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We Wake Thinking How to Defeat Junta: Myanmar Resistance Fighter
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Myanmar military troops kill four Mandalay civilians after extorting money from their
families

Twante man dies in custody a week after his arrest

Myanmar Rights Groups Call on Junta Rape Victims to Report Violations

KIA Poses Formidable Threat to Junta Military in Northern Myanmar

Momauk Conflict Prevents Hundreds From Returning Home

Civilian death toll mounts in Rakhine State feud between Burma Army and AA

Dozens of Myanmar Junta Forces, PDF Member Killed in Two Days of Resistance Attacks
Myanmar’s ‘leaderless’ uprising is a break from the past

Myanmar junta searches for ways to curb mass resignations from its administration
State Peace Talks Team meets with NMSP in NPT

Russian Su-30s Add Wings to Myanmar Junta’s ‘Man-Eating Tiger’

Some Myanmar nationals on a visit visa to Thailand detained at Don Mueang Airport
36000833 63209 06 B0 06OMm S:§sr6000E69PAS

e[erE$ cao[B|505m g o gm gx\") oao&% 20z 8s ﬁéq

|§C L@l?m (&P G('T.H g)mOOO'J§ (.;] (A} GC\')’)CQ_I(DO |®®G0008 ©000 O') G§3%8§°1 Ogé:qu

3o

1I)OOOOG§
[

o?J[mooogc € [opd 2990 Q B: or% 0860EB8006m ©6:a8:0005(g05
[coc3-cdlecocod: 88 orcLJ’ O[5 0SemEB8m G(\)GE’JOC [s¢ $6[36 moﬁ’)
0660mESSM mcﬁ:?ogr_, Cp6:06905¢) 9C0US- oogx?ooég) 0068 095 BeSacdpe
GOOIBMEINE3 0OGIGENEYP: 32652000 §EeCep: (33206

2009[8|,500 05905eRE P8EMNES 30066 E:9|: 32013208 9 Bt Go0s0:

30006 829232013208 006308 9 B:05200594[B:6$705 06EEBOGPE A0S0 E0[§E
63009 0Qd6[3:036:6gpEae

oo‘iecm88§8 AA o%cfig 328@81 066mE8ND )
(Jeiset ogﬁ. 3 oooooq@ooccm 133 632632 §E:a03HJD
0ER|$:[81.5 009> comd$d[Bie oooE 33«1003)°§8§°3m36p|§&oo$
cenCeome[mddE: §63nE[gE $udfenieonto§isr: 632632 08B
ALP 003605500808 0 8203 AA wdsaBiogniunad

©059[B),$05 codsad[mBea[oNE Mmaeoo: c63:3a0820E 32qE0: ()8 BS0d 3PS

00 3:0§ 6ooadi(8: comdeddwodiag], a8

006200 32@5@0‘508@053305@03@@@08 [0600e0: 30500 |50 9§§ o

(G ° i 3 MY T° (o n.x.Jc;? 91

NUG 0$[03:qp: 6ag:65:000058E 0600093260 0rc0000gm? 3264,086600900 [3600E
~ COC o Q (‘o [ o _¢ : ¢ (‘o ' [o] ©

ASEAN 328,0C$CCQP:) 32800 @) Qjmdl 00000R$:9|™ NUCC cozQ

Page 1 of 49



We Wake Thinking How to Defeat Junta: Myanmar Resistance Fighter
By THE IRRAWADDY | 10 November 2022

Magwe Region has emerged as a resistance stronghold since the February coup last year and
suffered numerous regime airstrikes and arson attacks.

Bo Letyar, commander of People’s Defense Force Battalion 1 in Myaing Township, recently
talked to The Irrawaddy about the conflict, how the regime is changing its tactics and how
strong the revolutionary spirit is among residents.

What is the military situation in Myaing?

Junta troops are operating in the area but there are fewer engagements now as both sides seek
to carry out surprise attacks against the other.

Bo Letyar, commander of People’s Defense Force Battalion 1 in
Myaing

There were frequent mine attacks on junta convoys but they are
barely reported now. The regime is increasingly conducting air
raids. How is the situation changing?

Before junta troops came on foot and air support came only
after they were attacked. Now aircraft come first to provide
security for the ground troops.

In response, we spread out our forces to cover wider areas and avoid heavy damage. We have
purchased weapons with donations from villagers. But we still don’t have enough weapons.

Ammunition is more important than arms because we need to restock after every battle and
people can’t donate that much. Mines are more cost-effective and we use them in a lot of
ambushes.

Myaing Villages Revolution Front (MVRF) members. /
MVRF

Junta troops have learned lessons and they do not take
roads and paths anymore. Instead, they travel through
forests so we changed our tactics too.

- After they suffered a few mine attacks, they started

taking tiny paths through forests and mountains.

But we know the terrain and attack when we can. The revolution is part of our life now, like
farming, something we do for a living.

How much of Myaing Township is in resistance hands?
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The regime’s administrative mechanism is not functioning and what it is doing is raiding villages
from time to time. Villagers suffer as they flee their homes when the troops come. We avoid
them and set up ambushes.

Sagaing and Magwe regions are revolutionary hotspots. The regime has used a lot of violence.
How strong is the revolutionary spirit of the people?

When they wake, people are not thinking about their businesses and livelihoods but about how
to fight more effectively. It has become part of life, like eating and sleeping. We wake up with
that thought and go to bed with the same thought.

Everyone, including children, opposes the regime. It is not strange that we are engaged in the
revolution. The greater the violence they commit against us, the more bitter our hatred and the
greater efforts we will make to fight them.

Those whose houses were torched have joined us to fight. We don’t care about their attempts
to instill fear in us.

The more they attempt to instill fear in us, the fiercer response they will see from us. We don’t
care if we die fighting. Others will fill the gaps.

Please tell us about your military operations in Magwe.

We cooperate with other groups, mostly to raid police stations. We have raided police stations
in Pauk, Myaing and other townships with other groups.

We did not sleep that night and we walked for more than four hours through the night to reach
the target.

The civilian National Unity Government (NUG) has often been criticized for giving out secret
military details and resistance groups say they are attacked more after the NUG talked about
them. What is your view?

The NUG might have weaknesses as it oversees operations across the country. We have
received supplies from the NUG.

But it is not in a position to supply large amounts of weapons and we cannot blame it for that.
There are a lot of difficulties in distributing arms.

Myaing Villages Revolution Front (MVRF) members. /
MVRF

Rather than blaming others, we should think about
how we can do our best. We started the revolution
out of nothing and we have to make do with what we
have.
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How many people have been displaced by the fighting in Myaing?

| am afraid more than 10,000 people have been displaced. Junta troops torch nearby villages
after mine attacks or ambushes.

They are not torching houses after their arson attacks made international headlines. They enter
villages at night and destroy houses from the inside.

Junta troops avoid confrontations with us these days as we have grown stronger. When they
are outnumbered, they retreat instead of trying to repulse us.

If they face frequent mine attacks near a village, they avoid that village. Some villagers were
deeply resentful and planted mines in their houses if they thought junta troops would raid and
loot their homes.

What is the goal of your group and what is the driving force pushing you towards that goal?

We have lost many technicians and academics and we know the regime is unjust. Those who
have lost their lives include doctors, engineers and poets who are much more knowledgeable
than us. So there is no reason for us to stop until the end.

We will die one day so it is better to die meaningfully. Will we let ourselves be subjected to
dictatorship or will we rise in revolt?

We are fighting to give this message to the people. It would be best if we won this fight and
survive. But | will still be proud of myself if the younger generation has this mentality, even if
we die and we cannot finish the revolution. But we strongly believe we will succeed.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/in-person/interview/we-wake-thinking-how-to-defeat-junta-
myanmar-resistance-fighter.html

Two Die as Myanmar Junta Troops Burn Mandalay Village
By HEIN HTOO ZAN | 10 November 2022

Myanmar junta troops burned down at least 200 houses at a Myingyan Township village in
Mandalay Region on November 8 in which at least two people died, according to an activist

group.

U Zaw Myo Naing, 33, a father of four, was among around 5,000 Pyar Ywar villagers who had
earlier fled into nearby forests but on November 9 he returned for his bull and to find food.

He was shot dead by troops in the village, said a resident.

“He thought the troops had left. He took some essentials but the troops saw him near Shwe
Thein Taw pagoda and shot him without any questions. He died on the spot,” he said.
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A video on social media shows his mother mourning over his body before she faints.
Residents said Daw Shwe Kyi, 75, who had suffered a stroke, died in an arson attack.

“Her family could not get her out of the house during the raid and they thought the troops
might not torch the village. They heard she was dead the next morning,” a resident said.

The Light Infantry Division 33 troops clashed with resistance fighters and suffered some
casualties on November 8 and then raided Pyar Ywar in the evening, according to the Myingyan
People’s Movement Committee.

Residents said more than 30 troops remained in the village and were reinforced by three more
trucks in the morning.

Three women were injured in junta shooting and their condition is unknown, according to a
committee member.

“They allowed us to take away Ko Zaw Myo Naing’s body yesterday. They don’t allow anyone in
now. We don’t know what happened to the three women and we worry that they will have
been sexually abused by the troops,” she said.

Pyar Ywar, about 20km northeast of Myingyan, is a large village with over 1,000 houses and
historic temples and pagodas.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/two-die-as-myanmar-junta-troops-burn-mandalay-
village.html

Myanmar military troops kill four Mandalay civilians after extorting money from their
families

The locals from Natogyi Township were described by locals as ‘avid supporters’ of the NLD party

Linn Htin | Published on Nov 10, 2022

Myanmar army soldiers seen in Yangon in March
2021 (Myanmar Now)

Junta forces detained and then murdered four
people from Mandalay Region’s Natogyi Township
last week, even after the troops accepted a
payment from their families to negotiate their
release, locals said.

[~ Three of the victims were identified as Than Myint
Swe, 50, from Ward 8; Aye Myat Mon, also known as Ma Be Eu, 40, from Ward 7; and Saw
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Shwe from Su Phyu Kan village, whose age was not known. The fourth individual was a 25-year-
old man about whom further information was not available at the time of reporting.

Military personnel in four army trucks and two civilian vehicles arrested the four people from
area households while checking for unregistered overnight guests on the evening of November
3.

The next morning, their bodies were discovered to have been dumped at two sites outside of
Natogyi town.

Saw Shwe was found dead near Letpan village, next to Su Phyu Kan, where he was from. The
other three individuals were found near Zay Date village. Both locations are less than one mile
from a Naypyitaw-Mandalay highway police outpost, as well as the Pyinsi police station, both
under junta control.

“Some of them had been shot and some had knife wounds. Ma Be Eu’s body also had cuts on
her breasts,” a local man said.

Than Myint Swe, Ma Be Eu (Aye Myat Mon) and Saw Shwe were described by locals as “avid
supporters” of the National League for Democracy (NLD). The party’s elected government,
headed by Aung San Suu Kyi, was ousted in the February 2021 coup, after which 1,169 NLD
members—including 90 parliamentarians—were arrested, according to a party statement
released on Wednesday. Sixty-seven of them, two of whom were MPs, were killed in junta
custody.

The Natogyi local who spoke to Myanmar Now after the recent murders said that the victims’
family members had offered the junta troops 10m kyat (nearly USS4,750) not to arrest them;
the soldiers reportedly took the cash and proceeded to detain the four civilians.

“They took it but they killed the victims anyway,” he said.

An officer in the anti-junta Natogyi Defence Force said that area informants had been known to
provide the military authorities with lists of NLD supporters, who they then frequently accuse of
being involved in the anti-coup armed resistance movement.

“The victims had no ties with revolutionary groups whatsoever. They were just regular NLD
supporters,” the officer told Myanmar Now.

The military is also accused of arresting five Natogyi locals in early October who were later
found to have been fatally stabbed.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-military-troops-kill-four-mandalay-
civilians-after-extorting-money-from-their-families
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Twante man dies in custody a week after his arrest

The victim, who was detained along with his wife and two daughters, was reportedly tortured
before his death

Han Thit | Published on Nov 10, 2022

Police officers seen in Yangon on November 7 (Myanmar
Now)

A man who was arrested in Yangon Region’s Twante
Township late last month was reported dead a week later,
according to a local resistance source.

Thant Zin Oo, 37, was one of eight people detained during
a raid targeting suspected anti-regime forces in the village
of Myago on October 29, the source said. His wife and two daughters, aged one and 13, were
among those taken into custody.

A spokesperson for the Twante Urban Guerrilla Force told Myanmar Now that Thant Zin Oo,
who owned a motorcycle repair shop, was reported dead a week later.

“A relative of the victim was notified of his death. The family didn’t get the body back. They
were only told that it had been sent to the military hospital in Mingaladon,” said the
spokesperson, who goes by the name Twantay.

He added that Thant Zin Oo was so badly beaten while in custody that his teeth had been
knocked out. Members of the military-backed Pyu Saw Htee militia were also reportedly
involved in torturing him during his interrogation.

According to Twantay, around 10 plainclothes junta personnel took part in the raid on Thant Zin
0o0’s home, where they also arrested four men in their 20s and 30s and seized appliances,
motorcycle repair tools, and other property.

“l heard that the regime forces were soldiers stationed in Zee Phyu Khone,” he said, referring to
a village where four junta-appointed administrators and an alleged military informer were shot
dead in August.

While Thant Zin Oo’s wife and children were released two days after their detention, the others
have since been held at an Infantry Battalion 70 base a short distance south of Twante, sources
reported.

According to Twantay, two more men were arrested in the village of Ohn Pin Chaung on the
same day, but further details, including the reason for their arrests, were not available.

Residents of Twante took part in anti-coup protests in the wake of the February 2021 military
takeover, resulting in crackdowns that left a number of local civilians dead.
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Since then, anti-regime groups have carried out multiple attacks on junta targets, including
civilian administrators.

In June, a member of a local resistance group named Thet Naing Oo was arrested and later
reported dead of injuries sustained during his interrogation.

Regime forces carried out a wave of arrests in the wake of the August attack in Zee Phyu Khone.
At least one person, a 40-year-old supporter of Myanmar’s ousted ruling party named Khin Myo
Nwe, later died in custody.

The families of both victims were never allowed to claim their bodies.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/twante-man-dies-in-custody-a-week-after-his-arrest

Myanmar Rights Groups Call on Junta Rape Victims to Report Violations
By THE IRRAWADDY | 10 November 2022

Two rights groups in Myanmar are urging survivors of the junta’s sexual violence to report
violations to provide evidence for future prosecutions.

The Assistance Association For Political Prisoners (AAPP) and Women’s League of Burma (WLB)
said in a joint statement on Wednesday that survivors must be heard with dignity and the
junta’s crimes recorded.

The two rights groups quoted a political prisoner who said he was raped by soldiers and
criminals in May 2021.

Ko Kyaw Kyaw was a first-year university student before leading protests in Yangon after the
February 2021 coup. He was seized during a peaceful flash-mob protest, tied to a chair and
beaten during interrogation.

A junta commander slapped and kicked Ko Kyaw Kyaw and broke his fingers while he held a
knife to his neck.

A cigarette was pushed in his ear, permanently damaging his hearing.

When they discovered Ko Kyaw Kyaw was homosexual, he was told: “There are criminals who
want to have sex with you.”

Ko Kyaw Kyaw said he was handcuffed in a cell with three criminals and two soldiers.

One of the criminals reportedly anally raped him, leaving him bleeding and the other four
forced him to perform sex acts on them.

He was forced to stay in the cell with the rapists before being transferred to the Shwe Pyithar
interrogation center the next morning.
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He would be tortured for two more days using inhumane techniques that have been reported
by other witnesses to the AAPP, WLB and other human rights groups.

U Kyaw Kyaw is now safe and says he wants justice.

“I want rights for everyone regardless of religion, color and gender. | want a good education
system for all citizens and proper democracy,” said Ko Kyaw Kyaw.

AAPP secretary U Tate Naing said: “The people deserve justice and dignity after suffering
human rights violations. We want the regime leaders and rights violators to know that in the
future —in a free and federal Burma — they will be held to account for their crimes.”

The revolution has exposed many prejudices and discrimination and there is now more
recognition of minority and LGBT+ rights, according to U Bo Kyi, another AAPP secretary.

“Women and LGBT+ people are increasingly accepted as revolutionaries. Male rape survivors
are breaking barriers by speaking out about their experiences and the cruelties of the junta,”
said U Bo Kyi.

Myanmar’s military has used sexual violence as a weapon with impunity for decades, according
to a WLB spokeswoman.

“As long as these crimes continue to be perpetrated with impunity, our society will never
achieve genuine peace. Every perpetrator of sexual violence must face justice. Action must be
taken and there must be accountability,” she said.

Political prisoners from pro-democracy uprisings, such as in 1988 and 2007, endured rape and
other forms of sexual violence, including male detainees, she said.

In December 2021, a male journalist from Frontier Myanmar was beaten and raped by regime
soldiers during interrogation after being detained at Yangon International Airport.

The Office of the Chief of Military Security Affairs and its commander Lieutenant General Ye
Win Oo are blamed for a large proportion of the abuse during interrogation.

A woman from Letyat Kone village in Depayin Township, Sagaing Region, was allegedly raped
before being killed by junta troops in September.

Six women, aged between 25 and 40, were allegedly raped by soldiers during a village raid in
Kani Township, Sagaing Region, on August 28.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-rights-groups-call-on-junta-rape-victims-
to-report-violations.html
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KIA Poses Formidable Threat to Junta Military in Northern Myanmar
By KO OO | 10 November 2022

In Kachin State in northern Myanmar, the military regime is facing an increasing threat from its
old enemy, the Kachin Independence Army (KIA).

The KIA strenuously objected when the Myanmar military seized power in a coup last year.
When the military carried out brutal crackdowns on peaceful anti-coup protests, the armed
group warned that it would respond if unarmed protesters were shot in Kachin.

The ethnic armed group did as it said, and started by seizing the regime’s Alaw Bum hill-top
base in March last year, which earned the KIA public support and attention.

The regime has suffered heavy casualties attempting to retake the base, but all to no avail so
far.

The KIA has also provided shelter for striking government employees who evaded arrest by the
junta, as well as political dissidents. It also took an active part in forming the parallel National
Unity Government.

More importantly, the armed group provided shelter, military training and arms for young
people from different parts of the country who decided to take up arms against the regime
after it brutally slaughtered their relatives and friends.

The KIA’s assistance forced the pace on the development of the armed resistance movement in
Sagaing, Magwe and Mandalay regions as well as Chin State in northwest Myanmar.

In the early days of the armed resistance, the regime boasted that it would crush the resistance
in Sagaing within six months. But the reverse is happening, thanks to the bravery and sacrifices
of local people, and the KIA has also played a part.

This has earned the KIA public support not only from locals in northern Myanmar but from
people in Mandalay, Magwe and Sagaing regions in central Myanmar, which in turn bolsters its
political image.

During a ceasefire with the Myanmar military that spanned 17 years from 1994 to 2011, the
armed group grew financially and militarily, establishing a parallel administration which consists
of schools, courts and public service departments.

The KIA is made up of 10 brigades—three of which (4, 6 and 10) are active in northern Shan
State. In Kachin it has seven brigades, two infantry divisions and an artillery division. In total
these comprise 24 local battalions, 27 mobile battalions, five artillery battalions and three
special battalions. The KIA reportedly has more than 600 officers.

Kachin State is the third-largest region in Myanmar, and is a largely forested area with
numerous rivers and creeks.
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Kachin State map

The Northern Command of the Myanmar military oversees
Kachin State, and is headquartered in Myitkyina, the capital
of Kachin. An air force base is located in Myitkyina with a
squadron of helicopters, and the base is also used to refuel
fighter jets and bombers.

Myitkyina is also home to artillery and drone units, combat
support units, a military training center and a military
hospital. A large number of junta armored vehicles have
recently arrived in Myitkyina, and cantonments are so
overcrowded that tanks have to be housed in the district-
level fire office.

The KIA is headquartered in Laiza on the China-Myanmar
border east of Myitkyina. Laiza is also home to other civil service offices and military units
including an artillery division, military hospital, and officer training school. There is reportedly
also an ordnance factory near the KIA headquarters.

Meanwhile, the regime has local ethnic militia groups under its control in Kachin, including
Pangwa militias led by notorious warlord Zakhung Ting Ying in Pangwa; Lisu militias in
Waingmaw; and Shanni militias along the Tanai-Hpakant road.

The Myanmar military has a total of 75 infantry battalions plus a number of artillery battalions
and combat support units across Kachin State. Besides them, it also has militia groups
mentioned above and three Border Guard Force (BGF) battalions.

Junta battalions are well positioned to take control of major towns and routes in Kachin State. It
has also built bases in Hpakant, Myanmar’s jade-mining hub.

The KIA on the other hand controls rural parts and is exploiting the forested and mountainous
terrain of Kachin to poses threats to the regime.

The armed group controls many jade, amber and gold mines in Kachin, a major source of
income for it. Overall, the KIA is active across Kachin and poses threats to junta troops across
the state.

So far, the attack on the Alaw Bum base has been the only military operation directly
commanded by the KIA headquarters. Other operations over the past 20 months were carried
out by brigades in their own territories.

Continuous clashes have been reported in Putao, Sumprabum, Tanai, Hpakant, Waingmaw,
Bhamo and along the Irrawaddy River between Myitkyina and Katha.
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There have been no large-scale attacks on the regime since the seizure of Alaw Bum base. But
at the same time, the regime can’t conduct large-scale attacks on the KIA either.

The regime is overstretched, as it has been fighting on multiple fronts across the country since
the coup. So, it dares not mobilize its battalions from one area to conduct maneuvers in
another, because doing so risks losing ground in the first.

As such, the regime has been forced to form new units out of combat support units and forces
from the rear to fill gaps. Under such circumstances, it is quite unlikely that the regime would
use three or four divisions and its Military Operations Command to launch a large-scale attack
in a particular area.

Battalions under the Northern Command did send troops to conduct some military operations
in Hpakant, Tanai, Putao and in the east of Waingmaw. But the attacks were neither large-scale
nor long.

The regime attacked the KIA’s Lung Ja Bum base in the east of Momauk around the end of
October. This was a medium-scale operation. Again, it was not conducted by battalions under
the Northern Command alone.

Two tactical commands under the 7th Military Operations Command based in Shan State’s
Pekon were used to reinforce junta bases in the area before the planned attack. Some 600
troops from six battalions of the Northern Command were then dispatched on the combat
mission, assisted by air and artillery support.

The regime said it managed to seize the KIA base in the attack, but the KIA dismissed the claim.
It is fair to say the KIA and the Kachin People’s Defense Force (KPDF), which operates under the
KIA’s command, are sufficiently well-prepared and well-equipped to repulse small- and
medium-scale regime attacks.

The heaviest losses sustained by the KIA since the coup were as a result of junta bombings on
ANang Pa in Hpakant. The commander of the KIA’s Brigade 9 died in the air raid. Earlier, KIA
Brigade 8 deputy commander was arrested. But such attacks by the regime are still far from
causing devastating damage to the KIA.

KIA troops in northern Kachin State / The Irrawaddy

There have been reports that the regime is planning to
conduct an aerial attack on the KIA’s headquarters in
Laiza. But such reports are not new.

The KIA has grown in number due to the KPDF forces,
which have a strong presence along the Mogaung-Hopin-Mohnyin-Namar road and railroad.
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Reports from the ground say junta troops dare not go beyond Nan Yin Creek in the east of
Mohnyin and Hopin, with the KIA apparently taking control of a place locally known as Kauk
Kwe Kwin between Myitkyina-Yangon railroad and the Irrawaddy River.

Over the past 20 months since the Alaw Bum fighting, the KIA has also fought in neighboring
Sagaing, apart from training PDFs. There were large-scale attacks in Pinlebu and Banmauk.
Twenty months is enough to train and arm the KPDFs in Kachin.

So, we can expect to see major attacks in Kachin soon.
Ko Oo is an ethnic affairs analyst.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/analysis/kia-poses-formidable-threat-to-junta-military-in-
northern-myanmar.html

Momauk Conflict Prevents Hundreds From Returning Home
By SHAN |November 10, 2022

With Burma Army (BA) soldiers staying in villages in Momauk Township, hundreds of civilians
displaced by the fighting are still unable to return to their homes in Kachin State.

Although clashes between the BA and the Kachin Independence Army (KIA), which are
supported by the People’s Defence Force, have temporarily stopped at Lon Ja Mountain, 600
villagers have been trapped at Chan Myae and Lawkamarazein Buddhist monasteries since 20
October.

IDPs having food at the shelter.

Regime shelling during the conflict has
killed two women and injured four, who're
still in hospital.

“The clashes can flare up again at any
time,” said a male volunteer helping the
villagers, told SHAN on condition of
anonymity fearing reprisals. Although they’re afraid to sleep in their villages, some people have
returned to their farms during the day, he said.

“If they don’t harvest their rice, they won’t have anything to eat next year,” the volunteer said,
explaining that their cattle have been left to roam and are eating all their crops.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/25574
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Civilian death toll mounts in Rakhine State feud between Burma Army and AA

November 10, 2022 | DVB

On Nov. 4, three people, including a six-year-old boy were
killed and 23 were injured when the Burma Army fired
artillery at the Arakan Army (AA) in Kyauktaw township.
“At least 23 people from five villages were injured and
amongst them two are in critical condition. They are now
in Sittwe and Kyauktaw hospitals,” said a spokesperson
from Phyu Sin Myittar charity group. The fighting between
the Burma Army and the AA forced the residents to flee their homes for safety.

“Our village has nothing to do with the fighting and the military purposely fires at us. This is
outrageous,” a resident of Shwe Pyi Thit village told DVB. Local human rights activists confirm
that the junta is targeting civilians “The number of war crimes committed by the military is
increasing every time people are killed,” the activist said. One local school teacher was killed
and two others, including a child, were injured in a village, located in Buthidaung Township on
Nov. 5. The victim was a 35-year-old school teacher killed while assisting the two injured. “The
5-year-old child and a woman were injured when the first large weapon fell near the village.
The teacher went there to rescue the injured, then, another large weapon fell and he died on
the spot,” a local said.

On Nov. 8, the AA ambushed two Burma Army vessels near Kaung Laung Chaung village,
located in Minbya township. The Burma Army has been restricting humanitarian access to the
state since August. This means locals fleeing the fighting, and those injured, are unable to
receive urgent assistance. The townships affected by the Burma Army blockade of necessities is
Rathedaung, Buthidaung, Myaybon, Maungdaw and Angumaw townships. The AA announced
that six civilians have been killed and 21 have been injured since fighting between it and the
Burma Army resumed in 2022.

https://english.dvb.no/civilian-death-toll-mounts-in-rakhine-state-feud-between-burma-army-

and-aa/

Dozens of Myanmar Junta Forces, PDF Member Killed in Two Days of Resistance Attacks
By THE IRRAWADDY | 10 November 2022

Nearly 30 regime forces and a resistance fighter were killed in the last two days as People’s
Defense Force groups (PDFs) and ethnic armed organizations (EAOs) continued to attack regime
targets across the country.

Incidents were reported in Sagaing, Bago and Tanintharyi regions and Chin, Rakhine and Karen
states.
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The Irrawaddy has rounded up the following reports of significant attacks by PDFs and EAOs as
well as the latest junta air strikes on civilian targets.

Some junta casualty figures could not be independently verified.

10 junta troops killed in clashes with Arakan Army in Rakhine
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The locations of clashes reported in Rakhine and
Chin states. / AA

At least 10 junta forces were killed and some
injured during a series of clashes with the ethnic
Arakan Army (AA) in townships in Rakhine State and
neighboring Chin State on Tuesday, the AA said.

On Tuesday morning, AA troops attacked two
military boats carrying weapons and ammunition
and a helicopter gunship escorting the vessels near
Khaung Long Chaung Village in Minbya Township,
Rakhine Sate. There were military casualties, the AA
claimed.

On that afternoon and evening, two more clashes
between AA troops and regime forces broke out in
Ann Township, Rakhine State.

Two more firefights were reported in Rakhine’s
Maungdaw Township and Paletwa Township in
neighboring Chin State on that afternoon. In the

clashes, some military weapons and equipment were seized, the AA said.

Christian church, school destroyed in junta air raid in Karen

The remains of a Christian church that was bombed
by junta fighter jets in Hpapun District, Karen State
on Wednesday. / KNU

A Christian church and a primary school were
destroyed in Luuthaw Town in Hpanpun District,
Karen Sate when junta fighter jets bombed civilian
targets in Sawmupalaw Village at 1 a.m.
Wednesday, said the Karen Nation Union (KNU).

Some houses nearby were also damaged.
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Clashes continue in Karen

Resistance fighters of KNLA’s Cobra Column during a
clash with regime forces. / Cobra Column

Fierce clashes continued to break out in Myawaddy
Township, Karen State on Wednesday when the Karen
National Liberation Army (KNLA) and allied PDF groups
attacked 150 regime forces of the Myanmar military’s
Tactical Battalion 443, which was attempting to occupy
areas along the Myawaddy-Wal Lay highway, said

KNLA’s Cobra Column.

Both sides used heavy explosives in the clashes. Military bases nearby also fired 120-mm
artillery shells and 120-mm rockets.

However, there were no resistance casualties, Cobra Column said. Military casualties were
unknown.

12 junta soldiers killed in Sagaing

At least 12 regime troops were reportedly killed in Taze Township, Sagaing Region on
Wednesday when PDF groups attacked a military detachment near a bridge, according to
Kaduma Platform, a media partner of local resistance groups.

A PDF fighter suffered minor injuries in the two-hour clash.

After the clash, the military detachment stationed in Kaduma Village stole medicine and other
property from civilian houses, the news site reported.

Regime forces torching civilian houses attacked in Sagaing

A 30-minute firefight broke out in Mingin Township, Sagaing Region on Tuesday when Mingin-
PDF (Taung Dwin Region) attacked a military detachment of 30 troops including Pyu Saw Htee
pro-regime militia members in the township.

The regime forces were attacked while they were returning to their base in Kyaw Village after
torching houses in Kone Maw and Kyauk Maw villages.

In the clash, PDF forces also used two improvised artillery weapons, the PDF group said.
However, military casualties were unknown.
Junta police station bombed in Sagaing

Many regime forces are believed to have been killed or injured in Myaung Township, Sagaing
Region on Wednesday when combined resistance groups conducted drone strikes targeting

Page 16 of 49



junta troops at the police station in Kyauk Yit Village, said Black Eagle Defense Force-Myinmu,
which was involved in the attacks.

The PDF groups used four improvised bombs in two drone strikes.
An aerial video shot by the PDF group shows a drone dropping bombs on regime targets.
PDF fighter killed in clash with junta troops in Tanintharyi

Resistance fighters of Palaw-PDF during an
operation. / PKPDF

A resistance fighter was killed in Palaw Township,
Tanintharyi Region on Tuesday when three clashes
broke out between local PDF groups and a military
convoy, said Palaw-PDF.

At 4 a.m. on Tuesday, a clash between regime
forces and the combined local PDF groups broke

out near Kadae Village.

On that morning, the PDF groups used land mines to ambush a miliary convoy near Sattawyar
Village while it was traveling to Palaw from Myeik Township. After the ambush, the regime
forces torched 10 civilian houses in four villages along the highway. They also detained civilian
vehicles and took their passengers as hostages.

At 11 p.m. that night, the PDF group using land mines to again ambush the convoy while it was
traveling to Palaw. A civilian was injured when the regime forces randomly opened fire, the PDF
group said.

Seven junta soldiers killed in Bago

Seven regime troops were killed and nine others injured during two clashes with the Yedashe-
PDF group in Yedashe Township, Bago Region on Monday.

A clash broke out between the PDF group and junta soldiers near a village at 7 a.m. on that
morning. In the clash, three soldiers were killed and five injured, claimed the PDF group.

Four more soldiers were killed and four others suffered injuries in further fighting near
Thatkalkyin Village. No PDF fighters were injured, the group said.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/dozens-of-myanmar-junta-forces-
pdf-member-killed-in-two-days-of-resistance-attacks.html
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Myanmar’s ‘leaderless’ uprising is a break from the past

NOVEMBER 10, 2022 | By FRONTIER

'5'3 ' L’“" A protester holds a portrait of Aung San Suu Kyi during a
A demonstration against the junta in Yangon in February
2021. (Frontier)

With Aung San Suu Kyi behind bars, a more collective
form of leadership is driving the struggle against military
rule, but is this a strength or a weakness?

X If history never quite repeats itself in Myanmar, it does
often rhyme, and this is clearest of all in the career of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi.

Last month, the dissident-turned-politician was handed her 13th conviction by a military-
controlled court in the capital, Nay Pyi Taw, bringing her total sentence to 26 years. However,
the deposed state counsellor, who turned 77 in June, is facing another six charges that could
see her locked away for an additional 90 years.

Aung San Suu Kyi was arrested on the day of the military coup on February 1 last year, along
with other senior leaders. In June this year, she was moved from an undisclosed location in Nay
Pyi Taw, where she lived with several staff and her dog Taichido, to solitary confinement in a
specially constructed building within the city’s prison. She can still meet with her legal team but
is otherwise “completely alone”, said one of her lawyers.

“While being moved she told us that if she was going to live in custody, she would rather go
alone — she didn’t even want to take Taichido,” said the lawyer on condition of anonymity. “She
wears a prison uniform all the time and there are two prison staff who tend to her. Even if she
is sick she can’t go to the prison hospital; the doctor comes to her.”

The image of Aung San Suu Kyi today — a potent political figure held under lock and key by the
military —is in some respects familiar. The previous military regime kept her under house arrest
for 15 years, on and off, between 1989 and 2010. However, during that time she was allowed to
address the public from the gates of her home and to periodically meet with foreign envoys.
The current junta, by contrast, has taken strict measures to ensure she has no outside contact,
imposing gag orders on her lawyers and blocking her from meeting envoys from the United
Nations and the Association of Southeast Asian Nations.

As a result, the public only receives brief messages from her relayed by proxies. These are
difficult to authenticate, let alone interpret. A message smuggled out in April that called on
everyone to “stay united and hold discussions on different views” was taken by some as a plea
for unity among resistance groups but by others as a call for talks with the junta.
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Ambiguous messages like these provide little if any direction to the movement resisting military
rule. Instead, the imprisonment of the woman who once dominated democratic politics has
inadvertently created space for new leaders, or forms of leadership, to emerge.

Since the coup, several individuals seemed capable of providing the movement with a
charismatic figurehead, if not outright leadership. However, most of them have only stayed in
the limelight for a short while or in a limited capacity; and rather than being considered a
liability, the movement’s decentralised nature has come to be celebrated. Supporters say it
presents a less vulnerable target to a ruthless military regime, and that it allows for the kind of
inclusive decision-making necessary to unite, and devise a better future for, an ethnically
diverse country.

However, being a figurehead and articulating the aims of a movement is different to controlling
decision-making (although Aung San Suu Kyi was often accused of doing both). The lack of an
easily recognisable figure equivalent to Ukraine’s President Volodymyr Zelenskyy has arguably
made it harder to rally international support.

Moreover, defeating a much better armed enemy requires a degree of cohesion and the ability
to strategize. This is difficult to achieve when there are hundreds of armed resistance groups —
some of which have fought each other —and when different members of a loose coalition
disagree on some fundamental political points.

In addition, Aung San Suu Kyi is not entirely out of the picture. She retains her state counsellor
position in the parallel National Unity Government, making it difficult for any new leader to
truly supplant her. And although the criminal charges she faces could keep her in prison for the
rest of her life, the military frequently pardons convicts and could release her at any time. Her
release could galvanise the resistance, but it could also destabilise it, particularly if she were to
demand a re-orientation towards her old politics of non-violence and national reconciliation.

Protesters watch a video address from Min Ko Naing
during a night-time demonstration against the military
coup in Yangon in March 2021. (AFP)

‘Every train carriage has its own engine’

In the weeks following the coup, there were
spontaneous protests across the country and a flowering
of grassroots political organising. This period also saw
the unlikely emergence of a Chin medical doctor and campaigner for Aung San Suu Kyi’s party,
the National League for Democracy, as a figure who could fire up enthusiasm on social media
and communicate Myanmar’s predicament to global media.

Dr Sasa’s candour and status as an ethnic minority made him an appropriate face for a
nationwide movement that sought to dispense with old hierarchies. In addition, his statements
of solidarity with the Rohingya gained him goodwill among the international community, which
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Aung San Suu Kyi and other members of the ousted NLD government had forfeited by
defending the military’s brutal campaign against the largely stateless Muslim group in 2017.

However, since those early days, a series of ill-judged overhyping the resistance has
earned Dr Sasa ridicule from sections of the Myanmar public. Several of these statements
seemed to stem from his political inexperience, which was part of his initial appeal as a fresh
voice from the margins of Myanmar society.

Also within the last year, Dr Sasa’s role in the NUG has visibly diminished. Although still its
minister of international cooperation, he is no longer featured so heavily in the administration’s
press conferences and events, and he attends fewer meetings with foreign governments.

U Aung Kyaw Moe, a Rohingya advisor to the NUG’s Ministry of Human Rights, confirmed this
trend. He told Frontier it was partly because other ministries have developed better
communication structures, meaning there is now less need for Dr Sasa to speak on behalf of the
parallel government. However, he said objections to some of Dr Sasa’s statements had also
helped to marginalise him.

“He is someone who used to pop up almost everywhere but is not popping up anymore. There
was sensitivity around some issues — things he was supposed to be saying and other things that
he wasn’t supposed to be saying. There were many things being conveyed related to the
progress of the NUG that should have been conveyed in a different way,” said Aung Kyaw Moe.

Another prominent figure in the period following the coup was Min Ko Naing, who is in some
respects Dr Sasa’s opposite. While Dr Sasa was not involved in politics prior to joining the NLD
in 2020, Min Ko Naing, whose real name is Paw Oo Tun, was imprisoned for 15 years for his role
as a student leader in the 1988 Uprising. It was during that uprising that he earned the name
he’s still known by, meaning “conqueror of kings”.

Although one of Myanmar’s most famous activists, Min Ko Naing kept a low profile in the years
preceding the coup, devoting much of his time to writing and painting. Public that
seemingly justified the persecution of the Rohingya also hurt his international reputation.

However, February 2021 saw him reprise his role as a central figure in the opposition to military
rule. Protesters in Yangon would eagerly gather in expectation of speeches from Min Ko Naing,
although as a prize target for arrest by the junta he delivered his exhortations online.

Yet, despite the moral leadership he was able to provide, a line in one of his speeches
suggested a simultaneous desire to retreat into the background and encourage a more bottom-
up movement to take hold. “Every train carriage has its own engine,” he said, invoking the
power of each citizen to shape the country’s future.

Min Ko Naing would later make important public appearances, for instance to announce the
formation of the NUG in April last year. He also continues to have a senior role in the National
Unity Consultative Council, the resistance movement’s apex decision-making body. However,
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he is only rarely in public view and even his role in the NUCC has not been publicly defined.
Although still influential, his work largely takes place in the shadows.

Other activists have also chosen to refocus on behind-the-scenes work after gaining large
followings in the wake of the coup. One of them is Dr Tay Za San, a young activist in Mandalay
who was involved in some of the first protests, when many were still hesitant to take to the
streets. His credibility established, he became a fixture of social media, writing posts and
broadcasting videos in which he powerfully described the goals and justifications for an
emerging revolutionary movement. However, over time his online presence diminished and his
Facebook posts suggested he was focusing on underground work.

Independent analyst Mr David Mathieson said this retreat from the limelight is partly motivated
by safety concerns, on the part of the individual and the wider movement. “The higher profile
you are, the more likely the SAC is going to come after you, so having many leaders makes it
much harder for them to figure out who they can surgically remove from the equation,” he
said, referring to the junta by its formal name, the State Administration Council.

But he added there’s a “social element” too. “There is a disdain for people perceived as activists
who seek public profiles,” he told Frontier, meaning that some would-be leaders may moderate
their exposure to the public to preserve their credibility.

Mathieson said the apparent lack of a “power hungry and attention seeking personality” is
what endears people to Bo Nagar, the best-known leader of any of the individual resistance
armies that have emerged since the coup.

The commander of the Myanmar Royal Dragon Army in Pale Township, Sagaing Region, has
been described online as a “second Aung San”. His rousing speeches, seemingly upright
character and origins in the arid “Anyar” region of upper Myanmar evoke the memory of the
independence hero and father of Aung San Suu Kyi.

But despite Bo Nagar’s star billing, he is keen to downplay his role in the wider movement. “I'm
just doing my job to free people from the hands of the military,” he told Frontier, adding, “I
know that my leadership does not cover the whole country and that isn’t my goal —all | can do
is work in regions where | do have some influence.”

“The goal for us is to be more collective, not centralised,” he said.

Aung San Suu Kyi speaks during an anti-military rally in
Yangon in August 1988. (AFP)

Eliminating ‘all forms’ of dictatorship

The belief in “collective” leadership contrasts with the
elevation of Aung San Suu Kyi during the 1988 Uprising.
Although many hands were involved in the protests and
strikes, with radical youth at the vanguard, some of
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these same youth helped to convince an initially wary Aung San Suu Kyi to take a starring role
after her elder brother refused to step up.

Ko Nyo Ohn Myint, then a 26-year-old university lecturer, was part of a group of students and
junior academics who petitioned her at her lakeside home in Yangon. “I raised the fact that our
movement really needed a leader,” he says in an account quoted in a biography of Aung San
Suu Kyi, The Lady and the Peacock, by journalist Mr Peter Popham. She initially “refused to
lead”, he says, and claimed she “didn’t want to take over a movement that was already going
on — but if people really needed Aung San’s daughter, she said, ‘I will do it.””

The young activists believed that Aung San Suu Kyi, with her family pedigree, would unite and
galvanise the public, and her first speech to a mass audience at Yangon’s Shwedagon Pagoda in
August of that year had the intended effect. Author Pascal Khoo Thwe writes in his

memoir, From the Land of Green Ghosts, “Above all, we saw someone expressing all our
aspirations, confronting the regime and its gun barrels succinctly, eloquently and with not a
hint of fear. At last, we had found our leader.”

Yet, despite the energy and focus Aung San Suu Kyi provided to the 1988 Uprising, and to the
struggle for democracy that continued over the following decades, today’s revolutionaries say
they’re content to go without such a figure.

One reason for this is a growing acknowledgement that her dominance of democratic politics,
via repeated electoral landslides for the NLD, came at the cost of ethnic inclusion. The NLD
included some members of minority groups in its central leadership and won in most ethnic
states in the 2015 and 2020 elections. However, while in government, it was largely seen to
take the military’s side in conflicts with ethnic armed groups, and it sparked anger in Rakhine
State when it appointed a chief minister from its own ranks, rather than from the locally
dominant Arakan National Party. Moreover, while the NLD’s defence of the military’s bloody
clearance operations in Rakhine against Rohingya communities was broadly popular in
Myanmar, it gave the party an international reputation for intolerance that continues to haunt
the pro-democracy movement today.

Dr Sasa said that no one, including Aung San Suu Kyi, “can be free from blame” for these past
events, but that the NUG has learnt from them. He told Frontier that having a more diverse
leadership, in which no one figure predominates, is “totally intentional”. Leading the resistance
to military rule, he said, “is not a job that one man or woman can do. We have all now realised
that Myanmar is a multi-ethnic and multi-religious country, which means diversity is our
strength.”

The movement’s commitment to diversity is crystalised in the NUCC. The leading council was
established soon after the coup, on March 8 last year, with a to “build a federal
democracy by means of collective leadership”. A related commitment to “eliminate all forms of
dictatorship including the military dictatorship” underlines a belief that authoritarianism in

Page 22 of 49


https://www.womenofburma.org/sites/default/files/2021-11/NUCC-Statement-En.pdf

Myanmar extends beyond the military, and that a democratic revolution requires a broader
change in the political culture.

The NUCC includes MPs elected in 2020, ethnic armed group leaders and representatives from
youth, women’s and labour groups. These diverse members have approved a Federal
Democracy Charter that devolves sovereignty to the various member states of a future federal
union, who will have the right to enact their own state constitutions and to independently
manage their land and natural resources.

Yet, despite taking this unprecedented step, participants say finding consensus is a constant
struggle, given the need to overcome steep societal divisions and distrust.

Padoh Saw Taw Nee, spokesperson for one of Myanmar’s largest ethnic armed groups, the
Karen National Union, told Frontier, “The NUCC is the strongest and biggest group fighting the
dictatorship —we’ve never had a chance like this before. But everyone comes from different
backgrounds so it’s not always easy to work together; it will take time.”

Villagers gather in Sagaing’s Ayadaw Township to listen to a
speech by resistance leader Bo Thaw Ka in February 2022.
(Mar Naw | Frontier)

‘A leader is always a leader’

While Taw Nee seemed confident that, with perseverance,
oy i %Y e disagreements among members could be resolved, others
point to divisions that risk derailing the whole movement.

Activist and former president of the All Burma Federation of Student Unions Ko Kyaw Ko Ko,
who is not part of the NUCC but claims to have “colleagues and allies” among its members, said
even a diverse coalition needs to unite under a shared goal and this has proved elusive. “Some
groups still want to preserve the result of the last election [in 2020], and for Aung San Suu Kyi
to be free and the civilian government to take power again, but other people like us want to
fight militarism to the end,” he told Frontier.

He said this divergence could be easily exploited by the junta. “When the military comes up
with magic tricks such as peace talks or releases leaders like Aung San Suu Kyi, some groups will
accept the military’s overtures and we will lose like in past revolutions,” he said, adding,
“However many tricks the military performs or sweets it gives to the people, we must not
forgive them.”

Although Kyaw Ko Ko did not specify, those who want to “preserve the result of the last
election” is an apparent reference to senior NLD members, whom detractors say unfairly
dominate resistance politics through the NUG. These party members derive their mandate from
an election held within the constraints of the military-drafted 2008 Constitution, which the
NUG has declared void, prompting some to question this mandate.
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Hkanhpa Tu Sadan, spokesperson of the Kachin National Organisation, a political group for
Kachin in Myanmar and the diaspora, told Frontier that many of the ethnic appointees in the
NUG “are more like figureheads, they don’t have actual power”. This claim corresponds with
comments on Twitter in September by Hkaung (Stella) Naw, who said she had resigned a year
before as the parallel government’s deputy minister of international cooperation because she
“refused to be a token”. She called in her for “a complete shift in how we see
power, representation and equality”.

Hkanhpa Tu Sadan added that the NUG is “controlled by the NLD”, many of whose members
“still cling to Aung San Suu Kyi”. “A lot of people still listen to her and she is still very powerful
even though she is in prison,” he said.

Frontier could not confirm this claim, but with the position of state counsellor kept open for her
at the NUG, she could wield far more power and influence if she were freed. It is unclear
whether the Nobel Peace Prize winner is still committed to non-violence, but if on release she
were to challenge the NUG’s embrace of armed resistance, this could prove just as divisive as
any of the junta “magic tricks” feared by Kyaw Ko Ko.

Bo Thaw Ka, who in Sagaing Region’s Ayadaw Township,

told Frontier that for him, Aung San Suu Kyi “will always be a hero and a saint” — a sentiment he
said is shared by many of his fellow fighters. Bo Nagar similarly said that regardless of whether
she is in prison, “a leader is always a leader” and “her philosophy is still guiding this
movement”.

However, revering Aung San Suu Kyi — and acknowledging the sacrifices she has made as a long-
time dissident leader —is different from being at her beck and call. It is doubtful that many
resistance armies would heed any command from her to put down their weapons.

“If she were released tomorrow and we were faced with either following her or continuing to
trust what the people want, | will go with the people because Aung San Suu Kyi always told us
to trust the people,” said Bo Nagar.

A high-ranking officer in the Chin National Front, an ethnic armed group allied to the NUG, said
that while he still “loves and looks up to Aung San Suu Kyi”, he and his colleagues “do not
believe that Aung San Suu Kyi can achieve the victory we are longing for”.

“So many ethnic armed groups no longer like her leadership, especially now that so many of
them have become more powerful and can control their own fate,” said the CNF officer, who
asked to remain anonymous due to security concerns. “Even if Aung San Suu Kyi were to come
to the stage again, | don’t think ethnic groups would listen to her.”

https://www.frontiermyanmar.net/en/myanmars-leaderless-uprising-is-a-break-from-the-past/
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Myanmar junta searches for ways to curb mass resignations from its administration

The military reaches out to remaining staff for advice on how to retain employees after
hundreds of thousands of civil servants left for the Civil Disobedience Movement

Sa Tun Aung | Published on Nov 10, 2022

b g : The military council has solicited advice from
departments within its administrative mechanism to stop
the exodus of staff since the February 2021 coup,
according to leaked documents seen by Myanmar Now.

‘J Egmggfi‘”iﬁ} r‘ An October 31 letter sent by the junta’s auditor general’s

BT ey office to state and regional auditors’ offices included a
request for “opinions and ideas” toward drafting “a
policy that would prevent the loss of human resources in
the office’s future as more staff members ask to resign.”

Myanmar Now saw this letter, as well as a number of replies. The majority of responses
attributed staff resignation to a lack of security, dissatisfaction with the work, unequal
workloads, and health and economic concerns.

The Sagaing Region auditor general’s office suggested introducing an allowance of long-term
unpaid leave, and facilitating voluntary transfers for those who request it.

Deputy general of the Rakhine State auditor general’s office Khin Mar Oo said that staff who
were provided the opportunity to attend local and international training courses should be
placed “under tighter control.” She advised that employees be fined if they attempt to resign
from their jobs, or be subject to legal action.

The military council’s course of action on the matter following the correspondence remains
unclear.

On the condition of anonymity, a deputy director at a different Naypyitaw ministry described
staff in his department as continuing to do their jobs “out of fear” since the coup.

“The most significant change that I’'ve noticed is that all of the staff members are scared,” he
explained. “They’re scared to be politically active and to be involved with people who are, as
their lives could be over if the military found out about their activities.”

Expectations of employees’ duties and output have also changed, he said.

“Many of us have to work until late at night and even when we tell authorities that it violates
policy to do so, they just say that it was ordered by the generals and we have to do it,” the
deputy director told Myanmar Now. “We can’t voice our opinions if we don’t want to lose our
jobs or our lives.”
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Large numbers of army officers have been transferred into understaffed civilian administrative
departments to fill vacancies left by mass resignations, according to Zin Yaw, a military officer
who defected shortly after the coup.

“The defence services academy itself has instilled into the graduates the idea that any vacant
position in civilian departments can be filled with army officers,” he said, calling the infiltration
a “disease.”

According to the publicly mandated National Unity Government (NUG), some 400,000 civil
servants have left their jobs since last year’s coup to join the Civil Disobedience Movement
(CDM), which aims to topple the junta’s administrative mechanism.

The junta has responded by arresting and imprisoning CDM staff, restricting them from leaving
the country and harassing their family members.

Myanmar’s CDM was nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize in 2021.

“It is important that we are on the right side of history. | don’t want to be someone who chose
the wrong side. Please choose truth and justice,” Kyaw Zaw, spokesperson for the NUG’s
President’s Office told Myanmar Now on Wednesday.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-junta-searches-for-ways-to-curb-mass-
resignations-from-its-administration

State Peace Talks Team meets with NMSP in NPT

PUBLISHED 10 NOVEMBER 2022

SPTT met with NMSP in Nay Pyi Taw yesterday

NAYPYITAW------ The State Peace Talks Team (SPTT)
yesterday met with the delegation led by vice-chairman of
New Mon State Party (NMSP) at National Solidarity and
Peacemaking Centre in Nay Pyi Taw, according to the
sources.

Member of State Administration Council (SAC), Union
Minister at the Government Office, Chairman of National Solidarity and Peacemaking
Negotiation Committee (NSPNC), Peace Talks Team leader Lt-Gen Yar Pyae and SAC members
Lt-Gen Moe Myint Tun, NSPNC’s secretary Lt-Gen Min Naung and NMSP’s Vice-Chairman Nai
Aung Min, NMSP’s Joint General Secretary Nai Win Hla and Central Executive Committee
member Nai Banyar Lei attended the meeting.

On the occasion, SPTT Leader Lt-Gen Yar Pyae and NMSP’s Vice-Chairman Nai Aung Min
extended greetings.
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Later, the participants discussed the list of Union Legislation-Table 1 and the list of the Region
and State Legislation-Table 2 in the 2008 Constitution which remains to be discussed, and the
findings on the agreements included in Parts |, Il and Il of the Union Accord whether they
comply with the 2008 Constitution and the existing laws.

After the attendees exchanged their views and opinions, the fist-day meeting was adjourned.
The second-day meeting will be held on November 10th.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/state-peace-talks-team-meets-with-nmsp-in-npt

Russian Su-30s Add Wings to Myanmar Junta’s ‘Man-Eating Tiger’
By THE IRRAWADDY | 10 November 2022

While citizens at home and abroad mourn for the more than 100 people killed in the junta’s
October 23 airstrike on a concert in Kachin State’s Hpakant Township, the regime and its
supporters are praising the growing potency of its air force.

Myanmar Witness, an organization documenting human rights violations in Myanmar, said it
spotted a Russian-made Sukhoi Su-30 fighter-jet on the runway of Naypyitaw airbase on
October 17.

Two Su-30 fighters were delivered to Myanmar before September, The Irrawaddy has learned.
A junta spokesman then told the BBC that the Su-30s were ready to be used.

So, there is a possibility that Su-30 fighters were responsible for the nighttime concert bombing
on October 23.

For a Myanmar military conducting a deadly air campaign against non-military targets, the
acquisition of two Su-30s — by far the most advanced aircraft in the regime’s fleet — has added
wings to a man-eating tiger.

Able to fly in all weather conditions, Su-30 fighters have a range of 3,000 kilometers, making
them an ideal choice for long-distance operations. This means they can be used to drop bombs
across the entire country from their base in Naypyitaw.

Former captain Zay Thu Aung, a Myanmar Air Force defector, told The Irrawaddy that an Su-30
can carry as many as four 1,110-pound bombs while the regime’s other warplanes can carry
only one.

Early this year, junta pilots led by Colonel Khant Nay Lay underwent training to operate and
maintain Su-30 fighters in Russia.

Page 27 of 49


https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/state-peace-talks-team-meets-with-nmsp-in-npt

The two sides struck a deal for the fighters during Russian defense minister Sergei Shoigu’s visit
to Myanmar in January 2018. A few months later, then air force chief General Maung Maung
Kyaw flew to Russia to test-fly an Su-30 fighter in Moscow.

Maung Maung Kyaw was forced to step down early this year, and his replacement General Tun
Aung has escalated the deadly air campaign against civilian targets, for which he was
sanctioned by the European Union on November 8.

Canada, Britain, and the US have also imposed sanctions against the air force chief.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/russian-su-30s-add-wings-to-myanmar-juntas-man-
eating-tiger.html

Some Myanmar nationals on a visit visa to Thailand detained at Don Mueang Airport
PUBLISHED 10 NOVEMBER 2022 | EMG

Some Myanmar nationals who went to Thailand on a
visit visa were detained at Don Mueang Airport without
entry, according to some travel agencies in Thailand.

WIRNIALNUABYLTEY DON MUEANG INTERNATIONI
= 1 1=

— e e == = s = = (n November 8, 18 Myanmar passengers who were on

-Z,._-_ ’

ot arT evening flight were detained at Don Mueang Airport
without entry.

Each of them could show 28,000 baht and round-trip flight tickets, and they were detained

because they had not booked a hotel in advance.

According to some tourism operators in Thailand, some Myanmar nationals have begun to
receive visa-free entry to Thailand, which has extended their stay to 45 days instead of the
previous 14-day period.

The Consular Department of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Thailand announced that
Myanmar citizens entering Thailand with a visa exemption will be allowed to stay for up to 45
days instead of the previous 14 days.

Despite this announcement, some Myanmar nationals are only getting 14-day visas for traveling
to Thailand, and Myanmar nationals got 45-day visas starting from the last week of October.

"Myanmar nationals who come with a visa exemption must have a visa valid for 45 days, but
when they actually arrive, they don't get 45 days. Most of them only granted 14-day visas.
Starting around mid-October, there are Myanmar nationals who get 45-day visas," said a
woman who works in the travel business in Thailand.
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Starting from October 2022, the free visa period for foreign nationals entering Thailand has
been extended from 30 to 45 days, so Myanmar nationals also get a 45-day visa free period.

According to the agreement between the two countries, any Myanmar passport holder is
among the countries that can stay for visa free up to 45 days.

While the Thai government granted 30 days of visa-free travel to foreigners entering the
country, Myanmar citizens were given only 14 days and allowed to stay for 60 days with a
tourist visa.

The state-owned Myanmar National Airlines flies daily flights from Yangon to Bangkok,
Thailand, and announced that passengers can purchase a one-way ticket from Bangkok to
Yangon for USS 95.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/some-myanmar-nationals-on-a-visit-visa-to-thailand-
detained-at-don-mueang-airport
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