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‘The smell of rotten flesh was everywhere’ — Several civilians killed in junta assault on
Sagaing village

Eighteen people are found dead after a prolonged Myanmar army assault on a Yinmabin
Township village involving airstrikes, a ground offensive and days of occupation

Khin Yi Yi Zaw | Published on Aug 16, 2022

A burned house smoulders following the military’s
three-day raid on Yin Paung Taing (Myanmar Now)

Content warning: This report contains a graphic image
of human remains

The remains of 18 people, including the body of a 10-

year-old girl, were found in a village in Myanmar’s
heartland this week following three days of occupation by the military, according to locals
and members of resistance groups active in the area.

In one of the most violent and prolonged assaults by the junta’s forces in recent days,
regime troops besieged the village of Yin Paung Taing in southern Sagaing Region’s Yinmabin
Township on Thursday afternoon. The attack started with the launch of airstrikes from three
Mi-35 fighter jets and continued as some 60 soldiers were dropped from three helicopters
to carry out a ground offensive, stationing themselves in a village monastery until Sunday
morning, residents told Myanmar Now.

Locals and resistance fighters who returned to Yin Paung Taing after the troops had left
initially found the bodies of 12 slain civilians, all of whom they were able to identify. As the
search for casualties continued on Monday, six more people were found dead, and at the
time of reporting, their identities were not confirmed.

Nine of the first 12 bodies had wounds that appeared to have been caused by light and
heavy weaponry, according to a 40-year-old man who was involved in the search for his

neighbours.

A burned house smoulders following the military’s three-
day raid on Yin Paung Taing (Myanmar Now)

Among the victims were two children: 10-year-old Khine
Khine Win and 17-year-old Thaw Bhone Naing. There were
also five men between the ages of 24 and 73, and two

women, aged 45 and 52. Six of the 18 people who were
killed—including Khine Khine Win—had suffered burns.

Two other elderly women, both aged 85, are believed to have died of starvation as they hid
in the village during the raid.

Page 2 of 43


https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/the-smell-of-rotten-flesh-was-everywhere-several-civilians-killed-in-junta-assault-on-sagaing
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/the-smell-of-rotten-flesh-was-everywhere-several-civilians-killed-in-junta-assault-on-sagaing
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/author/9066
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-military-launches-airstrike-on-yinmabin-township-village-trapping-civilians
https://www.myanmar-now.org/sites/myanmar-now.org/files/news-images/yin_paung_taing_-3.jpeg

A 67-year-old man also died from respiratory issues while fleeing the junta attack, the local
man who spoke to Myanmar Now said.

By the time that many of the bodies were found, they had decomposed to the point where
they could not be moved and had to be cremated on-site.

“They must have been dead since August 11, so it was impossible to pick up their bodies,”
the man recalled. “Even cows, dogs and horses were shot by artillery. The whole village was
torn down.”

“The village felt like a cemetery and the smell of rotten flesh was everywhere,” he said.
Ambush from above

Yin Paung Taing, which has a population of nearly 3,000, is located 10 miles south of the
town of Yinmabin. The three fighter jets which launched the airstrikes on the village came
from Monywa, a city around 35 miles east of Yin Paung Taing across the Chindwin River, and
where the junta’s Northwestern Military Command is located.

On the day of the assault, a market fair had been taking place in the village, drawing crowds
and making it difficult for those present to immediately flee the air attacks, according to one
man who managed to flee to safety.

“One helicopter dropped off soldiers at the entrance of the village and the other two
hovered around the village and relentlessly fired from the left and the right. Some people
escaped. Some didn’t,” he said.

A map showing the location of Yin Paung Taing in
southern Sagaing Region

The man recalled that the military aircraft appeared
soon after around 80 resistance fighters travelling from

SAGAING neighbouring Chin State had stopped at the village to
rest on the afternoon of August 11. He speculated that
oy = the Myanmar army had received intel regarding the
guerrilla force’s movements and that its members had
likely been the target of the attack.

“The jets hovered around the place where members of that group were having lunch and
they opened fire on that area, so | think someone must have informed the military that they
would be here,” he explained.

He told Myanmar Now that he narrowly escaped the air assault on Thursday afternoon with
his wife, teenage daughter and young son. He described how he carried the boy—a
toddler—in one arm and held his wife’s hand with the other as they ran upon hearing the
sound of incoming jets.
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“1 held up my son tightly and covered him with my body so that he would not get shot,” he
said, adding that the family had no time to gather any belongings.

He left his son and wife under a tree outside the village and returned to locate his daughter
and bring her to safety.

Those who remained trapped in Yin Paung Taing during the raid were among the
community’s most vulnerable residents, including the sick and elderly, many of whom were
injured in the siege and held hostage by the military.

Bala, a member of the Yinmabin-based Young Ranger Force, said that fighters from at least
10 local resistance groups—including his—tried to rescue as many civilians as possible, but
were overwhelmed by the number of wounded.

“Some of the people were hit by the fragments of walls and windows that had been blasted
apart by the shells dropped from the jets,” he explained. “Some had their legs broken and
some were even hit right in the head with the shells. We were able to rescue some of them
but we had to leave some behind out of desperation.”

He said that the members of the resistance coalition managed to guide the Chin fighters to
safety before the junta troops airlifted into Yin Paung Taing had set up posts and began
firing artillery into the surrounding area.

Vehicles destroyed in the military attack on Yin Paung
Taing (Myanmar Now)

On the following day, August 12, the local defence forces

attacked the occupying military column, which responded
with airstrikes. Resistance fighters turned their fire to the
junta aircrafts hovering over the area.

When the Myanmar army soldiers left Yin Paung Taing at around 6am on Sunday, they
released the women and elderly residents who they had held captive, but took 24 men with
them as hostages.

As the troops—accompanied by some 70 pro-junta militia members—headed west, a fighter
jet fired at villages in their path to “clear” the area in preparation for the military column’s
departure, according to members of local defence forces. Hundreds of residents reportedly
fled from the communities of Pu Htoe Thar and Mon Thwin, both located along the road
travelled by the junta forces.

By Tuesday, the column had arrived in the village of Chin Pyit, less than 10 miles from Yin
Paung Taing and located in neighbouring Pale Township. There they torched multiple
homes, according to locals.
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At the time of reporting, it was not known if the hostages from Yin Paung Taing were still
alive.

0 A map showing township border between Yinmabin and

A

“ V| E ’/\ Pale, an area that includes Yin Paung Taing and Chin Pyit

/
(( A Displaced residents largely returned to Yin Paung Taing
/\ YA | on Monday, noting that the destruction of the village was
( extensive, and included severe damage to the Buddhist
- community hall.

PALE

At least 15 motorcycles and one truck, as well as two
vehicle repair garages, were also destroyed.

Yin Paung Taing was first raided in September of last year in an attack that left one civilian
dead and seven beaten and tortured, according to the 40-year-old resident who recounted
the most recent assault to Myanmar Now.

The military has carried out frequent aerial attacks on multiple Sagaing Region resistance
strongholds, including the townships of Ayadaw, Depayin, Myinmu and Ye-U.

Bala, from the Young Ranger Force, explained that although resistance groups have often
been able to fend off ground offensives by the Myanmar army, they continue to struggle
when confronted with air power.

“We are not afraid to face them on the ground but we still have to flee when they launch
airstrikes,” he said. “The jets flew so low while shooting at us. At least if we had anti-aircraft
weapons we could fire back.”

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/the-smell-of-rotten-flesh-was-everywhere-

several-civilians-killed-in-junta-assault-on-sagaing

Political prisoner handed three-year sentence for hunger strike

Naung Htet Aung and other inmates who took part in the protest at Mandalay’s Obo Prison
were also severely beaten, sources said

Mary Hnin | Published on Aug 16, 2022

™~ The interior of Obo Prison in Mandalay (Myanmar Now)

[

A student leader imprisoned last year for taking part in anti-
coup protests has been handed an additional three years
behind bars for staging a hunger strike, according to activist

Page 5 of 43


https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/the-smell-of-rotten-flesh-was-everywhere-several-civilians-killed-in-junta-assault-on-sagaing
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/the-smell-of-rotten-flesh-was-everywhere-several-civilians-killed-in-junta-assault-on-sagaing
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/political-prisoner-handed-three-year-sentence-for-hunger-strike
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/author/9060
https://www.myanmar-now.org/sites/myanmar-now.org/files/news-images/obo_prison_1_0.jpg

sources.

Naung Htet Aung, 26, who was arrested in Mandalay last November and later found guilty
of incitement, received the sentence without trial on Wednesday, said a spokesperson for
the All Burma Federation of Student Unions (ABFSU).

A day before the new sentence was handed down, Naung Htet Aung was brutally beaten
and placed in solitary confinement, the ABFSU spokesperson told Myanmar Now.

“They beat him up and fired slingshots at him. We were told they also used tasers.
According to our latest intel, he and 15 other political prisoners are still in solitary,” he said.

According to the spokesperson, Naung Htet Aung and the other hunger strikers sustained
serious injuries in the crackdown.

“Three of his front teeth were knocked out and he also has wounds on his back. Some were
even crippled by their injuries,” he said.

Political prisoners at Mandalay’s Obo Prison began their hunger strike on August 1 to
protest the execution of prominent regime opponents Phyo Zayar Thaw and Ko Jimmy, also
known as Kyaw Min Yu, and two other prisoners in late July.

Naung Htet Aung is the former chair of the Yangon Education University Student Union. He
was one of eight people arrested during a raid on a safehouse in Mandalay’s Chanayethazan
Township last November.

The ABFSU also expressed grave concern about other student leaders who were taken into
regime custody last year.

The group said that Aye Nandar Soe, the chair of the Sagaing Education University Students
Union, disappeared last September after being arrested at a military checkpoint on a bridge
linking Sagaing and Mandalay regions.

She was reportedly taken to an army compound where troops from Light Infantry Division
33 were stationed and has not been heard from since, according to the ABFSU.

Lin Paing Soe, a student union member who attended Kyaukse Technological University in

Mandalay’s Kyaukse Township, also went missing at around the same time and is feared
dead.

More than 40 student union members are still being detained in prisons all over the
country, the ABFSU said.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/political-prisoner-handed-three-year-sentence-

for-hunger-strike
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Police Major Among 12 Regime Personnel Killed in Police Station Attacks
By THE IRRAWADDY | 16 August 2022

Twelve Myanmar junta personnel including a police major were reportedly killed on
Monday in Karen State’s Kawkareik, when a combined force of resistance groups raided two
police stations in the town.

Fighters from local People’s Defense Forces (PDF) and the Karen National Liberation Army,
the armed wing of the Karen National Union (KNU), raided the district and township police
stations and attacked regime forces guarding a bank in Kawkareik Town.

During the raids, six weapons and ammunition were seized, along with staff from the junta-
controlled township court, said the KNU on Monday.

A video shot by the White Dragon Battalion (South Division) resistance group who took part
in the raids shows PDF fighters taking a weapon and ammunition from a regime solider who
was killed during the clashes.

According to a leaked police report, six police officers including police major Min Than, the
head of the Kawkareik Township police station, and a soldier were killed in the raids.
Another police officer and three pro-junta militia were injured.

However, resistance forces claimed that 12 junta personnel were killed. The Irrawaddy was
unable to confirm casualties independently.

After the raids, regime forces shelled nearby villages, firing over 50 artillery rounds. A
civilian was injured by the artillery strike, said the KNU.

In another video showing the captured weapons and ammunition, a PDF leader said: “We
didn’t want to kill the police major. But we killed him as he collaborated with the regime.
We can’t take responsibility for those who won’t join us.”

Following the junta artillery strikes, the People’s Administration Group of Kawkareik
Township warned all government staff working for the military regime to leave Karen State
as soon as possible.

Currently, junta forces are facing near-daily attacks from PDF’s and ethnic armed
organizations nationwide.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/police-major-among-12-regime-personnel-killed-

in-police-station-attacks.html
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KNU says more than 150,000 displaced in its territory

Figures released by the group suggest that Myanmar’s post-coup humanitarian crisis is
rapidly escalating

Linn Htin | Published on Aug 16, 2022

Displaced locals flee army shelling in Kyauk Gyi
Township, Bago Region, on June 29 (KNU)

Recent military operations in Mon State and Bago
Region have displaced more than 150,000 people,
according to a statement released by the Karen

National Union (KNU) on Sunday.

Heavy shelling by regime forces in Mon State’s Thaton District and Bago Region’s
Nyaunglebin Township, which are under the control of KNU brigades 1 and 3, respectively,
has forced a total of 154,866 civilians in these areas to flee their homes, the statement
claimed.

If correct, these numbers represent a dramatic escalation of the humanitarian crisis in
eastern Myanmar and other parts of the country that have seen strong resistance to last
year’s coup.

According to figures released by the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs
(OCHA) on July 31, the military takeover and its aftermath have produced more than
866,000 internally displaced persons (IDPs) nationwide.

Combined with the number of people displaced by pre-coup conflicts, this brings the current
number of IDPs in the country to more than 1.2m, according to OCHA’s estimates.

In its statement, the KNU said that there were also large numbers of IDPs in its territory in
Karen (Kayin) State, especially in Mutraw (Hpapun) District and Myawaddy Township.

However, exact figures were not available, it added.

According to the Karen Human Rights Group (KHRG), the military has also been obstructing
efforts to assist IDPs by preventing groups and individuals from transporting supplies to
people in need.

“It’s a huge human rights violation to prevent civilians from receiving humanitarian aid. So
many of the IDPs’ basic rights are being violated and they have no security at all,” said KHRG
spokesperson Saw Nandar Htoo.

Local humanitarian aid organisations say that basic necessities such as food and shelter are
in short supply.
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It was unclear how many civilian casualties there have been from the junta’s indiscriminate
shelling, but last Wednesday, there was one confirmed death in Htoe Wah Sike, a village in
Nyaunglebin Township.

The victim, a 52-year-old woman named San Oo, suffered multiple injuries after a shell
landed on her home, sources said. She died at the hospital later the same day.

The regime has also carried out numerous airstrikes against the KNU and its allies in the
area, resulting in civilian deaths and mass displacement, local sources have reported.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/knu-says-more-than-150000-displaced-in-its-
territory

Almost 40 Regime Soldiers Reportedly Killed in Clashes With Ethnic Rakhine Army
By THE IRRAWADDY | 16 August 2022

Some 37 Myanmar junta soldiers were killed on Saturday in clashes with the Rakhine ethnic
armed organization the Arakan Army (AA), according to the AA’s information department.

The AA and military regime troops clashed in three locations in western Myanmar’s Rakhine
State on Saturday, as well as in one location in neighboring Chin State’s Paletwa Township.

Thirty-one junta soldiers were killed in the clash in Rakhine’s Rathedaung Township near the
road linking Rathedaung and Maungdaw, while six more soldiers from the Sittwe-based
Light Infantry Battalion 270 were killed in a clash near Kyauk Pandu Village on the
Rathedaung-Maungdaw border, said the AA.

The Irrawaddy could not independently verify the AA’s claims about junta casualties.

In Maungdaw, the AA clashed with Light Infantry Battalion 325 near the frontier with
Bangladesh. There was also fighting between the AA and regime forces in the north of
Thahyatygon Village in Chin State’s Paletwa on Saturday, said the AA. A haul of weapons,
ammunition and military equipment were seized in those clashes, added the AA’s

information department.

Paletwa town. / The Irrawaddy

On Monday, the AA attacked hilltop
outposts of Light Infantry Battalion 289 in
Paletwa. The outposts are located some
two miles away from the battalion’s
base, said a Paletwa resident close to the
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“There are around six military outposts along the mountain ridge linked to Battalion 289.
Two outposts were attacked,” the resident told The Irrawaddy.

Light Infantry Battalion 289 provided artillery support for the outposts under attack, added
the Paletwa resident. The Irrawaddy was unable to contact AA spokesperson Khaing Thukha
for a comment.

Myanmar military forces and the AA also clashed around two weeks ago in Rathedaung and
Paletwa townships.

Paletwa residents are facing serious food shortages and soaring food prices since the junta
blocked the waterway linking Paletwa with Rakhine’s Kyauktaw, as well as the road linking
Paletwa and Matupi in Chin State.

At an August 11 press conference, AA spokesman Khaing Thukha said that there have been
frequent skirmishes in northern Maungdaw and Paletwa recently and that military tensions
are running high between the junta and the AA in the region.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/almost-40-regime-soldiers-reportedly-killed-in-

clashes-with-ethnic-rakhine-army-2.html

Clashes between junta forces and Arakan Army rattle Rakhine, Chin states

The fighting has already forced some residents to flee, and some fear that the renewed
hostilities will spread.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.08.16

Soldiers salute Arakan Army chief Major General Twan
Mrat Naing during a parade in Myanmar, April 6, 2018.
| Arakan Army deputy chief Brig. Gen. Nyo Twan
Awng/Twitter

Renewed fighting between Myanmar regime forces and

i , the Arakan Army has intensified in Rakhine and Chin
states with at least 10 clashes since July 18, following the dissolution of a fragile cease-
fire that had held for a year and a half, residents of the western states told RFA.

Junta troops have blocked roads connecting Rathedaung, Buthidaung and Maungdaw
townships in western Myanmar’s Rakhine state. More than 150 residents from at least
three villages have been displaced due to fighting in Rathedaung, locals said.

Clashes between junta forces and the Arakan Army (AA), which wants control of Rakhine
state and Paletwa township in Chin state, have been going on for about three weeks,

Page 10 of 43


https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/almost-40-regime-soldiers-reportedly-killed-in-clashes-with-ethnic-rakhine-army-2.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/almost-40-regime-soldiers-reportedly-killed-in-clashes-with-ethnic-rakhine-army-2.html

compounding difficulties people are facing because the military has closed all major
roads in the area, said a Paletwa resident who declined to be named for security reasons.

“We could hear explosions of heavy weapons,” he said. “Yesterday, the shelling started at
about 10 a.m. Fighting has been going on for over 20 days.”

A ship carrying freight that usually runs between Chin and Rakhine once a week has not
been traveling because of the armed conflict, cutting off the flow of goods to Paletwa, he
said.

“We don’t have any cooking oil, [and] the price of rice, which used to be just over 60,000
kyats [U.S. $28], is now over 100,000 kyats [U.S. $47],” the resident told RFA.

Myanmar military and AA forces had fought fiercely in Rakhine from December 2018 to
November 2020 over the latter’s demand for self-determination for the state’s Buddhist
Rakhine ethnic minority.

But the two sides struck an uneasy truce a few months before the military seized power
from a democratically elected government on Feb. 1, 2021 and Rakhine had been quiet
amid widespread protests and fighting against the coup and junta across the country of
54 million people.

"And so it begins: the hubris of the junta, who simply could not resist and opened up yet
another front, against a disciplined and well-armed adversary that’s kept its powder dry,"
wrote Zachary Abuza, a U.S. expert on Southeast Asian politics, on Twitter. "This will not
end well for the SAC," he said. The State Administration Council is the military regime's
formal name.

On Aug. 13 military and AA soldiers clashed about 1.2 kilometers (0.75 miles) north of
Paletwa’s Thu Htay Kone village. The AA said yesterday that fighting had occurred around
the area for about two weeks and that junta forces were mainly firing from a distance
with heavy weapons.

In northern Maungdaw township, locals said there were continuous battles in three
places in Rathedaung and Maungdaw townships on Aug. 13, following two battles in the
area on July 18.

Junta spokesman Maj. Gen. Zaw Min Tun blamed the AA for the fighting in the northern
part of Maungdaw that took place on July 26.

Roads closed

Kyaw Min Khaing, a resident of Rathedaung, said the military has shut off the roads
connecting the three Rakhine state townships because of the clashes.
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“The road connecting Ah Ngu Maw, Buthidaung and Maungdaw has been closed
indefinitely by the military,” he told RFA. “It is still impossible to travel from place to
place. Getting food and health care is difficult in that area. Right now, we cannot travel
there.”

More than 150 residents of Chein Khar Li, Koe Tan Kauk and Kyan Taing Aung villages in
Rathedaung have fled their homes because of the hostilities, he added.

One nearly two-hour skirmish that occurred 1.5 kilometers (0.93 miles) north of Done
Paik village in Rathedaung on Aug. 13 resulted in the deaths of 31 junta soldiers and the
AA’s seizure of weapons and ammunition, according to a statement issued by the guerilla
force on Monday.

Another battle took place near Maungdaw’s Kyauk Pan Tu village, near milestone 40 of
the Myanmar-Bangladesh border, during which at least six junta soldiers were killed, the
AA said.

During these battles, the AA also suffered casualties, but the ethnic armed group did not
disclose the number.

RFA has been unable to independently confirm the number of casualties reported by the
AA.

The AA predicts that the fighting will become more widespread because the Myanmar
military is bringing in reinforcements by large military vehicles as well as by ships and
helicopters.

The guerilla force said it would fight back the junta’s army with the help of allied ethnic
armed organizations and the public, and warned civilians in the area to remain on alert.

RFA could not reach Rakhine state junta spokesman Hla Thein for comment.

The national military has not released any statements about the renewed fighting in
Rakhine.

Pe Than, a veteran Rakhine politician and a former lawmaker from Myebon township,
agreed that the fighting will spread if the two sides cannot come to an agreement to end
their hostilities.

“If we don’t want these battles to continue, there must be some reconciliation,” he said.
“If they cannot talk over things, there will be more fighting and people will suffer. That's
why a dialogue between the two groups is important. Otherwise, | can see that there
would be more battles in one place or another.”
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Zachary Abuza, a professor at the National War College in Washington and an adjunct
at Georgetown University, writes commentaries for BenarNews, an RFA-affiliated
online news outlet.

Translated by Khin Maung Nyane for RFA Burmese. Written in English by Roseanne
Gerin.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/arakan-army-clashes-08162022180544.html

Myanmar’s Supply Chains Break Down Amid Fuel Shortages
By THE IRRAWADDY | 16 August 2022

Amid serious fuel shortages and price hikes across Myanmar, businesses say they will soon
halt operations unless availability improves.

Thanks to the regime’s foreign currency controls and the restricted supply of fuel, it is
becoming increasingly difficult to buy gasoline and diesel with prices exceeding 2,000 kyats
per liter.

A garment factory owner from Hlaing Tharyar in Yangon said: “Industrial zones that do not
have access to 24-hour electricity are struggling. They need fuel to operate and their daily
demand for diesel is huge. If we can’t buy fuel, we must close.

“At my factory, some buses couldn’t run on Saturday as they didn’t have fuel. Many
factories will have to halt operations within three days,” he added.

Many factories rely on generators because of limited electricity supplies and the entire
supply chain could come to a halt, he said.

As the regime has banned factories from buying fuel by the barrel at filling stations, they are
supplied by small bowsers at fixed prices plus transport charges. Sellers said their stocks are
running out.

Junta spokesman Major General Zaw Min Tun told the media on Monday that Myanmar has
60,000 tons of fuel in stock and more oil tankers are being emptied soon.

But on the ground gas stations are selling by quotas and it is difficult to buy fuel after 10am
in Yangon.

The prices set by the regime’s supervisory committee in Yangon are 2,320 kyats per liter of
92 Ron octane, 2,390 kyats for 95 Ron octane and 2,730 kyats for diesel.

On Monday, the regime said it would target filling stations in Yangon that are selling on a
guota basis.
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A fuel wholesaler said: “What can we do? They will arrest us or revoke our licenses. The SAC
[State Administration Council] can’t give us fuel. We have no stocks. We still have to queue
at Thilawa [port] to resupply. It’s not just Yangon, some filling stations have closed in
Mandalay.”

Kachin, Karen, Mon and Shan states and Tanintharyi, Sagaing and Magwe regions are also
facing shortages. Only 92 Ron octane is widely available and being sold at 2,400 kyats. Many
filling stations have closed.

Drivers outside Yangon have to buy fuel at higher rates than the regime’s fixed prices and
supplies do not meet demand, according to distributors.

Taxi drivers have been hit by the fuel crisis and restaurants are struggling.

A restaurateur in Yangon said: “Consumers are spending less due to high prices. Car owners
do not come because fuel is scarce. Customers are not using taxis as fares have increased.
We rely on fuel for refrigeration because of power outages.”

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmars-supply-chains-break-down-amid-fuel-

shortages.html

Don’t Bet on Myanmar Junta No. 2 Ousting His Boss
By THE IRRAWADDY | 16 August 2022

It is delusional to think that the Myanmar junta’s No. 2 man will seize power from the junta
boss and release the country’s detained civilian leaders.

But some observers like to imagine that deputy military chief Vice Senior General Soe Win
would take it upon himself to purge junta chief Min Aung Hlaing, given all the mistakes he
has been making.

But time and again, Soe Win has proved that he would never take such a step, and retains
allegiance to his senior.

Since seizing power last year, Min Aung Hlaing has made two long trips to Russia. The first
was in June 2021, just four months after the February coup, demonstrating his trust in his
deputy.

He also made a long visit to Russia in July this year, but the coup some people dreamed of
did not materialize. Soe Win’s loyalty to his senior means he has lost the opportunity to
salvage his name from the list of coup co-conspirators.

Most importantly, while Senior General Min Aung Hlaing, as the junta chief, is taking the
helm in managing the regime’s administrative affairs, his deputy Soe Win, as the deputy
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commander-in-chief of defense services and the commander-in-chief (Army), is responsible
mainly for overseeing offensive operations against all armed groups ranging from ethnic
armed organizations to People’s Defence Force groups (PDFs) to urban guerrilla units
launching hit-and-run attacks against regime targets in the cities, according to military
sources.

Over the past 18 months, Soe Win has proved to be a Min Aung Hlaing loyalist, committing
himself to crushing all anti-regime forces by launching airstrikes and deploying combatants.

“The deputy military chief is responsible for [waging] the war. Thanks to Soe Win, Min Aung
Hlaing has been able to maintain his position,” former captain Nyi Thuta, one of the first
military personnel to desert the military, recently told The Irrawaddy. Captain Nyi Thuta
formed the “People’s Goal” group to help military personnel wishing to join the Civil
Disobedience Movement, and has contact with active personnel.

Aside from Soe Win, other top generals include Chief of General Staff (Army, Navy and Air)
General Maung Maung Aye, Defense Minister General Mya Tun Oo, Lieutenant General Moe
Myint Tun, and Lieutenant General Ye Win Oo. But none of them are likely to want to risk
their current status as well as the dominant position of the military, which has control over
everything in Myanmar, to purge Min Aung Hlaing and hand power back to civilian leaders.

“The military officials do not like civilian rule, because their privileges were restricted,” said
former captain Nyi Thuta.

Min Aung Hlaing’s subservient junior

Soe Win surprisingly secured the No. 2 position in Myanmar’s military over more senior
generals, just like Min Aung Hlaing did.

Min Aung Hlaing was part of the 19th intake of the Defense Services Academy, while Soe
Win was from the 22nd. When former military dictator Than Shwe stepped down, he made
a surprising choice and handed the military to Min Aung Hlaing and Soe Win despite having
many other generals to choose from.

Than Shwe’s thinking was that the military chief would have to retire after the five-year
term of the first elected government. The deputy military chief would then have to lead the
military to maintain its role during the power transfer to the second elected government, a
follower of Than Shwe told The Irrawaddy.

“But then, Min Aung Hlaing breached that rule,” he said.

Min Aung Hlaing refused to retire after reaching 60 and had the retirement age extended
through a directive of the defense council, which he controls. Since the putsch, he has made
himself the country’s de facto military leader for life, while also removing the age restriction
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for the deputy military chief, in this case, Soe Win. In other words, Min Aung Hlaing unfairly
blocked Soe Win from becoming the military chief.

But Soe Win seems to be comfortable and has apparently never thought about using his
position to turn against his boss.

Besides being second in command of the entire armed forces, Soe Win is also commander-
in-chief (Army), a position that is more powerful than those of his Navy and Air Force
counterparts.

Rather, has has been busy attempting to crush the resistance for Min Aung Hlaing while
sharing his political stand.

“He is content with being the second man. He is only too satisfied to drink and fight,” said a
retired military officer.

In the not very distant past, in 1992, then deputy military chief General Than Shwe purged
his senior, military chief Senior General Saw Maung, who had a mental disorder. He also
objected to Saw Maung’s public statement that the army would return to the barracks after
handing power over to a winning party in the 1990 election. The National League for
Democracy (NLD) won a landslide victory in the election but was not allowed to take power.

In Myanmar’s modern military history dating back to 1962, no deputy chief or other high-
ranking military officer has ever seized power from his chief to hand it back to an elected
government.

Soe Win, the silent killer

Soe Win holds the highest rank among his classmates from the 22nd intake. But he was not
as popular as his friends. U Ye Htut, who served as the spokesman and information minister
under the U Thein Sein’s government, was for a long time the best-known figure from the
intake.

Other well-known individuals include retired Navy chief Admiral Thura Thet Swe, former
Home Minister Lieutenant-General Kyaw Shwe, former Defense Minister Lieutenant-
General Hla Min, Energy Minister U Zeya Aung and Lieutenant-General Yar Pyae, who leads
the regime’s peace negotiation team.

Soe Win is known as an inscrutable and quiet man. But he is a silent killer. He is responsible
for the ongoing violence against civilians and for the clearance operations against the
Rohingya in 2017. The US-sanctioned officer does not seem to have any regrets about any of
those atrocities.

“The deputy military chief has become even more active since the coup,” said a former
military officer.
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Soe Win was born in 1960. He joined the 22nd intake of the Defense Services Academy in
1976, and served in various positions including commander of Light Infantry Battalion 379 in
Minbya in northern Rakhine from 1981 to 2001. He became a tactical commander at North-
Western Command in 2003, the commander of the 10th Military Operations Command in
2005, and the commandant of the combat training school (Ba Htoo) in 2006. He was
appointed the commander of Northern Command in 2008. In 2010, he was brought back to
Naypyitaw as the chief of the Bureau of Special Operations and promoted to lieutenant
general. He became the deputy military chief in March 2011.

Will Soe Win become military chief?

Min Aung Hlaing’s presidential dream is an open secret. If he were to take the presidency,
he would only leave someone he can trust as the military chief. There is no one else except
Soe Win. Though Lt-Gen Moe Myint Tun was previously widely tipped to be the next military
chief, Min Aung Hlaing would not take Soe Win into the cabinet as vice president, a position
that does not have any power, and leave the military to a young and inexperienced general.

The third-most powerful men, chief of general staff (Army, Navy and Air) General Maung
Maung Aye and Defense Minister General Mya Tun Oo are from the 25th intake of the
Defense Services Academy and neither is likely to become the military chief.

Soe Win has probably foreseen that the military chief position is waiting for him once Min
Aung Hlaing steps down, and thus has no reason to want to purge Min Aung Hlaing.

Soe Win has kept a low profile and has made sure he does not appear to be ambitious.

In reality, he is a not only co-conspirator behind the coup and protector of Min Aung Hlaing,
but also the key general overseeing the bloody military offensive against EAOs, PDFs and
civilians in the country.

So, for those delusional people who have not already done so, it is time to discard any
wishful thinking that Soe Win would stage a coup against Min Aung Hlaing, let alone hand
power back to the ousted NLD government.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/analysis/dont-bet-on-myanmar-junta-no-2-ousting-

his-boss.html

UN Envoy Arrives in Myanmar
| VOA News

The U.N.’s special envoy for Myanmar visited the country for the first time Tuesday, nearly
10 months after being appointed to the post.
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FILE - Myanmar citizens protest against the military
coup in front of the UN office in Bangkok, Thailand
Feb. 17, 2021.

A U.N. statement said Noeleen Heyzer “will focus
on addressing the deteriorating situation and

immediate concerns” following the U.N. Security
Council’s latest call for an immediate halt to all violence and for unimpeded humanitarian
access.

The U.N. did not detail any specific details of her plans during the visit, but said it comes
after “extensive consultations with actors from across the political spectrum, civil society as
well as communities affected by the ongoing conflict.”

Heyzer arrived a day after a court found ousted leader Aung San Suu Kyi guilty in four
corruption cases and sentenced her to six years in prison.

The cases involved allegations that Suu Kyi leased government-owned land at a discounted
rate and misused charitable funds to build a home.

Suu Kyi denied all the charges that have been filed against her after the military ousted her
government and detained her in February 2021.

Suu Kyi was sentenced in earlier cases to 11 years in prison and is being held in solitary
confinement in a jail in Myanmar’s capital, Naypyitaw.

Suu Kyi’s National League for Democracy party won the November 2020 general elections in
a landslide over the military-backed Union Solidarity and Development Party. The junta
claimed widespread electoral fraud in the elections as its reason for toppling the civilian
government and invalidating the results.

The civilian electoral commission denied the fraud allegations before it was disbanded.

Some information in this report came from The Associated Press, Reuters and Agence
France-Presse.

https://www.voanews.com/a/un-envoy-arrives-in-myanmar/6703294.html

US and EU condemn unjust jail term for Aung San Suu Kyi
By AFP |16 August 2022

The latest sentence handed to Myanmar's Aung San Suu Kyi is an "affront to justice and rule
of law", the United States said Monday after the ousted leader was convicted of corruption
and jailed for six years.
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The US Capitol Building on Capitol Hill in
Washington, DC, USA, 10 May 2022. Photo:
EPA

The ousted civilian leader now faces 17 years in
jail following the latest conviction.

X "
- 2

Tt "The Burma military regime's unjust arrest,

I

T

State Department spokesperson said.

7 conviction, and sentencing of Aung San Suu Kyi

is an affront to justice and the rule of law," a

The US government has called for the release of Aung San Suu Kyi and other former
National League for Democracy (NLD) politicians who were arrested in the wake of the 1
February 2021 military coup.

Washington has called for a return to democracy in Myanmar and an end to attacks on
civilians and the end to incarceration of people on political grounds. The US government
voiced its horror at the execution last month of four pro-democracy activists, including
former lawmaker Phyo Zeya Thaw of the NLD.

Meanwhile, the EU's foreign policy chief Josep Borrell on Monday condemned a Myanmar

court's "unjust" sentencing of Aung San Suu Kyi to six years for corruption, calling for her

immediate release.

"I condemn the unjust sentence of Aung San Suu Kyi to an additional six years of detention,"
Borrell wrote on Twitter, calling on the Myanmar regime to "immediately and
unconditionally release her".

He also urged the Asian nation's military junta to release "all political prisoners, and respect
the will of the people".

https://www.mizzima.com/article/us-and-eu-condemn-unjust-jail-term-aung-san-suu-kyi
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