PEACE Info (October 4, 2022)

Army Major Among Nearly 40 Junta Troops Killed by Resistance in Two Days
Four junta troops, two resistance fighters killed in clash at Sagaing Region police station
Myanmar Regime Raids Leave Over 10,000 Civilians Homeless in Taze Since Coup
Resistance forces kill 17 in attack on Pyu Saw Htee training camp

Over 10,000 Moebye Residents Flee Fighting with Myanmar Junta

Unknown armed group captures seven Chinese citizens in Kyaukme

At least 145 deaths in custody since Myanmar coup

Give Myanmar’s Resistance What It Needs to Shoot Down Junta Helicopters

NUG Raises Over USS$9 Million Selling Land lllegally Seized by Myanmar Military
USDP’s third conference kicks off, party chair not to run for CEC member

Junta chief moves to tighten grip over USDP as party conference begins
Myanmar Junta Leader Barred From Attending Next Month’s ASEAN Summits
Will China use Pakistan as a Proxy to Arm Myanmar Military?
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Army Major Among Nearly 40 Junta Troops Killed by Resistance in Two Days
By THE IRRAWADDY | 4 October 2022

Around 37 Myanmar junta forces including an army major were reported killed over a two-day
period Monday in attacks by People’s Defense Force (PDF) groups and ethnic armed
organizations (EAOs) on regime forces and military bases in Sagaing, Mandalay and Tanintharyi
regions and Karen and Mon states.

The Irrawaddy has received the following reports of significant attacks by PDFs and EAOs:
10 junta forces killed in urban attack in Monywa

Ten junta personnel—three soldiers, two policemen and five Pyu Saw Htee pro-regime militia
members—were killed in the town of Monywa, Sagaing Region on Monday afternoon in an
urban attack by two resistance groups: Chindwin Attack Force and Monywa The Boys.

The junta forces were attacked while they were meeting behind the regional administration
department offices.

Video shows resistance fighters attacking the junta forces from a vehicle.
Army major, police station chief killed in Mandalay

An army major, Zaw Zaw Naing, 35, who was notorious for arresting PDF members, and Paleik
police station chief Zaw Win, 45, were reportedly killed in an ambush by three PDF groups in
Sintgaing Township, Mandalay Region on Monday afternoon, said Myitnge-PDF, which
coordinated the attack.

The victims were in a vehicle traveling to a bank along with other regime forces and the
manager of the junta-controlled Paleik Electricity Power Cooperation office (EPC).

In the attack, the EPC manager, Zwe Nyi Nyi Win, 27, and another junta soldier were injured,
the PDF group said.

Four more junta soldiers killed by resistance snipers in Karen State
A KNLA sniper in Karen State / Cobra Column

Three junta soldiers were killed in Myawaddy Township,
Karen State on Monday when snipers of the Karen
National Liberation Army (KNLA) ambushed regime forces
of Light Infantry Battalion 104 near Taung Ni Village in the
township on Monday, the KNLA’s Cobra Column said.

On Saturday, a junta soldier was also killed by the KNLA’s
snipers in the area. Clashes are being reported in the area
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nearly every day, with KNLA and PDF groups ambushing regime troops who have been trying to
take a base in the area for weeks.

Eight junta troops killed in PDF artillery strikes in Sagaing

SR W 50 A PDF group’s improvised mortars used during an
: operation against regime forces in Khin-U Township,
Sagaing Region on Monday / Hero Army

Eight junta soldiers were reportedly killed in Khin-U
Township, Sagaing Region on Monday when six local

ARG T T | resistance groups jointly bombarded 30 regime forces
stationed near a small bridge, using improvised mortar shells.

PDF videos show PDF-improvised mortars firing shells.

Two PDF fighters killed in Mon Sate

Resistance fighters of Mon State Defense Force-South in
Mon State / MSDF-S

Two resistance fighters and at least three regime
soldiers were killed in Ye Township, Mon State on
Monday evening when Mon State Defense Force-South
¢ (MSDF-S) clashed with junta troops of Infantry Battalion
i 31, the PDF group said.

Five junta forces killed in PDF drone attacks in Karen

Two regime forces were killed and four injured on Sunday when Saw Dragon Drone Force, a
resistance group, dropped two bombs on a military checkpoint in Kyain Seikgyi Township, Karen
State, the PDF group said on Monday.

On Sept. 29, the PDF’s drone group joined with the Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA) and
other resistance group in attacking a military detachment in the township. In the clash, three
junta soldiers were killed by the drone attacks.

Junta-appointed village administrator killed in Mandalay

Resistance group Naung Yoe Special Guerrilla Force claimed on Monday that it and three other
PDF groups killed regime-appointed administrator U Hla Myint of Nyaung Pin Yoe Village in
Nganzun Township, Mandalay Region on Sunday.

The victim was the former chair of the junta’s proxy Union Solidarity and Development Party
(USDP) in the village, the PDF group said. The village head was reportedly helping junta forces
to kill or threaten residents.
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Four junta soldiers killed in Tanintharyi

Four regime troops were killed and two injured in Tanintharyi Township, Tanintharyi Region on
Saturday evening when three resistance groups attacked junta forces stationed in Banlaw
Village, PDF-Myeik District, which was involved in the clash, said on Monday.

Regime forces randomly responded with numerous mortar shells throughout the night after
PDF groups retreated from the clash at 5 p.m. on that day.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/army-major-among-nearly-40-junta-
troops-killed-by-resistance-in-two-days.html

Four junta troops, two resistance fighters killed in clash at Sagaing Region police station

The police station, which was also raided in April, is located at a strategic crossroads linking
Sagaing and Magway regions

Khin Yi Yi Zaw | Published on Oct 4, 2022

The two resistance fighters who were killed during an
attack on a police station in Salingyi Township on
October 2 (SSTF)

An attack on a police station in Sagaing Region’s
Salingyi Township on Sunday left four regime troops
and two resistance fighters dead, according to groups
involved in the assault.

Around 100 troops from an alliance of local defences forces raided the police station in the
village of Kyar Tat at around 6am, triggering nearly five hours of fighting, the anti-junta forces
said.

The village, which is located about 25km southwest of the town of Salingyi, lies near the border
of Magway Region in an area linking several townships.

The attack was carried out by the Salingyi Special Task

Force (SSTF), People’s Defence Force (PDF) groups

SAGAING REGION , from Magway’s Myaing and Yesagyo townships, and a
P group calling itself the Myanmar Royal Dragon Army.

"
" rz - One of the fighters who was killed was from the SSTF
- v w& // and the other was a member of the Yesagyo PDF,
MAGWAY. REGION \.L / according to an officer of the SSTF. Both were

B )

\{ - cremated on Monday, he added.
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Five other resistance fighters received minor injuries. Several junta troops were also wounded.

The fighting ended at around 11am, when the resistance groups retreated after fighter jets
appeared and started carrying out airstrikes.

“We ordered our forces to retreat as soon as we heard they were sending military aircraft. Two
fighter jets launched airstrikes near the police station, but we managed to get away. Local
villagers were also able to escape,” said the SSTF officer.

The Kyar Tat police station was previously attacked in late April. Now heavily fortified, there
were around 40 junta soldiers and police stationed there when it was attacked on Sunday.

“The police station is on a road connecting several townships, and it is also a backup base for
Pyu Saw Htee in the area,” said the Salingyi SSTF officer, referring to pro-junta militia groups.

According to locals, the Northwestern Regional Military Command, based in Monywa, airlifted
around 50 soldiers into Kyar Tat by helicopter at around 4pm on Sunday.

More than 1,000 residents of five villages near Kyar Tat have been displaced by recent fighting,
according to local sources.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/four-junta-troops-two-resistance-fighters-killed-in-
clash-at-sagaing-region-police-station

Myanmar Regime Raids Leave Over 10,000 Civilians Homeless in Taze Since Coup
By THE IRRAWADDY | 4 October 2022

At least 68 civilians have been killed and over 2,100 houses in 64 villages torched by the
Myanmar military and pro-junta Pyu Saw Htee militia in Sagaing Region’s Taze Township since
last year’s coup, according to local People’s Defense Forces (PDF).

Regime troops belonging to Division 33 and Pyu Saw Htee groups raided and torched more than
20 villages in the north of Taze in September alone, said Taze PDF.

Pyu Saw Htee militia have a strong presence in Kantbalu, Kyunhla and Taze townships in
Sagaing Region. Taze has been hit hardest by the junta’s arson attacks in Sagaing, and more
than 10,000 people made homeless by them have yet to receive any humanitarian assistance
from the international community and are in urgent need of emergency relief supplies, added
Taze PDF.

Five of the villages torched by regime forces were completely burned to the ground. Two
Buddhist monasteries and a rural healthcare center were also razed. Ka Baung Kya Village was
torched at least 12 times, while Chaungzon Village was torched at least seven times, according
to Taze News, a group documenting junta atrocities in the township.
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The remains of a house after regime
forces burned down Palchaung
Village in Taze Township, Sagaing
Region on Thursday. / Taze Support
Organization

One resident of Ka Baung Kya Village
said: “My house was burned to

M b, = ashes. | don’t have any supplies of
rice or even any plates and bowls now. We had to ere frequently because junta troops often
came to our village. We don’t want to see them because they arrest anyone on sight and torch
houses once they enter the village. My village is almost ruined.”

Some 200 junta troops guided by Pyu Saw Htee militia started raiding villages in the north of
Taze on September 16. They reportedly killed two civilians and 12 resistance fighters and looted
numerous houses during the raids.

A member of Taze PDF said: “They torch villages to instill fear in people. But it has only fueled
their desire for vengeance. Now young people are only eager to fight back. They are
determined to fight until the revolution succeeds. It is fair to say that the revolution has
reached the next level. Revolutionary spirit can’t be burned to ashes.”

Displaced people need shelter, food, medicine and other emergency relief supplies, said an
official from Taze Support Organization.

“As it is rainy season now, they need proper shelter even if it is temporary. The assistance they
are receiving locally is not enough. If they don’t receive supplies soon, they are going to go
hungry,” said the official.

Many villages were torched for no apparent reason as there were no clashes taking place near
them. Over 20,000 people from 35 villages displaced by junta raids and arson attacks still can’t
return to their homes. Internet access in Taze Township was cut off by the military regime over
eight months ago.

A Taze resident said: “l am lost for words watching them [junta forces] torching and destroying
our ancestral homeland and we can do nothing about it. We don’t know where we can live and
our livelihoods have been completely destroyed.”

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-regime-raids-leave-over-10000-civilians-
homeless-in-taze-since-coup.html
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Resistance forces kill 17 in attack on Pyu Saw Htee training camp

Some of the trainees—many of whom had been forcibly recruited—also burned down the
homes of Pyu Saw Htee leaders

Maung Shwe Wah | Published on Oct 4, 2022

F’

An attack on a training camp for the junta-backed Pyu
Saw Htee militia left 17 people dead in Magway Region’s
Pauk Township on Monday, according to resistance
sources.

The incident occurred in Zee Pyar, a village about 20km
north of the town of Pauk, where around 60 junta
soldiers were training some 90 locals at a local schooal,

the sources said.

“We weren’t planning a full-scale attack. We just wanted to get the upper hand by hitting them
first, as we heard they were recruiting new members. So we fired at them with mortars to get
them to stop, and it just escalated,” said Let Yar, a battalion commander of the Myaing People’s
Defence Force (PDF).

According to Let Yar, the clash lasted about five hours.

Yar Nyunt, the leader of a local defence force that also took part in the attack, said that the
fighting ended when the resistance forces ran out of ammunition and decided to retreat.

“We fired both heavy and light weapons at them. We hit many of them. We could hear them
wailing and moaning in pain during the attack,” he said.

According to residents of the area, the military has been

forcing both men and women to join the militia. Those who
(] : . .

refuse are either banished or tortured, they said.

CHIN STATE

In a statement, the Myaing PDF said that it also captured 53
trainees, nearly half of whom were women.

.......

Pyu Saw Htee leaders from Zee Pyar have also been
accused of abusing locals in neighbouring villages. Some
: 4 villagers have reportedly been beaten, while others have
s had property stolen or destroyed.

uuuuuuuuuuuuu

There have also been a number of murders, according to
; \ , Yar Nyunt, who said that two men from Zee Pyar and three
o ' - from other villages had been killed by those loyal to the
regime.
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Nearly a third of Zee Pyar’s roughly 250 houses were also destroyed during the attack on
Monday.

“Those who were forced to take the training against their will decided to not let the Pyu Saw
Htee bully them anymore and started torching their houses,” said Yar Nyunt.

He added that the captured trainees had not been mistreated and would only be asked to sign
pledges not to cooperate with the regime.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/resistance-forces-kill-17-in-attack-on-pyu-saw-htee-
training-camp

Over 10,000 Moebye Residents Flee Fighting with Myanmar Junta
By HEIN HTOO ZAN | 4 October 2022

More than 10,000 residents of Moebye in southern Shan State have been displaced by fighting
between Myanmar’s junta and resistance groups, including the Karenni Nationalities Defense
Force (KNDF), according to civil society organizations.

Moebye borders the anti-regime stronghold of Kayah State.

No fighting has been reported in the town since September 28 but daily clashes are breaking
out in rural areas and forests. The area has a population of over 26,000 people, of which three-
fifths live in the town.

Khu Re Du, the KNDF’s liaison officer, said Moebye has one of the main routes into Kayah State
for the regime to resupply its troops and send reinforcements.

The junta is establishing defensive positions in the town to maintain control, said residents.

Khun Myo Aung Aung, leader of the Moebye Rescue Team, said: “Residents won’t return as
they fear landmines and more clashes breaking out.”

Residents need food and other essentials as roads are blocked. Junta troops have detained at
least 30 men, using them as forced labor and human shields in the two-thirds of the town in
regime-control, he said.

Regime engineering troops are repairing the power grid and pylons destroyed by resistance
forces in recent months.

“Lawpita hydropower station helps powers Naypyitaw and Kalaw in Shan State. Troops are
repairing the grid,” said a resident.

Moebye’s farmers mainly grow rice, corn and peanuts but are unable to harvest their crops
because of the fighting.
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“If the fighting continues we will not be able to harvest anything and it will all have gone to
waste. We have to prepare for the dry season crops. This is really damaging our lives,” a farmer
said.

More than 10,000 displaced residents are sheltering in monasteries and with relatives and
friends.

At least 13 people were killed and 23 injured in Moebye and Kayah State by junta landmines,
killings and shelling in September, according to the KNDF.

Four displaced civilians, including two children, were killed on September 16 when a junta shell
hit a temple in Moebye.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/over-10000-moebye-residents-flee-fighting-with-
myanmar-junta.html

Unknown armed group captures seven Chinese citizens in Kyaukme

PUBLISHED 4 OCTOBER 2022

The Ministry of Information announced that unknown
armed group captured seven Chinese citizens who already
face deportation in Kyaukme Township, Northern Shan
State, on October 2nd.

The Immigration officers from Thabeikgyin Township,
Mandalay Region, left for Lashio Township by car from

- Chan Tha Aung Passenger Bus Line in the early morning of
October 2nd aiming to send seven Chinese citizens who will be deported to their country to
Lashio Township Immigration Department.

On arrival at the milepost 114 beside on the Union Highway near Lwekhaw village, Kyaukme
Township, around 10 am of October 2nd, two armed men holding the bomb arrived at the
scene by motorbike and they stop the car carrying Chinese deportees including Myanmar
immigration officers. Later, another motorbike arrived there and they captured the Chinese
deportees and immigration officers with the car. However, the unknown armed group released
the immigration officers at the place of jungle.

The regional security members are now striving to rescue the Chinese citizens and to arrest the
armed group.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/unknown-armed-group-captures-seven-chinese-citizens-in-
kyaukme
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At least 145 deaths in custody since Myanmar coup
Observers note many victims are NLD members and liken such deaths to ‘war crimes.’
By RFA Burmese | 2022.10.04

Myo Myo Kyaw, an NLD member of Lower House of Parliament (Pyitthu
Luttaw) from Mohnin township, Kachin state, died after being arrested
by the military on Aug. 24, 2022. Myo Myo Kyaw’s Facebook

At least 145 people have died while being interrogated by authorities
in Myanmar over the 19 months since the military seized control of the
country in a coup, according to an investigation by RFA Burmese.

| Rights groups and Myanmar’s shadow National Unity Government
\ (NUG) noted that many of the victims found to have died in custody
between the Feb. 1, 2021 putsch and the end of September 2022 were
members of the deposed National League for Democracy (NLD) party, and likened their
deaths to “war crimes.”

The most recent detainees to die during interrogation were NLD MP for Kachin state’s
Mohnyin township Myo Myo Kyaw, NLD Party Secretary for Naypyidaw’s Oke Ta Ra Thi Ri
township Zaw Myo Win aka Ko Gyi, Yangon region’s Twantay township-based NLD supporter
Khin Myo Nwe, Kan Ni village NLD Party Chairman in Bago region’s Waw township Nyunt
Win, and Mandalay region’s Wundwin township-based high school teacher Kyaw Naing Win.

A resident of Mohnyin township with ties to Myo Myo Kyaw told RFA that the lawmaker was
arrested by junta troops on Aug. 24 and confirmed dead on Sept. 22. Speaking on condition
of anonymity, the resident said that since learning of Myo Myo Kyaw’s death, the MP’s
family members are too frightened to hold a traditional Buddhist funeral service for him.

“His family didn’t know about his death because the authorities never informed them,” he
said.

“His family members wish to donate offerings to Buddhist monks and hold funeral services
for him, but they are too scared.”

Meanwhile, the resident told RFA, the Mohnyin Township General Administration
Department — now controlled by the junta — sealed Myo Myo Kyaw’s home on the morning
of the day his death was confirmed.

Residents of Bago region’s Waw township told RFA that Kan Ni village NLD Party Chairman
Nyunt Win was arrested on Sept. 15 while farming and sent to the 77 Light Infantry Division’s
interrogation center in Bago township’s Inn Ta Kaw village tract. They said junta authorities
informed the party chairman’s family on Sept. 16 that Nyunt Win had died of COVID-19 and
said his body had been cremated.
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Zaw Myo Win, the NLD Party Secretary for Naypyidaw’s Oke Ta Ra Thi Ri township, was
arrested by the military on Sept. 12, while in Mandalay’s Pyinoolwin township, sources close
to his family told RFA. They said authorities told his family that he had died of COVID-19, but
refused to return his body.

Residents of Zee Hpyu Kone village tract, in Yangon’s Twantay township, told RFA that NLD
supporter Khin Myo Nwe was arrested by junta authorities on Aug. 29, adding that her family
members were informed of her death two days later.

A resident who declined to be named, citing security concerns, said Khin Myo Nwe’s family
members were allowed to view her body at a military hospital in Mingaladon township on
Aug. 30.

“l heard her family members went there to see the body, but they were only allowed to see
her face,” the resident said.

“They weren’t allowed to take any photos or videos of the condition of her body. The
authorities only let them in after they turned over their phones and wouldn’t hand over her
remains.”

The resident told RFA that Khin Myo Nwe had been in good health with no pre-existing
conditions prior to her death. Authorities never provided a cause of death to her family, they
said.

Zaw Myo Win (aka) Ko Gyi, the secretary of the NLD Party’s Oke Ta Ra
Thi Ri township in Naypyidaw, died in detention a few days after his
arrest in September 2022. Credit: NLD Naypyidaw.

Similarities to ‘war crimes’

U.K.-based group Burma Human Rights Network told RFA that many of
8 the victims of deaths in custody since the coup have been members or
| supporters of the NLD.

The group’s executive director, Kyaw Win, likened such deaths to
“crimes committed by a fascist government.”

“Killing someone while in detention is a very heinous form of murder. These kinds of cases
are similar to the crimes commited by the Nazis during World War I,” he said.

“We have an IIMM (Independent Investigative Mechanism for Myanmar) and we will provide
all the evidence to these organizations and build a case. There will be prosecutions at the
international court. The perpetrators will be punished.”

NUG spokesperson Kyaw Zaw also claimed that the shadow government has “solid evidence”
the junta has committed war crimes.
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“All perpetrators at all levels will be made to take responsibility, whether they have issued
orders or carried out the crimes ... Justice will be served.”

RFA was unable to contact junta Deputy Information Minister Major General Zaw Min Tun
for comment on the deaths in custody Tuesday.

In January, when questioned by RFA, he did not deny that such deaths had occurred under
the military regime, but claimed that authorities conduct arrests and interrogations in
accordance with international standards. Incidents of death in custody are investigated as
manslaughter cases, he said at the time.

According to Thai NGO Assistance Association for Political Prisoners (Burma), authorities
have killed at least 2,332 civilians and arrested nearly 16,000 since last year’s coup — mostly
during peaceful anti-junta protests. More than 12,500 remain in detention, the group says.

Translated by Ye Kaung Myint Maung for RFA Burmese. Written in English by Joshua Lipes.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/custody-10042022170801.html|

Give Myanmar’s Resistance What It Needs to Shoot Down Junta Helicopters
By AUNG ZAW | 5 October 2022

Each time Washington or European countries pledge more arms support to Ukraine, Myanmar’s
resistance fighters and ethnic armed groups prick up their ears.

The latest news is that Ukraine now enjoys an edge over Russia in rapid-maneuver warfare,
aided by a sustained flow of Western high-tech weapons and shorter supply lines. Russia has
admitted that Ukrainian forces made a breakthrough in the southern region of Kherson days
after Russian President Vladimir Putin annexed four Ukrainian regions.

Members of the Karenni Nationalities Defense
Force (KNDF), one of Myanmar’s People’s Defense
Force groups, on parade. / KNDF

For the resistance forces in Myanmar, which have
defied the junta for 20 months, no such salvation
has been forthcoming from the West.

Myanmar’s shadow National Unity Government

- and its armed resistance forces, known collectively
as the People Defense Force (PDF), have begged for arms from Western friends and allies, but
their pleas have fallen on deaf ears.
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The truth is, Myanmar does not seem to be a priority. After the coup, many governments in the
region and the West probably assumed that all dissent would be swiftly crushed. They simply
thought, “How can the opposition form a united front to challenge such a formidable enemy?”

To the delight of the murderous generals, the world has contented itself with round after round
of condemnation of the junta since the coup. The US has imposed sanctions but the opposition
says this is not enough.

Regime opponents and activists have urged US President Joe Biden to impose sanctions on
Myanmar Qil and Gas Enterprise (MOGE), which provides a financial lifeline to the junta. MOGE
has fulfilled this role for military regimes going back decades. In financial year 2020-21,
according to pre-coup forecasts, Myanmar was set to earn around USS1.5 billion from oil and
gas—an estimated 50 percent of its foreign currency income.

In an effort at face saving, last year Brussels and Washington put forward a naive proposal
calling for an international arms embargo on Myanmar, but it has had little effect.

Min Aung Hlaing and his generals are laughing at the West, knowing it will dole out little more
than the occasional slap on the wrist. Far from being chastened, since the coup the regime
leader has made repeated visits to Russia to buy more arms to add to his stockpile.

For all the damage it has inflicted on Myanmar’s economy, the junta—compared to the
resistance, certainly—still has sufficient cash for the time being to buy military hardware and
supplies from Russia, China, India, Pakistan and other sources in Eastern Europe, all of whom
are happy to continue providing arms to the regime.

Last week, one strong voice, a longtime friend of the oppressed Myanmar people, spoke up.

East Timor President José Ramos-Horta, addressing the United Nations General Assembly,
noted in his speech that Western countries started off “on high moral ground in confronting
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine”, but may end up losing the support of the developing world, which
accounts for 80 percent of the global population. “They should pause for a moment to reflect
on the glaring contrast in their response to the wars elsewhere,” he said.

Then he turned to Myanmar, a familiar subject for the former dissident leader. The Myanmar
people, he said, “feel abandoned, betrayed, by the so-called international community”.

Shining a light on the West’s double standard, he went on to contrast the “extremely generous
support for Ukraine’s resistance” with the “muted reaction to the war waged against the
people of Myanmar”, who are still fighting and dying every day.

Noting that escalation of the Myanmar conflict would impact the security and stability of
neighboring countries, he called for dialogue including all parties involved in the conflicts in
Ukraine and Myanmar, as well as in other crises around the world.

The world, however, continues to do little more than pay lip service to Myanmar.
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Last week, US State Department Counselor Derek Chollet told The Irrawaddy that the US is
collaborating with the international community and regional players to ramp up support for
Myanmar and the opposition to the regime. This was basically a repeat of the US’ message from
last year.

On Sept. 16, two of the regime’s Russian-made Mi-35 helicopters attacked a school where
resistance forces were allegedly hiding, killing at least 12 civilians including seven children.

It was a hellish day in Let Yat Kone Village, Sagaing Region, where the country’s armed
resistance movement has been fighting the powerful Myanmar military.

A school building in Let Ye Kone that was hit by regime
airstrikes.

The UN Secretary General strongly condemned the
attack, calling the deaths an example of one of the “six
grave violations” against children in times of armed
conflict strongly condemned by the UN Security
Council. But is anyone listening to Antdnio Guterres?

The next day, the regime continued to deploy its
Russian-made Mi-24 and Mi-35 helicopters and its warplanes, as it has since the coup, to attack
the civilian population and resistance forces. The so-called “international community” has
remained largely mute.

In Sagaing and Magwe regions in central Myanmar, helicopter pilots are more daring since they
know that the resistance forces on the ground have no missiles or even sufficiently powerful
machine guns to intimidate low-flying aircraft. They are free to cut down anyone on the ground
in a hail of bullets.

However, in ethnic insurgent-controlled territory, military pilots are more careful. When they
enter the airspace above Kachin, Karen, Shan and Rakhine states, for instance, they will fly high
and fire from a higher altitude because they know the insurgents fighting for self-determination
and autonomy acquire launchers and missiles from neighboring arms markets.

Last year, the Kachin Independence Army said it shot down a military helicopter in a village near
the town of Moemauk in Kachin State following days of air raids.

Wa troops belonging to the United Wa State Army in northern Shan State possess MANPADS
(man-portable air defense systems) and show them off proudly at their annual parades.
Informed sources suggest they have also secured a more advanced surface-to-air system from
China.

So, it is assumed that the KIA have MANPADS, though they have not announced this. The
intriguing question is, who sold it to them? Not the West. They must have come from the Wa
and the Chinese market.
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The United Wa State Army (UWSA) shows off its
military hardware during an event in 2019 to mark the
30th anniversary of its founding. / The Irrawaddy

They are not the only insurgents who have purchased
missiles. In November 2019, the military claimed to
have seized weapons including rocket-propelled
grenade launchers and shoulder-fired FN-6 anti-
aircraft missile launchers from the Ta’ang National
Liberation Army (TNLA). The military spokesman said at the time that the TNLA illegally
acquired the weapons from China.

There is no doubt that the TNLA acquired the Chinese made FN-6 from the Wa arsenal. Security
analysts say the Wa, backed by the Chinese, decided to provide the weapon to its allies
including the TNLA and Arakan Army.

If PDF leaders insist on purchasing MANPADS, they will likely come from the Wa and the
Chinese market, not from the West. Should resistance forces acquire the system, Myanmar
military helicopter pilots’ confidence and dominance in the skies over Myanmar’s central plain
would be broken.

If resistance forces had the capability to threaten Myanmar military helicopters, it could change
the game on the ground. Some regime opponents even argue that increasing the flow of arms
to the PDF groups would tip the ongoing conflict in favor of the resistance. Perhaps.

During the Cold War, the Mujahideen in Afghanistan had a benefactor in Charlie Wilson, a US
congressman from Texas who led Operation Cyclone, the largest-ever Central Intelligence
Agency covert operation, which supplied military equipment to the Afghan fighters during the
Soviet-Afghan War. In particular, in a game-changing tactic, US Stinger missiles proved effective
in shooting down Russian helicopters.

Where is the Myanmar PDF’s Charlie Wilson?

To bring down the State Administration Council—the junta’s governing organ—and troops loyal
to it, opposition forces will need support, especially funds from the diaspora, the West,
neighboring countries and anyone else willing to offer support.

It has been suggested that the shadow government should claim the $1 billion in Myanmar
assets that the US froze after the coup.

Looking at the overall picture, the regime has an overwhelming advantage in terms of cash and
firepower. Sadly, in the long run, time is on the SAC’s side.

Encouraged by the inaction it has seen from the West and neighboring countries, the regime is
convinced that its job now is simply to maintain the status quo. In an attempt to convince the
outside world that it is in control, the regime will continue to send its helicopters aloft.
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The Myanmar resistance needs meaningful support: weapons to shoot the Mi-35s and all of the
regime’s other airborne killing machines out of the sky.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/commentary/give-myanmars-resistance-what-it-needs-
to-shoot-down-junta-helicopters.html

NUG Raises Over US$9 Million Selling Land lllegally Seized by Myanmar Military
By THE IRRAWADDY | 3 October 2022

Myanmar’s National Unity Government (NUG) has raised over US$9 million in just over two and
half days from the sale of land in Mandalay illegally seized by the Myanmar military.

To raise funds for the ongoing revolution against the military regime, the NUG’s Ministry of
Planning, Finance and Investment (MOPFI) launched ‘Spring Mandalay Investment’ on October
1, a month after a similar scheme was launched in Yangon.

A proposed housing project under the NUG’s Spring
Mandalay Investment scheme. (Photo: End of
Dictatorship)

Under the new project, MOPFI is auctioning off a total
of 980 plots of land in Ye Tagun Taung in Patheingyi
Township, east of Mandalay Hill in Aungmyaythazan
Township and south of Aung San Suu Kyi Street in
Maha Aung Myay Township. All the plots of land were illegally confiscated by the military.

As of Monday morning, 579 of the plots — almost 60 per cent of the total — had been sold,
raising almost US$9.3 million. MOPFI said that even before the official launch of the scheme,
the ministry had received pre-orders for over 300 plots of land.

“The belief of the people and their determination and enthusiasm for the revolution is truly
amazing,” MOPFI said on the Facebook page for the project.

— &-3 = ™ " Aproposed housing project under the NUG’s Spring

Mandalay Investment scheme. (Photo: End of
Dictatorship)

The NUG hopes to raise a total of USS$24 million from
the land sales.

MOPFI urged more people to contribute, saying that
the military dictatorship will spare no one and is even
attacking schools and killing children, and that its atrocities will only end with the success of the
revolution.
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Valued at one-third of the market price, the plots range from US$20,000 to US$800,000, based
on their size and location. More details of the project are available here.

The ministry said that the plots of land will later be developed into housing projects and that
buyers are only required to pay 40 per cent of the price initially, with the remainder to be paid
after the success of the revolution.

A similar scheme in Yangon has proved equally successful. Some 400 plots of land offered for
sale in Thanthumar in Yangon’s Mayangone Township sold out on the first day they went on
sale. The NUG is continuing to sell the remaining plots available in Yangon.

In May, the NUG also put junta leader Senior General Min Aung Hlaing’s illegally seized
property in Yangon at 14 Inya Road on sale, raising US$10 million.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/nug-raises-over-us9-million-selling-land-illegally-
seized-by-myanmar-military.html

USDP’s third conference kicks off, party chair not to run for CEC member
PUBLISHED 4 OCTOBER 2022

The Union Solidarity and Development Party (USDA) started its third conference at the USDP
headquarters in Nay Pyi Taw on October 4, and party chairman U Than Htay said he had not
expressed his wish to run for the election of Central Executive Committee membership.

As the conference opened, those in attendance saluted the State Flag, played the national
anthem and took a one-minute silence in honour of the fallen party members, security forces
and public members.

Speaking on the occasion, USDP chair U Than Htay said: After the incumbent CEC handed over
their duties, those meeting the set qualifications could express their wishes to serve as
members of a new CEC to be formed. For me, September 24, | expressed my wish not continue
to serve. | would say this is nothing to do with what the social media are saying and criticizing.”

He pointed out several reasons why he didn’t want to continue serve such as priority to new
blood and loss of life and property of those mentioned above that he failed to protect as party
leader.

During the two-day conference, a new party chairman and CEC members will be selected.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/usdps-third-conference-kicks-off-party-chair-not-to-run-for-
cec-member
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Junta chief moves to tighten grip over USDP as party conference begins

Min Aung Hlaing’s efforts to cement control over the military proxy party are seen by some as
evidence of his presidential ambitions

Sa Tun Aung / Aung Zay | Published on Oct 4, 2022

T A USDP supporter attends a rally in Naypyitaw ahead
of the 2020 general elections (Nyan Hlaing Lin/

Myanmar Now)

Min Aung Hlaing, the leader of Myanmar’s coup
regime, is preparing to consolidate his hold over the
military-backed Union Solidarity and Development
Party (USDP) following this week’s party conference,
according to inside sources.

The two-day conference, which begins today, is expected to see Khin Yi, a retired brigadier
general and former chief of police, installed as party chair. A Min Aung Hlaing loyalist, he has
reportedly been serving as acting chair in recent months, sidelining the heavily criticised
incumbent, Than Htay.

Addressing the conference on Tuesday, Than Htay confirmed that he was stepping aside, citing
health issues and his failure to lead the party to victory in the 2020 elections. He also said that
he felt responsible for not being able to protect the lives of more than 2,000 party members
allegedly killed in the wake of last year’s coup.

In addition to having his chosen pick take over as leader, Min Aung Hlaing is also planning to
retire hundreds of military personnel to fill the party’s ranks, according to a party source.

“The majority will be colonels. They are electing Khin Yi as the new chair partly for this reason.
Than Htay wanted half of the party’s members to be military and the other half civilians.
However, the party is now going to be filled with retired army officers,” said the source, who
wished to remain anonymous.

More than 600 army officers are set to be retired, the source added, with half going to junta
ministries and the other half joining the USDP.

There have also been unconfirmed reports that two army generals retired from the military and
joined the USDP on Monday. Their positions, as well as Khin Yi’s accession as party chief, are
expected to be announced at the end of the conference.

All of these moves have been seen by some observers as part of Min Aung Hlaing’s plan to
become Myanmar’s president after elections are held at some undetermined date in the future.
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Naypyitaw in early October 2022 (USDP)

Q
= e )

SlesgBoxnd jo ) ) To achieve this aim, he will not only have to

B hand pick the party’s leader, but also ensure
that its central executive committee (CEC) is
prepared to do his bidding.

According to one retired army officer who is
also close to the party, no surprises are

~ expected to stand in Min Aung Hlaing’s way as
he cements control over the party in the coming days.

“Khin Yi will be a figurehead leader. They've already agreed that the party will operate under
Min Aung Hlaing’s directions. So everything will go according to plan at the conference,
including the election of a new chair and the formation of a new CEC,” said the retired officer,
speaking on condition of anonymity.

More than 500 party representatives, including township chairs from every state and region,
are currently in the junta’s administrative capital Naypyitaw for the conference.

According to locals, security has been tight near the USDP headquarters, with police deployed
to the nearby Htarwara Nyein Chan Yay Pagoda for the past 10 days.

The gate to the headquarters, which is usually kept closed, was seen open early Monday
morning. However, barbed wire and uniformed guards remained in place to keep out would-be
intruders.

While Min Aung Hlaing appears confident for the moment of his control over the USDP, some
observers say that his reluctance to commit to an election date points to some uncertainty.

During his latest visit to Russia last month, he declined to say whether elections would be held
next August as promised, saying that the matter was still not settled.

Kyi Myint, a lawyer and veteran politician, said that while the USDP’s rank and file seem eager
to return to the polls, Min Aung Hlaing has other priorities.

“It appears that he is worried about party members objecting to him becoming president.
That’s why he’s bringing in his own people,” he said.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/junta-chief-moves-to-tighten-grip-over-usdp-as-
party-conference-begins
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Myanmar Junta Leader Barred From Attending Next Month’s ASEAN Summits
By THE IRRAWADDY | 4 October 2022

Myanmar junta leader Min Aung Hlaing has not been invited to the upcoming regional summits
hosted by the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), in another major blow to the
regime.

Cambodia, which holds the rotating chair of the bloc, said it sent out invitations to all ASEAN
member states except Myanmar.

The snub comes after the regime failed to implement the ASEAN peace plan drafted for
conflict-torn Myanmar following the February 2021 coup.

The 40th and 41st ASEAN summits are scheduled for next month in Phnom Penh.

Exclusion from the summits is another major diplomatic blow to the junta, which has been
desperate for international recognition as the legitimate ruler of the country since its takeover.

Min Aung Hlaing and his junta have been barred from ASEAN and related meetings at least four
times since the coup. Instead, Myanmar has been asked to send non-political representatives,
as the bloc imposed unprecedented punishment for the regime’s failure to implement its peace
plan.

Chum Sunry, spokesman for Cambodia’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International
Cooperation, told the Phnom Penh Post on Tuesday: “We have suggested that Myanmar send
only a non-political representative [to next month’s summits].”

Myanmar has been a thorn in ASEAN’s side since the coup last year sparked a popular uprising.

In an effort to settle the social and political turmoil, the bloc drafted a peace plan known as the
Five-Point Consensus in April last year. However, instead of implementing the plan, which
includes an immediate cessation of violence, the regime continues to commit extrajudicial
killings and arbitrary arrests of civilians who oppose military rule. So far, the junta has killed
more than 2,000 people while torching villages and homes in resistance strongholds across the
country. The 10-nation regional bloc has responded with the rare move of blocking the regime
from attending its summits.

Junta chief Min Aung Hlaing was excluded from regional summits in October 2021 and the US-
ASEAN Special Summit in Washington last month. Junta Foreign Minister Wunna Maung Lwin
was also barred from the bloc’s foreign ministers’ meetings in February and August this year.

Although it has excluded the junta from meetings, ASEAN is still under fire for sticking to a
peace plan that has proved ineffective in reining in the military regime.

Page 20 of 50


https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-chief-excluded-from-us-asean-special-summit.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-chief-excluded-from-us-asean-special-summit.html

Meanwhile, member states of the bloc are also divided over what action to take on Myanmar.
Cambodia favors negotiating with the junta but Malaysia prefers a tougher approach, including
engagement with Myanmar’s opposition and civilian National Unity Government (NUG).

Addressing the United Nations General Assembly last month, Malaysian Prime Minister Ismail
Sabri Yaakob expressed disappointment at the lack of progress in implementing the ASEAN
peace plan.

“In its current form, the ASEAN Five Point Consensus cannot continue any longer. Therefore,
this consensus needs to be given a new lease of life and refined based on a clearer framework,
timeframe and end goal,” he said.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-leader-barred-from-attending-next-
months-asean-summits.html

Will China use Pakistan as a Proxy to Arm Myanmar Military?
By YAN NAING | 4 October 2022

China has tried to engage with the people of Myanmar since the widespread anti-China
protests that followed last year’s coup, with many Myanmar citizens believing that Beijing backs
the military regime.

Late last month, China’s ambassador to Myanmar, Chen Hai, joined U Ko Ko, the junta’s
Minister for Religious Affairs and Culture, at a ceremony marking the China-funded installation
of security doors guarding a sacred hair of the Buddha at Yangon’s Botataung Pagoda and to
celebrate the reopening of the shrine.

Speaking at the ceremony, Chen Hai said that he was delighted to see friendly exchanges
between the Buddhist communities of Myanmar and China.

Since the coup, Beijing has been careful to engage not only with the junta, but to open a low-
level, informal dialogue with the parallel National Unity Government (NUG).

But China is not a trusted neighbor and Beijing’s undisclosed support of the Myanmar military is
being closely monitored. Unlike Russia, China cannot openly sell arms to the regime.

Intelligence sources have suggested that Beijing is considering using Pakistan as an
intermediary to sell and export military hardware to the junta.

With coup leader Senior General Min Aung Hlaing making repeated visits to Russia with a
shopping list for jet fighters, helicopters and missiles, China is concerned that it will lose
Myanmar as a customer for its weapons.
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At the same time, Pakistan’s security ties and defense cooperation with Myanmar have
increased since the military takeover.

Pakistan is reportedly delivering two JF-17 Thunder Block-II aircraft to the Myanmar Air Force.
In 2018, Myanmar's military bought 16 JF-17 Thunder multi-role aircraft from Pakistan for
USS560 million. The aircraft is co-developed by the Pakistan Aeronautical Complex and China’s
Chengdu Aerospace Corporation.

The junta is also also reportedly considering purchasing heavy machine guns, 60 and 81mm
mortars and M-79 grenade launchers from Pakistan.

Islamabad was formerly a strong critic of Myanmar’s government for what it alleged was a
state-sponsored terror campaign against Rohingya Muslims in western Myanmar’s Rakhine
State.

At the same time, Myanmar has in the past accused Pakistan of arming and training the radical
Rohingya group, the Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army.

Now, though, the two countries seem to have grown closer, apparently at the behest of Beijing,
which is understood to be brokering arms deals between Pakistan and Myanmar.

Security experts claim that China has surreptitiously stepped up its engagement with
Myanmar’s junta. As part of that clandestine cooperation, Beijing has got Islamabad involved as
a proxy to supply weapons to the regime.

Beijing is wary of the deep anti-China sentiment in Myanmar and the likely backlash if it is seen
to be supplying arms to the junta.

Anti-Chinese sentiment swelled in Myanmar following the coup, with many people believing
that Beijing had a hand in the takeover. Soon after the putsch, there were calls for a boycott of
China-made goods, along with calls to blow up the oil and gas pipelines that run from Rakhine
State to Yunnan Province in southwest China if Beijing failed to condemn the junta.

Earlier this year, resistance forces attacked a China-backed nickel-processing plant in Sagaing
Region, even as Beijing urged the NUG to ensure the anti-coup resistance did not target China’s
investments in Myanmar.

In public, Beijing has called on the regime to return to democracy. However, it is believed that
China has continued to arm the junta secretly, exporting small arms and munitions including
CH-3 drones.

Last year, the UK-based Jane’s International Defense Review and the Washington-based Center
for Strategic and International Studies think tank both identified Chinese-made CH-3A drones as
being used by the Myanmar military to identify targets.
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What could upset Beijing and Islamabad’s sinister plans is the ever-growing resistance to the
regime by People’s Defense Forces (PDF). In conjunction with ethnic armed organizations, the
PDFs are carrying out near-daily attacks on junta forces. Over 250 of Myanmar’s 330 townships
have witnessed such attacks.

China can point to ceremonies like the one at Botataung Pagoda last month as evidence of its
friendship towards the Myanmar people, but that will count for nothing if Beijing continues
secretly to send military hardware to the junta.

Yan Naing is a pseudonym for a political analyst on Myanmar and China.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/guest-column/will-china-use-pakistan-as-a-proxy-to-arm-
myanmar-military.html
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