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‘Ready to kill’: Inside the weapons factories of the resistance

OCTOBER 26, 2022 | By FRONTIER

A PDF fighter tests a newly made weapon in Tabayin
Township in February of this year. (Mar Naw | Frontier)

Across Sagaing Region, revolutionaries risk life and limb
to fashion salvaged metal into weapons they hope will
turn the tide in the war against the military.

There was an air of tense excitement as People’s
Defence Force fighters led the way to a broad, open field
of yellow rice stubble. Frontier watched apprehensively as a young fighter positioned a newly
made grenade launcher on his shoulder, braced himself for kickback, and pulled the trigger.
There was a loud boom, smoke and a muzzle flash as the projectile exited the barrel.

The shooter grinned.
“l didn’t die today. That means this weapon is ready to kill military dogs,” he said.

Relief washed over the spectators. Improvised shoulder-fired weapons are increasingly being
used to great effect in the war against Myanmar’s military, but enemy soldiers aren’t the only
ones they have killed. Every time armament markers and PDF fighters test their new weapons,
they risk their own lives in the process.

The military seized power in a coup in February last year, plunging the country into a political
crisis that morphed into an armed uprising after security forces killed hundreds of peaceful
protesters. Sagaing Region, in Myanmar’s central Dry Zone, has emerged as a stronghold of
newly formed anti-coup armed groups, while border states have also been wracked with
fighting led by more established ethnic armed groups.

It is difficult to say exactly how many people have been killed or injured while testing weapons
in Sagaing. The Tabayin PDF said about a dozen people have died with more than 20 injured in
their township alone.

When Frontier visited Tabayin from January to March of this year, Ko Swe Min was lying in bed,
recovering from wounds sustained to his left hand and leg while building an improvised
explosive device.

Two of his friends in the PDF’s weapons production team have sustained more permanent
injuries: “one lost an ear while testing a shoulder-fired weapon. The other lost four fingers
while making explosive devices. I'm glad | didn’t lose any parts of my body,” he said with a
laugh, adding he will return to work as soon as he heals.
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Since the coup, this Frontier journalist has travelled twice to Anyar, as the Burmese call the Dry
Zone. Although historically spared from the fighting that has ravaged Myanmar’s borderlands
for decades, the people of Sagaing and neighbouring Magway Region have fiercely resisted the
military takeover.

During the first visit in March last year the region was lively with anti-coup protests that were
only just showing signs of transforming into armed resistance, as the military ruthlessly
slaughtered protesters.

Obtaining weapons is somewhat difficult in central Myanmar, which is far from the smuggling
lanes in the borderlands and the more well-equipped ethnic armed groups. During the first
visit, budding resistance groups were gathering home-made single shot tumi rifles and Indian
shotguns, both of which were traditionally used for hunting, while trying to smuggle more
gunpowder in from India to make explosives.

By the second visit in January 2022, the region had become a war zone, with thousands
displaced by clashes and military raids. But arms production had also grown by leaps and
bounds, with many resistance groups now carrying far more powerful weapons.

Weapons-maker Swe Min recovering from his injuries in
Tabayin Township in February of this year. (Mar Naw |
Frontier)

A community affair

Frontier visited at least five weapons-making workshops in
Monywa, Ayadaw, Tabayin and Yinmabin townships of

Sagaing.

In village compounds or shady jungle camps, men who once made a living as farmers or
shopkeepers fashioned metal to make firearms ranging from pen-sized devices suitable for
assassinations to 60mm mortars. However, the most impressive weapons were the shoulder-
mounted firearms that function like a rocket-propelled grenade launcher.

These weapons are easily carried by one man and are highly destructive over a long range.

Another popular weapon was inspired by the Energa anti-tank rifle grenade, which was first
produced in Belgium in the 1950s. The grenade is launched from specially made rifles and
propelled by a cartridge filled with a smokeless propellant made from two explosives.

The weapons are so popular that the Ayadaw PDF declared October to be “Operation Energa”
and is making the cartridges at makeshift workshops with donated money. The PDF says it costs
about K40,000 (around USS$20 at the official exchange rate) to make each cartridge and has
appealed to the public for more donations.
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Tabayin PDF fighter Ko Moe Wai said switching humble tumi guns for the new shoulder-fired
weapons had allowed for more ambitious attacks.

For example, this May, the Ayadaw and Tabayin PDFs stormed a Tatmadaw camp while
continuously firing homemade mortars and shoulder-fired grenade launchers. The Ayadaw PDF
claimed in a statement that the enemy soldiers were pinned down for hours, with 10 killed
including an officer.

“Our weapons became more effective than before because we have hardworking workshops,”
Moe Wai said, but conceded they are still not good enough to counter the military’s weaponry,
so are mostly used in guerrilla attacks and ambushes rather than open confrontation.

The Yaw Defence Force, based in Magway, said in August that it is developing a shoulder-fired
rocket that could potentially down military helicopters, while appealing for public donations.
The military’s access to fighter jets and helicopter gunships gives it a major advantage over
resistance groups, and the aircraft are often used with devastating effect on civilians.

“We don’t have advanced factories, but we do have some basic technology, and according to
our experiments, we believe our new weapons can take down the junta’s helicopters,” U Lin*, a
spokesperson for the YDF, told Frontier. However, no military aircraft have so far been shot
down by PDF groups.

One of the biggest challenges for the weapons workshops has been acquiring raw materials.
Transportation restrictions imposed by the military have forced the resistance to improvise.
They have sourced the metal they need from old pipes taken from ponds, broken-down
tractors, old motorbikes and even ploughs. There have also been reports of resistance groups
using metal from telecommunications towers that they have sabotaged because of their
connections to the military.

In a village in Tabayin, weapons building is a community affair. Frontier watched as residents,
including women and children, scoured the village for metal to fashion into projectiles and
shrapnel.

After completing their search, they sat together, breaking the metal into small pieces and fitting
them into gun and missile cartridges while snacking on tea leaf salad and sipping coffee.

“We put every bit of metal into production — cans, spoons, broken springs,” said one villager.
“In these villages, raw metal is even harder to find than gold, because even a child knows what
to do when they find a piece of metal on the road — they pick it up and take it to the PDFs.”

Here the villagers refer to small bits of metal as “dog food”, a play on the fact that many refer
to Tatmadaw soldiers as “dogs”.

“Sometimes | feel pity for the soldiers who are hit by our explosives,” said another villager. “He
won’t even know what kind of metal pieces are going into his body.”
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PDF fighters and civilian villagers make explosive cartridges
for shoulder-mounted weapons in Tabayin in February of
this year. (Mar Naw | Frontier)

Little outside support

Resistance groups in Anyar are not exclusively dependent
on homemade weapons. A limited number of weapons
from the United Wa State Army and Kachin Independence
Army — two of Myanmar’s most powerful ethnic armed groups — are also in circulation, but not
nearly enough to arm the thousands of revolutionaries.

The UWSA has not joined the broader anti-coup movement, so Wa-made weapons typically
come from third-parties. The KIA has more deeply cooperated with the National Unity
Government, a parallel administration appointed by elected lawmakers which is nominally in
control of PDFs, although many operate with near-total autonomy on the ground.

The KIA does provide some arms directly to the PDFs, but most of these weapons go to groups
operating near Sagaing’s border with Kachin State, particularly in Katha, Kawlin and Kyunhla
townships.

Bo Nagar, a popular resistance leader in Sagaing Region’s Pale Township who heads the
Myanmar Royal Dragon Army, complained in a statement on October 14 this year about a delay
in the delivery of weapons his group had ordered from the NUG’s defence ministry.

The statement said the MRDA paid $300,000 in June for “heavy weapons” including man-
portable air-defence systems (MANPADS), which fire surface-to-air missiles that could diminish
the military’s aerial superiority. The UWSA’s access to Chinese-made FN-6 MANPADS, for
example, is often cited as a major reason it has been able to carve out a nearly fully
autonomous area in Shan State.

In an earlier press conference, on June 6, NUG defence minister U Yee Mon admitted the
parallel administration has had difficulty arming its fighters. “No country in the world is helping
to arm the PDFs; we are supported only by the Myanmar people,” he said. But he added that if
a more formal chain of command is established, “then the arms will follow”.

For now, though, resistance groups are putting their faith in their own humble production
workshops, which run night and day, generators humming under small huts in quiet villages.

“I want to bet on who will shoot down a helicopter first,” said U Lin from the Yaw PDF. “An FN-6
or my rockets.”

* indicates a pseudonym upon request for safety reasons

https://www.frontiermyanmar.net/en/ready-to-kill-inside-the-weapons-factories-of-the-

resistance/
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Myanmar’s resistance ‘air force’ flies high in fight against regime

Drones that can deliver explosives directly to their enemy have become a weapon of choice
for the country’s anti-regime forces

Mei Pa | Published on Oct 26, 2022

Federal Wings members are seen in a photo published in
September (Federal Wings/ Facebook)

A drone hovers over a Myanmar junta base before
dropping a bomb on a target below. A camera attached
to the drone captures the moment of detonation, and
the video goes viral, demonstrating the effectiveness of
a weapon that has become an indispensable part of the
resistance arsenal.

Few took the anti-regime National Unity Government (NUG) seriously when it announced in
September 2021 that it had formed an “air force”. Since then, however, it has become clear
that the resistance does, indeed, have the capacity to rain down terror on its enemies, even if
not on the scale of a military equipped with attack helicopters and fighter jets.

Forced to fight their revolution on a shoestring, junta opponents have deployed not only
combat drones, but also amateur-use drones, to great effect. Normally used for aerial
photography, these smaller, simpler-to-use devices can be fitted with explosives capable of
doing real damage.

For Saw Naga, the leader of the Saw Dragon Drone Force, an armed resistance group operating
in southern Myanmar, the value of the drones is not limited to their ability to take out their
intended targets.

“Every soldier and officer is constantly afraid now of bombs dropping out of the sky. They all
have stiff necks from always having to look up every few seconds,” he laughs.

Resistance forces attach explosives made out of plastic
pipes to a medium-sized drone (Federal Wings)

One of the problems with the smaller drones is that
they lack precision when delivering their payload. But
according to Htet Myat, a former army captain now
taking part in the Civil Disobedience Movement (CDM),
this doesn’t really matter, because a drone attack
doesn’t have to make a direct hit in order to be

considered successful.
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“If we can manage to drop a bomb every single day, that’s good enough. That will force them to
worry about the attacks yet to come and wear them down mentally. In a way, it’s a form of
psychological warfare,” he explained.

Even Min Aung Hlaing, Myanmar’s top general and junta leader, has warned about
underestimating the threat posed by drones. In a leaked internal memo dated August 30, he is
guoted as saying that extra vigilance is needed to safeguard against drone attacks.

Three weeks later, the regime announced at a press conference that it had started installing
signal jammers and anti-drone weapons at several military bases.

The view from an assault drone (Saw Dragon Drone
Force)

‘A very troubling threat’

But instilling fear in junta troops is not the only purpose
of drones. In some areas, such as parts of Sagaing
Region and Karen (Kayin) State, larger combat drones

have been used to deadlier effect.

In a statement released on October 1, Federal Wings—the NUG’s name for its nascent air
force—claimed that it had killed a total of 48 regime personnel in 89 drone strikes carried out in
Karen State’s Waw Lay, Kyainseikgyi and Kawkareik townships.

Many People’s Defence Force (PDF) groups—some under the command of the NUG, others
operating more autonomously—have adopted drones in their fight against the regime.
According to some observers, they have actually begun to approximate a real air force.

“It’s debatable whether they could really go up against jets, but there is no doubt that the PDF’s
use of drones has proven to be a very troubling threat for the military,” said Salai Thant Zin, a
veteran journalist who has closely followed the conflict triggered by last year’s military coup.

Medium-sized drones, as released by Federal Wings
(Federal Wings)

But the resistance is not alone in using drones. The
military has also made extensive use of them, mostly
for scouting purposes. More recently, however, it has
begun to mimic the tactics of resistance forces by
attaching bombs to cheap camera drones.

So far, the only recorded instance of this use of drones by the military has been in Duu Yin Pin
Shaung, a village near the town of Palaw in Tanintharyi Region, where on October 13, three
explosives were dropped on a security checkpoint set up by the Karen People’s Defence Force-
Palaw. The group later reported that three of its members were injured in the attack.
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Htet Myat, the CDM army captain, warned that such attacks could become more common in
the future. He also suggested that there was a real danger the regime would find ways to
exploit the resistance’s reliance on drones.

“Their drones could lock a target on our drones, track them, and drop bombs on our bases,” he
said.

The indispensable weapon

As drones become an increasingly important part of the armed struggle against the regime,
many anti-junta forces have dedicated a great deal of time and effort to mastering their use
and adapting them to their purposes.

According to Tun Gyi, a PDF spokesperson, one of the greatest challenges that the resistance
faced when it started using drones was simply learning how to calculate the effect of the wind
when dropping bombs.

“It was difficult at first to hit targets on the ground because we had to take the wind into
consideration. But our aim has gotten much better with time. We can now calculate and drop
bombs more accurately,” he said.

Some groups have even taught themselves how to more effectively weaponise small,
commercial drones by modifying them in ways that enable them to carry 80mm missiles or
more than one explosive.

People’s Defence Force of Myaung Township, Sagaing Region
(TGR Women’s Drone Force)

One group, the T.G.R Women’s Drone Force in Sagaing
Region’s Myaung Township, is an all-female unit that both
makes bombs and pilots the specially-built drones that drop
them on junta bases and pro-regime forces.

The military, which has lost a number of high-ranking officers to such attacks, has been paying
close attention to these developments, according to Htet Myat.

“The military has teams of people that can recognise the different parts of the drones. They are
always coming up with ways to take them down. So we have to be careful to prevent the
enemy from finding out what kinds of weapons we are using,” he said.

As the conflict that began with the overthrow of Myanmar’s civilian government drags one, the
regime has become even more indiscriminate in its killing of civilians, including children,
through airstrikes and other forms of excessive force.
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For Saw Naga, the leader of the Saw Dragon Drone Force, this means that efforts must be
redoubled to bring the revolution to a quick and successful conclusion. And to achieve that
goal, he says, drones will be the indispensable weapon.

“Our drones will be flying day and night over their heads, their towns and their bases.”

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmars-resistance-air-force-flies-high-in-fight-
against-regime

Myanmar Junta Helicopters Raid on Township Administration Hub
By THE IRRAWADDY | 26 October 2022

A Pale people’s administration hub in Sagaing Region has been raided by Myanmar’s junta
troops on Tuesday.

A Russian MI-35 helicopter attacked the resistance base, which was defended by Pale People’s
Defense Force (PDF) while more than 100 regime grounds, who were dropped by two other
helicopters, stormed the compound, a Pale PDF representative said.

The base was responsible for the township’s civilian administration and held many pro-regime
Pyu Saw Htee militia members, junta soldiers, junta informants and other criminals.

Almost all of the administrative staff and PDF fighters escaped after being tipped off, the
spokesman said.

However, many prisoners of war were seized by regime forces while they were being evacuated
in a vehicle, the PDF spokesman told The Irrawaddy on Wednesday.

Regime forces burned the buildings at the base and houses in the adjacent village.

“The administrative team have governed the township well. We are sorry that our base was
occupied but we will continue to struggle,” the PDF spokesman said.

He said there was relief that all the administrative staff escaped unhurt but some PDF members
are still missing.

The regime claimed on Tuesday that its forces freed 26 people, including civil servants and
villagers detained by the civilian National Unity Government and PDFs.

It said the raid was to rescue the wife of an army officer who was captured by the resistance
fighters on October 12 while she was traveling to Magwe Region from Monywa in Sagaing
Region.

The bodies of PDF fighters and ammunition were seized during shootouts, the junta said.
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On October 19, regime forces used six aircraft to raid Yin Paung Taing and nearby villages on
the border between Pale and Yinmabin townships in Sagaing Region to supposedly search for
the officer’s wife.

Two women were reportedly shot dead by regime forces while fleeing.

On October 20, regime troops raided nearby Shwe Hlan village, supposedly to search for the
officer’s wife.

During the mission, shootouts broke out at a resistance base and some resistance fighters’
bodies were seized, the junta claimed.

The Irrawaddy could not independently verify the reports.

Nine resistance fighters were killed at Shwe Hlan village and burned by regime forces along
with a villager, residents told the media.

Eight civilian houses in the village were reportedly burned.

The junta faces attacks from resistance groups and ethnic armed organizations across the
country and is using air raids to indiscriminately attack civilian targets.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-helicopters-raid-on-township-
administration-hub.html

Myanmar’s military raids Sagaing village, rescues prisoners

Resistance forces say they suffered no casualties in the attack, which the junta claimed was
carried out to rescue 26 detainees, including women and children

Khin Yi Yi Zaw | Published on Oct 26, 2022

B \lyanmar’s military demonstrates its use of helicopters
during training exercise in 2018 (Myanmar military)

Myanmar’s military launched an aerial assault on a village
under the control of a local People’s Administration Team in
Sagaing Region’s Pale Township on Tuesday.

In a statement, the regime said that a commando force
carried out the attack on the village of Hpalanpin, in the western part of the township, at
around 3pm.

According to Zaw Htet, the leader of the Pale Township People’s Administration Team, three
helicopters were deployed in the attack—one to carry out airstrikes, and two more to transport
troops into the area.
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“All members of the local people’s defence team, as well members of the PDF, got away
unharmed, but some prisoners of war escaped,” he said, referring to the People’s Defence
Force formed by Myanmar’s National Unity Government (NUG).

The junta claimed that 26 people, including seven women and four children, captured by anti-
regime forces earlier this month were rescued in the raid.

Most of the prisoners were police or soldiers, some of whom had been in custody for up to a
year, according to the regime’s statement.

Among the captives was the wife of an army captain who was captured on October 12.
According to Zaw Htet, the resistance forces had attempted to get her to convince her husband
to join the anti-regime Civil Disobedience Movement (CDM).

“We didn’t lay a finger on her, but we asked her to call her husband directly and tell him that
they would be sent to a safe place if he joined the CDM,” he said.

However, the two sides failed to reach an agreement because the captain said he would only
defect if his wife was released in Monywa, he added.

In its statement, the junta also referred to its attacks last week on the villages of Yin Paung
Taing and Shwe Hlan in Yinmabin Township, which it said were carried out to rescue the
captain’s wife.

The charred remains of 10 people were found in Shwe Hlan last Friday, a day after the village
was raided.

According to Zaw Htet, Tuesday’s raid targeted an office that was used by resistance forces to
examine criminal cases, as part of the NUG’s ongoing effort to establish an independent
judiciary in areas under resistance control.

Around 80 troops were involved in the raid on Hpalanpin and the neighbouring village of Thae
Pyin Kyel, said Zaw Htet. Both villages are currently occupied by the regime forces, he added.

Residents of Hpalanpin, a village of around 200 households, said that it had been largely
destroyed by fires set by the occupying junta forces. Details were not available at the time of
reporting.

Myanmar’s military has relied heavily on airstrikes to carry out attacks in areas that it has been
unable to bring under its control since seizing power in a coup last year.

On Sunday, the junta killed at least 50 people when it used jets to bomb a music festival in
Kachin State’s Hpakant Township held to mark the founding of the Kachin Independence
Organization, a group that has strongly supported resistance forces opposed to the coup.
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“The NUG needs to come up with a plan to defend against the junta’s airstrikes, or else the
enemy is just going to keep on using this tactic,” said Naga, the leader of an anti-regime group
called the Myanmar Royal Dragon Army.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmars-military-raids-sagaing-village-rescues-
prisoners

Junta troops arrest and interrogate 45 people in Myanmar’s Sagaing region

Around 100 troops took control of Nyaung Pin Thar village in Monywa township.

2022.10.26

Smoke rising from Mon Yway and Kyay Mon villages in
Monywa township, Sagaing region, which were set on
| fire on Oct. 5, 2022. Monywa township Information
Group/Monywa-Ah Myint Road Information

Junta troops arrested 45 locals in a raid on a village in
Monywa township in Myanmar’s Sagaing region.

A military convoy with around 100 soldiers entered
Nyaung Pin Thar village on Monday evening, taking
prisoners for interrogation, a resident — who wished to remain nameless for safety regions —
told RFA.

“About 45 people were arrested in Nyaung Pin Thar village,” the local told RFA. “Phones and
everything else were confiscated. They took things and houses were searched. | don’t know
whether the 45 have been released or not.”

The local said the troops spent the night at Nyaung Pin Thar and went on to raid Na Gar Twin
village on Tuesday morning. Residents of Na Gar Twin fled the raids but the local said he
didn’t know what current conditions were like in the village.

RFA contacted Aye Hlaing, social affairs minister and spokesman for the Sagaing regional
government to seek his comments. He told our reporter to contact the region’s Ministry of
Security and Border Affairs because it was a security issue.

On Oct. 4 and 5 junta troops raided two other villages in Monywa township -- Mon Yway and
Kyay Mon — arresting more than 100 people. Most were released when the troops left the
village but locals said they took around 10 people with them.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/45-interrogated-in-sagaing-
10262022070219.html
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Dozens of ethnic rebels killed alongside civilians in Myanmar airstrike
The toll from Sunday’s attack reaches 63 dead and 61 injured.
By RFA Burmese | 2022.10.26

In this Sept. 19, 2012 file photo, Kachin Independence
Army soldiers pray before taking their positions at a
frontline camp in Loije township, outside Laiza, northern
Kachin state, Myanmar. KIA said Wednesday, Oct. 26, 2002
that dozens of its personnel were among those killed along
with 17 civilians, in what is believed to be the bloodiest
single airstrike in Myanmar since last year’s military coup.

AFP Photo/ Soe Than WIN

An ethnic rebel group said Wednesday that dozens of its personnel were among those killed
along with 17 civilians, in what is believed to be the bloodiest single airstrike in Myanmar
since last year’s military coup.

The revelation comes as top diplomats from Southeast Asia prepare for emergency talks on
Myanmar after more than a year of diplomacy has failed to end the country’s political crisis
and halt widespread violence.

Col. Naw Bu of the ethnic Kachin Independence Organization (KIO) told RFA Burmese that on
Tuesday evening, a KIO staffer succumbed to injuries he sustained in the Oct. 23 attack on
Kachin state’s Hpakant township, bringing the death toll from the incident to 63. Of the
dead, 46 were KIO officers, including the commander of the 9th Brigade of the Kachin
Independence Army, the group’s military wing.

“According to the list sent to me yesterday, there were 62 bodies and 62 injured,” he said of
the tally prior to the additional death on Tuesday evening. “The death toll may continue to
rise.”

Of the remaining 61 injured, 33 are KIO officers and 28 are civilians, Naw Bu said, adding that
rescuers continue to search for people missing after the attack and are working to identify
those on the list of casualties.

Sunday’s carnage was the result of military jets dropping munitions on a concert celebrating
the 62nd anniversary of the KIO’s founding.

Among the 63 dead were two KIA officers, members of the Kachin business community,
religious leaders, prominent Kachin vocalist vocalist Aurali Lahpai, keyboard player Ko King,
and a Myanmar-born Chinese national named Kyar Kyo, residents said.
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Injured seek to circumvent military roadblocks

As rescue efforts continued on Wednesday, residents told RFA that the military had yet to
remove roadblocks set up in the aftermath of the attack. They said no traffic was allowed to
come in or out of the area from Hpakant, around 15 miles away, leaving them short of the
medical supplies they need to care for the injured.

“There are too many injured patients and too few nurses here,” said one resident assisting
the wounded, speaking on condition of anonymity.

“Some have died because they didn’t get the treatment they needed ... The medication we
already have is barely sufficient either.”

Meanwhile, family members have been unable to claim the bodies of their loved ones
because junta authorities are refusing to allow vehicles through checkpoints to carry them
home, sources said.

A resident of Hpakant told RFA that some of those in need of medical treatment are taking
huge risks to leave via footpaths in the jungle.

“Some people walked very risky and dangerous paths through jungles and over several
mountains to return home — | think three or four of them. They carried some seriously
injured people with them, but they couldn't bring all of them,” said one resident, speaking
on condition of anonymity.

“There aren’t enough people to carry them out through the mountains. Some are still in the
jungle getting what little medical help they can. They have no access to clinics or hospitals.”

Win Ye Tun, the junta’s spokesman for Kachin state, told RFA he had no way to organize
assistance for the injured amid ongoing tensions between the military and the KIA.

“When the situation is safer here in the Hpakant area, we are going to start helping,” he
said.

The junta has said it was justified in its airstrike on the KIO gathering as a response to attacks
on military bases and boats by the KIA and anti-junta People’s Defense Force paramilitary
groups, which it calls “terrorist organizations.” It maintains that the only casualties in the
attack are members of the KIA and PDF.

The U.N. and foreign embassies have condemned the attack for causing mass civilian
casualties in statements the junta foreign ministry dismissed on Tuesday as fabricated claims
meant to interfere in Myanmar’s internal affairs.

Special envoy
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The latest reports from the military attack in Kachin state came as the U.N. special envoy for
Myanmar told the U.N. General Assembly’s human rights committee in New York that the
political crisis in the nation is taking “a catastrophic toll on the people.”

Speaking to the assembly on Tuesday evening, Noeleen Heyzer said that more than 13.2
million of the country’s 54.4 million people lack enough food to eat, while 1.3 million are
displaced by fighting and raids by a military using disproportionate force, including arson and
the killing of civilians.

The address marked Heyzer’s first at the U.N. in New York since visiting Myanmar in August
and meeting with junta chief Snr. Gen. Min Aung Hlaing, who she said she had urged to end
aerial bombing and the burning of civilian infrastructure, as well as non-discriminatory
distribution of aid.

Heyzer said that she has been working with the Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN), of which Myanmar is a member, to restore stability in the country, despite the
junta’s failure to uphold its end of the bloc’s Five-Point Consensus, agreed to in April 2021.

The plan calls for an immediate end to violence, a dialogue among all concerned parties,
mediation of the dialogue process by an ASEAN special envoy, provision of humanitarian aid
through ASEAN channels and a visit to Myanmar by the bloc’s special envoy to meet all
concerned parties.

ASEAN foreign ministers are planning to hold an emergency meeting in Jakarta, Indonesia on
Thursday to discuss the status of the agreement ahead of the bloc’s annual summit on Nov.
10 in Cambodia’s capital Phnom Penh. ASEAN has not extended an invitation to junta Foreign
Minister Wunna Maung Lwin to attend Thursday’s meeting.

Kyaw Zaw, the spokesman for the office of the president of Myanmar’s shadow National
Unity Government, said that the meeting will likely discuss actions that can be taken against
the junta to ensure that it implements the Five-Point Consensus, “because there is no
positive outcome, no progress.”

He also urged ASEAN to extend negotiations to the National Unity Government and all
opposition parties in Myanmar, instead of exclusively with the junta.

More than 450 civil society groups sent open letters to ASEAN leaders on Tuesday, calling for
bolder and more effective action on Myanmar’s crisis than the Five-Point Consensus.

Translated by Myo Min Aung. Written in English by Joshua Lipes.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/toll-10262022184020.html
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‘l was thrown by the force of the blast’ — survivor of Myanmar military airstrike on Hpakant

A man who was at the Kachin State music festival targeted in an aerial bombing by the junta
says at least 100 people were present when the attack happened

Maung Shwe Wah | Published on Oct 26, 2022

Sixty-two people are so far confirmed to have been killed in the junta’s aerial bombing of a
Kachin State music festival on Sunday evening, according to a spokesperson for the Kachin
Independence Organisation/Army (KIO/A).

Among them were four high-ranking officers in the KIA’s Brigade 9, which is active in Hpakant
Township, where the airstrike took place, Col Naw Bu told Myanmar Now.

With phone and internet connections cut off to the area by the Myanmar military, it remains
difficult to verify further details of the attack, one of the deadliest since the February 2021
coup.

The presence of junta checkpoints on main roads has trapped those wounded in the assault in a
village near the A Nang Pa venue, preventing them from accessing medical treatment and
raising fears that the death toll will continue to rise.

Myanmar Now spoke with a survivor of the incident on Tuesday, who hid in the forest after the
assault and managed to escape the area the day after the bombing. On the condition of
anonymity, he described the force of the weapons, where they hit, and the panic he felt that
night.

Myanmar Now: What happened that night?

Survivor: We were watching the concert, but | don’t even remember much after the bombing
started, because we had to flee in panic to a safer place. | had arrived in the evening for the
show. It had already started when the bombing began, and the bombs fell near the stage. |
couldn’t see anything after the bombs started dropping, and | ran towards the woods. | had
never experienced something like this before in my life.

MN: Who was singing when the bombing started?

S: I don’t remember the name of the artist that was performing. They hadn’t even started
singing yet. They were just preparing for their set and the celebrations were already in the final
phase. | only went there because | wanted to see the show. | got to hear two songs and watch a
dance performance. | don’t know the entire list of performers for the show. | had not been to
that place before.

MN: Where were you when the bombing started?
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S: | was watching the show from outside the actual space for the audience—in an area to the
left of that space. Nobody was singing along or dancing there, but both older people and youth
were in front of me.

MN: Did you see where the bombs hit?

S: A bomb fell right in the audience. There were at least 100 people in that area. It fell in front
of me, but a little ways away.

When | started running, | could see flames. It was so bright. | think [the aircrafts] dropped ‘fire
bombs’ too, as buildings started burning soon after the bombing began. | was actually thrown
by the force of the blast of the first one. When | could see again, the place where | was sitting
was already on fire.

MN: Did you suffer any injuries?

S: When | landed after getting thrown back by the explosion, | was hit in the face by dirt. |
started running as soon as | regained consciousness. | wasn’t hit by shrapnel, maybe because |
was sitting behind a row of chairs. Both my friend and | were sitting in our seats and both of us
were thrown back. | still don’t know where any of my friends are right now. | lost contact with
them and haven’t been able to reach them since the attack. | don’t even have the words to
describe the incident. My ears were ringing and the ringing didn’t stop until yesterday [two
days later].

MN: Did all the bombs fall simultaneously?

S: They dropped the bombs one after another. One of them fell on the kitchen area where they
were preparing food for concertgoers, and the other fell on the audience.

MN: Could you hear the military jets coming before the bombing?

S: No, | couldn’t. I only heard them when they were right about to drop the bombs. When |
realized that they were there, the bombs were already mid-air. We only knew when they were
right over our heads. It was especially hard because the telephone and internet connections
were cut off at that time.

MN: Did you return to the concert site after the explosions?

S: No, I didn’t. | hid in the woods for the whole night and went back home in the morning. The
place where | was hiding was quite far from the venue and | was too scared to go back, because
there was a risk that they would come back for a second attack.

MN: We heard that the military blocked the main roads to the A Nang Pa area. How did you
get back to your village?

S: | got home using an alternative route and avoided the checkpoints.
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This interview was lightly edited for clarity.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/i-was-thrown-by-the-force-of-the-blast-survivor-of-
myanmar-military-airstrike-on-hpakant

Burma Army raids the homes of Hpakant Massacre victims

October 26, 2022 | DVB

KACHIN—The Burma Army has searched the homes of
Kachin Independence Army (KIA) officers and others
killed during the airstrikes on Hpakant Township.

8 These raids took place on Oct. 25, the day after the
airstrike that killed over 80 people attending a KIA
ceremony. “They [Burma Army] went around the
houses of wealthy people who were killed in the
attack. Families [of the victims] are worried and crying,” a person who knows one of the victims
killed told DVB.

Relatives of the victims have fled the Hpakant area. They say the Burma Army threatened to

arrest them if they hosted funeral processions for their loved ones killed. Junta forces closed

gates in A Nang Pa to stop all vehicles from entering the area. It ordered the arrest of anyone
caught anyone transporting casualties from the scene of the crime.

“l heard Nant Yar gate on Hpakant Road is closed for three days. The injured and dead are not
allowed to be transported from A Nang Pa. Two people from each victim’s family are allowed to
go to cremate or bury the bodies [at A Nang Pa], but they are not allowed to transport the
injured or dead individuals from A Nang Pa,” a source said. Security forces stationed at
checkpoints near A Nang Pa have been ordered to conduct strict inspections. Over 80 people
have been killed and more than 90 were injured during the airstrike.

https://english.dvb.no/burma-army-raids-the-homes-of-hpakant-massacre-victims/

‘Our Objective Was to Force Junta Troops From Southern Kawkareik’: KNLA
By THE IRRAWADDY | 26 October 2022

The Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA) and its resistance allies, including the Kyar Phyu
(White Tiger) group, attacked Myanmar junta targets in Kawkareik, Karen State, where the
KNLA’s political wing, the Karen National Union’s (KNU) Brigade 6 is based, on October 21.

Kawkareik town is on the trade route with Thailand and held by junta troops while Karen armed
groups control rural areas.
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Resistance troops in Kawkareik.

The October 21 attack was described in the media
as an offensive to seize the town from the junta.
But KNLA Battalion 27 commander Lieutenant
Colonel Saw Yan Naing said the attack was a
response to regime refusals to withdraw from
Karen villages in southern Kawkareik and to stop
junta shelling. Lt-Col Saw Yan Naing talked to The

Irrawaddy about the fighting.
How long did the fighting last?

Fighting and Infantry Battalion 97 outposts which
fired artillery shells.

The fighting continued all day. We attacked at 7am

wggg%;o)g:i};” = =¥ from the north and south and took a police outpost
® and crushed junta security forces at a hilltop

outpost. Then we attacked a police station and

Battalion 97 in the town.

We stayed in the town the whole day. After regime air strikes and junta troops left southern
Kawkareik to reinforce the town — which was our primary objective — we withdrew.

Our objective was to force junta troops from southern Kawkareik and not to control the town.

But from the experience, we believe we will be able to take the town if we follow a systematic
plan.

How many casualties did the revolutionary forces suffer?

One fighter died and three others were injured. According to the commander Bo Kyaw Thet,
around nine junta personnel were killed. And weapons were seized from the hilltop outpost.

How many civilian casualties were reported in Kawkareik?
KNLA fighters in Kawkareik.

We attacked where there were few civilian houses
and mainly staff quarters. But civilians were hit by
junta shells in Khin Aye Mu village, which is far from
where we attacked.

o 2 There have been criticisms about Brigade 6’s good
treatment of prisoners of war. Why does the brigade treat captives well?
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People have criticized us for the way we handle prisoners of war. The KNU is an armed
organization with political objectives. We are not blood-thirsty killers. The KNU strictly follows
the Geneva Convention on the treatment of prisoners of war.

We feed them properly, treat them humanely and keep them freely and do not tie them up
unless necessary. We are fighting because we oppose the dictatorship. We don’t want to be the
next dictators.

What do you want to tell junta soldiers, police and civil servants who have not yet joined the
Civil Disobedience Movement [CDM]?

They are junta supporters. We will decisively defeat them on the battleground as they are
pillars of the regime. But we will handle detainees in line with international provisions.

As to strikers who have joined the CDM, we warmly welcome them and arrange our best for
them. Even if they want to bring families, we try our best and carry out family reunion
programs.

What message do you want to give the people?

There is one message: many people have endured everything unbowed. | bow to them. Some
want to join [the revolution]. But they have fears, concerns and doubts that the revolution will
win. Do not fear because we will definitely win this fight.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/in-person/interview/our-objective-was-to-force-junta-troops-
from-southern-kawkareik-knla.html

Myanmar Junta Rounds Up Rakhine Civilians as AA Clashes Increase
By THE IRRAWADDY | 26 October 2022

Family members are concerned about around 20 Buthidaung Township residents in Rakhine
State who were detained by Myanmar’s military regime on Sunday.

Troops from the 15th Military Operations Command rounded up residents at the central
market in Buthidaung, including shopkeepers, traders and porters, according to relatives of the
detainees.

Among the detainees was a policeman from the town’s jetty office. Others included 10 ethnic
Rakhine and seven Muslim traders and three porters, said residents.

Their whereabouts are unknown.

A former Buthidaung lawmaker said: “I think they are making arrests just to instill fear. They ask
for ransoms and if their relatives can’t find the money they find trumped-up charges. They are
crooks and do whatever they want.”
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Since fighting escalated between Myanmar’s regime and the Arakan Army (AA) in August, the
junta has not been able to launch offensives against the AA. Instead, it is shelling villages,
blockading roads and waterways and arbitrarily arresting civilians.

On October 14, junta troops detained a treasurer of the Garuna Network charity in Maungdaw
at his house and charged him and other members under the Unlawful Association Act over
alleged ties with the AA.

On October 12, junta troops detained nine boats coming from Rathedaung, Ponnagyun and
Maungdaw to buy food in Sittwe, the state capital. The regime released the passengers but
crews remain at Sittwe police station.

The regime has detained hundreds of residents in northern Rakhine and in Taungup, Ramree,
Manaung and Kyaukphyu townships to the south since August. They are often charged under
Article 505 of the Penal Code and the Unlawful Association Act. Many are being held
incommunicado, according to Rakhine charities.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-rounds-up-rakhine-civilians-as-aa-
clashes-increase.html

Collaboration, Negotiation or Resistance: How Junta Rule Has Politically Fractured Myanmar’s
Mon State

By THE IRRAWADDY | 27 October 2022

Last year’s military takeover of Myanmar sparked a range of different ideological responses
among the ethnic people of Mon State, known locally as Yamanya. Some Mon opted to
cooperate with the junta, while others have taken up arms to fight it. And some simply view the
crisis as a power struggle among Myanmar’s majority Bamar ethnicity.

The Mon have broadly divided into three groups — political allies of the junta, those engaging
with the junta under the Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement, and those fighting the junta both
politically and militarily.

Junta allies

An MUP rally ahead of 2020 general election.

Among those opting to cooperate with the regime
are the Mon Unity Party (MUP), which allied with the
junta soon after the February 2021 coup.

One month before the coup, the MUP was poised to
hold talks with the National League for Democracy

Page 21 of 62


https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-rounds-up-rakhine-civilians-as-aa-clashes-increase.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-rounds-up-rakhine-civilians-as-aa-clashes-increase.html

(NLD), which won the 2020 general election. But the meeting was cancelled after the two sides
failed to reach agreement on the venue.

Soon after the military takeover, MUP executive committee member Dr. Banyar Aung Moe
joined the State Administration Council (SAC), the junta’s governing body.

Explaining the decision at the time, MUP spokesman Nai Layi Tama told The Irrawaddy:
“Previously we chose the path of confrontation in our fight for a federal Union, but many lost
their lives and we failed to achieve our objective. Now, as we continue our journey to a federal
democratic Union, we don’t want to choose a path that results in bloodshed.”

Nai Layi Tama has himself joined the junta’s administrative body in Mon State. However, some
60 members resigned from the MUP in March last year over the party’s decision to ally with the
regime, according to Mon political circles.

Among them was Dr Aung Naing Oo, a prominent Mon politician who served as deputy speaker
of Mon State Parliament.

Some Mon militia groups also began collaborating with the junta about a year after the coup.

The Mon Peace Defense Force (MPDF), which had split from the New Mon State Party in 2010
and surrendered to Myanmar military, announced on October 10 this year that it had
transformed itself into local pro-regime militias.

The Mon Peace Defense Force holds a press briefing.

In a statement, it said its local militias were cooperating
with junta forces to suppress the threat of “terrorism” —
a term used by the junta to describe armed resistance.

A Mon political analyst who asked for anonymity said
Mon militias have long been affiliated with the Myanmar
military and do not enjoy the support of Mon people.

“The regime has revived these groups so they can say
that there are also ethnic armed groups that support them [besides those that oppose the
regime]. They have also created such groups in the past. This time it has done so to trigger
armed conflict in the region,” he said.

Groups in junta peace talks

The New Mon State Party (NMSP), a long-standing ethnic armed organization (EAQ), has held
two rounds of talks with junta chief Min Aung Hlaing so far.

Established in 1958, the NMSP signed the Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement (NCA) in February
2018. The group is headquartered in the east of Ye Township, and has around 1,500 members,
according to observers.
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The NMSP held its first meeting with junta boss in May this year in Naypyitaw, and the second
on October 11. The NMSP delegation was led by its vice chair Nai Aung Min.

The NMSP reportedly presented Mon groups’ plan to draft a Yamanya Constitution, a resolution
reached at the Mon National Conference in May, during its first meeting with Min Aung Hlaing.
Regime media reports however made no mention of the draft.

Junta media said Min Aung Hlaing discussed establishing a federal Union based on a multi-party
democracy that meets the wishes of the people. The junta chief said that ethnic people could
press to have their demands met through a national parliament, and those wishing to stay
armed could join the Myanmar military or its Border Guard Force (BGF).

The NMSP then suspended talks after 10 Mon State-based civil society organizations issued a
joint statement calling on it to break off contact with the regime.

But after hearing that EAOs based in northern Myanmar were holding talks with the regime, the
NMSP executive committee voted to resume negotiations.

NMSP headquarters in Ye Chaung Pyar, in the east
of Ye Township.

| The group said that during the second meeting it
called for a dialogue involving all stakeholders,
including EAOs and detained civilian leader Daw
Aung San Suu Kyi.

The regime said the meeting discussed legislative powers enshrined in the army-drafted 2008
Constitution for Union and sub-national parliaments, and post-2020 plans adopted by the Joint
Ceasefire Monitoring Committee.

The NMSP said it had agreed to hold another round of talks as positions expressed by the junta
at the meeting were not clear.

The NMSP’s statement following the meeting clearly showed it had not reached an agreement
with the regime, said an ethnic affairs analyst based in central Myanmar.

“What Min Aung Hlaing said is that ethnic people can either join the [junta] military or turn
themselves into BGF if they want to hold arms. The NMSP obviously got nothing from the
meeting. That’s why it said it had agreed to hold further talks. The regime is yet to reach a new
agreement with either the NMSP or any other group,” he said.

A Mon affairs analyst added that the NMSP held the talks over concern of military
encroachment by the junta.

“There are no junta troops around NMSP headquarters but there are lots in Ye Township. So
NMSP leaders may be wary about possible military pressure,” he said.
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Groups opposing the regime

As well as political opposition to the junta, some groups have taken up arms against the regime
in Mon State.

The umbrella for resistance is the Mon State Interim Coordination Committee (MSICC), a
member of the National Unity Consultative Council — the highest-level political coalition
opposing the junta.

The MSICC is cooperating with the national council’s mission to draft federal democracy
charters.

The MSICC consists of Mon political parties, elected lawmakers and civil social organizations
working to establish a democratic federal Mon State. Its chair is Nai Thuwunna, who also serves
as labor minister in the parallel civilian National Unity Government (NUG).

Nai Kaung Ywut, a retired colonel from the NMSP, serves as deputy defense minister in the
NUG, representing the MSICC.

The state also has a resistance group, the Mon State Defense Force (MDSF), operating under
NUG command. The MDSF (North) is active in Thaton Township while MDSF (South) operates in
Ye Township.

The Mon State Defense Force, which is under the
command of the civilian National Unity Government.

The MDSF is engaged in fighting with junta troops in and
around Ye Township. There are also other local resistance
groups fighting regime forces, including Ye Belu and the
Mon State Revolutionary Organization.

, 5, _ . 3 Most Mon resistance groups are allied to Myanmar’s oldest
EAO the Karen Natlonal Unlon WhICh provides them with military training, according to ethnic
affairs analysts.

On October 3, KNU’s Brigade 1 based in Thaton District formed a resistance coalition with 24
local People’s Defense Forces (PDFs). The resistance coalition consists of PDFs from Paung, Bilin,
Thaton and Theinzayat towns in Mon State and will operate under the direct command of KNU
Brigade 1.

Meanwhile, another Mon armed resistance group is currently establishing a base in Mudon and
Thanphyuzayat, according to the ethnic affairs analyst from central Myanmar. Group members
are reportedly undergoing military training under the Three Brotherhood Alliance, a military
coalition consisting of the Arakan Army, the Ta’ang National Liberation, and the Myanmar
National Democratic Alliance Army.
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No Unity Among Mon Political Organizations

The Yamanya Federal Force (YFF), an anti-regime group based in Mon State, is unhappy that the
oldest Mon revolutionary group, the NMSP, is engaged in talks with the junta.

“l think the NMSP is taking a wait-and-see attitude as it continues down the NCA path,” a YFF

spokesman said. “My view is the NMSP should instead gather Mon revolutionary forces under
its leadership. The revolutionary forces would accept an offer of NMSP leadership. The NMSP

should adopt specific policies and prepare for this,” he said.

It is time that Mon people fought for self-determination rather than holding talks with a regime
that proposes to absorb them into the BGF, he added.

The ethnic affairs analyst from central Myanmar said Mon political forces are divided over
armed resistance against the regime.

“The MUP is cooperating with the regime, but in fact it consulted the NMPS before deciding to
join the regime. And the views of Buddhist Mon monks, who are influential figures in Mon
political circles, also played a part. They decided to make peace with the regime for the time
being. This decision was made based on the fact that the NMSP is a relatively small armed
group, and there is still a need to build unity among Mon political forces. And perhaps they also
hope they can obtain their rights at the [negotiating] table while the SAC is faced with political
crisis,” said the analyst.

It’s not just Mon political organizations who are lost in this fog; Mon people are also disoriented
in the current political landscape, said a Mon ethnic affairs analyst.

They are confused over whether to cooperate with the regime and demand their rights through
talks, stick to the NCA path, or join resistance groups and fight for their rights, he said.

Mon State is expected to experience more repercussions from escalating armed conflicts in
Myanmar, he said.

“Armed conflicts are taking place across the country. This will definitely affect Mon State and
may have more serious impacts in the months to come. As a Mon ethnic person, my view is that
dialogue with the SAC is not the solution for the current political crisis. It will not guarantee the
rights that we Mon people aspire to. If an agreement is reached, it will never be implemented.
[Negotiations] are just the regime’s strategy for survival amid the political crisis. The talks will
bring no results for Mon people,” he said.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/analysis/collaboration-negotiation-or-resistance-how-
junta-rule-has-politically-fractured-myanmars-mon-state.html
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Myanmar Junta Frees NLD Election Chiefs
By THE IRRAWADDY | 26 October 2022

Myanmar’s military regime has released the head of the electoral body appointed by the
ousted National League for Democracy (NLD) government after 20 months in custody.

Prison sources told The Irrawaddy that the Union Election Commission (UEC) chairman U Hla
Thein and a commission secretary U Myint Naing were released from Yamethin Prison in
Mandalay Region on Wednesday.

They were detained in February last year when the military staged its coup, accusing the NLD of
vote rigging in the 2020 general election that saw another NLD landslide victory.

A regime court in July this year sentenced them to three years’ imprisonment for electoral
fraud.

Domestic and international election observers insisted that the 2020 election was free and fair,
despite the regime’s claims. Millions took to the streets to protest against the coup.

The junta filed the same charges against NLD President U Win Myint, State Counselor Daw Aung
San Suu Kyi and three other senior figures, sentencing them to three years each.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-frees-nld-election-chiefs.html

457 CSOs call on ASEAN to sanction Myanmar

By Mizzima |26 October 2022

¥ &

Flags of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN). Photo: EPA

According to CSO Progressive Voice, 457 CSOs have called
on ASEAN to move beyond the Five-Point Consensus,
exclude junta representation from all ASEAN meetings
and mechanisms and work with Myanmar’s civilian actors
to end the crisis.

The demands were made in a letter sent to ASEAN leaders by the CSOs.

It said that ASEAN must replace the ineffectual Five-Point Consensus (5PC) with a concrete plan
of action to address the multiple catastrophes in Myanmar, said 457 civil society organizations
in a joint letter to ASEAN leaders issued on 25 October.

Page 26 of 62


https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-frees-nld-election-chiefs.html
https://mizzima.com/author/mizzima

The bloc must also cease inviting all political and non-political representatives of the Myanmar
military junta to its summits and meetings, and instead consult and support civil society and the
National Unity Government, said the groups.

The groups are also calling for the mandate of the ASEAN Special Envoy to be amended, with a
new appointment to be made every three years by the ASEAN Chair with renewed clear terms
of reference.

The upcoming ASEAN Foreign Ministers ‘Meeting and the ASEAN Summit present an
opportunity for the bloc to turn over a new leaf in its efforts to address the crisis in Myanmar
since the 1 February 2021 failed coup.

For the past 20 months, the military junta has ceaselessly perpetrated atrocity crimes against
the people of Myanmar. Despite being put on notice for non-compliance with the 5PC, the
junta has repeatedly been emboldened by ASEAN’s empty warnings and “dialogues” to
continue the terror campaign with blanket impunity.

Khin Ohmar, Chairperson of Progressive Voice, said: “We are looking to the Indonesia Chairship
and their strong leadership as the driving force in ASEAN to end heinous crimes committed by
the military junta.

“Going forward, we expect substantial actions to reverse the extensive harm caused by ASEAN’s
current approach to the struggle of Myanmar people.

“ASEAN must urgently develop a new action plan with clear benchmarks, based on extensive
consultation with civil society, the National Unity Government and ethnic revolutionary
organisations.”

Naw Hser Hser, the General-Secretary of the Women’s League of Burma, said: “Local
humanitarian actors have been indispensable in providing aid to most vulnerable populations in
direst needs, despite immense challenges.

“ASEAN must stop relying on its humanitarian wing, the AHA Centre in which the junta is
involved in the governing board, and stop partnering with the junta to provide humanitarian
assistance, lest over a million lives continue to suffer aid weaponization. Rather, the bloc must
support localisation of aid and redirect resources to local humanitarian groups including
through cross-border channels.”

Kasit Pironya, a Board Member of ASEAN Parliamentarians for Human Rights, said: “The ASEAN
Special Envoy’s mandate should be revised, in order to follow human rights principles, and have
as their sole mission working to put a stop to the brutality in Myanmar. Under Indonesia
Chairship, the Envoy must immediately engage with civil society and ethnic organizations as
well as the National Unity Government.
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“The human rights and humanitarian crisis in Myanmar is a threat to regional security. To
prevent further destabilizing of the region, ASEAN should support the Myanmar people in their
struggle to end the junta’s crimes and terror.”

The letter has been sent to ASEAN leaders, ahead of a special meeting of ASEAN Foreign
Ministers on 27 October where they will discuss the implementation of the 5PC. The ASEAN
Summit is due to take place on 10 — 13 November 2022.

https://mizzima.com/article/457-csos-call-asean-sanction-myanmar

Right to the End, Cambodia Fails Myanmar’s People as ASEAN Chair
By HPONE MYAT | 26 October 2022

From the start, Cambodia’s tenure as chair of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) has been a time of dismay for Myanmar, with Phnom Penh never failing to find some
new way to disappoint the people of the country. Even as it prepares to hand off to its
successor, it is still finding ways to frustrate them. Take its latest announcement on Myanmar
on Wednesday.

In his capacity as the ASEAN chairman, Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen said in the
statement that the bloc was gravely concerned over the recent escalation of violence in
Myanmar, including armed clashes in Karen State and a deadly air strike on a civilian gathering
in Kachin State.

But the statement shamefully avoids naming the perpetrator: the Myanmar military regime,
which is responsible for air raids that killed at least 50 people, including civilians, in Kachin as
well as deadly air strikes and shelling in Karen State. Both happened late last week.

Rather than directly name the culprit, the statement just says that ASEAN urgently calls on all
parties concerned, “in particular one with significant power on the ground,” to take its
repeated and worn-out suggestion to “take concrete actions to enable a process of
inclusiveness and constructive dialogue and to seek a peaceful solution and national
reconciliation in Myanmar and for the sake of peace, security and stability in the region.”

Former US ambassador to Myanmar Scot Marciel tweeted “It serves no purpose other than to
make one look feckless” to refuse to name an offending country or organization while making it
100 percent clear to whom you are referring.

Yes, ASEAN under Cambodia’s chairmanship has proved to be feckless from the beginning.

Hun Sen’s legacy is to have been the first international premier to visit Myanmar and hold talks
with the junta leadership, while almost the entire world shunned them for seizing power from
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the democratically elected government and for its bloody post-coup crackdowns on peaceful
protesters.

Furthermore, with the upcoming handover of the chairmanship to Indonesia, Hun Sen’s fantasy
of becoming a negotiator between the junta and ASEAN has now fizzled out. He dreamed of
coaxing regime chief Min Aung Hlaing into implementing the bloc’s Five Point Consensus peace
plan for Myanmar. He barked at his critics: “Please do not bother me; give me time [to meet
the leader of Myanmar].”

Sadly for him, the junta’s stubbornness doomed his dream. He also personally appealed to Min
Aung Hlaing not to hang four democracy activists, but to no avail. His special envoy has flown to
Myanmar twice, but neither visit yielded significant results. Their deals with the regime on the
provision of humanitarian assistance to the country were much criticized for giving the junta
control over distribution.

After all his repeated missteps, the failure to name the Myanmar junta as the culprit in the
statement Wednesday suggests Hun Sen still hasn’t come to his senses about the regime he has
been dealing with throughout his chairmanship.

Myanmar will remain a thorn in ASEAN’s side after Indonesia assumes the chairmanship. The
new chair shouldn’t follow in Cambodia’s footsteps. ASEAN as a whole should now reform its
approach to Myanmar, as the Five-Point Consensus the bloc adopted for the country has yet to
bear fruit more than one year on. It’s time to think outside the consensus.

Equally important, ASEAN must not legitimize the junta’s actions, such as by officially
recognizing the regime’s planned election next year. Member states should also refrain from
applying double standards on Myanmar issues. In particular, neighboring countries to Myanmar
who are members of ASEAN should consider the impacts of living next door to such a politically
and socially unstable country. They will be the ones who suffer the destabilization first and
most immediately—some are already struggling with it—before the whole region experiences
the detrimental effects.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/commentary/right-to-the-end-cambodia-fails-myanmars-
people-as-asean-chair.html

ASEAN offers paltry concern over rising violence in Burma

October 26, 2022 |DVB

Cambodia, the current chair of the Association of Southeast Asians (ASEAN), claimed it is
“gravely concerned” in a statement issued on Oct. 26 over escalating violence in Burma. The
statement cited escalating fighting in Karen State, the bombing at Insein Prison, and a recent
airstrike in Hpakant, Kachin State that killed dozens as evidence of the deteriorating situation in
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Burma. It also claimed that these incidents violate “the spirit of ASEAN’s Five-Point Consensus”
and the ASEAN envoy’s efforts to mediate the country’s political crisis.

o ASEAN “We urgently call on all parties concerned, in particular
s e one with significant power on the ground, to take
eSS s oncrete actions to enable a process of inclusive and
constructive dialogue and to seek a peaceful solution
and national reconciliation in Myanmar, and for the
sake of peace, security and stability in the region,” the
statement added. Cambodia did not directly implicate
the Burma Army in numerous recent attacks on
civilians. The statement was widely criticized online.

CEREMONY
o N MINISTE

“Really very far from ASEAN ‘s finest hour. The statement doesn’t even name the brutal
Myanmar military’s culpability in massacring citizens in Kachin, Sagaing, and Karen states,” Phil
Robertson, Deputy Asia Director of Human Rights Watch, stated on Twitter. The foreign
ministers of ASEAN members are due to hold a special meeting on Oct. 27 in Jakarta to discuss
worsening violence on Burma. The emergency meeting comes as the foreign ministers

of Singapore and Malaysia previously called on ASEAN to reassess the Five-Point Consensus by
November.

Burma’s military regime agreed to the Five-Point Consensus in April of 2021 at an ASEAN
meeting in Indonesia. The consensus called for a cessation of violence in Burma and the start
constructive dialogue among all parties. However, The Burma Army has only escalated its
attacks against civilians across the country. Indonesia will take over as chair of ASEAN in 2023.

https://english.dvb.no/asean-offers-paltry-concern-over-rising-violence-in-burma/

ASEAN Countries Must End Forced Returns of Refugees to Junta-Ruled Myanmar: UN Envoy
By THE IRRAWADDY | 26 October 2022

The United Nations special envoy has urged Southeast Asian countries to end forced returns of
Myanmar nationals fleeing for safety and develop a joint regional framework for refugee
protection.

Noeleen Heyzer, the secretary-general’s special envoy on Myanmar, told the Third Committee
of the UN General Assembly on October 25 that the recent forced return of Myanmar nationals
underlines the urgent need for a coordinated ASEAN response to address shared regional
challenges caused by the conflict.

She called on ASEAN countries to urgently discuss development of a framework for refugee
protection that respects the principle of non-refoulement, protects human rights and serves
regional shared interests, ahead of the ASEAN Summit in November.
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The UN envoy also strongly condemned recent attacks including the junta’s deadly airstrike at
the weekend that killed more than 60 people and injured over 55 at a celebration in Kachin
State’s Hpakant Township.

According to UNHCR, hundreds of Myanmar nationals including refugees and military defectors
have been sent back against their will by Malaysia in the past two months.

Among recent deportations were six officers who defected from the Myanmar navy and were
arrested by Malaysian authorities before being deported on Oct. 6, according to Reuters. One
officer and his wife were detained upon arrival back in Yangon, it stated. At least four
reportedly sought UN refugee status in Malaysia. In the latest case, Malaysia deported a
Myanmar asylum-seeker from detention despite UNHCR interventions.

Myanmar nationals who had been detained by Malaysian
authorities are deported to Myanmar on Oct. 6. (Photo:
Myanmar Embassy in Malaysia/ Facebook)

! The reports have sparked growing concern for political
w refugees and military personnel who defect and join the
. anti-regime movement.

Writing in an open letter to Malaysia, groups representing Myanmar military defectors said
deportations put them in serious danger. They called on the neighboring country to
immediately stop repatriating political refugees, including military personnel who join the civil
disobedience movement against the regime.

Since the February 2021 military coup, the junta has carried out a nationwide campaign of mass
killings, torture, arbitrary arrests, and indiscriminate attacks that amount to crimes against
humanity and war crimes.

As of Tuesday, nearly 2,400 civilians had been killed and about 16,000 people arrested by junta
forces, according to the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/asean-countries-must-end-forced-returns-of-
refugees-to-junta-ruled-myanmar-un-envoy.html
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