PEACE Info (December 15, 2022)

Thousands flee as Myanmar military secures Letpadaung area for Chinese workers

Myanmar junta troops murder five in Sagaing’s Ayadaw Township

Grisly discovery: Six civilians brutally slaughtered in Myanmar’s Mandalay region

Nearly 30 Myanmar Regime Forces Killed in Three Days of Resistance Attacks

Myanmar Junta Cannot Last Long: Kachin Leader

Rakhine Villagers Return Home After Myanmar Junta Lifts Blockade

Myanmar military proxy party gears up for electoral campaign in Rakhine State
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Regime Bombs Its Own Troops During Namhsam Offensive

Notorious Crony Organizing Myanmar Junta Propaganda Campaigns

Myanmar Regime Still Parachuting Army Officers Into Senior Govt Roles

NUG representative to UN accepted, Myanmar junta nominee rejected

‘The people of Myanmar deserve so much more from the US, the EU and other democratic countries’
Unable to return home, Rohingya risk their lives to leave refugee camps

EU Vows Investment in Push to Boost SE Asia Ties

Over 509 mIn USD worth of drugs seized in Myanmar in 2022
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Thousands flee as Myanmar military secures Letpadaung area for Chinese workers

Chinese employees of the controversial copper mine are reportedly planning to leave for the
upcoming holidays

Khin Yi Yi Zaw | Published on Dec 15, 2022

Residents of Sagaing Region’s Salingyi and Yinmabin townships flee
raids by junta forces on the morning of December 14 (Supplied)

A military operation to secure the area around the Letpadaung
copper mine in Sagaing Region’s Salingyi Township has forced
nearly 10,000 people to flee their homes in recent days, according

to local sources.

Locals reported that junta troops began stationing themselves at monasteries in the villages of
Gondaw and Done Taw, both located between the mine site and the Myauk Yamar Creek to the
north, on Tuesday.

This was followed in the early hours of Wednesday morning with raids on villages north of the
creek, including Bein Nwe Chaung, Kyay Sar Kya and Mya Shwe Si in Yinmabin Township,
residents told Myanmar Now.

“They were on the move at around 2:30am. People living in the area between the village of Lay
Htan Khone and the vicinity of the mine have fled for their safety,” said a local man who spoke
on condition of anonymity.

Residents of some 13 affected villages could be seen fleeing their homes in cars and on
motorcycles and oxcarts before dawn on Wednesday, other sources reported.

A column of around 150 junta troops, including some stationed at the mine and others sent
from Monywa, where the headquarters of the military’s Northwestern Regional Command is
located, took part in the raids, the sources said.

According to a former employee of the mine who has joined the Civil Disobedience Movement
(CDM) against military rule, security has been tightened outside of the mine site to protect
Chinese workers as they prepare to leave for the coming New Year’s holidays.

“They are providing security so they can travel from the company site to Monywa in express
buses,” he said.

Military convoys and trucks carrying copper from the mine along the 30km stretch of road from
Letpadaung to Monywa—which are located on opposite sides of the Chindwin River—have
been frequent targets of attack by anti-regime forces.

Residents say that barriers have now been set up on both sides of the road to prevent
resistance groups from planting landmines.
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A villager is seen near the Letpadaung copper mine in December
2014 (EPA)

Despite security concerns since last year’s coup, the mine, which
is run by a subsidiary of China’s Wanbao Mining and the Union of
Myanmar Economic Holdings, Ltd, a military-owned
conglomerate, continues to operate, according to the CDM worker.

“It’s not fully operational, but they can’t shut it down completely, because the machines will
break down if they don’t keep using them,” he said.

It is unclear how many Chinese nationals are currently working at the mine, but prior to the
military takeover in February 2021, there were at least 300, according to the CDM source.

In April, a coalition of resistance groups active in the area issued a statement demanding the
closure of the mine and calling on workers to join the CDM.

As tensions grew, the military launched clearance operations that saw the murder of at least
five local civilians.

In July of last year, the US State Department imposed sanctions on Myanmar Wanbao Copper
Mining, Ltd and other companies involved in the mining project for providing “revenue and/or
other support to the Burmese military.”

https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/thousands-flee-as-myanmar-military-secures-letpadaung-
area-for-chinese-workers

Myanmar junta troops murder five in Sagaing’s Ayadaw Township

All five victims—two guerrilla fighters and three civilians—were reportedly tortured before
being put to death

Khin Yi Yi Zaw | Published on Dec 15, 2022

A woman walks past the remains of a house burned by junta troops
in the village of Kyi Su in Sagaing Region’s Kanbalu Township on
December 8 (Myanmar Now)

Regime forces tortured and killed five people, including two guerrilla
fighters, in Sagaing Region’s Ayadaw Township late last week,
according to a local resistance source.

§ iVisialzgiod
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Ko Swe, a spokesperson for the township’s anti-junta People’s Administration Team, said that
all five victims were captured by a military column of around 50 soldiers last Sunday.
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The first two to die were members of a village defence force who were caught trying to plant
explosives between the villages of Kyauk Sayit Kan and Wah Yaung, said Ko Swe.

Both men, who he declined to identify, showed signs of torture before being shot dead at close
range.

“We recovered their bodies after they were left behind by the soldiers. It seems that they were
tortured before being killed. Their bodies were slashed with knives and then they were shot in
the head,” he told Myanmar Now.

After reaching Wah Yaung, the soldiers torched several huts and abducted three more men,
who they took as hostages before leaving for Kyauk Pyauk, a village known as a stronghold of
the military-backed Pyu Saw Htee militia, according to Ko Swe.

Their bodies were found near the village two days later, he said.

“They had knife cuts all over them. Kyauk Pyauk is one of the villages that are happy to greet
and feed the junta soldiers whenever they come, and the bodies were found near there.”

He identified the victims as Thingyan Maung Maung, 19, Moe Aung, 30, and Min Min Aung, 33.

After leaving Kyauk Pyauk, the junta column returned to the town of Ayadaw, some 4.5km to
the north, he added.

Many residents of the area fled their homes ahead of the column’s advance and had still not
returned as of the time of reporting.

Ayadaw Township is strongly contested by resistance forces and those loyal to the military. As
in many other parts of the country, regime soldiers and their allies have been accused of
carrying out arson attacks against communities suspected of supporting the resistance.

Citing data collected by his administration team, Ko Swe said that more than 1,200 houses from
a total of 27 villages in the township have been destroyed by the junta’s arson campaigns.

https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-junta-troops-murder-five-in-sagaings-ayadaw-
township

Grisly discovery: Six civilians brutally slaughtered in Myanmar’s Mandalay region

The dead men had worked at a local motorbike repair shop and had no political affiliations,
residents say.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.12.15

Residents in central Myanmar made a grisly discovery on Wednesday when they stumbled
upon the corpses of six civilians who worked at a local motorbike repair shop.
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The body of one of the six men taken from Myingyan,
Mandalay region, by Myanmar junta forces lies near a
highway intersection, Dec. 14, 2022. The victims’ hands
were tied behind their backs and they appear to have been
tortured. The photo was converted from color to black and
white. Citizen journalist

Their bodies bore signs of torture and their hands had been
tied behind their backs, apparently executed by junta troops.

“It appeared as if [the soldiers] struck their necks with a sword. We found that their throats
were cut,” said a resident of Ywar Thit village in the Mandalay region who was among those
that found the bodies. He spoke to Radio Free Asia on condition of anonymity, citing fear of
reprisal by the military.

Photos provided to RFA of the bodies appeared to confirm the source’s description. All six of
the men’s hands are bound and their throats are slit.

Three of the men have wounds to their throats that suggest they were made with a heavy
weapon, such as a machete, while a fourth has a similar wound on the top-left of his head
that has penetrated his skull. The heads of two of the men appear to have been crushed,
while the chests of two others show as many as eight stab wounds.

No political affiliation

The source said two of the bodies were found between Myingyan’s Thar Paung and Gaung
Kwe villages, another two near the intersection of Thin Pyun Road on the outskirts of
Natogyi township, and the last two just west of Natogyi’s Ywar Gyi village.

“The cuts of the bodies found west of Ywar Gyi village and those near Thar Paung village
were exactly the same,” he said. “It appeared to me that the junta soldiers made them kneel,
tied their hands behind their backs, and delivered a blow to their necks when they were
tired of torturing them.”

The victims were “innocent civilians” who were employed by a local motorbike repair shop,
said a resident of Ywar Thit village, who also declined to be named.

“IThey] were just simple villagers who weren’t involved in any political activities,” he said.
“They weren’t members of any political parties or organizations ... But the pro-military Pyu
Saw Htee militia and junta troops arrested and cruelly killed them.”

The junta has yet to release any information about the killings of the six men. Attempts by
RFA to contact the junta’s spokesman for Mandalay region, Thien Htay, went unanswered on
Thursday.
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Sources from the two townships identified the six dead as Min Thu and Kaung Kaung, both
20; Aung Than Kyaw and Zayar Phyo, both 30; and Aung Naing Win and Zaw Naing Win, both
43.

Inflicting terror

Residents said that the discovery of the bodies followed a Nov. 29 raid on Ywar Thit village in
which junta troops from the No. 88 Light Infantry Division and members of the pro-military
Pyu Saw Htee militia detained six civilians.

The families of the deceased retrieved their bodies on Wednesday from the Myingyan
township mortuary and buried them in the township’s Su Phyu Kone cemetery, residents
told RFA. Due to the graphic nature of their deaths, family members were unable to inspect
the bodies of the victims and confirm their identities, they said.

A political activist in Myingyan township, who gave his surname as Soe, told RFA that the
junta hopes to gain control of the region through fear by arresting and killing innocent
civilians.

“When they lose their military bases and informers [to anti-junta forces], or suffer losses in
battles, they attack unarmed civilians as revenge, since they cannot crush the resistance,” he
said.

“Myingyan-based junta troops and the ... pro-junta militia try to cow the people by torturing and
killing innocent civilians they accuse of being supporters of the [deposed National League for
Democracy] NLD party and [anti-junta] People’s Defense Forces [paramilitaries],” he said.

“In fact, as they cannot crush the armed resistance, they are abducting and killing innocent
and unarmed civilians who become caught in the middle.”

According to Thailand’s Assistance Association for Political Prisoners (Burma), junta troops
have killed at least 2,604 civilians and arrested more than 16,500 others in the 22 months
since the Feb. 1, 2021 military coup, mostly during peaceful anti-junta demonstrations.

Translated by Myo Min Aung. Written in English by Josh Lipes. Edited by Malcolm Foster.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/slaughter-12152022160547.html

Nearly 30 Myanmar Regime Forces Killed in Three Days of Resistance Attacks
By THE IRRAWADDY | 15 December 2022

At least 26 Myanmar junta forces were killed in the last three days as People’s Defense Force
(PDF) groups and an ethnic Karen rebel group continued to attack regime targets across the
country.
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Incidents were reported in Sagaing, Magwe and Mandalay regions and Karen and Mon states.

The Irrawaddy has collected the following reports of significant attacks from PDFs and the
ethnic armed organization.

Some military casualties could not be independently verified.
Eleven regime forces killed in Sagaing

Local PDF group NZN Revolution Force claimed it and another PDF group killed at least 11 junta
soldiers during a firefight in Myaung Township, Sagaing Region on Monday.

First, the PDF groups clashed with regime forces between Kyauk Phoo Kone and Hlay Tin Oo
villages in the township.

The resistance groups then ambushed the retreating soldiers with land mines. In the attack,
four regime troops were killed on the spot. Seven other soldiers with serious injuries died later
while being treated at a hospital, the PDF group claimed.

Regime forces burning villages ambushed in Sagaing

Members of the Ye-U Freedom Comrades-YFC resistance group
/ YFC

Many regime forces are believed to have been killed in Ye U
Township, Sagaing Region on Wednesday when two PDF groups
attacked a military detachment near an irrigation canal, claimed
Ye U Freedom Comrades-YFC, which was involved in the operation.

During the attack, military weapons and ammunition were seized. The regime forces targeted in
the attack burned down 20 villages in Ye U and neighboring Depayin Township from Dec. 1.

Four junta soldiers killed in PDF drone strike in Sagaing

Black Eagle Defense Force-Myinmu claimed to have killed four junta soldiers and injured three
when it used a drone to drop a bomb on regime forces in a village in Myinmu Township,
Sagaing Region on Wednesday.

After the strike, regime forces followed the drone and attacked the PDF forces, but there were
no resistance casualties.

A video shot by the PDF group shows a drone dropping a bomb on regime targets.
Junta troops torching villages ambushed in Sagaing

At least four regime troops were killed in Taze Township, Sagaing Region on Wednesday when
combined local PDF groups ambushed a military detachment of 200 troops and pro-regime Pyu
Saw Htee militia members near a bridge, according to local media outlet Taze News.

Page 7 of 57



A house burns after a junta arson attack on a village in
Taze Township on Tuesday. / CJ

The regime forces were ambushed while heading to Aung
Swar Village after burning 160 houses in two nearby
villages on Tuesday.

The military detachment raided and burned villages
located in the border area linking three Sagaing townships—Kanbalu, Kyunhla and Taze—in
recent days.

Regime forces attacked in Sagaing

Resistance group Northern Brotherhood Alliance Revolution Squad launched three 40-mm
grenades at regime forces stationed at Naung Gyi Ai Village in Ayadaw Township, Sagaing
Region on Wednesday, the PDF group said.

Military casualties were unknown.

The regime forces have been looting houses in the village daily and selling the stolen property
for profit.

After the PDF attack, regime forces randomly opened fire.
Military detachment ambushed in Magwe

“Feia Aresistance fighter from the Yaw Defense Force-Tilin group /
YDF-Tilin

A soldier was killed and at least 10 others injured in Tilin
Township, Magwe Region on Wednesday when Yaw Revolution
Army-Tilin ambushed a military detachment heading to Nyaung
Haung Village, the PDF group said.

First, a soldier was killed when a PDF scout attacked the
detachment. Later, the PDF group used seven explosives to target regime forces. After suffering
casualties, the regime forces retreated from the area without raiding their targeted village.

Junta camp raided in Karen
Saw Yan Naing

Two military tents were destroyed by the Karen National
Liberation Army (KNLA) during their raid on a military camp in
Luthaw Township, Hpapun District, Karen State on Monday,
said KNU-Mutraw News, the media wing of Brigade 5 of the
Karen National Union (KNU).
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On that morning, a soldier was killed and another injured when a clash broke out between KNLA troops
and regime forces near a mountain in Dweloe Township in the district, the media outlet said.

Junta cargo train bombed in Mon

A junta cargo train that was hit by a mine planted by the KNLA in
Thaton Township on Tuesday. / CJ

A cargo train reportedly transporting military weapons and
ammunition to Karen State was hit by a mine planted by the
Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA) in Thaton Township, Mon State on Tuesday evening,
according to local media outlet Salween Press.

In the attack, 20 regime forces were reportedly killed, the media outlet said. The Irrawaddy was
unable to independently confirm the figures.

A KNLA official told the media the group attacked the cargo train after being tipped off that it
was transporting weapons and ammunition to regime forces fighting the KNLA in the area
controlled by KNU Brigade 6 in Karen State.

After the train crashed, junta personnel removed the ammunition from the train and took it
away in vehicles, a KNU official said.

Regime forces attempting to arrest PDF members ambushed in Mandalay

Five regime forces were killed and two PDF detainees were rescued in Madaya Township,
Mandalay Region on Tuesday when two PDF groups ambushed junta soldiers who were dressed
in civilian clothes and riding motorbikes near an irrigation canal, said Natsoe Underground
Resistance Force, which conducted the ambush.

The regime forces with four PDF hostages were ambushed while attempting to arrest more
resistance members.

The four PDF members were arrested by the regime forces on Monday.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/nearly-30-myanmar-regime-forces-
killed-in-three-days-of-resistance-attacks.html

Myanmar Junta Cannot Last Long: Kachin Leader
By THE IRRAWADDY | 15 December 2022

A leader of the Kachin Independence Organization (KIO), the political wing of the powerful
Kachin Independence Army (KIA) which is fighting the regime, says Myanmar’s junta is unlikely
to survive as it is crippled by low morale and declining power.
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General Gun Maw, vice-chairman of the KIO told Radio Free Asia: “There is no possibility for a
further increase in [junta] strength and its existing forces are also already crippled ...There is
almost no hope for them to last long.”

He said he was confident the revolution would succeed and praised the bravery, decisiveness,
creativity and clear vision of young resistance fighters who took up arms following the 2021
coup. The KIA general also called for unity among all revolutionaries.

In the interview, which was published on Thursday, the general said there has been full mutual
trust, understanding and cooperation between the KIO and the civilian National Unity
Government (NUG), its parliamentary committee (CRPH) and its allied military groups.

General Gun Maw told the broadcaster: “l would say not only the KIO but we, all Kachin
nationals, are cooperating with the NUG and CRPH. We consult on everything and continuously
cooperate on how to end the military dictatorship.”

He admitted for the first time publicly that the KIA had trained more than 4,000 resistance
fighters and was now providing increasingly advanced training.

The leader said the A’Nang Pa airstrike on a KIO anniversary concert hit at the heart of the
Kachin people like a hot iron, killing more than 75 people and injuring more than 60.

He said before the attack some Kachin people thought the regime had goodwill for negotiations
and were wondering if it would be lenient but now the community was determined to fight
until victory was achieved.

Gen Gun Maw added that preparations are being made for counteroffensives.

The veteran revolutionary fighter said the struggle was at the end game for the dictatorship
across the country.

“We are on the right track so we need to move forward together with a strong determination
and succeed. | encourage everyone to continue,” the general told RFA.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-cannot-last-long-kachin-leader.html

Rakhine Villagers Return Home After Myanmar Junta Lifts Blockade
By THE IRRAWADDY | 15 December 2022

Internally displaced people (IDPs) taking shelter in Rakhine State’s Maungdaw in western
Myanmar are returning to their homes after the junta lifted travel restrictions following an
informal ceasefire with the Arakan Army (AA) at the end of November.

Fresh fighting between junta troops and the Rakhine ethnic armed group flared along the
Bangladeshi border in northern Maungdaw in August, forcing more than 1,000 people from

Page 10 of 57


https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/death-toll-from-myanmar-juntas-airstrike-on-concert-rises-to-75.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-cannot-last-long-kachin-leader.html

border villages to flee to Maungdaw town. Schools in northern Maungdaw were closed due to
the fighting.

“The roads have reopened and IDPs are gradually returning to their homes,” said Maungdaw
resident and former Rakhine State lawmaker U Maung Ohn, who is helping the displaced
people. “Only around 10 [IDP] households are left in Maungdaw town, and they will also return
to their homes if someone helps pay their travel costs.”

The regime blockaded all of northern Maungdaw after losing strategic hilltop outposts and
other bases to the AA despite its airstrikes.

A resident of Myawady Village in northern Maungdaw said: “Almost all our villagers have
arrived back. Roads are open now and cars can pass. There are still regular checks [by regime
troops] at Kyeekanpyin and Kyeinchaung checkpoints. And we can carry food supplies now.”

Villages across northern Maungdaw completely ran out of food during the junta’s blockade of
roads and waterways.

The regime has now airlifted troop reinforcements to hilltop outposts including Taungpyo and
Khamaungseik in Maungdaw. It is also using passenger buses to transport food supplies to its
troops deployed near villages in at least four locations in northern Maungdaw, according to
residents.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/rakhine-villagers-return-home-after-myanmar-
junta-lifts-blockade.html

Myanmar military proxy party gears up for electoral campaign in Rakhine State

Analysts speculate that the junta may be trying to ‘win’ an election by exploiting a law which
does not recognise a minimum number of voters required for legitimacy

Myo Thit | Published on Dec 15, 2022

The Union Solidarity and Development Party (USDP), a military proxy representing the junta,
has reportedly initiated activities in restive Rakhine State, a known stronghold of ethnic political
parties prior to last year’s coup.

Dr San Shwe, the state’s USDP chair, told Myanmar Now that he met with party members from
Pauktaw, Ponnagyun, Rathedaung and Sittwe townships in the Rakhine State capital on
Monday.

“We need to check how many members we have in our party and how many are still in
service,” he said, adding that he has been explaining the military’s approach to an electoral
system based on Proportional Representation (PR) ahead of a junta-controlled vote planned for
next year.

Page 11 of 57


https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/rakhine-villagers-return-home-after-myanmar-junta-lifts-blockade.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/rakhine-villagers-return-home-after-myanmar-junta-lifts-blockade.html
https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-military-proxy-party-gears-up-for-electoral-campaign-in-rakhine-state
https://myanmar-now.org/en/author/13489

Ethnic Rakhine parties—including the Arakan National Party (ANP), Arakan Front Party and the
Arakan League for Democracy—typically garnered the most public support in the state in past
elections, along with the National League for Democracy (NLD), whose national government
was ousted in the February 2021 coup. The USDP has not historically had a foothold in the
region.

pRESRN I IR USDP meeting in Sittwe on December 12 (USDP)

Prominent Rakhine politician and retired ANP parliamentarian
2912044044 Pe Than—against whom the junta has filed criminal charges—
commented to Myanmar Now that the USDP was likely
capitalising on the shrinking political competition in order to
establish a support base.

o N\
9

)

“It appears that they are once again trying to gain the public’s support after losing on many
fronts,” he said. “However, if the Rakhine parties have complete freedom to compete in the
election, it's almost impossible for [the USDP] to win.”

At the time of reporting, it was not clear if ethnic Rakhine parties would take part in an election
under the military council, a future undertaking which has already been condemned by the
public and international watchdogs as likely being neither free nor fair.

“We'll just have to see if the Rakhine parties will ‘compete’ in the election just because they’re
obliged to do so under pressure from the military, or if they will choose to run for office in only
three constituencies like they did in the past,” Pe Than said.

The comment was a reference to a practice under previous military regimes in which parties
fielded candidates in a minimum of three constituencies to meet election law requirements.

“However, if the Rakhine parties were to ferociously put their mind to running for office, there
is absolutely no chance for the USDP to win. They only stand a chance if the Rakhine parties
choose not to take part in the election.”

ANP chair Thar Htun Hla said that his party had not begun preparing for an election under the
military council.

“At this point in time, | don’t think it’s possible to even discuss this subject,” he told Myanmar
Now. “Even if they are actually going to hold that election, there is no safety guaranteed for the
public and the voters, which is one of the most crucial electoral requirements. | personally don’t
think that the public are in a position to be able to vote safely.”

The Union Election Commission, which is under the junta’s direct control, recently summoned
the ANP party leadership to Naypyitaw, warning them that a party statement condemning the
Myanmar army'’s shelling of Rakhine State in September was “one-sided.”
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An ANP rally in Thandwe, Rakhine State in October 2015
(Myanmar Now)

The AFP, headed by Dr Aye Maung, is possibly the only
Arakanese party that occasionally attends the military
council’s meetings and conferences regarding the PR system
set to be used in the upcoming polls.

E 9 il
Pe Than speculated that the military would “take advantage” of electoral laws that do not
specify a minimum level of nationwide participation required for voting results to be considered
legitimate.

“They are not taking into consideration if the public is actually willing to take part in it,” he said
of a 2023 election. “They are going to force the military families and their affiliates to vote for
them, and try to win.”

The USDP underwent a major shakeup in October of last year in which coup leader Min Aung
Hlaing handpicked those appointed to leadership positions in the party. USDP chairperson Khin
Yi, a retired military and police general and former immigration minister, is recently said to
have attended meetings in Bago Region.

He is known for organising military parades and rallies under the administration of ex-general
Thein Sein, prior to the election of the now-ousted NLD administration.

https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-military-proxy-party-gears-up-for-electoral-
campaign-in-rakhine-state

Military shifts from ground to aerial attacks against Ta’ang armed forces in northern Shan
State

After reportedly suffering heavy losses on the ground during a prolonged offensive, the
junta’s forces launch a series of airstrikes on villages in Namhsan and Mongmit

Nyein Swe | Published on Dec 15, 2022

The monastery that was destroyed in Kone Thar
village, Namhsan Township (TNLA)

The Myanmar army escalated its aerial
bombardment of northern Shan State after
reportedly suffering serious losses on the ground
during days of clashes with the Ta’ang National
Liberation Army (TNLA) in Namhsan Township.
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The military began its campaign against the Ta’ang ethnic armed organisation on December
7 near the group’s base in Kone Thar village—10 miles north of Namhsan town—firing heavy
artillery at the site and dropping large bombs on the area and the surrounding villages.

According to the TNLA, several junta soldiers were killed, injured or captured despite the arrival
of reinforcement troops via helicopter at the start of the campaign, prompting the military to
cease its ground attacks on Sunday and focus on aerial bombardment.

TNLA spokesperson Lt-Col Tar Aik Kyaw claimed that the Myanmar army started carrying out
airstrikes around the village of Ye Pone village in Mongmit (Momeik) Township on Monday, and
continued doing so around Kone Thar on Tuesday.

“The military launched airstrikes from 10am until the evening on December 13. | think there
were a total of around eight times that they came that day,” he told Myanmar Now.

While the air attacks did not continue on Wednesday, Lt-Col Tar Aik Kyaw said that military jets
were seen hovering around Lashio and Mongmit townships throughout the day, and that troops
had been seen regrouping in Namhsan.

He added that there had been casualties on both sides, but that the number had yet to be
confirmed. The TNLA spokesperson also said that widely shared photos claiming to show bodies
of junta troops slain in the recent battles were yet to be verified.

More than 1,000 people from the villages of Kone Thar, Hu Man, Man Long, Pain Long and Ta
Latt have been displaced by the military offensive, according to local volunteers assisting the
fleeing civilians.

An officer within a Namhsan social welfare group told Myanmar Now that a large number of
internally displaced persons were taking shelter within a monastery in another village,
Zayangyi.

The TNLA released a statement and photos on Tuesday showing that nearly all of the homes in
Kone Thar as well as the monastery had been damaged in the junta onslaught.

“The village originally had some 60 households and almost all of the houses were hit by the
military’s weapons,” Lt-Col Tar Aik Kyaw said, adding that five were completely reduced to
ashes.

Myanmar Now was unable to independently verify the TNLA’s reports of the fighting in
northern Shan State. The junta has released no information on the attacks.

https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/military-shifts-from-ground-to-aerial-attacks-against-
taang-armed-forces-in-northern-shan-state
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Regime Bombs Its Own Troops During Namhsam Offensive
By SHAN | December 15, 2022

The Ta’ang National Liberation Army (TNLA) has recovered scores of regime soldiers killed by
friendly fire during the regime’s ongoing offensive against the Ta’ang group nestled in the
mountains of Namhsan Township in northern Shan State.

According to an anonymous source close to the armed group fighting the military government,
the Ta’ang soldiers found 47 bodies and captured 24 soldiers alive during a sweep of the
battlefield near Koong Sar (Kon Tha) on Tuesday. Junta soldiers stationed at the Koong Sar
Buddhist monastery were fired upon by their comrades, the man told SHAN, adding that the air
strikes also damaged at least 7 houses in the village.

Damaged Koong Sar village.

The junta has deployed fighter jets, airships and hundreds of
ground troops from five battalions against the TNLA during
an offensive that began last Wednesday.

7 /. - Responding to rumours that at least 30 TNLA soldiers were
aIso killed in the clashes the group’s spokesman, Col Tar Aik Kyaw, confirmed that there were
fatalities on both sides but couldn’t say how many.

“Many houses in Koong Sar were damaged during the fighting. The military in Namhsan town
attacked the TNLA with artillery and fighter jets and combat helicopters attacked our troops
day and night.”

Over 1,000 villagers who’ve fled to Namhsan town are in need of food, drinking water, warm
clothes and blankets.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/25652

Notorious Crony Organizing Myanmar Junta Propaganda Campaigns
By THE IRRAWADDY | 15 December 2022

Myanmar’s military regime has launched a series of propaganda campaigns with the help of
artists from film, music and theatre aimed at distracting attention from the armed resistance
against the junta.

The Forever Group media company headed by U Win Maw is the organizer of the propaganda
campaigns, some artists said. U Win Maw’s deputy is former military intelligence officer U Thein
Tun Aung.
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ATV series to honor Myanmar Police Force Day on October 1 was sponsored by Forever Group.
The company is also involved in the production of a film to celebrate Armed Forces Day on
March 27 next year.

Forever Group also organized a recent five-day concert held at City Hall in the capital
Naypyitaw. In return, the regime has offered business concessions to the company.

o Forever Group recently organized a five-day concert in
# Naypyitaw.

The oldest private broadcaster in Myanmar, dating back to
the time of the previous military regimes, the State Law and

1 71 Order Restoration Council and State Peace and Development
Council, Forever Group operates four television channels and two radio stations, Mandalay FM
and Teen Radio.

U Win Maw, whose first job was as a sailor, established Forever Company to import and
distribute computers and their parts, before setting up a graphics training center which later
grew into the Forever Group. He also ran a film school and is the owner of the Myanmar Media
Development Center.

In 2004, during the Than Shwe-led junta, then information minister U Kyaw Hsan planned to
establish pro-military media to counter the local and foreign independent press. His idea to
‘attack the media with media’ proved popular with the then regime and resulted in the
establishment of the free-to-air television channel, MRTV-4, a joint venture between Forever
Group and the state-owned broadcaster Myanmar Radio and Television.

With the internet in its infancy in Myanmar, it was a boom time for television advertising.
MRTV-4 was an entertainment-orientated channel and its programs became popular with the
public, enabling it to charge an average of one million kyats for a 10-second commercial.
Forever Group earned substantial revenue from advertising revenues and U Win Maw began
building his fortune.

U Thein Tun Aung

Some top cronies at the time were also interested in the
broadcasting business, but U Win Maw was favored by the
generals and soon became one of the richest men in the

_ country.

His business was also exémpted from paying tax by Than Shwe’s junta and then U Thein Sein’s
quasi-civilian government in the name of media development, enabling U Win Maw to grow
even wealthier.

During U Thein Sein’s time as president, a six-acre plot of land near South Okkalapa Golf Club in
Yangon owned by the Ministry of Information was leased out to Forever Group.
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In return, MRTV-4 aired the sermons of a so-called Buddhist monk from the Association for the
Protection of Race and Religion, better known by its Burmese acronym Ma Ba Tha, a nationalist
organization founded by U Thein Sein.

Known as ‘MRTV-4 Sayadaw’, or the Venerable, the monk was notorious for preaching anti-
Muslim sermons. He reportedly also fathered a child, despite the fact that Buddhist monks are
barred from having sex.

MRTV-4 also produced a series that starred Su Myat Nandar Aung, also known Su Lin Shein, a
niece of the secretary of the current regime’s ruling State Administration Council, Lieutenant-
General Aung Lin Dwe. It was the first time Su Myat Nandar Aung was the lead actressina TV
show. Her mother, Dr. Su Su Dwe, is a director-general in the junta-controlled Ministry of
Health.

Forever Group continues to benefit from the present regime. The company received 10 billion
kyats when the regime lent money to media companies in an effort to persuade them to back
the junta.

It has acquired some 1,000 acres of land in a new studio city being built in Shan State’s Pindaya
Township, and is building a studio in which four films can be shot simultaneously.

U Thein Tun Aung, Forever Group’s deputy and a graduate of the 22" intake of the Defense
Services Academy, has ensured that the company has enjoyed privileges under successive
military regimes.

U Win Maw (right) and U Thein Tun Aung (left).

He served as the military intelligence chief in Bago Region
under General Khin Nyunt. His brother was also a military
intelligence officer. U Thein Tun Aung was transferred to the
information ministry under the previous junta, while former
Brigadier-General Kyaw Hsan was heading the ministry. He
then became the secretary of the board of censors.

“Ko Thein Tun Aung is the only one who knows film, music and theatre artists. Producers had to
bribe him to get their films past the board of censors. If an artist refused his request to act in a
[propaganda] war movie, the board of censors wouldn’t pass that actor’s other films,” said one
actor.

U Thein Tun Aung’s classmates in the 22" intake at the Defense Services Academy included
deputy junta chief Soe Win, Lieutenant General Yar Pyae and current information minister and
former Major General Maung Maung Ohn.

He was also the classmate of former Lieutenant Colonel Ye Htut, who served as information
minister in U Thein Sein’s government, former Navy chief Admiral Thura Thet Swe, and former
military spy chief and home affairs minister Lieutenant General Kyaw Swe.
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With a broad network of contacts, U Thein Tun Aung retired from the information ministry and
was hired by Forever Group to help expand their business.

Since last year’s coup, U Thein Tun Aung has become the organizer of the junta’s propaganda
movies and concerts.

“He has been talking artists into returning to show business as he knows the weaknesses of all
the artists. Most of them have started working again,” said an artist.

Currently, U Thein Tun Aung is based in Naypyitaw where he has been helping the regime
organize propaganda campaigns, music concerts and variety shows to celebrate Independence
Day next month. He has also started filming propaganda movies and TV shows targeting
resistance forces and striking government employees. Some will be aired on MRTV-4 soon.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/notorious-crony-organizing-myanmar-junta-
propaganda-campaigns.html

Myanmar Regime Still Parachuting Army Officers Into Senior Govt Roles
By THE IRRAWADDY | 15 December 2022

Myanmar regime chief Min Aung Hlaing transferred more than a dozen Myanmar military
officers to key Union-level agencies and ministries in November, resurrecting his predecessors
attempts to militarize the civil service.

Military officers have been transferred to the Union Civil Service Board (UCSB), a body
responsible for the recruitment and promotion of civil servants, the Union Election Commission
(UEC), and the Ministry of Investment and Foreign Economic Relations.

Since last year’s coup, junta boss Min Aung Hlaing has installed his supporters as heads of
ministries and Union-level agencies, and continues to transfer military personnel to different
parts of the government.

Half of the 30 ministries represented in the military regime’s cabinet are now overseen by
military officers.

Parachute policy

Just as coups by the military are an old story in Myanmar, so is the transfer of army personnel
to important positions in the country’s administrative mechanism.

The policy was first introduced by the late dictator General Ne Win following his 1962 putsch.
He set out to embed the military in every sector of the government, from low-ranking
ministerial bureaucrats all the way up to the presidency, and it was regarded as one of the
worst aspects of his decades-long rule.
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An illustration for the regime’s parachute policy.

Known as the ‘parachute policy’ in Myanmar for the way in
which high-ranking military officers are dropped in to preside
over ministries and agencies, it results in professional and
competent administrators having to work under active or retired
military personnel who have little or no knowledge of their
respective areas of responsibility.

] Observers believe that the assiduous implementation of the
i I m ; policy over the years is one of the reasons why Myanmar is
F oy always one of Southeast Asia’s poorest countries when under
military rule.

P
[
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Than Shwe, Ne Win’s successor, also embraced the 'parachute policy’ despite its shortcomings,
as did U Thein Sein when Than Shwe appointed him as head of a quasi-civilian government in
2011. Now, Min Aung Hlaing is finding the policy useful as he attempts to cement power.

Military officers in civilian costumes

Ne Lin, an army officer who previously worked at the Ministry of Defense, became the director-
general of the Union Government’s Office a few months ago. Director-general is the highest
position most civil servants can attain, but traditionally it is a rank reserved for junta
sympathizers and beneficiaries of the ‘parachute policy’.

The UCSB has also been taken over by the military, with nine officers led by a colonel from the
Military Appointments General Office posted there in November. They have been assigned to
handle the records of civil servants, said a UCSB official. The officers come from different units
including the Military Appointments General Office, the Defense Services Academy, the Military
Training Office, light infantry battalions and regional command headquarters.

The two civil service institutes overseen by the USCB are notorious as facilities where civil
servants preparing to take on more senior government jobs have to undergo basic military
training. They are also brainwashed into believing that the Myanmar military is the savior of the
country, which has been pushed to the point of collapse by opportunist politicians and threats
from the West.

Former military officer Aung Kyaw Soe from the defense ministry has become the director-
general of the Department of Urban and Housing Development, Ministry of Construction. He is
the second army officer to take the helm of a department at the construction ministry, after
military engineering director Major-General Myo Thant was appointed construction minister in
November.

Some officers have taken up positions in the UEC, further challenging the credibility of the
general election which the regime plans to hold next year. The UEC is headed by former Major
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General Thein Soe, and already has members who are former army officers. Thein Soe oversaw
the 2010 general election, which was widely criticized as a sham.

Officers have also been transferred to the Ministry of Investment and Foreign Economic
Relations on a mission to boost economic ties with Russia, the regime’s major arms supplier,
according to sources.

Hla Moe, Min Aung Hlaing’s classmate from the 19t intake of the Defense Services Academy
(DSA), serves as both Minister of Cooperatives and Rural Development and agriculture minister.
The current Naypyitaw Council chairman, Tin Oo Lwin, was also in the same intake at the DSA.

Information minister and former Major General Maung Maung Ohn was part of the 22" intake
at the DSA and is a friend of junta deputy leader Soe Win. Regime spokesman Major-Gen Zaw
Min Tun is the junta’s deputy information officer.

U Thein Sein’s government created a permanent secretary position for ministries after the
military’s proxy Union Solidarity and Development Party lost the 2015 general election to the
National League for Democracy (NLD), leaving behind many military officers in ministries.

After taking power, some NLD ministers lamented that the permanent secretaries and director-
generals left behind by the Myanmar military were willfully disobeying NLD orders.

It seems that some army officers are happy to parade in civilian costume at government
ministries.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-regime-still-parachuting-army-officers-
into-senior-govt-roles.html

NUG representative to UN accepted, Myanmar junta nominee rejected
By Mizzima |

The United Nations (UN) has rejected the Myanmar junta’s nomination for ambassador to the
UN and instead it has decided to continue letting the National Unity Government
representative, Ambassador Kyaw Moe Tun continue as Myanmar’s representative to the UN.

Kyaw Moe Tun was appointed in 2020 to represent Myanmar at the UN prior to the February
2021 military coup in Myanmar. The junta tried to fire him but he refused to leave the job and
the UN General Assembly Credentials Committee refused to recognize the military's appointee.

On hearing that the UN had agreed to Kyaw Moe Tun’s re-appointment, the director of the civil
society organisation (CSO) the Myanmar Accountability Project (MAP), Chris Gunness said:
“General Min Aung Hlaing has inflicted on the people of Myanmar violence of a scale not seen
in southeast Asia since Pol Pot unleashed the Khmer Rouge’s reign of terror on Cambodia.
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“The junta’s murderous campaign against its own people reached a new low in July with the
execution of four prominent prisoners of conscience which was widely condemned by the
international community and led to further diplomatic isolation.

“To highlight this barbarity, we projected the image of Ko Jimmy onto the UK Houses of
Parliament.”

According to General Assembly Resolution 396(V) (1950), when the question of a State's
representation at the UN “becomes the subject of controversy ... the attitude adopted by the
General Assembly [..] should be taken into account in other organs of the United Nations and in
the specialised agencies”.

In accordance with Resolution 396(V) MAP demands that the NUG’'s representation is
implemented across the UN system.

MAP believes that the people of Myanmar have suffered enough injustice and being deprived
of the right to representation at the UN by their legitimate government deepens this injustice.

“We urge the UN to ensure that Ambassador, Kyaw Moe Tun is afforded ‘all rights and
privileges and that the NUG is allowed to represent Myanmar in all UN bodies,” said MAP’s
Protection Director, Damian Lilly.

He explained that: “At present, there are glaring inconsistencies, with the NUG Ambassador
sitting in the General Assembly, the junta’s agents at the International Court of Justice and
Myanmar’s seat left empty at the UN Human Rights Council. This latest move must pave the
way to resolving these anomalies which are

depriving 55 million people in Myanmar of the opportunity to be represented at the UN by the
government which they elected by a landslide in 2020.”

https://mizzima.com/article/nug-representative-un-accepted-myanmar-junta-nominee-
rejected

‘The people of Myanmar deserve so much more from the US, the EU and other democratic
countries’

Myanmar Now asked American scholar Dr Zachary Abuza whether the BURMA Act can finally
begin to provide the help that Myanmar’s people need

Myanmar Now | Published on Dec 15, 2022

New legislation passed by the US House of Representatives (US House) last week—known as
the BURMA (Burma Unified through Rigorous Military Accountability) Act—could compel
significant changes in US policy towards Myanmar. The legislation, in the form of amendments
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to the annual National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA), is expected to become law within
weeks after passing by a floor vote in the US Senate.

A house destroyed by Myanmar military aircraft in
Moebye, southern Shan State, on September 8 (Kaung Zaw
Hein / SOPA Images / LightRocket via Getty Images)

Although US lawmakers have referred to the NDAA
amendments discussed in this interview as the “BURMA

| Act,” they differ in some respects from a 2021 bill
introduced in the US House under the same name. The
earlier bill passed in the lower legislative chamber but was never brought to a vote in the upper
chamber—the US Senate—and did not become law.

The newly passed and amended BURMA Act within the NDAA purportedly serves as a green
light for the US government to impose sanctions against Myanmar’s coup regime and the
individuals or entities that abet its atrocities. It also authorises “non-lethal assistance” to the
publicly mandated, civilian National Unity Government (NUG) and other opposition and
resistance groups in Myanmar. This assistance does not include arms.

Prof. Zachary Abuza (Supplied)

Myanmar Now recently discussed this legislation with Dr Zachary
Abuza, a Southeast Asian politics and security issues expert at the
National War College in Washington, DC.

While acknowledging the bill’s importance, Prof Abuza criticised the
delayed response of the US and other democratic governments to
Myanmar’s urgent humanitarian crisis following the 2021 coup. He
outlined further international action he deemed necessary to deter
atrocities in the country and support resistance groups in Myanmar,
and offered an explanation for the US government’s ongoing refusal to supply weapons to the
junta’s opponents.

Myanmar Now: The BURMA Act of 2022 has been added to the NDAA and was passed by the
US House on December 8. Could you please explain its significance for US policy towards
Myanmar/Burma?

Prof. Zachary Abuza: The BURMA Act of 2022 was included in the FY23 [Fiscal Year 2023]
National Defense Authorization Act that the House of Representatives passed on December 6.
Often these large spending bills have other pieces of legislation tacked on, especially if they are
meant to pressure the executive branch to take some action that Congress wants. This year’s
NDAA also included the Taiwan Enhanced Resilience Act.
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In the 2022 NDAA, Congress expressed their displeasure with the Biden Administration’s
policies on the Myanmar junta, considering them insufficient. The 2022 legislation called on the
administration to step up their contact and relations with the NUG. We saw clear evidence of
that. The NUG was represented on the sidelines of the US-ASEAN Summit; there were several
high-level engagements between the National Security Council and Department of State with
the NUG. In late 2022, the US allowed the NUG to open a representative office in Washington,
DC to support their lobbying and coordination efforts. Perhaps the administration would have
done those things on its own, but when Congress puts it into the one spending bill that is
passed without exception every year, it does force the administration’s hands.

Let me be clear, even if the Biden administration does everything Congress calls on it to do in
this year’s NDAA, it is insufficient to bring about the downfall of the [junta]. There is much more
the US government can and should do to support the NUG, which Washington acknowledges is
the lawful and legitimate government representing the people of Myanmar.

MN: The BURMA Act explicitly states that the US will provide technical support and non-
lethal assistance to ethnic armed organisations (EAOs), People’s Defence Forces (PDFs), and
pro-democracy organisations ‘to strengthen communication and command and control’ as
well as the coordination of international relief. Do you think that this constitutes a major US
policy change? Could you unpack the term ‘non-lethal assistance’ and how that assistance
could affect the armed resistance?

ZA: This is an important development. While | have long argued that the US government should be
supplying lethal assistance to the NUG, it is not going to happen for four key reasons: First, Myanmar is
not a national security priority for the US and you find no senior leader justifying our policy in terms of
US national interests. Second, there is concern over who and what components would get the weapons,
especially considering that many EAOs are involved in the burgeoning illicit narcotics market. The US
government is terrified of the scandal should US weapons find their way into the hands of EAOs who are
deeply involved in the production and sale of synthetic drugs. Third, the US stockpiles of arms and
ammunition are being depleted by Ukraine, which the US has deemed in its national interest to support.
Fourth, the actual issue of logistics of providing weapons is a challenge given that Thailand, China, India,
and Bangladesh would not support it.

In sum, while | believe the NUG deserves lethal assistance, there are no strong advocates of
providing them with arms within the administration. Thus, | have strongly advocated for the
provision of non-lethal assistance, including encrypted communications devices, battlefield
medicine, intelligence support including provision of commercially available (though expensive)
satellite imagery, intelligence sharing, and training. Most importantly, the US could step up
their support for the NUG’s civil administration, including public health, education and rule of
law/policing. Finally, the US government could provide monetary assistance to the NGOs that
facilitate the defection of military forces and provide them with subsistence funds.

“While | believe the NUG deserves lethal assistance, there are no strong advocates of
providing them with arms within the administration. ”
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All of this is possible, and some is even in the works. But again, there are logistical challenges to
this. America’s treaty ally Thailand continues to support the [junta] and prevent large scale
humanitarian access to the border. The US, itself, needs a permanent representative to the
NUG. This would be all the more important because the US has announced that it is
downgrading diplomatic ties with the [junta], by not replacing the prematurely departing US
ambassador. But Washington really needs a point person to be a liaison with the NUG and
coordinate the delivery of non-lethal assistance.

MN: Given the untold atrocities the people of Myanmar have been subjected to for almost
two years, do you think that the US’s BURMA Act has come too late? The people of the
country have long hoped for decisive assistance from the US to deter the reckless atrocities of
the junta: do you think that the BURMA Act can fulfil that hope?

ZA: Yes, the US BURMA Act is way too little, too late, given the atrocities and human rights
abuses suffered by the people of Myanmar across the country on a daily basis. The military
intentionally uses war crimes as part of their military doctrine. The Four Cuts strategy is
designed to terrorise the population into submission. Their reliance on indiscriminate artillery
and air assaults are designed to target civilian populations. The military’s arson attacks have
burnt down nearly 40,000 homes since the coup. Four people have been executed and 138
have been sentenced to death; nearly 150 have died in [junta] custody, tortured to death.
Meanwhile the regime has driven the economy into the ground with their sheer incompetence,
eviscerating over a decade of sustained economic growth.

The people of Myanmar deserve so much more from the US, the European Union and other
democratic countries such as Japan, South Korea and Australia. There is much more that these
countries can do to step up concerted economic pressure on the military regime. The sanctions
regime right now is simply too piecemeal, and states like China, Russia, and India are able to
violate them. While the BURMA Act spells out what the next round of sanctions should be, the
act does not compel the [Biden] administration to begin sanctioning the Myanmar Oil and Gas
Enterprise. The decisions to impose sanctions remain the prerogative of the Administration.

“Despite all odds, every day the people of Myanmar protest the junta, make donations to the
NUG, or pick up arms to fight in PDFs, all to restore their democracy. That sustained courage
and commitment should be supported.”

When Ko Jimmy, Phyo Zeya Thaw, and two others were executed [in July], it was the perfect
opportunity for the international community to step up sanctions. They failed dismally. If the
Biden administration is serious about advancing democracy and standing up to China’s
authoritarian system that it seeks to expand throughout the world, then there is no better place
for Washington to start than in Myanmar. Despite all odds, every day the people of Myanmar
protest the junta, make donations to the NUG, or pick up arms to fight in PDFs, all to restore
their democracy. That sustained courage and commitment should be supported.
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MN: While the BURMA Act states support for amending Myanmar’s 2008 Constitution—
codifying a requirement that the military exist under a civilian government and no longer
hold 25 percent of parliamentary seats—the Act did not mention the Federal Charter adopted
by National Unity Consultative Council (NUCC). What are your thoughts on this? Are the US
lawmakers’ expectations for amendments to the 2008 Constitution still realistic? How could
this materialise, given the drastically altered political landscape?

ZA: The BURMA Act stated its desire for the amendment of the 2008 Constitution,
unequivocally stating that the military has to be under the civilian government and it would no
longer control 25 percent of seats in all parliaments. This is a well-meaning statement, but
simplistic, as facts have changed on the ground. There will be no amendment to the 2008
constitution. It needs to be scrapped.

At the same time, the BURMA Act didn’t reference the NUCC’s Federal Charter. This was a
mistake, but also an understandable one. The situation in Myanmar is very complex, there are a
multitude of actors and processes. Myanmar is a very low priority for Congress, despite some
interest on the part of some members. It is unrealistic to expect them to have a deep and
nuanced understanding. Again, having an official liaison with the NUG who regularly briefed
Congress would help. Now to be fair, | don’t think that the NUG has done a great job in
educating their foreign interlocutors about the Federal Charter, and, from my vantage point,
there has been insufficient progress in the constitutional convention. This is another area
where the US and other western countries could provide significant legal expertise and support.

Editor’s notes:
This interview has been lightly edited for clarity.

The US government adheres to a policy of referring to Myanmar by the earlier name of
“Burma.”

https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/the-people-of-myanmar-deserve-so-much-more-from-the-
us-the-eu-and-other-democratic-countries

Unable to return home, Rohingya risk their lives to leave refugee camps

About 2,000 of the ethnic minority Muslims sailed from Bangladesh, Myanmar this year, UNHCR says.
By BenarNews | 2022.12.15

Dhaka, Kuala Lumpur, Bangkok, Jakarta, and Washington

Human rights defenders are seeing a surge in potentially deadly boat journeys by Rohingya
refugees as they try to reach countries in Southeast Asia where they can access schools, food
and jobs.
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Medical workers help a girl as she arrives with a group of
120 Rohingya at Krueng Geukueh Port in North Aceh,
Indonesia, Dec. 31, 2021. Rahmat Mizra/AP

Many of the stateless people have grown desperate
because they see no hope of being repatriated to
Myanmar, which is convulsed with violence following the
February 2021 military coup, rights advocates and NGOs
in the region said. The Rohingya also cannot work or educate their children properly at
refugee camps in neighboring Bangladesh, where they are prohibited from leaving the
camps’ confines.

At this moment, Rohingya are stranded at sea and pleading for help, according to an adviser
to Myanmar’s opposition National Unity Government, who tweeted what he identified as a
recording of a phone call from a Rohingya aboard a boat. The distress call apparently was
made in the past 24 hours.

“Our children have been without food for four to five days. We are all suffering from hunger.
So please help us reach the shore,” the caller said, according to a translation provided by a
Rohingya in a Bangladesh refugee camp. “A 3-year-old child on board died from starvation.
The rest of us are all alive, but we ran out of food completely.

“Please send this information to the people of the world, the UNHCR, governments of
Indonesia and Malaysia.”

The unidentified caller said the boat had broken down in what he identified as the Indonesia
Sea.

“We are seeing a dramatic rise of Rohingya taking dangerous journeys by boat this year. At
the end of November, at least four boats carrying Rohingya refugees left Bangladesh to
attempt to reach Southeast Asian shores,” Lilianne Fan, co-founder of the Geutanyoé
Foundation, a regional humanitarian organization based in Kuala Lumpur, told BenarNews,
an RFA-affiliated new service.

“This is driven by a deterioration of security in both Myanmar as well as in the Rohingya
camps in Bangladesh.”

Mahi Ramakrishnan, the founder of another NGO, Beyond Borders Malaysia, said one boat
with 200 Rohingya aboard had left Bangladesh to sail to Malaysia at the end of November.

“We also have unverified reports of more boats adrift at sea for more than two weeks now.
The most important thing for Malaysia to do is to send out the maritime agency officers to
the sea to locate these boats, bring them to the shore and ensure the people are safely
disembarked,” she said.
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“The persecution by the military junta has been pushing people to flee Myanmar for decades
now. The lack of food, clean water plus the inability to exercise their fundamental rights are
some of the reasons the Rohingya are fleeing Bangladesh,” Ramakrsihnan told BenarNews.

A boat carrying Rohingya is seen here in this drone photo
taken near Lhoksukon, North Aceh, Indonesia, June 24,
2020. Credit: Zik Maulana/AP

In early December, the United Nations refugee

agency (UNHCR) reported that nearly 2,000 Rohingya
had set sail from Bangladesh and Myanmar in the first
I 11 months of 2022 — compared to 287 in 2021. The
U.N. agency estimated that about 120 of those who set sail this year had died or were lost at
sea.

“UNHCR ... and humanitarian partners are observing a dramatic increase in the number of
people attempting perilous crossings of the Andaman Sea this year,” it said in a statement.

“UNHCR warns that attempts at these journeys are exposing people to grave risks and fatal
consequences.”

News reports surfaced earlier this month of 154 Rohingya being rescued from a sinking boat
in the Andaman Sea and transferred to the Myanmar Navy. Reuters reported that a
Vietnamese boat rescued the group, while other news services said two boats from
Myanmar’s state-run Oil and Natural Gas Corp. rescued them before their boat sank.

About 1 million Rohingya, including about 740,000 who have fled Myanmar during a brutal
military offensive in their home state of Rakhine in 2017, live mostly in crowded and
sprawling refugee camps in Cox’s Bazar, a southeastern Bangladeshi district by the Myanmar
border.

Indonesia, June 25, 2020. Credit: Muzakkir Nurdmfor
BenarNews

In November 2017, the two nations agreed to a
repatriation plan, but efforts to return the Rohingya
to their homes have failed.

“There are many people in the camps who are highly deprived. As they are not seeing any
immediate possibility of safe repatriation to our homeland. They are trying to flee from here
for a better life,” Muhammed Jubair, the acting chairman of the Arakan Rohingya Society for
Peace and Human Rights, a group based in the Cox’s Bazar camps, told BenarNews.
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Mizanur Rahman, Bangladesh’s commissioner for refugee relief and repatriation, blamed the
dim prospects of repatriation for driving the Rohingya to flee the camps in search of new
homes abroad.

“The Myanmar government and the international community have major responsibilities in
this regard for ensuring the dignified repatriation of the Rohingya people,” Rahman told
BenarNews.

Nur Khan Liton, executive director of Bangladesh human rights organization Ain-0-Salish
Kendra, said there were several reasons for Rohingya to seek to leave the camps, including
lack of education and recreation opportunities.

He said about 40 Rohingya youth were detained and fined earlier this month for playing
football in a playground outside a camp in the Ukhia sub-district of Cox’s Bazar.

Rohingya are seeking a safer and sustainable future, according to Khan.

“There is a serious concern about security in the Rohingya camps. The living conditions are
extremely inadequate,” he told BenarNews.

Since September 2021, the security situation inside the camps has deteriorated noticeably,
with armed groups and suspected Rohingya militants targeting refugees and Rohingya
leaders in a slew of killings.

In November, more than 100 Rohingya landed in a coastal village in Indonesia’s Aceh
province after spending more than a month at sea.

Atika Yuanita Paraswaty, who leads the Indonesian Civil Society Association for Refugee
Rights Protection (SUAKA), blamed the Myanmar junta for forcing people to flee.

“It’s true, the conditions in the Rakhine and Bangladesh refugee camps are quite improper,
nothing more they can do — that’s what made them flee,” Yuanita said. “The government of
Myanmar must be held responsible for the condition of the country.

“We, as Indonesian citizens, must help them as mandated by government regulation number
125 from 2016, stating Indonesia should welcome refugees arriving here, although Indonesia
has not ratified the refugee convention,” she said.

Some Rohingya try to walk out of Myanmar — but not all are successful.

Authorities launched an investigation after a group of Burmese women discovered 13
corpses believed to be Rohingya near a trash heap in Myanmar’s Yangon region.

Radio Free Asia, a news service affiliated with BenarNews, said residents believed the victims
may have been killed by local authorities or brokers hired to help them flee squalid
conditions in camps for displaced people in Rakhine state.
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Since the 2017 military crackdown there, an estimated 125,000 Rohingya have been
confined to camps in the state. RFA data compiled between December 2021 and September
found that nearly 800 Rohingya who tried to leave Rakhine by land and water were arrested
in different parts of Myanmar.

‘Risk their lives’

In Thailand, which shares a border with Myanmar, a rights defender told BenarNews that
traffickers could exploit Rohingya as they try to flee from refugee camps.

“It’s hard to say if the number of Rohingya people trying to reach my country is increasing, as
we have seen them trying to come in through all possible ways. They come both by sea and
land,” said Puttanee Kangkun, director of The Fort, a project affiliated with Fortify Rights, a
human rights group based in Southeast Asia.

“They risk their lives fleeing the desperate situation in Rakhine state, Myanmar, or as
refugees in Cox’s Bazar camps,” she said.

Puttanee called on the Thai government to “urgently coordinate with regional governments
to conduct search-and-rescue missions for boats of Rohingya refugees adrift at sea.”

Bangladesh security personnel stand guard beside Rohingya
rescued from the sea after at least three people drowned
when their Malaysia-bound boat sank off the Bangladesh
coast in Teknaf, Oct. 4, 2022. Credit: AFP

Ramakrishnan, of Beyond Borders Malaysia, said her

- o "% country’s new prime minister should step up. Islamic-
majorlty Malay5|a is @ main destination in Southeast Asia for Rohingya Muslims fleeing from
Myanmar or refugee camps in Bangladesh.

“Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim should therefore take the lead and call for a coordinated
effort from other ASEAN member countries such as Thailand to rescue these boats. The law
of the sea places an obligation on all governments to rescue women, children and men who
are adrift at sea,” she said.

Malaysia is bound by the non-refoulement principle, which clearly states that we cannot
deport these asylum seekers to a place where they will face persecution, violence or death,
Ramakrishnan said.

Resettlement efforts

Meanwhile, the U.S. last week welcomed 24 Rohingya refugees from a group of 64 identified
as candidates for resettlement from Cox’s Bazar, according to Bangladeshi officials.
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On Tuesday, the U.S. State Department announced its new collaboration with UNHCR and
the Bangladesh government in allowing Rohingya to settle in the United States.

“This program, which will be part of the global U.S. Refugee Admissions Program, is one
element of a broader comprehensive response to the Rohingya refugee crisis with the main
focus on preparing the Rohingya for voluntary, safe, dignified and sustainable return. The
United States will consider for resettlement referrals submitted by the UNHCR,” the
statement said.

“The resettlement of most vulnerable Rohingya from Bangladesh reflects the United States’
long-standing leadership on refugee resettlement in the face of an unprecedented
displacement crisis as record numbers of people around the world have been forced to flee
war, persecution and instability.”

Elsewhere, the Japanese government also is considering allowing some Rohingya to resettle
there, according to Bangladesh Sangbad Sangstha (BSS), a state-run news agency.

“Japan has received the request about third country resettlement (of Rohingya) from your
government. UNHCR here is also advising us to consider the possibility,” Ito Naoki, the
Japanese ambassador in Dhaka, told the news agency as he prepared to end his tenure. He
said about 300 Rohingya live in a city 100 km (62 miles) north of Tokyo.

BenarNews is an RFA-affiliated news service.

Ahammad Foyez in Dhaka, Pizaro Gozali Idrus in Jakarta, Nisha David in Kuala Lumpur,
Wilawan Watcharasakwet in Bangkok and Radio Free Asia contributed to this report.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/camps-12152022113247.html

EU Vows Investment in Push to Boost SE Asia Ties
By AFP | 15 December 2022

BRUSSELS—The EU vowed billions of dollars of investment in Southeast Asia Wednesday, as
leaders looked to bolster ties at a summit in the face of the Ukraine war and challenges from
China.

The European Union billed its first full summit with the Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) in Brussels as a chance to push trade relations with the region’s fast-growing
economies.

“There might be many, many miles that divide us, but there are much more values that unite
us,” European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen told the gathered leaders.
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But different opinions over Russia’s war in Ukraine and concerns about tensions with China
over a key shipping route for global trade loomed over the meeting.

The EU has been on a diplomatic push to galvanize a global front against Moscow as its invasion
has sent economic and political shock waves around the world.

ASEAN’s 10 nations—nine of which were represented, after Myanmar’s junta was not invited —
have been divided in their response to the Kremlin’s war in Ukraine.

Singapore has gone along with Western sanctions on Russia, while Vietnam and Laos, which
have close military ties to Moscow, have remained more neutral.

Along with Thailand, they abstained from a United Nations vote in October condemning
Russia’s attempted annexation of regions of Ukraine seized since February.

The diverging views led to intense wrangling over a declaration from the summit as the EU
pushed for stronger language to condemn Moscow.

The final statement said “most members” decried Russia’s war, but conceded there were also
“other views and different assessments”.

China looms

While Europe pressed for a tougher response to Russia, another global giant figured
prominently at the summit.

Chinese claims over the South China Sea have set it against some neighbors and sparked fears
in Europe over trade flows through the key global thoroughfare.

But China remains the biggest trade partner for ASEAN and many in the region are wary of
distancing themselves from their giant neighbor.

The EU is keen to pitch itself as a reliable partner for Southeast Asia’s dynamic economies amid
the growing rivalry between Beijing and Washington.

The EU and ASEAN are each other’s third-largest trading partner and Europe sees the region as
a key source for raw materials and wants to increase access to its booming markets.

EU nations are pushing to diversify key supply chains away from China as the war in Ukraine has
highlighted Europe’s vulnerabilities.

Von der Leyen offered an investment package over the next five years worth 10 billion euros
(USS10.6 billion) under the EU’s Global Gateway strategy designed as a counterweight to
China’s largesse.

But ASEAN leaders insisted they would not be forced to make a choice between the global
players competing for influence.
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“We absolutely refuse to go back to the situation of the Cold War where we have to pick sides
in terms of who the superpower is that we are aligned with,” said Filipino President Ferdinand
Marcos Jr.

Sex law furore

ASEAN and the EU suspended their push for a joint trade deal over a decade ago, but the bloc’s
top officials said they hoped to relaunch efforts for a broad agreement.

So far deals with Vietnam and Singapore are in place, and the EU is looking now to make
progress with ASEAN’s largest economy Indonesia and to resume talks with Malaysia, the
Philippines and Thailand.

One issue that had risked clouding discussions was a new law in Indonesia criminalizing sex
outside marriage that has sparked fears for foreign visitors to the country.

But Indonesian President Joko Widodo pointedly insisted that the EU-ASEAN relationship
needed to be based more on “equality”.

“There must be no imposition of views,” he said. “There must not be one who dictates over the
other and thinks that my standard is better than yours.”

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/world/eu-vows-investment-in-push-to-boost-se-asia-
ties.html

Over 509 min USD worth of drugs seized in Myanmar in 2022
Source: Xinhua| 2022-12-15 | Editor: huaxia

YANGON, Dec. 15 (Xinhua) -- Myanmar confiscated narcotics and precursor chemicals worth
over 1,069.94 billion kyats (over 509.49 million U.S. dollars) so far this year, the state media
reported on Thursday.

The seized drugs in 6,276 cases included over 1.1 tonnes of opium, 1.32 tonnes of heroin,
164.87 million stimulant tablets, 21.75 tonnes of ice (methamphetamine) and 2.04 tonnes of
ketamine, it said.

Speaking at the Central Committee on Drug Abuse Control's (CCDAC) meeting on Wednesday,
CCDAC Chairperson and Union Minister for Home Affairs Lt. Gen. Soe Htut said the committee
carried out special operations on drug abuse control and made achievements in cooperation
with the country's armed forces, police force and customs department.

The Southeast Asian country reported seizures of narcotic drugs and related materials worth
524.48 million dollars last year.
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On June 26 this year, Myanmar burned drugs worth over 642 million dollars, marking the
International Day Against Drug Abuse and lllicit Trafficking.

https://english.news.cn/asiapacific/20221215/c08d19b16e6b49a68f08e8c6b9f58116/c.html
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