PEACE Info (May 12, 2022)

NLD announces that 701 party members are still detained and 18 have died
Myanmar Junta Troops Step Up Sagaing Raids
Sagaing villagers tortured by soldiers searching for PDF leader
Resistance Forces Inflict Heavy Casualties on Junta Convoy in Western Myanmar
Junta troops terrorize, torture and kill villagers in southern Shan State’s Ywangan
Township
Myanmar Refugees on Indian Border Face Danger of Disease and Shortage of
Medicines
ASEAN Under Pressure to Do More on Myanmar as Leaders Gather in Washington
Trade Deal, Myanmar on Agenda as Southeast Asian Leaders Gather in US
HRW calls for United States-ASEAN Special Summit to address region’s worsening
human rights
Min Aung Hlaing will discuss federalism in upcoming meeting with EAOs
EAOs Call For Inclusive Peace Talks In Naypyidaw
KNU accuses Myanmar military of abducting civilians for use as as human shields
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NLD announces that 701 party members are still detained and 18 have died
PUBLISHED 12 MAY 2022 | EMG

A total of 701 NLD members are still
detained, and 18 party members, including
a member of parliament, have died from
the period between February 1, 2021 to
May 5, 2022, announced Central Working
Committee for the National League for
am Democracy (NLD) on May 10.
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According to a statement compiled by the
NLD's census team, 917 out of 9,261 people
being detained nationwide from February 1,
2021 to May 5, 2022, were NLD party members and 216 of the NLD members were
released, according to the NLD Central Working Committee.

A total of 701 party members, including NLD chairwoman Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, Vice-
Chairmen U Win Myint and Dr Zaw Myint Maung, are still detained. Among the detainees,
119 are members of parliament and 21 of them are released. 98 others are still in custody, it
said.

The statement said 18 party members, including a member of parliament, had died due to
inadequate medical care in prisons during their detention.

From February 1, 2021, the offices of the National League for Democracy were raided and
destroyed. Party offices in villages, townships and districts in regions and states, including
the party headquarters in Yangon, were invaded and destroyed for 104 times, it said.

According to the statement, the houses and other property of 209 party members, including
120 members of parliament, have been sealed while NLD executives at all levels, party
members and the Hluttaw representatives are being prosecuted under Section 505 and
other sections and the relevant court has not yet made a final decision yet.

In addition, groups such as Thway Thauk, Sun Ye, Myo Chit Nyunt Paung and Myo Chit Maha
Mate, start founded on April 21, distributed threatening letters to the party members, party
executives, Hluttaw representatives their family members and party supporters, and
arrested and tortured them. As of May 5, 2022, a total of 7 NLD party members and seven
party supporters were abducted from their homes and their bodies were being dumped on
the side of the road the next day hanging around the group logo which killed them,
according to a statement from the NLD Central Working Committee.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/nld-announces-that-701-party-members-are-still-
detained-and-18-have-died
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Myanmar Junta Troops Step Up Sagaing Raids
By THE IRRAWADDY | 12 May 2022

More than 20 houses were razed by regime forces and a 65-year-old civilian was injured by
junta artillery in Khin-U Township, Sagaing Region, on Wednesday.

Around 60 regime troops burned about four houses in Kar Sein village in the township.
The troops were ambushed with mines near Yar Daw village by resistance forces.
A resistance fighter said he did not know if there were any junta casualties.

“A 65-year-old civilian was injured by junta artillery,” said Khin-U Guerilla Force’s
commander.

Three civilians were arrested and two were tortured on the road and they are in a critical
condition, according to the resistance.

Troops then attacked Ma Kyee Oak village and burned 13 houses and damaged seven
others.

Sagaing Region has Myanmar’s most active resistance groups and junta troops have
increasingly carried out indiscriminate attacks on civilians, including air and artillery strikes,
arbitrary killings and looting and burning houses.

On May 2, regime forces burned more than 300 houses in Inpat village in Khin-U Township
and a 40-year-old man was killed.

Resistance fighters said before they could stop regime attacks but now they lacked the
weapons to repulse troops who attack every day in the township.

Khin-U had the highest number of houses burned by the regime in Sagaing Region in April with about
529 destroyed and 972 burned in total since the 2021 coup, according to independent research
group Data for Myanmar.

The group estimated in April that over 11,417 houses have been torched by the regime in Myanmar
and Sagaing Region has suffered the heaviest damage, losing 7,503 houses.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-troops-step-up-sagaing-raids.html

Sagaing villagers tortured by soldiers searching for PDF leader

The attack was carried out by a column of junta troops that has been terrorising local residents
since late last month

Ko Cho | Published on May 12, 2022

Residents of a village in southern Sagaing Region’s Myinmu Township were tortured
following a raid by junta troops looking for the leader of a local resistance group, according
to sources.
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A village in Sagaing Region is seen burning after
coming under attack by regime forces in January
(Mingin PDF)

A military column of around 50 soldiers arrived in
the village of Nyaung Yin early Wednesday morning
and began looking for the home of Sa Lone, a leader
of a People’s Defence Force (PDF) group operating
in the area, a resident told Myanmar Now.

“They entered the village from two spots at around 5:30am and went looking for the house
of the person they were trying to find. They then rounded up about 15 men and took them
to the Shwebonthar monastery, where they tortured them,” said a 45-year-old man who did
not want to be named.

According to the man, most of the village’s residents fled to an island on the Ayeyarwady
River. Soldiers pursued them and fired several shots before returning to the village to
resume their search, he added.

Nyaung Yin is located at the confluence of the Muu and Ayeyarwady rivers and has more
than 3,000 inhabitants.

The column that carried out the raid has also been accused of arson attacks, including one
that destroyed the village of Kantaw on April 29, and was also responsible for the death of
eight PDF fighters killed on Tuesday.

“The column has been in the area since they torched Kantaw. They are stationed at the
pagoda in Alakapa and have also been launching attacks on Myaung,” said the commander
of a local PDF battalion.

PDF fighters said they engaged the column as it approached Nyaung Yin, but were forced to
retreat due to the superior firepower of the junta soldiers.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/sagaing-villagers-tortured-by-soldiers-searching-
for-pdf-leader

Resistance Forces Inflict Heavy Casualties on Junta Convoy in Western Myanmar
By THE IRRAWADDY | 12 May 2022

Myanmar junta troops returning from Chin State’s Matupi suffered heavy casualties after
being ambushed, said the Chinland Defense Force-Mindat (CDF-Mindat).

CDF-Mindat attacked the military regime convoy comprising over 70 vehicles, including two
tanks, on Monday as it traveled the twisting Matupi-Mindat Road, a CDF-Mindat
commander told The Irrawaddy.

The convoy left Magwe Region in late March to reinforce junta troops in Matupi Township.
Resistance groups repeatedly ambushed the convoy as it made its way to Matupi, inflicting
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casualties. The convoy left Matupi to return to Mindat on April 27 and has since been
attacked a number of times.

“On Monday, we clashed from 11am to 1pm. We witnessed that ten junta soldiers were
killed by us. More might have been killed in our subsequent mine attacks,” said the CDF-
Mindat commander.

The resistance group also attacked the vanguard of the convoy consisting of 30 junta
soldiers at a different location on Monday, he added.

“Mindat is over 100 miles from Matupi, and it takes less than a day to travel between those
two towns. But they [the convoy] have been on the road for more than ten days now. So
you can guess the intensity of our attacks. We can’t allow them to go back comfortably,” the
commander told The Irrawaddy.

Since the convoy entered Mindat Township on April 30, CDF-Mindat has repeatedly
ambushed it.

Over 1,000 people who live along the Matupi-Mindat Road have fled into the forest out of
fear of junta raids. Regime troops have reportedly damaged their houses.

A Mindat resident who asked for anonymity said: “Villagers are still in the forest. They have
not yet been able to return home. Junta soldiers didn’t torch their houses, but have
damaged the roofs of their houses by firing at them. They also broke the walls of wooden
houses and smashed the windows of brick houses. They also smashed furniture not only in
houses but also in churches.”

Clashes continued on Wednesday on the road with the Mindat-based Light Infantry
Battalion 274 firing artillery in support of the convoy as it moved along the road.

In March, successive ambushes also forced the convoy to spend over ten days traveling the
102-mile road as it made its way to Matupi.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/resistance-forces-inflict-heavy-casualties-on-
junta-convoy-in-western-myanmar.html

Junta troops terrorize, torture and kill villagers in southern Shan State’s Ywangan
Township

By Mizzima | 12 May 2022

Many innocent people were killed and injured
between February and April in a brutal junta army
crackdown on anti-junta forces in Ywangan Township,
southern Shan State, according to the Shan Human
Rights Foundation (SHRF).

SHRF said that there are no existing Burma Army
bases in Ywangan Township, which lies in the Danu
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Self-Administered Zone, but troops have been deployed from Kalaw-based Light Infantry
Battalion (LIB) 112 and LIB 117, and Lawksawk-based LIB 508 and LIB 509 under the Eastern
Regional Command, to crack down on the People’s Defence Force (PDF) resistance
movement in the area.

During this period, ten villagers were killed (nine of them tortured and massacred together)
and 25 were arrested. Six houses were ransacked and looted, and a further seven houses
torched. These abuses have terrorized local villagers, causing over 800 residents of
Ywanggan Township’s Nwapangyi, Hlwasin, Lekaing, and Pe Yin Taung villages to flee their
homes and shelter in nearby villages or forests.

Motorcyclist shot dead by junta troops

In the evening of 15 February 2022, Maung Zin Min Khaing, aged 21, was riding his
motorbike back from his family’s lime farm to his home, when he was shot and killed by
junta troops riding in army trucks in the middle of Nwapangyi Village.

The troops who were from LIB 112 and LIB 117, were driving at high speed into the village.
After the troops had killed Maung Zin Min Khaing, they took his corpse with them to Kalaw
Hospital, and cremated him in Kalaw without contacting his family.

Maung Zin Min Khaing was a manual labourer who had recently returned from Mawchee
Mine in Karenni State to stay with his family in Ywangan Township.

Arbitrary arrest and detention of villagers

On 18 March 2022, about eight junta soldiers arrested three male villagers from their
houses in Pe Yin Taung Village at about 9 am, and took them to Ywangan. They remain in
detention, at an unknown location.

On 22 April 2022, at 1 am, junta troops arrested and detained U Nay Win in Pe Yin Taung
Village. He was then transferred to Taung Lay Lone Prison, near Nyaung Shwe.

On 26 April 2022, at 6 am, about 50 junta troops came to Lekaing Village and checked the
phones of youths who were in the village. They then arrested 21 youths and took them to
their base at Kalaw. Until now the youths have been held incommunicado.

Looting and torching of villagers’ houses

On 20 March 2022, at about 2 am, five houses in Pe Yin Taung Village were ransacked and
possessions were looted by junta troops.

On 12 April 2022, early in the morning in Nwapangyi Village, over 10 junta soldiers used
petrol to burn down the house of Daw Swe Wa Wa, who had joined the CDM movement.
The troops had been camping in Nwapangyi Temple for over a month and interrogating
anyone travelling through the village.

On 13 April 2022, at about 1 am, about 20 junta troops came in a truck and burned down
two houses belonging to U Ni and U Si in Hlwasin Village.
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On 18 April 2022, at 8 pm, junta troops came and set fire to the house of Ko Win Khaing, a
former village headman, in Nwapangyi Village.

On 20 April 2022, at 8 pm, junta troops came and set fire to Ko Pho Khaing’s house in
Nwapangyi Village, but fortunately rain put out the fire before it could spread. Junta troops
then ransacked the house.

On 21 April 2022, in the evening, Ko Thet Oo’s house at Nwapangyi Village was burned
down by junta troops.

On 22 April 2022, at 1 am, junta troops burned down the house of U Nay Win, and another
house in the same compound, in Pe Yin Taung village.

Torture and massacre of nine villagers

On 19 April 2022, nine male villagers from Pe Yin Taung were arrested by junta troops when
returning to their village, having fled to hide in the forest since fighting broke out between
the Burma Army and PDF forces on 15 April. The troops tortured the villagers, cutting them
with knives on their hands and stomachs, and then shot them dead and burned their bodies
along with car tires in a field behind Pe Yin Taung Village.

On 20 April fellow villagers found the pile of burned bodies. Some of the bodies were only
partially burned, so the knife wounds and gunshot wounds were still visible. The villagers
then buried the bodies.

The villagers were: Ko Tin Phay (aged 48), Ko Hla Soe (aged 30), Ko Tun Oo (aged 43), Ko
Thet Aung (aged 37), Ko Myo Htwe (aged 27), Ko Win Naing (aged 50), Ko BaTu, Ko Hla
Shwe, and Ko Pho Byaung.

Most residents of Pe Yin Taung have fled and remain displaced because they are still too
afraid to return home.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/junta-troops-terrorize-torture-and-kill-villagers-southern-
shan-states-ywangan-township

Myanmar Refugees on Indian Border Face Danger of Disease and Shortage of Medicines
By RAJEEV BHATTACHARYYA | 12 May 2022

Myanmar refugees in India’s border state of Mizoram face a shortage of medicines and
access to healthcare, after being evicted from their homes in western Myanmar following
brutal reprisals by the country’s military regime.

Almost 30,000 refugees are sheltering in Mizoram State, with the maximum numbers in the
twin districts of Champhai and Saiha. They are mostly from neighboring Chin State but some
hail from Sagaing Region.

Refugees started crossing the border to India after last year’s coup and village councils,
church and civil society groups in Mizoram such as the Young Mizo Association (YMA) have
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swung into action to provide them with aid and shelter. Plots have been allocated for
building homes and all essential ingredients provided to the refugees to settle down at
different locations across the state. The government has also started issuing them
with identity cards.

Despite the support, the refugees are still faced with the problems that confront displaced
people compelled to settle in new locations.

Biaktinsanga, a member of the YMA’s executive committee in the Mizoram border township
of Zokhawthar, said: “Diseases like malaria, flu and dysentery have been found to be
common among the refugees. Medicines are not available in adequate quantity. Schools in
this region also do not have the infrastructure to accommodate so many children.”

Located in Champhai District, Zokhawthar has close on 5,000 Myanmar refugees among
whom 250 families have been settled at a playground on the banks of Tiao river. The supply
of drinking water was a problem, until it was decided to connect the settlement to a
waterfall about two kilometres away in the hills via pipes.

A greater challenge was enrolling the children in the few government and private schools
available in the district. The families had no money to equip them with the uniforms, books
and bags that are mandatory in the schools. Eventually, the rules were relaxed to allow the
children to attend the schools. Last February, a total of 29 boys and girls were allowed to
take the Mizoram state board examinations for classes 10 and 12.

It was primarily with the goal of assisting the children that a delegation from the Chin
community in the United States surveyed the refugee camps. The delegates also aim to raise
awareness about the situation in Myanmar at a global level.

“Our goal is to create a school system for the children, hire teachers and raise funds. And we
would like the world to know about their suffering,” said Justin Thang, who was part of the
two-member delegation from the US.

The delegates represent an organisation called Hope For Tomorrow, whose mandate is to
build “bridges between the Burmese, Chin and American communities.” Currently, it is
focused on helping the refugees who were forced to flee Myanmar after the junta’s coup.

The delegation visited several refugee camps in Mizoram, including the ones in Zokhawthar,
and organised charity concerts in the Mizoram capital Aizawl to raise funds during their two
week stay in the state.

“We will return to the US, share our experiences and then firm up the next plan of
action. The situation would have been worse if Mizoram had not opened its doors so
warmly and offered assistance,” said Justin Thang.

Civil society activists are worried that diseases like malaria, which is widespread in India’s
northeastern states, could spread among the refugees with the onset of the rainy season
that lasts till October. A major challenge is ensuring the availability of medicines at the
remote locations where many refugee families have settled.
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In Zokhawthar, the Champhai District administration has carried out a survey of an alternate
spot with facilities for drinking water and toilets, which they plan to move the families
currently sheltering by the Tiao River to in a few weeks.

An official said that the new location would be at a higher elevation to prevent the
possibility of the settlement flooding.

Rajeev Bhattacharyya is a senior journalist in Assam, India

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-refugees-on-indian-border-
threatened-by-disease-and-shortage-of-medicines.html

ASEAN Under Pressure to Do More on Myanmar as Leaders Gather in Washington
By THE IRRAWADDY | 12 May 2022

Myanmar’s brutal regime has not been invited to the two-day US-ASEAN Special Summit
beginning in Washington on Thursday, but “Burma will be a subject of intense deliberation
in all of our meetings,” said a senior US administration official, using another name for the
country.

Foreign Minister Daw Zin Mar Aung of Myanmar’s shadow National Unity Government
(NUG) is in Washington at the same time as the leaders of regional grouping the Association
of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN). She will not be able to attend the summit but will hold
informal meetings with some ASEAN and US officials.

A senior US State Department official said, “We have had diplomatic engagement with the
government in exile [the NUG]. We are in discussions about the best way to represent what
has transpired in Burma and how to represent that in the meeting.”

The official added, “I think one of the discussions has been to have an empty chair to reflect
our dissatisfaction with what'’s taken place and our hope for a better path forward.”

Amid the Biden administration’s promises to deepen its engagement with the Indo Pacific
Region, including ASEAN, Myanmar is one of the issues currently posing a threat to the
bloc’s unity and spirit.

Speaking at the US Institute of Peace, US National Security Council coordinator for the Indo-
Pacific Kurt Campbell said the Biden administration would “encourage greater diplomacy”
on Myanmar in meetings with the ASEAN leaders in Washington on Thursday and Friday.
Campbell, the White House’s “Asia Tsar”, was US assistant secretary of state for East Asian
and Pacific Affairs under President Barack Obama and a key architect of his “pivot” to Asia.

Campbell is no stranger to Myanmar, having made a historic visit to the country in 2009 to
meet with the country’s top leaders led by strongman U Than Shwe. During his trip, he also
met with then-opposition leader Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, who by that time had spent a total
of 14 years under house arrest. Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, who in 2016 was elected the
country’s de facto leader with the position of State Counselor, has been detained at an
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unknown location in Myanmar since the military ousted her government in a coup in
February last year, and is facing secret trial by the regime.

Campbell said the 10-nation regional bloc had begun important initiatives on the crisis,
including appointing an envoy to carry messages to the generals, but “most of those have
not borne fruit.”

“The United States is going to continue its active role working with other partners, but we
do want ASEAN to play a more deeply engaged role in the critical diplomacy about the next
steps in Burma,” he said. “We hope and expect ASEAN to take real initiatives in terms of
how to engage both the current government and the opposition about the way forward.”

Under Obama, the US stepped up its “principled engagement” with both the Myanmar
regime and opposition, ostensibly balancing its values and interests in Myanmar. Obama
made two historic visits to the country after the 2010 election of a quasi-civilian
government, which the following year embarked on what at the time were hailed as far-
reaching political and economic reforms.

During his first visit to Myanmar in November 2012 —the first by a sitting US president—
Obama urged leaders in the country not to extinguish the “flickers of progress that we have
seen.” Those “flickers” seem very distant today, with Myanmar back to square one.

Fifteen months on from the military takeover, the junta is still facing public protests as well
as armed resistance and insurgencies. In its attempt to counter the growing resistance, the
military regime has been brutal, arresting and imprisoning thousands of people and
torching hundreds of villages in the center of the country. Many citizens who are able,
including many members of the educated middle class, have fled Myanmar.

ASEAN’s diplomatic efforts have faltered in the face of a lack of cooperation from coup
leader Senior General Min Aung Hlaing, who was excluded from the bloc’s summit in
October for his recalcitrance.

The lack of progress in the implementation of ASEAN’s five-point consensus continues to
draw sharp criticism. Current ASEAN chair Cambodia’s requests that the bloc’s special
envoy be allowed to meet with Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and President U Win Myint, who has
also been detained, have been rejected by the military junta. The regime knows ASEAN is
divided and is confident that the bloc, while it may have the occasional carrot to offer, lacks
sticks.

So why has the US outsourced the issue to ASEAN, asking it to do more and engage more?
Because it is politically convenient?

Human Rights Watch has called for the ditching of the five-point consensus and the
adoption of a new approach. “For a year, governments around the world have stalled taking
action on Myanmar by standing behind ASEAN’s hollow words—and have nothing to show
for it,” the group’s acting Asia Director, Elaine Pearson, said in a statement. “They need to
adopt strong measures to deter further atrocities and hold the military accountable, not a
flimsy consensus that’s proven its futility.”
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Greg Poling, a Southeast Asia expert at the Center for Strategic and International Studies,
said, “The reason that the US and everybody else in the world basically keeps voicing
support for the ASEAN five-point consensus is because it passes the buck to ASEAN, either
because you don’t have better ideas or because you’re not willing to pursue things that
would actually have an impact.” It’s a view that’s hard to argue with.

More recently, some bolder proposals seem to have emerged from within ASEAN to
informally engage all stakeholders in Myanmar in an effort to find a breakthrough.
Malaysian Foreign Minister Datuk Seri Saifuddin Abdullah said ASEAN should informally
engage the NUG, National Unity Consultative Council (NUCC) and Committee Representing
Pyidaungsu Hluttaw (CRPH).

Increasingly, there is a strong desire for concrete action on Myanmar, rather than empty
words.

Human Rights Watch has called on three of ASEAN’s leading nations—Indonesia, Malaysia
and Singapore—to present Myanmar’s military leadership with “a clear, time-bound
approach” and to press for reform by taking moves to restrict its currency reserves and arms
imports. The group has also called on Biden to push the regional bloc to abandon the “failed
consensus approach” at this week’s US-ASEAN Summit.

Some in ASEAN have called for Myanmar to be expelled from ASEAN. The regime leaders
know full well that the special summit will likely produce a few lines over Myanmar and
some condemnation, and no more. Meanwhile, the junta continues to keep the country and
its citizens hostage, spotlighting the regional bloc’s pathetic failures. Myanmar’s suffering
will continue, much to ASEAN’s shame.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/editorial/asean-under-pressure-to-do-more-on-
myanmar-as-leaders-gather-in-washington.html

Trade Deal, Myanmar on Agenda as Southeast Asian Leaders Gather in US
By AFP | 12 May 2022

WASHINGTON— The US is preparing a scaled-back version of a trade pact as Southeast
Asian nations gather in Washington, where President Joe Biden is seeking to show solid
commitment in the face of a rising China.

Leaders from the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) will meet Biden for dinner
Thursday at the start of a two-day summit, part of a renewed US focus on Asia after months
of intense effort on Ukraine.

Before Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, the Biden administration had made clear that its top
priority was competition with China due to its rapid technological advances and rising
assertiveness both at home and abroad.
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Kurt Campbell, the top White House official on Asia, said the United States would raise areas
of cooperation with ASEAN leaders including fighting the COVID pandemic and disaster
relief.

He also said he expected “substantial interest” by Southeast Asian nations in the Indo-
Pacific Economic Framework, or IPEF, the latest acronym-branded US trade initiative, which
was mentioned late last year by Secretary of State Antony Blinken in Indonesia.

“We're quite confident that we’re going to be able to have a substantial launch with a very
broad range of potential players,” Campbell said at the US Institute of Peace.

Koji Tomita, Japan’s ambassador to Washington, told a separate event that he expected IPEF
to be unveiled formally a week later when Biden visits Tokyo and Seoul.

Former US President Barack Obama had proposed the Trans-Pacific Partnership, billing it as
a high-standards deal that would let the United States lead the emerging trade order in Asia.

His successor Donald Trump trashed the deal, calling free trade unfair to US workers. Biden,
seeing the shifting US political mood, has made clear he is in no rush for trade deals—and
China is now seeking to enter the Trans-Pacific Partnership’s successor.

Not seeking ‘new Cold War’

Experts briefed on IPEF said it would formally commit the United States to work with
partners on key economic priorities including ensuring smooth supply chains, fighting
corruption and promoting green energy.

Unlike traditional trade deals, it would not guarantee market access to the United States,
the world’s largest economy, the usual sweetener to persuade nations to make concessions.

Campbell said Biden knew that any initiative needed to be “fundamentally based on the
needs and desires of the people of Southeast Asia.”

“He does not want to descend Southeast Asia or Asia into a new Cold War,” he said.

“l think we recognize quite clearly that any initiative that is simply designed for competition
is likely to have difficulty gaining altitude in Asia.”

China for more than a decade has been ASEAN’s largest trading partner, despite widespread
territorial rifts between Beijing and members of the bloc, especially Vietnam and the
Philippines.

Evan Feigenbaum, a former senior State Department official, told a recent congressional
hearing that the United States has historically enjoyed its privileged place in Asia due to
both its security and economic leadership, only one of which remains.

“Even though America’s economic role is growing in absolute terms, it is receding in relative
terms, which means that, to lead, we should be leaning harder on the other pillar of our
economic leadership, which was to be a rule writer and standard setter,” said Feigenbaum,
now at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace.
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Labor advocacy group Trade Justice has already voiced alarm at IPEF, saying many Southeast
Asian nations did not have adequate treatment of workers.

Trade diplomacy has long been at the forefront of US interactions with Southeast Asia, often
seen as a victim of its own success given its perceived stability.

But the Washington summit also comes after a year of intense US pressure on Myanmar,
once hailed as a model of democratic transition, following its military coup.

US officials say they will seek to show support for democratic forces in Myanmar and may
represent the country with an empty chair during the summit.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/trade-deal-myanmar-on-agenda-as-southeast-
asian-leaders-gather-in-us.html

HRW calls for United States-ASEAN Special Summit to address region’s worsening human
rights

By Mizzima |

US President Joe Biden. Photo: EPA

The United States-ASEAN Special Summit on 12 May 2022 will
embolden autocratic leaders unless it directly confronts the
region’s worsening environment for human rights and democracy,
said Human Rights Watch (HRW) in a letter to the summit’s host,
US President Joseph Biden.

HRW believes that leaders from the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) should
also acknowledge the bloc’s failure to achieve progress in addressing the human rights and
humanitarian crisis in Myanmar since the February 2021 military coup.

“The Biden administration will need to convince ASEAN’s autocrats at the summit that the
alliance’s ultimate future depends on democratic reform,” said John Sifton, Asia advocacy
director at Human Rights Watch. “The US-ASEAN relationship needs to honestly and directly
address the region’s deteriorating human rights situation and democratic backsliding.”

The growth of autocratic rule in the ASEAN region is occurring amid increasing Chinese
government efforts to undermine human rights protections, HRW said.

US officials should speak openly, forthrightly, and publicly about specific concerns in
bilateral meetings with ASEAN members and in statements to the media about the summit,
HRW said. The Biden administration can do so most credibly and effectively by focusing on
factual situations in each country, while acknowledging the many deficiencies in the US
rights record and the US government’s efforts and challenges in taking corrective actions to
address them.

Human rights abuses have increased in ASEAN countries in recent years, HRW said. The
Myanmar military has committed mass atrocities against Rohingya Muslims and other
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ethnic groups, and anti-coup demonstrators. Outgoing Philippine President Rodrigo
Duterte’s “war on drugs” has resulted in thousands of extrajudicial executions. The one-
party Vietnamese government has intensified an ongoing crackdown and imprisoned over
150 dissidents. The Cambodian authorities are conducting mass trials, many in absentia, of
opposition political figures.

The US should press ASEAN members to abandon their failed “five point consensus”
approach to Myanmar’s crisis. Like-minded ASEAN members, including Malaysia, Indonesia,
and Singapore, should join a coordinated international effort to steer the junta toward
reform, including increasing restrictions on its foreign currency revenues and weapons
purchases. The US and these ASEAN countries should develop a clear, time-bound approach
to pressure the junta to end its abuses,

including signaling support for additional sanctions on oil and gas revenues and a Security
Council resolution instituting a global arms embargo.

“Discussing regional human rights concerns at the US-ASEAN summit will send the message
that human rights and the promotion of democracy are critical in forging a multilateral
response to the Chinese government’s assaults on the international human rights system,”
Sifton said.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/hrw-calls-united-states-asean-special-summit-address-
regions-worsening-human-rights

Min Aung Hlaing will discuss federalism in upcoming meeting with EAOs

By Mizzima |

\ ‘i\ \ "‘ V-,‘ l'/ wm‘ Coup Leader Min Aung Hlaing will discuss federalism at the
/ A | D ¢

junta’s meeting with ethnic armed organisations (EAOs),
according to Colonel Khun Okkar, the leading committee
member of the Peace Process Steering Team (PPST).

“The Coup Leader sent us a message, through his soldiers,
that he wanted to discuss federalism with the ethnic
armed organisations. He wants to implement federalism
during his administration. He wants to discuss what kind of federalism ethnic people are
asking for. He wants to discuss what he can do about the demands of ethnic people and he
wants to discuss openly with ethnic armed groups”, said Colonel Khun Okkar.

The coup Leader urged the EAO leaders to register for the meeting, the deadline for
registering was 9 May. The date of the meeting will be announced later.

Ten EAOs signed the Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement (NCA) in 2015. Five of those 10 EAOs
will attend the meeting. They are the Democratic Karen Benevolent Army (DKBA), The Karen
National Union/Karen National Liberation Army Peace Council (KNU/KNLA - Peace Council),
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the New Mon State Party, the Pa-O National Liberation Organization (PNLO) and the Arakan
Liberation Party (ALP).

The five NCA signatories not attending, according to statements made by the groups, will be
the Karen National Union (KNU), the Kachin Independence Organization/Army (KIO/KIA), the
Karenni National Progressive Party (KNPP), the Chin National Front (CNF) and the All Burma
Students Democratic Front (ABSDF) Among the groups that have not signed the NCA, the
National Democratic Alliance Army-Mongla (NDAA) will attend the meeting.

Though the meeting date has yet to be finalised Min Aung Hlaing has said he will meet all
the groups together and have individual meetings with each group, according to Colonel
Khun Okkar.

Over 70 years after Myanmar gained independence, the conflict between the military
regime and the EAOs has not yet been resolved rather, conflict has increased and the peace
process is still ongoing.

Min Aiung Hlaing waited for over a year after the coup to call for peace talks with the EAOs.
Many junta opponents believe his calling for talks now is a cynical ploy because the military
has suffered such large losses since the coup. They now need peace with the EAOs so that
they can send troops engaged in fighting the EAOs to reinforce other troops fighting non
ethnic anti-junta forces in Bamar areas such as Sagaing Region, where the army never
previously encountered resistance before the coup.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/min-aung-hlaing-will-discuss-federalism-upcoming-
meeting-eaos

EAOs Call For Inclusive Peace Talks In Naypyidaw
By Network Media Group | Thursday, May 12, 2022

Three prominent ethnic armed organisations (EAQs)
fighting with Burma’s military regime demanded that the
upcoming peace talks with the military be more inclusive
' after the interim National Unity Government and the
People’s Defence Forces were excluded.

The Karen National Union, the Karen National Progressive
Party (KNPP) and the Chin National Front (CNF) issued a
joint statement on Monday after announcing they would boycott the Naypyidaw meeting,
the date of which hasn’t yet been set.

CNF spokesperson Salai Htet Ni told NMG that the peace talks must be accountable and it
would be better if they were held in a third country. “All stakeholders must be invited. And
we need the participation of mediators like the UN and the international community.”

The joint statement said the army must stop its offensives and military expansion
throughout the country. The EAOs have long called for political dialogue to solve the
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problems of the Southeast Asian nation and establish a federal union. For this, everyone
must sit down at the same table.

Aung San Myint, second secretary of the KNPP, told the NMG that before the EAOs come to
an agreement with State Administration Council (SAC) leader and army chief Min Aung
Hlaing, they need assurances that the army will stop its attacks against them.

"They’re using heavy artillery, fighter jets, etc. They must stop violating human rights in the
areas where the ethnic groups live.” If they continue to target the EAOs and the people and
exclude many of the groups that are actively fighting against the regime, the peace talks will
be “meaningless”.

Salai Htet Ni said SAC must announce a ceasefire with all armed groups and allow
international aid agencies unfettered access to internally displaced persons in need of
humanitarian assistance.

By excluding the parallel government and all the PDFs, Min Aung Hlaing is trying to sidestep
the real political crisis in Burma, says the Chin leader. He’s pursuing a “political exit strategy”
against the people who’re rising up in revolution against the dictatorship.

4

Ta’ang National Liberation Army spokesman Col Mai Aik Kyaw said they’ll not participate on
their own. But if the Federal Political Negotiation Consultative Council (FPNCC), of which the
EAO is a member, decides to attend, they’ll also come.

The FPNCC members, the United Wa State Army, the National Democratic Alliance Army
and the Shan State Progress Party, will attend the talks in Naypyidaw. The Arakan Army,

which is also a member of the council, hasn’t yet announced its position, but the Kachin

Independence Organisation won’t attend the talks in Burma’s capital.

Regime spokesman Maj Gen Zaw Min Tun told the BBC Burmese edition that the other EAOs
attending the talks are the Karen National Liberation Army-Peace Council, the Pa-O National
Liberation Organisation, the Arakan Liberation Party, the Democratic Karen Benevolent Army, the
New Mon State Party, the Restoration Council of Shan State and the Lahu Democratic Union.

None of the groups that have announced their attendance are actively fighting against the regime.

https://www.nmg-news.net/2022/05/12/19050

KNU accuses Myanmar military of abducting civilians for use as as human shields

The group said junta troops forced around 100 civilians to act as porters during a recent march to
Mon State

Maung Shwe Wah | Published on May 12, 2022

Regime forces used more than 100 civilians as porters and human shields during a march
from Hpa-An Township in Kayin (Karen) State to Bilin Township in Mon State earlier this
week, according to the Karen National Union (KNU).
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Displaced villagers shelter in a wooded area in Mon State’s Bilin
Township in April (KNU)

Padoh Saw Soe Myint, the KNU’s chair for Thaton District in Mon
State, said a column of around 50 soldiers and members of a local
Border Guard Force (BGF) abducted the civilians from several
villages along the western bank of the Salween River, including
Paepinsaik, Wepyan, and Mae Tha Na Khee.

“They forced the civilians to carry their bags,” he said, noting that each soldier had more
than one porter. He added that some were also forced to walk ahead of the column,
suggesting that they were being used as human minesweepers.

According to a report published by the Karen State-based media outlet KIC, troops on their
way to Lay Kay, a village in Bilin Township that has seen major clashes in recent weeks,
abducted a group of civilians, including several minors, sheltering at a local monastery in the
nearby village of Kyauk Phyar on Sunday.

Last week, Lay Kay was targeted by airstrikes carried out by the Myanmar military. Fresh
clashes were also reported near the village on Monday, including one that killed a BGF
member.

An additional 50 soldiers and BGF members were sent to Lay Kay as reinforcements after
that clash, according to Padoh Saw Soe Myint.

On Tuesday, the KNU’s armed wing, the Karen National Liberation Army, attacked a convoy
of five military trucks near Ingapo, a village about 15km northwest of the town of Kyaikto in
Thaton District, which is under the control of KNU Brigade 1.

“It was an ambush. They fired back with heavy artillery. One of the vehicles was destroyed,
and there were some casualties, but we don’t know the exact numbers,” said Padoh Saw
Soe Myint.

The convoy was travelling from Waw, a town in Bago Region, when it came under attack.
Fighting was said to have lasted about 15 minutes.

Junta officials were not available for comment when contacted regarding the KNU’s claims
about the military’s use of human shields.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/knu-accuses-myanmar-military-of-abducting-
civilians-for-use-as-as-human-shields
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