
near their village into farms, but out-of-town mining
companies have their eyes on the gold deposits in the area
3 s and have been already reportedly paying taxes to the

é‘@ et i | Kachin Independence Organisation (KIO) to mine land
nearby.

With the KIO’s permission, more than 30 miners have been extracting gold near Tingkok in
Tanai Township since August 2021, devastating 1,000 acres of farmland in Kachin State, locals
informed KNG.

According to a villager who requested anonymity, the miners are going after 300 acres of land
that villagers plan to use for agriculture. “Three families have farmland, but two families don’t,”
he said, and they want to convert the vacant land near Tingkok into farms for themselves.

In 2019, residents petitioned the ruling National League for Democracy to farm the vacant
parcel three miles east of Tingkok.

Another resident, who didn’t want to be named for fear of reprisals, said they want the mining
to stop. He said the land would “provide “food for their survival” and hopes the KIO can
understand their plight.

Another resident, who also requested anonymity, said mining near the Nam Hpyek Hka River is
damaging valuable farmland. “They didn’t negotiate with the villagers before they started gold
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mining in this area. They ignored us and only negotiated with the authority.” The man said the
mining companies pay taxes to the KIO and the Burma Army’s Tanai Regional Operations
Command every year. He said they’re concerned that they’ll lose more land in the area and the
water will be polluted even more if mining expands in the area.

According to locals, the companies have promised to refill the soil they’ve dug up in the gold
mining blocks, but in reality they’ve done nothing, making thousands of acres unsuitable for
agriculture.

https://kachinnews.com/2022/10/05/villagers-oppose-gold-mining-in-tanai/

Regime Seizes Land In Taunggyi Township For Railway Line
By SHAN - October 5, 2022

Burma Army soldiers (BA) have seized 28 acres of land in Taunggyi Township to build a railway
line as part of regime leader Min Aung Hlaing’s plan to transport iron ore from Mingyan to
Mandalay Region.

At a recent press conference, Nang Kyi, spokesperson for the Pa-O Youth Organisation (PYO),
briefed the media on the regime’s aims to build a 15-mile railway line to the Pinpet Steel Mill in
Nam Hse village tract in southern Shan State.

She said the joint venture between Russian-backed Tyazhpromexport and Myanmar Economic
Corporation to reopen the mill, which was closed five years ago, has been in the works since
May last year and that three companies are involved in reconstruction and expansion.

Pinpet steel mill

“As far as we know, this includes Shwe Min Tha
Construction Co, but we do not know the other two
companies yet,” she said.

Min Aung Hlaing reportedly said last year that they
would be able to reduce reliance on foreign currency
spending if the mill could be commissioned by schedule

in the 2023-24 financial year.

PYO estimates that once it’s fully operational, it will negatively impact on 20,000 residents from
30 villages living near the mill. It will also devastate forests and local water sources. The group
wants the regime stop all large investment projects that don’t benefit the local population.

According to PYO, the previous military regime confiscated more than 5,000 acres of land
between 2004 and 2005 and more than 100 acres of land in 2010 to build the Pinpet Steel Mill.
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“Many people have lost their farmland and are struggling to survive,” a farmer told SHAN,
asking that his name not be mentioned for security reasons. He said that compensation for
their confiscated land may help a little, but cannot replace the loss of their livelihoods.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/25392
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