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Women Resistance Fighters Blow Themselves up to Avoid Arrest by Myanmar Junta
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Women Resistance Fighters Blow Themselves up to Avoid Arrest by Myanmar Junta
By HEIN HTOO ZAN | 9 January 2023

Two female resistance fighters blew themselves up on January 7 rather than be searched by
Myanmar military soldiers based in Kawlin Township, Sagaing Region, according to resistance
fighters and local residents.

Daw Su Su Yee, 45, and Ma Hnin Si Hlaing, 20, both members of the Kawlin Revolution (KR)
Team resistance group, were riding a motorcycle and carrying handmade bombs when they
unexpectedly met a regime column that was patrolling in the township around 9am on January
7.

“The junta troops ordered them to stop and were about to search the women. But when the
troops gathered around them, the women fighters blew themselves up rather than be
arrested,” said the KR Team spokesperson.

Junta casualties from the blast are still unknown.

KR Team said in a statement that Daw Su Su Yi and Hnin Si Hlaing had sacrificed their lives for
the revolution and honoured them.

“People tend to say women have weak dispositions, but that saying will be questioned now.
They had a strong revolutionary creed and made the decision to take responsibility. Comrades,
you even tried to show the three finger salute while you were dying,” said the KR Team’s
statement.

The suicide attack followed clashes in Kawlin Township two days before, when 50-odd military
regime soldiers started advancing towards Nat Kyi Khone Village and fighting broke out
between them and the Kawlin People’s Defence Force (KLPDF) at around 8:30am on January 5.

KLPDF was able to retreat successfully, but made a plan with their allies, including KR Team, to
plant landmines and time bombs to prevent further aggressive actions by junta forces. The two
women who died on January 7 were carrying some of those bombs.

Later on January 5, junta troops moved into Myaung Kyi Village and torched homes, according
to villagers. Regime forces have also launched recent arson attacks in other villages in Kawlin
Township, including Kyun Khone, Nat Kyi Khone, Hnaw Khone, Mayoe Khone, Tuu Myaung, Kan
Lal, Myaung Gyi, Tar Ywar, Hle Pwel, and Eain Tain Pone villages.

Around 6,000 residents from those villages and others nearby have fled junta forces, according
to the Kawlin People’s Administrative Body, the National Unity Government’s administration in
the township.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/women-resistance-fighters-blow-
themselves-up-to-avoid-arrest-by-myanmar-junta.html
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Monk Linked to Myanmar Junta Chief Killed in Sagaing Raid
By THE IRRAWADDY | 7 January 2023

A monk from the Sitagu Buddhist Academy, which was founded by Sitagu Sayadaw who is close
to Myanmar’s junta, was among four people killed by regime troops during a raid on a village in
Sagaing Township on Friday.

On Friday morning soldiers and pro-regime Pyu Saw Htee militia members raided Depayin Kwal
village in Sagaing Region.

Several resistance groups defending the village retreated due to their lack of weapons, said
Sagaing District People’s Defense Force.

During the raid, Ashin Gadarthara, one of Sitagu’s 10 patron saint monks, was killed at the
Shwegu monastery in the village.

The Sitagu Buddhist Academy was founded by Sitagu Sayadaw Ashin Nyanissara, one of regime
leader Min Aung Hlaing’s favorite monks.

He praised the junta chief as a “king” and head of state of great generosity and wisdom in
March last year. Sitagu Sayadaw has remained tight-lipped about junta atrocities.

Resident Ma Khin Su Mon was also killed after she was found hiding in the monastery
basement, a resident told The Irrawaddy.

Both were shot in the head or neck, according to sources.
Two resistance fighters were killed while defending the village.
Around 70 houses were burned down by regime forces.

The raid came after a heavy clash between regime forces and resistance groups in the adjacent
pro-regime village of Kywe Pon on Thursday.

Myanmar’s junta faces near-daily attacks from resistance groups and many ethnic armed
organizations across the country.

Junta atrocities include arbitrary killings, burning people alive, massacres, extrajudicial killings
of detainees, using civilian detainees as human shields and looting and burning houses, artillery
and airstrikes on residential areas and acts of sexual violence.

By Friday, 2,707 people had been killed by junta forces and 16,992 people, including
government leaders, have been detained since the 2021 coup, said the Assistance Association
for Political Prisoners.
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Junta arrests National League for Democracy lawmaker in Magway region
Win Win and his family had been in hiding for nearly 2 years.

By RFA Burmese | 2023.01.09

“3 TR A

Win Win, former National League for Democracy member of
parliament for Minbu township, Magway region. Citizen journalist

Junta troops have arrested a former National League for
Democracy lawmaker and his family in Myanmar’s central
Magway region, according to a family friend.

Win Win was elected as Minbu township’s representative to the
country’s lower house, or Pyithu Hluttaw, in 2015 and reelected
in 2020.

He was arrested with his wife and three children on Sunday morning at a relative’s house in
Pwintbyu township, where he had been hiding since the military overthrew the National
League for Democracy-led government in a February 2021 coup.

"They were arrested early in the morning. We don't know where he was taken after that,”
said the family friend, who did not wish to be identified for security reasons. “l understand
that the junta issued an arrest warrant for Win Win under Section 505 (a) of the Penal
Code," he said, referring to the section prohibiting incitement against a government
employee, which is punishable by up to three years in prison.

The family friend did not know whether the junta would continue to detain Win Win’s wife
Toe Toe Wai and his children, Thantzin Win Wai Hein, 17; Nhoung Yati Win Wai Htwe, 13;
and La Pyae Win, 3, while pursuing its case against him.

The junta has not released a statement on the arrests.

Since the coup, the military regime has detained and imprisoned scores of lawmakers,
including prominent members of the National League for Democracy.

According to the party's human rights department, 90 members of parliament and 1,169
party members have been arrested since Feb. 1, 2021. It said 67 members, including two
lawmakers, died in prison or during interrogation.

Translated by RFA Burmese. Edited by Mike Firn.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/nld-mp-arrested-01092023052622.html
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Political Inmate Killed as Myanmar Junta Forces Open Fire on Protest
By THE IRRAWADDY | 9 January 2023

One political prisoner was killed and around 70 were injured, nine severely, when junta security
forces opened fire on a protest by inmates at Pathein Prison in Ayeyarwady Region on Friday.

The slain victim was identified as Ko Wai Yan Phyo, 35, a resident of Chaungtha Beach in
Pathein. He was detained in Pantanaw Township in June last year and charged with terrorism.

“He was hit by three bullets to the head and died immediately,” a source in Pathein Prison said. “Nine
other inmates remain on the critical list at Pathein Hospital heavily guarded by junta security forces,” he
added.

A photo released by the junta claiming to show destruction
caused by the protest at Pathein Prison.

The protest broke out when one political prisoner, identified as
Ko Mei Gyi, failed to return after being taken away and tortured
by prison officers.

; “The prison governor and staff took away eight political
prisoners on the evening of Jan. 5, alleging that they had found a phone belonging to Ko Mei
Gyi,” the source said. “They were badly beaten and interrogated the whole night. Seven were
sent back to their cells the following morning, but not Ko Mei Gyi. When inmates demanded to
see Ko Mei Gyi, authorities launched a crackdown.”

A unit of about 30 junta policemen arrived at the prison and opened fire on the protesters on
Friday.

Citing prison sources, former political prisoner U Tun Kyi said the phone’s discovery was just an
excuse to target eight political prisoners, including Ko Mei Gyi, who had been protesting the
construction of a prison gallows to hang a striking teacher on death row.

“It is as if prisons have a license to slaughter political prisoners and it is not a crime to kill them,
he said. “Authorities at different levels help cover up crimes against political prisoners.
Perpetrators in this Pathein Prison case must be held accountable.”

Following the crackdown, more than 60 political prisoners were forced to sit in the sun for
hours before being beaten by prison guards and convicted criminals on Friday.

Prison authorities have also banned deliveries of food and packages to Pathein inmates. “Those
who went to deliver food to detained relatives [on Friday] said they heard the noise of beatings
from outside the prison,” a source told The Irrawaddy on Saturday. “l was told that the
[prisoners’] heads were shaved today and they were also forced to stay under the sun the
whole day.”
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The Assistance Association for Political Prisoners, a rights watchdog that monitors junta arrests
and killings, said Pathein prison is managed by four regime officials, namely prison governor
Nay Min Htet, Pathein city police surveillance chief Myint Aung, and police officer Kyaw Oo.

A photo released by the junta claiming to show destruction
caused by the protest at Pathein Prison.

“Those who ordered these crimes at Pathein Prison, and the
prison officers who carried them out, are responsible and must
be held to account,” said the AAPP statement, which condemned
the use of extrajudicial murder and torture in the crackdown.

A regime statement said the incident began after guards confiscated a keypad phone from a
prisoner on Thursday night and took disciplinary action. About 70 prisoners escaped from their
cells on Friday morning and attempted to attack prison staff while damaging property, it added.
Police arrived at the prison at 9.45 am and used sticks and shields while also firing “warning
shots” to stop the “riot”, the statement said.

It claimed that one prisoner had died and 63 others were injured during fighting among
themselves.

Two policemen and nine prison staff were also reportedly injured during the incident.

Local sources dismissed the junta statement as a lie. They said they heard four gunshots
followed by a burst of gunfire in the prison.

“l doubt inmates would employ violence given they have nothing to use as weapons. [Political]
prisoners would only make verbal demands and stage hunger protests,” said a local resident.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/political-inmate-killed-as-myanmar-junta-forces-
open-fire-on-protest.html

One political detainee dead, another missing after assault by guards, police in Myanmar
prison

Staff in Pathein Prison beat dozens of prisoners after inmates protest the alleged construction
of gallows to execute a striking teacher sentenced to death

Esther J | Published on Jan 9, 2023

At least one inmate at Pathein Prison in Ayeyarwady Region was killed in a recent attack by
guards on political detainees at the facility, with military authorities refusing to release his body
to his family, according to sources familiar with the incident.
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Photo of the scene in Pathein Prison after the January 6
attack, released by the military council

Wai Yan Phyo, a 33-year-old resident of the resort town of
Chaungtha arrested last June and charged with terrorism,
was reportedly killed in an outbreak of violence on January
6. Beatings and the use of rubber bullets by prison staff sent
some 10 injured prisoners to Pathein General Hospital for
treatment, among whom were five people who were wounded critically.

After learning of his death, Wai Yan Phyo’s relatives waited in front of both Pathein Prison and
the hospital to claim his body, but their requests that he be returned to them were denied, a
source said.

They were, however, allowed to view his body before he was cremated at the city’s cemetery
on Saturday, the individual told Myanmar Now.

The fatal assault occurred the day after an inmate called Mae Gyi—also known as Win Min
Htet—initiated an eight-person protest after overhearing prison staff discussing the
construction of gallows in order to execute Kaung Khant Kyaw, a striking Pathein teacher
handed a death sentence on December 30.

Photo of the scene in Pathein Prison after the January 6
attack, released by the military council

The eight individuals involved in the demonstration were
removed from their cells on the evening of January 5 and
beaten by prison authorities, who told other detainees that
the targeted individuals were being punished for having
hidden a mobile phone.

4 e 5
j‘ e &

“Seven of them returned to their respective cells the following morning, but Mae Gyi was
nowhere to be found, heightening tension between the prisoners and the prison authorities,”
the source familiar with the incident said.

The next day, with hostilities high, a member of the prison staff reportedly hit a political
prisoner with a baton while he was taking out the trash, prompting others who witnessed the
assault to rush to his defence.

“The political prisoners started to rise up and the authorities started arming themselves with
batons, which ultimately resulted in a clash,” the source explained, adding that some 60
inmates were reportedly involved.

A relative of one of the detainees told Myanmar Now that police officers arrived at the site to
provide reinforcement for the guards, and started shooting rubber bullets at the prisoners.
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“Nobody knows if anyone was actually shot [with live ammunition], but we only heard about
Wai Yan Phyo’s death that evening. Mae Gyi is still missing,” the relative said.

Mae Gyi was arrested in July 2021 and is charged with violating Section 52a of the
Counterterrorism Law, which involves alleged association with members of a “terrorist” group.

Following the attack, the junta released a report describing how on the morning of January 6,
“rioting prisoners” from two wards in Pathein destroyed CCTV cameras and insulted and
threatened the facility’s staff while attempting an assault with sticks and bricks.

The military council stated that a prisoner was killed in the fight and two police officers, nine
prison staff and 63 inmates were injured.

“We can see that the military’s statements are full of lies,” the source with prison ties told
Myanmar Now, adding that junta photos of damage to the site depicted the brutality employed
by prison staff during the crackdown. “The buildings and rooms were only destroyed because
they used force in dispersing the crowd, not because the prisoners deliberately destroyed
them.”

Myanmar Now attempted to contact the Pathein Prison authorities for comment regarding the
incident but all calls went unanswered.

https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/one-political-detainee-dead-another-missing-after-assault-
by-guards-police-in-myanmar-prison

Kayah Resistance: 797 Myanmar Junta Troops Killed Last Year
By THE IRRAWADDY | 7 January 2023

The Karenni Nationalities Defense Force (KNDF) and its resistance allies claim to have killed
almost 800 Myanmar junta soldiers in Kayah and Shan states last year.

The KNDF, Karenni Army, the armed wing of the Karenni National Progressive Party, and several
resistance groups have been fighting the regime since May 2021 when hundreds of peaceful
anti-regime demonstrators were killed across the country.

Clashes have spilled over into southern Shan State.

The KNDF said on Friday that it engaged in 341 clashes with the regime in 2022, in which 797
junta troops were killed and 93 injured.

It said 65 KNDF fighters were killed.

The junta conducted over 150 airstrikes and shelling attacks on resistance forces and civilian
targets, the armed group said.
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Junta soldiers and weapons seized in Demoso Township,
Kayah State, in early December. / KNDF

At least 13 civilians were killed and 64 injured, 72 civilian
houses and four religious buildings, including a Buddhist
temple, were destroyed, according to the KNDF.

The resistance group claimed to have captured 11 regime
soldiers, along with 40 weapons in the clashes and seven

soldiers defected to the KNDF.

The KNDF vowed to keep fighting until the dictatorship fell.

By last month 544 clashes had broken out with Karenni resistance groups, in which 1,692
regime troops and 211 resistance fighters were killed since the 2021 coup, according to the
Progressive Karenni People Force rights group that monitors junta atrocities.

It said 293 civilians had been killed by the regime and 126 displaced civilians died fleeing their
homes.

A total of 1,309 houses and other buildings were destroyed, the rights group said.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/kayah-resistance-797-myanmar-junta-troops-killed-
last-year.html

Chin nationalism ‘blossoms’ on northwestern front against junta
JANUARY 9, 2023 | By EMILY FISHBEIN | FRONTIER

A common desire for autonomy among Chin people has helped turn their state into one of
Myanmar’s main sites of armed struggle, but resistance leaders say more needs to be done to
strengthen unity.

Given* had once considered Myanmar national politics as separate from his ethnic identity. In
the general election of November 2020, he had volunteered with his father’s campaign for a
Chin State parliament seat with the National League for Democracy, believing the party could
be “better for the whole country”.

At the time, this perspective was mainstream in the mountainous northwestern state. Although
the incumbent NLD government had repeatedly arrested ethnic activists and had failed to
advance federal autonomy for ethnic states, most ethnic parties that competed against it
suffered crushing defeats in 2020. In Chin, the NLD won 35 of 39 available parliamentary seats,
while the Chin National League for Democracy won only one.
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The coup in February 2021, however, dramatically the country’s political
landscape. Within weeks, to restore the elected civilian government had evolved

into for a complete overhaul of Myanmar’s centralised political system. By April, a
body of elected parliamentarians ousted by the coup had the military-drafted 2008
Constitution, announced an interim and appointed a National Unity
Government to lead its implementation.

These changes were soon followed by a major shift in tactics within the pro-democracy
movement, as the junta’s deadly crackdowns on nonviolent protests pushed the public to
support an . Resistance armies emerged by the hundreds, often joining forces
with ethnic armed organisations against a common enemy.

With the exception of Paletwa Township in southern Chin, which saw between
the military and Arakan Army from 2014, the state had been peaceful over the previous
decade. After the coup, however, it quickly became a key resistance front. Township-based
Chinland Defense Forces and other Chin armed groups formed in April 2021 joined hands with
the Chin National Front, an ethnic armed organisation which has aligned itself with the
country’s wider pro-democracy movement. The groups have since been engaged in intense
fighting with junta forces and have significant territory outside the main cities and
towns.

On the political stage, the Chin have also mobilised, establishing an

to draft state-level policies and represent Chin political interests at the
union level, and at the township level, establishing “public administrations” in areas the junta
can no longer access.

These processes have seen Chin people come together with unprecedented solidarity around
their ethnic identity, according to more than two dozen interviews conducted in August and
September with members of township-based CDFs, the CNF and the

, a group formed in April 2021 and based in Falam Township, whose armed wing is
the Chin National Defence Force.

The coup, they say, has not only brought Chin people together against the military, but has also
awakened them to a history of oppression under successive Bamar-dominated central
governments. Now, they believe, a will to establish an autonomous “Chinland” has become a
driving force of the Chin resistance.

“As an ethnic nationality, we should be able to create and choose what we want for our
nation,” said Given, who was a lawyer before the coup and now heads the justice department
of the CDF public administration in Thantlang Township. “We need to enter the battle now for a
Chin nation...for our Chin ethnicity to administer our own people.”

Despite this common goal, however, Chin’s internal diversity, combined with its rugged
geography and complex history, have posed challenges to unifying Chin people. Alongside
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historic levels of cooperation, there have also been growing pains in integrating allied Chin
forces, as well as tense disputes and incidents of violence involving some armed groups that are
not part of the main Chin alliance. Yet, members of the resistance told Frontier they were
optimistic that divisions could be overcome amid a “blossoming” of Chin nationalism.

From ceasefire to revolution

For centuries, the diverse collection of people inhabiting the remote mountains spanning what
is today Myanmar’s northwestern border with India and Bangladesh ruled themselves as
independent chiefdoms. When the British took control over these areas in the late 19th
century, it divided them among its territories of Assam, Bengal and Burma. The Chin Hills
Regulations of 1896 established indirect colonial rule over the areas included in Burma, thereby
introducing a distinct Chin identity, while still preserving traditional political structures at the
local level.

The act enabled local chiefdoms in the Chin hills to continue living autonomously from the
Burmese as well as from each other for the next half-century. This autonomy was seemingly
guaranteed at a meeting in Panglong, Shan State in February 1947. During the meeting, General
Aung San, the father of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and leader of Burma’s independence movement,
invited Chin, Kachin and Shan leaders to join the Union of Burma, offering them “full autonomy
in internal administration” in principle, as well as the “rights and privileges which are regarded
as fundamental in democratic countries.”

However, Aung San was assassinated five months later, and although Burma gained
independence in January of 1948, the was . “Even though
we got independence from a foreign country, we haven’t achieved independence from the
Burmese,” said Salai Ngun San Aung, Assistant General Secretary of the CDF branch in Hakha
Township.

A sense of broken promises from Panglong, and more broadly of marginalisation under a
centralised political system dominated by the ethnic Bamar majority, has been a driving force
behind decades of intermittent conflict along the country’s borders, where more than a dozen
ethnic armed organisations are based.

The emerged in 1988 in Mizoram, India and engaged in low-level conflict
with the military before signing a in 2012. Three years later, it was one of
eight ethnic armed organisations to join a , Which despite its

name was not signed by many of Myanmar’s largest groups.

Dr Lian Hmung Sakhong, the CNF vice chair, told Frontier in December that during the ceasefire
years, the group not only participated in political dialogue with the central government but was
also “sowing the seeds for the current revolution”. Within months of signing the 2012 ceasefire,
he said the group began conducting public consultations across Chin as well as “nation-
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building” activities including raising awareness about Chin history, culture and ethnic identity,
which continued right up until the 2021 coup.

Although the ceasefire was never formally annulled, the CNF openly condemned the coup and
declared its support for the pro-democracy movement on February 20, 2021, when it signed

a with several other NCA signatories. The following month, Lian Hmung
Sakhong was one of nine people who led the drafting of the Federal Democracy Charter, and in
April 2021, the CNF came together with members of Chin civil society and Chin politicians to
form the ICNCC. The same month, joined the NUG as Minister of Federal
Union Affairs.

Even before that, Chin youth were visiting the CNF headquarters of Camp Victoria in rural
Thantlang Township to prepare to take up arms against the new junta, according to interviews
with CDF leaders. “We learned how to hold guns and how to build a camp,” said Cung Hlei
Thawng, who co-founded the CDF-Thantlang in April 2021 and is now its commander-in-chief.

At the end April 2021, Chin State saw some of the first clashes between resistance forces
formed after the coup and the military. The CDF-Mindat, mainly armed with homemade
hunting rifles, junta forces, which with artillery fire and rocket-propelled
grenades.

A month later, the CNF was the country’s first ethnic armed organisation to

with the NUG. “[The military] made the coup, and whatever they claim is nonsense.
So, we also decided that we can no longer talk,” said the CNF Vice Chairman-3 Dr Sui Khar. “We
decided to eliminate once and forever this military dictatorship and regime.”

The CNF, whose armed wing is the Chin National Army, has since been openly training, arming

and fighting alongside the CDFs and other Chin resistance groups, and in August 2021, it joined
an alliance with 12 of them. Initially called the Joint Military Council, it was relaunched a month
later as the and now has 18 members.

Sui Khar said that the CDFs were established with the CNF’s “blessing”, on the condition that
they would disarm after defeating the military. He also suggested the current arrangement was
a compromise.

“For many young people, it is hard to become like the Chin National Army, which is strictly
disciplined, but at the same time, they would also like to join in the fight against this military
regime,” he said. “The best way is if they can enrol in the Chin National Front or the Chin
National Army, but sometimes, the best way is not realistic.”

‘We have been cheated and deceived’

“Before, nationalism was very weak, but after the coup, that nationalism sprouted and now it is
very strong,” said Sui Khar.
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This transformation was also highlighted by Salai Timmy Htut, a CNO official and general
secretary of the CJDC alliance. “It has been many, many years that we have been oppressed by
other people. Now in 2022 [our feelings] burst...The spirit of nationalism started to

blossom,” he said.

Alongside this blossoming nationalism, historical grievances toward the Bamar majority have
intensified. “Our God-given state, our world, our land, our culture, our identity were
swallowed,” said Ngun San Aung, of the CDF-Hakha. “I see this revolution as saving our Chin
State, our Chin ethnic people.”

Before the coup, such perspectives mainly came from ethnic activists and risked public backlash
for being seen as unpatriotic or disruptive to national unity. Now, they serve as a rallying point
even among some former NLD supporters.

“As an ethnic Chin, | don’t want to live under the Bamars’ lead, quite frankly. But if there is a
free and open federal democratic union, then | want to live in it,” said Joseph Thang Sun Mung,
a former NLD party secretary in Falam Township and now a spokesperson for the CDF-Tonzang.

Salai Htun Htun Oo, the CIDC'’s spokesperson, was also cautious about trusting the Bamar. “We
have experienced and read in history that we have been cheated or deceived by the majority
group, so we are a little bit doubtful about Burmese people,” he said. “We don’t especially want
to exclude Burmese people, but we want to stand firm.”

Beyond a desire for autonomy, however, many members of the Chin resistance appear to be
waiting on future political negotiations before pinning down more specific objectives, which
they said might include federal or confederate status or even independence.

“We have to defeat Min Aung Hlaing and his group from the roots so that we can get our peace
of mind and safety... That is my first goal,” said Thang Thang*, who leads the CDF-Thantlang’s
public administration in a 10-village area known as Bual.

Ngun San Aung of the CDF-Hakha said he was too focused on the safety and well-being of his
comrades on the front lines to pay attention to detailed political matters. “The first thing is to
beat the SAC,” he said, using an abbreviation for the junta’s formal name, the State
Administration Council. “After that...[we] will negotiate the administrative structure.”

‘We didn’t have a chance to mingle’

As in other parts of the country, the Chin resistance has struggled to build a truly unified front.
This challenge long predates the coup —a Human Rights Watch in 2009 describes
fractures within the CNF leadership shortly after its establishment, limiting support for the
group in some parts of the state.

Since the coup, tensions have at times flared between CJDC members and a handful of outlying
armed groups, resulting in occasional . Even within the CJDC alliance,
resistance leaders say differences are still being worked out.
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“There are many gaps between CNF and CDFs, because CNF is very, very advanced militarily and
politically, but the good thing is the CNF is trying to unite all the CDFs into one group,” said Salai
Timmy Htut, the CIDC general secretary.

Members of the Chin resistance also emphasised the need to overcome differences between
townships and tribes, with some perceived as having stronger political representation than
others. “We should focus less on prioritising certain groups. Instead, we should prioritise the
spirit of Chin and work together,” said Salai Aung Lin, deputy brigade commander with the CDF-
Kanpetlet.

Local conditions have presented significant obstacles. The state’s severe, mountainous terrain
means communities have been isolated from each other for most of their history.
Consequently, Chin people speak more than 40 languages, many of which are not mutually
intelligible. Although Burmese is sometimes used as a common language, many in rural areas
do not speak it fluently. Chin is also one of Myanmar’s , with many
villages lacking reliable mobile phone connectivity or paved roads. “We didn’t have a chance to
mingle with each other, so we have to do a lot to unite people,” said Timmy Htut, the CIDC
general secretary.

Another challenge, say members of the Chin resistance, is that even the concept of Chin nation-
building is relatively new. “Mostly our tribal mindsets prevail over our national mindset,
because we Chin people ourselves didn’t have an opportunity for political or social discussions,”
said Htun Htun Oo, the CIDC spokesperson. “We just did what other people said, whether
British or Burmese.”

Sui Khar of the CNF added that the military’s efforts over several decades to promote a
dominant Bamar identity had hindered the development of Chin nationalism. “The way the
Burmese army is building the nation is to assimilate other ethnic nationalities and introduce
Burmanisation,” he said, adding that this had contributed to Chin people being “disarrayed”.

Yet, despite lingering divisions, the resistance movement has forged unprecedented common
ground among Chin people, according to Paul*, president of the CDF-Paletwa. “We all have this
dream of building a future Chin nation,” he said. “We have never been this united before.”

Chin frontiers

As well as negotiating internal dynamics, defining the geographic boundaries of Chinland has
also been fraught, with many in the Chin resistance looking to incorporate areas in
neighbouring regions with large Chin populations. “There are many Chin people living in some
places which are not in Chinland territory,” said Timmy Htut of the CIDC. “Before the British
came, our ancestors lived there for many years, so we want to unite people from those places
to build a nation together.”

Especially contentious are the neighbouring areas of Kalay Township in Sagaing Region and
Gangaw Township in Magway Region. Kalay, in particular, holds historical and cultural
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significance for Chin people, and with a total population of nearly 350,000 according to the
2014 census, the township is also roughly three-fourths as populous as all of Chin State.

The CDF-Kalay-Kabaw-Gangaw is one of several resistance forces based there, but it is the only
one that also seeks to incorporate these areas into Chinland. Kabaw refers to the Kabaw valley,
located in Kalay Township near the border with the Indian state of Manipur.

The CDF-KKG’s vice president Ram Siam said he hopes to see the boundaries of Chinland
“brought back to the way they were historically” and that before focusing on recognition at the
union level, his group is striving to build support for this cause among local Chin people.

Even within the CDF-KKG, however, not everyone appears to share this goal. “The reason that |
joined this group is simple: | want to fight against the military dictators,” said a Bamar member
of the group who spoke on condition of anonymity. “For me, it’s not a big deal whether Kalay is
in Chin State or Sagaing Region. The most important thing is that each and every person has
their rights.”

Another area with contentious ethnic politics is Paletwa, a Chin State township where the
Arakan Army maintains a strong presence. It is the most populous township in Chin, with more
than 97,000 people, who are mostly Chin but also include a sizable Rakhine minority. In the
years before the coup, Paletwa was isolated from the rest of Chin by heavy fighting between
the AA and military, which led to between the CNF and AA as well as Chin
and Rakhine communities. “Before 2021, Chin people in Paletwa Township felt like we were
living under war from a revolution fought by Rakhine people,” said Paul of the CDF-Paletwa.

In November 2020, the AA and military agreed to an that continued after the
coup. But even when the guns fell silent, the Chin of Paletwa felt caught between the two
groups, said Paul. The AA participation in the Civil Disobedience Movement, a mass
strike by government staff, as well as nonviolent protests against the coup in areas under its
control or influence. “We in Paletwa who wanted to participate in the revolution felt like we
couldn’t do anything freely at all,” he said.

The CDF-Paletwa was established in April 2021 and has since navigated a tight space due to the
large number of military and AA forces in the township. Still, Paul said it had fought around 20
battles against the military, including two alongside CNA forces.

Fighting between the AA and military resumed in July last year, only to halt again in another
informal in November. However, the CDF-Paletwa has never fought alongside the AA.
“Our common enemy is the terrorist military council. To fight that common enemy, we are
connected to all the groups and organisations who have the same vision, but not to the extent
of cooperation,” said Paul.

Negotiations between the two groups, he added, should wait until after the resistance war is
won. “Later on, after we have defeated the military, there will be a table or point where we
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[resistance groups] converge,” he said. “We want to approach [our differences] by sitting down
together and discussing openly about what should happen.”

The AA-military conflict, combined with prolonged internet shutdowns

both before and after the coup, have not only put Chin people in physical danger, said Paul, but
also at risk of political manipulation. “It’s so easy for the military to persuade people. They
apply practical methods — for example, if you need rice, they will give you one can of rice,” he
said. “Not everyone knows about our [Chin] revolution’s essence because the military made it
that way, by doing things like cutting off the news and information flow and using psychological
warfare.”

Still, he hoped that Chin people in Paletwa could participate in the Chin nation-building process.
“All Chin ethnic people need to come together as one, and build our dream of a future Chin
nation,” he said. “We must have our own Chinland constitution, give our nation its own name,
fly our own flag, and speak our own languages as we want.”

*Denotes the use of a pseudonym or nom de guerre where sources had security concerns

https://www.frontiermyanmar.net/en/chin-nationalism-blossoms-on-northwestern-front-
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Myanmar Junta Arrests PDF Fighters Amidst Inle Lake Clashes
By HEIN HTOO ZAN | 9 January 2023

Myanmar’s military regime arrested four members of a People’s Defence Force (PDF) and four
of their alleged supporters near Inle Lake in late December and early January.

Inle Lake, in eastern Myanmar’s Shan State, is one of the country’s most popular tourist
destinations and, up to now, has been spared the fighting that has engulfed much of Myanmar
since the 2021 coup.

In a statement released on Saturday, the junta said that its forces arrested U Zawana a.k.a Soe
Than Win, the abbot of Inn Tain Nyaung monastery in Inn Tain Village, Nyaung Shwe Township,
where Inle Lake is located, on December 27, accusing the monk of supporting resistance
groups.

Two members of Inle PDF — Zaw Zaw Aung and Aik Yon — were arrested in nearby Heho on
December 29, along with PDF supporter Than Zaw Htay, Two other PDF supporters, Daw Tin Tin
Nyo and Min Min Oo, were detained in the Shan State capital Taunggyi on December 31.

Another two PDF members, Zaw Myo Aung and Zwe Nyi Tun, were arrested near Kan Village in
Nyaung Shwe Township on January 4, according to the junta statement.
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The regime claimed also to have killed four Inle PDF fighters, including Ko Phoe Khwar, also
known as Inn Phoe Kywar, on January 3.

The spokesperson for the Inle PDF told The Irrawaddy that they could only verify the detention
of three of the people named in the junta statement.

“They [the regime] arrested innocent people saying that they are PDF supporters, and they
should be released immediately,” said Inn Sar Kuu, the Inle PDF spokesperson.

On January 3, clashes broke out between Inle PDF and Myanmar military troops, along with
junta-allied Pyu Saw Htee militia and Pa-O National Organization fighters, near Than Htaung
Village in Nyaung Shwe.

Inle PDF said that their commander, 30-year-old Ko Phoe Khwar, another officer and a fighter
were killed in the clashes, which started with junta forces ambushing an Inle PDF column.

At least 12 regime forces were killed and many others injured in the fighting, said Inle PDF.

The battle was the first clash near Inle Lake since the coup. Inle PDF officially joined the
resistance forces of the National Unity Government in December 2022, as infantry battalion
1,009.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-arrests-pdf-fighters-amidst-inle-
lake-clashes.html

Resistance, regime forces clash in southern Shan State amid wave of arrests

The fighting comes as the military seeks to crack down on resistance activities in areas west of
the state capital Taunggyi

Nyein Swe | Published on Jan 9, 2023

Members of the Pa-O National Defence Force carry out
military operations in September 2022 (PNDF)

A coalition of anti-regime forces clashed with junta troops
in southern Shan State last week amid efforts by the
military to tighten control over the area around Inle Lake.

The fighting began on January 3 near the villages of Hpa
Yar Ni and Than Htaung, located west of the lake in
Nyaungshwe Township, and continued for three days, sources there said.

According to a woman close to local resistance forces, the anti-junta alliance—consisting of two
People’s Defence Force (PDF) battalions under the command of the National Unity Government
(NUG) and other groups active in the area—initiated the clashes.
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“They didn’t come to attack us. We went to attack them,” she said, adding that at least three
resistance fighters died in the fighting.

The number of regime casualties was unavailable at the time of reporting.

Days earlier, on December 31, two members of PDF Battalion 1005 were captured at a junta
checkpoint in Heho, a town located west of the state capital Taunggyi, as part of a crackdown
on resistance activities in the area.

The regime has not released any information about the two captives, identified as Zaw Zaw and
Aik Ron, raising concerns about their safety.

LS According to the woman who spoke to Myanmar Now, at
J/A least 40 people have been arrested in Taunggyi and in
villages around Inle Lake since late December.

J/ % “Most were ordinary civilians, though some may have had
~

administrative roles in the PDF,” she said.

Other local sources said that the arrests began after the Inle
PDF posted photos of its activities on Facebook.

‘7\ . Since last week’s fighting, the military has stepped up its
) : B\K\ " efforts to secure the area, setting up checkpoints around the
%J/‘“ “\ (;7 town of Nyaungshwe to prevent locals from leaving, sources
there reported.

| The checkpoints are reportedly manned by both junta troops
J \ and members of the Pa-O National Organisation, an ethnic
L g
QZ/ armed group allied to the regime.

bk

100

While most fighting in southern Shan State has taken place in
areas bordering Karenni (Kayah) State, there has also been significant resistance activity farther
west, particularly in Ywangan Township, some 75km northwest of Taunggyi.

In April of last year, clashes in Ywangan left at least a dozen junta troops, including a major,
dead. In August, two local resistance leaders were arrested and others were shot dead during a
series of raids.

Since then, NUG-led PDF battalions active in the area have formed an alliance with ethnic
armed groups fighting for federalism in Myanmar.

Among the groups included in the coalition—dubbed the United Southern Shan Federal
Union—is the Pa-O National Defence Force, which together with PDF troops mounted a
successful attack on junta forces in Hsihseng Township in September 2022.
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Around 31% of Ethnic Fighters in Myanmar Actively Supporting Resistance
By KO OO | 9 January 2023

Myanmar has dozens of ethnic armed organizations (EAOs), the youngest of which were
founded more than a decade ago, while some emerged with Myanmar’s independence in 1948.

They have become a tower of strength for resistance forces from central Myanmar who began
to take up arms in 2021.

EAOs can be roughly divided into four groups since the country’s Spring Revolution in 2021.
Those in the first group have publicly joined hands with pro-democracy forces from central
Myanmar. Among them are the Kachin Independence Army (KIA), the Karen National Union
(KNU), the Karenni National Progressive Party (KNPP), the Chin National Front (CNF) and the All
Burma Students Democratic Front (ABSDF).

Kachin Independence Army troops

They welcomed resistance forces from central Myanmar,
providing military training and arming them. They publicly
cooperate with the parallel National Unity Government
(NUG) and its armed wing, the People’s Defense Forces
(PDFs), and carry out joint military operations against the
regime while flatly rejecting the regime’s ceasefire offer.
Their combined strength stands at around 45,000 troops.

Karenni Army fighters

The regime has been conducting large-scale military
operations in Kachin, Karen, Kayah and Chin states, where
those groups are based.

The second group is the tripartite military alliance known as
the Three Brotherhood Alliance consisting of the Arakan
Army (AA), the Ta’ang National Liberation Army (TNLA) and
the Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army (MNDAA).

They provide military training and weapons to resistance forces of the Spring Revolution, and
also engage with the NUG and the PDF. But they don’t publicly cooperate with them, and have
not yet conducted joint military operations with them. And they engage in limited fighting with
the regime.
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Ta’ang National Liberation Army troops

At the time the Spring Revolution broke out in Myanmar in
2021, the Rakhine State-based ethnic revolutionary group
the AA was observing a truce with the Myanmar military.
After engaging in nearly five months of intense fighting with
junta troops in 2022. It entered another ceasefire with the
regime in November.

The TNLA also avoided fierce clashes with the regime in 2021 and 2022. It mainly fought a rival
ethnic armed group, the Restoration Council of Shan State (RCSS), in those years. The armed
group recently fought a fierce clash with junta troops when the latter entered its controlled
area in Namhsan in northern Shan State, but there was not any intense fighting except for that.

There were fierce clashes between the MNDAA and junta troops in 2021, but there have been
fewer clashes since last year. There was little fighting between those three EAOs and the
regime, partly because the three were consolidating control in their regions, and expanding
their armies.

The three groups met the regime around the end of 2021, but there was no agreement.
Similarly, the latest truce between the AA and the regime is also fragile. The AA also rejected
the junta’s offer of peace talks in 2022.

The regime wants to hold its fire against the three groups temporarily. It has mainly prepared
for defense rather than conducting attacks. The regime apparently thinks that fresh fighting
could erupt at any time with them. So, it has been forced to fortify its defenses in Rakhine and
northern Shan State, where the three groups are based, and dares not deploy its troops from
there to other fronts.

So, the three groups effectively deny the regime room for maneuver, though they have not
carried out many military operations over the past two years. Their combined strength stands
at around 45,000 too.

The third group consists of the United Wa State Army (UWSA), the Shan State Progress Party
(SSPP)/Shan State Army-North, and the National Democratic Alliance Army (NDAA, or Mongla
Group). The three groups are currently observing ceasefires with the Myanmar military. Their
combined strength is also around 45,000.

United Wa State Army troops

The last time the UWSA or the NDAA fought the Myanmar
military was three decades ago. They have total control over
their territories, and are not under the control of the central
government.
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The SSPP has fought a few clashes with the Myanmar military since the coup. But its bitter
enemy remains the rival Shan armed group the RCSS, which it has continued to fight over the
past two years. The UWSA has backed up the SSPP in fighting the RCSS. Alongside the SSPP
troops, UWSA troops are deployed in southern Shan State. The SSSP however handles its own
administrative functions.

Shan State Progress Party troops

The three groups have attended three rounds of peace talks
with Min Aung Hlaing since the junta chief invited EAOs to
peace talks in 2022.

/ . While the Myanmar military has been pushing EAOs to join
the peace process through the Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement (NCA) framework, the three
groups have refused to sign it. The UWSA has demanded official statehood in the form of a Wa
State. The NDAA has also demanded a self-administered zone, while the SSPP upholds the Shan
Principle, also known as the Taunggyi Principle, which refers to basic principles for the Union
adopted at a conference in Shan State’s Taunggyi in 1961.

So, it is unlikely that the three groups and the regime will reach any political agreement.
However, they won't fight because of that, either.

Since April last year, the regime has pressured the SSPP and UWSA to withdraw its troops from
mountains in Panglong, Mong Kung and Monghsu townships in southern Shan State. The
regime has also put on displays of force to threaten them. However, the regime never names
the UWSA when it makes such threats, only targeting the SSPP. The SSPP responds strongly
whenever the regime puts pressure on it.

The fourth group consists of seven EAOs: the RCSS, the New Mon State Party (NMSP), the
Democratic Karen Benevolent Army (DKBA), the Karen National Union/Karen National
Liberation Army-Peace Council (KNU/KNLA-PC), the Arakan Liberation Party (ALP), the Pa-O
National Liberation Organization (PNLO), and the Lahu Democratic Union.

Arakan Army troops

Only the RCSS and the NMSP have relatively large armies; the
others have few troops, and some do not have any. So, the
main strength of the fourth group is the RCSS and NMSP, and
"~ their combined numbers total around 12,000.

All seven groups are NCA signatories, and currently engaged in peace talks with the regime.
When the regime invited them to a third round of talks, except the RCSS and the NMSP, the five
groups without troops attended the talks after previously deciding to boycott them altogether.
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So, those five groups will be available for the regime to play with. It is expected that the RCSS
and the NMSP will however not allow themselves to be easily subjugated by the regime.
Anyway, the fourth group is unlikely to fight the regime in the near future.

Restoration Council of Shan State troops

There are around 150,000 EAO troops, and some 31
percent of them—the first group consisting of the KIA,
the KNU, the KNPP, the CNF and the ABSDF—are fully
cooperating with the Spring Revolution.

Another 31 percent, the second group consisting of the AA, the TNLA and the MNDAA, have
been only partially involved in the Spring Revolution, but they effectively contain junta troops.

Another 31 percent, the third group consisting of the UWSA, the SSPP and the NDAA, are not
currently involved in the Spring Revolution. They are not engaged in active fighting with the
regime, and it also appears that they are not helping the resistance forces either.

The fourth group, which accounts for 7 percent of the total troops, are unlikely to join democracy forces
in the Spring Revolution for now.

So, only around 31 percent of EAOs are actively fighting the regime in the ongoing Spring Revolution.
What the regime wants is to observe separate ceasefires with EAOs and crush democracy forces from
central Myanmar.

On the other hand, only 7 percent of EAOs have joined hands with the regime. So, the remaining 62
percent of EAOs, or the two other groups, play important roles.

Both groups lack political trust in the regime. There is a need to persuade those two groups to join the
Spring Revolution. For that to happen, there is a need to recognize ethnic identity, and equality, self-
determination and self-administration while strongly opposing the unitary system controlled by the
central government.

If the 62 percent of EAOs can be persuaded to join the Spring Revolution, the revolution will be
50 percent won.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/analysis/around-31-of-ethnic-fighters-in-myanmar-
actively-supporting-resistance.html

SAC peace talks team, UWSP, NDAA and SSPP delegations sign agreements after third
meeting

PUBLISHED 8 JANUARY 2023

The third-day meeting of the State Pace Talks Team and delegations of the United Wa State
party (UWSP), the National Democratic Alliance Army (NDAA) and the Shan State Progress Party
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(SSPP) took place at the National Solidarity and Peacemaking Centre in Nay Pyi Taw On January
7 afternoon, state-run newspapers reported.

The meeting was attended by State Administration Council
member Union Minister at the Government Office National
Solidarity and Peacemaking Negotiation Committee-NSPNC
Chairman State Peace Talks Team Leader Lt-Gen Yar Pyae
and team members SAC Member Lt-Gen Moe Myint Tun,
NSPNC Secretary Lt-Gen Min Naung, and NSPNC members
Lt-Gen Min Naing, Lt-Gen Win Bo Shein and Lt-Gen Aye Win,
and UWSP Vice-Chairman U Lau Yaku, NDAA Vice-Chairman U San Pae and SSPP Vice-Chairman-
2 Sao Khun Seng.

Based on three-day negotiations, the two sides discussed their views again, and the final
agreements were signed and exchanged. After that, on behalf of the ethnic armed groups, U
Lau Yaku, the Vice-Chairman of the Wa people’s Unity Party UWSP and Lt-Gen Yar Pyae, the
leader of the Peace Talks Team, gave closing remarks and then exchanged gifts.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/sac-peace-talks-team-uwsp-ndaa-and-sspp-delegations-
sign-agreements-after-third-meeting

Myanmar junta meets with ethnic rebels to garner support for 2023 elections
The three groups had met with a mediator from China to discuss reducing border conflict.

By RFA Burmese | 2023.01.09

%
TN

= i The Myanmar junta government holds talks with the
ym. . delegations of the United Wa State Party, National

. ="9%  Democratic Alliance Army, and Shan State Progress Party
\ E’i on Friday, Jan. 6, 2023, in Naypyidaw. Global New Light of

LETN Myanmar

A

Myanmar’s junta met with three armed ethnic organizations over the weekend as part of a
wider campaign to enlist support for an upcoming general election dismissed by democracy
watchdogs as a military ploy to maintain power.

Leaders from the United Wa State Party, National Democratic Alliance Army, and Shan State
Progressive Party — three rebel groups that have largely remained neutral in the country’s
post-coup fray — met with officials from the military regime for three days of talks ending
Saturday in the capital Naypyidaw.

Page 24 of 80


https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/sac-peace-talks-team-uwsp-ndaa-and-sspp-delegations-sign-agreements-after-third-meeting
https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/sac-peace-talks-team-uwsp-ndaa-and-sspp-delegations-sign-agreements-after-third-meeting

The three groups based in Shan state, near northeastern Myanmar’s border with China,
discussed their “political needs” and “building a Union based on democracy and the federal
system” with the junta, according to a report by the official Global New Light of Myanmar.

Agence France-Presse quoted a spokesperson for the SSPP as saying that the military “asked
us to let them hold free and fair elections in our area” and that the group “will not oppose”
junta-led polls there this year.

Democracy activists and Western governments have dismissed the likelihood of the junta’s
election — for which no date has been set — being free or fair. The military seized power from
Myanmar’s democratically elected National League for Democracy government in a February
2021 coup and accused it of election fraud, although it has yet to present evidence of its
claims. Political analysts say the junta intends to use a ballot to install a pro-military
government.

While the junta has touted the weekend talks as a win, the three ethnic armies have been
mostly aligned with the military and a peace process championed by the previous junta in
2011. While the trio have been involved in Myanmar’s decades-long conflict, they are not
currently at war with the military and have even participated in peace negotiations and
signed ceasefires with the government. Last month, the junta also met with five other
smaller ethnic armies, who later issued a statement expressing support for the planned
elections.

Other groups have condemned the ouster of the NLD and offered assistance and safe haven
to anti-junta armed forces, including the People’s Defense Force paramilitary group.

Wanting a seat at the table

Last year, Myanmar’s four most powerful armed ethnic groups — the Kachin Independence
Organisation, the Karen National Union, the Karenni National Progressive Party and the Chin
National Front — rejected an olive branch from the junta, saying there can be no peace talks
until the military regime allows the country’s shadow government and the PDF to take a seat
at the table. They said that by not offering all stakeholders the chance to participate, the
junta showed it is unwilling to meet halfway.

The junta has rejected requests from ethnic leaders and the international community to let
the NUG and PDF participate in the talks. Military chief Senior General Min Aung Hlaing has
repeatedly said that the junta will not talk with “terrorists,” and vowed to continue to crack
down on the groups.

In addition to the four strongest armies, the other ethnic rebel groups to reject the invitation
were the All Burma Students Democratic Front and the Lahu Democratic Union — two of the
10 groups that have signed a Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement with the government since
2015.
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The United Wa State Party, the Shan State Progressive Party, and the National Democratic
Alliance Army have agreed to join peace negotiations. So have the Arakan State Liberation
Party, the Shan State Rehabilitation Council, the Karen National Peace Council, the
Democratic Karen Army, the New Mon State Party and the Pa-O National Liberation
Organization — all of which are members of the Peace Process Steering Team of Nationwide
Ceasefire Agreement signatories.

The 10 groups that signed the NCA have suggested that the deal remains in place, despite an
already flailing peace process that was all but destroyed by the coup. Previously, all 10 said
they would not pursue talks with the military, which they view as having stolen power from
the country’s democratically elected government.

~ @ Myanmar junta chief Min Aung Hlaing meets with the new
) Chinese Special Envoy Deng Xijun in Naypyidaw on Dec. 29, 2022.
ﬂ Credit: Myanmar military

[ ,I = Chinese mediation

The meeting between the United Wa State Party, National Democratic Alliance Army, and
Shan State Progressive Party and the junta over the weekend came a week after China’s new
special envoy to Myanmar, Deng Xijun, met with Min Aung Hlaing.

The two discussed matters including Myanmar's development, the status of peace talks with
ethnic armed groups, China’s investment in the development of Myanmar, cooperation and
increasing relations between the two countries, according to an official announcement
following their Dec. 29 meeting.

Deng had met with the three ethnic armies across the border in China’s Yunnan province
prior to his trip to Naypyidaw.

Thein Tun Oo, the executive director of Thayninga Institute for Strategic Studies, which is
made up of former military officers, told RFA Burmese that China's mediation is key to
achieving peace with the ethnic groups.

“China's mediation and political support is necessary to some extent in solving the issues of
the ethnic armed forces, especially those who operate in the border areas between China
and Myanmar,” he said. “Negotiation between China and Myanmar and China and these
[groups] is essential.”

SSPP spokesperson Lieutenant Col. Sai Su told RFA amid the weekend talks that the group’s
visit to Naypyidaw was “unrelated” to the Chinese special envoy, although he acknowledged
that Deng “requested us to help stop the fighting that is happening across the country”
when he met with them in Yunnan. Sai Su said the ethnic armies said that they alone could
not end the violence and that the junta “must play a part.”
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Reviewing cross-border relations

China and Russia have maintained ties with the military regime in the aftermath of the coup
while other nations have sanctioned the junta or reduced diplomatic ties in response to its
subsequent crackdown on dissent.

But political analyst Than Soe Naing suggested that China sent its special envoy to Myanmar
to better understand the latter’s affairs and whether it needs to change its policy amid rising
international pressure on the junta.

“The ‘Spring Revolution’ led by NUG is gaining momentum. On the other hand, the international
pressure has increased quite a lot on the junta,” he said. “l assume that China sent the new envoy to
learn if it needs to change its policy towards Myanmar in such a situation.”

On Dec. 21, the United Nations Security Council adopted a resolution that urges Myanmar’s
military to stop the violence in Myanmar as soon as possible and to release all political
prisoners, including deposed leader Aung San Suu Kyi. The U.S. National Defense
Authorization Act (NDAA) - 2023, which will support Myanmar's democratic forces, was
signed into law by President Joe Biden on Dec. 23.

Other analysts noted that with hundreds of clashes having taken place along the China-
Myanmar economic corridor since the coup, China appears concerned that continued
instability could affect its investments in the country.

“China seems to understand that ... it is no longer possible for the Myanmar military regime
to handle political situations in the same way as before,” said political analyst Sai Kyi Zin Soe.

“As a neighboring country, the stability of Myanmar's affairs may seriously impact its
[investments]. Additionally, they seem to be aware that the changes in Myanmar's relations
with western countries may affect China's interests more or less.”

According to ISP-Myanmar, the value of foreign investment in Myanmar totaled more than
U.S. $4 billion from February 2021 to April 2022, more than two-thirds of which was Chinese.

Translated by Myo Min Aung. Edited by Joshua Lipes and Malcolm Foster.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/meeting-01092023181428.html|

Pro-Junta Militias Forcing Myanmar Voters to Attend Election Propaganda Sessions
By THE IRRAWADDY | 9 January 2023

Pro-regime militias are forcing voters in Sagaing and Mandalay regions to attend election
campaign meetings where junta administrators are canvassing for the military’s proxy Union
Solidarity and Development Party (USDP), local sources say.
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Pyu Saw Htee militias have reportedly been forcing households in Shwebo and Kantbalu
districts, Sagaing, and Mandalay’s Myingyan district to attend meetings on the so-called
election that the junta plans to hold in August. One person per household is required to attend
the meetings, where junta officials are canvassing for the USDP.

Such meetings took place in villages in four Myingyan townships last month. According to the
district anti-coup committee, residents in Myingyan’s No. 18 Ward were told in the last week of
December they would be supplied with rice and oil if they voted in the election.

A resident who attended the meeting in Taungtha said regime officials used racial and religious
hate speech to get their message across.

“They mainly talked about the current situation of the military, that power would be
transferred after the election, and that People’s Defense Forces are committing terrorist acts
while it is the Tatmadaw [Myanmar military] that has always saved the country from trouble.”

They also said that people needed to take part in the election, the resident added.

Also urging voters to support pro-military parties is influential monk U Wasawa from the
ultranationalist Association for Protection of Race and Religion, better known as Ma Ba Tha. U
Wasawa has been forming Pyu Saw Htee militias in Sagaing since November 2021, with
recruitment focused in Kantbalu Township where many male villagers have been conscripted.

One Kantbalu resident said: “The monk has been talking recently about how Buddhism had
declined under the National League for Democracy government, and asking villagers to vote for
parties that can protect Buddhism and the Bamar race in the upcoming election. He also called
for the killing of PDF members and worship of the military. The worst part is that [he] threatens
to torch villages if residents refuse to attend his meetings.”

The regime-backed Pyu Saw Htee militias are recruiting ex-military personnel, USDP members
and junta supporters to help the military in its campaign against resistance forces across the
country. Armed Pyu Saw Htee members carry out killings, atrocities, and arson attacks along
with junta forces in resistance strongholds.

Pyu Saw Htee militias led by U Wasawa coerced residents of Karboe Village in Kantbalu District
into attending a meeting at the village school on December 25. Some 700 residents from 900
households joined the meeting after militias warned they would be fined if they failed to
attend. Officials at the meeting portrayed PDFs as terrorists while also soliciting votes, said one
resident, adding that Pyu Saw Htee militias are growing stronger in Kantbalu and subjecting
civilians to daily human rights abuses.

In Myingyan district, a group led by former Air Force colonel Nyan Tun Aung of the USDP has
ordered households in villages and wards to attend meetings and bring their household
registration certificates, warning that the houses of those who refuse will be torched.
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Nyan Tun Aung is a senior member of the USDP who was defeated in the 2020 general election
in Mandalay Region.

USDP chairman Khin Yi also led campaigning in Sagaing Region in December.

A PDF fighter in Kantbalu Township said: “Military tensions remain high in the township, so it is
likely that the voting will take place in Kantbalu town and [other] Pyu Saw Htee strongholds.
Their election is unlawful and we will oppose the sham poll.”

Groups of junta-appointed administrators and teachers who didn’t join the Civil Disobedience
Movement have been ringing doorbells in urban wards of Mandalay since late December to
count voters. They also routinely summon voters to the meetings, an activist from Natoegyi
Township said.

“Uneducated people will be swayed. But many people are aware of the objective conditions of
the country, so what they are doing now will not succeed,” the activist said.

The military seized power from the democratically elected National League for Democracy
(NLD) government after the NLD won the 2020 general election by a landslide. In his Jan. 4
Independence Day address, junta chief Min Aung Hlaing said power would be transferred to the
party that wins the vote.

The parallel National Unity Government, the NLD, and other revolutionary forces have called
the election a sham aimed at cementing military rule, an assessment echoed by democratic
countries across the world.

The regime plans to replace the current first-past-the-post system with proportional
representation at the election. With the military constitutionally guaranteed 25 percent of seats
in Parliament, the USDP and other pro-military parties only need 26 percent of total votes to
form the government and claim legitimacy.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/pro-junta-militias-forcing-myanmar-voters-to-
attend-election-propaganda-sessions.html

With Eye on Poll, Myanmar Military-Allied USDP Meets Charities, Social Groups
By THE IRRAWADDY | 9 January 2023

The Myanmar military regime-backed Union Solidarity and Development Party (USDP) has met
with some pro-junta social organizations and charities in Yangon ahead of a so-called election
the junta plans to hold in August.

Since he was installed as the chair of the military-backed party in October last year, Khin Yi, a
former brigadier general and a henchman of successive juntas, has been doing his job, making
moves to solidify the USDP’s position ahead of the planned poll.
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Khin Yi met 235 representatives of 29 Yangon-based organizations on Saturday at the USDP
office in Yangon. According to his Facebook, among the organizations present at the three-hour
meeting were social organizations and charities as well as teachers from so-called “Sunday
Schools” where children are taught about the basics of Buddhism, and supposed philanthropists
from the film industry.

The USDP meeting with pro-junta social organizations and charities is in progress.

Details about the names and nature of the attending organizations are unknown. Sunday
Schools however are known to have ties with the Association for the Protection of Race and
Religion, a nationalist group better known by its Burmese acronym Ma Ba Tha. Meanwhile, a
handful of pro-military artists have been cast in the junta’s propaganda films.

The meeting, reportedly held under the aegis of the Yangon-based Three Season Foundation,
was the first between Khin Yi and such organizations since he became the USDP chief.

According to his Facebook page, Khin Yi reportedly elaborated on the party’s “nationalist”
policies, repeated the military’s narrative on post-coup conflicts, and explained how attendees
should cooperate for the sake of the Bamar race and Buddhism.

He also offered to help solve the difficulties facing the organizations, in a visible attempt to
solicit votes from them.

The meeting took place just two days after he held an informal meeting with 37 pro-military
parties in Naypyitaw. Also present at that meeting was former Lieutenant General Myo Thein
Zaw, who retired from the Myanmar military in October last year and became Khin Yi’s deputy;
and former electricity minister in Thein Sein’s quasi-civilian government Khin Maung Soe. As the
head of the Yangon USDP chapter, Khin Maung Soe helped organize pro-military rallies
targeting the then Union Election Commission before and after the 2021 coup.

Khin Yi and Khin Maung Soe also visited former Ma Ba Tha chairman U Tilawka Bhivamsa on
Dec. 26 and sought his advice. Khin Yi is not alone in helping Min Aung Hlaing claim legitimacy
on the international stage. His former colleagues and ministers of previous regimes are also

backing him.

With 25 percent of seats constitutionally reserved for the Myanmar military in the national
legislature, Khin Yi simply needs to make sure the USDP and allied parties get 26 percent of the
vote to put Min Aung Hlaing on the presidential throne. With the regime switching to a
proportional representation electoral system in the coming poll, it appears that Min Aung
Hlaing’s presidential ambitions are on the way to becoming a reality.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/with-eye-on-poll-myanmar-military-allied-usdp-
meets-charities-social-groups.html
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Myanmar junta, military proxy party gear up for 2023 election

Myanmar Now provides an overview of underreported developments in the country over the
past week, January 2 -9

Myanmar Now | Published on Jan 9, 2023

Junta chief Min Aung Hlaing oversees a military parade held
to mark the country's Independence Day on January 4
(STR/AFP via Getty Images)

Business

TrueMoney Myanmar, owned by Thailand-based financial

\ , technology company True Corporation, has ended its eight-
year partnershlp with Asia Green Development Bank. The bank, part of the Htoo Group, is
owned by Tay Za, a target of Western sanctions. In a statement, TrueMoney

Myanmar announced that as of December 16, its new partner would be Myanma Apex Bank,
whose owner, prominent local businessman Chit Khine, is currently in regime custody.

TrueMoney has some 23,000 agents nationwide, and provides a range of financial services,
including phone top up, bill payment, money transfer, and domestic remittance services.

Myanmar Apex Bank’s chief executive officer, Kyaw Ni
Khin, left, is seen with Kyi Thar Romanet, the managing
director of TrueMoney Myanmar (True Money Myanmar)

Junta affairs

Khin Yi, the chair of the military’s proxy Union Solidarity
and Development Party (USDP), met with the heads and
representatives of 37 other political parties at the party’s headquarters in Naypyitaw on
January 5, a day after their attendance at a junta-organised Independence Day event. He
described the meeting on social media as an “informal” gathering to introduce the USDP’s new
leadership to other parties. He also wrote that they all “agreed on a solution to help the nation
with collective strength” during the two-hour long meeting.

truemoney

Political party representatives attend a meeting hosted by
the USDP at its Naypyitaw headquarters on January 5
(USDP/ Facebook)

Two days later, he met with over 200 representatives of
29 social-welfare and religious organisations at the

party’s branch office in Yangon. He said on social media
that he had a chance to explain the party’s nationalism-
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based policies and discuss issues of race and religion as well as current affairs during the three-
hour meeting.

Khin Yi, a retired military and police general and former immigration minister, was known for
organising pro-military rallies under the administration of ex-general Thein Sein, prior to the
2015 election of the now-ousted National League for Democracy (NLD) government. A loyalist
of coup leader Min Aung Hlaing, he was handpicked last year to take over as USDP chair during
a leadership shake-up. Since then, the party has been gearing up for military-organised
elections, expected to be held this year. Opposition groups and international observers have
widely dismissed the planned polls as a ploy to strengthen the military’s grip on power.

USDP chair Khin Yi is seen at the party headquarters in
Naypyitaw on January 5 during a meeting with
representatives of 37 other political parties (USDP/
Facebook)

On January 6, Min Aung Hlaing also signalled that the
regime was preparing to move forward with its election
plans by calling for the compilation of “correct data” on
voters lists. Local administration offices under the control
of the junta—which seized power two years ago after accusing the NLD of rigging the 2020
election—have ordered members of the public to report household registration data and other
personal information to the authorities to ensure that they are eligible to vote.

Meanwhile, the regime’s State Peace Talk Team, led by Lt-Gen Yar Pyae, met with
representatives of ethnic armed groups, including the United Wa State Party, the National
Democratic Alliance Army, and the Shan State Progress Party, in Naypyitaw on January 6 and 7
to discuss plans to hold elections in their respective areas.

%k %k %k

Australian economist Sean Turnell, who spent more than 21 months behind bars in Myanmar
before being freed as part of an amnesty in November, has violated the terms of his release,
according to a junta statement that has been circulating widely on social media since last week.
Dated December 6, the statement claims that Turnell, who was detained on charges of violating
the Official Secrets Act while acting as an economic advisor to the ousted NLD government,
made “false claims” about the regime to media outlets and on social media following his return
to Australia. His pardon has therefore been withdrawn and he will now have to serve the
remainder of his sentence if he returns to Myanmar, the statement said. Myanmar Now has
been unable to verify the authenticity of the statement and could not reach the military’s
spokesperson for comment on the announcement.
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Resistance

On January 4, Myanmar’s Independence Day, Duwa Lashi La, the acting president of the
country’s publicly mandated National Unity Government, said that Myanmar people will fight
for their “second independence” and build a new nation with the unity that they have achieved.
He also criticised the military, saying that it was no longer the institution that it was when it
played a vital role in helping the country win its independence in 1948. Decades of corruption
and the brainwashing of soldiers by power-hungry leaders have systematically ruined it, he
said.

“[Military leaders] cultivated the habit of bullying the people with arms and this is why there
have been military coups in our country’s history and the people have to suffer longer under
the military rule,” he said in a statement.

https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-junta-military-proxy-party-gear-up-for-2023-
election

Myanmar court sentences 116 Rohingya refugees for violating immigration laws

Fleeing refugee camps in Bangladesh and Rakhine state, they were headed to Malaysia.

By RFA Burmese | 2023.01.09

Rohingya women who were found near Myanmar’s
Gadongalay Island in Ayeyawaddy’s Bogale township
were detained and later arrested by local authorities,
Dec. 20, 2022. RFA

A court under the jurisdiction of Myanmar’s military

; . , : . junta has sentenced 116 Rohingya refugees to between
two and five years in prison for traveling without documents after they left camps in
Bangladesh and Rakhine state to try to get to Malaysia, sources in Myanmar told Radio Free
Asia.

The 57 men, 47 women and 12 children were arrested Dec. 20 from two motorboats near an
island off Bogale township in the Ayeyarwady near Myanmar’s southern coast. According to
a previous RFA report, at the time of their arrest they were waiting for other boats to take
them to shore in Bogale, and they planned to set sail from there to Malaysia.

“The court has given out the prison sentences in two batches,” a lawyer who has been
helping the detainees told RFA’s Burmese Service on condition of anonymity for security
reasons.
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Those who left the refugee camps in Bangladesh got five years while those who left from
Rakhine state received two years. He was not sure how many of the detainees came from
Bangladesh.

Residents in Bogale told RFA that the authorities plan to send the 12 children to Hnget Aw
San Youth Rehabilitation Center and Twante Youth Correctional Center in the Yangon Region
while all the adult Rohingya are to be sent to Ayeyarwady’s Pyapon prison.

Thirty-nine Rohingya men, women and children were
detained at the Ledi Kwan security gate in Hinthada,
Ayeyarwady region, Myanmar, on Jan. 2, 2023. Credit:
Citizen journalist

Some of the detainees are ill and need medical
treatment, a volunteer who is helping them told RFA
on condition of anonymity to speak freely.

“Some have fevers. Some are infected with skin diseases. They are also in need of clothes,”
the volunteer said.

According to the volunteer, another 100 Rohingya who were arrested in the region’s Pyapon,
Kyaitlatt and Daedaye Townships are still awaiting trials.

Once they serve their terms, authorities will return them to their place of origin, volunteers
said.

A total of 237 Rohingya, 129 males and 108 females, serving prison terms in Insein Prison in
Yangon Region were released under the military council’s amnesty on January 4, 2023.

A volunteer who is helping Rohingya in the Rakhine state city of Sittwe said family members
of convicted Rohingya have difficulties visiting them in prison because they don’t have any
documents to prove their citizenship and there are restrictions on their movement.

“When the Rohingya who fled Rakhine State get sent to prison, their family members totally
lose contact with them,” the Sittwe volunteer said.

“Although they are in Rakhine State, they are technically not citizens yet. So they cannot
travel in the country,” he said, adding that a select few are wealthy enough to bribe the right
officials to visit their family members. “But 99 out of 100 detained Rohingya are very poor
and cannot afford that.”

RFA records show that between December 2021 and Jan. 6, 2023, a total of 1,816 Rohingya
who fled refugee camps in Rakhine State and Bangladesh have been arrested in Myanmar
and 387 of them got prison sentences of two to five years.
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Advocates for the refugees say that they should be returned to their places of origin instead
of being charged as criminals.

More than 740,000 Rohingya fled Rakhine state following a military crackdown on the ethnic
minority Muslim group that started five years ago and live in refugee camps in Bangladesh.
Of the more than 600,000 that remained around 125,000 are living in camps in Rakhine.

Translated by Ye Kaung Myint Maung. Written in English by Eugene Whong.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/rohingya-01092023220235.html
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