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Over 30 Myanmar Regime Forces Killed in Two Days of Resistance Attacks

By THE IRRAWADDY | 23 November 2022

At least 33 regime forces including several pro-
regime militia members and a ward administrator
were killed in the last two days as People’s Defense
Force groups (PDFs) escalated their attacks on
regime targets across the country.

In one attack, a junta-appointed ward administrator
was assassinated by women resistance fighters.

Incidents were reported in Magwe, Sagaing and Mandalay regions and Chin State.
The Irrawaddy has collected the following reports of significant attacks from PDFs.
Some military casualties could not be independently verified.

11 junta soldiers killed in clashes with PDF in Magwe

Eleven regime troops were killed and six injured during three clashes in Pauk Township, Magwe
Region on Tuesday when combined PDF groups from Pauk and Myaing townships jointly
attacked regime forces near Kyun Tine Village, claimed Myaing-PDF, which joined the attack.

After sustaining losses, the regime forces burned houses in nearby Gawegone Village.
Over 10 regime troops killed by PDF land mine and ambush in Magwe

Myaing-PDF claimed to have killed over 10 regime soldiers and policemen in Myaing Township,
Magwe Region on Tuesday when it used a cluster of eight land mines to ambush a military
detachment traveling to the town of Myaing after abandoning their police outpost in Bahin
Village.

Many more regime forces are also believed to have been killed in neighboring Pauk Township
on Tuesday afternoon when it and a Pauk-PDF group jointly ambushed a vehicle carrying
regime forces using a heavy land mine and firearms, Myaing-PDF said.

A video shot by the PDF group shows a heavy blast occurring on a road as a small vehicle
approaches.

Junta-appointed administrator assassinated by women PDF fighters in Magwe

Resistance group Earthquake PDF claimed their women fighters managed to assassinate junta-
appointed ward administrator U Myint Thein at his house in the town of Pakokku in Magwe
Region on Tuesday.
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Women fighters of Earthquake-PDF group undergo training
in Pakokku Township. / EPDF

The ward administrator was notorious for oppressing
civilians in the town.

The PDF group said it would continue its assassinations as
many regime-appointed administrators had repeatedly
failed to heed its warnings.

Three junta soldiers killed in PDF raid in Magwe

Earthquake-PDF resistance fighters during an operation /
EPDF

At least three regime soldiers were killed in Pakokku
Township, Magwe Region on Monday when combined PDF
groups used both heavy explosives and firearms to attack
regime forces stationed at Anouk Hpone Kan Village,
claimed Earthquake PDF, which joined the attack.

All PDF fighters managed to leave the clash site without
casualties.

Two pro-regime militia members killed in PDF ambush in Magwe

PDF group Wolf Underground Forces claimed to have killed two Pyu Saw Htee militia members
and injured some others including junta soldiers in Myaing Township, Magwe Region on
Tuesday when it and six other PDF groups ambushed the militia group near a pro-regime
village.

The militia members, escorted by regime forces, were ambushed while going out to harvest
peanuts on their farmlands.

A PDF video shows resistance fighters engaging in a clash with regime forces.
Pro-regime militia group ambushed in Magwe

Pyu Saw Htee pro-regime militia member Zaw Htet Aung was killed and four others were
seriously injured in Myaing Township, Magwe Region on Monday when two PDF groups
ambushed two vehicles of regime forces and militia members between two pro-regime villages,
said Myaing-PDF, which was involved in the attack.

The vehicles were returning to a village from the military’s Division 101 in the township.

The militia members are accused of looting and burning houses in nearby villages abandoned
by residents fleeing junta raids.
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Five junta soldiers killed in Sagaing

Five regime soldiers were killed and two injured in Myinmu Township, Sagaing Region on
Tuesday night when two PDF groups used grenades to attack regime sentries having drinks at
the junta-controlled Myanmar Economic Bank, said Zero Guerrilla Force, which coordinated the
attack.

All PDF fighters escaped from the area without casualties despite regime soldiers from a school
nearby randomly opening fire.

Junta-run General Administration Department office attacked in Sagaing

The Daung Nat Guerrilla Force Without Borders group claimed it and another PDF group used
heavy explosives to attack the junta-controlled township General Administration Department
office in the town of Pale in Sagaing Region on Tuesday morning.

Some regime forces are believed to have been killed in the ensuing clash between PDF fighters
and the regime forces at the office.

Military detachment hit by mines in Sagaing

Many regime forces are believed to have been killed in Tamu Township, Sagaing Region on
Monday when Tamu-PDF Battalion 3 used a cluster of land mines to ambush a military
detachment traveling from Tamu to Kale town, the PDF group claimed.

The detachment burned houses in Htin Zin Village before facing the PDF’'s mine ambush.

A video shot by the PDF group shows several explosions occurring around soldiers moving along
a road on foot.

Junta soldiers killed, injured in resistance ambush in Sagaing

Some regime forces were killed or injured in Katha Township, Sagaing Region on Tuesday when
the Kachin Independence Army (KIA) and the Katha-PDF group jointly ambushed a military
detachment that had departed from Moetar Village in the township, Katha-PDF claimed.

In the ambush, the resistance groups used both land mines and firearms.

Fierce clash in Chin

Weapons and ammunition seized by a Chin resistance group
during a clash with regime forces in Chin State on Monday /
Zalen

A fierce clash between regime forces and ethnic Chin resistance
groups broke out between the towns of Thantlang and Hakha in
Chin State on Monday, local media outlet Zalen reported, citing
resistance forces.
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In the clash, military weapons and ammunition were seized by the resistance group. Junta
helicopter gunships were called in to attack the Chin groups but there were no casualties
among the resistance fighters, the media outlet said.

Pro-regime militia member killed in urban attack in Mandalay

A pro-regime Pyu Saw Htee militia member was killed in Pyigyitagon Township, Mandalay
Region on Tuesday when three underground resistance groups threw a grenade into the office
where pro-regime militia members were gathering, claimed Anonymous Force Mandalay, which
coordinated the attack.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/over-30-myanmar-regime-forces-
killed-in-two-days-of-resistance-attacks.html

Village in Sagaing Region resistance stronghold ‘reduced to ashes’ by Myanmar military

Some 95 of the 130 homes in Kha War Thei village in Kyunhla Township are destroyed in an all-
day arson attack by junta troops

Thura Maung | Published on Nov 23, 2022

The ruins of Let Pan Gyi village, pictured after a military
arson assault on November 20 (Myanmar Now)

Some 200 junta soldiers set fire to nearly the entire village
of Kha War Thei in southern Kyunhla Township on Monday,
according to local sources.

The troops arrived at the site, located 20 miles south of
Kyunhla town in Sagaing Region, at around 10am after
having previously been stationed at the Thaphan Seik Dam.

Just 35 houses out of Kha War Thei’s 130 residences survived the fire, according to a member of
the village’s anti-junta defence team. He added that there were believed to be no civilian
casualties in the attack as residents had fled.

“[The soldiers] torched the village even though there were no battles in the area. They didn’t
stop until the evening and almost the entire village was destroyed,” he said, adding that his
own home was among those lost.

Some of the soldiers involved in the assault stayed overnight in Kha War Thei before departing,
while others left for neighbouring Taze Township on Monday evening.

Displaced residents—who at the time of reporting were sheltering in the nearby forests—have
been reluctant to return to what is left of the village, fearing that the military might return.
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“The military appears to be conducting ‘clearance’ operations in the area,” the village defence
team member told Myanmar Now. “We are barely able to recognise our village now, as it was
basically reduced to ashes.”

The leader of the defence team said that anti-junta forces in the resistance stronghold of
Kyunhla would not be deterred by recent attacks.

“I' have not lost my faith in the revolution. We are going to keep going,” he said.

The next day, more junta soldiers raided and torched homes in Kyauk Taing village, Kanbalu
Township, located next to Kyunhla, local sources said.

Last week, some 500 homes in Khin-U Township were also reported to have been burned down
by Myanmar army troops.

The military council has not commented on its operations in Sagaing Region, and frequently
denies responsibility for such attacks.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/village-in-sagaing-region-resistance-stronghold-
reduced-to-ashes-by-myanmar-military

Sagaing region resident sentenced to 10 years for allegedly funding a PDF

Aye Thiri was accused of giving just over 2 dollars to the People’s Defense Force.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.11.23

A file photo of 27-year-old Aye Thiri, who was sentenced to 10
years in prison under Myanmar’s Counter-Terrorism Law.
Citizen journalist

A Sagaing region resident has been sentenced to ten years in
prison under anti-terrorism charges for allegedly giving the
}‘! equivalent of U.S. $2.30 to a People’s Defense Force (PDF).

On Nov. 22, a junta court sentenced Hkamti township resident Aye Thiri, 27, under Section
50 (j) of the Counter-Terrorism Act for providing 5,000 Kyats to the PDF via the Kpay money
transfer system.

“It was unfair that she was arrested for donating money,” a family member told RFA
Burmese.

“l want to appeal, but the appeal would not be successful, it would just cost money. | don’t
know what to do. | just want her to be released,” they said, adding that the family are
worried because Aye Thiri is in poor health and was unconscious at times during her arrest.
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She was seized by police and soldiers at her home on Feb. 21, this year and was held
at Hkamti district police station until her court appearance.

The Counter-Terrorism Law enacted in 2014 was amended by the State Administration
Council on Aug. 1, 2021.

The post-coup amendment states that those who provide financial support to a terrorist
organization can be sentenced to a minimum of three years and a maximum of life in prison
and a fine.

On March 29, this year a court sentenced 19-year-old Saung Hnin Phyu from Dawei
township, in Tanintharyi region, also accusing her of supporting PDFs via Kpay.

More than 1,000 homes torched

News of Aye Thiri's sentencing came amid reports by residents that the military has torched
a combined 1,068 houses in 13 villages in two townships in Sagaing and Magway regions
over the course of a week beginning Nov. 6 over alleged links to the PDF.

Residents told RFA that beginning on Nov. 6, around 400 military officers and pro-junta Pyu
Saw Htee militiamen marched in 3 columns raiding villages on the outskirts of Sagaing's
Myaung township and Magway's Yesagyo township on the border between the two regions
where the Chindwin and Ayeyarwaddy rivers meet, setting homes on fire.

The raids in Sagaing destroyed 300 homes in Myaung township, 239 in Pa Rein Ma village, 94
in Na Nwin Kaing village, 84 in Su Lay Kone village, 73 in Myit Thar village, 61 in Shwe Ta
Chaung village, 23 in Na Gar Paul village, 15 in Thu Htay Kone village, and 12 in Sin Hlaung
village; while those in Magway torched 146 in Yesagyo's Shwe Hlan village, 12 in Mar La Kar
Chan village, and two homes each in Sin Chay Yar and Myay Sun Taw villages.

A resident of Ma Mwin Kaing village told RFA on condition of anonymity, citing fear of
reprisal, that because villagers were unable to return to the area for more than a week, their
crops became dehydrated and died.

"Our plants need to be watered in a timely manner, but we couldn't do it as we had to flee,"
they said.

"All our groundnuts, chili and pea plants are dead. These crops are planted on elevated
farms, so we couldn't reach them and they weren't able to survive for 7-8 days without
water. The farmers are all saying that they will be impossible to replant .. Our hand-operated
water pumps that nearly every house uses were also destroyed in the fires."

Residents said the junta troops attacked and burned down villages in the area over their
"suspicion of a PDF presence" after PDF fighters captured a boat carrying military more than
15,000 sacks of rice rations and fuel on Nov. 5.
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They said that since the raids, villagers are in "urgent need of food, shelter, clothing,
medicine, and other supplies."

Attempts by RFA to contact junta officials in Sagaing and Magway for comment on the arson
attacks went unanswered on Wednesday, however junta Deputy Information Minister Maj.
Gen. Zaw Min Tun has previously denied that the military has set fire to civilian homes.

The Myanmar-based independent research group Institute for Strategy and Policy said in a
statement earlier this month that between the Feb. 1, 2021 military coup and Oct. 31 this
year, the military had torched more than 38,568 homes and buildings in 81 townships
around the country -- 8,866 of which were located in Magway region.

This story has been updated to include reports of military arson attacks on civilian homes
in Sagaing and Magway regions.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/10-yrs-for-pdf-funding-11232022025502.html|

Four members of urban guerrilla group killed near Mandalay

The deaths, which followed a series of violent incidents in the city in recent days, occurred
during a shootout with junta forces

Myat Thwel | Published on Nov 23, 2022

Police arrive for a crackdown in Mandalay in February
2021 (Myanmar Now)

Four members of an urban guerrilla group were killed on
Monday in a shootout with junta forces in Patheingyi, a
town just northeast of Mandalay, according to local
sources.

A resident of the area said that the incident occurred near
the Hospital for Respiratory Diseases on 19th Street in the early afternoon.

“We could hear a series of gunshots at around 1:30pm, but it lasted just a few minutes. Then
four ambulances were seen heading towards the area,” said the resident, who spoke on
condition of anonymity.

In a statement released later the same day, Myanmar’s junta identified the group involved as
Generation Z Power (GZP). The victims were the group’s deputy commander, Thet Naing Tun
(aka Kywe Gyi), its treasurer Moe Ko (aka Akyi Kaung), and two other members named Zaya and
Kyaw Swar Linn.
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According to the statement, the shootout started after the GZP members attacked a
motorcyclist near the hospital.

However, a group called Patheingyi Information-PIF, which monitors the situation in the town,
said that the guerrilla force members were chased down and shot, and that an innocent
bystander was also killed.

The group said in a statement released on Tuesday that the junta forces also took the
motorcycle of the murdered civilian.

Myanmar Now contacted the group through its social media account, but it would only confirm
the deaths and not elaborate on any further details.

GZP is a well-organised urban guerrilla force based in Mandalay. Founded on March 27, 2021,
at the height of crackdowns on anti-coup protests, the group revealed in September this year
that 14 of its members had been killed and six were captured.

Several other violent incidents have been reported in Mandalay since late last week, despite
tightened security in the city.

On Friday, a man in his 60s was killed at a coffee shop when a bomb went off near the Mya
Taung Monastery in Maha Aungmyay Township. A car was also damaged in the blast, according
to witnesses.

No group claimed responsibility for the explosion.

The next day, a deputy ward administrator in the same township named Htun Myint Aye died
on the way to the hospital after being shot twice at about 11am, a source in the area said.

Junta soldiers arrived half an hour later and searched houses near the scene of the shooting. Six
people at a nearby tea shop were beaten and arrested, the source said. Several employees of
the tea shop were interrogated and also arrested, he added.

GZP claimed responsibility for the killing, saying that the victim was working with regime
authorities and bullying residents of his ward.

On Sunday, a suspected police informant named Kyaw Zin Htet, 27, was shot dead by two
gunmen at a noodle shop in Maha Aungmyay Township. He died at the scene after being shot in
the face and neck, according to a local resident.

An urban guerrilla group called Special Task Force-Mandalay said it carried out the
assassination. In a statement, the group added that its members managed to safely flee the
scene.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/four-members-of-urban-guerrilla-group-killed-near-
mandalay
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Myanmar Regime Forces Lose 28 Dead in Magwe Region
By THE IRRAWADDY | 23 November 2022

At least 28 Myanmar junta forces have been killed in Magwe Region over the last two days,
including pro-regime militia members and an administrator, and a police outpost seized as
People’s Defense Forces (PDF) step up their attacks against the military regime.

After repeated attacks by PDFs, junta troops and police abandoned the police station at Bahin
Village in the west of Myaing Township on Tuesday.

Before retreating, regime forces destroyed the police outpost and also torched 50 houses in
Bahin Village, which has been empty for months after residents fled clashes between junta
forces and resistance groups. One incapacitated police officer who was left behind by his
colleagues was detained by PDF fighters.

Earlier on Tuesday, two clashes broke out in Myaing Township when a combined force of
resistance groups ambushed the regime forces retreating from Bahin Village.

Myaing-PDF claimed to have killed over 10 regime soldiers and policemen after ambushing
them with a cluster of eight land mines as they returned to Myaing Town.

Many more regime forces are also believed to have been killed on Tuesday afternoon in
neighboring Pauk Township, when Myaing-PDF and Pauk-PDF opened fire on a vehicle
transporting regime forces and used a land mine to ambush it, Myaing-PDF said.

Three other clashes also took place in Pauk Township on Tuesday, as resistance groups attacked
a military detachment near Kyun Tine Village. Myaing-PDF, who were involved in the attack,
claimed that 11 junta troops were killed in the ambush.

All of Kyun Tine Village was burned down by regime forces between November 20 and 22. After
Tuesday’s ambush, junta soldiers torched houses in neighboring Gawegone Village.

Also on Tuesday, two pro-regime Pyu Saw Htee militia members were killed and others injured
in Myaing Township when seven PDF groups ambushed a militia detachment escorted by junta
soldiers as they were going to harvest peanuts on their farmland near a pro-regime village, said
Wolf Underground Force, which took part in the attack.

On Monday, a pro-regime militia member was killed and four others injured in Myaing when a
combined force of PDFs ambushed two vehicles traveling between pro-regime villages,
according to Myaing-PDF, which coordinated the attack.

Pyu Saw Htee militia are notorious in Magwe for looting and burning houses in villages
abandoned by residents fleeing junta raids.
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Bo Latyar, a Myaing-PDF leader, told The Irrawaddy recently: “When they wake up, people here
are not thinking about their businesses and livelihoods but about how to fight [regime forces]
more effectively.”

He added that fighting the junta “has become part of life, like eating and sleeping.”

Another three regime troops were also killed in Magwe’s Pakokku Township on Monday, when
resistance groups attacked junta soldiers stationed at Anouk Hpone Kan Village with heavy
explosives and firearms, said the PDFs involved in the attack.

Women fighters from Earthquake PDF assassinated junta-appointed ward administrator U Myin
Thein on Tuesday at his house in Pakokku. The administrator was notorious for oppressing
civilians in the town, said Earthquake PDF.

Myanmar military forces are currently facing escalating attacks from PDFs and ethnic armed
organizations across the country.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/myanmar-regime-forces-lose-28-
dead-in-magwe-region.html

Three members of Cobra Column resistance force killed in Myanmar army ambush

Two more members of the group were injured in a roadside attack on the group in Karen
State’s Myawaddy Township

May Yu | Published on Nov 23, 2022

Members of the Cobra Column line up in a photo published in
October (Cobra Column)

Three members of the Cobra Column resistance force, which
operates under the Karen National Liberation Army’s (KNLA)
27th Battalion, were killed in a roadside attack by junta soldiers
in Karen State’s Myawaddy Township on Tuesday evening.

The casualties were identified as logistics officer Naw Eh Moo, and Lu Lu Paw and Kyaw Gyi,
whose positions in the group were not confirmed at the time of reporting.

They were among 12 Cobra Column troops who had been returning from buying food supplies
in Kyauk Khat village, located along the Myawaddy-Waw Lay road, when Myanmar army
soldiers opened fire on their vehicle using machine guns.

“It happened in an area where Cobra Column scouts were present. We have been told that the
military was waiting for them and ambushed them on their way back,” a source close to the
resistance group told Myanmar Now.
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Naw Eh Moo, the logistics officer, killed on November 22 (Supplied)

Five of the people who were in the vehicle managed to escape unharmed
when the shooting began, he explained. However, the three individuals
who died of gunshot wounds were found inside their vehicle by members
of the group who went to search for them on Wednesday morning.

Two others were also found wounded but alive that morning.

The whereabouts and condition of the two remaining members was not
known at the time of reporting.

The Cobra Column is made up of members of both the KNLA—the armed wing of the Karen
National Union—and the People’s Defence Force, which is loyal to the National Unity
Government formed by elected lawmakers and anti-junta activists in the wake of the February
2021 coup.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/three-members-of-cobra-column-resistance-force-
killed-in-myanmar-army-ambush

Myanmar military shelling and airstrikes kills three civilians in Mon State

One of the victims in the attack, which followed an assault on a police outpost by resistance
forces, was a 13-year-old girl

Esther ) | Published on Nov 23, 2022

KNLA troops on the frontline in Karen State in June 2021
(Thierry Falise/ LightRocket via Getty Images)

Three civilians, including a 13-year-old girl, were killed
during a Myanmar junta counterattack on anti-regime
forces in Mon State’s Kyaikmaraw Township on Monday,
according to sources.

The incident, which occurred after troops from the Karen
National Liberation Army (KNLA) and the People’s Defence Force (PDF) mounted an assault on a
police outpost in the village of Taung Kalay, also reportedly left at least 10 people injured.

Resistance sources reported that the military deployed attack helicopters and fighter jets, in
addition to heavy artillery, soon after the fighting began.

The girl, identified as Taung Kalay resident Phyo Khine, and two men, aged 41 and 45, were
killed during the bombardment of the village. Details about the two men were not available at
the time of reporting.

Page 12 of 65


https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/three-members-of-cobra-column-resistance-force-killed-in-myanmar-army-ambush
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/three-members-of-cobra-column-resistance-force-killed-in-myanmar-army-ambush
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-military-shelling-and-airstrikes-kills-three-civilians-in-mon-state
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/author/9099
https://www.myanmar-now.org/sites/myanmar-now.org/files/news-images/gettyimages-1234105189.jpeg

Several houses and religious buildings, including a monastery in a neighbouring village, were
also damaged in the attack, sources said.

According to members of the allied resistance forces, five soldiers and three police were killed
during seven hours of fighting. The KNLA and PDF troops also seized weapons and ammunition
after overrunning the outpost, they added.

Weapons and ammunition seized after the resistance
attack on the police post in Taung Kalay on November 21
(Supplied)

Taung Kalay is located on the road that connects the
towns of Mudon in Mon State and Kyainseikgyi in Karen
State. Vehicles travelling on the road were caught in the
fighting on Monday.

2 Around 100 regime soldiers and members of a pro-military
Border Guard Force (BGF) retook the outpost after the resistance forces left the village,
according to a local resident.

“The current update is that the BGF, police and the military have re-occupied the outpost. The
other side has retreated from the village,” the local told Myanmar Now on Tuesday.

Around two-thirds of Taung Kalay’s inhabitants fled soon after the fighting began, while others
followed the next day, he added.

“Some residents who couldn’t get away had to hide in nearby caves,” he said.
Additional reporting by Linn Htin

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-military-shelling-and-airstrikes-kills-three-
civilians-in-mon-state

Food and Medicine Shortages as Myanmar Junta Blockades Rakhine Capital
By THE IRRAWADDY | 23 November 2022

Myanmar’s military regime has isolated Sittwe, the capital of Rakhine State in western
Myanmar, for over one week now, and the blockade is taking a heavy toll on residents and
many people across Rakhine, said Sittwe locals.

Sittwe was blocked off by the junta after a November 10 attack on a Myanmar military convoy
traveling the Sittwe-Ponnagyun road some 15 miles from Sittwe, said residents.

“It has been more than one week since the town was blockaded. Food prices are rising.
Residents can’t leave the town and people from other parts of Rakhine can’t enter the town. |
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can’t imagine what will happen if this situation goes on,” one Sittwe resident told The
Irrawaddy.

Isolating Sittwe, the commercial and transport hub of Rakhine State, is making life increasingly
difficult for residents elsewhere in Rakhine, who are now facing shortages of consumer goods,
including food and pharmaceuticals, even as prices rise.

One grocery store owner from Buthidaung in northern Rakhine said: “Previously, | placed
orders with Sittwe by phone. We can order nothing now as the roads and waterways are
blocked off. The price of rice has now increased from 45,000 kyats per sack to 150,000 kyats per
sack in Buthidaung.”

Prices are also soaring in Sittwe as well, according to residents.

The road into Sittwe is blocked off by a junta checkpoint near the long distance bus terminal
overseen by a military police battalion. Teachers from Sittwe who work at schools in the
military’s cantonment are also not allowed past the checkpoint, said sources in the
cantonment.

A wife of a junta soldier based in Sittwe told The Irrawaddy: “I heard that the road is still
blocked off by the military police battalion. Children haven’t been able to go to school for
around one week as teachers from the town can’t get through the checkpoint.”

The wife of another junta soldier from a signals unit said soldiers’ wives from all the infantry
and light infantry battalions under the Sittwe Regional Operations Command, as well as combat
support units like logistics, medical and signal units, have been forced to serve as sentries and
guard the cantonment at night.

A manager of a bus line at the Sittwe long distance bus terminal said: “The military has blocked
access to the Sittwe-Ponnagyun road, but vehicles can travel on other roads between
Kyauktaw, Mrauk-U, Minbya and Ann.”

Since renewed fighting broke out in August between the Myanmar military and the ethnic
Rakhine Arakan Army (AA), the regime has blocked off roads and waterways in Buthidaung,
Maungdaw, and Rathedaung townships in northern Rakhine, as well as neighboring Paletwa
Township in Chin State. It has also imposed a ban on the supply of cement, fertilizer and
medicines for no reason.

Pharmaceutical prices have therefore shot up in those areas, with stocks running low in
pharmacies, public hospitals and rural healthcare facilities.

Amid the food shortages, residents from Rathedaung and Pauktaw travelled by boat to Sittwe
on November 12 to buy food. They were stopped by a junta checkpoint at the border of Sittwe
and Ponnagyun townships and nine boatmen are still under detention.
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Ethnic analysts with extensive knowledge of Rakhine State said the AA has control of much of
rural Rakhine, while the military regime controls towns.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/food-and-medicine-shortages-as-myanmar-junta-
blockades-rakhine-capital.html

Only 402 of Myanmar’s Nearly 13,000 Political Prisoners Freed in Junta Amnesty
By HEIN HTOO ZAN | 23 November 2022

Of the nearly 6,000 prisoners released under the regime’s amnesty last week only 402 were
political prisoners, most of whom had nearly completed serving their sentences, according to
the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners (AAPP).

The junta released 5,774 prisoners to mark National Day on Nov. 17, but the political
prisoners released from 19 prisons throughout the country accounted for fewer than 7 percent
of them as of Monday, the rights group said.

“The majority of the 402 political prisoners released were set to complete their sentences
soon— like in the next three months,” an official from the AAPP told The Irrawaddy.

Many of them were arrested by the regime last year following its crackdowns on nationwide
peaceful anti-regime protests sparked by the coup in February 2021.

Among the political prisoners freed by the regime were a National League for Democracy
minister; party spokesman Dr. Myo Nyunt; former student leader Ko Mya Aye; and an anti-
regime activist Buddhist monk.

Also released were Australian economist Sean Turnell, a former adviser to Daw Aung San Suu
Kyi; former British envoy Vicky Bowman and her husband Htein Linn, who is a citizen of
Myanmar; and Japanese filmmaker Toru Kubota.

According to the AAPP, 12,923 people arrested since the coup for political reasons are still
detained.

Acting President Duwa Lashi La of Myanmar’s civilian National Unity Government (NUG) urged
Myanmar people and the international community to increase pressure on the junta to force it
to unconditionally release all political prisoners.

“But there are thousands of political prisoners, including President U Win Myint and Daw Aung
San Suu Kyi. Many have been tortured and there are daily arrests. The regime’s amnesty could
be seen as an act of compassion and mercy, but it’s really an attempt to reduce the pressure,”
he said.
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In a press release on Nov. 21, the AAPP said the junta only announced the names of a handful
of released political prisoners, exposing the utter lack of transparency regarding the released
persons, and leading to delays in documenting the list of released political prisoners and
confirming their names.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/only-402-of-myanmars-nearly-13000-political-
prisoners-freed-in-junta-amnesty.html

Sean Turnell tells of Myanmar jail squalor, torture fear

By AFP |

Australian economist Sean Turnell is seen during the 2022
Lowy Lecture at Sydney Town Hall in Sydney, Australia, 22
November 2022. Photo: EPA

An Australian economist released after nearly two years in
a Myanmar jail has told of interrogations in leg irons,
squalor and the sounds of screams from tortured
cellmates during his time behind bars.

Sean Turnell, who returned home to Sydney on Friday after being released as part of an
amnesty of almost 6,000 prisoners, gave the first public details of his incarceration in an
interview with The Australian newspaper.

The former adviser to deposed Myanmar leader Aung San Suu Kyi was detained by the military
in February 2021 shortly after its forces seized control of the country.

Turnell told the paper in an interview published Tuesday that he was initially kept at Yangon's
Insein prison in a six metre by 2.5 metre concrete cell in which an iron chair with leg irons had
been bolted to the floor.

He then endured two months of interrogations, the paper said, sometimes being taken from his
bed to be locked in the irons.

Officials accused him of working for British intelligence and gun-running, and quizzed him about
his work for Suu Kyi, the economist was quoted as saying.

He told the paper on Monday that he had been infected with Covid-19 five times and kept in
solitary confinement for months.

In the early days of his confinement, Turnell said he could hear the sounds of people outside
banging pots and pans at night in protest against the military coup.
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"Then came the explosions and gunfire and people being tortured in rooms nearby. | thought,
they're not going to do that to me surely? Then after a while, | started thinking, maybe they
will. I think they wanted me to hear it."

- 'Ate out of a bucket' -
Turnell said he had expected to be treated "with kid gloves".

"They didn't stick electrodes to me, but | was thrown into filthy cells. The food they used to
deliver to me (came) in a bucket. For 650 days, | ate out of a bucket."

In the Naypyidaw detention centre, to which he was later transferred, "it wasn't even a new
bucket, they were paint buckets", he said.

"They didn't beat me, but they did push and shove me."
In Naypyidaw, prisoners were locked away for 20 hours a day, Turnell said.

"In the monsoon, the roof would leak and we would sit there all night sometimes with water
just pouring down through the roof, clutching your clothes and blanket to try to keep them
dry," he said.

Turnell said his wife, Ha Vu, an economist at Australia's Macquarie University, helped him
survive with phone chats and by regularly sending books, cookies and cake through the
Australian embassy.

The economist was sentenced in September to three years' imprisonment for breaching
Myanmar's Official Secrets Act -- charges he denied -- before being released in last week's
amnesty along with former British ambassador Vicky Bowman and Japanese journalist Toru
Kubota.

https://mizzima.com/article/sean-turnell-tells-myanmar-jail-squalor-torture-fear

NUG Suggests How ASEAN Can Get Meaningful Changes From Myanmar Junta
By THE IRRAWADDY | 23 November 2022

Myanmar’s military regime released 402 political prisoners last week as part of its amnesty for
nearly 6,000 inmates. The move was hastily embraced by the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN) special envoy for Myanmar, who said the release was a sign of good will and
an important gesture suggesting that the ruling junta is ready to change, despite the fact that
Myanmar has been in turmoil since last year’s coup.

“l would like to warn the international community not to overly celebrate the prisoner release
as being due to the success of their diplomacy,” said Daw Zin Mar Aung, the parallel National
Unity Government’s (NUG) foreign minister. She added that releasing some political prisoners
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after killing over 2,500 anti-regime activists since the military takeover cannot be viewed as
change.

In an interview with The Irrawaddy, Daw Zin Mar Aung explained why the world should not
regard the amnesty as a positive move, what more the international community should be
doing to restore democracy in Myanmar, and her suggestions to the United Nations (UN) and
ASEAN envoys on Myanmar for their missions to be accomplished meaningfully.

What does the regime’s recent release of political prisoners mean to you?

As we have often said, those who were released did nothing wrong. They were detained when
the coup happened as a preemptive measure by the Myanmar military to prevent them from
opposing military rule. They were prosecuted on trumped-up charges before they did anything.
We call it hostage diplomacy, as can also be seen with the cases of the four detained foreigners
who were just released. This is the typical way military dictators react when faced with growing
pressure on their regimes. The regime wants to enhance its image by releasing innocent people
who it detained on trumped-up charges. The junta has released them in order to deceive the
international community and to ease the pressure on the regime.

Can you elaborate more on how military dictators in Myanmar have used political prisoners as
pawns in the past?

| was a political prisoner, too. | experienced the post-1988 pro-democracy uprising, the 2003
Depayin Massacre and the 2007 Saffron Revolution. When there was growing international
pressure during those periods, or when international dignitaries were about to visit Myanmar,
the military would release political prisoners who were just a few months away from
completing their sentences. Such releases never delivered any of the political change that was
necessary for the country. The current situation is testimony to that.

What is your message to people who have embraced the latest amnesty as a sign that the
regime is willing to change?

ASEAN'’s special envoy for Myanmar, who is also the foreign minister for Cambodia, overly
celebrated the amnesty in his statement on November 17. He has a reason to celebrate
because Cambodia has failed as ASEAN chair in handling the Myanmar issue since it took over
the chair of ASEAN at the beginning of the year. Political prisoners including Ko Jimmy and Ko
Phyo Zeyar Thaw were executed while Cambodia has served as the ASEAN chair. Those
executions were the first in Myanmar for decades. About the recent prisoner release, it is just
another move by the regime to deceive ASEAN again. While there is growing pressure from not
only ASEAN leaders but leaders of ASEAN partner countries, the prisoner release is an
achievement for Cambodia to celebrate. But how many villages has the regime torched despite
the prisoner release? We need to take a look at that.

It would be very stupid to draw a conclusion based only on the prisoner release that the
military regime has become more flexible. Diplomats and state leaders who have constantly
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monitored Myanmar issues are well aware of that. It will not take long for the rest of the world
to find out if the Myanmar military is really willing to make changes or is just trying to deceive
the world.

Did the junta release the political prisoners to try and change international perceptions of the
regime?

Myanmar has been a headache for the international community, especially for countries in
Southeast Asia, for nearly two years. They are therefore putting added pressure on the regime.
So the junta has made this move to give the impression that everything is fine inside the
country. Fellow ASEAN countries may feel that their burden has been eased by the prisoner
release. That’s why they have made over-optimistic statements about it. But they can’t deceive
themselves for long. The regime is acting arrogantly because the international community and
ASEAN countries fail to put enough diplomatic pressure, not to mention other types of
pressure, on the regime. If together they increase the pressure, the regime will have to make
more concessions. The regime has made a small concession because of pressure from ASEAN.
That doesn’t mean that the regime will back down. It has just made an obvious move in
response to diplomatic pressure.

ASEAN’s envoy will visit Myanmar for the third time soon and has said that he will focus on
ending violence in the country. Is that realistic?

The special envoy used the phrase ‘anti-violence’ in his statement. He also talked about
ASEAN’s Five-Point Consensus and humanitarian assistance, trust building and peace dialogue.
The envoy should convince Min Aung Hlaing of the need to end the violence. The regime has
released political prisoners. On the other hand, it commits violence daily. The envoy should
study how many villages the regime torched in Sagaing and Magwe regions last week, both
before and after the prisoner release. We will wait and see if the ASEAN envoy can convince the
regime to stop the violence. Is the envoy confident that he can convince Min Aung Hlaing? If
the military does not stop the violence, there can’t be trust and confidence building.

ASEAN announced after its latest summit that it would engage with all stakeholders. Has ASEAN
engaged with the NUG?

So far since the summit, ASEAN has not yet made any offer to engage with the NUG. We
maintain regular contact with them. It is fair to assume that the regime has released political
prisoners because it has concerns after the summit, specifically ASEAN’s call for engagement
with all stakeholders. In fact, the Five-Point Consensus already calls for dialogue among all
parties. And both the ASEAN and UN envoys have the mandate to push the Myanmar military
towards dialogue. They need to continue engaging with us. We always try to engage with them.
The NUG’s foreign ministry has already told ASEAN foreign ministers how we can cooperate in
humanitarian assistance delivery. They have not yet responded to us. We have regular
engagement with Malaysia’s foreign ministry.
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Do you have any suggestions for ASEAN that might prompt meaningful change from the junta?

First, all the prisoners who were detained and prosecuted on trumped-up charges since the
coup — | would call them political hostages — must be freed. Secondly, the regime must be
made to stop the violence. It is the regime that started the violence without any provocation.
The regime must be made to stop arrests, arson attacks on villages and assaults. ASEAN should
urge the regime to follow the Five-Point Consensus. Thirdly, ASEAN must not accept the general
election which the regime wants to stage. The election will contribute nothing to achieving the
sustainable solution and peace dialogue that ASEAN is soliciting. ASEAN should put pressure on
the regime regarding those three points.

ASEAN has leverage to further disengage with the regime by refusing its political representation
at not only upcoming ASEAN Summits but also other relevant meetings. Neither ASEAN nor the
international community has applied its diplomatic leverage strongly enough. Should ASEAN
make a proper effort, the 15-point decision reached at the recent summit will have an impact
on the regime. It appears that the 15-point decision has put added pressure on the regime,
which is why political prisoners were released. ASEAN should apply further pressure to the
regime.

Some countries think that an election will solve all the problems in Myanmar. Speaking of
elections and democratization in Myanmar, | don’t want the international community to forget
the 2020 general election. The military used the 2020 election to justify its coup, even though
the international community and observers said that the poll was credible. So it is unreasonable
to expect that a new election will solve the problems in Myanmar. It is daydreaming.

Any election held by the regime can’t be a political solution. We need to look for a sustained
political solution. We are well aware of the root cause of the problem that has resulted in the
vicious circle of coup after coup in Myanmar. We have had intense debate with ethnic minority
representatives, elected lawmakers, civil society organizations and organizations involved in the
Spring Revolution for a year, and we reached a consensus which is the Federal Democracy
Charter. We agree to hold an election and find political solutions based on that charter. We will
continue to fight to put the country on that political path. And we will articulate to the
international community that we already have the political path that will provide practical
solutions to end the political problems of the country. Our political path includes holding an
election that is not based on the [military-drafted] 2008 Constitution.

Indonesia takes over as ASEAN chair next year. What do you expect from them?

We expect Indonesia to engage with all stakeholders and to listen to the voices of not only the
military regime but Spring Revolution forces, political forces, ethnic revolutionary organizations,
the Committee Representing Pyidaungsu Hluttaw and the NUG. Indonesia has relevant
experience, as it has transformed itself from a military-dominated parliament to a democracy. It
has experiences that can be helpful in the case of Myanmar. | think Indonesia will take a more
active approach and it is trying to find a solution through discussions with not only fellow
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ASEAN countries but ASEAN partner countries. It has learned lessons over the past two years,
while other countries were the ASEAN chair. So we expect more active engagement from them.
We already have informal engagement with Indonesia.

What are your suggestions for the UN and ASEAN special envoys to Myanmar?

They need a coordinated approach instead of just meeting junta leaders. If they fail to create
ahead of their visits a political or diplomatic set-up in which they can put pressure on the
regime, their visits will achieve no results. Again, they can’t meet junta leaders as they want.
They can only visit them when the junta leaders allow it. The UN envoy had to wait for months
before she was finally granted a visa for Myanmar. They must have stronger diplomatic muscle.
That they are allowed to visit Myanmar should not be their goal: they should focus on the
results of their talks with the junta leaders. They do have a mandate, but they must prepare
before their planned visits the entire mechanism of diplomatic power and pressure that
support their mandate. Only then will there be progress. But if they view permission to visit the
regime as a reward, their visit will deliver no results. Their missions will continue to fail. It is
important not to be over-optimistic that the Myanmar military is willing to change while key
decision makers like Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and ousted President U Win Myint remain in prison.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/in-person/interview/nug-suggests-how-asean-can-get-
meaningful-changes-from-myanmar-junta.html

Indian Foreign Secretary Visits Myanmar Junta Leaders as Ties Deepen
By THE IRRAWADDY | 23 November 2022

The Indian foreign secretary paid a call on Myanmar junta chief Min Aung Hlaing earlier this
week in Naypyitaw and discussed the potential for comprehensive bilateral cooperation, even
as many foreign governments continue to impose sanctions against the regime.

Vinay Mohan Kwatra’s Nov. 21 visit was the first to Myanmar by a high-ranking Indian
government official since the visit of his predecessor Harsh Vardhan Shringla in December last
year. Kwatra was appointed foreign secretary of India in May.

Despite international condemnation on the regime, India has been openly cooperating with the
military junta, extending diplomatic support and even assistance organizing a general election
that Min Aung Hlaing plans to hold next year.

On Monday, Kwatra and Min Aung Hlaing discussed direct exchange between the kyat and the
rupee, further promotion of trade and investment including maritime trade, and increased
cooperation on border development, according to junta media.

Kwatra’s visit followed a series of discussions between Indian Ambassador to Myanmar Vinay
Kumar and junta ministers about enhancing bilateral cooperation over the past few months—a
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sign that the senior diplomat came to formalize the agreements reached at the preliminary
discussions.

Kumar presented his credentials to Min Aung Hlaing in April this year. Just a few weeks later,
the ambassador held talks with regime-appointed Union Election Commission (UEC) chairman
Thein Soe, asking about electoral processes and discussing further cooperation with the UEC on
the upcoming election. The planned polls have been denounced as a sham locally and
internationally.

The warm relationship between India and the current Myanmar regime dates back to the
junta’s earliest days in 2021. While the regime was being internationally condemned for its
coup in February of that year, India was careful not to make any direct reference to the military
takeover or to condemn it in its statements.

While most international military attaches boycotted the regime’s Armed Forces Day parade
the following month amid bloody junta crackdowns on peaceful protests against military rule,
India was among a handful of countries, including Russia and China, to join the event.

Then in November last year, India invited regime Admiral Moe Aung to the Goa Maritime
Conclave 2021 hosted by the Indian Navy.

Myanmar has also acquired its first submarine, a Soviet-made kilo-class model, from India.

India is also providing the regime with technical assistance to boost the country’s agricultural
industry as the generals seek to solve Myanmar’s financial crisis by exporting agricultural
produce.

In September, a Myanmar delegation led by junta-appointed Agriculture and Livestock Minister
U Tin Htut flew to India and brought back high-yield strains of beans and pluses including green
gram to Myanmar. On Nov. 11, junta-appointed Commerce Minister U Aung Naing Oo attended
the annual general meeting of the Indian Chamber of Commerce in Kolkata as an honorary
guest. He plays an important part in attracting foreign investment into Myanmar for the
military junta.

Min Aung Hlaing and the Indian foreign secretary also reportedly exchanged views on the
progress of the Kaladan multi-modal transit transport project, but details are unknown.

India is currently involved in developing the nearly US$400-million Kaladan port and highway
project in the west of Myanmar, as well as contributing around $250 million to another road
project to connect India’s landlocked northeastern states with Thailand via Myanmar.

The Kaladan project, aimed at providing an alternate outlet to India’s landlocked northeastern
region, is scheduled to be completed next year after long delays. But challenges remain as the
Myanmar military is engaged in renewed fighting with Rakhine ethnic armed group the Arakan
Army in the area.
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The Indian foreign secretary also met junta-appointed Minister of the Office of the Union
Government Lieutenant-General Yar Pyae on Monday and exchanged views on Myanmar’s
peace process. He also paid a call on junta Foreign Minister U Wunna Maung Lwin and
discussed enhancing cooperation in regional and international forums including the United
Nations and the Shanghai Cooperation Organization.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/the-world-myanmar/indian-foreign-secretary-visits-
myanmar-junta-leaders-as-ties-deepen.html

Myanmar Regime and Russia Sign Nuclear Power Plant Memorandum
By HEIN HTOO ZAN | 23 November 2022

Myanmar’s junta signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) on Tuesday with Rosatom,
Russia’s state-run nuclear corporation, according to a Rosatom press release.

The military regime’s Ministry of Electricity and Energy (MOEE) and Rosatom signed the MOU
on Tuesday on the sidelines of the ATOMEXPO-2022 in Sochi, Russia. The proposed nuclear
power plants will be based on Russian small modular reactor technology,

“The MOU fixes the next steps for Russian-Myanmar cooperation in the framework of small
modular reactor project implementation in Myanmar,” Rosatom said in a press release.

A delegation led by the junta’s Minister for Electricity and Energy and the Minister for Science
and Technology arrived in Sochi on Monday to attend the Xll International Forum ATOMEXPO
2022.

The delegation met with Rosatom’s head Alexey Likhachev and discussed the technologies
related to hydropower, wind turbines, small modular reactor nuclear power plants and the
required capacity-building programmes. Rosatom’s head and the delegation also signed a non-
disclosure agreement, according to junta-controlled media.

In the last week, junta delegations have also attended Transport Week and other international
forums in the Russian capital Moscow.

On Friday, the junta’s science and technology minister, Dr Myo Thein Kyaw, signed a deal with
Rosatom at the nuclear center in St Petersburg to establish a similar institution in Yangon.

Regime chief Min Aung Hlaing has strengthened ties with Russia since his coup in February
2021. In September, the junta signed a road map for atomic energy cooperation with Rosatom,
including the small modular reactor project.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-regime-and-russia-sign-nuclear-power-
plant-memorandum.html
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Min Aung Hlaing follows former dictators down path of economic ruin
NOVEMBER 23, 2022 | OPINION | By AUNG MYIN | FRONTIER

People queue to buy subsidised edible oil in Yangon on August
18. Junta policy decisions have caused the price of basic goods to
skyrocket. (AFP)

The senior general’s policies are focused on regime survival and
will do little to revive Myanmar’s battered economy when his
illegitimate rule is the main obstacle to stability and growth.

In recent months, junta chief Senior General Min Aung Hlaing has held meetings across
Myanmar with representatives of micro, small and medium-sized enterprises. In these meetings
he has suggested MSME development is a top economic priority for his administration, and has
lamented that previous governments allowed consumers to become dependent on imported
goods at the expense of local businesses. As evidence, he has pointed to the persistent trade
deficits under the Union Solidarity and Development Party (2011-16) and National League for
Democracy (2016-21) governments, which Min Aung Hlaing said cumulatively totalled almost
USS$25 billion.

MSME development is part of a broader industrial policy that Min Aung Hlaing says will both
reduce reliance on imports and help achieve higher exports. Other elements include the
reopening of loss-making state-run industries that the NLD closed for economic reasons, and
the heavy promotion of the agriculture and livestock sectors. He’s dusted off an old slogan from
the previous military regime — “The strength of the nation lies within” — to sell these policies.

At a meeting of his “Union government” on October 7, the dictator claimed that these policies
were already working, and that Myanmar’s economy had not contracted as much as the World
Bank, Asian Development Bank and International Monetary Fund had reported (most agree
that GDP plummeted by almost 20 percent immediately after the coup). “Myanmar’s economy
is not too much declining because of manufacturing export products made from agriculture and
livestock farms,” he said, before adding that Myanmar “should not rely on the external [world]
for the economic development of the state”.

But the focus on MSME development and “inner strength” isn’t really about developing or
growing the economy; it’s an attempt to cover up a much more troubling reality. Almost two
years after he stole power, Min Aung Hlaing has no positive economic message to sell, even to
his supporters (the broader public no longer pays much attention to what he says). The
economy has been buffeted by COVID-19 and the coup, and there is little prospect of it
improving while his illegitimate administration is in power and the country remains wracked by
political crisis.
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Min Aung Hlaing is following in the economic footsteps of his predecessors, General Ne Win
and Senior General Than Shwe, who oversaw inward-looking regimes that (albeit to different
degrees) espoused policies of import-substitution and autarky. The junta chief’s real agenda is
regime survival, so it’s no surprise that he has fallen back on policies that helped to keep his
predecessors in power for so long, albeit at great cost to the Myanmar people. The past also
tells us why his industrial policy will fail to achieve its stated aims, and what we can expect
Myanmar’s economy to look like in the years ahead.

Fifty years of failure

Under Ne Win’s socialist rule, beginning in 1962, Myanmar quickly adopted an economic policy
of import substitution. Its agricultural and industrial sectors declined, and by the 1980s, when
its neighbours were reaping the benefits of their export-led growth models, Myanmar was
facing an economic crisis.

The late Myanmar economist U Myat Thein wrote that Myanmar’s economy during this period
was caught in a vicious cycle, in which low exports and increased imports of raw materials
created balance of payment and budgetary problems. This in turn led to low growth and slow
industrialisation — an experience shared by many other countries that adopted import
substitution policies around the same time as Myanmar.

Although the subsequent regime, called the State Law and Order Restoration Council, adopted
a “market-oriented” economy after coming to power in 1988, this was only a partial
liberalisation. The junta enacted certain reforms to open the economy to investment but would
not take the steps necessary for macroeconomic stability. This was due to the priority placed on
regime survival, personalised decision-making, and the desire of top generals and their cronies
to extract rents from public investments and natural resources.

It wasn’t that junta leaders were unaware, for example, of the need to unify multiple exchange
rates; instead, they made a conscious decision to maintain the grossly overvalued official rate
of K6 to the dollar (compared to a market rate of up to K1,200) because it benefited their
personal interests, and those of the military as an institution. For example, foreign currency
earned from exports of natural resources could be converted at the overvalued exchange rate,
allowing the military to purchase equipment abroad more easily with its kyat-denominated
budget allocation. For a similar reason, there was no willingness to privatise state-owned
enterprises, such as Myanma Timber Enterprise or Myanma Qil and Gas Enterprise, because
they were a cash cow for the regime.

Misallocation of public resources and institutionalised corruption were therefore dominant
features of the Than Shwe-led regime, which rebranded itself the State Peace and Development
Council in 1997. It also implemented many white elephant projects, the most obvious of which
is Nay Pyi Taw, the new capital. Even necessary infrastructure projects invariably overran their
deadlines and budgets; one World Bank of hydropower projects found construction
costs had blown out by as much as 400pc.
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Military and ex-military officials have often blamed Myanmar’s underdevelopment during SPDC
rule on Western sanctions. However, others pointed out that it was poor governance and lack
of infrastructure that really hindered foreign investment outside of the energy sector.
Consequently, the agricultural, manufacturing and services sectors were unable to link with
regional and global value chains as they had done in neighbouring countries.

Vietnam provides an example of how an economy can develop even under an authoritarian
regime. While the Myanmar military and crony-owned companies were busy exploiting the
country’s natural resources, Vietnam’s government was developing industrial zones and
providing electricity, and its firms were producing products for export.

propagated bananas will provide a key to Myanmar’s economic
recovery. (AFP)

Trade deficits: not such a big deal

Due to these legacies, Myanmar lagged behind neighbouring
countries in basically all governance and socioeconomic indicators when the military regime
handed over power to ex-general President U Thein Sein’s quasi-civilian government in 2011.

With support from the international community, both Thein Sein’s USDP government and the
subsequent NLD administration made significant progress towards addressing the country’s
many challenges. Poverty fell, while mobile phone penetration and electrification rose
massively. The exchange rate was unified, foreign investment flowed into the country and GDP
growth averaged 7pc between 2011 and 2017. Official development assistance and foreign
investment played an important role in this growth.

That doesn’t mean Min Aung Hlaing is wrong when he says Myanmar became largely reliant on
imported products during this time. When it comes to consumer goods, even soaps and soft
drinks are imported to satiate Myanmar consumers. This can be blamed partly on the fact that
under Ne Win’'s rule, consumers only had access to low-quality products made by state-owned
enterprises. Private enterprise emerged under the Than Shwe regime, but many locally made
products still had a poor reputation.

The relaxation of trade restrictions from 2011 unleashed pent-up demand for foreign goods.
This certainly contributed to persistent trade deficits but another reason was imports of capital
goods. These are generally considered “good” imports because they are assets used to make
products and services. Strong capital goods imports reflected the high level of foreign and local
investment in the economy in the years preceding the coup.

Despite the deficits of the past decade, Myanmar never encountered foreign exchange
shortages or balance of payments problems. Investment, aid, grants, remittances and other
sources of foreign currency helped balance the books and the Central Bank even accumulated
foreign exchange reserves. For example, despite a trade deficit of about 4pc of GDP in 2020,
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Myanmar’s foreign reserves actually rose, the IMF said in its last country report, in July 2020.
The problem for Min Aung Hlaing’s regime is that all these sources of foreign exchange declined
dramatically after the coup, and in fact the country experienced capital outflows due to
plummeting investor confidence. This left it with little choice but to restrict imports; the
alternative would have likely been a balance of payments crisis.

Min Aung Hlaing has trumpeted a $600 million trade surplus in the 2020-21 fiscal year as
evidence of his regime’s sound fiscal management. But this surplus has less to do with surging
exports than a collapse in imports, particularly capital goods — a fall attributable to investors
cancelling or suspending projects, or withdrawing from the country entirely.

Within months of taking power, the State Administration Council, as the regime calls itself, also
started tightening the rules on consumer goods. Imported cars were banned, as were soft
drinks brought in through border trade. These restrictions have been gradually increased, to
the point that more than 80pc of import items now require a licence, up from about 35pc prior
to the coup, according to the World Bank.

Bringing in imported goods has gotten even more complicated since April, when the regime
introduced strict capital controls, including the forcible conversion of foreign currency at a fixed
exchange rate. Under the new system, importers must seek approval from a military-controlled
committee to buy dollars at the official rate of K2,100 to the dollar, compared to a current
market rate of about K3,000, so they can pay their suppliers. The unwillingness to approve
adequate levels of imports has created shortages of essential goods like fuel, medicines and
cooking oil. Such import restrictions are proof that the first priority of the SAC is regime
survival, even at the expense of the economy and public welfare.

Regime survival and economic stagnation

Why will Min Aung Hlaing’s economic policies fail? For MSMEs to help grow the economy,
business owners need openness, macroeconomic stability and good governance. In addition,
they require reliable infrastructure, particularly electricity supply. Unfortunately, Min Aung
Hlaing and his fellow coup-makers have undone a decade of hard work and progress towards
these goals, as relentless power cuts this year have shown.

Myanmar businesses also need capital investment, technology and access to markets in order
to grow; investors don’t just bring money to get nascent industries off the ground, but also the
technology needed to improve efficiency. Instead, however, businesses find themselves
increasingly isolated from the world economy.

The coup has prompted many foreign investors to head for the exit. Some have left because of
reputational concerns and sanctions, others because of the worsening operating environment,
including trade and foreign exchange regulations, and financial sector fragility. Even those that
have stayed have suspended their expansion plans, while the World Bank’s latest firm
monitoring survey in June that companies’ average operating capacity was just 59pc.
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Meanwhile, most aid-funded infrastructure projects have been suspended, and more than $15
billion of investments that were in the pipeline, and due to be funded through
loans, government spending and private finance, are unlikely to materialise. The situation is
only getting worse: the Financial Action Task Force’s decision to blacklist Myanmar will be a
further impediment to growth, as it will of doing business due to the
requirement for enhanced due diligence.

But the regime is compounding these setbacks with desperate policy moves, particularly on
trade and foreign exchange, that are causing huge difficulties for businesses. Recently, for
example, the junta’s Ministry of Commerce announced that imports through border crossings
(starting with stations on the Thai-Myanmar border) will only be allowed if payments are made
with export earnings. This rule will stifle legal imports of consumer goods, and will likely push
up prices and encourage traders to use illegal channels that are

For long-time observers of the Myanmar economy, the outcome is likely to be sadly familiar. As
long as Min Aung Hlaing is in charge, Myanmar will endure perpetually slow economic growth.
After the big decline in GDP last year, most forecasters are expecting growth of just 2-3pc this
year, while estimate the economy will barely grow at all. The best-case scenario is that it
will take five or six years just for the economy to reach pre-COVID levels.

Of course, this outcome could be averted, but it would require the military to hand back power
to a civilian government recognised by the people and the international community.
Unfortunately, the one policy that could most help the economy is the one that the junta
refuses to consider.

Aung Myin (a pseudonym) is from Yangon and has worked on development assistance
programmes for donor agencies and international organisations in Myanmar for two decades.

https://www.frontiermyanmar.net/en/min-aung-hlaing-follows-former-dictators-down-path-
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