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Four members of ‘dynamite squad’ killed in Khin-U Township

The four were preparing for an attack on one junta column when they were caught and killed
by another

Thura Maung | Published on Nov 1, 2022

Local defence team members in Sagaing Region in October
(Myanmar Now)

Four members of a defence team in Sagaing Region’s Khin-U
Township were killed on Saturday after they were caught
trying to plant mines, according to a spokesperson for their

group.

The incident occurred near the village of Magyitone, about 5km east of the town of Khin-U, said
Japan Gyi, the spokesperson for the Khin-U Dynamite Squad.

“They were preparing for an attack on one junta column, but another that was scouting the
area came along and shot them all dead,” he said.

All four of the victims, whose identities were not disclosed, were in their 20s, according to
Japan Gyi. None of them were armed, he added.

“They weren’t carrying any weapons, as our group doesn’t have very many,” he said, adding
that the bodies were collected and cremated the next day.

Pro-junta social media pages claimed that one handmade gun, two explosive devices, and two
rolls of wire were seized from the dead resistance fighters.

Local defence teams claim that there are many members of the military-backed Pyu Saw Htee
militia based in Magyitone, including many in plainclothes.

The Khin-U Dynamite Squad collaborates with forces under the command of the National Unity
Government (NUG). It recently informed the NUG in a report that it had been cheated out of
40m kyat ($19,000) in an attempted arms purchase.

Khin-U has been a major stronghold of anti-junta forces since the military seized power in a
coup in February 2021. According to a report by the Special Advisory Council for Myanmar, at
least 140 battles were fought in the township in the first half of this year.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/four-members-of-dynamite-squad-killed-in-khin-u-
township
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Myanmar Military Sustains Heavy Losses in Battle for Key Hill in Kachin State
By HEIN HTOO ZAN | 1 November 2022

In 10 days of fighting, the Myanmar junta’s military has suffered heavy casualties as it attempts
to capture key positions held by the Kachin Independence Army (KIA) and People’s Defense
Force (PDF) groups on Lung Ja Bum hill, a strategic location in Momauk Township, Kachin State,
according to local residents.

The military launched a ground and air assault on Lung Ja Bum, to the east of Momauk Town,
on Oct. 22 and has been shelling the KIA and PDF forces there daily.

According to residents and sources in Bhamo district who are monitoring the fighting, the
junta’s military has suffered at least 80 casualties since the operation began. The combined
KIA/PDF force has also seized weapons, ammunition, grenades and other explosives from
military troops.

However, the KIA’s spokesperson could not be reached Tuesday for an update on the clashes in
Momauk Township, and the regime has yet to issue any reports on the battle.

“The military troops are now retreating after failing at Lung Ja Bum [on Monday]. But it is not
finished yet since junta forces could launch more air strikes, and the clashes could resume at
any time,” said a peace activist living in Bhamo Township who is monitoring the conflict in
Bhamo district.

After the junta attacked the hill from the air for three days, a military column of 50 troops
approached Lung Ja Bum, but a number of soldiers including a battalion commander were killed
when they were ambushed with land mines, the residents said.

The junta shelling is taking a toll on civilians. Man Khon Village resident Daw Than Htay, 45, was
killed by an artillery shell explosion on Oct. 26, according to a rescue team in Momauk.

“Most of the people who have fled the villages are children and elderly persons. They are still in
need of food, medicine, blankets and clothing,” said a member of the team.

Some houses in Man Pon and Kha Nan villages were destroyed and at least two residents
injured by junta shelling on Oct. 29.

However, residents and local volunteers have not been able to keep detailed records of civilian
casualties or property damage. Military troops are also restricting their movements.

Since the fighting between the military and the combined forces of the KIA and local resistance
groups escalated on Oct. 25, residents of villages in the area have been fleeing into Momauk
town, with about 1,000 seeking shelter at churches and Buddhist monasteries there so far.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/myanmar-military-sustains-heavy-
losses-in-battle-for-key-hill-in-kachin-state.html
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Civilians injured, displaced by Myanmar military’s heavy weapons in Kachin State clashes

Hundreds of villagers flee their homes around Momauk town as junta shells detonate near a
hospital and in a church compound, locals say

Nyein Swe | Published on Nov 1, 2022

A Kachin man has a Kachin flag wrapped around his
shoulders at rally in Myitkyina, Kachin State, on February 5,
2018 protesting fighting between the Myanmar army and
the KIA (EPA)

Battles have been ongoing between the Myanmar military
and the Kachin Independence Army (KIA) in Kachin State’s
Momauk Township for several days, according to locals,
who said that multiple trucks of junta reinforcement troops had been sent to the area to
sustain the fighting.

The locals who spoke to Myanmar Now claimed that there had been “major casualties” on the
side of the military, but verification was not possible at the time of reporting.

KIA spokesperson Col Naw Bu said that the Myanmar army began firing heavy artillery at Kachin
forces during clashes on October 22 and dropped bombs from aircraft for three consecutive
days around Lonja Hill—the site of the fighting—one mile east of Momauk town.

The military’s Infantry Battalion 437, positioned four miles west of the town, also fired artillery
in the direction of the fighting, a local man told Myanmar Now.

One of the shells reportedly detonated in Momauk town on October 29, wounding two locals.

“That shell fell right beside a hospital and two women were injured. Although one of them was
not seriously injured, the other one had to be hospitalised,” the resident said.

Starting on October 25, people from the villages of Lonja, Wa Wun and Nawng Pawng fled their
homes due to the fighting, said a person who has been helping the area’s internally displaced
persons.

A military artillery shell struck the compound of the Lonja Baptist Church in Wa Wun village
during fighting on Sunday, which started at 8am, the volunteer told Myanmar Now, explaining
that the village was no longer safe for its residents.

“The shell hit a boulder near the church and pieces of rock flew right at the church and broke all
the windows,” he explained.
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Around 200 civilians had sought refuge in Momauk town at the time of reporting, he added,
with more expected to arrive in the coming days, even as the town’s own residents leave for
safer areas due to the proximity of the fighting.

Two trucks filled with junta reinforcement troops arrived in the area on Monday morning, the
second such batch of new soldiers to be sent to the area in recent days, according to locals.

Serious battles have taken place between the KIA and the military throughout Kachin State over
the past year, in which the military has frequently employed airstrikes.

The junta has also targeted civilians in its aerial attacks, most recently on October 24, when the
military dropped three bombs from jets on a Hpakant Township music festival commemorating
the 62nd anniversary of the Kachin Independence Organisation’s founding. More than 60
people were killed in the assault, and more than 100 injured.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/civilians-injured-displaced-by-myanmar-militarys-
heavy-weapons-in-kachin-state-clashes

Hundreds Displaced By Regime Shelling In Momauk
By Network Media Group | Tuesday, November 1, 2022

More than 600 people have been displaced by indiscriminate
shelling by the regime and fighting with the Kachin
Independence Army (KIA) in Momauk Township since late
October.

# According to reports, the Burma Army (BA) is shelling the
townshlp da|Iy in Bhamo District of Kachin State, where it’s attacking the KIA and the People’s
Defence Force, forcing villagers to seek refuge in Buddhist monasteries in Momauk town and
the Shwe Pyi Tha displaced camp in Thone Mai Kwet Thit village.

Sai Pyone Cho, who was displaced by the fighting and is helping villagers who’ve taken refuge in
Lawka Maha Zayti and Nithawka Rama monasteries in Momauk, said most people have fled to
the town because it’s closer than Thone Mai Kwet Thit.

More than 100 people went to the camp in the village, where the World Food Programme and
Garuna Social Volunteer Team are providing some assistance. But in Momauk, where 600
people have sought refuge, the groups have only recently started delivering food.

“These people don’t have enough to eat and some of the men are trying to find work as day
labourers,” a Momauk man who is helping them has told NMG.

The junta has been attacking the KIA on Lon Ja Mountain since 20 October, after a key BA
commander died after stepping on a hidden landmine in the area.
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Villagers were busy harvesting crops when the fighting began, and they fear their hard work will
be undone if the violence in the area continues. The volunteers in Momauk aren’t sure how
they’ll continue to provide for the people without further support from outside aid groups.

https://www.nmg-news.net/2022/11/01/21893

Myanmar Junta Ridiculed for Saying Jailed Politician, Deceased Karen Commander Involved in
Pagoda Attack

By THE IRRAWADDY | 1 November 2022

The Myanmar military junta is known internationally for its transparent lies. When it launched
bloody crackdowns on peaceful anti-regime protesters last year, it referred to them as rioters
and anarchic mobs trying to destabilize the country. After it conducted a deadly air strike on a
school killing children as young as 7, the regime claimed the students’ classrooms were
sheltering anti-regime armed resistance forces.

These are just a few examples of the regime’s habit of coming up with lame excuses to cover its
atrocities. They show that the Myanmar junta’s incompetence knows no bounds: It can’t even
tell a decent lie, let alone run a country properly.

But on Monday things became downright farcical when the regime accused a person who has
been locked up in its prisons for nearly two years, and another who has been dead for over a
year, of involvement in the recent deadly shootings at the Golden Rock Pagoda in Mon State.

According to multiple reports citing witnesses, the fatal shooting that killed three pilgrims last
month was committed by junta troops, who began firing indiscriminately after they were
attacked by resistance forces.

However, the regime has insisted the attack on the pilgrims was carried out by the Karen
National Union (KNU) and anti-regime People Defense Force groups active in Mon State.

In their desperation to persuade the public that junta forces were not involved, regime-
controlled media published a junta statement along with some headshots of 11 people,
claiming they were involved in the shooting. Photos of the ousted National League for
Democracy’s Mon State Chief Minister Dr. Aye Zan and KNU Brigade-1 commander Saw Pa Lae
were among them. The statement claimed that the attack was led by Aye Min Tun, who they
said was the personal assistant of Dr. Aye Zan.

But there are two small problems with this account: Dr. Aye Zan has been in regime custody
since he was detained in February last year and is currently serving a 21-year prison term in
Mon State’s Kyaikmaraw Prison.
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Even more absurdly, the KNU commander the regime accuses of being involved in the attack
drew his last breath more than a year ago. In an obituary notice last year, the KNU announced
that Saw Pa Lae died of hypertension on Aug. 9, 2021.

An official from KNU Brigade-1 said the regime had no idea whom they were accusing. “They
don’t know the people they mentioned are either not alive or not outside [prison],” the official
said.

Unsurprisingly, the junta’s announcement was ridiculed by Myanmar netizens.

“I take my hat off to the regime for daring to say someone who’s behind bars, and someone
who’s dead, were involved in the attack,” write one Facebook user.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-ridiculed-for-saying-jailed-politician-
deceased-karen-commander-involved-in-pagoda-attack.html

Family Killed in Myanmar Junta Shelling in Rakhine State
By THE IRRAWADDY | 1 November 2022

A teenager and her parents were killed by Myanmar junta shelling in Kyauktaw Township,
Rakhine State, on Monday night, according to media reports.

Troops based in Kyauktaw fired more than 10 shells at villages in the township, Western News
reported, citing residents.

U Soe Win, 45, his wife Daw Than Than Wai, 44, and their 13-year-old daughter Ma Phyoe
Phyoe Wai of Pi Si village were killed in their sleep.

Four of their cows were killed and two others injured, according to the reports.

Other villagers fled into the forests. No clashes with the Arakan Army (AA) were reported in the
area.

On October 19 Ma Nyein Nyein San, 14, was killed in Rathedaung Township in the state when
troops indiscriminately shelled Byeintaw village. Again no clashes were reported.

Two civilians were injured on October 19 in Kyauktaw Township in the state when regime
forces guarding a bridge used explosives and firearms to attack villagers following a blast at the
bridge.

Three civilians, including a 50-year-old teacher, were killed in Minbya Township on October 18
when junta Battalions 380, 379 and 541 based in Minbya shelled four villages after troops were
ambushed in the township.
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An informal ceasefire in Rakhine State broke down last November between the AA and regime
with clashes breaking out in Buthidaung, Maungdaw, Rathedaung, Kyauktaw, Minbya and
Mrauk-U townships and neighboring Paletwa Township in Chin State.

Since September the regime has escalated attacks on civilian targets.

From August to October, 13 civilians were killed and over 40 injured by regime attacks on
civilian targets in the state, according to Western News, which is monitoring the conflict.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/family-killed-in-myanmar-junta-shelling-in-rakhine-
state.html

14 Myanmar Regime Personnel Killed in Two Days of Resistance Attacks
By THE IRRAWADDY | 1 November 2022

Around 14 regime personnel including army officers and a junta-appointed ward administrator
were killed in the last two days as People’s Defense Forces (PDFs) continued to attack and
ambush regime forces across the country.

Incidents were reported in Mandalay, Sagaing, Bago and Tanintharyi regions.

The Irrawaddy has rounded up the following reports of significant attacks by PDFs.
Some regime casualties could not be independently verified.

Two regime soldiers killed in land mine attack in Mandalay

Two military soldiers including a captain were killed and at least five others were injured in
Natogyi Township, Mandalay Region on Monday morning when Natogyi-PDF used land mines to
ambush a military vehicle on the Yangon-Mandalay express road, claimed the PDF group.

The vehicle carrying around 40 soldiers was ambushed near the 320-mile point on the road
while traveling from Mandalay to Yangon.

Two soldiers were killed and five injured, the PDF group said citing military informants.
A video shot by the PDF shows a military vehicle being hit by a heavy blast.
Police station raided in Mandalay

The military regime reportedly used two helicopter gunships to attack villages and forested
areas after the police station in Nwe Yone Village was raided by resistance groups in Singu

Township, Mandalay Region on Monday, according to local media reports quoting the PDF

groups that conducted the raid.

Casualties among PDF forces and civilians were unknown.
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Four regime soldiers killed by PDF land mines in Mandalay

The entrance to Singu Township, Mandalay
Region / CJ

At least four regime soldiers were reportedly
killed in Singu Township, Mandalay Region
when PDF groups ambushed a military
convoy on Saturday and Sunday, local media
outlet Mandalay Free Press reported, citing

the PDF groups.

On Saturday evening, the PDF groups used a cluster of four land mines to ambush a military
convoy of four vehicles near Shwe Pyi Village while the convoy was traveling from Madaya to
Singu.

In the attack, a military vehicle was damaged and abandoned on the road and five other
vehicles returned to Madaya Township.

Military casualties were unknown. On Sunday morning, the damaged military vehicle was
dragged away by regime forces with another vehicle, the PDF groups said.

On Sunday morning, the PDFs ambushed a military convoy of six vehicles with a cluster of eight
land mines near Shwe Pyi Village in Singu Township while they were traveling to Singu from
Madaya Township.

In the attack, four soldiers were killed. Following the PDF ambushes, regime forces opened fire
on villages nearby and arrested eight civilians near the area.

In the attacks, there were no PDF casualties.
Junta-run ward administration office attacked in Mandalay

The junta-run ward administration office in Pyigyidagon
Township, Mandalay, which was bombed by PDF groups. / CJ

A junta-appointed ward administrator and a regime soldier
= were killed in Pyigyidagon Township, Mandalay Region on

‘ Monday morning when three PDF groups threw a grenade
into the ward administration office in the township in the
country’s second-biggest city, claimed Truth Keeping Force-
Amarapura, which was involved in the attack.

Five other regime troops were injured, the PDF group said.

~ Three regime troops killed in PDF ambush in Sagaing
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At least three regime soldiers including an officer were reportedly killed in Kale Township,
Sagaing Region when PDF-Kalay used land mines to ambush seven junta soldiers searching for
mines planted by PDF forces near a technology university in the township, claimed the
resistance group.

After being ambushed, regime forces randomly opened fire.

On that morning, the PDF group also ambushed two military vehicles with three land mines
near a bridge outside the town of Kale.

In the attack, a vehicle stopped on the road after being damaged. However, military casualties
were unknown, the PDF group said.

Three junta police killed in PDF attacks in Sagaing

The resistance group Golden Eagle Force-Monywa claimed it and another PDF group used 40-
mm bombs to attack the police station in the industrial zone of Monywa Township, Sagaing
Region on Monday afternoon.

In the attack, three junta forces were killed, the PDF group claimed. All PDF members retreated
from the area quickly as regime forces used civilian vehicles to search for resistance members in
the area.

Pyu Saw Htee pro-regime militia members ambushed in Sagaing

Two pro-regime Pyu Saw Htee militia members were injured in Kanbalu Township, Sagaing
Region on Monday when Taze PDF Battalion 16 used land mines to ambush six militia members
on a vehicle in the township, said Taze Revolution Force-TRF.

In the attack, two militia members were hospitalized after suffering serious injuries.
Village bombed by junta drones in Tanintharyi

The remains of bombs dropped by junta drones during an
attack on a village in Palaw Township on Monday. / Palaw-
PDF

'{M bombs on a PDF-guarded village in Palaw Township,
Tanintharyi Region on Monday afternoon, said Palaw-PDF.

In the attack, no PDF or civilian casualties were reported, but a civilian house was damaged by
the junta drone strikes, the PDF group said.

Three junta police injured in PDF ambush in Bago
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| The signboard of Kanyutkwin Police Station in Phyu
Township / CJ
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Belied : i | Bago Region on Monday morning when an urban resistance

MYANMAR POLICE  FORC
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group used mines to attack police near a police station in
the town of Kanyutkwin, said Bago Region PDF.

All PDF fighters escaped from the area without any casualties.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/14-myanmar-regime-personnel-
killed-in-two-days-of-resistance-attacks.html

Gen. Tun Aung: The Top Gun Directing Myanmar Junta’s Brutal Aerial War
By THE IRRAWADDY | 1 November 2022

Myanmar’s junta has stepped up its campaign of airstrikes on both military and non-military
targets in an effort to crush resistance across the country.

The resulting massacres of civilians have shocked people both here and abroad and sparked
international condemnation. Targets of regime airstrikes in recent weeks include a school in Let
Yet Kone Village of Depayin Township in Sagaing, and a concert held by the Kachin
Independence Organization in Hpakant, Kachin State.

Buildings destroyed during the airstrike on a concert in ANang
Pa Village, Kachin State on October 23.

In the past, only people in strife-torn ethnic border areas had
to dive for cover at the sight of military aircraft. Now, even
those in the heartlands of Anyar Region are being forced to do
the same.

Regime forces have conducted around 240 airstrikes targeting civilians since last year’s coup,
killing more than 240 people, according to the parallel civilian National Unity Government.

The man responsible for this deadly air campaign sits in a heavily guarded war office in
Naypyitaw.

As chief of the Air Force, General Tun Aung must be held accountable for indiscriminate aerial
bombing of Anyar and ethnic areas.

Last Friday saw the graduation ceremony of the 84th intake of trainee air force pilots at
Meiktila air base. Gathered there were the military officers responsible for the Kachin concert
airstrike that killed at least 75 people on Oct. 23. But they didn’t look guilty.
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Regime Air Force chief General Tun Aung at the graduation
ceremony of the 84th intake of trainee air force pilots at
Meiktila air base on October 28, 2022. / Cincds

Addressing the event, General Tun Aung ordered the pilot
graduates to do their duty unto death.

- ap Tun Aung himself graduated from the Defense Services
Academy 29th intake and was a classmate of the regime’s recently deposed chief of police,
Lieutenant-General Than Hlaing.

Apparently, his talent for aerial warfare determined his fate, eventually placing him at the
bloody helm of the junta’s campaign.

When Myanmar’s military decided to bolster its air force with Russia-made MIG 29 fighters in
the 2000s, it dispatched pilots to undergo training in Russia — now the regime’s largest arms
supplier. Tun Aung was one of those sent to Russia.

He gained a reputation as a top gun in the air force and was the first among his intake to win
promotion.

Still, he had a long way to climb before reaching the top of the ladder.

Meanwhile, the air force was bombing ethnic armies on the border and its munitions were
sometimes straying into neighboring countries.

In one well-known case, air force chief of staff Major-General Lwin Oo was forced to step down
after bombs landed in China during airstrikes on the Myanmar National Democratic Alliance
Army in Shan State’s Kokang in 2015. Maj-Gen Lwin Oo is currently the Myanmar regime’s
ambassador to Russia.

He was succeeded as chief of staff by Maung Maung Kyaw, with Tun Aung still out of the
picture.

But when General Khin Aung Myint retired as air force chief, Maung Maung Kyaw replaced him
and Tun Aung became chief of staff.

The chief of staff is known as the “crown prince”, being second in command to the air force
chief.

Gen Maung Maung Kyaw is the son of the late Gen Thura Kyaw Htin, who served as armed
forces chief under the Myanmar Socialist Programme Party government of General Ne Win.

The general and his family amassed wealth by importing and supplying aircraft parts for the air
force. The debonair air force chief was described by his juniors as a playboy.
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“His subordinates called him James Bond behind his back. But he preferred ‘Tom Cruise,”” said
one air force officer, referring to the Hollywood movie “Top Gun” starring Cruise as a pilot.

Following the junta’s military crackdown and atrocities against civilians, armed resistance has
spread beyond the autonomy-seeking ethnic states of Kachin, Karen and Kayah (Karenni) to
central Myanmar, which has not witnessed large-scale fighting since independence.

After resistance mine attacks and ambushes inflicted heavy casualties on junta personnel, the
regime has increasingly relied on its air force. Gen Maung Maung Kyaw ordered heavy airstrikes
for nearly a year following the coup. He was “allowed to retire” in January for reasons not
revealed by the regime but thought to be linked with his sex scandal involving a female pilot.

The purge of his two seniors, Lwin Oo and Maung Maung Kyaw, made way for Gen Tun Aung to
take the blood-soaked seat.

“General Tun Aung is a different type from the previous air force chief [Maung Maung Kyaw].
He is obedient and does not complain,” said an officer from the Naypyitaw war office.

Tun Aung was a director of the military-owned Myanmar Economic Holdings Ltd when he was
appointed as air force chief. Two months after his appointment, he faced sanctions from
Canada, the UK, and the US.

Under the rules of the sanctions, which were announced on Armed Forces Day in March, he
must now be held accountable for the indiscriminate airstrikes across the country.

Under Tun Aung’s command, the air force has escalated its brutal campaign against Myanmar’s
people. Warplanes that are now directed by a talented pilot are inflicting heavier civilian
casualties and damage, even crossing the border into Bangladesh and Thailand on bombing
missions.

In January and February, the air force carried out four airstrikes on camps for internally
displaced people in Demoso Township, Kayah State. Other attacks included an airstrike on Yin
Paung Taing in Sagaing Region’s Yinmarbin Township that killed at least 18; on a school in Let
Yet Kone Village in Sagaing’s Depayin Township that left 13 civilians including seven children
dead; the nighttime attack on the Kachin concert that killed at least 75 and injured many
others; and a strike on the office of the people’s authority in Sagaing’s Pale Township that killed
at least 16. And these are just some of the notorious airstrikes ordered under Gen Tun Aung’s
command.

Daily regime airstrikes and airborne raids in October killed more than 100 people, injured at
least 130 and destroyed or damaged numerous homes.

Air force personnel are generally thought to be more educated and civilized than ground troops
as they have to handle sophisticated technology. But the murderous attacks on a school, IDP
camps and concert contradict this idea.
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A retired military officer lamented that academic credentials had nothing to do with the
slaughter.

“In short, it is because they are brainwashed,” he said.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/tun-aung-the-top-gun-directing-myanmar-juntas-
brutal-aerial-war.html

Myanmar Regime Seizes 5 Medics for ‘Supplying Resistance Fighters’
By THE IRRAWADDY | 1 November 2022

Myanmar’s military junta detained five striking health workers from Mandalay on Saturday for
allegedly supplying medicines to People’s Defense Forces (PDFs) fighting the regime.

Those detained were U Min Zaw Oo, who teaches in the Surgical Department of Mandalay’s
University of Medicine, midwife Ma Poe Thant Aung, and nurses Ma Zin Mar Win from
Mandalay General Hospital and Ma Kyi Thadar Phyu and Ma Yun Nandar Aung from the 300-
bed teaching hospital.

They were arrested after junta troops acting on a tip seized a six-wheeled vehicle carrying
pharmaceutical supplies heading to Sagaing, a hotbed of the armed resistance movement.

The regime said the instructor, midwife and two nurses from the teaching hospital joined the
civil disobedience movement (CDM) shortly after the coup. It said they had been providing
healthcare services for PDFs in Chin State and Sagaing Region, as well as training in first aid, and
supplies of medicines and food.

Nurse Ma Zin Mar Win was also supplying PDFs in Htilin Township, Sagaing, the junta said.

The regime also detained three staff of the Shwe Metta long-distance bus service, accusing
them of arranging transportation of medical supplies to PDFs.

More than 160 packages of medical supplies and other consumer goods were seized from the
vehicle.

It is not yet known what the detainees have been charged with. But the regime said it would
pay a large reward for information leading to the arrest of their accomplices.

Forty-six anti-regime health workers have been killed and more than 580 detained or
imprisoned, according to the August report of the parallel National Unity Government’s Health
Ministry.

Health workers were among the first to take to the streets in demonstrations against last year’s
coup, and were also the first to come out on strike. Health workers from public hospitals across
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the country have joined anti-coup protests and some hospitals have even hung signs declaring
they are CDM hospitals.

In the wake of the coup, more than 60,000 of the country’s 110,000 medical workforce
including doctors, nurses and pharmacists joined the CDM. The mass strike brought an already
understaffed health sector close to collapse.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-regime-seizes-5-medics-for-supplying-
resistance-fighters.html

More than 550 doctors fired by Myanmar junta for refusing to work in protest

The move comes amid a shortage of doctors, who are already stretched by fighting and the
pandemic.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.11.01

In this Feb. 7, 2022 photo, medical workers flash the
three-fingered salute in solidarity with marching
protesters against the military takeover in Yangon,
Myanmar. AP Photo

The junta’s Ministry of Health has fired 557
government-employed doctors who left their jobs to
protest against the military government, revoking their
licenses at a time when medical professionals are in short supply, sources in the country’s
medical community said Tuesday, citing an official list.

The striking doctors joined other government workers in what has come to be known as a
nationwide “Civil Disobedience Movement,” or CDM, refusing to do their jobs to take a stand
against the military government that took power in a February 2021 coup.

A doctor who has been in hiding for more than a year after the junta issued a warrant for her
arrest on charges of “incitement” told RFA that she and others on the list have no intention
of ending their commitment to the anti-coup movement, regardless of the suspension of
their licenses.

“We knew the junta would take this step,” she said, adding that she only learned of her
suspension after being informed by a medical colleague. “Revoking my license won’t make
things any worse for me now and it won’t change my stance.”

The first group of doctors to join the Civil Disobedience Movement did so in Mandalay on the
day after the coup and gained a following so large that junta-run hospitals and clinics were

Page 15 of 52


https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-regime-seizes-5-medics-for-supplying-resistance-fighters.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-regime-seizes-5-medics-for-supplying-resistance-fighters.html

unable to function. The movement has had such a large impact that it was listed as a
nominee for the 2022 Nobel Peace Prize by the Nobel Prize Committee.

But news of the dismissals comes amid a shortage of doctors in the country due to those
participating in the movement and stretched by COVID-19 and widespread conflict.

That’s prompted the junta to relax requirements for applying to medical school this year.

As part of the dismissals, the junta-controlled Myanmar Medical Council began issuing one-
year suspensions of the doctors’ licenses to practice, known as the Sa Ma certificate,
beginning in February — one year after the Feb. 1, 2021 putsch, the sources told RFA’s
Burmese service.

A physician who joined the CDM movement told RFA that while suspensions began nearly
nine months ago, there had been no public announcement and the affected doctors only
learned of the move after the list of names went viral on social media.

“They are revoking the licenses of doctors, phase by phase. Sometimes they revoke 20 [at a
time], sometimes 25. But the lists came out sporadically and most of these doctors were not
aware of the change,” said the physician, who spoke on condition of anonymity citing fear of
reprisal.

“Many of them are still providing treatment and running [private] clinics. They were all
surprised to learn about the news because the ministry never notified them.”

Of the approximately 60,000 doctors who joined the movement since the coup, around
45,000 remain, according to a group called the CDM Medical Network.

The Ministry of Health said it had suspended the licenses of 14 doctors in February, 50 in
March, 41 in April, 66 in May, 60 in June, 61 in July, 80 in August, 87 in September, and 98 in
October —the list of which included several veteran medical practitioners.

Targeting ‘the people and their profession’

The doctor-in-hiding acknowledged that those on the list are “facing hardship” now that the
junta has also distributed it to private hospitals and clinics and begun conducting impromptu
inspections, however.

RFA requests to Myat Wunna Soe, the director general of the junta’s Ministry of Health,
seeking comment on the suspensions were referred to the Myanmar Medical Council, but
calls to the council went unanswered Tuesday.

A document circulated internally at the medical council — a copy of which was obtained by
RFA — states that the doctors were suspended for violating Article 45 (D) of the Myanmar
Medical Council Act, citing “a failure to abide by the code of medical ethics” and “patient
abandonment.”
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In this March 16, 2021 photo, medical students mourn as
others flash the three-fingered salute at the funeral of a
fellow medical student who was shot in the chest two
days earlier by junta security forces during a protest
against the military takeover in Yangon, Myanmar. Credit:
AP Photo

However, a Civil Disobedience physician who gave her
name as Olivia noted that suspending the licenses of medical professionals for their political
beliefs impacts both doctors and their patients.

“The suspension also seriously affects the well-being of their patients and patients’ family
members ... This impacts both the people and their profession,” she said.

Lowered application requirements

Amid the dismissals of CDM doctors, the junta lowered the requirements for applicants to
medical school in 2022, citing the need to fill the gap created by large numbers of physicians
joining the anti-coup movement.

A second-year medical student who dropped out of school to protest the coup told RFA that
becoming a doctor requires several years of training, and questioned the junta’s plan to
replace Civil Disobedience physicians by offering applicants a shortcut.

“They are trying to show that we are dispensable and they can replace us easily ... with new
people who will submit to their rule,” said the medical student, who also declined to be
named.

But he suggested that few of the applicants would be willing to provide care in Myanmar’s
remote regions, while in urban areas, where many doctors practice, patients will simply
“flock to a handful of high-quality doctors.”

Movement impact

Lwan Wai, a doctor from a branch of the movement known as the Yangon Medical Network,
said that with the number of medical professionals already unable to meet demand in
Myanmar, the suspension of nearly 600 physicians will have a serious impact on access to
healthcare in the country.

“The ratio of medical staff to patients is already lopsided,” he said, noting that the number
of casualties from armed conflict has skyrocketed in recent months, while people are still
dying from COVID-19 and other diseases.

“This decision won’t benefit anyone. The patients will become more hopeless. | expect that
many people will die because they weren’t able to receive medical treatment in time, and
mainly patients will pay the price.”
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In addition to suspending the licenses of doctors in the Civil Disobedience Movement, the
junta has also targeted medical professionals in the movement in other ways. According to
figures released by the ReliefWeb watchdog group in May, the junta has detained at least
564 medical professionals since the coup and killed at least 36 others.

Translated by Ye Kaung Myint Maung. Written by Joshua Lipes.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/doctors-11012022170911.html

Malaysia Mulls Closing UN Refugee Agency Office, Sparking Refoulement Fears

Zsombor Peter

FILE - Rohingya Muslim children recite from the holy
Quran at a school in Klang, on the outskirts of Kuala
Lumpur, Malaysia, Sept. 12, 2017.

BANGKOK — Malaysia says it is considering plans to
shutter the local office of the United Nations’ refugee
agency, amid accusations the government is forcibly
returning Burmese asylum seekers who have fled

Myanmar for their lives.

The military regime that seized power in Myanmar early last year says Malaysia has repatriated
hundreds of its nationals on chartered flights in recent months. The junta claims they’re coming
home by choice. But rights groups say Malaysia is forcing them back — after arresting them for
entering illegally — and that some are probably asylum seekers who will be arrested and
possibly tortured or killed on their return.

Myanmar’s military is accused of arresting and killing thousands of its people in a bloody bid to
crush a dogged civil and armed resistance to its rule. Dissidents, journalists and military
defectors have been pouring into nearby countries, including Malaysia, for sanctuary.

Speaking with local reporters in early September, Malaysia’s National Security Council chief,
Rodzi Mohamed Saad, said the government had prepared a draft plan for managing the
country’s refugees without the U.N.’s refugee agency, the UNHCR, and “without foreign
interference.”

He criticized the UNHCR for issuing its own ID cards — without the government’s case-by-case
input or approval — to asylum seekers judged to have legitimate claims or fears of being
persecuted back home. Though the cards carry no official legal weight in Malaysia, Rodzi called
the practice “unfair” and said it amounted to “disrespecting the country.”
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Responding to questions about the plan in parliament a few weeks ago, Abdul Latiff Ahmad, a
top aide to Prime Minister Ismail Sabri Yaakob, said preparations to take over from the United
Nations were already underway. “Therefore, there is no longer a need for a UNHCR office in
Malaysia,” he said.

At another news conference on October 27, Home Minister Hamzah Zainudin said the plan had
not yet been approved but was still under review. Picking up on the security chief’s themes of

respect and self-reliance, he added, “I must take care of our country first before taking care of
outsiders.”

Refoulement risk

Rights groups have roundly rebuked the idea, fearing the UNHCR's exit would see a spike in
refoulements, the forced return of refugees to countries where they’re likely to be persecuted.

“The likely risk of refoulement for refugees in Malaysia would increase if UNHCR were to
leave,” said Patrick Phongsathorn, a human rights advocate for Fortify Rights, a research and
pressure group covering Southeast Asia.

“Refugees often see UNHCR as an important and somewhat neutral arbiter in their cases,
whereas the government of Malaysia has historically, and continues to, target refugees,” he
added.

“l think that it [refoulement] will definitely increase because at least now you have someone
watching over them,” said Mahi Ramakrishnan, director of Beyond Borders Malaysia, a refugee
rights group.

In concert with local groups like her own, she added, “there is that element of someone
monitoring what’s happening, and especially the UNHCR, which has the international
protection mandate. Now imagine if that has been taken away completely.”

Malaysia currently hosts some 180,000 refugees and asylum seekers, according to the UNHCR,
most of them from Myanmar.

The ID cards it issues to vetted and approved applicants don’t always spare the holders’ arrest
when caught by police without proof that they’re living in Malaysia legally, Ramakrishnan said,
but they can, and sometimes do.

She and others are hoping the recent talk of closing the UNHCR office is mere political bluster
ahead of the national elections set for November 19, a cynical bid for votes amid the tide of
xenophobia stirred up by the pandemic. But they also worry it may be more than that, having
sensed growing tensions between the office and its host for a few years.

With little apparent warning or explanation, the government stopped allowing UNHCR staff into
the country’s immigration detention centers in 2019, making it impossible for the agency to
offer them any assistance, let alone cards.
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In July, the Home Ministry also announced that all UNHCR card holders would now have to
register with a new Tracking Refugees Information System so that their whereabouts could be
monitored.

Transition talks

Tricia Yeoh, CEO of Malaysia’s Institute for Democracy and Economic Affairs, a research and
policy organization, said the tracking system could be the start of what may eventually become
a government-run program for managing refugees. But she added that it would have to evolve
into a far more comprehensive approach that cares for refugees’ and asylum seekers’ wellbeing
as well.

For that, she said the government should start by signing up to the U.N.’s Refugee Convention,
which sets some basic conditions for how to treat refugees, with non-refoulement at the top of
the list. Yeoh said other key reforms should include giving refugees and asylum seekers the
right to public health care and education and to work, which they don’t yet have.

“So, it’s not just about the signing of these international documents, but also what the local
laws entail. That would mean that basic access to health care and education would need to be
provided, and certain laws and policies would need to be changed in order to accommodate
that,” she said.

With the political will to see those reforms through, Yeoh said they could probably be put in
place within a few years.

The local UNHCR office also told VOA that building a comprehensive system for managing
refugees tends to take governments years and that the agency was already working with
Malaysian authorities on a “framework” for sharing refugee data, joint registration and
screening.

Spokeswoman Yante Ismail said their latest meetings were held earlier this month.

“UNHCR welcomes the Malaysian government’s continued interest in establishing a national
framework to manage the refugee situation in the country that may eventually result in the
government assuming greater responsibility for refugee management and protection,” she said.

Yante added that the agency remained committed to a gradual transition of responsibility
“based on the country’s capacity and expertise to take on refugee management in line with
international protection principles.”

https://www.voanews.com/a/malaysia-mulls-closing-un-refugee-agency-office-sparking-
refoulement-fears-/6814184.html
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