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INTERVIEW: ‘They plan to rule with fear, but the people are no longer afraid’

The acting president of Myanmar’s shadow National Unity Government calls for unity against
the military junta.

By Khin Maung Soe for RFA Burmese | 2022.11.30

Duwa Lashi La, acting President of Myanmar's shadow National Unity
Government. Rebel Pepper

Duwa Lashi La is the acting president of Myanmar’s shadow
National Unity Government, or NUG, made up of democratically
elected lawmakers who were ousted when the military staged a
coup in February 2021.

Though the junta claims to be the legitimate government of the
people of Myanmar, the NUG claims that more than half of the
country is not under military control. Instead, it is held by a
combination of armed ethnic groups and people’s defense forces, militias formed by citizens
opposed to the junta.

In an interview with Radio Free Asia’s Khin Maung Soe, Duwa Lashi La said the key to
removing the junta from power will be a stronger unity between these groups, and the NUG
is working toward that goal.

After the military junta’s rule ends, the NUG advocates the formation of a transitional
government that would prepare Myanmar to become a democratic nation.

The interview has been edited for length and clarity.

RFA: The National Unity Government has been waging a resistance war against the military
junta for more than a year. How do you assess the current situation of the revolution?

Duwa Lashi La: Our revolution has been going on just a little over a year but we have done a
lot. We have been very successful because of the people’s will to cooperate with, and take
part in, this resistance. For example, with the people’s help, our people’s defense forces
have retained 60 percent of the territory in the country. That’s a success for us all.

Next, we have had a lot of success in cooperating with our allies. Our allied EROs [ethnic
revolutionary organizations, another term for ethnic armed organizations, or EAOs] helped
us organize and train all our PDF forces. That’s why we thank them a lot.

Many other actions are really encouraging. The people of Myanmar have been supporting us
financially, a big help, indeed.

Our success is mainly due to the willingness and participation of the people of Myanmar
both in the country as well as in various countries around the world. Though we have had
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much success, there are still many challenging tasks. We are still unable to ensure the flow
of orders to all our troops and there should be one chain of command that everyone follows.
We must continue to strive for such unity. We must also train and teach morality for our
soldiers to ensure a high level of military discipline. | hope that only after fulfilling such
needs, we will have a real military that protects our people.

Another issue is that the NUG has not been able to equip the growing number of People’s
Defense Forces with adequate supplies of weapons and ammunition. | would like to appeal
to the people of Myanmar to continue to support us and to the international community to
continue to sympathize with the situation in our country, as we alone cannot fulfill our
needs of food, shelter, medicine, healthcare and other necessities.

RFA: We are now in the second year of this resistance. What does the NUG have planned to
advance the cause?

Duwa Lashi La: Learning from the experience we gained in the first year, we have laid down
some more goals for this year. Some of them are to forcefully urge the international
community to recognize us and strengthen the unity of our people even more.

In addition to these crucial tasks, we have also planned some other strategic goals. We are
working on total transparency to let the people and the international community clearly
understand what we are fighting for. We are working really hard to present a transitional
constitution which we are calling the "TC.” Once we present that, our roadmap is going to be
clearly understood by the people and the international community and we will gain more
momentum.

Another important thing to know is that the military junta is already wavering. They have
nothing more up their sleeve but to hold a sham election and they have already announced
one. It is very important for our people and the international community to oppose and
disapprove their sham election in 2023, knowing that it is merely a set up. We are also
working on a project to address this issue.

One more thing is that the NUG is trying to work together in a more united and strategic way
with the resistance forces.

If these efforts are successful, | have hope that the NUG will achieve these goals over the
next year.

RFA: What is the NUG’s situation in cooperating with the ethnic armed organizations?

Duwa Lashi La: The cooperation between the NUG and the ethnic armed organizations is of
prime importance. We have codified this fact in our charter. Political parties, Civil Society
Organizations and ethnic armed organizations are the backbone of our nation. That’s why, to
work in conformity with the EAOs [ethnic armed organizations] and to network with them is
a major strength of our revolution. So, we will always engage with them and work together.
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| would like to let everyone know that there are strong armed groups that have been active
since the start of the revolution and some followed not long after and a large percentage of
them are working in connection with the NUG in fighting against the military junta.

However, there are some EROs [ethnic revolutionary organizations] that are not working
with us yet but we are trying to connect with them. Our beliefs are based on all-inclusiveness
and that is why we are always trying to connect with all the EAOs in this revolution. In doing
so, we publicly connect with some of them and privately others for discussion.

Thanks to the EAOs, we were able to form the people’s defense forces and receive military
training. On behalf of the NUG, | would like to express my gratitude to the EROs for their
great help. There are still many challenges ahead. | would like to say that we need to engage
and work with the EROs that have not yet been strongly involved, to continue rebuilding our
country.

RFA: We have seen the NUG working with some of the ethnic armed organizations but not
with others. Is the NUG working covertly with some, and if not, will the NUG pursue
relationships with those other organizations?

Duwa Lashi La: As | said earlier, we are working for the inclusion of all people in Myanmar.
It’s also in accordance with our charter. So when we are connecting and cooperating to make
sure that everyone is included, we publicly connect with some and privately network with
some other groups. What | can earnestly say is that the NUG is engaged with all the EAOs.
We believe that they will decisively participate in our cause and work together with us. In
doing so, the NUG has since the beginning formed a committee to network with our allies, as
we believe that all will come together and we are working on that. That is why, | would like
to say that we are now in a position to be able to form military regions and carry out our
projects successfully.

Smoke and flames rise from Thantlang, in Chin state,
where more than 160 buildings were destroyed by
Myanmar junta, according to local media. “It is well
known that the military junta has always terrorized the
people for maintaining its power throughout its history,”
Duwa Lashi La says. Credit: AFP

i RFA: The military junta is torturing people and burning
down villages. How do you assess these issues?

Duwa Lashi La: It is well known that the military junta [and previous juntas] have always
terrorized the people to maintain their power throughout history. They tortured people in
1962 and 1988 in similar fashion. They still use the same methods now in the era since the
2021 coup. Although the people of Myanmar protested peacefully in the streets to
demonstrate that the coup was not in accordance with their will, and that they wanted to
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live in a democratic way, the junta did not care and has continued to persecute—and even kill
them—to this very day.

More than 2,500 innocent people have been killed so far, as we all know. More than 13,000
people have been detained and imprisoned. The junta even killed some of them by giving
them death sentences. What is even worse is that the junta bombed, torched and destroyed
more than 30,000 homes across in the whole country especially in the Sagaing and Magway
regions.

This is their method. They plan to rule with fear, but the people are no longer afraid. The
people know that they will die under military rule with or without fear, especially the young
generation, the ones we call Generation Z. They are leading our revolution with the mindset
that what should not be feared should not be feared and that is particularly why our
revolution is very forceful and strong.

We are doing our best to encourage all of the people of Myanmar to participate in the
revolution. This is a revolution for the entire country and we will definitely win. That’s why
we have announced that it is a revolution that includes all people from all walks of life, from
every corner of the country.

RFA: What do you think is the most important factor in the success of this revolution?

Duwa Lashi La: What is essential is the role of leadership to unite the whole country. To work
toward that end, it will take a strong leadership to unite the NUG, the Committee
Representing Pyidaungsu Hluttaw, the National Unity Consultative Council and all the EAOs
to come together and work together with a mutual understanding towards a common goal.

People are participating in unity now. They even risk their lives for the cause. But like | said
earlier, since it is a revolution, we need to arm ourselves, something we haven’t been able to
do sufficiently.

Again, | have to say that our resistance soldiers in large numbers do not have enough food,
shelter, medicine and healthcare and technologies. Therefore, | would like to urge the
people of Myanmar and the countries with humanitarian sense to help us fulfill our needs.

We now know that, according to the United Nations, 1.4 million Myanmar people have fled
their homes due to the brutality of the military junta. To help that many people with food,
we need assistance. Our revolution would see faster success, if we get that kind of help.

RFA: Once the last battle is fought and the junta is removed from power, what then? How
will the country be governed immediately after? How will Myanmar be returned to
democratic rule?

Duwa Lashi La: After removing the military junta from the position of power, a transitional
authority will be established. During that transitional period, a constitution in accordance
with the charter will have to be drafted together in order to form a new democratic nation.
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A public conference involving all ethnic groups will be convened to discuss the new
constitution and create a roadmap for the future of Myanmar. In the transition period, we
will have to make sure that each state and region draft their own constitution and agree on
what they want, which way they want to go and what is important for them.

In the transitional period, we will have to discuss and agree on the issue of responsible
authority as our ethnic people have been subject to injustice and unlawful treatments for
many years. We will have to make sure that we have a responsible authority in the future
where we will all be in a position to self-govern our regions with our own suitable laws. Only
then can we build a new peaceful and prosperous nation that we aim to achieve. | do believe
that it is possible. We can really do that.

RFA: What do you want to say to the people of Myanmar?

Duwa Lashi La: The mindset that we will no longer let the military dictatorship continue
needs to be very strong. It is very important for us to fight against the junta together in
unity, regardless of our differences such as ethnicity, religion, gender and financial status.
The people’s financial support and the use of technology play a crucial role in our revolution.
There is some possibility that these supporters become unmotivated

But a revolution cannot be unmotivated. | would like to say to the people of Myanmar that
we have to work together, with a strong sense of resistance and in total unity. Only then can
we successfully remove the military junta.

Translated by Myo Min Aung. Written in English by Eugene Whong.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/nug-11302022125713.html

Myanmar’s Civilian President Warns NUG Ministers not to Raise False Hopes
By THE IRRAWADDY | 30 November 2022

Myanmar’s civilian National Unity Government (NUG) Acting President Duwa Lashi La cautioned
ministers and deputies on Tuesday not to raise false hopes among the Myanmar people.

“We cannot forget that the citizens of Myanmar, both at home and abroad, are the primary
source of support for the revolution and that it is difficult for governments that lack the support
of the public to survive long-term,” Duwa Lashi La told the NUG’s cabinet on Tuesday.

The acting president told cabinet members that while it is important to gather public support
and admiration, they need to restrain themselves from raising expectations that don’t match
reality.

His warning came after some NUG ministers and deputy ministers drew criticism for
extravagant or irrelevant public comments such as boasting about how resistance fighters have
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access to sophisticated arms like anti-aircraft weapons, or saying that the revolution is going to
be won quickly and that resistance forces are preparing to launch attacks on towns, so civilians
need to prepare emergency supplies.

A few NUG ministers have been condemned for making comments on issues outside their
official remit, especially comments on defense and military strategy issues.

Duwa Lashi La has previously reminded ministers and deputies to stay grounded and not to toy
with public opinion or let themselves become detached from the realities of the situation in
Myanmar.

The majority of Myanmar’s people regard the NUG as their legitimate government. The NUG
was formed in April last year and is largely made up of elected lawmakers from the ousted
National League for Democracy government and their ethnic minority allies. Some NUG officials
are operating outside Myanmar working to achieve diplomatic recognition for the NUG, while
others operate inside the country.

With no material support from the international community, the NUG is entirely dependent on
public donations to fund the revolution.

The military regime has branded the NUG a terrorist organization.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmars-civilian-president-warns-nug-ministers-
not-to-raise-false-hopes.html

Anti-regime groups attack army convoy near Indian border

Resistance forces based in northern Sagaing claim the convoy was transporting arms imported
from India

Khin Yi Yi Zaw | Published on Nov 30, 2022

A junta convoy suspected of carrying weapons from India was hit repeatedly by anti-regime
forces in northern Sagaing Region over the weekend, according to resistance sources.

The attacks, which began near the village of Mya Lay Taung in Tamu Township on Saturday,
targeted the 13-vehicle convoy as it travelled south along the Indian border on the road from
Tamu to Kalay, the sources said.

An alliance of local resistance groups used explosives, drones, and heavy weapons against the
convoy, according to an officer of the Kalay People’s Defence Force (PDF), one of the groups
that took part in the fighting.

“Our explosives destroyed the road as well as two of the military trucks, and we also fired
60mm mortars at them,” said the Kalay PDF officer, describing a second attack on Sunday.
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The first clash, which began near Mya Lay Taung at around 10:30am on Saturday, lasted about
three hours and left at least three junta soldiers dead and several others injured, he said.

A security checkpoint set up farther south, at the intersection with the road to the village of
Yazagyo, near the border with Chin State, was also attacked on Saturday, according to a
member of one of the groups involved.

“Our explosives weren’t working and we couldn’t match the firepower of the convoy, so we
attacked the checkpoint instead,” said Wai Gyi, an officer of a Kalay-based group called the
Harmonious Northern Brotherhood.

He added that the resistance forces were forced to withdraw after the military started firing
back with heavy artillery, injuring two members of the anti-regime alliance involved in the
attack.

The convoy, which was carrying around 100 soldiers, was targeted because it was believed to
be transporting weapons from India, resistance sources told Myanmar Now.

Local defence teams attack a junta convoy in northern
Sagaing Region on November 26 (Supplied)

When contacted, however, the Indian government
rejected reports that the country was in any way
involved in arming the Myanmar military.

“There has not been any supply of arms from India. The
news reports are false and we categorically reject the claims of recent incidents in Tamu being
connected to any supplies from India,” the Indian embassy in Yangon said in response to a
request for comment.

The embassy’s political section also pointed out that fighting in Myanmar has impacted its
neighbour.

Recent clashes have “resulted in over 50,000 citizens of Myanmar crossing over into India,
mostly in Mizoram and Manipur,” it said, referring to two Indian states bordering Sagaing
Region and Chin State.

Earlier this month, the government of Manipur extended a ban on travel through a major
border gateway to prevent “illegal entry of Myanmar nationals.”

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/anti-regime-groups-attack-army-convoy-near-indian-
border
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Armed conflict destroyed 526 houses in Sagaing and Magway regions and Chin and Kachin
states in 2022

PUBLISHED 30 NOVEMBER 2022 | EMG

A total of 526 houses were destroyed by fire due to armed conflict
in Sagaing and Magway regions and Chin and Kachin states in 2022,
announced the information team of the State Administration

- Council (SAC) on November 29.

e — According to a statement, 248 houses in Sagaing Region, 28 houses
in Magway Region, 220 houses in Chin State and 30 houses in Kachin State were destroyed by
fire due to armed conflict in 2022.

On November 27, 40 houses were destroyed by fire due to the armed conflict between the
Tatmadaw and the KIA and PDFs in Inkyingone Village, Htigyaing Township, Sagaing Region, it
said.

On November 26, 40 homes, six hand tractors, one threshing machine, 20 motorcycles, two
generators and paddy were destroyed by fire in Supoke Village, Htigyaing Township, according
to a statement from the SAC.

It stated that the security forces are investigating and identifying those who committed the
above events in order to be able to take effective action in accordance with the law.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/armed-conflict-destroyed-526-houses-in-sagaing-and-
magway-regions-and-chin-and-kachin-states-in

Myanmar Military Claims Control of Strategic Road in Karen State
By THE IRRAWADDY | 30 November 2022

Myanmar’s military regime has said that it has taken back control of the Myawaddy-Waw Lay
road in Karen State near the border with Thailand. However, local resistance groups insist that
junta forces don’t have complete control over the strategic road.

On Monday, the Myanmar military claimed to have recaptured areas including Falu and Thay Baw Boe
along the Myawaddy-Waw Lay road that had been occupied by resistance forces since May.

People’s Defense Forces (PDF) led by the Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA), including
drone units, have been fighting fierce battles with regime troops attempting to recapture the
Thay Baw Boe camp since November 21. Resistance fighters were forced to retreat after junta
forces employed helicopter gunships and a multiple rocket launcher system.

Their retreat means that junta soldiers now have direct access to Sone Se Myaing Village, the
base of the pro-regime Democratic Karen Benevolent Army.
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Commander Major Saw Win Myint of local PDF VENOM said: “They [regime forces] may be able
to travel up to Sone Se Myaing. But it is impossible for them to have effective control of the
road. It is not yet a military victory for them. We can fight back at any time. We have taken up
arms because we don’t like this system and we will continue to fight. We will do what it takes to
fight back.”

A commander from another Myawaddy Township PDF said: “The regime would say that just for
propaganda purposes. It is not true that they now have total control of the area. Fighting will
break out again. We have only moved out for fear that the villages in the area will be hurt a lot.
Our core strength was not hurt.”

Nine junta soldiers were killed in the fighting between November 21 and 24, while three
resistance fighters died and another eight were injured, according to local PDF Cobra Column.

Junta airstrikes have caused significant civilian casualties in the over one year of fighting
between regime forces and resistance groups along the Myawaddy-Waw Lay road. Tens of
thousands of residents have been displaced and forced to take refuge in the forest or to flee
across the border to Thailand.

PDFs took control of the Myawaddy-Waw Lay road in May after seizing Thay Baw Boe camp.

Since June, junta battalions under the 44" Light Infantry Division and the Tanintharyi Region-
based 13™ Military Operations Command have carried out attacks along the road to retake
their lost bases, supported by airstrikes.

“It is just a political ploy to announce that they [the regime] have taken control of the road. It is
impossible for them to control the road permanently. We will fight them,” said VENOM'’s Major
Saw Win Myint.

KNLA units, PDFs and the Kaw Thoo Lei Army led by Major-General Saw Nerdah Mya are still
active in areas along the Myawaddy-Waw Lay road and clashes could erupt at any time.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/myanmar-military-claims-control-of-
strategic-road-in-karen-state.html

KNLA abandons base following junta airstrikes, vows reclaim site through guerrilla warfare

The Karen ethnic armed organisation is forced by aerial attacks to leave a post in Myawaddy
Township it had seized from the Myanmar military months earlier

Linn Htin / May Yu | Published on Nov 30, 2022

The Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA) was forced to withdraw from the Thay Baw Boe
base in Karen State’s Myawaddy Township this week after a series of aerial attacks by the
Myanmar army.
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Captured soldiers and seized weapons are seen after the
KNLA attack on the Thay Baw Boe junta base in May
(Cobra Column)

In May, Karen forces seized the post from the military,
located near the Thaung Yin River along the Thai-
Myanmar border in southern Myawaddy’s Waw Lay

e . region, reportedly killing five soldiers, including the base’s
deputy commander six more troops were captured alive. There were said to have been at least
three casualties on the KNLA’s side.

The junta’s recent attempt to regain control of the base began on Sunday and involved several
airstrikes and the firing of multiple rounds of heavy artillery, according to Lt-Col Saw Yan Naing,
commander of the KNLA’s 27th Battalion.

“We didn’t retreat because we were losing, like rumours have suggested. We still have our men
around that base and we can still get it back under our control using guerrilla tactics,” he told
Myanmar Now.

The Cobra Column, an anti-junta guerrilla force under the command of the KNLA’s 27th
Battalion, operates around Thay Baw Boe, along the road connecting Waw Lay to Myawaddy
town.

After losing the base in question to the allied resistance forces six months ago, the military tried
to reclaim Thay Baw Boe in early July, reportedly bringing in troops from Light Infantry Division
44 in Kyaikhto, Mon State, and the Military Operations Command No. 13 in Tanintharyi Region.

The KNLA’s Lt-Col Saw Yan Naing told Myanmar Now that junta soldiers had been recently
deployed in several locations along the Myawaddy-Waw Lay road and that the military council
had been attempting to install its administrative mechanism in the towns of Waw Lay and Su Ka
Li.

The Myanmar army is expected to send more reinforcements to the area, another KNLA officer
said.

More than 2,000 residents from the Thay Baw Boe area fled their homes due the junta’s recent
heavy artillery fire, seeking refuge along the shores of the Thaung Yin River.

A local administrator said that a military tactical officer had urged the displaced persons to
return to the village, insisting that it was safe to do so. Junta propaganda outlets also
encouraged Thay Baw Boe locals to go back to their homes, reporting that its forces had
regained control of the Waw Lay area.

Thay Baw Boe had previously been under the control of the KNLA until it was seized by the
Myanmar military in the 1990s.
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Over 20 Myanmar Regime Forces Killed in Three Days of Resistance Attacks
By THE IRRAWADDY | 30 November 2022

At least 21 regime forces were killed in the last three days as People’s Defense Force groups
(PDFs) continued to attack regime targets across the country.

Incidents were reported in Sagaing, Magwe, Bago and Tanintharyi regions.

The Irrawaddy has collected the following reports of significant attacks from PDFs.
Some military casualties could not be independently verified.

Seven junta soldiers killed in PDF ambush in Sagaing

Seven regime troops were killed and many others injured in Kanbalu Township, Sagaing Region
on Tuesday when eight PDF groups used land mines to ambush a military detachment of 150
soldiers heading to villages, said Local Lark Guerrilla Revolution Force, which joined the attack.

Following the mine ambush, a 45-minute clash broke out between the combined PDF groups
and the regime forces. Three PDF fighters suffered injuries, the resistance group said.

Military flotilla ambushed in Sagaing

L | . . . .re
m f Resistance forces take part in an operation to ambush a military

flotilla in Sagaing Region. / Black Rangers Force

Four regime forces were killed and eight injured in the Chindwin
River in Monywa Township, Sagaing Region on Monday when a
dozen PDF groups ambushed a military flotilla of 10 vessels
including barges carrying aviation fuel, according to the resistance

groups.

A resistance group said the fighters had to wait for three days on a river bank to ambush the
flotilla.

A PDF video shows resistance forces cooperating to ambush the flotilla with both heavy
explosives and firearms.

Five regime forces killed by PDF land mines in Sagaing

At least five junta soldiers are believed to have been killed and many others injured in Wetlet
Township, Sagaing Region on Monday when two PDF groups used two heavy land mines to
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ambush 70 regime troops departing Thar Nar Village, said Black Wolf Army, which coordinated
the attack.

Improvised land mines with photos of a leader of Black Wolf
PDF who was killed during clashes in Khin U Township. / Black
Wolf PDF

All PDF troops escaped from the ambush site without
casualties.

The ambush was carried out in response to the deaths of five PDF members in regime attacks
and air strikes in Monhla Village in Khin U Township on Nov. 23, the PDF group said.

Junta soldier killed in urban attack in Sagaing

One member of a regime motorbike patrol was killed and three others seriously injured in the
town of Salingyi in Sagaing Region on Tuesday when four PDF groups used land mines to attack
the patrol, claimed the Myanmar Revolution Army, which was involved in the urban attack.

Three regime troops killed in PDF ambush in Tanintharyi

Local resistance group King Cobra Force claimed to have killed three regime forces in Palaw
Township, Tanintharyi Region on Monday when it used two land mines to ambush a military
convoy near Kyae Village.

The group urged people to stay away from regime forces due to potential attacks.
Regime forces bombed by PDF drones in Magwe

Some junta forces are believed to have been killed and injured in Pakokku Township, Magwe
Region on Monday when three PDF groups used four drones to bomb regime forces stationed
at Anouk Hpone Kan Village, said Earthquake People’s Defense Force, which was involved in the
drone strikes.

The group said it used six bombs to target regime forces and a regime camp in the village. An
aerial video shows drones dropping bombs on regime targets in the village.

Junta-appointed village administrator assassinated in Bago

An entrance to the town of Htantabin, Bago Region. /
Bago Region PDF

Junta-appointed village administrator and former soldier
U Aung Win was assassinated by a local PDF group in Kin
Moon Chone Village in Htantabin Township, Bago Region
on Sunday, said Bago Region PDF.
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The victim was notorious for oppressing residents and was active in implementing the regime’s
rules, the PDF group said.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/over-20-myanmar-regime-forces-
killed-in-three-days-of-resistance-attacks.html

Myanmar Food Security Threatens Regional Stability

BY TEACIRCLEOXFORD | POSTED ON_NOVEMBER 30, 2022

Yu Yu Htay discusses food weaponization and how the state of food production in post-coup
Myanmar is leading to domestic hunger and undermining the regional food basket.

Photo credit: Yu Yu Htay
The global problem of conflict and food insecurity

Conflict and food insecurity are intertwined: when one takes
place, the other one usually follows. Several economic,
environmental, political, or religious factors underlie armed
conflicts. Every armed conflict bears tremendous human and
environmental costs, but disruptions to food production and
supply are often felt most immediately, with significant repercussions and flow-on effects. It is
common that conflict-affected populations experience persistent hunger in the post-conflict
setting as it takes time to reconstruct basic infrastructures, such as irrigation systems, roads,
and marketplaces needed for the agricultural sector to operate.

When a civil war sparks between two or more warring parties, it has direct and indirect impacts
on food and economic insecurity as well as environmental destruction. In Myanmar, opposing
nationalisms, a fight for self-determination, and struggles over ethnic identity prolonged a civil
war. The government brought to power by a military coup was characterized by its corrupt
ruling regime, a lack of power-sharing, centralized political administration, and an ineffective
constitution—all factors leading to the emergence of a civil war. The dominant warring party,
the Myanmar military (Sit-Tat/Tatmadaw) seized land and controlled food to weaken
opposition forces, especially culturally and politically marginalized groups. Deploying ‘scorched
earth’ tactics are deliberately used in such wars. In a conflict state such as Myanmar, the sharp
decline in food production is a result of the destruction of rural infrastructure, loss of livestock,
deforestation, and the use of landmines and displacement. Consequently, countries heavily
reliant on food exports from Myanmar are most vulnerable to this impact.

Introduction to Myanmar and the February 2021 Coup

Myanmar, a resource-rich and ethnically diverse country, has one of the longest civil wars in the
world. Many ethnic groups have been fighting for self-determination since independence in
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1948. The country experienced several military coups and was under authoritarian regimes. In
2010, it embarked on a political transition where a series of reforms were launched under a
guasi-civilian government. In 2016, Myanmar had its first civilian government. Unfortunately,
those days were short-lived and followed by a military coup took place in February 2021.

Myanmar is an agricultural-based country. The sector employs 70% of the rural population, and
farmers play an important role in state-making. Their livelihoods, similarly, are the engine
driving growth for rural development. Myanmar is also a major food supplier for neighbouring
countries such as China, Thailand, Bangladesh and India.

There has been considerable resistance to Myanmar’s military in the months since the coup.
Civilians took to the street in mass protests and stopped using government facilities and
services. Schools were shut down, and government servants joined the Civil Disobedience
Movement (CDM). Boycotts were implemented against the military and military-back
businesses. The international community also imposed targeted sanctions in response to the
coup. Following a series of events, the economic, health, and financial sectors came close to
collapse and unemployment surged. Myanmar’s youth or ‘Generation Z’ took up arms and
established the People’s Defense Force (PDF) to uproot the junta regime.

This article discusses how the junta weaponizes food to weaken pro-democracy forces,
deploying ‘scorched earth’ tactics to cause a sharp decline in food production, resulting in local
starvation and threatening the regional food supply system. First, | explore the food supply
chain mechanism in Myanmar. | highlight how policies related to food are developed in favour
of generating government revenue, and at the expense of farmers’ welfare. Second, the article
discusses the impact of the current country-wide conflict on hunger, specifically the way the
junta uses food as a weapon against its opposition. Third, it looks at the state of food
production in Myanmar and its impact on regional food security. | conclude by sharing some
thoughts on how regional partners should hold the State Administration Council (SAC)
accountable for atrocities committed.

Food supply chain mechanisms and the state in Myanmar

Myanmar’s food supply system has always been tightly controlled by the state. Land and
agricultural policies have long determined farmers’ welfare and food accessibility. Burma’s first
military coup in 1962, led by Ne Win, introduced the ‘Burmese Way to Socialism.” Under the
socialist system, farmers were forced to sell their farm products at low government-set prices
as the government wanted to gain foreign exchange reserves through rice exports. As a result,
farmers could not boost productivity, let alone scrape by for their own survival. This form of
political intervention pushed them to sell rice on the black market. As food prices skyrocketed,
village populations fell into extreme poverty. Due to the miscalculated economic strategy of the
Ne Win government, Myanmar encountered economic stagnation and landed in the Least
Developed Country list by 1987. The food crisis contributed to an uprising in 1988 —this mass
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protest was brutally cracked down by General Than Shwe, the then-leader of the State Peace
Development Council (SPDC).

The SPDC introduced the “Burmese Way to Capitalism” to recover the economy. Under this
system, farmers were forced to take credit, which they paid back in the form of fixed portions
of rice. This system ultimately trapped farmers in cycles of debt. Consequently, there was

a sharp decline in purchasing power. People in hilly regions, such as Bago Yoma range, Shan
Plateau and Arakan Yoma range, suffered the most as they had no alternative livelihoods. The
State continued to control the food supply system, which suffered from major deficiencies in
the distribution of food and further exacerbated political instability.

Ethnic conflict and oppression smouldered for years in various parts of the country. Fast
forward to 2010, with a vision to hold nationwide ceasefire talks, the military-backed quasi-
civilian government introduced a series of reforms, including the controversial Foreign Direct
Investment (FDI) law. Many farmlands were officially seized under the pro-business FDI law.
Against a backdrop of a decades-long civil war and lack of concrete political settlements with
ethnic groups, many issues remained unsolved under the 2016 elected government.

When the coup took place in February 2021, in a speech delivered in January 2022 by SAC
Chairman Min Aung Hlaing, the idea of exporting rice to earn foreign income was once again
put on the table. He impressed that “efforts must be made to achieve success in the yield of 100
baskets of paddy per acre. If so, paddy rice can be exported to earn foreign income. Local
farmers will have increased income which will contribute to the better local circulation of
money.”

Drawing on examples from Myanmar’s history of state policies and practices in the food and
agricultural sector, it’s clear that military regimes of the past have prioritized generating foreign
income from the sale of rice and other agricultural products to serve their own profits, rather
than fostering the welfare of people and farmers. Deploying a centralized approach to control
the food supply chain, the military regime is positioning itself to further weaponize food against
its opponents and ordinary citizens in a bid to remain in power.

The impact of conflict on hunger and the junta’s use of hunger as a weapon

The coup has threatened food security in urban and peripheral areas, albeit in different ways.
The combination of inflation, skyrocketing food prices and Covid-19 threatens access to quality
food for most urban and rural populations. In urban areas, food insecurity and the rising
unemployment rate has also contributed to rising criminal activity. As the prices of
commodities increased sharply, the SAC has allowed trade associations to sell subsidised
cooking oil in urban areas like Yangon. The urban poor line up for long hours to buy supplies at
a lower price. The military has forced people to struggle for survival, so much so that they do
not have time to deal with politics.
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In rural areas, organized crime committed by the military includes destroying crops, stealing
livestock and confiscating civilian property to weaken revolutionary resistance. International
emergency food providers are not permitted to reach the most vulnerable displaced
populations. Moreover, the State Administration Council (SAC) has started to block
transportation routes (e.g., to Rakhine, Chin,Magwe, Sagaing and Thanintharyi) where there is
ongoing intense fighting and local people are experiencing a severe shortage of food supplies.

This is not the first time the junta has weaponized food to serve themselves. The notorious
‘Four Cuts’ policy was introduced in the 1960s to fight against the Communist Party of Burma
(CBP) and Karen National Union (KNU). This policy cut off food supplies to ethnic armed groups,
along with funds, news, and new recruits. Local people living in ethnic areas fighting for self-
determination have borne the brunt of this policy, resulting in high mortality rates during the
‘Four Cuts’ campaign.

This pattern of starvation continues to persist. In 2008, in order not to let the world see the
regime’s preparation for a national referendum, the Tatmadaw banned most international
relief efforts from entering the country when Cyclone Nargis left a trail of devastation in its
wake. The cyclone wiped out food reserves, and as the authorities failed to provide for
survivors, the death toll reached an astounding 140,000 people. In 2017, the Tatmadaw cut off
food supplies to conflict-affected marginalized Rohingya communities. This was carried out by
the state with the intention to starve particular ethnic groups, and under the Rome Statutes of
the International Criminal Court, it is considered a ‘crime against humanity’ and an act of
genocide.

According to data for Myanmar (D4M) from 25 August 2022, a total of 28,434 houses were
burned down by the military junta. A majority of casualties are located

in Sagaing and Magway—both important hubs for the production of pulses and other food
crops. The impact of this attack, once again, drove a sharp decline in production. These
atrocities displaced farmers and transformed paddy fields into battlefields. As armed conflict
breaks out across the country, there is no doubt that the whole supply chain has been severely
disrupted.

Impacts of the conflict on regional food security

Food trade patterns directly correlate to the domestic food supply in various export countries.
As Myanmar is a2 major exporter of rice to China and dried leguminous vegetables (DLV) to
India, disruptions in trade also threaten those who rely on its supply to meet domestic
consumption. The India-Myanmar border trade was supposed to resume after two years of
Covid-19 restrictions, with many traders welcoming the opening of the border as it reduced
smuggling activities in the borderlands. However, traders face great security concerns over
trade routes as fighting intensifies in Myanmar’s border regions (such as Sagaing, where Kalay
and Tamu towns are located). People fear that if the border opening is put off till 2023, this will
have a negative impact on essential food supplies in India. Due to a lack of transparency and
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accountability during oppressive military regimes in the past, the data for exports of goods and
services from Myanmar has remained undocumented. According to food trade data available
from 2000 onwards, there has been a steady increase in demand for food products from
Myanmar destined for China, Cambodia, India, Thailand, and other countries. It is important to
note that the credibility of the data is hard to assess since it has been managed by different
government administrations over the years.

How regional partners should hold SAC accountable for atrocities

Historical and contemporary examples from Myanmar demonstrate that various military
regimes have consistently weaponized food to achieve their political agendas. Today, the junta
continues to overlook the food insecurity challenges civilians face in the country. Controlling
the profits of rice exports, the regime prioritizes generating foreign income to consolidate its
own power. There is another way to interpret the trade deals between the junta and
neighbouring countries: the junta is attempting to develop a niche market and control larger
supply chains, thereby forging cooperation with like-minded allies to gain support and
legitimacy.

If regional counterparts are serious about addressing the rapid onset of food insecurity, they
must acknowledge the root causes of today’s political crisis. Prolonged hostilities not only drive
domestic hunger but also undermine regional food security, especially in countries reliant upon
Myanmar’s agricultural products. Therefore, regional counterparts should make all possible
efforts to restore basic human rights and stability in Myanmar and enhance collaboration with
governments that are finding ways to end the vicious cycle of hunger and war.

Yu Yu Htay is a development practitioner from Burma with experience in IDPs’ issues, public
health, food security and livelihood, and transboundary water governance. She holds MSc.
Violence, Conflict, and Development from SOAS, University of London.
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Traders hope that highway from Indian border will be re-opened following ceasefire
By Mizzima | 30 November 2022

Traders hope that the Ahngumaw to Maungdaw highway in Rakhine State will be opened,
following the recent ceasefire agreement between the junta and the Arakan Army (AA).

Trade from Bangladesh coming into Myanmar at Maungdaw has been suspended for three
months following the closure of the road because of fighting.

The junta closed the highway on 13 August after skirmishes on the highway near Cheinkyarli
Village. It also banned villagers from villages on the highway travelling to other villages on the
highway.
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A trader said: “People lose their livelihoods when there is no trade.”

When the Ahngumaw to Maungdaw highway is shut, goods from Rakhine State and other parts
of Myanmar cannot get to the border trading post in Maungdaw.

The closing of the road meant that traders had to suspend their business and incurred huge
losses. Other workers who also rely on the border trade for their livelihoods had no work and as
a consequence suffered because they were not earning enough.

According to rumours circulating the Ahngumaw to Maungdaw highway will be re-opened on
30 November, but a trader based in Maungdaw said that he had received no official notification
from the relevant authorities saying that the highway would re-open.

https://mizzima.com/article/traders-hope-highway-indian-border-will-be-re-opened-following-
ceasefire

Bangladesh and Myanmar Junta Agree to Tackle Border ‘Terrorism’
By MUKTADIR RASHID | 30 November 2022

Dhaka — Bangladesh and Myanmar have reportedly agreed to tackle border “terrorist” groups,
share intelligence and hold joint patrols to end crime and maintain peace.

“We will start joint patrols very shortly,” Border Guards Bangladesh (BGB) chief Major General
Shakil Ahmed told the Dhaka media on Tuesday after returning from Naypyitaw.

He said the security situation in Rakhine State is improving following last week’s truce between
the Arakan Army (AA) and the junta.

A Bangladeshi source said the junta was in talks at the same time last week with the AA and the
delegation from Dhaka.

Shakil met Major General Aung Naing Thu, deputy chief of the regime’s police force, who
reportedly urged coordinated border patrols to counter threats from “terrorist groups”.

Shakil expressed grave concerns over border security and urged his counterpart to act.

Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army (ARSA) commander Ataullah abu Ammar Jununi was
purportedly discussed at the talks.

ARSA was accused of killing Bangladeshi Directorate General of Forces Intelligence officer
Rizwan Rushdee and injuring others during an anti-smuggling operation on the border on
November 14. ARSA has not commented on the incident.

“It is not only ARSA or RSO [the Rohingya Solidarity Organisation]...we will not tolerate any
terrorist activities on our soil,” Shakil said.
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Bangladesh underlined its zero-tolerance policy on sheltering insurgents or separatists from its
neighbors.

A BGB statement said the two sides agreed to share real-time information on “miscreants or
terrorist groups”, drones and any firing along the border.

A Rohingya child was killed and many others injured in shelling and gunfire from junta
operations against the AA between August and October.

Shakil said he was convinced the Rakhine security would improve as long as the ceasefire
between the junta and AA lasted.

He highlighted the need for joint efforts to curb drug smuggling and other trafficking from
Myanmar.

Shakil said he handed the junta a list of yabba or methamphetamine factories in Myanmar and
added that Myanmar faces a similar drugs menace.

The Bangladeshi delegation reiterated concerns about the Rohingya and called for their
repatriation to Rakhine.

Bangladesh’s concerns about landmines and the electrification of the border fence were also
raised. Shakil said the junta delegation claimed it had not planted mines and the fence was only
electrified in crime-prone areas.

“We have offered assistance to remove it,” Shakil said.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/bangladesh-and-myanmar-junta-agree-to-tackle-
border-terrorism.html

Myanmar Junta’s Man in Japan Cozies Up to Military’s Proxy Party
By THE IRRAWADDY | 30 November 2022

Junta apologist Hideo Watanabe, who heads the Japan-Myanmar Friendship Association, met
with U Khin Yi, chairman of the military’s proxy Union Solidarity and Development Party (USDP)
in Naypyitaw on Monday.

Their meeting at USDP headquarters came soon after both were awarded honorary Thiri
Pyanchi titles by junta chief Min Aung Hlaing for their “strenuous cooperation to bring about
peace, development and prosperity in Myanmar”.

It also followed talks between Watanabe and deputy junta leader Soe Win.

Watanabe, a former lawmaker for Japan’s ruling Liberal Democratic Party, represents Japanese
investors in Myanmar.
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His meeting with the military regime’s proxy party came as the junta prepares to hold what it
claims will be an election next year. The “election” has been denounced both locally and
internationally as a sham in which Min Aung Hlaing will use the USDP to cement his power.

Senior members of the USDP were present at the meeting as U Khin Yi revealed the party’s
eight top proprieties and its current activities. Watanabe declared his closeness to the military’s
proxy party, discussed his political career, and said he wanted to foster ties between political
parties in his home country and Myanmar, according to U Khin Yi’s Facebook post.

U Khin Yi wrote that he and Watanabe had met at the same venue back in 2016 when he was
chairing the USDP’s International Relations Committee. Despite his advanced age of 88,
Watanabe’s political thought remained fresh and insightful, the USDP chair gushed.

- 8 l'! Watanabe meets with U Khin Yi at USDP headquarters in
: ’ Naypyitaw.

Watanabe has had close ties with the USDP since the time
of ex-general U Thein Sein’s quasi-civilian government of
2011-2016. In May, the Japanese politician met former
USDP chair U Than Htay.

Watanabe’s ties with Min Aung Hlaing go back a decade, and the pair met shortly before and
after the military chief staged his coup last year in February.

Regime apologist

Following the military takeover, Watanabe told Japan’s Asahi Shimbun newspaper that Min
Aung Hlaing had not staged a coup but “done what he should have in accordance with the law.”

In late May 2021, as the number of Myanmar civilians killed by the regime passed 800,
Watanabe’s son Yusuke, who is secretary general of the JMA, wrote in The Diplomat that Min
Aung Hlaing’s coup was constitutional and Japan should continue to boost its “special
relationship with the Tatmadaw,” using the respectful name for Myanmar’s military.

Watanabe insisted that he was not siding with the military, but “didn’t want people to say that
the military was suppressing and killing its own citizens.” He said he believed personal
assurances that Min Aung Hlaing would bring genuine democracy to Myanmar.

Founded in 2010 as the then-military regime’s proxy party and packed with former army
officers, the USDP took office in 2011 via an election branded fraudulent by international
observers but then suffered resounding defeats in the 2015 and 2020 general elections. After
its latest defeat, the party worked hand in glove with the military to demand a new election.
The party organized large pro-military rallies targeting the Union Election Commission ahead of
the coup.
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U Khin Yi masterminded the rallies as USDP vice chair, before being handed the post of
immigration minister in Min Aung Hlaing’s regime. He stepped down a few months ago to take
the helm of the military’s proxy party after Min Aung Hlaing announced plans to hold a so-
called election next year.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/the-world-myanmar/myanmar-juntas-man-in-japan-cozies-
up-to-militarys-proxy-party.html

Beijing Boosts Ties With Myanmar Military’s Proxy Party Amid ‘Poll’ Plan
30 November 2022

A consul from the Chinese Embassy in Myanmar paid a call on U Khin Yi, the new chairman of
the military’s proxy Union Solidarity and Development Party (USDP), on Tuesday. The meeting,
which was the first between the two sides, focused on cooperation and came after the junta
said it was planning a “national election.”

China’s political consul Lin Tao reported on the outcome of the 20th Congress of the
Communist Party of China (CPC) and called for continued engagement between the CPC and
USDP, wrote U Khin Yi on his Facebook. USDP senior members were also present at the
meeting.

However, the Chinese Embassy’s Facebook page, which reports regularly on the embassy’s
activities and cooperation with Myanmar’s junta, did not report the meeting with U Khin Yi.

The USDP headquarters in Naypyitaw has barely received Chinese visitors since the coup, and
Lin Tao’s visit came amid raging controversy over the junta’s plan to hold what it calls an
election next year. In April, Chinese Ambassador Chen Hai visited junta-appointed Union
Election Commission chairman U Thein Soe and asked about its plan for the so-called election.

The United States and others in the international community have rejected the junta’s plan as a
fraudulent attempt to legitimize its power that will only fuel the cycle of violence in the
country.

China has officially recognized the military regime and calls it Myanmar’s government. But it
has also voiced concern over the regime’s attempt to dissolve the ousted National League for
Democracy (NLD). Beijing has invited both the USDP and NLD to a meeting of the CPC and
political parties in Southeast and South Asia.

The USDP responded to its heavy defeat in the 2020 general election by alleging electoral fraud
and holding pro-military rallies targeting the UEC in Yangon, before the armed forces seized
power on Feb. 1, 2021.
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U Khin Yi, then USDP vice-chair, masterminded the rallies and was rewarded with a ministerial
post in the junta regime. U Khin Yi has now taken a more important role for the regime,
steering the military’s proxy USDP for the so-called election.

With the military guaranteed 25 percent of seats under the constitution, Min Aung Hlaing is
dreaming of becoming president of Myanmar through next year’s putative vote.

Beijing has been a good friend to successive military dictators in Myanmar, and Min Aung
Hlaing’s regime is no exception.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/the-world-myanmar/beijing-boosts-ties-with-myanmar-
militarys-proxy-party-amid-poll-plan.html
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