PEACE Info (January 5, 2023)

NUG to promote second phase of Spring Revolution

Several outgunned resistance fighters killed in Magway Region military ambush

Ethnic Leaders Accept Honors From Regime Chief as EAOs Fight Myanmar Military
Battle between Karen rebels and junta troops intensifies in Myanmar’s Kayin State
Flash fighting already occurs in Kyarinseikgyi forcing locals fleeing homes

Myanmar Junta Allies Assassinated in Rakhine State

Arakan Liberation Party officers shot dead in Rakhine State

AA assassinates ALP chief of staff and two battalion commanders: ALP

Military plans to force IDPs out of 25 camps in Rakhine State

Fighting Breaks Out Near Inle Lake in Southern Shan State

Three Days of Clashes Leave Six Myanmar Junta Forces, Dozen Resistance Fighters Dead
Min Aung Hlaing’s Mania for the Presidency Is Alive and Well—and May Soon Bear Fruit
Myanmar Regime Learning From China’s Expertise at Media Manipulation

Chinese Special Envoy Meet Armed Groups In Yunnan

China pushes Myanmar junta to reopen border gates near Muse
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NUG to promote second phase of Spring Revolution
Published Thursday, January 05, 2023

Among the National Unity Government (NUG)’s 2023
plans, the second phase of rooting out the military
dictatorship will begin in January, the spokesperson of
NUG Prime Minister’s Office, U Nay Phone Latt told Than
Lwin Times.

It is said that the year 2023 will reportedly be the period
when NUG, allied ethnic armed organizations and revolutionary forces will wage a final battle
to eradicate the military dictatorship.

More than 20 revolutionary forces, including the NUG, issued a joint statement on New Year
Day that they want all the people of all regions and races to continue to engage the historic
revolution and that they would determine the future destiny of the country with perseverance,
courage, diligence, desire and wisdom.

U Nay Phone Latt, the spokesperson of NUG Prime Minister’s Office said that people will see
remarkable changes in the military, finance and political sectors in the near future.

However, he did not reveal in detail what tactics would be used regarding the second phase for
the revolution.

The military council is trying to hold a free and fair general election in August 2023, using the
proportional representation system (PR) in an attempt to gain recognition and a political
escape.

However, the top leaders of the Kachin Liberation Organization (KIO), Chin National Front
(CNF), Karen National Progressive Party (KNPP) and Karen National Union (KNU)’s Brigade 5 and
Brigade 2, which have been engaging with the junta forces since the coup, have expressed on
New Year Day that they will not accept the election to be held by the military council.

Comrade Salai Yaw Aung, a member of the central steering committee of the All Burma
Students Democratic Front (ABSDF), told the Than Lwin Times that 2023 is the most important
year for the Spring Revolution.

U Nay Phone Latt pointed out that the junta elections will not be successful because there are
areas under the control of NUG, revolutionary forces and EAOs around the country, even
though they have not been officially declared.

According to Special Advisory Council (SAC-Myanmar)’s report released in the second week of
September last year, the military council can fully control only 72 townships out of 330
townships in the country.
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A military and political analyst noted that the year 2023 will be a period of fierce battles for
federal democracy that will overturn the military dictatorship.

https://www.bnionline.net/en/news/nug-promote-second-phase-spring-revolution

Several outgunned resistance fighters killed in Magway Region military ambush

The eight slain men and women were in their 20s and armed only with single-shot firearms

Han Thit | Published on Jan 5, 2023

Locals from Khin-U Township of Sagaing Region flee junta
raids in November last year (Myanmar Now)

Content warning: This report contains graphic images of
human remains

Eight members of a local resistance team and a seven-
year-old girl were killed by the junta’s forces in separate
attacks in Magway Region’s Seikphyu Township this week,

according to local sources.

A Myanmar military unit of some 30 troops ambushed 21 members of the Seikphyu Bamati
Defence Team and another local resistance force in a wooded area near the village of Kyun
Chaung in the west of Seikphyu on Monday evening as they were travelling on 10 motorbikes
between villages, one of the team’s officers, Ko Paing, told Myanmar Now.

“Our own troops were only armed with single-shot guns. If only we’d had just two rifles, so
many of our members wouldn’t have died,” he said.

Five of those killed were men and three were women, he added, all of whom were in their 20s
and had previously been enrolled at university prior to the February 2021 coup.

The defence team’s commander, whose name was not confirmed at the time of reporting, was
also among the casualties.

“The leader could have survived but he noticed that his comrades were left behind, so he
provided cover for them so that they could escape, and he died,” said Ko Paing, adding that the
surviving members of the defence team escaped by climbing up a cliff.

Ko Paing said that the junta troops burned the bodies of the slain resistance fighters beyond
recognition, along with three of the group’s motorbikes, seizing the remaining seven.

He speculated that the military had received intel that the defence team would be passing
through the area that day, and noted that two scouts for the local resistance had been captured
by the soldiers one hour prior to the ambush.
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The burned bodies of of the Seikphyu township defence
team members killed in a January 2 junta ambush
(Supplied)

One day earlier, on Sunday, the military opened fire
indiscriminately on Seikphyu’s Htamakauk village using
heavy and light weapons after two local anti-junta defence
teams used drones to bomb a nearby school occupied by

some 50 soldiers.

Seven-year-old Amy Khine was killed in the junta’s retaliatory attack, and a woman was injured
in the arm by shrapnel, according to David, the deputy officer of the Seikphyu Township
People’s Defence Team, which was involved in the drone strike on the troops.

“Everyone started running when they started firing weapons, but the child couldn’t run. She
was shot and died,” he said. “Her body was retrieved by the villagers and she was cremated.
She was only seven, so she wasn’t even in school yet.”

It was not known at the time of reporting if there were junta casualties in the resistance forces’
drone attack.

Some 40 Myanmar army soldiers also opened fire on another Seikphyu Township village, Yae
Htwat, on December 28, killing a 42-year-old man and capturing a 15-year-old boy, who they
held overnight and reportedly tortured.

https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/several-outgunned-resistance-fighters-killed-in-magway-
region-military-ambush

Ethnic Leaders Accept Honors From Regime Chief as EAOs Fight Myanmar Military

By THE IRRAWADDY 5 January 2023

(Left) Karen National Union chairman Saw Mutu Say
Poe. (Right) Naw Sar L Say Poe accepts an honor on
behalf of her father Saw Mutu Say Poe from junta
chief Min Aung Hlaing.

A number of prominent ethnic minority leaders have
accepted honors from Myanmar’s military regime,
even as ethnic armed organizations (EAO) called for solidarity in the revolution against the junta
in their New Year messages.

T Khun Myat, a former lower house lawmaker for the now ousted National League for
Democracy (NLD) government, is one of those who accepted an honor from junta chief Min
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Aung Hlaing in a ceremony in the Myanmar capital Naypyitaw on January 2, as did EAO leaders
such as Saw Mutu Say Poe and Khun Okkar.

Ethnic Kachin T Khun Myat was a people’s militia leader in Shan State’s Kutkai Township and is
also a former member of the military’s proxy Union Solidarity and Development Party (USDP).
Trained as a lawyer, he served in the Union Attorney General’s Office and on the commission
for drafting the military’s 2008 Constitution.

Myanmar junta chief Min Aung Hlaing gives an honorary
decoration to former Lower House speaker T Khun Myat.

In 2018, T Khun Myat was elected as lower house speaker under
the then NLD government. Despite considerable suspicion about
his credibility, due to his close ties to the Myanmar military, he

. silenced his critics by meting out stony-faced treatment to the
military appointees who hold 25 per cent of the seats in
Myanmar’s Ieglslature as well as to his former colleagues in the USDP.

But his true colors were revealed when he continued to attend parliament following the 2021
coup, which saw the NLD government deposed and its leaders jailed.

Observers were surprised that Saw Mutu Say Poe, the leader of the Karen National Union
(KNU), the oldest ethnic organization in Myanmar, accepted an honorary title from Min Aung
Hlaing. The KNU’s armed wings are actively fighting the regime. Saw Mutu Say Poe did not
receive his title in person. Instead, his daughter Naw Sar L Say Poe accepted it on his behalf in
Naypyitaw.

Colonel Khun Okkar, patron of the Pa-O National Liberation Organization, did accept his honor
in person. He is currently engaged in peace talks with the regime, turning a blind eye to the fact
that the murderous military is solely responsible for ongoing hostilities in the country.

The junta described 2022 as the ‘year of peace’, but carried out numerous airstrikes in central
Myanmar as well as ethnic areas. It has also declared a one-year unilateral ceasefire with EAOs
until the end of 2023.

R LSl IR E R el VIyanmar junta chief Min Aung Hlaing gives an honorary
JoU? 948

it b decoration to the chairman of the Pa-O National Liberation

Organization Colonel Khun Okkar.

Another title recipient was Sai Ai Pao, the chairman of the
Shan Nationalities Democratic Party (SNDP). He has said
publicly that his party will contest the so-called election which
the regime plans to hold in August this year. Sai Ai Pao established the SNDP to contest the
2010 general election after his former political party, the Shan Nationalities League for
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Democracy, decided to boycott the poll. He was one of five ethnic Shan men to receive honors
from Min Aung Hlaing in person in Naypyitaw.

Another ethnic Kachin militia leader, Zakhung Ting Ying, who was labelled by junta media as a
‘peace broker’, also received his title in person. He is the leader of the New Democratic Army-
Kachin, which came under the control of the military when it converted to a Border Guard
Force in 2009 under the army-drafted 2008 constitution. He won an upper house seat in the
2010 general election.

Yup Zaw Khaung, an ethnic Kachin businessman and leader of the Peace-Talk Creation Group,
also accepted his title in person. He is a relative by marriage of the junta-appointed Kachin
State Chief Minister Khet Htein Nan.

Duwa Lashi La, acting president of the parallel National Unity Government, said in his New Year
message that 2023 will see a turning point in Myanmar’s revolution, as the regime faces
increased diplomatic isolation and the resistance movement continues to gain momentum.

General N’Ban La, the recently-retired head of the Kachin Independence Organization, said in
his New Year message that the military is the common enemy of all the people of Myanmar.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/ethnic-leaders-accept-honors-from-regime-chief-as-
eaos-fight-myanmar-military.html

Battle between Karen rebels and junta troops intensifies in Myanmar’s Kayin State
The junta sent in strike helicopters after 3 of its battalions were ambushed.
By RFA Burmese | 2023.01.05

Karen National Liberation Army joint forces are seen entering a
junta army base outside Kyainseikgyi city on Jan. 4, 2023.
Kyainseikgyi township People's Administration Group

Fighting between junta troops and Karen National Liberation
Army joint forces continued in Kayin State Thursday, a day

" ; after the rebel group attacked three military camps in
Kyainseikgyi township, according to Liberation Army members and local residents.

A Karen National Liberation Army member who wished to remain anonymous for security
reasons told RFA the KNLA and local People’s Defense Forces launched simultaneous attacks
Wednesday on Infantry Battalions 32, 283 and 284, based in and around Kyainseikgyi city.

“The attack started around 5.30 a.m. yesterday morning. All three battalions were attacked.
We withdrew around 9 a.m. after the fighting,” he said.
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“Military helicopters opened fire about 10 times on the areas where fighting broke out. We
got a lot of weapons and ammunition from the army in Wednesday’s battle. There were
casualties on both sides but it is difficult to tell the exact number because we are fighting
with joint forces. The relevant organizations will publish details.”

Liberation Army sources told RFA three of its fighters were killed and six injured during
Wednesday’s battle. The junta did not disclose casualties on its side but KNLA troops told
RFA they killed nearly 50 soldiers and captured others.

They said Thiri Wai, the wife of Lt. Col. Kyaw Zin Oo, the commander of Infantry Battalion 32
was among those arrested. RFA has not been able to confirm the claim.

On Thursday morning, junta forces hit back with airstrikes and bombings of Liberation Army
positions. Military attack helicopters dropped 17 bombs on the administrative office of
Karen National Union Brigade 6 in Dooplaya district, KNLA troops said. The extent of the
damage is still unknown.

The Karen National Union is the political wing of the KNLA and represents ethnic Karen in
Myanmar.

Saw Khin Maung Myint, Kayin State’s junta spokesman and economy minister, declined to
answer RFA’s questions on the conflict, saying it was a security issue.

The junta released a statement Thursday saying KNLA joint forces attacked its military camps
Wednesday, but the army was able to fight back and the KNLA retreated with many
casualties.

On Dec. 16, 2022, a week-long urban battle broke-out between junta troops and the KNLA in
Kayin State’s Kawkareik city, leaving three civilians dead and forcing more than a thousand
to flee their homes.

Translated by RFA Burmese. Written in English by Mike Firn.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/knla-battles-junta-in-kayin-state-
01052023051619.html

Flash fighting already occurs in Kyarinseikgyi forcing locals fleeing homes
PUBLISHED 5 JANUARY 2023 | BO BO MYINT

MAWLAMYAING----Fighting between Tatmadaw and Brigade-6 of Karen National Liberation
Army (KNLA) and its allies occurred in Kyarinseikgyi Township, Kayin State, since the beginning
of January 3rd night forcing tens of thousands of locals fleeing their homes as well as two
civilians were injured during the fighting, according to the locals.
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\ The dweller from Kyarinseikgyi Township said that intensified
clashes took place in 283, 284 and 32 Light Infantry Divisions
situated in the Kayin’s Kyarinseikgyi Township at night of January
3rd. There had been shooting the whole night. Around 3am, the
fighting stopped a moment. But, shooting started again in the
morning.

Due to the fighting, thousands of locals had fled their homes and
some had hidden at their homes. Moreover, the villagers nearby
Kyarinseikgyi Township fled to safer places, according to the locals.

“As heavy weapons exploded at the whole night of January 3rd,
many locals urgently fled to safer places. Although fighting was silent at a moment in the
morning of January 4th, no one dared to return home,” said one of the locals from Kyarinseikgyi
Township.

Around 3,000 locals had fled to safety due to the fighting between the Tatmadaw and KNLA’s
Brigade 6 and their allies at the Taungzun village in Kyainseikgyi Township (Winre Township,
Duplaya District of Karen National Union (KNU) in Kayin State since the beginning of December
31st night from January 3rd of 2023, according to locals.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/flash-fighting-already-occurs-in-kyarinseikgyi-forcing-locals-
fleeing-homes

Myanmar Junta Allies Assassinated in Rakhine State
By THE IRRAWADDY | 5 January 2023

The commander-in-chief of the ALA, the armed wing of the Arakan
Liberation Party, Major General Khaing Soe Mya, with junta chief Min
Aung Hlaing in Naypyitaw.

' Three leaders of the regime-allied Arakan Liberation Army (ALA) were
assassinated in Rakhine State’s capital Sittwe on Wednesday morning.

The commander-in-chief of the ALA, the armed wing of the Arakan
Liberation Party (ALP), Major General Khaing Soe Mya, Lieutenant
Colonel Khaing Kyaw Soe and Captain Khaing Thurein Na were killed in
the assassination, an ALP source told The Irrawaddy.

“They were wearing lanyards with their ID cards. It appears they were shot while driving to
Independence Day’s celebrations at the Waithali Ground in Sittwe,” he said.

Other reports said they were killed after the event.

Page 9 of 66


https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/flash-fighting-already-occurs-in-kyarinseikgyi-forcing-locals-fleeing-homes
https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/flash-fighting-already-occurs-in-kyarinseikgyi-forcing-locals-fleeing-homes

The Irrawaddy was unable to contact the ALP.

The ALP signed the Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement with President Thein Sein’s quasi-civilian
government in 2015 and is currently engaged in peace talks with Min Aung Hlaing’s regime.
Khaing Soe Mya recently met Min Aung Hlaing in Naypyitaw.

Established in 1967, the ALP is the oldest revolutionary Rakhine group. Today its popularity is
waning and it faced criticism from Rakhine communities after it set up security checkpoints and
carried out checks on passers-by.

Tensions have escalated between the ALP and the Arakan Army (AA) over conflicting allegiances
and policies. The two sides have traded arrests as relations soured.

| Three Arakan Liberation Army leaders were shot dead
while driving to junta-organized Independence Day
celebrations in Rakhine State’s capital, Sittwe.

The AA, the most powerful of the three ethnic armed
_ LU groups in the state, has a history of abducting ALP
members. In August last year, the AA detained Lieutenant Colonel Khaing Paw Lin, the liaison
officer at the ALP’s office in Sittwe and the party’s security chief.

Following the abduction, ALP members raided a house in Set Yone Su in Sittwe, firing shots and
attempting to arrest two men, one of whom escaped with bullet wounds and another was
seized.

ALP leaders claimed the two were involved in the abduction of Lt-Col Khaing Paw Lin but denied
the use of firearms in the operation.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-allies-assassinated-in-rakhine-
state.html

Arakan Liberation Party officers shot dead in Rakhine State

The bodies of three members of the ethnic armed organisation’s leadership are found in a car
after attending a junta event commemorating Myanmar’s Independence Day

Myo Thit | Published on Jan 5, 2023

- The car in which the three assassinated ALP/A officers were
\ found in Sittwe on January 4 (Supplied)

Three officers from the Arakan Liberation Party (ALP) and its
armed wing, the Arakan Liberation Army (ALA), were shot and
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killed by unidentified assailants in the Rakhine State capital of Sittwe on Wednesday, members
of the group said.

The victims were identified as ALP chief of staff Gen Khaing Soe Mya, and Col Khaing Kyaw Soe
and Cpt Khaing Thureinna of the ALA; they were found in a car in Sat Yone Su ward, where the
ALP’s office is also located.

They had been returning from an event at the Waytharli football stadium commemorating
Myanmar’s Independence Day and organised by the Rakhine State military council.

“One of our troops recognised the car and found that some people had been assassinated,” ALP
deputy chair Saw Mya Yarzar Linn told Myanmar Now. “Upon reporting to the township
administrator, we learned that those were our officers and that they were on their way back
from the Independence Day celebrations.”

She did not offer comment or speculation on who may have been behind the murders.

An eyewitness in Sat Yone Su ward said that locals in the area assumed that there had been a
traffic accident when they went to survey the scene of the crime.

“I saw three dead bodies but only from a distance. One body was slumped halfway out of the
car, and his head had been blown open,” the individual said.

Junta forces closed access to the road shortly after the attack and banned civilians from passing
through, even to donate food to monks in the estimated 10 monasteries in the area.

“We can’t even go to the market because there’s a risk that [the junta soldiers] will terrorise us
just because they’re suspicious of us,” another local in the ward said.

The ALP has been subjected to criticism by the Rakhine State public in recent months for attending
“peace talks” held by the military council last June. Some 24 Rakhine civil society organisations released
a joint statement condemning the ALP’s decision to meet with the military.

Representing the ALP at the talks was central executive committee member Col Khaing Paw Lin,
who was later detained by another Rakhine armed group, the Arakan Army, in early August.

Tension with the AA has been high, and the ALP said in a statement at the time that the
abduction threatened solidarity between the two ethnic Rakhine organisations. The ALP
accused the AA of arresting several more of their officers and members in the past, many of
whom they said were still in AA custody.

Myanmar Now tried to contact AA spokesperson Khaing Thukha for comment on the shooting
death of the three ALP/A officers, but the calls went unanswered.

https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/arakan-liberation-party-officers-shot-dead-in-rakhine-state
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AA assassinates ALP chief of staff and two battalion commanders: ALP
PUBLISHED 5 JANUARY 2023 | MG

The Arakan Liberation Party (ALP) announced on January 5 that the United League of Arakan/Arakan
Army (ULA/AA) assassinated the ALP’s Chief of Staff and two battalion commanders on January 4.

Member of the Central Working Committee of the ALP and Commander-in-Chief Major General Khaing
Soe Mya, No.101 Battalion Commander Lt. Col. Khaing Kyaw Soe and Captain Khaing Thurinda were
assassinated on the morning of January 4 while returning home from the Independence Day ceremony
organized by the Arakan State Council on Setan Road in Satyonesu district, Sittwe.

The statement said three of them died of gunshot wounds in the car they were riding in when
they were attacked by the United League of Arakan/Arakan Army (ULA/AA).

The ALP said the ULA / AA group's inhumane terrorist attack against Major General Khaing Soe Mya and
two commanders has not only damaged the unity of the Rakhine nation, but also shocked the people of
Rakhine.

It said it will seek justice for the series of assassinations as the ULA/AA group not only arrested
and tortured its leaders, party members and troops, but also illegally tortured and assassinated
the leaders of Rakhine political parties, party members, monks and people.

Major General Khaing Soe Mya has served in the party and army for about 40 years since 1984
for the liberation of Rakhine State. He is a good soldier who has fulfilled all the responsibilities
given by the party and army in the allied Kayin State and western military region of Rakhain
State. The assassination of Major General Khaing Soe Mya and two commanders is an
irreplaceable loss for the ALP and the people of Rakhine, ALP said in a statement.

The ALP is an ethnic armed organization that has signed the Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement
(NCA) and has held two peace talks with the SAC at the invitation of the SAC chairman.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/aa-assassinates-alp-chief-of-staff-and-two-battalion-
commanders-alp

Military plans to force IDPs out of 25 camps in Rakhine State

Most of the camps’ inhabitants face a choice between resettling where the military sends
them or returning home to villages made dangerous by landmines, remnants of war, and the
potential resumption of hostilities

Myo Thit | Published on Jan 5, 2023

Junta officials initiated the shutdown of 25 temporary settlements for internally displaced
persons (IDPs) near Sittwe, Rakhine State, last week, demanding that the inhabitants sign
pledges to leave, according to an IDP staying at one of the camps.
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An IDP camp in the Sittwe area, seen in December 2022
(Myanmar Now)

The military summoned representatives of the IDP
communities on December 29 to notify them of the intended
closures. IDPs were reportedly required to sign and submit a
letter to the township administration office by Tuesday, after
choosing from among three options: to move to a new place
of their own choice, live in a place assigned by the military council, or return home.

Most IDPs at the camps are reluctant to answer reporters’ questions after the military warned
them against communicating with the media about their eviction from the camps. However, a
few IDPs spoke with Myanmar Now, requesting anonymity.

“There is not a single person that doesn’t want to return home, and no one wants to live in
hardship at the IDP camp, but there isn’t a home to return to anymore!” an IDP at one of the
camps said. “There’s a direction on those forms saying we must choose one of the options, so |
opted to stay at a place they assigned.”

The form that the military required IDPs to fill out and sign (Myanmar
Now)

He added that the form said the military would provide 600,000 kyat
(5280) and two bags of rice to each IDP who opted for a place of
resettlement assigned by the military, but there would be no support for
those who resettled according to their own plans. Most IDPs opted to
move where the military sent them, he said.

“To be frank, | do not want to stay where they tell us, but we don’t have
the freedom of choice anymore, do we?” a woman living at another IDP camp said on Tuesday.
“] thought about just going back to my own village, and ultimately opted to do so as |
apparently have no other choice. | already submitted the form today.”

The woman—originally from Yae Soe Chaung village in Rathedaung Township—was conscious
of the danger from landmines and other remnant explosive devices upon returning home.

During battles between the military and the Arakan Army (AA) near her home village in 2019,
the use of explosive weapons including landmines was routine. Some 500 soldiers had been
stationed inside the village for extended periods, which raised the likelihood that there were
still remnant explosives in the area.

To avoid civilian casualties in the area, the military council would not only have to withdraw its
garrison but also sweep for mines in and near the village, she said.
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“We are afraid to go back to our own village because the military is still stationed there and no
one has swept for mines yet,” she added. “It’s a farming village, so there’s also a risk that there
are landmines set in the fields.”

Khaing Thukha, spokesperson for the AA, told Myanmar Now that the military must take
responsibility for sweeping the remnant landmines in order for the IDPs to return home.

Another IDP said she was worried about being transferred to an area where the Arakan
Rohingya Salvation Army (ARSA) is active. The armed insurgent group has been accused of
abducting and committing other acts of violence against civilians in Rakhine State.

“It’s certain that we can’t go home until there’s peace in the country, so | opted to stay at the
place arranged by [the military], but they didn’t specify where they would place us. We're
worried about being sent near Maungdaw as the ARSA is operating there,” she said.

The AA and military have been observing an informal ceasefire since late November of last year,
but the IDPs worry that fighting may resume after they move. Civilian casualties have been
reported in the state as recently as late October.

Aung Kyaw Min, Rakhine State’s junta-appointed chief minister, declared at a meeting on
December 23 that peace had been achieved in the state and that IDP camps would therefore be
shut down.

In a statement released on December 30, the United Nations’ Office for the Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs said that between August and November 2022, more than 23,000 people
had been displaced in Rakhine and southern Chin states by conflict between the AA and
military. Added to the number already displaced by the conflict, the total number of IDPs in
these areas exceeded 90,000.

Rakhine is not the only state where the junta has proposed to close temporary settlement sites
for people displaced by conflict. The Myitkyina Journal, a local news outlet, reported in a
January 3 article that the military was planning the permanent closure of more than 20 IDP
camps in and near the Kachin State capital Myitkyina.

The IDPs in these camps had chiefly been forced from their homes by fighting between the
military and the Kachin Independence Army in 2011.

According to the article, the junta plans to shut down the camps in 2023 and will present the
camps’ inhabitants with the same three choices as the IDPs in Rakhine, including resettlement
to assigned areas.

https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/military-plans-to-force-idps-out-of-25-camps-in-rakhine-
state
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Fighting Breaks Out Near Inle Lake in Southern Shan State
By HEIN HTOO ZAN | 5 January 2023

Clashes between the Inle People’s Defence Force (PDF) and junta troops with allied Pyu Saw
Htee and Pa-O National Organization (PNO) militias have broken out in southern Shan State.

PDF commander Ko Phoe Khwar, 30, another officer and a fighter have been killed in the
clashes near Than Htaung village in Nyaung Shwe Township, according to PDF spokesman Ko
Inn Saw Kuu.

“The clashes broke out southwest of Inle Lake when junta troops and their militia allies
ambushed us on Tuesday,” he said.

He added that there were at least 12 regime and militia deaths and many injuries. At least three
PDF members were detained by junta troops.

“We are discussing with our allies about the next steps. We will keep fighting until we get what
we want,” he said.

The clash was the first near Inle Lake since the Inle PDF was established last month.

Residents said the junta is increasingly using the PNO to oppress ethnic minority communities
in the area.

The PNO has been ordering every village to provide the group with a speedboat and a recruit.

Junta troops and PNO members detained about 30 residents and six NGO staff in Taung Pu Gyi
village, which is near Than Htaung, on Sunday for attending a funeral.

“They are just innocent villagers and six female staff from a rural development center. They
were attending a funeral and were arrested unlawfully. They have still not been released,” said
a Than Htaung villager who has fled his home.

Hundreds of male villagers from Than Htaung, Taung Pu Gyi and other villages near Inle have
fled to avoid being forced to work as porters for the PNO.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/fighting-breaks-out-near-inle-lake-in-southern-shan-
state.html

Three Days of Clashes Leave Six Myanmar Junta Forces, Dozen Resistance Fighters Dead
By THE IRRAWADDY | 5 January 2023

At least six regime forces and a dozen resistance fighters were killed during clashes in the last
three days when People’s Defense Forces (PDFs) and a Karen ethnic armed organization
stepped up their attacks on regime targets across the country.
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In one case, three military battalions’ bases were attacked and seized temporarily by resistance
forces in Karen State. Also, a military ration vessel was seized by PDF groups in Upper
Myanmar.

Separately, eight PDF fighters were killed in a junta ambush in Magwe Region.
Incidents were reported in Karen and Chin states and Magwe, Mandalay and Sagaing Regions.

The Irrawaddy has rounded up the following reports of significant attacks from PDFs and the
EAO.

Some military casualties could not be independently verified.
Three military battalions raided by resistance forces in Karen

Karen resistance forces during a raid on a military battalion
in Kyainseikgyi Township on Wednesday. / Kyainseikgyi
Township People’s Administration Group

Several dozen regime forces were reportedly killed in
Kyainseikgyi Township, Karen State on Wednesday when
several PDFs and the Karen National Liberation Army

: (KNLA) jointly raided three military battalions at the same
time, according to the resistance groups.

The resistance forces temporarily occupied the bases of the military’s Infantry Battalions 32,
283 and 284 before being forced to retreat from the areas as the junta conducted heavy air
strikes using fighter jets and helicopter gunships, said Kyainseikgyi’s People Administration
Group, citing resistance forces.

During the raid, resistance forces managed to burn down some military buildings at the
battalion bases.

Resistance forces arrested the wife of the commander of military Battalion 284 in the raid, but
she escaped later during the regime air strikes. Citing resistance fighters, People Administration
Group said around 200 regime forces are believed to have been killed in the raids.

Four resistance fighters were also killed in the clashes.
However, The Irrawaddy was unable to independently confirm the reports.
Military ration vessel seized by PDF groups in Sagaing

One of two military barges carrying rations and 70 soldiers was seized on the Chindwin River in
Kani Township, Sagaing Region on Tuesday night when two PDF groups attacked the
motorboats, said the Anti-Dictatorship People’s Revolutionary Army, which joined the attack.
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Junta motorboats carrying rations in the Chindwin
River in Kani Township in January. / Anti-Dictatorship
People Revolutionary Army

The two military motorboats were transporting rations
from Monywa to upper Sagaing Region along the
Chindwin River. The PDF group said they attacked the
motorboats while they were stranded on sandbanks in

the river.

After a two-hour-long shootout, resistance forces managed to seize one of the boats. The
bodies of two dead regime soldiers were left on the seized barge while other regime forces
escaped by jumping into the river.

Around 100 rice bags of supplies including beans and cooking oil were seized by the PDF groups
along with other military bags and bulletproof jackets, the PDF group claimed.

Regime forces ambushed in Sagaing

At least one regime soldier was killed and many others injured in Chaung-U Township, Sagaing
Region on Wednesday when four PDF groups ambushed 20 regime forces and pro-regime Pyu
Saw Htee militia members, said PDF group We Must Win-Guerrilla Force, which was involved in
the attack.

First, the PDF groups used land mines to ambush the regime forces from junta camps in Kan See
and Kin Mon Htaw villages while they were going out to raid nearby villages. A junta soldier was
killed in the PDF’s mine ambush.

Small clashes continued in the area as PDF forces followed and attacked the regime forces
retreating from the ambush site, the PDF group said.

A PDF video shows resistance fighters attacking regime targets.
Military battalion attacked by resistance group in Chin

Resistance fighters of Chinland Defense Force-Matupi during
training /CDF-Matupi

A junta soldier was killed and another injured in Matupi
Township, Chin State on Wednesday afternoon when
Chinland Defense Force-Matupi attacked the entrance gate
of military Infantry Battalion 304 on the Matupi-Paletwa
Road, claimed the ethnic Chin resistance group.

After the attack, the military battalion randomly shelled nearby areas until 8 p.m. that evening.
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Two regime forces killed in Tanintharyi

The funeral of a resistance fighter of Palaw-KPDF killed during a clash in
Palaw Township on Monday / Palaw-KPDF

Two regime troops and a resistance fighter were killed during a shootout
in Palaw Township, Tanintharyi Region on Monday, Palaw-Karen
People’s Defense Force said on Wednesday.

a; \ ~ |\ Thefirefight occurred with regime forces heading to Tapo Village while
: ~» | resistance fighters of two PDF groups were preparing land mines.
[

said Palaw-KPDF.

Two PDF weapons were also seized by the regime forces in the clash,

Regime forces hit by mines in Mandalay

The entrance to the town of Pyawbwe in Mandalay Region
/Cl

Some regime forces are believed to have been killed in
Pyawbwe Township, Mandalay Region on Wednesday
when Tike Daung-People Revolutionary Alliance used
remote-controlled mines to attack 10 regime forces in the
town of Pyawbwe, according to a report by local media outlet Myaelatt Athan.

Regime forces were bombed at 3 a.m. on that morning while performing security duty for a
ceremony commemorating the 75th Myanmar Independence Day, the resistance group told the
media.

Eight PDF fighters killed in junta ambush in Magwe

Improvised firearms of Seikphyu Barmehtwee-PDF seized
by regime forces

Eight resistance fighters were killed in a junta ambush in
Seikphyu Township, Magwe Region on Monday, said
Seikphyu Barmahtee-PDF group on Wednesday.

Around 15 resistance forces of Seikphyu Barmahtee-PDF
group were ambushed by the junta soldiers while they
were conducting an operation in the township.

A PDF official told local media that their fighters could not defend against the junta ambush due
to a lack of automatic firearms.
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https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/three-days-of-clashes-leave-six-
myanmar-junta-forces-dozen-resistance-fighters-dead.html

Min Aung Hlaing’s Mania for the Presidency Is Alive and Well—and May Soon Bear Fruit

By THE IRRAWADDY | 6 January 2023

Junta chief Min Aung Hlaing (left) inspects troops
during the 75th Myanmar Independence Day
Grand Military Review parade in Naypyitaw on
Jan. 4, 2023, just as military proxy president U
Thein Sein (right) did in 2015. / AFP

: Myanmar military regime chief Min Aung Hlaing’s
mania for the presidency is increasingly unchecked and, infuriatingly for the Myanmar people,
grows more visible with each passing day.

In recent days, they have cringed at the sight of the coup leader dressed in presidential attire
handing out decorations to those who have earned his favor, at commemorations of New Year
and the country’s 75th Independence Day. Then, he attended a grand military review, putting
on airs and posing as the country’s legitimate president.

In their eyes, Min Aung Hlaing has never been the country’s leader. Rather, they see him as
merely a nasty impostor who grabbed power from the elected National League for Democracy
(NLD) government in a military takeover and began committing atrocities, including air strikes
against civilians, killing more than 2,600 people so far for rejecting his rule.

Formally, Min Aung Hlaing has not yet been able to call himself Myanmar’s president—
constitutionally, the holder of that position must be elected to it by the country’s parliament. In
fact, he came to power via a coup that effectively abolished the legislature.

But he has long been, and remains, desperate to be the president. That’s why he staged a coup
against the NLD despite party leader Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s offer to him of the vice
presidency, or a new post as chairman of the Military Commission.

Right after the coup, he moved straight into the Presidential Residence.

Then, he tried to deceive the world by appointing himself prime minister, preferring to be
regarded as a civilian leader, rather than the head of a coup, while maintaining the military
chief positon. Since then he has rarely been seen in uniform. Instead, he jumped into
presidential attire to greet incoming diplomats in front of the Sihasana Palin, or Lion Throne, a
symbol of Myanmar’s sovereignty, in imitation of the country’s previous presidents.
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His mania for the presidency moved into high gear last year when he presided over a grand
military review in February, following in the footsteps of ex-president Thein Sein, a former
general. In short, Min Aung Hlaing has done almost everything that Myanmar monarchs and
presidents traditionally do—from his reverence for white elephants and obsession with
rubies, to building and consecrating pagodas and churning out honorary titles.

Junta chief Min Aung Hlaing (left) in January 2023, and
military proxy president U Thein Sein (right) after his
swearing-in ceremony in March 2011.

During the grand military reviews and ceremonies to

" @ ﬁ: confer titles, he has worn the Salwel, a sash that is one
ixz 4 }q é/‘, of the regalia of the Myanmar president, mimicking the
. AR m pose of Thein Sein when the latter was sworn in as

president at the Parliament in 2011.

Min Aung Hlaing plans to hold a general election in August—a must if he is to convene the
Parliament and be elected president of Myanmar.

In his speeches to mark New Year and the 75th anniversary of Independence Day, Min Aung
Hlaing therefore stressed that his regime is working hard to hold the election nationwide,
ignoring the fact that his regime is losing ground in many parts of the country.

Min Aung Hlaing may however push ahead with his plan and order the Union Election
Commission appointed by him to postpone the voting in some electorates, citing security
reasons.

Taking no chances, he has also suppressed the National League for Democracy (NLD)—which he
still sees as a threat, even after imprisoning its leader, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi—and is in the
process of replacing the first-past-the-post electoral system with proportional representation to
ensure there is no landslide victory for a single party.

Min Aung Hlaing also installed Khin Yi, who served as police chief under the previous regime
and is known for his brutal crackdown on activists who protested against it, as chairman of the
military’s proxy Union Solidarity and Development Party (USDP). The party has been making
moves to solidify its position ahead of the planned poll.

With the NLD boycotting the election, the USDP is much more likely to win a majority in the
Parliament. With 25 percent of seats constitutionally reserved for the military, Min Aung
Hlaing’s dream seems set to become a reality, as USDP members and military appointees would
vote for him to become president.

Meanwhile, Min Aung Hlaing is required under the constitution to hand power back to the
National Defense and Security Council (NDSC) at the end of this month. The election must be
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held within six months of that date. To maintain the military’s grip on power ahead of its plan
for a so-called election in August, he would form a “transition council” under his leadership.

All of which guarantees that military rule will not really end in six months, or beyond the
planned election, which he will use to legitimize his presidency by any means.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/analysis/min-aung-hlaings-mania-for-the-presidency-is-
alive-and-well-and-may-soon-bear-fruit.html

Myanmar Regime Learning From China’s Expertise at Media Manipulation
By BERTIL LINTNER |5 January 2023

There is no doubt that China in just a couple of decades has
transformed itself from a poor Asian country into an economic,
political and even military superpower. But little attention has been
paid to the way in which China has also established a media and
information imperium with tentacles spreading all over the world.

That would not be especially remarkable, had it not been for the way
in which China’s ruling communist party is using its own media
outlets, and the influence those exercise over newspaper, internet
sites and blogs in some other countries, to promote its own
undemocratic system as an alternative to “liberal democracy”, as
well as peddling misinformation about, for instance, the situation in
its ethnic minority regions of Xinjiang and Tibet.

China’s propaganda apparatus even tries to influence other countries domestic policies by
planting false news and manipulating public figures. In Beijing’s Global Media Offensive: China’s
Uneven Campaign to Influence Asia and the World, Joshua Kurlantzick, a senior fellow for
Southeast Asia at the Council on Foreign Relations (CFR), examines China’s global media
offensive and how the leaders in Beijing are increasingly cooperating with their comrades in
Moscow in their efforts to become global media influencers.

China has, as Kurlantzick points out, often failed to reap gains from its efforts, but it has been
successful in exporting “its political and internet control models” to some like-minded regimes
in Asia — among them Myanmar, Cambodia and Vietnam. These campaigns, Kurlantzick argues,
may “not only help protect the ruling Party [in China]; they may also help China build alliances
with autocracies and undermine press freedoms, human rights, and democracy across the
globe.” CFR may be a United States (US)-based think-tank but it is independent and non-
partisan, and often publishes reports critical of Washington and its policies.

Although Kurlanzick’s study focuses on the media, it should also be mentioned in this context
that Reuters, on July 11 last year, identified three Chinese companies that have supplied
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Myanmar with cameras with facial recognition capabilities which now are in place in cities all
over the country, enabling the junta to track down and identify opponents to the dictatorship.
Two of the three companies — the Shenzhen-based technology giant Huawei Technologies and
Zhejiang Dahua Technology in Hangzhou in Zhejiang province — did not respond to Reuters
request for comment. The third company, Hikvision, another partly state-owned company also
based in Hangzhou, issued a vague and ambiguous statement saying that the company had
never sold any equipment “directly to Myanmar government authorities.”

Hikvision claimed also that it had not provided Myanmar with facial recognition technology. But
The Irrawaddy has learned from industry sources that Hikvision has used local Chinese and
Myanmar middlemen to transfer such equipment to the junta, and that such indirect sales to
Myanmar have increased dramatically over the past year. Chinese companies have also
supplied the military regime with technology that makes it possible to monitor the internet,
hack into independent websites, and control the flow of news from Myanmar to the outside
world.

Kurlantzick quotes a speech at the United Nations (UN) by China’s then president Hu Jintao in
2005 as an early example of how Beijing has for years been trying to sell its version of
authoritarianism to the outside world by stating that all states should have “respect for
countries’ right to choose independently their own social systems and paths of development.”
Needless to say, that is impossible in Myanmar and other dictatorships because the people in
those countries have no right to elect their own governments. No one has “chosen” to be
oppressed and ruled by a small group of ruthless villains who have usurped power. But the
leaders in Beijing probably don’t care what ordinary people think. China’s model is fairly
straight-forward: authoritarian rule, not democracy, leads to economic development. And, to
some extent, that notion has been accepted by rulers and politicians in some Asian, African and
South American countries.

China’s charm offensive, which began in the late 20t and early 215t centuries has, in some ways,
not been that different from the so-called “soft power” efforts pursued for years by many
Western countries, among them the US, France and the United Kingdom, as well as the
European Union. China has established Confucius Institutes in a host of foreign countries and,
on the surface, they don’t seem to be that different from the United States Information Service,
the British Council or Alliance Francaise.

But the Confucius Institutes go much further then its Western equivalents. According to
Kurlantzick, the US Senate’s Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations found in a report
issued on February 19, 2019, that many American universities had allowed Confucius Institutes
to be set up on their campuses “with minimal oversight and little knowledge of the Chinese
governance of the Confucius Institute program, even though the institutes can come with
strings that compromise academic freedom.”
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The decision to name its institutes after the Chinese philosopher Confucius (actually a Latinized
form of Kong Fuzi, or ‘Master Kong’), who is believed to have lived from 551 to 479 BCE, could
not have been an easy one to make. During the last three years of his life, 1973-76, the old
Chinese dictator Mao Zedong and his wife Jiang Qing launched a campaign called “Criticize Lin,
Criticize Confucius”. Lin was of course Lin Piao, Mao’s former heir who allegedly planned to
stage a coup and then tried to escape to the Soviet Union. But the plane crashed under
mysterious circumstances in Mongolia in September 1971 and, as a possible opponent to Mao,
he was branded “an enemy of the people”.

Confucius, Mao and Jiang claimed, had stood for feudalism, slavery and the denigration of
women. Traces of Confucian thought which still remained in the consciousness of the Chinese
people in the 1970s thus hindered the country’s development, Mao and Jiang argued.

In today’s ‘reformed’ China, the Confucius Institutes are overseen by China’s United Front Work
Department (UFWD), a department that is directly controlled by the Central Committee of the
Chinese Communist Party. It is known to be gathering intelligence and managing relations with
individuals and organizations inside and outside China.

UFWD operatives and local informants working for the outfit are, among other things,
suspected of monitoring overseas popular protests against Beijing and its policies. That
happened in Hong Kong during the pro-democracy demonstrations there in 2019-2020. Further
away from China’s immediate periphery, there were demonstrations outside China’s embassy
in Yangon, which must have shattered the powerholders in Beijing. China, a longtime supporter
of the Myanmar military, was and has never been popular among the public at large. Hence,
China’s support for the junta’s efforts to identify opponents to military rule, whether they are
spotted by surveillance cameras in public, or identified through policing of the internet.

Apart from the Confucius Institutes, another major way in which the Chinese leadership is
trying to influencing public opinion in foreign countries, Kurlantzick states, is “contents-sharing
deals” with media in selected countries. They are offered free dispatches from the official,
government-controlled news agency Xinhua and programs aired by Chinese national television
in return for having some of their material appear in Chinese media. In Thailand, the Matichon
Group, of which the well-respected website Khaosod is a part, announced a content-sharing
deal with Xinhua in 2019.

Khaosod began running Xinhua articles for free and among the first pieces were articles on the
2019 Hong Kong protests that portrayed the demonstrators as “tools of Western agitators” and
Xinjiang as a place where “equality, solidarity and harmony among ethnic groups and religions
have prevailed.” People in the region were also supposed to be “enjoying peace and stability.”
According to human rights groups, the Chinese authorities have detained as many as a million
Muslim Uyghurs in Xinjiang and have perpetrated widespread sexual violence against local
women.
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A report from the UN’s High Commissioner for Human Rights, released in August last year,
concluded that “serious human rights violations have been committed,” including “arbitrary
and discriminatory detention of members of Uyghur and other predominantly Muslim groups”
which, it asserted, “may constitute international crimes, in particular crimes against humanity.”
When the Matichon Group was criticized by, for instance Tyler Roney writing for Foreign Policy,
for striking a deal with Xinhua, the response from a Khaosod editor was that “there are two
sides to a story” and “we believe in the judgment of our readers.”

Elsewhere in the region, government-controlled TV stations in Laos, Cambodia and Timor Leste
have links with Chinese media firms. In Cambodia, the government has also created a new set
of rules governing its domestic internet which copies China’s internet laws. In Vietnam, whose
relations with China have not, to say the least, always been smooth, the authorities have
emulated not only China’s model of state power but also implemented new cyberspace
legislation akin to that in China.

Kurlantzick also points out that in Myanmar, “the junta government, which seized power in
February 2021, quickly tried to implement new cyberspace laws and regulations similar to
China’s internet laws.” Xinhua frequently quotes news material from junta mouthpieces such as
The Global New Light of Myanmar and The Mirror. Chinese state media has also signed content-
sharing deals with Chinese-language outlets in Myanmar, at least at some stage, while in 2012,
China Radio International signed an agreement with Myanmar state TV to broadcast Chinese
shows.

More controversially, in 2018 the Dehong Group in Yunnan that publishes Pauk Phaw entered
into a content-sharing agreement with the Myitkyina News Journal, which before the coup was
one of Kachin State’s most respected newspapers. Myitkyina News Journal’s editors stated
after the deal was struck that they had hoped to get sources in China. The paper is still being
published, but as a website and on Facebook. Several of its editors had to flee after the 2021
coup.

Naturally, since it examines a global media effort, Kurlantzick’s book deals with not only
Southeast Asia’s media, but also the rest of the world and especially Africa, where China’s often
not-so-subtle charm offensive has been easier to observe and discern. The book is a brilliant
account of how Beijing’s multi-pronged campaign is unfolding, and it should be read by anyone
interested in press freedom and what China’s leaders are doing to manipulate the media
throughout the world, so as to control democratic forces at home and in other countries.

Beijing’s Global Media Offensive: China’s Uneven Campaign to Influence Asia and the World by
Joshua Kurlantzick is published by Oxford University Press.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/culture/books/myanmar-regime-learning-from-chinas-expertise-
at-media-manipulation.html
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Chinese Special Envoy Meet Armed Groups In Yunnan
By SHAN | January 5, 2023

Deng Xijun, China’s new special envoy to Burma, met late last year in Yunnan Province with
leaders of seven ethnic armed organisations that are part of the Federal Political Negotiation
and Consultative Committee.

Nyi Rang, the head of the United Wa State Army (UWSA) Liaison Office in Lashio, said the
meeting was mainly a meet and greet, but admitted that he did not know exactly what they
talked about.

The leaders of the UWSA, Kachin Independence Army, National Democratic Alliance Army, Shan
State Progress Party, Arakan Army, Ta’ang National Liberation Army and Myanmar National
Democratic Alliance Army were all present. Several of the armed groups are fighting the
military regime.

SSPP spokesperson Maj Phone Han was unable to provide details about the meeting when
pressed, but SHAN was able to independently confirm that the meeting was held in Simao
District.

Political analysts speculated that China wanted to meet ethnic leaders to discuss their positions
on the elections, which the regime said would be held sometime this year.

FPNCC members meeting.

Than Soe Naing said China has the largest
investment in Burma and will closely monitor
current political affairs, especially regarding
the military and the 2023 national elections.

“The National Unity Government and the
People’s Defence Forces have already

) ] @: announced that they will launch a counter-
offensive agamst Burma military...After China replaced its old special envoy...they want to
understand detailed information about the situation in Burma.”

Deng Xijun was the Chinese ambassador to the Association of Southeast Asian Nations until
November 2022, when he succeeded Sun Guoxiang as special envoy to Burma.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/25699
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China pushes Myanmar junta to reopen border gates near Muse

It remains unclear whether the military council will bow to Chinese officials’ pressure to open
the four remaining checkpoints in the 105 Mile Trade Zone in northern Shan State

Aung Naing | Published on Jan 5, 2023

A Myanmar national seen on a truck in Jiegao, Yunnan, in
September 2007 (STR/AFP)

Chinese authorities urged the Myanmar military council’s
ministry of commerce this week to reopen border crossings
previously closed to control the spread of Covid-19,
according to sources active in the border trade.

Several gates on the border between northern Shan State’s Muse District and Yunnan Province
in China have opened and closed periodically since the outbreak of the Covid-19 pandemic. One
of five checkpoints in Muse’s 105 Mile Trade Zone reopened in late November 2022, with four
gates remaining closed.

“The Chinese government desperately wants to reopen all the border gates, but our side is
hesitant,” a border trader from Muse told Myanmar Now. “China shut down all borders when
the pandemic was happening in Myanmar but they want to reopen the gates now that their
country is the one facing it.”

According to the trader, Chinese authorities met with officials from the Myanmar junta’s
commerce ministry on Tuesday and entrusted them with the decision regarding whether to
reopen the border crossings.

Yunnan provincial authorities issued an order on Monday to reopen their own border
checkpoints within the following week in order to revive commerce between the two countries
while reducing the number of illegal border crossings.

The Yunnan authorities’ statement said that trucks as well as small vehicles would be allowed
to pass through the border gates, and that they were “preparing eagerly” to resume cross-
border trade.

According to the Muse-based border trader, reopening the border gates may allow for a
smoother, uninterrupted flow of goods and more job opportunities.

“People from our side are also requesting that the border checkpoints not be closed again after
reopening this time. They kept opening and closing randomly after the first reopening,” he said.

Beginning in late November 2022, the people of China mounted widespread strikes to protest
severe pandemic-related restrictions on travel and business activities. The cities of Ruili, Jiegao,
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and Wanding on the border with Muse District were among the areas where these restrictions
were subsequently lifted.

China is Myanmar’s largest commercial partner, with overland trade goods flowing mostly
through border gates in the towns of Muse, Chin Shwe Haw, and Kengtung in Shan State, as
well as the towns of Lweje and Kanpaikti in Kachin State.

According to the military’s commerce ministry, goods worth US$1.9 billion moved through
these border crossings between April and December of 2022.

https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/china-pushes-myanmar-junta-to-reopen-border-gates-
near-muse
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https://burmese.voanews.com/a/reaction-on-myanmar-political-prisoners-release/6904711.html
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oﬁ:mo: 11 Prachatai 2000&: Thai prosecutors indict U.S. citizen and Myanmar tycoon on drug

charges

https://burma.irrawaddy.com/news/2023/01/05/257114 .html
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