PEACE Info (November 17, 2022)

Three Children Among 16 Civilians Killed as Myanmar Junta Shells Noncombatant Targets
Midwife arrested in Mandalay crackdown dies in custody
Mortar strikes kill 10 civilians, injure many more in Maungdaw Twsp village
At least 10 civilians killed by Myanmar army shelling in northern Rakhine State
At Least 45 Myanmar Junta Personnel Killed in Two Days of Attacks by Resistance
Some Political Prisoners Among Almost 6,000 Freed in Myanmar Junta Amnesty
Myanmar Releases Nearly 6,000, Including 4 Foreigners in Prisoner Amnesty
Veteran activist Mya Aye and other prominent junta critics released as part of mass
amnesty
Myanmar junta looks to placate ASEAN with prisoner releases
Myanmar Will Not Hold an ‘Election’ in August 2023
Measures must be taken to increase the country's GDP: SAC vice chair
Myanmar and Russia discuss cooperation issues for the development of the science and
technology sector
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Three Children Among 16 Civilians Killed as Myanmar Junta Shells Noncombatant Targets
By THE IRRAWADDY | 17 November 2022

At least 16 civilians including three children were killed and more than two dozen injured in the
past two days when Myanmar junta troops launched artillery strikes against civilian targets
including a kindergarten in Rakhine and Kayah states.

Without any provocation, the military base in Maungdaw Township, Rakhine State shelled a
crowd attending a child’s naming ceremony in Jitchaung Village in the township on Wednesday
afternoon.

In the artillery strike, 11 civilians including two children aged 8 and 6 were killed and over 20
others injured, according to local media outlets and the ethnic Arakan Army (AA).

Of those injured, five are in critical condition, the Western News reported, citing rescue
workers and residents.

Earlier that morning, four male civilians were killed and two injured when the military’s
Battalion 539 shelled nearby Chaungto Village in Rakhine’s Kyauktaw Township.

By intentionally attacking civilian targets without provocation, the Myanmar military junta is
brazenly committing war crimes, the AA said on Wednesday.

Last Thursday, regime forces killed 11 villagers including senior citizens during a raid on Sin Ein
Gyi Village in the west of Ponnagyun Township after the AA used land mines to ambush junta
soldiers.

An informal ceasefire between the AA and the regime in Rakhine State broke down last
November with clashes erupting in Buthidaung, Maungdaw, Rathedaung, Kyauktaw, Minbya,
Ponnakyun and Mrauk-U townships and neighboring Paletwa Township in Chin State.

Since September, regime forces have escalated attacks on civilian targets.
Kindergarten shelled by junta in Kayah

A 5-year-old girl was killed and eight others including a 9-month-old baby injured in Demoso
Township, Kayah State on Tuesday when three out of five artillery rounds fired by the military’s
Battalion 102 hit a nursery school in the west of the township, according to residents.

Some of the victims were internally displaced people who were earlier forced to flee their
homes elsewhere in the state due to raids by regime forces, according to local media and the
Karenni Revolution Union, which is fighting regime forces in Kayah.

As of Wednesday, a total of 2,465 people had been killed by the military junta across the
country since the coup in February last year and 16,232 people, including government leaders,
arrested.
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According to a June report by the UN Special Rapporteur, at least 382 children have been killed
or maimed, more than 1,400 have been arbitrarily arrested and 142 have been tortured over
the past one-and a-half years since the coup.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/three-children-among-16-civilians-killed-as-
myanmar-junta-shells-noncombatant-targets.html

Midwife arrested in Mandalay crackdown dies in custody

The victim was one of dozens of healthcare workers arrested in the city since late last month
for allegedly supporting anti-regime forces

Myat Thwel | Published on Nov 17, 2022

Poe Thandar Aung (outlined in red) is seen in a
military statement about arrests made in Mandalay on
October 29

A midwife who was arrested during a crackdown on
healthcare workers in Mandalay late last month has
died in regime custody, according to a doctor familiar
with the situation.

Poe Thandar Aung, who was formerly employed at the
Central Women'’s Hospital in Mandalay, died on Monday night, said Dr. Soe Thura Zaw, who is
taking part in the Civil Disobedience Movement (CDM) against military rule.

“l heard the news from three sources. We learned this morning that Ma Poe was dead,” he told
Myanmar Now on Tuesday.

Poe Thandar Aung was arrested in Mandalay on October 29 along with others accused of
sending medical supplies to anti-junta forces.

Also arrested were Dr. Min Zaw Oo, of the Mandalay University of Medicine’s Surgery
Department, nurses Zin Mar Win and Yoon Nandar Tun, a woman named Kyi Thadar Phyu, and
three employees at a bus station in Aungmyay Thazan Township.

The arrests were part of a crackdown launched after regime forces seized nearly 5 million kyat
(52,365) worth of medicine and other supplies from a truck travelling between the towns of
Pale and Gangaw, west of Mandalay, on October 27.

More than a dozen people were taken into custody in the first wave of arrests, and at least 16
more have since been detained, according to CDM sources.
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“Our whole country is suffering because of a general who doesn’t want to retire. Myanmar is
the only country where nurses are executed for doing their jobs,” said Dr. Soe Thura Zaw,
referring to junta leader Min Aung Hlaing.

Myanmar Now has been unable to reach Poe Thandar Aung’s relatives to confirm reports of her
death.

On Monday, another person taking part in the CDM named Hein Zaw Nyo wrote on social
media that Dr. Min Zaw Oo had also been tortured while undergoing interrogation and was
vomiting blood due to the beatings he had received.

“We don’t take up arms. We only provide medical service to the people. The military is
targeting the healthcare community for defying the junta,” he wrote.

Hein Zaw Nyo’s allegations could not be independently confirmed at the time of reporting.

Since seizing power in February 2021, the military has killed 58 healthcare workers and arrested
more than 700, according to Myanmar’s shadow National Unity Government (NUG).

The regime has also destroyed more than 50 hospitals and clinics and at least 40 ambulances,
the NUG reported last month.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/midwife-arrested-in-mandalay-crackdown-dies-in-
custody

Mortar strikes kill 10 civilians, injure many more in Maungdaw Twsp village
DMG Newsroom | 16 November 2022

?" B e Arrangements were made to send people injured by
+97 A SR |\ Wednesday’s shelling in Jeitchaung Village to Maungdaw
; Hospital.

. Ten residents were killed and at least 27 others were
injured after three mortar shells landed and exploded in
Jeitchaung Village, part of Arakan State’s Maungdaw
Township, at about noon on Wednesday, according to
locals.

“The villagers were gathering inside the homes when three mortar shells fell in the village at
around 12 noon today. Three homes were destroyed by the shelling,” said an elder from
Jeitchaung Village.

Seven residents were pronounced dead at the scene and three others died while being sent to
Kyeinchaing Hospital in Maungdaw Township.
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The deceased have been identified as U Shwe Laung, 65; Ko Min Yar, 27; Ko Pyo Thway, 30; Ko
Kyoe Aung, 25; Ko Sein Hla Maung, 35; Maung Nin Mawaing, 5; U Hson Yone, 60; Maung Kyar
Poke, 15; Ma Hla Thein, 6; and Ko Khin Maung Zaw, 55. Some of the injured have been
admitted to Maungdaw Hospital.

Jeitchaung villagers have accused the military’s security checkpoint in Kyeinchaung Village and
the local Border Guard Force of firing mortar shells into the village.

The victims were killed and injured as they gathered at the shell-struck homes after small arms
fire was heard near the village, another resident said.

“Now, we don’t hear the sounds of gunfire and no one remains in the village. Almost all
residents have fled to Kyeinchaung Village,” he added.

Arakan State Minister for Security and Border Affairs Colonel Kyaw Thura and regime
spokesperson Major-General Zaw Min Tun could not be reached for comment.

Jeitchaing Village is home to more than 470 ethnic Mro people from 55 households. The locals
primarily engage in farming.

Four men were also killed and two others including a Grade 9 student were injured by an
artillery strike in Chaungtu Village, part of Arakan State’s Kyauktaw Township, at about noon on
Wednesday.

https://www.dmediag.com/news/5405-md-10kill-ov30ijr

At least 10 civilians killed by Myanmar army shelling in northern Rakhine State

The victims were killed in two separate incidents in different townships at around the same
time on Wednesday

Wai Tha Tun | Published on Nov 17, 2022

A Myanmar army soldier seen in Maungdaw Township in
early 2018 (EPA)

At least 10 people were killed when Myanmar military
forces opened fire with heavy artillery in two northern
Rakhine State townships on Wednesday, according to
local sources.

The shelling, which also left many others injured,
occurred at around midday in Maungdaw and Kyauktaw townships, the sources said.

A resident of Gyit Chaung in northern Maungdaw Township said that the village came under fire
from a junta tactical base in Kyein Chaung, about 3km away, at around noon.
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“Eight or nine people might have been killed, and many more were injured,” he said, adding
that the exact number wasn’t known because none of the villagers have returned since being
forced to flee their homes.

According to another resident, at least three shells fell on the village, which has around 60
households.

Another local told Myanmar Now that many of the casualties were attending a religious
ceremony at a house in the village when it was hit by one of the shells. The victims included
several children, he added.

The other incident occurred at around the same time in Chaung Tu, a village of around 270
households located about 15km from the town of Kyauktaw.

Residents said that three people were killed and three others were severely injured when
Myanmar junta forces based in Kan Sauk, located about 2km to the north, opened fire on the
village.

Most of the victims were older people who were sitting outside drinking tea when the shelling
began, said one local woman.

The bodies of two civilians killed in Chaung Tu,
Kyauktaw Township, on November 16 (Supplied)

“The three who died were having tea together and
were all killed on the spot. They fired around 10 shells
in total, three of which fell inside the village,” said the
woman.

A Residents of both targeted villages said they didn’t
know the reason for the attacks, as there had been no fighting between the military and the
Arakan Army (AA) in their respective areas in recent days.

There were also reports that a military aircraft dropped bombs near another village in
Maungdaw Township on Wednesday.

The body of a man killed by army shelling in Chaung Tu
on November 16 (Supplied)

“They dropped two bombs on the hill west of Ta Man
Thar at around 3pm,” said a resident of the area.

Last Friday, the AA’s political wing, the United League
» : of Arakan, issued a statement vowing to retaliate for a
.; 7 P series of attacks in Ponnagyun Township that left at
least nine civilians dead the day before.

Page 7 of 56


https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/aa-vows-retaliation-for-myanmar-armys-mass-killing-of-civilians
https://www.myanmar-now.org/sites/myanmar-now.org/files/image-collage/kyauktaw_0.jpg
https://www.myanmar-now.org/sites/myanmar-now.org/files/image-collage/kyauktaw_2.jpg

Other shelling incidents were also reported in Minbya and Mrauk U townships on Saturday.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/at-least-10-civilians-killed-by-myanmar-army-
shelling-in-northern-rakhine-state

At Least 45 Myanmar Junta Personnel Killed in Two Days of Attacks by Resistance
By THE IRRAWADDY | 17 November 2022

At least 45 regime soldiers and other personnel including junta informants and a pro-regime
militia member were killed in the last two days as People’s Defense Force groups (PDFs)
continued to attack regime forces across the country.

Meanwhile, at least 15 civilians including children were killed and many others injured when
the military junta bombed civilian targets without provocation.

Incidents were reported in Rakhine and Kayah states and Mandalay, Sagaing and Yangon
regions.

The Irrawaddy has collected the following reports of significant attacks by PDFs as well as the
junta’s latest atrocities.

Some military casualties could not be independently verified.
14 civilians including children killed in junta artillery strikes in Rakhine

A child killed along with 10 other civilians when junta forces
shelled a civilian ceremony in Maungdaw Township, Rakhine
State on Wednesday. / CJ

Eleven civilians including two children aged 8 and 6 were
killed and 20 others were injured in Maungdaw Township,
Rakhine State on Wednesday when a military battalion
shelled a crowd attending a child’s naming ceremony in
nearby Jitchaung Village, said local media outlets and the

ethnic Arakan Army (AA).

That morning, three civilians were killed and three injured in Rakhine’s Kyauktaw Township
when an artillery round fired by the military’s Light Infantry Battalion 539 hit Chaungto Village.

The military junta is brazenly committing war crimes by intentionally targeting civilians without
provocation, the AA said.

Kindergarten shelled in Kayah
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DRO-LPDF ﬁ i e A relative mourns near a girl killed by junta shelling of a
etk i ‘ a8 kindergarten in Demoso Township, Kayah State on
&% Tuesday./ DMO-LPDF

A 5-year-old girl was killed and eight civilians injured in
Demoso Township, Kayah State on Tuesday when three
out of five artillery rounds fired by military Battalion 102
hit the nursery school in the west of the township,

according to residents.
A photo shows the destroyed roof of the school building after the junta artillery strikes.
Six junta soldiers burning houses killed in Sagaing

Houses burn in a junta arson attack in Nagar Pauk Village
in Myaung Township, Sagaing Region on Tuesday. / Ko
Nway Oo-Myaung

At least six regime soldiers were killed in Myaung
Township, Sagaing Region on Tuesday when local PDF
groups jointly attacked regime forces burning houses in
Nagar Pauk Village in the township, a representative of
the Civil Defense and Security Organization of Myaung
(CDSOM), which was involved in the attack, told local media.

OPPO F19 Pro -
2022/11/1517:50

After being attacked, the regime forces fled the village by crossing the Irrawaddy River in
motorboats.

Prior to burning them down, the regime forces looted the houses of fleeing villagers, the PDF
group said.

On the previous day, five regime troops were killed in an ambush by PDF groups while heading
to Nagar Pauk Village, according to CDSOM.

Five regime forces killed in Sagaing

At least five regime soldiers are believed to have been killed in Ayadaw Township, Sagaing
Region on Tuesday when four PDF groups jointly shelled regime forces who were performing
security duty along the Monwya-Ayadaw highway for a regime official traveling in the area,
claimed Danger Force-Local PDF group, which was involved in the attack.

The group said it used five 80-mm improvised mortar rounds to shell regime patrols near Thit
Kyin Gyi branch line on the highway.

The PDF’s video shows resistance fighters using improvised mortar rounds to shell regime
targets.
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Four junta informants assassinated in Sagaing

Resistance group Thugs with Beautiful Hearts claimed on Wednesday that it and five other PDF
groups killed four military informants in Myaung Township, Sagaing Region for guiding junta
troops to raid Myit Sone Village in recent days.

The village faced three arson attacks by regime forces in a single day on Sunday.

The PDF group also urged all junta informants and pro-regime supporters to stand on the side
of the people instead of the military regime.

Two regime forces killed in PDF attack in Sagaing

Two junta soldiers were killed in Myinmu Township, Sagaing Region early Wednesday when two
PDF groups used grenades to attack regime sentries at the factory, claimed Zero Guerrilla
Forces, which coordinated the attack.

Six military troops killed in Sagaing

Katha-PDF group claimed that it and the All Burma Students’ Democratic Front (ABSDF) killed
six regime forces and injured three others when they ambushed a military detachment of 150
troops near Hae Nar Village in the township on Tuesday.

All resistance troops managed to escape from the area without casualties.
Army officer killed in PDF raid in Sagaing

Two guns, grenades, mobile phones and some cash seized by a
PDF group during a raid on regime forces in Kale Township,
Sagaing Region on Wednesday. / Vakok-CNDF

An army captain was killed in Kale Township, Sagaing Region on
Wednesday when the Vakok-Chin National Defense Force
raided regime forces stationed in Myauk See Village.

In the raid, two small guns, grenades, a motorbike and some
cash were seized, the PDF group said.

A video shot by the PDF group shows resistance fighters raiding

the village.

20 soldiers killed in Mandalay

At least 20 regime forces were reportedly killed in Madaya Township, Mandalay Region on
Wednesday when combined PDF groups used land mines to ambush a military convoy, local
media reported, citing a statement from the resistance group that conducted the ambush.
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At 3 a.m. Wednesday, the PDF groups used a cluster of eight land mines to ambush three
military vehicles between two villages, Natsoe Underground Resistance group, which was
involved in the attack, told the media.

In the attack, a vehicle crashed into the roadside and another crashed into a tree, the PDF
group said.

In a PDF video, gunfire can be heard coming from the convoy after it was hit by the blasts.
Pro-regime militia member assassinated in Tanintharyi

Pro-regime militia member Ko Phyoe, who was assassinated
by a PDF group in Launglon Township, Tanintharyi Region on
Wednesday. / DDT

Local resistance group Dawei Defense Team claimed to have
assassinated pro-regime Pyu Saw Htee militia member Ko
Phyo in a village in Launglon Township, Tanintharyi Region
on Wednesday.

He was accused of helping regime forces kill two civilians in
Dawei and Launglon townships.

The PDF group said the victim repeatedly refused to follow its warnings.
Regime forces bombed in Yangon

Some regime forces are believed to have been injured in Yangon Region’s Mingalardon
Township, where many military bases and military hospitals are located, on Wednesday
afternoon when two urban resistance groups used two remote-controlled bombs to attack
junta forces, said Young Defense Power Force, which joined the attack.

The group said it targeted regime forces who were inspecting vehicles and seizing motorbikes
near a junction on the Yangon-Pyay highway.

The group also urged civilians to stay away from regime forces.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/at-least-45-myanmar-junta-
personnel-killed-in-two-days-of-attacks-by-resistance.htmil

Some Political Prisoners Among Almost 6,000 Freed in Myanmar Junta Amnesty
By THE IRRAWADDY | 17 November 2022

Myanmar’s military regime released some political prisoners including a minister from the
country’s ousted National League for Democracy (NLD), the party’s spokesperson, a former

Page 11 of 56


https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/at-least-45-myanmar-junta-personnel-killed-in-two-days-of-attacks-by-resistance.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/at-least-45-myanmar-junta-personnel-killed-in-two-days-of-attacks-by-resistance.html

student leader and an anti-regime activist Buddhist monk among almost 6,000 prisoners
granted amnesty on Thursday.

Ko Mya Aye, one of the leaders of the ‘88 Generation Students group, was released from
Yangon’s Insein Prison along with the NLD’s spokesperson Dr. Myo Nyunt. Both were arrested
by the regime on the first day of the coup on Feb. 1 last year.

Ko Mya Aye, one of the 88 Generation Students leaders,
§ greets people upon his release on Nov. 17, 2022. / The
Irrawaddy

Writer Maung Tha Cho, who is known for his satirical pieces
criticizing the Myanmar military before the coup, and Shwe
Nyawa Sayadaw, an anti-regime Buddhist monk, were
among those freed from the same prison.

Also released was U Kyaw Tint Swe, a former Union minister for Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s Office
of the State Counselor; U Than Htay, a former member of the Union Election Commission; and
Daw Lae Lae Maw, a former chief minister of Tanintharyi Region who was jailed for 30 years for
corruption in 2020 under the NLD government, state media announced.

The pardon also saw the releases of detained high-profile foreigners Sean Turnell, an Australian
economist and former adviser to now detained Myanmar democracy icon Daw Aung San Suu
Kyi; former British envoy Vicky Bowman and her Myanmar husband; and Japanese filmmaker
Toru Kubota. The regime said they will be deported on Thursday afternoon.

The regime’s state media said the mass amnesty announced on Thursday was to mark the
country’s National Day.

The Assistance Association of Political Prisoners-Burma (AAPP), a local advocacy group for
prisoners’ rights, told The Irrawaddy it had recorded the release of 52 political prisoners from
the regime’s prisons in Yangon, Bago and Mandalay regions as of Thursday afternoon.

Myanmar has been in social and political turmoil since the military staged a coup in February
last year, arresting civilian leaders including the country’s President U Win Myint and Daw Aung
San Suu Kyi in early morning raids.

The coup sparked widespread protests that met with deadly crackdowns, leading to the arrests
of thousands and helping fuel popular armed resistance across the country.

The AAPP said the regime has arrested 16,232 people since the takeover and 13,015 were in
detention as of Wednesday. The regime has killed more than 2,400 people since the takeover.

The international community including the US and EU have responded to the junta’s bloody
crackdowns on protesters and arrests with a series of sanctions against the regime’s leadership
and their associates while calling for the release of all political prisoners.
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At the gate of Yangon’s Insein Prison on Thursday, family members waited excitedly under an
unseasonal downpour as a series of buses with newly released inmates onboard drove out.

The just released NLD spokesperson Dr. Myo Nyunt shouted from the bus’s window to the
gathering crowd: “The release is good for me but | still want something good for the country.”

Ko Mya Aye, a leader of the ‘88 Generation Students group, said “I will be with the people of
Myanmar.”

AAPP Joint Secretary Ko Bo Kyi said the regime’s amnesty today was an old trick used by
successive juntas whenever they face international pressure. Currently the regime is under
pressure not only from Western democracies but also from regional groups like the Association
of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), of which Myanmar is a member.

The joint secretary said he wasn’t thrilled by the amnesty, pointing out that it wouldn’t make
any difference for Myanmar as there are many other political prisoners remaining inside jails
while the arrest of political dissidents continues. He stressed that the international community
should be aware that Thursday’s amnesty was not enough.

“The regime has to release all [political prisoners] unconditionally, including President U Win
Myint and Daw Aung San Suu Kyi. To make it happen, the world has to keep pressuring the
junta,” he said.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/some-political-prisoners-among-almost-6000-freed-
in-myanmar-junta-amnesty.html

Myanmar Releases Nearly 6,000, Including 4 Foreigners in Prisoner Amnesty
VOA News

A man looks out from a bus window as people look for their family
members and relatives on a bus carrying prisoners who released
from Insein Prison, Nov. 17, 2022, in Yangon, Myanmar.

Myanmar’s military-controlled government announced Thursday it
was releasing nearly 6,000 prisoners under a broad amnesty.

Major General Zaw Min Tun, Myanmar junta’s spokesperson, confirmed to VOA Burmese the
release of artists, activists, one minister, a top election commission official and one minister
chief from the ousted Aung San Suu Kyi government, as well as four foreigners.

Among those being freed were Sean Turnell, an Australian economist and adviser to Aung San
Suu Kyi, former British ambassador to Myanmar Vicky Bowman and her Burmese artist
husband, Htein Lin, U.S. citizen Kyaw Htay Oo and Japanese documentary filmmaker Toru
Kubota. Zaw Min Tun also said the foreigners will be deported immediately.
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Despite Thursday’s releases, there are still thousands of political prisoners remaining in
detention, Mark Farmaner, executive director of Burma Campaign UK, told VOA.

“It’s very welcome to see these political prisoners have been released,” Farmaner said. “It's
wonderful news for their families, but they should never have been in jail in the first place. And
thousands and thousands of other political prisoners remain in the jail.”

On Wednesday, a day before the latest prisoner release, Burma Campaign UK published a
statement saying that the number of detained political prisoners had reached more than
13,000 in Myanmar, a new record high.

The prisoner release comes during a week of intense Asia diplomacy, with world leaders
convening in Phnom Penh for the ASEAN Summit, the G20 meetings in Bali and the APEC
summit in Bangkok. Myanmar’s military leaders have been barred from the high-level
gatherings.

ASEAN leaders released a statement at the end of their meeting saying they would consider
reviewing Myanmar’s representation at future summits.

Farmaner said those meetings may have had an impact, particularly at ASEAN, and that the
military is worried about ASEAN taking a stronger stance.

“They may be hoping that some of the ASEAN members more sympathetic to the military can
use these releases to try to argue that soft engagement with the military is the way to go rather
than expulsion or sanctions,” Farmaner said.

According to a Myanmar junta spokesperson, in total, 5,774 prisoners were released, including
712 people it described as political prisoners.

"It is the one bright spot in what is otherwise an incredibly dark time, where we see things
going from bad to worse,” U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken said in Bangkok while reacting
to the developments.

Mya Aye, a prominent politician and one of the leaders of the ‘88 Generation Students, as well
as writer Maung Tha Cho and an anti-regime activist monk, Shwe Nyawa Sayadew were
released from the Insein prison.

Also released were Kyaw Tint Swe, a minister of the ousted Aung San Suu Kyi government; Than
Htay, a member of the Union Election Commission; and Lae Lae Maw, a chief minister of
Tanintharyi Region.

News editor Than Htike Aung from Mizzima News Agency was released from Yamethin prison in
Mandalay Region. He told VOA Burmese that he was released with only two months left on his
two-year-long prison term.
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Tun Kyi, spokesman for the Association for the Assistance of Political Victims (AAPP) told VOA
Burmese that many of those released had nearly completed their prison terms.

“There is nothing to welcome and [thank] for releasing them now,” he said. “Releasing those
who served prison terms is not in goodwill politically and viewed as doing it for their own good
to ease tension at the international front.”

After the Myanmar’s military coup, from February 2021 to November 16, 2022, a total of
13,015 people were arrested and detained, and 1,648 people were sentenced to prison terms,
according to AAPP.

https://www.voanews.com/a/myanmar-releasing-nearly-6-000-prisoners/6838277.html

Veteran activist Mya Aye and other prominent junta critics released as part of mass amnesty

Several of those freed under an amnesty announced on Thursday had been arrested on the day
of last year’s coup

Myanmar Now | Published on Nov 17, 2022

Veteran activist Mya Aye speaks to the media upon his release
from Insein Prison on the afternoon of November 17 (Supplied by
citizen journalist)

Veteran democracy activist Mya Aye, who has been in junta
custody since the military seized power in February of last year,
was among nearly 5,800 prisoners pardoned in a mass amnesty
on Thursday. He was released from Yangon’s Insein Prison along with several other detainees
on Thursday afternoon.

A regime-controlled court sentenced the prominent ‘88 generation student leader to two years
in prison in March under Section 505c of the Penal Code for “inciting hate towards an ethnicity
or a community.” He was handed the sentence on his 56th birthday.

“I will always be with the people of Myanmar,” he told reporters gathered outside the prison
upon his release.

Several others arrested on the day of the February 2021 coup were also freed on Thursday,
including two senior members of the ousted ruling party, the National League for Democracy—
party spokesperson Dr. Myo Nyunt and legal advisor Kyaw Ho.

Satirist Maung Thar Cho and junta critic Ven. Pyinya Thiha—a senior monk better known as
Shwe Nya Wah Sayadaw—were among the other notable figures released after more than 21
months in detention.
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Writer Maung Thar Cho is seen outside Insein Prison on
November 17 (Supplied by citizen journalist)

A total of 143 prisoners were due to be released from prisons in
Mandalay Region, including 14 from Obo Prison. Several sources
confirmed that those released from prisons across the country
include a number of journalists held for incitement.

“‘.A‘J /j::“' :
Four foreign nationals—Australian economist Sean Turnell, former UK diplomat Vicky Bowman,
Japanese documentary filmmaker Toru Kubota, and American botanist Kyaw Htay Oo—were
also among those freed. The military said the four would be deported upon their release.
Details are still unknown.

Also granted amnesty were the ousted minister of the State Counsellor’s Office Kyaw Tint Swe
and former Tanintharyi Region chief minister Le Le Maw, who had been sentenced before the
coup to 30 years behind bars for corruption.

Families wait outside Insein Prison as prison authorities begin to
release detainees granted an amnesty on November 17
(Supplied by citizen journalist)

Meanwhile, filmmaker Min Htin Ko Ko Gyi, another longtime
critic of the military, was released on Tuesday after completing a
two-year sentence. However, singer Saw Phoe Khwar was re-
arrested on the same day and sent to Taungoo Prison in Bago
Region after another charge was filed against him. Further details were not available at the
time of reporting.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/veteran-activist-mya-aye-and-other-prominent-
junta-critics-released-as-part-of-mass-amnesty

Myanmar junta looks to placate ASEAN with prisoner releases
The military’s amnesty is a calculated move to win bloc’s backing for elections next year.
A commentary by Zachary Abuza | 2022.11.17

The Myanmar junta’s announcement that it is releasing several high-profile prisoners
including a former UK ambassador and an Australian economist, is an attempt to stave off
pressure from ASEAN as the military looks to win legitimacy for national elections slated for
next year.
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A crowd greets a bus carrying prisoners released
Thursday, Nov. 17, 2022, from Insein Prison in Yangon,
Myanmar. RFA

On Thursday, the junta, formally called the State
Administrative Council, said it was releasing Australian
- Sean Turnell, Briton Vicky Bowman, Japanese journalist
Toru Kubota u.s. Burmese national Kyaw Htay Oo and several senior opposition figures. It
was part of a prisoner amnesty of 5,774 prisoners, including 712 political prisoners, to mark
a national holiday.

Turnell, an academic, was a close economic advisor to deposed civilian leader Aung San Suu
Kyi, who is now in prison herself — convicted and sentenced on multiple charges for a total
of 26 years. Turnell was arrested days after the 1 Feb. 2021 coup, and sentenced to three
years. Former ambassador Bowman, who ran an NGO which advocated corporate
responsibility, was arrested with her husband Htein Lin, in September 2022. They were each
sentenced to one year each on immigration charges. Lin was also released. Toru Kubota was
arrested in July 2022 and sentenced to seven years.

The trumped-up charges against Bowman, Turnell, and Kubota indicate that they were
effectively used as hostages to prevent their respective governments from endorsing
tougher economic sanctions against the junta.

Indonesian President Joko Widodo, who has assumed
the rotating presidency of ASEAN, has said “Indonesia
is deeply disappointed the situation in Myanmar is
worsening,” and worried that the organization’s
dithering was “defining” the Southeast Asian bloc.
Credit: AFP/Indonesia's Presidential Palace file photo

Why Now?

The releases came just days after Indonesian President Joko Widodo assumed the rotating
presidency of ASEAN. His predecessor as ASEAN chair, Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen,
had largely advocated an engagement policy with the junta, though he was pressured by
ASEAN members to disinvite their political leadership to the summits.

In reality, Cambodia’s “leadership” was a gift to the junta. But a sympathetic chair is no
longer a given.

Widodo, commonly known as Jokowi, announced his dissatisfaction with the grouping’s
failure to get the junta to abide by the terms of the Five Point Consensus, reached between
the junta and ASEAN in April 2021. It was intended to foster a political settlement and
facilitate the delivery of humanitarian aid.
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A Nov. 13 statement from ASEAN after its leaders met for a summit in Cambodia, called

for “concrete, practical and measurable indicators” of progress in implementing the
consensus, and the junta has reason to believe that Indonesia will be more forceful in its
approach. Jokowi stated that “Indonesia is deeply disappointed the situation in Myanmar is
worsening,” and worried that the organization’s dithering was “defining” the Southeast
Asian bloc.

While one might be skeptical that Indonesia may take a substantially harder line on the
junta, would the generals in Naypyidaw be willing to take the risk? Foreign policy has never
been a high priority for the Indonesian president, but having successfully hosted what could
have been a very contentious G-20 summit and now assuming the presidency of ASEAN,
Jokowi may be looking towards his legacy. His time in office will end in 2024.

But it was more than the ASEAN meeting that accounts for the timing.

On Nov. 14, Malaysian Foreign Minister Saifuddin Abdullah announced that said that
Malaysia would not support the junta’s planned elections in 2023, as it would be “biased”
and rejected by Aung San Suu Kyi’s National League of Democracy, which won
overwhelmingly in the November 2020 polls, the shadow National Unity Government or
other stakeholders.

“The pro-democracy group that won the previous election won big but before they could
convene Parliament, the junta took over power,” Saifuddin said. “Therefore, it is completely
illogical for Malaysia and ASEAN to support the election.”

The junta has every reason to fear that Indonesia may follow suit, paving the way for other
ASEAN states, such as the Philippines and Singapore, to share that position.

The proposed election in Myanmar in 2023 will be shambolic, for a host of reasons. The
junta has established a proportional representation system it believes that will be in its
favor, arrested hundreds of NLD members of parliament and activists, gerrymandered
districts, moved to ban parties, and controlled the media. It is also moving to establish a
national identity card system that would be required for voting, but likely unavailable to
much of the electorate. The junta also controls the Union Election Commission and the
judiciary.

Various ethnic resistance organizations have already stated that no electoral activities will be
allowed in their territory. The shadow government that emerged after the coup, the NUG,
will probably lead a nationwide boycott of the elections, further diminishing the credibility of
the vote.

Yet, while the junta is confident that they can rig a vote in their favor, they are much less
confident that the international community will accept it. Coup leader Senior Gen. Min Aung
Hlaing really believes that elections would allow him, Thai style, to cling to power and
legitimize his regime.
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While he can count on China, Russia and India, along with Japan and South Korea, to endorse
any elections, giving the regime a fig leaf of legitimacy and allowing business as usual to
resume, the key to international acceptance will be the stance of ASEAN.

The U.S. and the West have always said that ASEAN has to be the lead to any political
resolution to the crisis in Myanmar. So it’s essential for the junta to try to preempt the bloc
from rejecting the election’s results, before they’ve even happened.

A member of the Karenni Nationalities Defence Force
(KNDF) takes part in training for female special forces
members in Myanmar's eastern Kayah state this year.
Despite losses on the battlefield to ethnic resistance
organizations and People’s Defense Forces, the junta
feels it can win by outlasting its opponents’ will to
fight. Credit: AFP/Karenni Nationalities Defense Force
file photo

The junta’s theory of victory

Despite considerable battlefield losses against Ethnic Resistance Organizations and People’s
Defense Forces that have taken up arms since the coup, and a multi-front civil war, the junta
has a theory of victory. The NUG’s center of gravity is their alliances and working
relationships with the various ethnic armed organizations who also provide the NUG’s
network of militias with arms and training. So they continue to dangle autonomy agreements
and revenue sharing with any ethnic resistance organization that will show up in Naypyidaw.

The SAC also knows that time is on their side. Despite their gross economic mismanagement,
they still have more resources than the NUG, they have access to weapons and arms, and
can borrow money from abroad.

The junta simply has to hang on, and not lose any more territory before the elections slated
for next August. Indeed, they are poised to begin their dry season offensive, trying to retake
as much territory as possible and use their air power to bomb the ethnic resistance forces in
the hopes that they quit the NUG and enter into peace talks.

And that’s why the release of Turnell, Bowman and others is so important. It will be
interpreted by many in ASEAN and the international community as a goodwill gesture by the
junta that will allow states that were starting to call for greater isolation of the junta to
accept continued engagement.

For the junta, it all comes down to next year’s elections. It worked for the Thai junta that
seized power in 2014, and was able within a few years to go from pariah to a normalized
state, all while politically emasculating the opposition.
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For Min Aung Hlaing, Bowman, Turnell, Kubota, and others are tokens to be exchanged for
international endorsement. And they have many more to play, including the Lady herself --
as Aung San Suu Kyi is known in Myanmar -- as they maneuver to hold onto power. This is no
humanitarian gesture, but a cynical and calculated ploy for international legitimacy.

Zachary Abuza is a professor at the National War College in Washington and an adjunct at
Georgetown University. The views expressed here are his own and do not reflect the position
of the U.S. Department of Defense, the National War College, Georgetown University or RFA.
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Myanmar Will Not Hold an ‘Election’ in August 2023
By MATTHEW B. ARNOLD | 17 November 2022

An election is understood to mean “a formal and organized choice by vote of a person for a
political office or other position.” Myanmar’s junta has claimed it will organize an ‘election’ for
August 2023. Don’t call it what it isn’t. The junta’s event, whatever it is and looks like, will in no
way be an election. If analysts, media, and diplomats use the term ‘election’, the onus is on
them to justify and prove why and how exactly it wasn’t legitimate when in fact it wasn’t even
what happened.

This isn’t just about semantics. It is about establishing the factual basis for what is transpiring in
reality. Autocrats who co-opt democratic terms are very skillful at doing so to create a narrative
that they are something they are not. The best way to prevent this is to stop allowing them to
freely use words they have no basis for using. Simply put — democracies need to stop letting
dictatorships co-opt the terminology of democracy. By not pushing back, and by not introducing
new terminology that accurately describes what dictatorships are doing, it allows the autocrats
of the world to claim legitimacy by dressing up their actions with words that should never have
been used in the first place.

When Myanmar’s generals say “discipline flourishing democracy”, it means dictatorship. When
Xi Xinping says there is a “Chinese-style democracy” and an “American-style democracy”, he is
spouting utter nonsense. China under the Communist Party is a totalitarian dictatorship from
top to bottom and in no way is a democracy. Even more onerously totalitarian and
unguestionably not a democracy is North Korea, the so-called “Democratic People’s Republic of
Korea”. Claims of elections in such countries are nonsense. Having a ‘choice’ of one person
picked by one party does not make for an election.

In Myanmar in 2008 a ‘referendum’ on the 2008 Constitution never happened. This was a
coerced, fraudulent exercise that in no way reflected the will of the people or even marginally
synced with the intentions of the term ‘referendum’. The fact that the exercise happened in the
immediate aftermath of Cyclone Nargis highlights this point, namely that the exercise was
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coerced, predetermined, and never had any intention of representing the will of the Myanmar
people. The sad thing is that because this term was used so extensively and became
mainstream, including in international media, over the years it became, by default, accepted as
what happened. This then lent unfortunate credence to the 2008 Constitution. The same is true
for the 2010 election. Myanmar’s only free and fair elections in its modern history, even though
problematic in important ways, were the by-elections starting in 2012 and the general elections
of 2015 and 2020.

As regards the junta’s plans for a 2023 poll, commentators in the media, civil society or
diplomacy that use terms and phrases like “sham elections” or “elections under military rule”
unfortunately start the discourse from a disadvantage. They inherently force those rightly
accusing dictators of being dictators to prove that the ‘election’ wasn’t good enough for this or
that reason, when what happened wasn’t even an election in the first place. If one starts the
conversation with a false term, it inherently lends legitimacy to whoever is claiming that term
as being true. This approach became mainstream after being adopted by former United States
President Donald Trump, when he called the 2020 US election “fraudulent”.

Words matter. They matter because they set narratives about what is happening or what will
happen. By allowing the junta to use the term ‘election” and to state that it will occur in August
2023, it catalyzes the wider international narrative about what’s happening in Myanmar. In
simple terms, it creates the axis around which policy discourses begin to swirl about what to do
as regards the country. Within Myanmar even if some fraudulent, coerced event occurs in
August 2023 it will not actually do anything to stop the revolution against the junta because the
Myanmar people have made it clear in a thousand ways that they do not accept a return to
military rule. Internationally, though, the military regime is using this term to create the illusion
of a clear “roadmap” of what the world can expect. While some countries have already called
out the junta’s plans and said that they won’t accept the result of any ‘election’, other countries
are clearly just waiting for the junta to declare the event a success, even if it will be the
regime’s proxies and newly-retired generals who will ‘win’.

There is a story unfolding in Myanmar, but it does not match what the junta is saying. An
August report from the Special Advisory Council for Myanmar highlighted that the junta only
has stable control over 17 per cent of the country. The rest of the country is in active and
escalating armed resistance against junta forces or is controlled by ethnic armed organizations
that do not accept military rule in their areas, even if they maintain ceasefires with the military.

Hence, this is a country of approximately 55 million people in a sustained, committed
revolution that’s focused on building a better future for themselves and future generations. It is
not just about getting rid of the military or the Association of Southeast Asian Nation’s myopic
“returning to normalcy” tomfoolery, in other words a toxic quasi-democracy built around
military paramountcy. It is about creating a fundamentally different country built around real
federal democracy. As the National Unity Government’s Acting President Duwa Lashi La has so
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profoundly stated: this is the second war for independence. Myanmar’s people want to start
afresh.

The world should stop accepting the Myanmar military’s use of the term ‘election’ completely
because that is not what will happen. The military’s event — which will undoubtedly be
preordained, coercive, highly violent and in no way an election in any meaning of the word — is
not the pole around which the conflict in the country will be resolved. A better term doesn’t
currently exist in the English language, but surely one needs to be created along the lines of
“coerced deception”.

In essence, don’t accept the regime’s narrative that there is a pathway to peace and stability
and that the key date is August 2023. There is a pathway to peace in Myanmar, but it means
the complete defeat of the current military and the implementation of the roadmap articulated
by the Federal Democracy Charter drawn up by the democratic resistance’s National Unity
Consultative Council.

Matthew B. Arnold is an independent policy analyst. He has been researching Myanmar’s
politics and governance since 2012.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/guest-column/myanmar-will-not-hold-an-election-in-
august-2023.html

Measures must be taken to increase the country's GDP: SAC vice chair

PUBLISHED 17 NOVEMBER 2022 | EMG

Measures must be taken to increase the country’s
GDP, said Vice-Senior General Soe Win, Vice Chairman
of the State Administration Council (SAC), Deputy
Prime Minister at the working committee meeting
(1/2022) of the Myanmar Entrepreneurship and Micro,
Small and Medium Enterprise (MSME) held on

November 15.

At the meeting, Vice-Senior General Soe Win discussed potential development of value-added
products from raw materials, farm, meat and fish products in various regions, with the help of
technical equipment and they must work hard to improve the value chain and promote the
country's GDP.

Our working committee has the ability to implement the policies established by the MSME
Central Committee and bridge between MSME business operators and it is a committee that
has to manage practical needs, difficulty, providing necessary advice and technology for
entrepreneurs in a timely manner, said Vice-Senior General Soe Win.
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It was formed by officials from the Union of Myanmar Federation of Chambers of Commerce
and Industry, Myanmar Computer Federation, Myanmar Banks Association, Myanmar Youth
Entrepreneurs Association and Myanmar Women Entrepreneurs’ Association including most
ministries, said Vice-Senior General Soe Win.

All the members of our working committee must work hard in spite of the tasks assigned to the
MSME Central Committee and the MSME entrepreneurs on a timely basis for the rapid
development of the country's economic sector. As the committee must work for the rapid
development of the nation's economy, it has great responsibilities, and in order to fulfill these
responsibilities, all members of the working committee must work together to coordinate, said
Vice-Senior General Soe Win.

Union Ministers, Chairman of Nay Pyi Taw Council, Deputy Ministers, working committee
members and officials attended the meeting, and regional and state chief ministers and officials
from associations attended via video conference.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/measures-must-be-taken-to-increase-the-countrys-gdp-sac-
vice-chair

Myanmar and Russia discuss cooperation issues for the development of the science and
technology sector

PUBLISHED 17 NOVEMBER 2022

4 "4 Union Minister for Science and Technology Dr. Myo

‘ Thein Kyaw, who is in the Russian Federation met with
H.E. Valery Falkov, Minister for Science and Higher
Education of the Russian Federation, and discussed
cooperation issues for the development of the science
and technology sector of the two countries, sources said.

The Myanmar delegation, led by the Union Minister of
Science and Technology, Dr. Myo Thein Kyaw, who is in
the Russian Federation to attend the 12th Nuclear Technology-based Innovation Forum (2022)
and for a research study trip to the Russian Federation, along with Myanmar Ambassador to the
Russian Federation U Lwin Oo and the officials, went to meet with H.E. Valery Falkov, Minister
for Science and Higher Education of the Russian Federation in Moscow in the morning of
November 14.

In the meeting, they exchanged views on cooperation issues of sending scholars, increasing the
number of scholarships, cooperation between universities, and for the development of the
Myanmar-Russia science and technology sector.
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Then, the Myanmar delegation led by the Union Minister went to the National Research
University “Moscow Power Engineering Institute” (MPEI) and met with the officials of the
university led by Rector Alexander Bryuk-hoveskovoe and discussed the issues of academics to
be more efficient and effective.

Next, the Union Minister and his delegation met with officials from the National Research
Nuclear University (MEPhI) Rector Vladimir Schevchenko and visited and saw the university's
teaching and learning, practical rooms and the research facilities and discussed about the
science and technology sector and human resource development issues.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/myanmar-and-russia-discuss-cooperation-issues-for-the-
development-of-the-science-and-technology
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