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Myanmar Regime Sentences Suu Kyi to a Further Six Years in Prison on Corruption Charges
By THE IRRAWADDY | 15 August 2022

A Myanmar junta court sentenced the country’s ousted leader Daw Aung San Suu Kyi to an
additional six years in prison on Monday, finding her guilty of further corruption charges,
relating to a charity she founded in memory of her late mother.

In the four corruption cases decided on Monday, a special court in Naypyitaw Prison, where
Suu Kyi is being held in solitary confinement, said that the 77-year old leader of the National
League for Democracy Party misused her power to rent public land at below market prices
and to build a residence with donations intended for Suu Kyi’s charity, the Daw Khin Kyi
Foundation.

Sources close to the court said Daw Aung San Suu Kyi complained that the verdict was unfair
and has asked her lawyers to appeal.

Since her arrest following last year’s coup, the military regime has filed 20 charges against
Suu Kyi, including 13 corruption cases.

She faces a potential combined prison term of 164 years if found guilty of all 20 charges, with the
regime seemingly determined to ensure that their politically-motivated charges keep Suu Kyi behind
bars for the rest of her life.

So far, she has been sentenced to 17 years in jail on six charges.

In May, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi was sentenced to five years in prison for accepting bribes from the
then Yangon Region Chief Minister U Phyo Min Thein, who testified in October last year that he gave
her seven viss (around 11.4kg) of gold and US$600,000 in 2017 and 2018.

The verdict was based only U Phyo Min Thein’s testimony and there is no evidence of the gold or
dollars being received by Suu Kyi.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-regime-sentences-suu-kyi-to-a-

further-six-years-in-prison-on-corruption-charges.html

Myanmar military sentences Suu Kyi to six more years in prison

The detained State Counsellor is facing a total of 17 years behind bars, with nine more
charges pending

Myanmar Now | Published on Aug 15, 2022

A junta court in Naypyitaw sentenced ousted civilian leader Aung San Suu Kyi to six more
years in prison on Monday after convicting her of four corruption charges, sources close to
the case said.
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Aung San Suu Kyi has been in military custody since her
government was ousted on February 1 (EPA)

Months after the military overthrew her National
League for Democracy (NLD) administration, the coup

regime charged Suu Kyi with abusing her position as

party leader to benefit a private foundation named after
her mother, Daw Khin Kyi, as well as an affiliated
project.

The junta claimed that the State Counsellor used her influence to enable the Daw Khin Kyi
Foundation to lease land for its headquarters in Yangon’s Bahan Township at below-market
rates, costing the country 5.2 billion kyat (US$3.16 million) in revenue.

A similar claim was made regarding the foundation’s purchase of land in Naypyitaw for the
La Yaung Taw agriculture and vocational training school. The state lost more than 19 billion
kyat ($11.5 million) through that transaction, the regime said.

The charges were laid out under Sections 55 and 63 of Myanmar’s Anti-Corruption Law,
carrying a maximum prison sentence of 15 years. Suu Kyi pleaded not guilty on all counts.

Judge Myint San from the Mandalay Region high court delivered Monday’s verdicts against
the deposed leader. They included a combined three-year prison term for three of the
corruption charges related to the Daw Khin Kyi Foundation’s land purchase in Naypyitaw,
and an additional three years’ incarceration for a fourth conviction concerning the
foundation’s lease of land in Yangon.

Suu Kyi, who turned 77 in June, had been sentenced to 11 years’ imprisonment in

December, January and April for six other convictions.
At the time of reporting, her total prison term was 17 years.

Nine more charges are still pending against the State Counsellor, including those regarding
two more corruption allegations brought forward by businessman Maung Weik, the

purchase of a helicopter for disaster management purposes, and alleged election fraud.

Suu Kyi has been arbitrarily detained in military custody since the February 1, 2021 coup.
The junta transferred her from a previously unknown location to the Naypyitaw Detention
Centre in July and has since imposed tight security around the site.

While it is not known exactly where the State Counsellor is being held within the compound,
sources who regularly visit the location have described her quarters as being within a
rudimentary 13-by-14-foot building on a fenced plot of land.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-military-sentences-suu-kyi-to-six-more-

years-in-prison
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Myanmar Civilian Govt Demands Answers After International NGOs Appear to Recognize
Junta

By THE IRRAWADDY | 15 August 2022

Myanmar’s civilian National Unity Government (NUG) has asked 12 international
organizations to apologize for signing an open letter that appeared to legtimize the junta.

The Human Rights Watch (HRW) letter, was also apparently signed by Save the Children,
Amnesty International and other organizations, ahead of the United Nations Transforming
Education Summit in New York addressed junta chief Min Aung Hlaing as the “Honorable
Prime Minister of the Government of Myanmar”.

The letter mentioned the right to education. The regime, however, has killed more than 140
children and carries out raids, attacks and airstrikes on schools and arrests children and uses
wanted activists’ children as hostages.

World Vision International, Plan International, World Organization for Early Childhood
Education, Malala Fund, KidsRights, Global Campaign for Education, Defense for Children
International, Campafia Latinoamericana por el Derecho a la Educacién and Avazz also
signed the letter.

The letter referred to the junta’s foreign minister Wanna Maung Lwin as “HE minister of
foreign affairs” and Kyaw Zeya as “ambassador extraordinary to France and permanent
delegate to UNESCO”.

The letter spread on social media on Friday, sparking outrage with comments calling it
“backstabbing” and “shameless.” HRW on Saturday tweeted its deep regret for the mistake.

HRW said the letter was unfortunately addressed to Min Aung Hlaing without the input of
the New York-based organization’s staff working on Myanmar.

“This administrative error should not be construed to imply in any way that Human Rights
Watch recognizes the junta as the legitimate government of Myanmar. Human Rights Watch
apologizes for this error and formally withdraws the communication to Min Aung Hlaing,” it
stated.

Save the Children and Amnesty International both said they had no knowledge of the letter
addressing the junta chief and the junta members.

A NUG statement said: “The joint letter is supremely insulting to Myanmar’s people and
damaging to the reputation of the 12 signatories.”

It acknowledged HRW's apology but said, “this too falls woefully short”.
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“The NUG expects the 12 signatory organizations to issue a fuller apology to the people of
Myanmar that also recognizes the National Unity Government as the legitimate
[government].”

The 12 organizations should urgently determine how the serious mistake occurred and
introduce procedures to prevent future errors.

A total of 386 civil society organizations in Myanmar said they were outraged by the “gross
mistake” and “misrepresentation” in the joint letter.

“This is an affront to the people of Myanmar who have sacrificed their lives,” the groups
said in the open letter.

Min Aung Hlaing is not the “prime minister” and the junta is neither a legitimate
government nor does it control several key functions of government, the groups stated.

“They must not be referred to and addressed as the representatives of the state of
Myanmar,” the groups said, calling on the 12 organizations to withdraw the letter and make
a formal apology.

The groups said the NUG is the only entity that can legitimately represent Myanmar at the
UNESCO conference.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-civilian-govt-demands-answers-after-

international-ngos-appear-to-recognize-junta.html

Myanmar Political Prisoners on Hunger Strike Beaten and Placed in Solitary Confinement
By THE IRRAWADDY | 15 August 2022

Political prisoners on hunger strike at Mandalay’s Obo Prison have been beaten and placed
in solitary confinement since August 3, and are being denied medical treatment, said prison
sources.

Some 19 political prisoners are currently being held in solitary confinement. Four are anti-
regime protesters, including Ko Naung Htet Aung from the Basic Education General Strike
Committee, who were placed in solitary confinement on August 3. Another 15 political
prisoners were placed in solitary after August 9, according to prison sources.

Relatives and colleagues are concerned about the health of Ko Naung Htet Aung, a former
chairperson of the Yangon Education University Students Union, who was badly beaten by
prison authorities.

A member of the All Burma Federation of Student Unions (ABFSU) said: “Ko Naung Htet
Aung lost three teeth and was also beaten on his head and shoulders. We have learned that
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political prisoners including him are being denied medical treatment. So we are working for
them to be able to receive medical treatment.”

Ko Naung Htet Aung was sentenced on August 10 to three years in jail by a junta court
inside Obo Prison for incitement under Section 505(a) of the Penal Code, said an ABFSU
member.

Political prisoners being held at Obo staged a hunger strike from August 1 in protest at the
military regime’s executions of pro-democracy activists Ko Jimmy, Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw, Ko
Hla Myo Aung and Ko Aung Thura Zaw. Some 40 anti-junta prisoners joined the hunger
strike and on August 3 four of them were placed in solitary confinement.

On August 9, a prisoner being held for criminal offences seized a care package sent to a
political prisoner with the same name. A brawl erupted when political prisoners complained
to prison authorities about the incident. Anti-regime protesters were subsequently beaten
by a prison official and convicts being held for committing crimes.

As many as 30 political prisoners were beaten and 15 were subsequently placed in solitary
confinement.

An ABFSU member said that the prison authorities instigated the brawl between the
political prisoners and criminal prisoners, as they needed an excuse to punish the political
prisoners on hunger strike.

“Political prisoners are being held with criminal prisoners. Criminal prisoners have taken the
care packages sent to political prisoners. When the political prisoners complained, the
prison authorities got the criminal prisoners to beat political prisoners. The political
prisoners were then placed in solitary confinement. It was a deliberate set-up by the prison
authorities,” said the ABFSU member.

The ABFSU said that it supported the political prisoners’ hunger strike as a way of
demonstrating opposition to the unfair judicial system.

The anti-regime prisoners on hunger strike are demanding that prisoners on death row be
spared, that political prisoners be released as requested by the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations, that political prisoners be allowed visits by relatives and that restrictions on
their rights be lifted.

The ABFSU and student unions have called on the public and anti-regime media to publicize
the plight of political prisoners at Obo Prison, as the junta has imposed a news blackout on
their ill-treatment.

Some 125 people have been given death sentences by regime courts since last year’s coup,
according to the Assistance Association of Political Prisoners.
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Myanmar Regime Troops Kill 17 Civilians in Two Days in Sagaing
By THE IRRAWADDY | 15 August 2022

A total of 17 civilians, including a child, have been killed in a Myanmar junta raid and
airstrikes on a Sagaing Region village.

On Thursday around 60 regime soldiers, airlifted by helicopters, occupied Yin Paung Taing
village in the south of Yinmabin Township after three Russian-made MI-35 helicopters
attacked villagers using machine guns and rockets.

The villagers were preparing a meal for resistance fighters from Chin State. Many villagers
and Chin People’s Defense Force members were trapped in the village while around 3,000
residents escaped.

Overnight most of the resistance members escaped after a shootout with regime forces.

On Friday, approximately 90 more regime reinforcements were dropped by helicopter and
an MI-35 attacked after resistance groups tried to evacuate the trapped civilians.

On Sunday, regime troops left the village and residents found 17 bodies, including the
remains of six people burned by troops.

Twelve were Yin Paung Tiaing villagers, according to residents and the Young Ranger Force
(YRF), a resistance force.

Ko Bala of the group told The Irrawaddy on Monday that a 10-year-old girl and villager Daw
Nwe Nwe, 52, were killed by helicopter bombs.

“We will live without any worry when we annihilate the regime. Until then there is nowhere
safe for everyone,” he said.

Villagers Ko Thaw Phone Naing, 17, Ko Saung Win Latt, 40, U Mg Myint, 55, Ko Nyein Thu
Aung, 24, Daw Yi Myint, 45, U Kyaw Win Swe, 73, and Ko Pwa Gyi, 45, who suffered from
mental illness, were shot dead by troops.

Villagers Daw Khin Mya, 85, and Daw Ni, 62, starved to death while trapped in the village.
U Kyaw Hmawe, 67, died while fleeing junta airstrikes, according to the YRF.

Residents found five other bodies, one of which was confirmed as an ethnic Chin resistance
fighter, a villager told The Irrawaddy.
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Pro-regime Telegram channels reported last Friday that seven resistance fighters were killed
and many firearms and ammunition were seized during the raid.

Regime forces torched about six buildings and many houses were bombed, residents said.

The troops took around 32 villagers as human shields as they raided villages in Pale
Township on Sunday.

Shootouts broke out with resistance forces on Sunday.
The casualty numbers are unknown.
Since Thursday, around 7,000 residents from seven villages have fled their homes.

Amid repeated resistance attacks, regime forces have relentlessly committed atrocities,
including the arbitrary killing of civilians, torturing and burning people alive, using civilians
as human shields, air and artillery strikes on residential areas, looting and burning houses
and acts of sexual violence.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-regime-troops-kill-17-civilians-in-two-

days-in-sagaing.html

Over 900 Myanmar junta soldiers killed in battles in Chin and Sagaing over six months

By Mizzima | 15 August 2022

“ The Chinland Joint Defense Committee (CJDC)
announced in a statement that 220 military clashes
took place in Chin State and Sagaing Region from 1
February to 31 July 2022, with 927 Military Council
soldiers killed.

According to the CIDC report released 11 August, the

. e 7 ¥, 8 junta has been launching offensives in Chin State
with all of its forces, and the CIDC and local resistance forces have been fighting back.

The clashes between junta troops and local resistance forces from Chin state and Sagaing
Region occurred twice in Tonzang, seven times in Paletwa, nine times in Thantlang, 13 times
in Tedim, 18 times in Matupi, 23 times in the Kalay-Kabaw-Gangaw region, 24 times in
Kanpetlet, 35 times in Mindat, 44 times in Falam, and 45 times in Hakha respectively.

According to the CJDC, this tally does not include small-scale military operations in
townships.

During these clashes, 53 members of the CIDC were also killed, according to the statement.
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“As there are only six months left for the Military Council (under their six-month extension
of the state of emergency), we believe that the operations will intensify and there will be
more battles. We are also making preparations for that,” Salai Timmy, Secretary General of
the CJIDC told Mizzima.

There was recently a battle with the Military Council troops and local resistance forces near
Thee River, Chin State and there are daily operations near the village of Thayarkone-HaKha
Lay which connects Kalay Town and Chin Mountain, and there are also junta offensives in
Kanpelet Township and Zotung's Ram Zee village.

The Chinland Joint Defense Committee (CJDC) consists of 18 groups of Chin defense forces
including the Chin National Army (CNA), the composition of which is based on race and
territory.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/over-900-myanmar-junta-soldiers-killed-battles-chin-

and-sagaing-over-six-months

Myanmar military lays waste to Depayin commercial hub

Hundreds of homes and businesses were destroyed in a prosperous village over a period of
three days, sources said

Thura Maung | Published on Aug 15, 2022

The village of Mu Kan Gyi, seen on August 11
(Supplied)

Mu Kan Gyi, an important commercial centre
in Sagaing Region’s Depayin Township, is
largely in ruins after a three-day rampage by
regime forces early last week, according to
local sources.

e i - o Sl Residents of the village of more than 800
households, located on the Muu River some 30km southeast of the town of Depayin, said
that a number of buildings were still burning there Friday morning, two days after an
occupation that began on Monday had ended.

“Much of the village was reduced to ashes. Smoke was rising from haystacks. Pieces of
charred rooftops were scattered all over the place. Everything inside the houses was lost as
well,” said a resident who had returned to survey the damage.

Around 100 junta troops carried out the arson attacks, which residents said targeted the
larger homes and businesses in the prosperous village.
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One woman said she lost not only her home but also her rice mill and stockpiles of rice,
which she valued at a total of 100m kyat ($47,500).

“I don’t even dare go back there now,” she said. “I have nothing to go back to. | don’t know
what | am supposed to do anymore,” she said.

// " A house destroyed in Mu Kan Gyi, seen on August

ORI, 2 11 (Supplied)

Meanwhile, another army column sent from
neighbouring Ayadaw Township continues to
occupy Let Hlote, a village about 3km from Mu Kan
Gyi, further deterring the return of around 5,000
displaced villagers.

“There’s nowhere for them to stay even if they
return to the village. We're going to have to try to accommodate them in monasteries,” the
leader of a local resistance group told Myanmar Now.

There are around a dozen monasteries in and around Mu Kan Gyi, which as a major hub for
commercial activity in the area also has streets filled with shops and rice mills.

According to local defence forces, the junta troops that carried out the arson attacks on Mu
Kan Gyi are from Light Infantry Battalion 376, stationed in the village of Kyauk Taw.

Mu Kan Gyi was previously raided on June 24, when some 200 houses were destroyed by
fire and one member of a resistance group was killed.

“l can understand when they capture and kill us, because we’re at war. But burning down
entire villages doesn’t make any sense to me. It’s just irredeemably cruel,” said the
resistance group leader.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-military-lays-waste-to-depayin-

commercial-hub

Regime Steps Up Arrests In Shan State
By SHAN - August 14, 2022

The military detained five youths from the town of Aye Thayar in Taunggyi District, accusing
them of providing financial support to the local People’s Defence Force (PDF) group fighting
the regime in this region of southern Shan State.
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“They came at midnight to take the youths away and because it was already late, no one left
their homes to watch the arrests,” an anonymous man close to one of the victim’s families
told SHAN about the incident, which took place on 6 August.

Soldiers took the three men and two women to the No. 1 police station in Taunggyi town.
The source said Yun Wei Hteik was among the five arrested, but did not know the names of
the other four people.

According to a male youth from Aye Thayar who
requested anonymity, Yun Wei Hteik, who lives in Ward
7, owns a clothing shop in Aye Thiri Market in the town.

“She was an active participant in the protests against
the military regime and shared many (online) posts
about the resistance movement, but she’s not
connected with the PDF. She was arrested because of
informants,” he told SHAN.

On the same day, the BA also arrested an employee of Sao San Htun Hospital in Taunggyi for
a comment she’d posted on Facebook against the military regime. The woman was released
the next day after signing a letter.

Two restaurateurs from Nawngkio Township were arrested after being accused of having
links to the PDF on 7 August. A woman who requested anonymity told SHAN that the army
was still holding the two, but she didn’t know where.

Another local source, who also asked that his name not be used, said BA tried to arrest
civilians suspected of working with the PDF in August, but couldn’t say how many people
were taken away by soldiers. Others told SHAN that at least 14 people, including some
business owners, had been arrested this month.

The woman said after the BA started trying to arrest business owners in the township some
have stopped sleeping in their homes.

According to the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners, the junta has detained 15,097
people, of whom 3,075 have been released, while 2,189 people have been killed.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/25262
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“Political Problems should be Solved by Political Means”: NMSP announcement on 75th
Diamond Jubilee Ceremony of Mon Revolution Day

monnews | 13 August 2022

On the 75th Diamond Jubilee Ceremony Mon
Revolution Day, the New Mon State Party (NMSP)
announced their position of “solving political
problems through political means”.

; : The NMSP continues to stand with the Peace
Process Steering Team ( PPST) which includes the participation of 10 ethnic armed
organizations that have each signed the Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement ( NCA).

The New Mon State Party is currently meeting with the Myanmar Military. It is believed the
discussion agenda includes the establishment of a Mon state and related Mon national
issues. It is speculated that building a federal state structure that is inclusive of ethnic
peoples may also be under discussion

“Currently, while training the new generation of revolutionaries, (to be active within) the
party, ethnic armed forces, and (while also promoting) regional and national unity, we will
continue to open the door to political discussion,” stated the NMSP to the public and all
patriotic comrades.

Chair Nai Hong Sar and other top leaders of the NMSP attended the Diamond Jubilee
Ceremony Revolution Day ceremony.

The event took place in the morning on 11 August at the NMSP headquarters in Ye Chaung
Phyar region of Mon State.

The New Mon State Party also held a ceremony in the districts of Mawlamyine, Dawei
Thathong and Three Pagoda Pass. Those events also took place in the morning of the 11th
and included honor guard columns.

There was a flag salute to deceased Mon martyrs and fallen revolutionary soldiers.

The NMSP party statement was read as well as the Chairs message, which
acknowledged those who died during the revolution, and the names of those who worked
diligently during the revolution were read in order.

The ceremonies ended with shouts of “All the Mon people should unite”, “The Mon
national liberation revolution must succeed”, “A new Mon country must emerge”.

Historical records show that the Mon revolution began with a group of youth, who chose to
stand against their oppression and abuse of the Anti-Fascist People’s Freedom League
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(AFPFL) government. The youth group attacked the Zar Ta Pyin police station, in Hpa-an
Township on the full moon day of WarKaung 1948.

https://monnews.org/2022/08/12/political-problems-should-be-solved-by-political-means-

nmsp-announcement-on-75th-diamond-jubilee-ceremony-of-mon-revolution-day/

Kayah Resistance Groups Claim 19 Myanmar Junta Deaths
By NORA AUNG | 15 August 2022

Fighting between resistance forces in Kayah State and Myanmar’s regime forces has left an
estimated 19 junta troops dead in Hpruso, Demoso, Bawlakhe and Shadaw townships,
according to the Karenni Nationalities Defense Force (KNDF).

KNDF Battalion 15 stated on Sunday that it killed about four regime soldiers and took their
weapons in Hpruso.

Around 30 regime troops from the military training school in Hpruso clashed with the KNDF
and Karenni Army (KA) and one regime soldier was killed on August 10.

Three more troops were killed and weapons seized when approximately 150 Light Infantry
Battalion 531 soldiers clashed with resistance forces in eastern Hpruso.

The KNDF said there were no resistance casualties.

On August 9, approximately 200 regime troops attacked resistance forces in Hpruso and one
Loikaw People’s Defense Force (PDF) member reportedly died.

The Irrawaddy could not independently verify the reports.

From August 7 to 13 in Shadaw four clashes were reported between the KNDF and KA and
regime troops, with around eight junta deaths.

Approximately six regime troops were killed from August 9 to 11 in Demoso Township.
Heavy fighting was also reported in Demoso Township on Monday.

“l heard heavy shelling and many gunshots on Sunday and Monday,” said a Demoso
resident.

On August 11, KNDF and KA attacked regime forces camp at Chaungku bridge in Bawlakhe
Township and said they killed one soldier.

More than 1,000 regime troops from Light Infantry Divisions 66 and 16 clashed with
resistance fighters.
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A Moebye PDF spokesman told The Irrawaddy that he thought the regime was trying to
control western Demoso to reinforce Bawlakhe Township and take control of the Thai
border to block resistance food and weapon supplies.

The fighting and shelling are intense in Demoso Township, he said.

A 70-year-old was killed and two others wounded on August 8 in three regime airstrikes on
residential areas of Loikaw.

Jets attacked Dawpapar village near Loilin Lay, a town in Loikaw District, said the KNDF.

A Free Burma Rangers member uploaded a video to social media of children hiding in a
bomb shelter, reciting phrases from the Bible, on August 8 in Dawpapar.

A majority of Kayah State’s 200,000 residents have been displaced, according to the Karenni
Human Rights Group.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/kayah-resistance-groups-claim-19-myanmar-

junta-deaths.html

WEFP Stops Assistance To Displaced Kutkai Villagers
By Network Media Group | Monday, August 15, 2022

The World Food Programme (WFP) has cut off much-
needed assistance to hundreds of villagers who were
forced from their homes after fighting broke out in
Kutkai Township.

”"We're facing so many difficulties after running out of
food,” says a woman who runs a KBC internally

displaced person’s (IDPs) camp in the Mongsi area.
Since June, WFP has stopped providing food to the 250 residents and other organisations
aren’t helping them at the moment.

Another IDP said: "Because we don’t have enough rice, we have to feed ourselves with
bamboo shoots and other vegetables, and the children and elderly are malnourished.” The
IDPs also have to forage for mushrooms and snails to increase the nutritional value of their
food.

“Just talking about it makes me want to cry. We cannot afford to buy an egg!”

Everyone expected they would continue receiving support until the end of the year.
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The IDPs fled fighting between the Burma Army and the Kachin Independence Army near
their homes in 2011. They lived in Kutkai Baptist Church until 2020 and then moved to the
camp in 2020 when the church commemorated its 100th anniversary.

Villagers uprooted by the various conflicts between armed groups in other regions of
northern Shan and Kachin states also find that their aid has stopped or that donor groups
cannot reach them because of the fighting and restrictions imposed by the military regime.

https://www.nmg-news.net/2022/08/15/20511

Myanmar Parties Told They Need Junta OK Before Speaking to Foreigners
By THE IRRAWADDY | 15 August 2022

The Myanmar military regime has barred political parties from speaking with international
organizations or foreigners without permission from its electoral body.

The junta’s Union Election Commission (UEC) issued a notice on Aug. 11 requiring political
parties to seek its prior approval before meeting foreign organizations and individuals.

Citing sections 407 (c) and 408 of the military-drafted 2008 constitution, and Section 6 (f) of
the Political Parties Registration Law, the UEC warned that any parties failing to follow the
instruction face dissolution.

The articles say a political party will have its registration revoked “if it directly or indirectly
receives and expends financial, material and other assistance from a foreign government, a
religious association, other association or a person from a foreign country.”

Political parties have criticized the move, calling it an attempt to directly control their
international relations.

U Ko Ko Gyi, the chairman of the People’s Party, said: “It is normal for political parties to
hold talks and have external relations. There are no laws and rules that bar such a meeting.
And the notice didn’t specify how many days it will take to reply. Does that mean we are not
allowed to meet until it replies or issues an approval? It is quite unreasonable that we will
be considered to have breached the law just by meeting them.”

Political parties also pointed out that the new instruction could make them subject to
abolition if they meet international media agencies.

After declaring a state of emergency following its takeover, the military reconstituted the
UEC, appointing U Thein Soe as its chairman. U Thein Soe served as the judge advocate-
general under the previous military regime, and was the chairman of the inaugural election
body formed under the 2008 constitution to hold the general election in 2010.
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U Thein Soe’s UEC canceled the results of the 2020 general election, which Daw Aung San
Suu Kyi’s National League for Democracy won in a landside.

The junta’s UEC has accused foreign embassies in Myanmar, international nongovernmental
organizations and their affiliated local civil society organizations of having intervened in the
2020 election.

The regime has promised a new election in August next year, and also announced a plan to
switch from the current first-past-the-post electoral system to the proportional
representation system.

An NLD member refused to comment on the UEC's directive, saying the party does not
recognize the electoral body of the junta, as it seized power unfairly.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/myanmar-parties-told-they-need-junta-ok-before-

speaking-to-foreigners.html

Chinese Mega Project in Myanmar ‘Not Affected’ by Owner’s Arrest: Company Official
By THE IRRAWADDY |15 August 2022

The recent arrest of a controversial Chinese businessman by Thai police for running an
illegal online casino would not have impact on his mega project and gaming venture in
Myanmar, said an official from the company that is operating the project near the Thai
border.

She Zhijiang was arrested in Bangkok last week. He is the subject of an international arrest
warrant for allegedly running an illegal online casino, Thai police said Saturday.

Chinese and other media reports say the 40-year-old has been on the run from Chinese
authorities since 2012. He has had controversial mega projects and gaming ventures in
Cambodia and at Shwe Kokko in Myanmar’s Karen state, as well as a lottery venture in the
Philippines.

An official from Myanmar Yatai International Co., Ltd, which is developing the Shwe Kokko
project, told The Irrawaddy on Monday that he had learned about the arrest.

“It won’t have any impact on Shwe Kokko. He may be arrested for his activities in other
countries,” he said, requesting anonymity due to the sensitivity of the issue.

Initiated as a new city project near the Thai border in 2017, the USS15-billion project is a
collaboration between the BGF—a Myanmar military-backed armed group led by Colonel
Chit Thu formerly known as the Democratic Karen Buddhist Army (DKBA)—and a Hong
Kong-registered company, Yatai International Holding Group (IHG). Myanmar Yatai
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International Co., Ltd is registered in Myanmar as a collaboration between IHG and Chit Lin
Myaning, a company run by the Karen Border Guard Force (BGF) active in the Shwe Kokko
area near Myawaddy Township in Myanmar’s Karen State. She Zhijiang is the chairman of
Yatai Group.

However it was halted and investigated by the National League for Democracy (NLD)
government in 2019 due to a lack of transparency, land confiscations, confusion over the
scale of construction and the growing influx of Chinese money as well as suspected illicit
activity involving casino businesses. The Chinese Embassy in Yangon expressed support for
Myanmar’s move to investigate the irregularities.

In 2020, however, Yatai IHG’s management continued its gambling operations in the new
city, which was only partially finished, in spite of a coronavirus lockdown. That year, both
Thai and Chinese citizens were arrested in Mae Sot by Thai border police after entering
Thailand illegally. Those arrested confessed to having worked at casinos within Shwe Kokko.
Their testimony indicates that both online and traditional casinos are still operating in Karen
State.

Colonel Chit Thu told The Irrawaddy on Monday that the new city project is currently halted.
He couldn’t say exactly how it would be affected by the arrest of She.

“I think he was arrested for what he was involved in before the Shwe Kokko project,” the
colonel said.

When asked about gambling in the new city, he said Shwe Kokko is not a gambling city.
“We only have a little casino venue,” he said.

Interpol issued a red notice for She in May 2021. He faces criminal charges in China related
to running a casino and could face a maximum penalty of 10 years in jail, AFP reported.

Between January 2018 and February 2021, She — who heads up a “criminal gang” —
colluded with others to register companies, and research and develop online gambling
platforms, the red notice says.

The notice adds that online gambling websites including Hongshulin, Yigou and Yiyou
International were set up and 330,000 gamblers were recruited.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/chinese-mega-project-in-myanmar-not-affected-

by-owners-arrest-company-official.html
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