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Jailed Myanmar Protest Leader Faces Possible Death Sentence
By THE IRRAWADDY | 14 September 2022

Ko Wai Moe Naing at an anti-regime protest in
Monywa.

Myanmar’s junta added a charge that carries a death
sentence against jailed protest leader Ko Wai Moe
Naing for his role in the protest movement against
military rule.

The 27-year-old pro-democracy activist has been held
in Monywa Prison, Sagaing Region, since his arrest in

April last year during an anti-regime rally. He has already faced several charges and was given a

10-year sentence in five incitement cases last month.

On August 26 the junta filed a fresh case against him under Article 122 of the Penal Code for
leading protests in Monywa and for affiliating with the Committee Representing Pyidaungsu
Hluttaw of deposed lawmakers, which the junta has declared an unlawful organization, his
mother told The Irrawaddy.

Article 122 enforces a death sentence or life in prison for high treason.

Ko Wai Moe Naing defended himself in court as neither of his lawyers was able to attend court.
One lawyer was detained and the other has been in hiding for over a month after the junta
issued an arrest warrant.

He also faces charges of murder, wrongful confinement, defamation and under the Natural
Disaster Management Law.

A hearing for the latest charge is scheduled for September 22.

The regime, which has killed at least 2,273 people since the February 2021 coup, has used the
death penalty to intimidate opponents as it struggles to control the country.

It carried out Myanmar’s first execution in nearly four decades in July by hanging four
detainees, including veteran democracy activist Ko Jimmy and Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw, a former
National League for Democracy lawmaker, who were sentenced to death in January.

The other two victims were Ko Hla Myo Aung and Ko Aung Thura Zaw, who were accused of
murdering a woman they believed to be a junta informant.

Many other political prisoners now face death sentences issued by junta courts.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/jailed-myanmar-protest-leader-faces-possible-
death-sentence.html
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Details of six out of over 73 deaths in custody

By Mizzima |

Soldiers stand guard as they block a road near a prison
in Naypyidaw on February 15, 2021, after the military
seized power in a coup. Photo: AFP

Following yesterday’s story about Human Rights Watch
(HRW) investigation into deaths in custody here are the
details the organisation gathered about the deaths of
six men whilst in custody.

The Thailand-based Assistance Association for Political Prisoners estimates that at least 73
people have died in police or military custody in police stations, military interrogation centers,
and prisons since the coup in February 2021.

As Manny Maung, the Myanmar researcher at Human Rights Watch said: “The six deaths
Human Rights Watch documented are just the tip of the iceberg of suffering and torture of
those detained by Myanmar’s military and police.”

The following case histories are based on remote interviews with family members of the victims
and witnesses and other sources of information. In all but one of the cases, witnesses said they
were afraid to be named due to fear of reprisals from the Myanmar military or police.

The six men were all political activists or vocal opponents of the military junta in Yangon,
Mandalay, and Sagaing Regions. Khin Maung Latt, 58, Zaw Myat Lynn, 46, and Than Tun QOo, 48,
were NLD members apparently arrested for their political affiliation. Khet Thi, 43, Tin Maung
Myint, 52, and Kyaw Swe Nyein, 55, joined or led protest movements after the coup. Five died
within 24 hours of being arrested and interrogated, while Kyaw Swe Nyein, died two months
after his arrest.

Myanmar police and soldiers arrested five of the six victims during night raids; they arrested the
sixth, Than Tun Oo, in Mandalay during the day. In all but one of the cases, the arrests were
carried out during joint military-police operations.

Photographs of five of the victims show physical marks on their bodies or heads that indicate
torture. There are no photographs of Than Tun Oo’s body since junta authorities said he was
cremated soon after he died.

Kyaw Swe Nyein, Nyaung-U town, Mandalay Region
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Plainclothes policemen and a military intelligence unit arrested Kyaw Swe Nyein, 55, at his
home in Mandalay Region on January 30, 2022, after he joined protests in Nyaung-U, Mandalay
Region.

The authorities accused Kyaw Swe Nyein of spreading “fake news” and sharing a Facebook post
supporting anti-coup protests. A closed court in March sentenced him to six months in prison
for incitement under section 505A of the penal code. This section, amended by the junta
shortly after the coup, makes it a criminal offense to make comments that “cause fear” and
spread “false news,” and is punishable by up to three years in prison.

On March 9, Kyaw Swe Nyein sounded well when he spoke to his family on a mobile phone
borrowed from one of the prison guards at Nyaung-U prison. However, he told a family
member that he had been badly beaten at the Myingyan interrogation center, where he was
held for the first 10 days. He told his family that he had experienced some dizziness as a result.
On March 11, prison authorities informed Kyaw Swe Nyein’s wife that he had died that evening
after complaining of dizziness. Doctors at Nyaung-U hospital, where his body was taken, told
relatives that he had died of heart failure.

The family did not receive a death certificate or an autopsy report, even though authorities
conducted an autopsy. A family member said a police official told the family to sign a blank
document acknowledging they were informed of Kyaw Swe Nyein’s death.

A family member said: “l was so distressed. | just signed the document, but | don’t know what it
was, and | don’t have a copy.... If he died from natural causes, then | could forgive myself [that
he died in prison] but now, it’s the unknown that is unsettling. Of course, it’s very difficult for us
to accept his death with so few answers but we can’t do anything about it now.”

After reviewing images of Kyaw Swe Nyein at his funeral, Dr. Haar said a photograph showed
evidence of trauma to the head from bruising around the eyes and ears.

Than Tun Oo, Mandalay town, Mandalay Region

On September 26, 2021, at about 3:30 p.m., soldiers and police arrested Than Tun Oo, 48, a
former political prisoner and activist, at his home in Mandalay and took him to the No. 7 Area
Police Station. Neighbors and family members watched as security forces beat him with his
hands tied behind his back and then shot him in the legs, supposedly for being slow to respond
to orders. A witness said:

There were around 50 to100 soldiers and police with army trucks and private cars. Some
soldiers were from the LID [Light Infantry Division] 33 command and there were police from the
local station here in Mandalay.... They told [Than Tun Oo] to kneel but he weighed 400 pounds,
so they shot him in his leg to make him kneel.

The witness said the next day, September 27, police and military officials told Than Tun Oo’s
family that he had died in the police station from heart failure. The authorities did not give the
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family a medical certificate, a witness said, but security forces made family members sign a
document acknowledging they had been informed of Than Tun O0’s death.

The family said Than Tun Oo was in good health prior to his arrest. When the family demanded
his body, junta authorities said they had cremated the body immediately because Than Tun Oo
had tested positive for Covid-19 while in custody.

A family member said: “Everyone has dreams, so did [Than Tun Oo]. He was interested in art
and loved writing. Many people liked him. | could endure the pain of loss if he died while
fighting against the [junta]. But he died during interrogation where they have the power to do
whatever they wanted. It is painful to accept that he died in this way.”

Khet Thi, Shwebo city, Sagaing Region

Khet Thi, 43, a popular poet known for his sharp political wit, took on a leadership role
opposing the military coup. He organized protests and spoke at rallies to encourage dissent
against the military. His poetry became part of his resistance to military rule. “They shoot in the
head, but they don't know that revolution is in the heart,” he wrote.

On May 8, 2021, about 40 soldiers and police arrested Khet Thi at his home in the city of
Shwebo, Sagaing Region, and accused him of leading a plan to lay landmines targeting the
security forces. Junta authorities also arrested Khet Thi’s wife, Chaw Suu, and her brother-in-
law, Aye Pyo, for allegedly helping to plan the attack.

A witness said that police handcuffed all three, then took them in a police vehicle to Myo Ma,
the main police station in Shwebo, where they were separated into male and female cellblocks
for interrogation.

After hours of interrogation overnight, Chaw Suu and her brother-in-law were released on the
morning of May 9. A police officer informed Chaw Suu that her husband had been taken to
Monywa General Hospital, almost 90 kilometers from Myo Ma police station.

Sources familiar with the case said that Chaw Suu thought her husband was ill and asked the
head of the police station to take her to the hospital so she could care for him. The officer in
charge then told her that Khet Thi was dead.

On May 9, at about 2 p.m., junta officials at Monywa hospital told Khet Thi’s family that he had
died of a heart attack. However, family members deny that he had any heart problems, and say
he was in good health apart from poor eyesight. A source said hospital staff pressured the
family to have the body cremated at the hospital the same day. Fearing junta officials would
force them to immediately cremate Khet Thi, the family took his body to prepare for burial the
next day.

Junta officials failed to provide the family a medical certificate or autopsy report, and there was
no investigation into his death.
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A family member said: “We rushed back to another township with his body because we were
afraid that they would take the body back.... When we went to prepare the body, his head
moved slightly and that’s when blood came out of his head. They had performed an autopsy on
his head and there was a wound but there were also two bruises on the right side of his face
and black marks on his nose. He had square shaped burn marks on his thighs. We didn’t check
his back because we were afraid the sutures from the autopsy might burst open.”

Khet Thi was buried on May 10, 2021, less than 48 hours after his arrest.

Dr. Haar, the emergency physician, said that images of Khet Thi taken after his death showed
likely head trauma.

Zaw Myat Lynn, Shwe Pyi Thar township, Yangon

Zaw Myat Lynn, 46, was a former NLD member who ran a vocational education school named
after Aung San Suu Kyi in Yangon’s Shwe Pyi Thar township. He and his family lived with the
students.

On March 9, 2021, at about 1 a.m., police and soldiers arrived at the school, appearing to target
Zaw Myat Lynn for arrest due to pro-democracy posts on his Facebook account. He ran and
jumped over a fence but was surrounded by police and soldiers who took him into a military
vehicle.

A teacher said: “I heard from students around 2 a.m. on March 9, 2021. [They told me] about
40 police and soldiers were at the Suu Vocational School. Some students were arrested first
when military forces came in from the front door. Zaw Myat Lynn jumped over the fence and
cleared it, but the building was surrounded, and he was arrested. Neighbors from next door
also told me they heard Zaw Myat Lynn say, “Don’t shoot, I'll surrender and come with you.” He
didn’t get any injury from jumping over that fence.”

Zaw Myat Lynn’s family was told the next day to come and identify his corpse.

Dr. Haar, who reviewed 12 photographs and 2 videos of Zaw Myat Lynn’s body, said visible
injuries suggested scalding liquid was poured onto his face.

After examining similar photographs, The Guardian newspaper concluded that the nature of
Zaw Myat Lynn’s injuries were consistent with torture: “It appears that boiling water or a
chemical solution had been poured into his mouth. The tongue was melted, his teeth missing.
Facial skin was peeling off. The body had been wrapped up to conceal further traumatic
injuries.”

A source close to the family said that junta officials told Zaw Myat Lynn’s family that he had
died from heart failure. The officials failed to provide the family with a medical certificate or
autopsy report.

Tin Maung Myint, Yin Mar Bin township, Sagaing Region
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On April 4, 2021, soldiers arrested Tin Maung Myint, 52, during a raid on his village in Yin Mar
Bin township, Sagaing Region. He was a farmer and village leader who had joined the
opposition to the junta. Witnesses said that soldiers arrested Tin Maung Myint around 4 a.m.
along with seven others who were keeping watch on the military column that was preparing to
raid their village.

Tin Maung Myint’s body, along with that of another villager who was arrested with him, turned
up the next day about 2 p.m. at the Monywa General Hospital, bearing marks of torture. A
witness who viewed the body said:

| saw bruises and swollen marks all over his and the other victim’s face. They were in pretty bad
shape. We only checked their faces, not their whole bodies. It was unsettling to get close to
their bodies. | didn’t want to look that closely, so | don’t know about marks on their bodies, but
their faces were so black and blue.

One photograph posted on social media of Tin Maung Myint’s body shows numerous wounds.
Dr. Haar, who reviewed the photograph, said she observed massive trauma consistent with skin
tears and avulsions — or forcible tearing — on his shoulders that looked like burns. Bruises are
visible on the face, as is a deep gash on the forehead. She said it was unclear which injury was
the cause of death.

Junta authorities failed to provide a death certificate to the family or explain how Tin Maung
Myint had died. Hospital staff who found the bodies told the families the men were already
dead when they were discovered dumped at the hospital.

Khin Maung Latt, Pabedan township, Yangon

On March 6, 2021, soldiers and police arrived at the home of Khin Maung Latt, 58, a ward
chairman and NLD member, in Pabedan township, Yangon. Witnesses said that after forcibly
entering his home, security forces beat and kicked Khin Maung Latt in front of his family, then
took him away at gunpoint. His family was notified the next morning that he had died of heart
failure, and they retrieved his body at 8 a.m.

A friend of Khin Maung Latt’s who attended his funeral on March 7 said that his legs looked
broken, his white funeral shroud was covered in blood, and that his face appeared blue and
swollen. The friend said:

When | arrived at Ye Way cemetery, Khin Maung Latt’s body was already being prepared in the
morgue, in the Muslim tradition. But we’d instructed our contacts who washed the body to
take photos as soon as they’d stripped him. The water ran with blood and his body was marked
as if he was badly beaten.... There was blood coming out of his ears and bruises all over his
body; his legs looked damaged, broken. The person washing the body had put gauze in the ear
and up his nose, but it was still dripping.... The white cloth was no longer white, it was stained
red and rust-colored.
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He said that the authorities appeared to have carried out an autopsy:

They said he died from a heart attack, but they had performed an autopsy on his body and on
his head. The head was cut open, as if they’d taken one side and pulled it back like a flap. But
why did they do this? There was no explanation given.... You could see the stitches on his head
and on his body and the stitches were still oozing. No matter how we washed the stitches, they
kept oozing and his blood was still warm. There were blue and brown marks around his eyes
and his body, marks everywhere.

A member of the Muslim community who helped to prepare Khin Maung Latt’s body for a
Muslim burial said there were deep wounds on his back and hands consistent with torture.

Dr. Haar, who reviewed nine photographs and one video of Khin Maung Latt’s body, observed
unskilled, haphazard suturing of the autopsy wounds on the head and chest: “The sutures are
very unusual and not in line with medical best practice. By even conducting the autopsy under
such unusual circumstances, may also suggest medical complicity to the acts of torture that
clearly occurred to the individual.”

Khin Maung Latt’s body was cremated at the Ye Way cemetery on March 7, less than 24 hours
after his arrest. The friend said officials failed to provide the family with a medical certificate or
autopsy report.

https://mizzima.com/article/details-six-out-over-73-deaths-custody

Defence forces help escaped prisoners flee to liberated area

By Mizzima |

Local defence forces helped three political prisoners and
two revolutionary fighters who had escaped from
Pakokku District Prison by taking them to a liberated
area.

According to a statement by Young Force (UG), one of the
groups that helped the escaped prisoners flee said that
the prisoners, who were being held at the prison in
Magwe Region’s Pakokku Township, escaped from the prison on 10 September.

The statement only confirmed that the five prisoners are now safe in a liberated area. It did not
give any details about how they had escaped or been transported.

The statement thanked all the defence force groups involved in helping the prisoners and said
some of the groups involved were the Pakokku Township People's Defense Force, the Young
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Force (UG), Pakokku Urban Guerrilla Force 2, the Pakokku Rangers, the Revolution Support
Organisation (Pakokku).

https://mizzima.com/article/defence-forces-help-escaped-prisoners-flee-liberated-area

More than 18,000 residents flee township in Myanmar’s Bago region

Residents of 61 villages have left their homes due to junta airstrikes, according to the KNU.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.09.14

Former residents of Mone township who fled the
,"" fighting in a photograph taken on September 13. Karen
National Union

The number of people fleeing fighting between junta
forces and the Karen National Union (KNU) in Bago
region’s Mone township is nearing 20,000, according
to the KNU.

The group’s Brigade 3 controls part of the township in Nyaunglebin district.

Some 18,669 locals from 3,236 households in 61 villages left their homes after junta
airstrikes, according to a KNU statement, released Tuesday.

A woman, who declined to be named for safety reasons, said she wanted to return to her
home, which she left almost four months ago.

“l had to flee in the last week of May, and was living in neighboring villages,” she said.

“The fighting erupted again where | had taken shelter and | ran into the forest. | want to go
back to my home and | want the military dictatorship to end as soon as possible.”

The woman said no one dared to stay in the village after the junta’s airstrikes.

RFA’s calls to Bago region's State Administration Council spokesman Saw Khin Maung Myint
went unanswered on Wednesday.

Kayin (Karen) State lies directly to the east of Bago region, with the KNU controlling parts of
both areas, leading to fighting spilling over the border as junta forces try to regain control.

Kayin has seen the highest number of battles between junta forces and pro-democracy
groups since the Feb. 2021 coup and July this year, according to an Institute of Strategy and
Policy (ISP-Myanmar) report on August 29. It said junta forces and the affiliated Border
Guard Force fought 3,993 battles against the KNU, Karen National Liberation Army and
People’s Defense Forces.
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Nearly 90,000 residents of Kayin State have become Internally Displaced Persons since the
coup, according to a United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs
report on September 5.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/residents-flee-township-in-bago-region-
09142022061905.html

Myanmar junta forces torch KIA base in Hpakant Township

The attack on the abandoned base near the village of Shaduzup triggered a full day of fighting
on Monday, according to locals

Nyein Swe | Published on Sep 14, 2022
KIA troops at the group’s headquarters in Laiza in 2011

Myanmar army troops and members of a pro-junta militia
destroyed a base and an administrative office operated by
the Kachin Independence Army (KIA) in Kachin State’s

Hpakant Township on Monday, according to local sources.

‘ : Although the KIA had abandoned its Wakha base, located
about 6km west of the village of Shaduzup, two days earlier, residents of the area said they
heard heavy fighting through the day.

Locals said that tensions had begun to build up on Sunday, as some 300 junta troops were
deployed near Shaduzup as part of a push to drive out troops from the KIA’s Battalion 14, under
Brigade 2, stationed in the area.

Clashes began at around 11am the next day, when the junta troops, together with members of
a militia based in Shaduzup, began their attack on the Wakha base.

According to local residents, the military used both heavy artillery and airstrikes to repel the KIA
forces.

“It wasn’t until the fighter jets arrived that we realised that the fighting had started. They came
again at around 2pm. It’s so noisy right now,” said one Shaduzup villager.

Another resident of the village told Myanmar Now that the regime forces returned to Shaduzup
at around 8pm, after setting fire to a KIA regional administration office.

“They torched the office, but it wasn’t a permanent one. They would just come and work there
for a while and then go back,” he said.

There were no reported casualties from the fighting and no further clashes on Tuesday,
residents said.
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In July, junta soldiers from Infantry Battalion 297, which carried out Monday’s
assault, attacked a KIA base in neighbouring Tanai Township, killing two KIA soldiers.

The KIA’s information officer, Col Naw Bu, was not available for comment on the latest attack
when contacted by Myanmar Now.

The KIA is one of several ethnic armed groups in Myanmar that have condemned the military’s
overthrow last year of the country’s elected civilian government.

Gen N’Ban La, the chair of the KIA’s political wing, the Kachin Independence Organisation, has
called for cooperation with resistance forces seeking to end military rule.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-junta-forces-torch-kia-base-in-hpakant-
township

Regime Captures KIA Camp On Lido Road

14th September 2022

Regime Captures KIA Camp On Lido Road

Junta forces captured the Kachin Independence
Army (KIA) camp outside Jahtu Zup village after
bombarding it with air strikes and sending
hundreds of troops. However, the Kachin
soldiers knew that an attack on their camp on
% : 5 the Lido Road in Hpakant Township was
imminent and had abandoned it several days earlier.

One local told the KNG that he witnessed three fighter jets attacking the camp at around 11am
on Monday 12 September.

“We could see huge plumes of smoke from afar.” After that, about 300 BA and ground troops of
the People’s Militia arrived to destroy the KIA’s Wa Hka camp in Kachin State.

According to reports, the fighting continued until 2pm, with Infantry Battalion 297 firing
artillery at the KIA soldiers from Jahtu Zup, which is about six miles from the camp.

The junta is likely to continue its attack on KIA Brigade 2 (Battalion 14) after capturing its camp,
the source said. Sporadic fighting has been taking place in the area for three months.

https://kachinnews.com/2022/09/14/regime-captures-kia-camp-on-lido-road/
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‘They burned him alive’ — Residents describe the military raid that destroyed a Hpakant
Township village

Dozens of people are missing and presumed dead after a junta siege on the village of Sezin
forces thousands of civilians to seek refuge in northern and central Myanmar

Nyein Swe | Published on Sep 14, 2022
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The surviving residents of Sezin remember August 9
as the last night in their homes.

By 2am, they describe their village as being
engulfed in flames, bullets and screams.

It was at that time that they said soldiers from both
the Myanmar army and the Shanni Nationalities
Army (SNA) arrived in the community, located in
Kachin State’s Hpakant Township, carrying bottles
of petrol and shouting at residents to submit to the junta forces.

“They told us to come outside and lie flat on our stomachs on the ground,” 40-year-old Myo
Win of Sezin’s first ward told Myanmar Now. “They asked if we were involved with any armed
groups. When we told them we were just civilians, they started burning our homes.”

The raid followed a day-long clash between the Kachin Independence Army (KIA) and the joint
forces of the SNA and military—an alliance which the SNA denies. The KIA, which

had seized both junta and SNA outposts in the village one day earlier, was outgunned and
forced to withdraw.

Regime forces closed in on Sezin in the hours that followed, laying siege to the community.

As troops set fire to the village’s 700 households, they reportedly shot people who tried to
escape, killing an unconfirmed number of civilians. Locals speculate there may have been at
least 40 casualties, as multiple residents who went missing that day were still unaccounted for
at the time of reporting.

Sezin village pictured after the military raid on
August 9 (Supplied)

With around 400 others, Myo Win ran with his
family to seek refuge in Sassanapala, Sezin’s
Buddhist monastery, passing the bodies of their
neighbours as they fled across the village.
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“We saw at least six dead bodies on our way. Two of them had been shot in the legs and had
bled out,” he said.

Another Sezin local told Myanmar Now that he saw soldiers dragging the bodies of civilians who
had been killed into burning homes to “get rid of them,” and shooting people as they ran out of
buildings that had been set ablaze.

Escalation of tension

Located around 40 miles southwest of Hpakant’s administrative centre and on the border with
Sagaing’s Homalin Township, Sezin is a hub for domestic migrants from both neighbouring
Sagaing and Magway regions seeking work in the area’s jade and gold mines.

The village, known for a large number of bars, massage parlours, and karaoke venues
disproportionate to its small size, descended into conflict in June.

Forces from the SNA—an ethnic Shanni armed group—reportedly entered Sezin on June 28,
carrying out searches of homes. The move ignited tension with the KIA, which is active in much
of Hpakant Township.

Members of the SNA (SNA)

A series of clashes broke out on July 16 between the
KIA and regime troops after locals said Kachin forces
intercepted and surrounded a military column
around one mile outside of Sezin. The junta
launched multiple airstrikes in order to create an
escape route for the trapped soldiers, according to
residents of the area.

In the days that followed, locals told Myanmar Now that they saw troops belonging to the SNA
joining Myanmar army units in battle. SNA spokesperson Col Sai Aung Mein rejected the
allegation that they were allied with the junta’s forces, but confirmed that they had clashed
with the KIA, who he said had “trespassed” into the Shanni army’s territory.

On the day of the arson attack on Sezin, the KIA had attempted to overrun the junta police
station in the village but military airstrikes, heavy artillery fire, and the arrival of reinforcement
troops prevented them from capturing the site.

The regime forces that drove them out did not spare the village.
Arson and murder

At least three of the Sezin residents trapped in houses torched that night were elderly people
who were unable to walk and therefore flee, locals said. Among them were two women in
Wards 4 and 5, whose names were not known at the time of reporting.
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A third was 79-year-old Maung Ko who lived next to Myo Win in Ward 1.

“They burned him alive as he was unable to leave the house because he was a parapalegic,”
Myo Win said. “They poured petrol on him and burned him along with the house.”

He added that another villager, Nga Mu, age 30, was killed after he pleaded with the soldiers to
stop the arson.

“l heard that he was forced to get on his knees and he was shot when he tried to run,” Myo Win
explained.

Civilians killed during the August 9 military raid on Sezin

Name Sex

Unidentified Boy
Su Su Naing
Unidentified Woman
Phoe Pein

Maung Thein Htay
Kyaw Kyaw Naing
Ma Swe

Thein Zaw

Maung Aik

Win Aung

Kyaw Shi

M
E

F

M
M
M
F

M
M
M
M
M

Maung Ko

Civilians who went missing following the August 9 military raid
on Sezin

Name
Kyaw Khine
Zin Po

U Chin

Aik Htay
Myint Oo

25
26
30
32
32
49
80

Khin Maung Aye
U Chu

E<i| FE< eS| P | s FE< S| P E=

Ba Yan Shaung Unknown

The list of people killed and those who missing during the raid on August 9 (Myanmar Now)

While both eyewitnesses and local media outlets have reported that the SNA participated in the
military’s assault on Sezin, its spokesperson Sai Aung Mein denied his group’s involvement.
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“Everyone knows and everyone saw that it was the KIA and PDF that torched the village,” he
told Myanmar Now, referring to the People’s Defence Force, an anti-junta guerrilla group that
formed in the aftermath of the February 2021 coup.

“Many people know the truth,” he added.

He repeated the claim that the KIA had attacked the SNA’s front line across the regional border
in Homalin Township, which caused the clashes earlier this month.

“We have not been collaborating with the junta but our base was attacked by the KIA and we
fired back at them. That was all,” the spokesperson said.

Myanmar Now was unable to obtain comment from KIA information officer Col Naw Bu
regarding the incidents in Sezin.

The junta has released no information on its own actions in the region.
‘A loss for words’

Dr Kyaw Myo Zin, from Sagaing’s Ye-U Township, was among the many healthcare workers
nationwide who left his job and joined the Civil Disobedience Movement after last year’s coup.
He and his wife, whose name was not confirmed at the time of reporting, had moved to Sezin in
recent months in order to open a clinic.

While the doctor survived the August 9 raid on the village, his wife did not. Locals said she died
of a gunshot wound to the head, fired by a junta soldier.

Kyaw Myo Zin fled, and was found the following day by other displaced residents, reportedly in
severe mental distress.

Local Myo Win was among those who located the doctor near Hao Pa and Ta Ma Khan villages,
some 20 miles away, where most of Sezin’s residents initially sought refuge on August 10.

“[The couple] hadn’t been here for very long and this attack happened when we thought we
were at peace. That suddenness might have been what broke him,” he said, adding that the
doctor’s whereabouts were no longer known.

A house in Sezin village pictured after the raid on
B August 9 (Supplied)

Naing Naing Win, a 44-year-old vegetable seller from
.| Sezin, was among those who survived the nighttime
raid on August 9 and planned to reach Ta Ma Khan
with her family the next day.

She received a phone call from a friend telling her
that the head monk at the Sassanapala monastery
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might be able to help them relocate to the neighbouring village. At 6:30pm on August 10, she
and her husband, 33-year-old carpenter Pho Pain, sent their daughters, aged 12 and four, to the
site by motorcycle.

The parents followed later, after Pho Pain insisted that he go back to the house to bring his
older daughter’s bicycle with them.

As they approached the monastery, a bullet whizzed past Naing Naing Win's ear, hitting Pho
Pain in the head. He was killed instantly, she said.

“I am at a loss for words. We survived the aerial bombings but he died right when we were
arriving at the monastery,” Naing Naing Win said. “I feel so helpless, because now | have no one
to depend on to support our two daughters.”

She managed to retrieve Pho Pain’s body the following day. He was cremated, his ashes
scattered in the Uru stream which runs past Sezin.

At the time of reporting, she and her daughters were staying at the home of her late husband’s
relatives.

Within days, even the villages of Ta Ma Khan and Hao Pa proved to be unsafe for Sezin’s 2,000
displaced civilians, who slept in the communities’ schools and monasteries and relied on food
donations from locals.

On August 12, troops at the military base near Ta Ma Khan began firing heavy artillery into the
area. Sezin’s residents fled again, this time to the towns of Myitkyina, Hpakant, Mohnyin and
Hopin in Kachin State, with some travelling as far as Mandalay, and to Sagaing and Magway.

With most of Sezin’s residences destroyed, the journey back home is not guaranteed.

“l don’t think words can do justice to the type of fear we felt that day,” a man from the village
said of the raid that forced him into displacement. “We barely survived.”

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/they-burned-him-alive-residents-describe-the-
military-raid-that-destroyed-a-hpakant-township

ARAKAN ARMY’S CONFEDERACY ASPIRATIONS: Bamar’s hardship is Arakanese opportunity
By Sai Wansai - September 14, 2022

With the escalation of armed conflict in Arakan State, now spreading to the whole state not to
mention the fierce fighting in the adjacent Chin State of Paletwa, between the United League of
Arakan/Arakan Army (ULA/AA) and junta’s army known as Tatmadaw, the Burmese saying of
pre-independence period, “Ingaleik Ah Khet Bamar Ah Chet” catch word becomes the real
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motivation, which may be translated as, ‘English hardship is an opportunity for the Bamar’ for
the Arakan main revolutionary movement represented by the AA.

Of course, one needs to paraphrase it with “Bamar” in the beginning and “Arakanese” at the
end to be in tune with the Arakan situation.

Following the renewed armed conflict after the respite of two years unofficial ceasefire
between the junta and AA, the latter’s leadership has become more vocal in airing their political
aspirations of total independence or confederation,
rather than the usual federal union echoed by the
non-Bamar ethnic nationalities and Bamar democrats
alike.

Maj. gen. Twan Mrat Naing commander in chief of
the Arakan Army. Photo: Frontier Myanmar

AA spokesman Khaing Thuka

Regarding the ULA/AA’s political goal-setting and the
prevailing political situation, AA spokesman Khaing Thuka, who spelled out his organization’s
position, can clearly be seen in an interview with Myanmar Now on September 2.

Recent AA war with the junta

On inquiry of the renewed fierce fighting between the AA and the junta’s army, he explained
the situation as below:

“The military situation is that battles are raging continuously. Especially in Maungdaw
Township. The occurrences is also in Rathetaung Township. Another place is in Paletwa
Township (in Chin State). Raging fierce battles are in Paletwa and Maungdaw townships.”

“Fierce battle took place at Milestone 40 near Arakan-Bangladesh border in which our troops
finally captured the strongly fortified junta’s garrison camp on August 31, in the morning at
9:12 a. m. In this encounter the 19 enemies were killed and a lot of weapons, ammunition and
heavy artillery pieces were captured.”

“One seriously wounded was also captured. In addition many buried corpses that seems to
have been killed during the fierce battle were found buried. They are junta soldiers’ corpses.”

He said the battle started on August 2 and ended on August 31 when the garrison was
captured. The junta used heavy artillery with massive bombardment, with a daily average of
some 300 to 400 heavy artillery poundings, including helicopter gunship and jet fighter strafing.

“Our troops have managed to capture the garrison under heavy guns’ bombardment and air
force strafing heavy pressure,” explained the AA spokesman.

On Spring Revolution
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On question of AA lack of involvement of Spring Revolution after the military coup last year
February he said: “This is just general criticism and blaming if one doesn’t know the in-depth
situation of the AA. We can understand this. Because we are an organization doing what we
have to do. We are standing steadfastly and correctly for the people (of Arakan). In the same
vein, we consider all organizations fighting for the oppressed people as friends and will
cooperate as much as we can. We have this kind of optimistic view.”

Arakan Army troops. Photo: RFA

“Some blame us for not participating in Spring
Revolution for example. The ULA/AA is engaged in
running battles with the Myanmar army for three
years prior to the Spring Revolution. Both sides
suffered heavy casualties in these armed
engagement. | have to say that ULA/AA has been
marching steadfastly according to the way of
Ratkhita (Arakan Dream) long before the Spring Revolution happened.”

“Now we have accomplished two-third of the journey. And since we are marching towards our
own goal and now seeing our destination, we can’t join the Spring Revolution which has just
emerged.”

“Because we are marching according to The Way of Rathita together with our people all along,
it is impossible to merge with the other line (Spring Revolution).”

“We have already publicize that we respect and acknowledge the struggle of the oppressed
people’s liberation movement. So now the majority Myanmar people now realized the previous
wrong opinion placed on ULA/AA. Besides, we fully believe that they now understand our
sincere motive and correct implementations.”

On junta’s peace overtures

On the military junta’s peace overtures, he said: “We can look at the successive military
governments’ peace initiatives. Military governments and NLD government were involved in
peace talks. But all these peace processes have nothing tangible to show as success. It is
interesting why it happened like this. The main thing is that if we talk peace all sides have to be
sincere.”

“The main thing is good intentions. They need to have the policy of settlement on the basis of
justice by compromising with each other in peace process. Now, there is no justice-based
process in the work done by successive military regimes. In other words, while oppressing one
party, it is maintaining peace with the other party. If it is pressing attack on one party, it is
talking to the other party. That is why we are saying that this peace process failed because
there is no honesty.”
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On confederacy aspirations

On ULA/AA confederacy aspirations, he said; “We have said ULA/AA policy is confederation. We
have assertively said that our political status is confederation. Even though we deserve
confederation we will not beg and not begging now from any government. What we mean is
that we are fighting for it (whether the adversary like it or not).”

“We are trying to materialize the thing that we want, together hand-in-hand with our people.
That’s why we are not an organization begging for it, but marching towards our goal, whether
any one agree or disagree, although it is best if negotiable.”

“On the other hand, the casualty will be less. If we can negotiate, we will negotiate. If we can’t
negotiate, we will fight if we have to. That’s it. The main thing is to fight if we have to fight, and
negotiate if we have to negotiate. Our policy is to follow the way of Ratkhita that we have set,
and continue to march forward regardless of the resources we have to offer to reach the goals
we want with our people. Basically that’s the point.”

On junta’s scheme to hold election in 2023

On the planned 2023 election by the junta, he said: “It is a bit too early to talk about election. |
don’t have much to say on it. Previous elections were held by successive governments in
Arakan State, but they haven’t been able to change the Arakan people’s social status, political
status and the life style in any way until today.”

“That is why it is sure these elections have not contribute to our people’s social development in
any way. Because we have already come across the elections many times. It is only supporting
the Myanmar leaders to maintain their power. It only means forcing the Arakan people to give
them the mandate (representation). Therefore, | can say with certainty that no election held in
Arakan until now has contributed to the social life development of the people of Arakan and
their lives.”

Arakan politician U Pe Than

ULA/AA basically is not interested in Arakan National Policy Consultative Committee’s (ANPCC)
federal democracy ambition as it aims higher than federalism and wants to only negotiate from
the position of strength, or fight for it, according to the well respected Arakan politician U Pe
Than.

“U Pe Than resigned from the Arakan National Party (ANP) in August 2021, months after
Myanmar’s parliamentary politics was thrown into chaos by the military coup in February of last
year. His resignation from the party followed senior party members like Daw Aye Nu Sein and U
Zaw Aye Maung accepting seats on the military regime’s governing body. The pair drew
significant criticism for joining the junta,” according to Development Media Group report of
June 22, 2022.
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“U Pe Than, a 66-year-old veteran Arakanese politician who won a seat in two consecutive
general elections, stepped away from party politics last year in favor of what he describes as an
activism that is instead based on national interest. His decision came in the context of an era in
which the popular stance increasingly seems to view party politics as having come to a dead
end in Arakan State.”

He has been acting informally as an interpreter for the ULA/AA political positions and many
consider that his readings have been quite accurate.

ANPCC held a workshop meeting with two Arakan revolutionary parties, Arakan Liberation
Party (ALP) and Arakan National Congress (ANC), including three Arakan political parties, ANP,
Arakan Front Party (AFP) and Arakan League for Democracy (ALD), representatives of Civil
Society Organizations (CSOs), altogether 32 participants from 19 to 21 August. But the ULA/AA
although invited did not show up for the meeting.

On September 3, U Pe Than told Channel News Independent (CNI) News the reason why he
thought ULA/AA has not attend the meeting.

He reasoned: “ULA/AA position isn’t the same (with ANPCC). Its minimum demand is
confederate level. That’s why it is not in the condition to accept it (meaning: federalism). And if
there would be a mixed discussion with many parties, for example like the ALP, they don’t seem
very much like wanting to participate in the discussion. It could discuss separately and there are
opportunities to do so, as there were separate invitations been already made.”

“It is like going to beg (for political concession) when you have no strength. It will only be like
begging when talking and negotiating. ULA/AA opinion is that we have to build up our strength
massively and then basing on this strength, we have to shape our destiny. It could be that they
are not interested in the meeting because of such opinion. (Everyone) has been talking about
federalism. That side said federal and this side also said federal (meaning: The military junta
and National Unity Government). But no one has spelled it out. On ULA/AA part it has already
said confederation. So it (federal) can be taken as under-priced, the high-priced can go as far as
independence. That’s why it is possible that they are not interested in this discussion.”

Major General Twan Mrat Naing’s aspirations

AA leader Major General Tun Myat Naing also called Twan Mrat Naing in Arakanese told The
Irrawaddy in an interview on January 11, 2019, “We prefer [a confederation of states] like Wa
State, which has a larger share of power in line with the Constitution,” referring to the status of
the AA’s ally, the United Wa State Army (UWSA), adding that a confederation is “better” than
federalism.

“And we think it [a confederation] is more appropriate to the history of Rakhine (Arakan) State
and the hopes of the Arakanese people,” he said.
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“In a confederation, we have the authority to make decisions on our own. But there would be a
common defense system. And there would be cooperation on market regulation and foreign
affairs. To have control over our own destiny—self-determination—is the aspiration of every
ethnic group. We can try,” he said.

Again on January 18, 2022, in an exclusive interview conducted by Bertil Lintner in Asia Times
he reiterated again the same position: “The right to self-determination and sovereignty is at the
heart of our national movements. We will see whether a Federal Union of Myanmar will have
the political space for the kind of confederation that our Arakanese people aspire for.”

“We would prefer to remain with our [ethnic] brothers and sisters, but if our rightful political
status which we desire is not accommodated within this union, it would behoove us to be a
member of the international community on our own.”

In a rare admission he also mentioned AA’s manpower and its controlled territories in Arakan
State in the interview as follows: “We have trained over 30,000 soldiers in 13 years (since
founding in 2009), and there are still more combatants undergoing training in command and
control, and technical skills. Around 70% of our troops are battle-hardened and have combat
experience. 5,000-6,000 thousand troops are deployed in our allies’ areas, the rest are in
Arakan (Rakhine).”

“We control around 60% of the areas in the north of Arakan (Rakhine) but less in the south. In
some areas, it is difficult to draw distinct lines of control between us and the Myanmar army.
They still control urban areas and have to keep those for strategic reasons, but we still project

I"

our authority as required in those areas and there are still a lot of contested areas as well.

[

Myanmar: Rakhine State map.

Recent conflict situation

There is no doubt that the all-out war going against the
junta by the AA is a well-timed one. It is true that the
junta wasn’t happy with the AA’s administration

k , expansion and indeed also saw it as a rivalry to replace
its system of mllltary supremacy rule, which has been rolled out since the informal ceasefire
was agreed in October 2020 before the general election. There were on-and-off small clashes
happening in Arakan State between the two adversaries during the two year informal ceasefire,
but not an earnest one.

INDIAN OCEAN

But the large scale war erupted when on July 4, the junta shelled one of the AA’s outposts with
two fighter jets in Karen State on the Salween River in Mutraw (Hpapun) District, an area
controlled by the Karen National Liberation Army’s (KNLA) Brigade 5. Several buildings,
including a clinic, were destroyed, the AA said in a statement reported by Myanmar Now the
following day. During the bombing spree, six AA members were killed and seven wounded,
which AA vowed to take revenge for the unprovoked killings.
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On July 18, AA attacked the Border Guard Force (BGF) twice in Maungdaw Township killing a
number of them and capturing 14 junta personnel. Besides, several weapons, including 27 rifles
and two pistols, as well as other military equipment, were also seized.

AA spokesman Khaing Thuka said the group attacked the junta-backed BGF as retaliation for the
killing of six AA troops in airstrikes carried out by the regime in Karen (Kayin) State’s Mutraw
(Hpapun) District earlier this month.

“The Myanmar military bombed an AA base without any valid reason at all. That’s why we
attacked them back,” he said, according to the report of Myanmar Now on July 19.

From then on the fighting have spread to Maungdaw, Rathedaung, Buthidaung, and Mrauk-U
townships in Rakhine State and in Paletwa township in Chin State.

The junta is said to have lost nearly 90 bases in 17 months since the coup in fighting with
resistance forces and ethnic armed organizations (EAQOs), according to armed groups, as
reported by The Irrawaddy on September 9.

“They included key outposts in strategic locations or critical bases for the supply of weapons
and food to frontline troops. The regime has lost at least 20 bases in Kachin State, three in Chin
State, 19 in Kayah State, 12 in Karen State and 36 in Rakhine State, according to EAOs and
conflict monitors,” according to the report.

Reportedly around 30 were in Maungdaw Township and six were in Paletwa Township, Chin
State, which borders Rakhine State, according to observers.

“The National Unity Government (NUG) is at the center of a democratic revolution shaped by
organizations opposed to the Myanmar military junta, or resistance organizations. These
organizations are the de facto authorities across more of the territory of Myanmar and for
more of the population than the junta and are administering a growing range of government
functions,” writes Mizzima reflecting the Special Advisory Council for Myanmar briefing paper
of September 5.

“The junta only has stable control of 22 per cent or 72 out of 330 townships in the country
which equates to only 17 per cent of Myanmar’s land area, because many of these are small
urban townships.”

In the mean time, the junta is trying to keep most part of the Shan State free from attacking its
troops, which has the largest military concentration encampment within the whole Burma.

For now the junta is gearing up to meet within the mold of second peace talks, the first one was
held about four months ago, with the UWSA, National Democratic Alliance Army (NDAA) or
Mongla and Shan State Progress Party (SSPP) which are sitting on the fence, in relation to the
people’s uprising or Spring Revolution, and maintaining ceasefire. The Restoration Council of
Shan State (RCSS) is already a nationwide ceasefire agreement signatory, so there is no worry
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on this score. The junta may only have to convince them that everyone will come out satisfied
whether it is true or not.

In a nutshell, the UWSA wants a state-level administration status; NDAA wants a self-
administered zone; SSPP wants to keep its conquered territories from the RCSS, with the help
of UWSA; and RCSS wants the junta to act and help to regain back its lost territories.

Of course it is a tall order and not going to be easy to compromise and make everybody happy.
But the junta may at all cost try to keep all these major ethnic armed organizations (EAOs) from
going against it and become conflict parties, aiding the Spring Revolution, one way or the other.

Analysis

Given such developments, it is hard not to believe that the AA is acting according to the motto
of “strike while the iron is hot”. Thus, it is more likely that it is following the Burmese historical
saying of “English hardship is an opportunity for the Bamar” of pre-independence colonial era,
by paraphrasing it “Bamar’s hardship is Arakanese opportunity”, which may be interpreted as
Bamar military junta’s hardship of having to fight against all ethnic-democratic forces
countrywide is an opportunity for the AA to strike.

Of course, nobody knows whether the AA gamble is going to pay off, than further trying to
maintain the unofficial ceasefire like the last two years. But it seems the die is cast and there is
no way to revert the decision.

Coming back to AA aspirations of confederacy, it will all depend on how the ethnic-democratic
forces, ethnic armed organizations and NUG forces, could work in tandem and cooperation to
uproot the military dictatorship is going to pan out, as it is the first necessary step to achieve its
ultimate goal. And even if AA isn’t formally in league with all the other loosely formed ethnic-
democratic coalition forces, it is already doing the alliance a great favor and service,
intentionally or unintentionally, for fighting the undeclared war against the military junta.

This is exactly what the late Chao Tzang Yawnghwe, the Shan political leader and academician
used to preach “diverse actions, common goals”.

To sum up, the people’s struggle, including the Arakanese confederation aspirations, will not be
easy and might even be a grueling protracted war. But it will do all of us good, if we could pull
all our resources together and go through this with coordination and cooperation to end the
era of military dictatorship, first and foremost, so that our other common aspirations may be
realizable sooner than later.

And after this first step is accomplished, if we still find living together isn’t feasible anymore for
whatever reason we may have in store, we may then part our ways in gentlemanly manner, as
Major General Twan Mrat Naing has said in the Asia Times interview in January, without hard
feelings.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/25334
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Inle Lake IDPs Must Return To Karenni State
By Network Media Group | Wednesday, September 14, 2022

Local government officials have ordered Karenni
internally displaced persons (IDPs) who fled the
':. fighting to return to their villages, although it’s not
safe to go back to Karenni State.

“The Burma Army is launching a military operation
in these areas and clashes are taking place, so |
think these IDPs cannot return. I'm sure that’s the
case for the villagers from Demawso Township,” an

The Burma Army (BA) has burnt down some of their homes and many haven’t cultivated their
farms for the past year, which means they’ve nothing to return to, he explained. And the
schools are closed, so the children cannot continue their education. At least in Inle Lake they
can attend classes in the government schools.

Regardless of the difficulties they face, the General Administration Department for Nyaung
Shwe Township has reportedly told them to go home by the end of the month while not
offering any assistance.

More than 4,000 people have been sheltering in makeshift IDP camps in Buddhist monasteries,
empty markets and with their relatives south of the lake since the beginning of the year, after
fleeing BA offensives and fighting with Karenni resistance groups that began in Loikaw and later
spread to the other townships. They’re being helped by the World Food Programme,
International Committee of the Red Cross and Buddhist associations and private donors.

https://www.nmg-news.net/2022/09/14/20998

International companies implicated in scramble for Shan State’s gold under Myanmar junta

An Australian mining giant’s exit has not stopped its former partner from forging ahead in an
extractive industry that empowers and finances the military, sources say

Sally Kantar | Published on Sep 14, 2022

An Australian-led mining company has carried on searching for gold in eastern Shan State more
than one year after its primary investor withdrew from multiple projects in the country,
Myanmar Now has learned.

Page 25 of 74


https://www.nmg-news.net/2022/09/14/20998
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/international-companies-implicated-in-scramble-for-shan-states-gold-under-myanmar-junta
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/author/12606

Valentis geologists in eastern Shan State in October
2021 (Valentis Asia / Facebook)

Locrian Precious Metals, headed by two Australians and
one Myanmar national, is active in what the Shan
Human Rights Foundation (SHRF) recently termed a
“gold mining expansion” that has unfolded in Tachileik
Township since the February 2021 coup.

The area in question is in the Loi Kham hills near the town of Ta Ler (also known as Tarlay),
45km northeast of Tachileik’s administrative centre. Multiple local military-linked companies
have newly been granted mining access to the area by the junta, alongside scores of smaller
enterprises that are reportedly digging without licences, instead “paying off” the military
authorities in exchange for access, according to an August SHRF report.

Meanwhile, Locrian has three years remaining on its own five-year exploratory permit covering
456 sq km of land in eastern Tachileik.

Perth-based mining firm Myanmar Metals held a majority stake in Locrian’s eastern Shan State
project until March 2021, when it terminated the relationship in the aftermath of the coup.

Less than six months earlier, in a newsletter seen by Myanmar Now, CEO John Lamb celebrated
Locrian as “a great addition” to the company’s portfolio, lauding its claim on “one of Asia’s most
exciting gold districts.”

“In due course, we will undertake the first systematic exploration program the Tarlay Gold Belt
has ever seen,” Lamb was quoted as saying.

Last September, Myanmar Metals sold its shares in Shan State’s Bawdwin silver and zinc mine
to a subsidiary of the conglomerate Asia World, whose head, Steven Law, was subjected to US
sanctions for his ties to the military and the drug trade.

Later renamed Mallee Resources, the company announced in July that it was selling its
remaining Myanmar subsidiary, Bright Mountain Resources—whose “sole asset” was US$12m
in proceeds from the Bawdwin deal—at a loss to known junta business partner Myanmar
Airlines International for $10.2m.

Myanmar Metals has come under fire for the way it handled the sale of its Myanmar holdings,
Watchdogs say the company failed to meet guidelines set by the Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development, including those requiring human rights due diligence and
consultation with stakeholders.

Clancy Moore, CEO of Transparency International Australia—who once described Myanmar
Metals as having “failed [the] test” of responsible and transparent divestment—said that
reports of Locrian’s continued mining exploration amount to “a giant red flag for regulators and
communities.”
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“If this Australian-linked mine starts producing gold then millions of dollars will line the pockets
of the military regime in royalties and taxes which could be used to buy weapons,” he told
Myanmar Now.

Locrian’s operations appear to involve a partner company: its leadership also heads “mining
support services” firm Valentis Services Ltd., active in the same eastern Shan State region
where Locrian’s exploration activities are taking place.

SHRF highlighted how a Valentis job vacancy advertised the day after the one-year anniversary
of the coup called for a new “government liaison officer” to work on the “Locrian project” and
“maintain constructive working relations,” presumably with junta authorities.

A Valentis drilling team pictured at an unidentified
location in Shan State in early 2020 (Valentis Asia /
Facebook)

According to their respective registrations with
Myanmar’s Directorate of Investment and Company
Administration (DICA), Valentis and Locrian are
housed in the same office in Yangon’s Mayangone
“ Township, and have the same three directors:
Australians Michael Bui Phin and Lachlan Foy and Myanmar national La Min Win.

Valentis and Locrian share this office and their management with a range of corporate entities,
according to DICA. Among them are local mining services firm Aung Myay Drilling—headed by
Phin and La Min Win, as well as another Valentis director, Geoffrey Lowe—and RJE Myanmar,
which describes itself as “an Australian-owned engineering and construction company with a
reputation for delivering innovative, client-focused solutions that get the job done.” It too is led
by Phin and La Min Win, among others.

A 2015 Australian Business Review article on Australian investment in Myanmar described La
Min Win as having “close family connections to the military.” Further information regarding
these alleged ties was not known at the time of reporting.

Neither Locrian nor Valentis responded to Myanmar Now’s requests for comment for this
article.

Myanmar military involvement

Locrian and Valentis are also joined in Tachileik by 12 Myanmar companies that hold a total of
20 active mining permits—each for a 20-acre plot around Mong Len village tract and lasting 11
years—according to a list published in late 2021 by the Myanmar Office of Natural Resources
and Environmental Conservation (MNREC) and cited by SHRF.

Seven of these permits, belonging to five companies, were granted since the coup, signifying an
increase in mining activities during this period.
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“Several” of the companies involved are linked to officers who once served in eastern Shan
State’s Triangle Regional Command and “clearly used their position to cash in on local gold
mining opportunities,” according to SHRF.

Yet the unofficial number of enterprises looking for gold is much larger, an SHRF spokesperson
explained.

“If we are talking about the total number of companies with licences, it is more than before
[the coup]. But if we consider illegal companies, companies without licences, there may be up
to 100 groups in total,” an SHRF representative said, citing local estimates which Myanmar Now
is unable to independently verify.

The representative added that junta-backed militias typically “provide security” for mining sites,
regardless of the legal status of the companies operating there.

Overview of gold mining in the Loi Kham Hills near Ta
Ler (Tarlay) in Tachileik Township, supplied by SHRF
(Google Earth)

More than 50km north of Tachileik’s Ta Ler in Mong
Phyak (Mong Hpayak) Township, another Australian-
led company, Access Asia Mining—registered in
ey Singapore—holds a permit for gold exploration on an
1,800 sq km swathe of land.

The company came under criticism by SHRF and international watchdogs after its
representatives met with local junta officials soon after the coup. No announcements have
been made to indicate that they have since withdrawn from the country.

The SHRF representative confirmed that “mining exploration is still ongoing in Mong Phyak,”
but did not have further information on the activities of Access Asia in particular.

Access Asia did not respond to Myanmar Now’s request for comment on the status of the
project.

‘The worst flooding’

Gold mining has reaped a heavy environmental toll in eastern Shan State, with toxic waste
destroying farmland and poisoning water sources, and land degradation increasing the severity
of floods.

“There are horrors happening downstream from these gold mines,” a longtime researcher on
the extractive industries in Shan State told Myanmar Now on the condition of anonymity.
“Companies like Locrian, Valentis and Access Asia are empowering the system that is in place, a
system in which the people will never be protected.”
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In July, the 52-household village of Na Hai Long in Mong Len village tract was submerged in
mud as the Nam Kham stream overwhelmed the community, destroying nine homes and
causing extensive damage to another eight.

Flooding of Na Hai Long village in Tachileik Township in
July (SHRF)

“This year has been the worst for flooding,” the SHRF
representative said. He explained that the phenomenon
has gradually worsened since industrial gold mining
began in the area in 2007, and that residents of at least
12 households had already left due to the destruction
caused by previous floods.

At the time of reporting, he noted, no compensation had been provided to the residents whose
homes were affected two months ago. In earlier years, flood victims had received between
$5,000 and $18,000 from the local authorities, according to SHRF, but the amount was not
enough to replace the land or houses they had lost.

Meanwhile, farmland is reimbursed at a rate of less than $350 per acre, with much of it
reportedly yet to be paid out.

SHRF stated that villagers in the Mong Len area “have been too intimidated to oppose the gold
mining” since the 2015 murder of a local man who had objected to the industry. Loong Sarm, a
54-year-old resident of Na Hai Long, was shot and killed by Myanmar army soldiers while
monitoring the activities of a local extractive company.

‘Let the people prevail’

Amendments to Myanmar’s Mines Law, passed in late 2015, essentially encouraged foreign
investment in the sector, and were drafted with significant input from the Australian Agency for
International Development, the mining minister at the time revealed.

Yet community-based organisations in Shan State have long called for a moratorium on mining
until, as SHRF said, there is “a federal devolution of power” in Myanmar.

The group noted that the “fast-tracking” of new mining projects by the junta since the coup had
made this demand “more urgent than ever.”

Speaking last year on behalf of the extractive industry transparency campaign Publish What You
Pay, Transparency International’s Clancy Moore called on Australian resource companies
including Locrian Precious Metals and Access Asia to “give up all exploration licenses and rule
out financing the Myanmar military’s regime of terror.”
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The statement followed a January withdrawal from Myanmar by oil and gas giants Total, from
France; Chevron, from the US; and Australia’s Woodside, and urged mining companies to follow
suit.

In his recent comments to Myanmar Now, Moore urged the Australian government to “listen to
the people of Myanmar” and “follow the leadership” of the US, UK and EU by introducing
sanctions to cut off revenue to the junta.

The industry researcher familiar with Shan State’s mining sector dismissed claims put forward
by foreign investors that the extraction of Myanmar’s resources is inevitable, and that their
own involvement in the process is more “benevolent” than that of their competitors.

“There’s no point in international companies saying, ‘Someone will exploit this situation, it
might as well be us,”” the researcher said. “Rather than joining in, these companies need to pull
out, not give any funds to the military, and let the people prevail.”

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/international-companies-implicated-in-scramble-for-
shan-states-gold-under-myanmar-junta

Myanmar Junta Leader Hints at Possible Delay in 2023 Election
By THE IRRAWADDY | 14 September 2022

Myanmar junta chief Min Aung Hlaing said the prospect of a new election slated to be held next
year depends largely on whether there is peace and economic recovery plus political stability in
the country, in an interview with Russian news agency RIA.

His remark is viewed as implying that the election slated for August 2023 is not certain,
considering that Myanmar’s economy is spiraling downward and the armed clashes in many
parts of the country are expected to escalate once the rainy season is over.

When asked about the possibility of the election being delayed during the interview, which was
published in junta-controlled newspapers, Min Aung Hlaing replied, “It is too early to discuss it
because it is around five months [until emergency rule expires], and a decision has to be made
depending on the situation.”

Under the military-drafted 2008 Constitution, the chief of the armed forces can impose
emergency rule for one year, and renew it twice for six months each. Emergency rule has
already been renewed twice, and will expire on Feb. 1 next year. The election must be held
within six months of that date, under the Constitution.

Holding an election is also part of the junta’s five-point roadmap released after the bloody
military coup. To prepare for it, the regime has been amending electoral laws and taking steps
to replace the current first-past-the-post electoral system with the proportional representation
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(PR) system—a move that would overwhelmingly favor the military and its allied political
parties.

Whether the election can be held as planned is open to question as the junta leadership
including Min Aung Hlaing himself have repeatedly set out unrealistic preconditions for a free
and fair election to take place, including that there must not be “pressure” on people, that it
must be able to hold the election across the country, and that the armed conflicts must end
before a vote is held.

Renowned political analyst U Than Soe Naing told The Irrawaddy he believes Min Aung Hlaing
will hold the election no matter what in order to achieve his dream of becoming president.

“They will hold the fraudulent election in areas they can control, to prolong their rule—unless
they are removed before it,” he said.

The junta’s planned PR system is designed to prevent the ousted National League for
Democracy (NLD) or any other democratic party from winning a landslide victory like the NLD
did in the 1990, 2015 and 2020 general elections.

As the military already holds 25 percent of seats in the parliament under the Constitution, the
PR system will enable Min Aung Hlaing to fulfill his presidential dream, as it will ensure the
military’s proxy Union Solidarity and Development Party (USDP) and its allied parties win
enough seats to officially put Min Aung Hlaing into the presidential residence. Smaller parties
allied with the USDP did not win a single seat in the 2020 election.

According to the analyst U Than Soe Naing, even if the election can’t be held, Min Aung Hlaing
might follow in the footsteps of his predecessor as dictator, Than Shwe, and scrap the 2008
Constitution and write a new one in order to cling to power.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-leader-hints-at-possible-delay-in-
2023-election.html

Junta-Ruled Myanmar Not Invited to Queen Elizabeth’s Funeral
By THE IRRAWADDY | 14 September 2022

Myanmar, Russia and Belarus have not been invited to Queen Elizabeth’s state funeral next
Monday which will see more than 100 kings, queens, heads of state and other VIPs attend,
Reuters reported, citing a Whitehall source.

Britain has imposed sanctions against Myanmar and its military as London steps up support for
the Southeast Asian country’s Rohingya community.

At the same time, diplomatic relations between the two countries hit a record low this year
with the junta’s recent jailing of the country’s former British ambassador and her husband.
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Furthermore, the regime expelled the head of the UK Embassy in July after he declined to
present his credentials to the regime.

Britain recently imposed sanctions against a company run by the junta chief’s son, aiming at
impacting a case currently before the International Court of Justice to determine whether the
Myanmar military committed genocide against the Rohingya ethnic minority.

Britain and other Western countries have sought to isolate Russia and its ally Belarus on the
world stage with economic sanctions and other measures in response to Moscow’s invasion of
Ukraine.

Elizabeth II’s funeral at Westminster Abbey next week is set to be a huge diplomatic event that
poses major security and protocol challenges for organizers at Buckingham Palace and in the
British government.

US President Joe Biden has confirmed he will attend, and has reportedly been given permission
to arrive in his armored presidential limousine, known as The Beast, AFP reported.

French President Emmanuel Macron and Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, as well as
Japan’s Emperor Naruhito, who is expected to make the occasion his first foreign trip since
ascending the throne in 2019, will also attend.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/junta-ruled-myanmar-not-invited-to-queen-
elizabeths-funeral.html
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