PEACE Info (October 19, 2022)
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At Least Eight Killed in Bombing, Shooting at Myanmar’s Insein Prison

By THE IRRAWADDY | 19 October 2022

~. . L Py The aftermath of the explosions and shooting near the
: entrance of Insein Prison on the morning of Oct. 19

At least eight people were killed in two explosions and a
subsequent shooting at Yangon’s Insein Prison on
Wednesday morning. Those killed include the mother of
a jailed prominent student activist, relatives of at least
two other political detainees, and three prison staff.

According to locals, two parcel bombs exploded in a
building near the prison entrance used for receiving supplies brought for political detainees by
relatives. After the explosions, junta forces began shooting indiscriminately, they said.

Daw Kyee Myint, 54, the mother of Ko Lin Htet Naing, aka Ko James, was killed while delivering
food for her detained son, who was arrested on June 18 by junta forces in Yangon, family
members confirmed to The Irrawaddy.

“It was earlier than she usually visits the prison. But she said she wanted to take some food for
her son and went out,” a family member said.

According to the junta, the blasts killed a total of eight people—three prison staff and five
visitors including a child—and injured 18: five prison staff and 13 civilians.

At least two other political detainees’ mothers were among the civilians killed, according to a
family member of a political prisoner.

One was Daw Thin Thin Cho, who was at the prison to testify as a witness in her son’s case. Her
son, who was an employee of Air KBZ, was arrested in September last year for allegedly plotting
to crash one of the airline’s planes by putting leaves inside its pitot tubes, which measure
airspeed.

The mother of anti-regime protester Ko Hein, who was violently arrested during a flash mob
protest near Pan Pin Gyi Road in Yangon’s Kyimyindaing Township, was also killed, according to
activists.

No group has claimed responsibility for the attack yet. The notorious Insein Prison holds
thousands of political prisoners including elected leaders, activists, politicians and student
protesters.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/at-least-eight-killed-in-bombing-shooting-at-
myanmars-insein-prison.html
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Rebel group claims responsibility for blasts at Myanmar’s Insein Prison

The explosions come two days after rebel forces attacked a military convoy protecting junta
chief.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.10.19

A parcel-reception location at the entrance of Insein Prison
was damaged by an explosion in Yangon, Myanmar, Oct.
19, 2022. Military True News Information Team via AP

An anti-junta group claimed responsibility for bomb blasts
at a colonial-era prison in Myanmar’s commercial hub
Yangon on Wednesday morning that killed eight people
and injured 18 others.

The Special Task Agency of Burma, an urban rebel group fighting the military dictatorship,
announced that it had carried out the attack in which two bombs in parcel packages
exploded at Yangon’s notorious Insein Prison. The blasts occurred near an area for receiving
packages delivered by the family members of political detainees and were followed by
gunfire by junta soldiers.

The explosions killed three prison employees and five visitors, the ruling military junta’s
State Administration Council said. Among the 18 injured were five prison staffers and 13
civilians, including two children aged 9 and 17.

The blasts were the latest attack by groups seeking to remove the junta from power
following a February 2021 coup in which the military seized control of the democratically
elected government. Security forces have fired on and used excessive force to disperse and
harm protesters in their widespread assault on civilians who oppose the regime. Local
People’s Defense Force, or PDF, militias have teamed up with ethnic armies to fight the junta
forces.

To date, more than 2,370 civilians have been killed and 15,901 arrested since the coup took
place, according to figures from the Assistance Association of Political Prisoners, a human
rights group founded by Burmese former political prisoners living in exile in Thailand.

Myanmar’s shadow National Unity Government, the Yangon-based anti-junta protest group
General Strike Committee and other activist groups condemned the attacks and called for
those responsible to be held to account.

“Whoever did this must be held accountable,” said Kyaw Zaw, a spokesman for the NUG’s
Presidential Office, told RFA. “It is completely unacceptable for the family members of
political prisoners to set off bombs in the prison while they are in prison. Civilians should not
be targeted for any attacks at all."
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Myanmar junta chief Snr. General Min Aung Hlaing
inspects local products after meeting with
representatives of small manufacturing businesses in
Mawlamyine, southeastern Myanmar's Mon state, Oct.
18, 2022. Credit: Myanmar military

Rebels attack junta convoy

attacked a military convoy on Monday that was providing security for junta chief Snr.
General Min Aung Hlaing, killing 11 regime officials, militia officials and local residents said.
The junta chief was visiting local businesses in Hpa-An, in Kayin state, and Mawlamyine, in
Mon state.

“They were returning from Mawlamyine, [and] we attacked with landmines followed by a
direct assault when they arrived in the Bilin area,” said a Thaton PDF battalion commander
who declined to be identified for security reasons.

San Myint, spokesman for Thaton KNLA Battalion No. 2, said the forces targeted the vehicles
carrying high-ranking officers, killing nine junta soldiers at the scene and injuring two others
who died at a hospital.

But Aung Kyi Thein, the junta’s spokesman for Mon state and minister of natural resources
and environmental conservation, said only two people died. He said rebels attacked the
convoy by detonating handmade landmines and shot 40-millimeter missiles and small arms
at the vehicles at the former Shwe Than Lwin toll gate.

RFA has not been able to independently establish the number of casualties.

A resident who lives near the area where the attack took place told RFA that locals
frequently hear battle sounds and fear for their safety. Other residents said battles break out
often between the junta and Karen rebels in the Bilin area and that some civilian adults and
children have died as a result.

“l am praying that the battles will not move to our location because many of us work on
rubber and betel nut plantations, and we have to go into the woods a lot,” said one resident
who requested anonymity for safety reasons. “We are too scared to go there. It’s also
dangerous to pass between Thaton and Bilin in the evening from 6 p.m. or 7 p.m. The
situation is too risky even to go onto the betel plantation.”

Translated by Myo Min Aung for RFA Burmese. Written in English by Roseanne Gerin.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/prison-blasts-10192022172521.html
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One Killed as 14 Break Out of Myanmar Junta Police Station
By THE IRRAWADDY | 19 October 2022

One of 14 detainees who escaped from a cell at the Central Police Station in Sagaing Region’s
Hkamti on Tuesday morning was shot dead later that afternoon by security personnel and four
others have been rearrested, according to the Hkamti People’s Defense Force (PDF).

The inmates used tools to cut through the cell’s bars and escaped from the police station at
around 3 a.m. One inmate was rearrested soon after, and another was rearrested some three
hours later.

Three more were stopped at around 3 p.m. by junta security forces, who had blocked all routes
from the town. One of the three was shot dead as security personnel opened fire on them, and
the other two were taken into custody. The dead man’s identity is still unknown.

There were reports that the escapees seized a gun from a policeman on duty during the
breakout from the police station, and that three policemen helped them escape. The Irrawaddy
could not independently verify those reports, however.

Other sources told The Irrawaddy that the escapees included members of the Kachin
Independence Army and PDF members who were detained and charged with terrorism and
illegal possession of firearms over the past few months.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/one-killed-as-14-break-out-of-myanmar-junta-
police-station.html

Junta troops kill villager, torture monk in Sagaing’s Taze Township

An elderly woman also died of a heart attack as her village came under heavy artillery fire, local
sources said

Thura Maung | Published on Oct 19, 2022

Regime forces killed one civilian and tortured a monk and several other hostages in a village in
Sagaing Region’s Taze Township over the weekend, local resistance sources reported.

Phoe Phyu, 26, was captured by the military on Sunday and killed the next day just outside of
Chaung-U, a village about 10km northwest of the town of Taze, according to the spokesperson
for a local defence team.

“He was living in a hut on a farm. The junta troops came in plain clothes, so he thought they
were members of the local defence team. When they told him to go with them, he did. They
took him to Chaung-U, where they shot him dead near the entrance to the village,” the
spokesperson said.

Page 5 of 55


https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/one-killed-as-14-break-out-of-myanmar-junta-police-station.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/one-killed-as-14-break-out-of-myanmar-junta-police-station.html
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/junta-troops-kill-villager-torture-monk-in-sagaings-taze-township
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/author/9198

In Chaung-U, the military captured 11 villagers, including a monk, and held them hostage
overnight, he added, citing local residents.

While they were being held captive, the hostages were beaten with their hands tied behind
their backs and subjected to other forms of torture, according to the spokesperson.

The 25-year-old monk, who was not identified by name, was singled out for the worst
treatment, he said.

“He was just walking in the village with his alms bowl when they arrested him. They accused
him of sending supplies to the resistance. They cut his ears and his knee. | heard he even passed
out,” said the spokesperson.

The soldiers released the hostages when they left the village the next day, he added.

From Chaung-U, the soldiers travelled some 5km southwest to the village of Khayan Chan,
where they opened fire with light and heavy weapons.

According to another local defence team member, the loud explosions caused a 72-year-old
woman to have a fatal heart attack.

“They fired heavy artillery as they entered the village and the old woman died of a heart attack
because of the noise. Her family hasn’t been able to hold a funeral for her because they had to
leave her body behind when they fled, and the soldiers are still there,” he said.

Local defence forces say the troops now stationed in Khayan Chan have also sent teams of
soldiers to take control of the nearby villages of Pae Khin Gyi and Thapyay Yin.

According to a statement released by the Taze Township People’s Defence Team, the junta
column responsible for the recent attacks belongs to Light Infantry Battalion 368, under the
supervision of Light Infantry Division 33.

Residents of 15 villages have been displaced by the attacks, the statement added.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/junta-troops-kill-villager-torture-monk-in-sagaings-
taze-township

Outgunned resistance forces kill four police in Natmauk village

More than 150 people were forcibly detained following the incident, which occurred after local
defence team members encountered a group of police on patrol

Khin Yi Yi Zaw | Published on Oct 19, 2022

A group of nine local defence team members killed four police officers during a half-hour clash
in Magway Region’s Natmauk Township on Sunday, according to resistance sources.
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Police officers arrest a protester in Mandalay in the earlier
days of the coup (Myanmar Now)

The incident occurred at around 9pm in Hpat Taw Yae, a
village about 25km east of the town of Natmauk, after the
defence team members encountered eight officers on
patrol.

The regime forces, who may have included some soldiers, were fully armed, while the defence
team members only had a pistol, a rifle, and several swords between them, according to a
member of one of the groups involved in the clash.

“The guys with the guns fired back at the police, and when more junta personnel arrived on
motorcycles, we started attacking them with swords,” said Garuda Force officer Bo Aung Din.

Outgunned, the defence team members were forced to retreat, but not before seizing the
weapons of two of the deceased officers.

“We only had 14 bullets, so we saved the last one to go back and grab as many guns as we
could get. But we only managed to get two,” said Bo Aung Din.

He added that one member of his group was shot in the thigh and back while retrieving the
guns, but was not seriously injured.

According to Htan Htut, the information officer for the Beikthano People’s Defence Force (PDF),
which also took part in the confrontation, three of the officers were killed in the initial
exchange of fire, while the fourth died while attempting to flee.

“Three of them died right away, and the other one was killed while trying to get to his
motorcycle,” he said.

Guns seized from police officers killed by a local defence
team in the village of Hpat Taw Yae on October 16 (Supplied)

Residents of Hpat Taw Yae told Myanmar Now that a column
of around 60 junta soldiers arrived in the village about two
hours after the clash and arrested more than 150 people.

While some 70 women were released the following day, all
of the men who were detained remain in custody and have been subjected to beatings, the
locals said.

They added that the regime forces had even arrested 14-year-old seventh graders and also set
fire to five houses in the village.

Residents of several neighbouring villages, including Thapoot Pin, Kyauk Oh, and Kantha, have
also reportedly been displaced since the arrival of the junta troops in Hpat Taw Yae.
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Natmauk Township is located east of the Ayeyarwady River, in an area that is mostly flat, open
land. Unlike the heavily wooded western side of the river, where most resistance groups in
Magway Region are based, it offers few natural hiding places.

The town is also famous as the birthplace of independence hero Aung San, who is also the
father of Myanmar’s ousted civilian leader, Aung San Suu Kyi.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/outgunned-resistance-forces-kill-four-police-in-
natmauk-village

Myanmar Troops Killed in Ambushes After Escorting Regime Boss’ Trip
By THE IRRAWADDY | 19 October 2022

Nine Myanmar junta personnel, including a major and two captains, were reportedly killed in
Belin Township, Mon State, on Monday when the ethnic Karen resistance forces ambushed a
convoy that escorted the visit of junta chief Min Aung Hlaing.

On Monday night, the Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA), the armed wing of the Karen
National Union, ambushed seven vehicles on a highway in Belin while they were returning to
Thaton from Mawlamyine after escorting the regime leader’s visit, according to the Salween
Press, quoting KNLA Brigade 1.

Resistance fighters from the KNLA during an operation. /
KNU

That morning the junta chief and other leaders visited
Mawlamyine after meeting business owners in neighboring
Hpa-an in Karen State.

4 The convoy was reportedly ambushed by resistance forces
using landmines and rocket-propelled grenades twice on the Yangon-Mawlamyine highway in
Belin.

Four vehicles were damaged and nine personnel killed, including Police Captain Aung Mya Soe,
an army major and a captain, KNLA Brigade 1 told the media.

The Irrawaddy was unable to independently confirm the casualties.

On Monday morning resistance forces from the Partnership Oversight Committee of KNLA
Brigade 1 raided two junta checkpoints on the Thaton-Hpa-an highway in Thaton Township,
Mon State, the committee said.

In the raids, eight regime soldiers were killed and 10 others injured, it said. Meanwhile, three
People’s Force attackers were injured.

Page 8 of 55


https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/outgunned-resistance-forces-kill-four-police-in-natmauk-village
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/outgunned-resistance-forces-kill-four-police-in-natmauk-village

The junta continues to suffer losses across the country.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-troops-killed-in-ambushes-after-
escorting-regime-boss-trip.html

Myanmar Junta Colonel Killed by Resistance Sniper in Karen State: Claim
By THE IRRAWADDY | 19 October 2022

A colonel in Myanmar junta’s 44th Light Infantry Division (LID) involved in operations on the
Falu-Waw Lay road in Myawaddy Township on the Thai border was killed on Wednesday
morning, according to the Karen National Union (KNU).

Colonel Win Min Oo was killed by a sniper in fighting at Nyaung Chaung village between Waw
Lay and Thay Baw Boe in Karen State.

The Irrawaddy could not independently verify the reports.

Since July frequent clashes have been reported between junta troops from the 44th LID and
13th Military Operations Command and the Karen National Liberation Army, the armed wing of
the KNU, and the Cobra Column resistance group. The regime is attempting to retake the Thay
Baw Boe camp, which it lost to the KNU.

The regime reportedly suffered heavy casualties in the clashes but failed to retake the camp.

On September 9, the Cobra Column seized two junta vehicles loaded with weapons and
ammunition from the Light Infantry Battalion 102 in Myawaddy. Following the seizure, 44th LID
commander Colonel Tin Moe Naing was summoned to Naypyitaw for interrogation and forced
to retire.

Hundreds of vehicles, including goods trucks, are trapped on the Asian Highway linking the
border town of Myawaddy and Kawkareik on Wednesday due to yesterday’s fighting.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-colonel-killed-by-resistance-sniper-
in-karen-state-claim.html

Lieutenant Colonel Among Over 50 Regime Forces Killed by Myanmar Resistance in Two Days
By THE IRRAWADDY | 19 October 2022

A military lieutenant colonel was among over 50 regime forces killed by People’s Defense Force
groups (PDFs) and ethnic armed organizations (EAOs) during their attacks and ambushes on
regime targets in the last two days.
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Incidents were reported in Chin, Shan and Kayah states and Sagaing, Magwe and Yangon
regions.

The Irrawaddy has rounded up the following reports of significant attacks and ambushes by
PDFs and EAOs.

Senior military strategist assassinated in northern Shan

Junta Lieutenant Colonel Pyae Phyoe Aung, the commander of Infantry Battalion 421, was
reportedly assassinated by unknown gunmen in the town of Muse in northern Shan State on
Tuesday, according to local media reports.

The battalion commander, also a chief strategist, was attacked by gunmen on a motorbike and
a vehicle while he was going to an automobile workshop.

On Oct. 6, the judge of Muse Township Court was also shot dead by gunmen in the town.
Junta forces attacked by KIA, PDF in Shan State

A fierce clash broke out in Manton Township, northern Shan State on Monday when the Kachin
Independence Army and allied PDF groups attacked regime forces near a village, according to
local media reports.

In seven hours of intense clashes, the military suffered a large number of casualties, media
reported quoting residents.

The spokesman of the KIA also confirmed the clash.
Junta office burned down in Chin State capital

The township office building, which comprised several regime-controlled government offices
including the township General Administration Department, was burned down in Chin State’s
capital Hakha at 2 a.m. Tuesday, Chin media outlets reported.

Before the fire, sounds of gunfire were heard from the office building.
Junta’s Special Investigation Department attacked in Sagaing

The resistance group Monywa Nat Soe claimed it attacked the office of the regime’s Special
Investigation Department in the town of Monywa, Sagaing Region, where the military’s North
Western Command is based, on Tuesday morning.

However, miliary casualties were unknown, the group told the media.
PDF video shows the office being attacked by PDF fighters from a moving vehicle.

20 soldiers killed by PDF land mines in Sagaing
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Improvised land mines used by PDFs to ambush regime
targets in Sagaing / Ko Nway Oo-Myaung

At least 20 regime troops were killed in Chaung-U Township,
Sagaing Region on Monday when several PDF groups used
land mines to ambush four military vehicles on the Sagaing-
Chaung-U road, claimed the Civil Defense and Security
Organization of Myaung (CDSOM), which was involved in the attack.

Three junta troops killed in PDF ambush in Sagaing

@ Resistance fighters of PDF-Kalay during an operation / PDF-
Kalay

Three junta soldiers were killed and another injured in Kale
Township, Sagaing Region when People’s Defense Force-
Kalay ambushed 70 soldiers and two military vehicles near a
bridge in the township at 6 a.m. early Monday morning.

The military detachment was traveling to Kale from a prison labor camp. The detachment faced
an additional mine ambush by the PDF group at 10 a.m. on that morning.

15 regime forces killed by mine ambushes in Sagaing
An improvised land mine of Special-9 HPDF / Special 9 HPDF

- At least 15 regime forces are believed to have been killed in
Tigyaing Township, Sagaing Region on Monday when the PDF
group Special 9-HPDF used land mines to attack a military
vehicle carrying 40 regime forces, the PDF group said.

The military vehicle and regime forces faced three mine
ambushes on a road while they were returning to the town.

The PDF group said they managed to ambush another junta
vehicle escorting an ambulance carrying soldiers killed or
injured by the PDF’s previous mine attacks.

Five regime forces seriously injured in Sagaing

The resistance force Peace Takers Task Force-PTTF claimed that it and another resistance group
managed to hit three military vehicles with mines on the Monywa-Chaung-U highway in
Sagaing Region using a cluster of three land mines on Monday.

In the attack, five regime solders were seriously injured, the PDF group claimed.

Junta sentry bunker of police station bombed in Yangon
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The Yangon Underground Association claimed one of its members, God’s Hand Forces (GHF),
managed to bomb the junta police sentry of Yankin Police Station in Yankin Township, Yangon
on Tuesday afternoon using two remote-controlled bombs.

Regime casualties were unknown.
Military base raided in Kayah State

Some military regime troops are believed to have been killed in Demoso Township, Kayah State
on Tuesday when ethnic Karenni resistance forces raided a military base at Thae Suu Lal Village,
said Karenni Revolution Union (KRU), which was involved in the attack.

Both sides used a number of heavy explosives in the firefight. However, the number of soldier
deaths was unknown. The combined resistance forces retreated from the clash without any
casualties, KRU said.

Six junta soldiers killed by PDF attacks in Magwe

Resistance fighters of Yesagyo-PDF during an operation /
Yesagyo-PDF

At least six junta forces were killed and many other
injured in Yesagyo Township, Magwe Region on Monday
morning when three PDF groups from Yesagyo, Myaing

b | ; and Salingyi Township in Sagaing Region jointly attacked
a military detachment departing from a village.

Two shootouts broke out between the regime forces and the combined PDF groups near Taung
Oo Village.

After the clashes, regime forces raided and burned houses in Taung Oo Village.

On that afternoon, PDF groups also used improvised mortar rounds to attack regime forces
torching houses in the village.

Eight regime forces killed in clashes in Magwe
PDF fighters of Yaw Defense Force / YDF

Eight junta troops were killed and two resistance fighters
also suffered injuries during two firefights in Gangaw
Township, Magwe Region on Monday when three
battalions of Yaw Defense Force-YDF attacked 150 regime
- S # forces of a light infantry battalion and pro-regime Pyu
Saw Htee m|I|t|a members in the township, said YDF on Tuesday.
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In the clashes, many junta soldiers and a woman resident of a village nearby were injured, the
PDF group said.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/lieutenant-colonel-among-over-50-
regime-forces-killed-by-myanmar-resistance-in-two-days.html

EAOs won’t accept military leader’s constitutional reform
By Thanlwintimes - October 19, 2022
: ey v The Ethnic Armed Organizations (EAOs) have said that
& the coup leader, General Min Aung Hlaing’s statement
' that some provisions of the 2008 Constitution will be

- amended is only for the military to remain in power and
is unacceptable.

‘ { W
WL L] R
ﬂl‘- 1 \ L'- 1 In his speech on the 7" anniversary of the signing of the
Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement (NCA) on October 15, the military leader said that he would
amend the constitution to implement the demands and wishes of the ethnic groups.

Furthermore, the coup leader stated that the military council will take a firm stance in carrying
out the peace process based on the NCA and the 2008 Constitution.

Comrade Salai Yaw Aung, a member of the central steering committee of the All Burma
Students’ Democratic Front (ABSDF), said the military leader’s statement was unacceptable and
it was no longer possible to build peace in the country because the 2008 constitution had
already been invalidated due to the coup.

However, the coup leader said that he was working in accordance with the constitution in
serving the country and invited the remaining organizations to sign the NCA to move towards
peace.

The Karenni National Progressive Party (KNPP)’s Secretary 1, Khu Daniel, also responded that he
does not trust or accept the regime that will give opportunities to the ethnic groups.

The KNU spokesperson, Padoh Saw Taw Nee, responded that the junta chief’s claim that he
would reform the constitution to address ethnic issues was merely lip service and that the
military council was the enemy of federalism and democracy. In addition to this, Saw Taw Nee
criticized that after the signing of the NCA in 2015, the military disrupted the peace process and
violated all the peace agreements.

U Than Soe Naing, a political analyst said, ” the military leader’s statement doesn’t make any
sense. All these are just the plans of Min Aung Hlaing’s group to prolong the life of the military
dictatorship, and that plan is not accepted by forces such as National Government Unity (NUG),
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People’s Defense Forces (PDF) and Ethnic Armed Organizations (EAQOs). Therefore, we can
neither walk the path of peace with that plan, nor solve the country’s problems”.

The military council has open front lines almost all over the country, and clashed with non-NCA
signatories and PDFs including EAOs on a daily basis.

The hard-hit military council promised to reform the 2008 constitution for the ethnic groups,
but the ethnic armed organizations did not accept it.

The Committee Representative Pyidaungsu Hluttaw (CRPH) declared the annulment of the 2008
Constitution, which was drafted to assure the junta’s prolonged power, on March 31 of the
previous year.

https://thanlwintimes.com/2022/10/19/eaos-wont-accept-military-leaders-constitutional-

reform/

Myanmar junta making preparations for sham elections

By Mizzima | 19 October 2022

Myanmar junta leader Min Aung Hlaing attends the
Eastern Economic Forum in Vladivostok on September 7,
2022. Photo: AFP

According to the campaign organisation Progressive
Voice, though junta leader Min Aung Hlaing has said that
elections will go ahead in August 2023, he needs to make
them undemocratic so that the USDP wins.

Progressive voice says that Min Aung Hlaing is already laying the groundwork to legitimize
power that he has been unable to establish through his bloody coup attempt, by consolidating
control of the military-established and military-run political party, the Union Solidarity and
Development Party (USDP).

Meanwhile, the National League for Democracy (NLD) Party leaders are imprisoned while
members and supporters are being abducted, tortured and dumped on the street.

Min Aung Hlaing is setting a path where he becomes President after a junta-run election that he
claims will take place in August 2023 — an election that the NLD has vowed to boycott.

No amount of political manoeuvring or sham elections by the junta will legitimize the violent
coup attempt and the atrocities that the military is committing against the Myanmar people. As
the National Unity Government’s (NUG’s) Acting President, Duwa Lashi La commented, the
country must go beyond opposing the 2023 election and expel the Myanmar military from
politics altogether.
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The USDP is the political party that was formed by, and serves as, a vehicle for the Myanmar
military to remain in power through the retired military personnel who are its representatives
and members of parliament, while the military itself already holds 25% of the seats in
parliament.

The rule that the military must hold 25% of the seats in parliament is part of the 2008 military-
drafted constitution that the junta is keeping. That 2008 constitution has already been declared
nulled and void by the Committee Representing Pyidaungsu Hluttaw — the body of elected
lawmakers from the 2020 election, and the NUG.

In the last two general elections in which the USDP competed against the widely popular NLD -
2015 and 2020 — it has lost miserably. Clearly, the USDP cannot win an election unless the NLD,
or any other popular party championing democracy, is either banished or boycotts the
elections.

Thus, while junta leader Min Aung Hlaing stated that elections will go ahead in August 2023, he
needs to ensure that the election itself is so undemocratic that the USDP can win. The coup
attempt, subsequent violence, and persecution of anyone connected to the NLD as a political
party, or members of its government, means that the only party that can effectively function in
a military-rigged election, is the military party itself, the USDP.

With the NLD already announcing its boycott, the junta and affiliated militia groups are
targeting NLD party members and supporters with extreme violence.

For example in Nyaung U Township in Mandalay Region, six NLD members or people affiliated
with the NLD have been killed in the past week. Three were taken by junta soldiers in the night,
with their dead bodies found with their throats cut on the side of the road. Three more were
abducted in the same township, and found dead the next day with their bodies stabbed and
beaten.

This is added to the five mutilated bodies found dead with the calling card of Thwe Thout
Group, or blood drinking group. Thwe Thout are a pro-military proxy group that target NLD
supporters and members specifically, torturing them and leaving them dead in public places in
order to instil fear in members of those who oppose the military’s murderous campaign of
violence.

Thwe Thout have killed at least 20 people as of early October. More broadly over 900 NLD
members have been arrested since the attempted coup, and at least 55 have been killed. Just
last week, 20 NLD members were sentenced for alleged crimes under the Counterterrorism
Law, with several sentences of over 20 years.

While arresting, torturing and killing members of the most popular political party is one method
of defeating the opposition, another way, according to Progressive Voice, that Min Aung Hlaing
is pursuing his own ambitions of power is to consolidate his control of the USDP.
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The USDP conference that was held this past week saw Min Aung Hlaing install a loyalist — the
former Chief of Police and brigadier general Khin Yi — as Party Chair. Two other positions will be
filled by recently retired lieutenant generals who are also Min Aung Hlaing loyalists.

This would put Min Aung Hlaing in prime position to take the role of Presidency if sham
elections were held, and the USDP were to claim it had won a majority in these elections. This is
because the USDP MPs would need to vote as a bloc in favor of Min Aung Hlaing as President.

These are not the only machinations aimed at ensuring the USDP will defeat any political
parties, as detailed in ALTSEAN-Burma’s, ‘Coup Watch, ‘newsletter. The changing of the
electoral system to proportional representation, as indicated by the junta’s Union Election
Commission, will dilute the power of the NLD, if it ever were to run in an election again.

Meanwhile, the armed group and ally of the Myanmar military, the Pa-O National Army, is
already collecting names for voter registration lists in two Pa-O populated townships in Shan
State, and pressuring people to vote for the USDP in the 2023 election. Additionally, the junta is
pressuring its own troops and staff to register their households in preparation for voting, with
financial penalties for those who don't.

Min Aung Hlaing and his junta are taking a multi-pronged approach in their attempt to
consolidate power through electoral means. It is of utmost importance that any elections that
take place under these circumstances must be regarded as illegitimate, rigged, and a tool to
serve a failed power grab by the military.

These are desperate attempts to establish a legitimacy that does not exist and they are not
fooling anyone in Myanmar as regards to what their purpose is.

Despite this, Min Aung Hlaing, through the persecution of the NLD, the changing of the
electoral system, and the consolidation of power through the military-proxy party, is seemingly
forcing through this sham process.

Perhaps his personal ambition to hold the position of President is motivating this manoeuvring.

Regardless, any junta-backed, junta-organised, and junta-implemented sham elections or
electoral processes must not be given diplomatic, technical, nor financial support by
international actor. Moves approved of by Myanmar civil society in the aftermath of the coup
attempt, as well as, more recently, by the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights
in Myanmar.

Progressive Voice says that, in contrast, the Spring Revolution in Myanmar is seeking to
establish a genuine federal democracy, where elections can be held free from any military
interference.

Until the military is dismantled, any elections must be regarded as a tool for Min Aung Hlaing to
legitimise a deeply illegitimate coup attempt.
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How Myanmar’s Junta Threw Six Foreigners Behind Bars
By THE IRRAWADDY | 19 October 2022

Myanmar’s military regime has arrested six foreigners since the military coup last year,
including a former British ambassador to the country. The six were arrested for having
connections to the ousted National League for Democracy (NLD) government or journalists
covering anti-regime protests, among others. Only three have been released while the rest
remain in junta jails. The following is a complete list of who they are, when and where they
were arrested, and for what.

Australian economist Sean Turnell

Australian economist Sean Turnell had worked as an economic advisor to Daw Aung San Suu
Kyi’s National League for Democracy (NLD) government since 2017. He was the first foreigner to
be detained after the coup because of his ties to the NLD government. He was arrested at a
hotel in Yangon, one week after Feb. 1 2021 coup.

A junta-controlled court in Naypyitaw Prison sentenced him to three years in prison on
September 29 for violating the Official Secrets Act and visa regulations.

Australia’s government rejected the ruling and called for Turnell to be immediately released.
The 58-year-old economist is currently being held in Insein Prison in Yangon. He pleaded not
guilty to charges against him at a court hearing on August 11 this year.

Polish photojournalist Robert Bociaga

Polish journalist Robert Bociaga was detained by junta security personnel while documenting
an anti-coup protest in Taunggyi in southern Shan State on March 11, 2021.

The 30-year-old was allegedly beaten during his arrest. He was charged under the Immigration
Act and fined 200,000 kyats. He was freed on March 22 after 11 days of detention at Taung Lay
Lone Prison in Taunggyi.

Japanese freelance journalist Yuki Kitazumi

Japanese freelance journalist Yuki Kitazumi was detained in Yangon on April 18, 2021. The 45-
year-old was charged on May 3 for spreading ‘fake news’, but released from Insein Prison on
May 14. He returned to Japan the same day.

He was also beaten up and briefly detained while covering an anti-coup protest in Yangon on
February 26. He was released the same day after around five hours in detention.

US journalist Danny Fenster
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American journalist Danny Fenster was detained on May 24 at Yangon International Airport on
his way back to the US.

The 37-year-old managing director of the Yangon-based Frontier Myanmar news magazine was
charged with incitement and breaking the Unlawful Association Act and Immigration Act, and
given 11 years in prison.

He was prosecuted partly because he worked for local media outlet Myanmar Now, whose
media license the regime had revoked after the coup. The judge refused to consider the fact
that he resigned from Myanmar Now on July 2020 and had since been working for Frontier
Myanmar.

He was released after more than five months of detention at Insein Prison, following former
New Mexico governor Bill Richardson’s intervention. He was deported on November 15 and
flew to the US.

Japanese documentary filmmaker Toru Kubota

Japanese documentary filmmaker Toru Kubota was arrested at an anti-coup protest on July 30,
2022. He was charged with incitement and violating the Immigration Act and Electronic
Transactions Law.

He was handed seven years in prison on October 5 for incitement and breaking the electronic
transactions law. On October 12, he was sentenced to another three years for violating the
immigration law.

The 26-year-old is the second Japanese journalist to be detained since the coup, and is
currently being held in Insein Prison.

Former British ambassador Vicky Bowman

Britain’s former ambassador to Myanmar Vicky Bowman, also known as Daw Ohmar Khin, and
her husband Ko Htein Lin, a renowned artist and former political prisoner, were detained on
August 24 this year at their house in Yangon.

The regime charged Bowman with breaking immigration laws by staying in a family home in
Shan State’s Kalaw rather than in her registered Yangon address after her husband failed to
report his wife’s stay in Shan State.

The couple was imprisoned for one year with hard labor on September 2 by a junta-controlled
court in Insein Prison.

Bowman served as Britain’s ambassador to Myanmar under the previous military regime
between 2002 and 2006. She was the first former diplomat to be detained after the coup.

The arrest came after the British government had downgraded its relationship with Myanmar’s
military regime.
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https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/how-myanmars-junta-threw-six-foreigners-behind-
bars.html

Myanmar’s Democrats Must Strive to Win Over China: Analyst
By THE IRRAWADDY | 19 October 2022

Ethnic armed organizations (EAOs) based in northern Myanmar, which are long under the
influence of neighboring China, are paying close attention to the Chinese Communist Party’s
(CCP) congress as changes in Beijing’s leadership and policies can impact them.

President Xi Jinping is due to be confirmed as president and CCP general secretary for a third
term and head of the powerful Central Military Commission.

The 20th national congress of the Chinese Communist
Party in Beijing runs until October 22.

China is a major investor in Myanmar and has important
projects as part of the Belt and Road Initiative that will give
it access to the Indian Ocean.

Xi visited Myanmar in 2020 and signed 33 memorandums
of understanding, agreements, exchange letters and
protocols with the then National League for Democracy

government.

During the visit Xi acknowledged that Myanmar was an important partner.

Following the coup last year, Beijing said it will support Myanmar’s regime “no matter how the
situation changes”. China and Russia are protecting the regime at the United Nations Security
Council.

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi said in April that Beijing “has always placed Myanmar in an
important position in its neighborly diplomacy” and wants to “deepen exchanges and
cooperation”.

Dr. Hla Kyaw Zaw

Political analyst on China Dr. Hla Kyaw Zaw recently talked to
1 The Irrawaddy about how the congress could impact Myanmar.

Will there be a change in China’s policy regarding Myanmar?

| don’t think there will be significant changes. China is looking at
the whole Asian continent for its economic recovery. Xi Jinping
has recently visited central Asian countries.
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And China is in the ASEAN Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership together with the 10
ASEAN countries. It plans to turn the entire Asia continent into its trade routes.

Myanmar is in the network and there won’t be significant policy changes.

As to the peace process in Myanmar, China is facilitating it as best it can. In the aftermath of the
coup, China sent an envoy and called for a meeting with Daw Aung San Suu Kyi.

China is pushing for dialogue to build peace. It appears that China also supports the peace talks
between the regime and EAOs based in northern Myanmar.

China tends to keep a low profile in what it does.
It might have been taking steps that we don’t see.

The Chinese authorities have reportedly told EAOs in northern Myanmar to make sure there is
no gunfire along the border during the congress. Is it true and why did China demand this?

It is nothing new. Since the Kokang incidents in 2015-17 [clashes between Myanmar’s military
and the Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army], when shells landed in its territory, China
has warned that it would respond if stray bullets and artillery landed in China’s territory.

It has repeatedly warned both the military and EAOs against fighting near the border.

The national security strategy rolled out by US President Joe Biden on October 12 seeks to
contain China’s rise and calls it the largest threat to the global order.

Will the CCP respond at its congress?

China will only view it as a seasonal US statement and Biden setting off fireworks to attract
voters for the mid-term elections in November. Republicans and Democrats may have different
views on other things but they both take aim at China.

Despite the war in Ukraine, the US plan says China is the main threat.
It is seasonal. They are just playing the China card to win votes. This is how Beijing views it.

Will there be more friction between Washington and Beijing and how could that affect
Myanmar?

There has been constant friction between China and the US. Economically, the US cannot shun
China. Their economies are intertwined and there are many US companies in China.

Chinese analysts think relations between US and China will somewhat improve after the mid-
term elections.

The US is playing the Taiwan card. But China apparently is not concerned much.
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China believes it can threaten Taiwan a lot with its air force and navy. As long as Taiwan does
not declare independence, China will not attack and it will keep the status quo.

Will China change its policy on Taiwan? Will it use force?

The general policy of China regarding Taiwan is the peaceful reunification of the Chinese
people. China said it will consider various means, including the use of force, for reunification.

Some pro-independence groups are taking action with the help of certain countries.

China is unlikely to do anything unless Taiwan declares independence. But China has made
preparations to take control of Taiwan by force if it declares independence.

How can revolutionary forces in Myanmar succeed without being stuck between China and
the US?

It is a good opportunity for our revolution. But don’t oppose China by placing all the reliance on
the US. Don’t expect anything from China and don’t curse the US with the hope of receiving
help from China.

We have to take whatever we can get from the US. The US politically supports us.

And Myanmar’s ambassador [to United Nations] can speak freely from the US and we have to
make use of it.

On the other hand, China has close ties with EAOs in Myanmar, including the United Wa State
Army, Mongla (National Democratic Alliance Army), Kokang (Myanmar National Democratic
Alliance Army) and the Arakan Army.

We need to attract those forces into our revolution. It is important to attract all the ethnic
armed groups into the revolution. And we should avoid being fiercely critical of China. We
should be as flexible as we can be in dealing with China and persuade it.

We should take the cue from Indonesia regarding our diplomacy. Indonesia attended the Nato
summit organized by the US and after it went to China and invited it to attend the G20 summit
[in Bali next month]. And it also told China what it discussed at the Nato summit.

We must learn how to act between big powers. It is not good for us to take sides with one
country and make another an enemy.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/in-person/interview/myanmars-democrats-must-strive-to-win-
over-china-analyst.html
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