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Two NLD Members Meet Daw Aung San Suu Kyi to Explain Myanmar Junta Election Plans
By THE IRRAWADDY | 9 December 2022

Myanmar’s military regime set up for two National League Democracy (NLD) members to sell
the idea of the junta’s plans for a general election next year to jailed State Counselor Daw Aung
San Suu Kyi, sources told The Irrawaddy.

The party leader was taken from her Naypyitaw Prison cell, where she has been held since June,
to the meeting inside the prison compound with Daw Sandar Min.

The other person at the meeting was either U Toe Lwin, the brother-in-law of NLD lawmaker U
Thein Swe, who represented Pyapon Township in Ayeyarwady Region or U Aung Soe, the
party’s Tanintharyi regional chair.

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi reportedly looked furious after the meeting and dismissed their
proposals.

Daw Sandar Min, a former Yangon regional lawmaker, is known to have close ties to junta
spokesman Zaw Min Tun and other high-ranking military officers. She is one of the few NLD
members who is looking to run in the election the junta is planning, which is denounced by a
majority of the population and the civilian National Unity Government.

Most NLD members have been in hiding since the coup and many have been killed by the junta.

Observers say the regime hopes to divide the NLD by using a handful of members prepared to
run in the election and used Daw Sandar Min to represent their views to Daw Aung San Suu Kyi
about joining the junta-organized poll.

Daw Sandar Min was unavailable for comment. Daw Aung San Suu Kyi is being held in isolation
and being prevented from speaking to the media.

The United Nations and United States said any election would be fraudulent.

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi praised young anti-junta resistance fighters and all those fighting for
democracy.

She shared the message via her Australian former economics adviser, Sean Turnell, who was
released last month ago after 650 days in custody.

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi was detained during the February 2021 coup and faced numerous
charges. She has so far been sentenced to 26 years in prison in 14 cases.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/two-nld-members-meet-daw-aung-san-suu-kyi-to-
explain-myanmar-junta-election-plans.html
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PDF battalion under investigation for death of Sagaing lawyer

The incident comes just days after the emergence of a video showing the brutal killing of a
woman by PDF forces in Tamu Township

Thura Maung | Published on Dec 9, 2022

San San Yi, 50, is believed to have died in PDF custody on
December 2 (Supplied)

Myanmar’s shadow National Unity Government (NUG) has
confirmed that it is investigating the death of a lawyer who
was detained in Sagaing Region late last week by People’s
Defence Force (PDF) troops under its command.

The lawyer, 50-year-old San San Yi, was reportedly returning to her home in Shwebo from a
courthouse in Kanbalu last Thursday when her vehicle was intercepted by members of Kanbalu
PDF Battalion 4.

She was then taken into custody for “questioning” along with her driver and another woman,
but only the other two were released the following day, according to sources.

On Monday, her family filed a complaint with the NUG’s Northern Region Military Command,
only to learn from a person close to resistance forces in the area that she was dead.

The person who informed San San Yi’s family of her death told Myanmar Now that he believed
the lawyer died the day after her arrest.

“The supervisors of the local PDF groups didn’t even know that she had been killed. We only
found out at around 10pm on December 5, from sources on the ground, that she was dead,” he
said, speaking on condition of anonymity.

He added that he contacted Duwa Faw Yan Naw Taung, the Battalion 4 commander, who said
he was away on the day of the incident, but would accept full responsibility for any wrongdoing
under his command.

Myanmar Now was not able to reach Duwa Faw Yan Naw Taung for comment. However,
another officer from the Kanbalu PDF’s supervisory office said that the case was being
investigated and that those responsible would be held accountable.

“We will follow our procedures in this matter, as we always do,” said the PDF officer, who also
did not want to be named.

Naing Htoo Aung, the secretary of the NUG’s defence ministry, also confirmed on Thursday that
an investigation into San San Yi’s death was underway.
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Meanwhile, there were also reports that junta troops questioned members of the lawyer’s
family and seized their national identification cards and other documents after they filed their
complaint with the NUG on Monday.

In their complaint, the family members stated that San San Yi was not a military informant and
noted that she was representing several political prisoners in court. They added that her
brother had been arrested for incitement following the February 2021 coup.

A Shwebo-based lawyer who has worked with San San Yi confirmed that she had no ties to the
military.

“I personally knew her from the political cases we worked on. She didn’t have any affiliations
with the military. | don’t know why the PDF did such a thing. Weren’t they supposed to do
thorough research before actually killing somebody? This is unlawful and unjust,” said the
lawyer.

The source who informed San San Yi’s family of her death said that it was essential for the NUG
to address such issues fully and transparently in order to prevent their recurrence.

“Our revolution has basically just started, so it’s understandable that there would inevitably be
mistakes. However, mistakes that are overlooked will lead to impunity. NUG officials must
admit their mistakes when necessary. It won’t be good in the long run if they don’t compensate
the families of the victims,” he said.

Kanbalu District is part of the NUG defence ministry’s Northern Region Military Command, one
of three regional commands that it has established in the country.

The NUG has been investigating a number of cases involving PDF troops in recent months.

In Sagaing’s Wetlet Township, the leader of the Bo Tiger People’s Defence Force, a group that is
not under the NUG’s command, accused the NUG-led Shwebo District PDF Battalion 2 of killing
several of its members in a shootout in August.

On Monday, the NUG released a statement regarding the brutal killing of a young woman by
PDF members in Sagaing’s Tamu Township.

The case came to light after a video of the woman being beaten and then shot in the back
began circulating on social media earlier this month.

In its statement, the NUG called the killing “unacceptable” and said that a “severe penalty”
would be imposed on the perpetrators if they are found guilty of violating the PDF’s code of
conduct.

https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/pdf-battalion-under-investigation-for-death-of-sagaing-
lawyer
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Myanmar junta raid and burn 20 villages over 3 days in Sagaing region
More than 10,000 fled their homes in Tigyaing township ahead of the raids.
By RFA Burmese | 2022.12.09

The remains of homes burned by junta troops in Pauk
Kone village, Tigyaing township, Sagaing region on Dec 8,
2022. Tigyaing Revolution

Junta troops stormed 20 villages in Tigyaing township
over three days this week, burning down over 400
houses as their arson campaign continued in Myanmar’s

Sagaing region.

Local residents told RFA around 300 troops took part in the campaign, prompting more than
10,000 people to abandon their homes ahead of the raids.

The latest wave of arson attacks began early on Tuesday morning when troops stormed and
burned Aung Thar Kone village. Locals said more than 1,000 people abandoned three nearby
villages on hearing about the raid.

Troops continued their raids on Wednesday and Thursday, burning homes in villages —
including 40 houses in Lay Thar Kone and Inn Tein — forcing thousands more residents to
flee.

A local, who declined to be named for security reasons, told RFA a soldier shot and killed a
man in his 80s, identified as Sein Maung, after entering Inn Tein village Thursday.

“He was planting crops in the field. He might have gone to see his sons and been shot dead.
They said the junta soldier took 400,000 Myanmar Kyat (U.5.5190) from him,” the local said.

Junta spokesman for Sagaing region Aye Hlaing, who is also the military regime’s regional
social affairs minister, told RFA he was unaware of any killings or arson and was not
authorized to speak on such issues for security reasons.

Fighting has intensified in Myanmar’s northernmost region in the 22 months since the
military toppled the country’s democratically elected government. The fighting has forced
people from their homes leading to 616,500 being displaced in Sagaing since the coup,
according to a Dec. 3 statement by the United Nations Office for the Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/sagaing-3-day-raid-12092022051044.html
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Hpakant Shelling Injures Two People
By SHAN |December 9, 2022

A novice Buddhist monk and a man were wounded by a shrapnel during clashes between the
military and the Kachin Independence Army (KIA), supported by the People’s Defence Force, in
jade-rich Hpakant Township, an area in Kachin State where the armed groups have been vying
for control of the precious metal.

The fighting broke out in Maw Pon village, also spelled Maw Bon, in the Lon Khin village tract at
around 6pm on 6 December. Both sides used light and heavy weapons, trapping residents in
their village.

People flee while fighting broke out in Hpakant.

One shell struck the man’s house, causing minor injuries,
according to a Shan woman from Hpakant town who spoke to
SHAN on condition of anonymity. The second one hit the
monastery and injured the novice monk’s arm. The wounded
civilians are receiving medical treatment in Lon Khin village.

Some of the villagers who managed to escape the violence fled to
a monastery in Hsan Hkar, but moved to Lon Khin village the
same night after the artillery fire reached the first village.
“Fortunately, the shells didn’t detonate,” a man from Lon Khin,
who doesn’t want to give his name for fear of retribution, told

el

SHAN.

The jade deposits in Hpakant are among the largest in the world and a major source of funding
for the military regime and the KIA.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/25633

Regime Fighter Jets Attack TNLA In Namhsan
By SHAN | December 9, 2022

Regime fighter jets pounded the Ta’ang National Liberation Army’s (TNLA) camp twice,
damaging civilians’ homes, while at the same time ground troops attacked it in Namhsan
Township, northern Shan State.

Six fighter jets reportedly attacked the camp at 7pm on Wednesday and two more dropped five
shells around 4am the next day, a 30-year-old man told SHAN requesting his name be withheld
for security reasons. “Fighting between the TNLA and the military is increasing in Namhsan
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Township,” he said, explaining that clashes occurred at 2pm on Wednesday and from 7pm to
10pm.

SAC air strike on TNLA base.

Several stray shells landed among Hu Meng, Ru Boung
and Kon Tha villages, damaging houses.

“Some villagers have taken shelter in Namtu while
others have gone to Lashio,” another local source, who
also requested anonymity, told SHAN. He couldn’t say
how many people were forced out of their homes by the violence or how many houses in the
area were damaged

While the regime deployed reinforcement troops from Namtu and Hsipaw townships, it
continued to shell the TLNA camp with artillery from Namhsan town.

Some observers suspect the regime has used the recent informal ceasefire negotiated with the
TNLA’s ally, the Arakan Army, in Rakhine State to attack the Ta’ang armed group in northern
Shan State.

SHAN repeatedly reached out to TNLA Brig-Gen Tar Bone Kyaw for comment, but he hadn’t
responded by press time.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/25637

Over 20 Myanmar Junta Forces Killed in Four Days of Resistance Attacks
By THE IRRAWADDY | 9 December 2022

At least 21 Myanmar junta forces were killed in the last four days as People’s Defense Force
groups escalated their attacks on regime targets across the country.

Incidents were reported in Magwe, Sagaing, Mandalay and Yangon regions.

The Irrawaddy has collected the following reports of significant attacks from PDFs.
Some military casualties could not be independently verified.

Four regime soldiers including two officers killed in PDF ambush in Magwe

At least four regime forces including two officers were killed in Pakokku Township, Magwe
Region on Monday when combined PDF groups used land mines to attack junta troops being
transported in a vehicle and on six motorbikes, Pakokku-PDF, which was involved in the attack,
said on Thursday.
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Regime forces fled from the ambush area and abandoned their damaged vehicle, which PDF
fighters later burned.

Three pro-regime militia members killed in Sagaing

Resistance group Myanmar’s Royal Dragon Army (MRDA) claimed to have killed three pro-
regime Pyu Saw Htee militia members in Pale Township, Sagaing Region on Wednesday
evening.

Four MRDA commandos ambushed three militia members patrolling outside Zee Phyu Kone
Village, the group said.

Regime forces ambushed in Sagaing

Resistance fighters of the Anti-Dictatorship
People’s Army. / DRPA

Many regime forces are believed to have been
killed and injured in Kani Township, Sagaing Region
on Wednesday when the Anti-Dictatorship
Revolution People’s Army ambushed a military
detachment of 50 troops who were chasing and attacking a fleeing resident, the PDF group
said.

The civilian detainee fled regime forces while being forced to tend cattle in pro-regime Alal
Kyun Village. The resistance fighters saved the fleeing civilian, who suffered a leg injury, and
sent him back to his own village, the PDF group said.

Three regime forces killed by PDF land mines in Sagaing

Three regime forces were killed and five injured in Monywa Township, Sagaing Region on
Wednesday when four PDF groups used land mines to ambush a military vehicle on the
Ayadaw-Monywa road, said Thapyaynyo Guerrilla Force, which coordinated the ambush.

The PDF group said it found pieces of soldiers’ hands and legs near the ambush area.
A video shot by the PDF groups shows a vehicle being hit by mines.
Military checkpoint repeatedly attacked by PDFs in Sagaing

At least three regime forces were killed in the town of Monywa, Sagaing Region on Thursday
when resistance group Lightning PDF used 40-mm explosives to attack a military checkpoint at
the entrance to the town, the PDF group said.

The military checkpoint has been raided and bombed by several local PDF groups for the past
three days.

Seven regime forces killed by PDF attacks in Sagaing

Page 9 of 52



Seven regime forces including pro-regime Pyu Saw Htee militia members were killed in Shwebo
and Depayin townships in Sagaing Region in the last two days when PDF groups attacked
regime targets, said local resistance group C&T Shwebo.

On Wednesday, four militia members were killed and six injured when PDF fighters attacked a
militia group holding a meeting at Thaung Htut Kaine Village in Shwebo Township.

On Thursday morning, three more junta troops were killed and 10 others injured near Muu
Myit Kuu Village in Depayin Township when combined PDF groups ambushed a military
detachment that looted houses and burned down several villages, claimed C&T Shwebo, which
was involved in the ambush.

Regime forces bombed by PDF drone in Sagaing

Resistance group Democratic Guerrilla Force claimed to have killed one junta soldier and
injured six others on Wednesday evening as it used a drone to bomb regime forces performing
sentry duty on the Monywa- Mandalay highway in Monywa Township, Sagaing Region.

The PDF’s aerial video shows a drone dropping a bomb on regime targets.
Regime forces attacked in Mandalay

Three junta soldiers were seriously injured in Aungmyaythazan Township in the city of
Mandalay on Thursday when an underground PDF group, Special Task Force-Mandalay, used a
grenade to attack regime forces at a ward administration office compound, the PDF group
claimed.

Regime forces were attacked while they were playing chinlone, a traditional Myanmar sport. All
PDF members escaped from the area without casualties despite regime forces randomly
opening fire.

Police station bombed in Yangon
The police station in Mingalardon, Yangon. / CJ

Underground resistance group Union of Myanmar Civil Defense
claimed it and another PDF group used a remote-controlled
bomb to attack the township police station in Yangon’s
Mingalardon on Wednesday night.

The police station is surrounded by several military facilities
including hospitals and a medical academy.

The PDF group said the police station is notorious for extorting the families of anti-regime
activist detainees and for oppressing civilians.
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After being bombed, regime forces blocked the roads and inspected civilians. Regime casualties
were unknown.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/over-20-myanmar-junta-forces-killed-in-four-days-of-
resistance-attacks.html

How the Coup Split Myanmar’s Media Landscape
By HPONE MYAT AND DAVID AUNG | 9 December 2022

The military takeover last year fractured Myanmar’s media into three distinct groups. Needless
to say, one group supports the regime while another — the country’s once mainstream but now
exiled independent media that is still reporting on the country — principally opposes military
rule.

The third group is media with military backgrounds.
Which group does the media outlet that you regularly read belong to?

Readers might feel uncomfortable browsing this article, but sometimes it’s necessary to wash
our dirty linen.

Exiled again but still independent and professional

One of the first things military dictators do after seizing power from a democratically elected
government is clamp down on independent media.

Dictators hate listening to voices criticizing their coup and the consequences of a military
takeover.

Barely a month after seizing power, Myanmar’s military regime had revoked the licenses of
Myanmar Now, 7 Day, Mizzima, DVB and Khit Thit.

Local media outlets Myitkyina News Journal (Kachin State), Delta News Agency (Ayeyarwady
Region), Tachilek News Agency (Shan State), Zayar Times News Agency (Sagaing Region),
Kantarawaddy Nes Agency (Kayah State) and Independent Mon News Agency were also
banned.

Meanwhile, the offices of media including The Irrawaddy, Mizzima and Myanmar Now were
raided by regime troops following their close coverage of the junta’s bloody crackdowns on
peaceful anti-coup protests. The Irrawaddy office in downtown Yangon was raided twice, in a
campaign of junta intimidation that is described in more detail below.

Worse still, the junta has arrested media workers for doing their jobs, turning Myanmar into
the world’s second-worst jailer of journalists after China with at least 26 behind bars, according
to Committee to Protect Journalists’ 2021 prison census.
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The bans, raids and arrests sent a clear message to the press that there is no space for
independent media under military-ruled Myanmar. Journalists went into hiding. To keep
reporting on the regime’s atrocities and the junta’s impact on the day-to-day lives of Myanmar
people, The Irrawaddy, Mizzima, DVB, Myanmar Now and others were forced to relocate to
other countries.

For The Irrawaddy, Mizzima and DVB, this marked a return to exile for the first time since 2012.
But as established independent media, they have maintained their professional journalistic
standards while wrestling with financial, legal and security issues in their host countries.

I Framed covers of issues of The Irrawaddy
| magazine. / The Irrawaddy

On the other hand, the Burmese services of Voice
of America (VOA), BBC and Radio Free Asia can
still operate in military-ruled Myanmar.

Some, however, have upset their audience with
controversial reports criticized for leaning
towards the junta following the coup last year.

For example, a VOA Burmese report on November 7 last year claimed that thousands of people
attended a junta-promoted hot air balloon festival in Mandalay’s Pyin Oo Lwin, the seat of
Myanmar’s military academies. It drew condemnation from readers as there was no evidence
of thousands of festivalgoers in the photos featured along with the report. The audience’s
anger focused not just on the story’s accuracy but also the fact that a US government-funded
broadcasting service was promoting the junta’s desperate claim that Myanmar under military
rule was back to normalcy.

In another story in May, VOA Burmese reported that “at least 180 Myanmar journalists were
sheltering in Thailand.” Though the figure was not disputable, the report amounted to leaking
information to a regime that has detained and jailed journalists since the coup, said netizens.

Democracy activists also questioned VOA’s reporting.

“We no longer take questions from VOA as we don’t like their stance,” said a leading member
of an established Myanmar rights group.

VOA is one of the few media outlets favored by junta spokesman Major-General Zaw Min Tun,
who never fails to respond to its questions and offer information, while never answering phone
calls from media operating outside the country.

As a consequence, its audience often find that VOA reports amount to regime propaganda
despite its claim of “impartiality.” The head of VOA Burmese is currently under investigation for
sexual harassment.
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BBC Burmese Service is another outlet apparently favored by the regime.

In October this year, the regime vowed to file charges against The Irrawaddy and BBC over their
coverage of a deadly shooting at Mon State’s Golden Rock Pagoda. But no action was taken
against the BBC, and Maj-Gen Zaw Min Tun continues to give interviews to the outlet as if
nothing had happened while BBC reporters are still working in the country.

R Mmooy | Regime spokesperson Maj-Gen Zaw Min Tun / The Irrawaddy

In contrast, the regime officially banned The Irrawaddy in the
same month by revoking its publishing license after the news
agency failed to parrot its official account of the Golden Rock
shooting. The ban came after lawsuits, raids, arrests and
other moves targeting the independent news agency since
the coup last year. Regime personnel arrested The
Irrawaddy’s publisher, a former photojournalist and a staff member while also raiding the home
of one of its editors.

Pro-junta media

Regime-sponsored media have mushroomed since the coup. Their reporters are regulars at
press conferences given by the military regime. They can also be found in private groups of the
junta information team.

Realizing the media’s power and influence, the military approached several outlets even before
the coup with offers of incentives and business opportunities in exchange for favorable
coverage.

There are now more than two-dozen pro-junta media outlets run by former military officials,
members of regime-friendly political parties and ultra-nationalists. They are mostly active on
social media like Facebook and post their propaganda talk shows on YouTube and Telegram.

The junta has state-owned newspapers, radio and TV stations for propaganda purposes but
people rarely pick up its papers or tune into its services. So the regime is funding other media to
tap Myanmar’s growing audience on digital platforms.

The purpose the funding of these so-called media is to drum up support for the junta, to
undermine the anti-regime movement by spreading disinformation, and to discredit
independent media coverage of the anti-regime movement — an old trick of the previous junta
to “use media to attack the media.”

The most infamous pro-junta outlet is Thuriya Nay Wun, owned by Moe Hein. Despite being a
member of the 88-Generation at the forefront of the 1988 pro-democracy uprising, Moe Hein
took sides with the dictatorship for personal interests. In return, he was handed property in
Naypyitaw, a monthly allowance, and regular funding for his media house.
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At junta press conferences, he calls for the crushing of the
shadow government National Unity Government, its
People’s Defense Force armed wing, and parliamentary

b Committee Representing Pyidaungsu Hluttaw, the group of
lawmakers elected in the 2020 general election.

He also spreads propaganda in his regular shows broadcast on junta mouthpiece Myawaddy TV
and junta-controlled state broadcaster MRTV.

Another pro-junta media is Myanmar Hard Talk, whose chief editor Aung Min is a staunch
supporter of the military and even more dogmatic than Moe Hein.

Neo Politics News Agency headed by Kyaw Myo Min, former editor-in-chief of Akone Thi media,
is regime-friendly too.

The junta can also count on People Media and its chief editor Kyaw Soe Oo.

All four of these outlets have displayed support for the military regime in video clips posted on
their Facebook pages.

The pro-junta Myanmar National Post is helmed by chief editor Naung Taw Lay and backed by
ultranationalist group Ma Ba Tha.

NHP is led by Win Oo, who was jailed under the ousted National League for Democracy (NLD)
government for vandalizing a new Yangon bus stop.

When US President Joe Biden called for democracy to be restored in Myanmar, Win Oo’s NHP
twisted Biden’s words to claim the US was merely urging the regime to hold an election as soon
as possible.

Another infamous pro-regime outlet is Bullet Journal, led by U Hla Swe. The former lawmaker
from the military’s proxy Union Solidarity and Development Party and ex- lieutenant-colonel is
notorious for badmouthing the ousted NLD and the anti-regime movement. He has openly
admitted to helping secure arms for pro-junta militias that have joined regime troops in upper
Myanmar to raid villages and loot civilian property.

Media with a military background

Myanmar media is no stranger to military affiliations and financing. Some of these outlets still
survive today.

Military involvement in today’s media dates back to 2000 and the previous junta, when then
military spy chief Lt-General Khin Nyunt and his Office of Strategic Studies (OSS) masterminded
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the launch of the Myanmar Times. Khin Nyunt is responsible for the jailing, torturing and killing
of political activists following the 1988 democracy uprising.

A pet project of the previous junta, the Myanmar Times served as the military leadership’s
mouthpiece, promoting Khin Nyunt’s faction and also Myanmar as a business-friendly country
that was not as bad as painted in exiled media outlets. The SASAKAWA foundation provided
assistance to the Times and controversial Australian editor Ross Dunkley, who was later
charged with drugs and prostitution, was hired to pump the propaganda. Certain western
diplomats also backed the Times in the vain belief it could help push political change.

An influential OSS officer named Col. Thein Swe, the righthand man of Khin Nyunt, appeared to
be actively involved in running the paper. When the Times was launched, Thein Swe told
Asiaweek that it would be “different, more flexible” than other papers. Thein Swe’s son, Sonny
Swe, who now runs Frontier Myanmar, held a 51-percent stake in the newspaper. While all
other media outlets faced draconian censorship, Myanmar Times reports just went through the
Directorate of Defense Services Intelligence (DDSI) and were approved overnight.

Col Thein Swe was later promoted to brigadier-general and headed the regime’s Military
Intelligence international relations department. He was a military attaché to the Myanmar
embassy in Bangkok in the 1990s, when he reportedly hired thugs and informants and pushed
Thai authorities to crack down on Myanmar democracy activists and journalists sheltering in
the kingdom.

Bertil Linter, who is based in Thailand and has covered Myanmar since the late 1980s, said he
was once on Thein Swe’s hit list for his reporting on the then junta.

“I confronted him over it when we met at a diplomatic function in Bangkok, and he fled the
scene,” the veteran Swedish journalist recalled.

After Khin Nyunt was purged in 2004 during Than Shwe’s crackdown on military intelligence to
maintain power, Thein Swe and his son were thrown into prison. The then regime charged
Sonny Swe for breaking censorship regulations. The Myanmar Times halted operations
following the coup in February last year.

Myanmar military intelligence officers Colonel Kyaw Thein,
left, Colonel Thein Swe, centre, and Myanmar’s number two
strongman, Colonel Kyaw Nwin consult with each other on
February, 1, 1997 before answering a journalist’s question
during the monthly government press conference. / AFP

Another longstanding media outlet still running inside
Myanmar is Popular News, which focuses on junta-related
news and ignores the resistance movement.
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Popular News is owned by Daw Nan Kalyar Win, daughter of former military dictator Than
Shwe’s confidant General Win Myint. Thanks to her family background, she landed an interview
with Min Aung Hlaing just before the 2020 general election. The military chief hinted he was
doubtful of the integrity of the poll while alleging shortcomings in election preparations.

Another outlet still tolerated by the junta is Eleven, which makes sure it avoids upsetting the
regime in reports. The Standard Time runs on a similar policy.

How long before Myanmar outlets can return?

The Irrawaddy and other media agencies that went into exile after the 1988 pro-democracy
uprising returned to Myanmar under U Thein Sein’s government in 2012.

Media played an important role in national reconciliation after democracy icon Daw Aung San
Suu Kyi entered Parliament in 2012.

However, with advertising revenues switching to social media, media agencies were already
struggling when they were hit by the COVID-19 pandemic.

After the coup last year, independent newsrooms that promote pillars of democracy like human
rights and freedom of expression were unable to operate inside the country.

After the 1988 military takeover, it took two decades before exiled media could return to
Myanmar.

No one knows how long media agencies will have to wait this time after being forced out by the
2021 coup. To answer that question, we would need to know when the military dictatorship will
end in Myanmar. One thing is sure, however: the media will return home when there is a
democratically elected government in power in Myanmar.

Hpone Myat and David Aung are local senior journalists in Myanmar.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/analysis/how-the-coup-split-myanmars-media-
landscape.html

US Approves new Myanmar Legislation to Support NUG and Resistance Forces
By THE IRRAWADDY | 9 December 2022

The United States (US) House of Representatives on Wednesday passed a compromise version
of the National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA), which pledges to provide non-military
assistance and to engage with Myanmar’s ethnic armed organizations (EAOs) and the resistance
forces collectively known as People’s Defense Forces (PDF).

The NDAA is an annual piece of legislation that lays out US defense priorities and authorizes
appropriations. The fiscal 2023 NDAA includes the modified Burma Act. or Burma Act 2022,
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which is the extensively modified version of the Burma Act 2021 previously passed by the
House of Representatives but rejected by the Senate.

In short, the act serves as a description of US policy towards Myanmar as the country struggles
for democracy, human rights and justice.

It commits the US to helping return civilian governance to Myanmar and to pursuing
accountability for human rights violations, as well as supporting anti-junta forces including
EAOs and PDFs.

What is significant about the act is that it mentions the parallel National Unity Government and
its parliamentary body, the Committee Representing Pyidaungsu Hluttaw.

The bill also authorizes support for civil society, defectors, and political prisoners, promising
funds during the fiscal years 2023 to 2027 to support the pro-democracy movement, civil
society organizations, and the political entities and affiliates of EAOs. It also allocates funds to
strengthen federalism, assist in ethnic reconciliation, protect political prisoners, encourage
military defections, and investigate and document atrocities.

In addition, the bill also commits the US to push for greater action at the United Nations against
the military regime, and also calls for holding Russia and China accountable for their support of
the junta.

The Senate is expected to pass the NDAA next week, before sending it to the White House for
President Joe Biden to sign into law. If the Burma Act is approved, Myanmar will receive help
from the US to restore democracy.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/us-approves-new-myanmar-legislation-to-support-
nug-and-resistance-forces.html

US House passes BURMA Act with new amendments

The bill, which authorises sanctions against the junta and ‘non-lethal’ aid to resistance groups,
has yet to pass the Senate before becoming law

Myanmar Now | Published on Dec 9, 2022

JREARR Ay Nyi Nyi Aung Het Naing, 24, is shot in the abdomen during an
- ‘ anti-coup protest at Hledan Junction on February 28, 2021. He
died at the scene, one of the first of hundreds of protesters killed
by the military junta (Myo Sett Paing / Myanmar Now)

The US House of Representatives approved legislation this week
that could decisively reshape future American policy toward

Myanmar if it becomes law.
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The National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA), passed on Thursday, included a newly
amended version of the BURMA Act—previously passed by the US House in April 2021—
broadening the government’s authority to impose sanctions against the coup regime and aid
Myanmar opposition and resistance groups. The authorised aid does not include arms.

Representative Gregory W. Meeks of New York, the bill’s sponsor, lauded its passage in a
statement released on Thursday.

“The inclusion of my bill, the BURMA Act, is a major victory for the people of Burma who are
fighting for democracy, and is a critical step in holding the murderous Burmese military
accountable,” he said, referring to the bill by its acronym, which stands for “Burma Unified
Through Rigorous Military Accountability.”

Keel Dietz, a Myanmar policy consultant for international nongovernmental organisation Global
Witness, wrote in a Twitter post that the amended Act’s section on sanctions “sends a good
message and expands policy options.”

It makes designations against senior army officials “mandatory” within 180 days and allows the
US to take action against international banks engaged in financial dealings with the junta.

Dietz added, however, that it includes “serious flaws.”

“l am disappointed that so many sanctions were actually separated out as ‘discretionary,”” he
wrote, emphasising the categorisation of the state-owned Myanmar Qil and Gas Enterprise in
this way. Activists and civil society organisations have long been campaigning for the entity to
be subjected to a formal boycott by nations including the US.

The amended BURMA Act, along with the NDAA, will become law only if it passes by a majority
vote in the US Congress’s upper chamber, the Senate. The NDAA is typically passed by both
chambers each year and a vote is expected in the Senate within weeks.

The earlier, unamended version of the BURMA Act passed in the House. However, the Senate
did not bring it to a vote and it did not become law.

https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/us-house-passes-burma-act-with-new-amendments

Myanmar Regime Representatives Barred From Swiss Development Summit
By THE IRRAWADDY | 9 December 2022

Switzerland has snubbed Myanmar’s military regime and barred its representatives from
attending the Global Effective Development Co-operation Summit in Geneva, following protests
from rights groups.
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The Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC), the host for the summit, had
previously invited the junta’s deputy minister of investment and foreign economic relations, Dr
Wah Wah Maung, to attend the summit virtually, along with representatives from the regime-
controlled Myanmar Permanent Mission to the United Nations (UN) in Geneva.

After confirmation of the regime’s attendance was announced, the campaign group Justice For
Myanmar (JFM) and other civil society groups urged the Swiss Government to snub the junta’s
representatives and instead invite the Permanent Representative of Myanmar to the UN, U
Kyaw Moe Tun. In a statement issued Thursday, JFM said U Kyaw Moe Tun has the authority to
represent the people of Myanmar within the UN System.

On Wednesday, in their reply to JFM via social media, the SDC stated that “the summit will be
open to representatives of governments accredited by the UN General Assembly, which is not
yet the case for Myanmar.”

JFM said in its Thursday press release that it welcomed the Swiss Government’s decision to bar
the junta from attending the summit.

“The Myanmar junta is an illegal, terrorist organization and should never have been invited in
the first place,” said Yadanar Maung, the JFM spokesperson.

“To truly stand for effective development cooperation, the summit should invite U Kyaw Moe
Tun, the Myanmar Permanent Representative to the UN and recognize and engage with the
National Unity Government (NUG) of Myanmar as an urgent priority,” she added.

The campaign group said also that the international community needs to cooperate effectively
with the NUG to support the country’s future development, in the face of its near collapse due
to the junta’s coup and its war of terror against the Myanmar people.

The summit is scheduled to be held December 12 to 14. It will involve representatives of
development providers and recipient governments, the UN Development Programme, the
Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development, multilateral development banks,
parliaments, business and civil society.

Switzerland’s government was also criticized by rights groups for providing further legitimacy to
the junta and fodder for the regime’s propaganda, following the December 5 meeting in
Naypyitaw between Tim Enderlin, the Swiss Ambassador to Myanmar, and the junta-appointed
minister of international cooperation Ko Ko Hlaing.

Faced with daily attacks from People’s Defense Forces and ethnic armed organizations, the
junta has been escalating its atrocities across the country including arbitrary and extrajudicial
killings of both civilians and resistance fighters, massacres, burning people alive, using civilian
detainees as human shields, artillery and airstrikes on civilian areas, looting and burning houses
and sexual acts of violence.
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As of Thursday, 2,565 people have been killed by the junta since last year’s coup, while 16,540
people including elected government leaders have been arrested or detained, said the
Assistance Association for Political Prisoners, a rights group that monitors deaths and arrests.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/the-world-myanmar/myanmar-regime-representatives-
barred-from-swiss-development-summit.html
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