PEACE Info (December 13, 2022)

More communities in Myanmar’s heartland persecuted for supporting resistance
Myanmar Regime Forces Torch Over 38,000 Homes Since Coup

Juntaindiscriminately arrests Mon State villagers after shooting death of two police officers
Medical Charity Slams Myanmar Junta Access Restrictions

Ta’ang Troops Defeat Myanmar Junta Attackers

Myanmar army drops massive aerial bombs during northern Shan State clashes, TNLA says
At Least a Dozen Myanmar Junta Forces Killed in Three Days of Resistance Attacks

NCA Forms Negotiation Team Before Meeting Regime

Military council says it’s not ready for a meeting with 7 NCA-signatories

Myanmar’s Generals: The Banality of Evil

India Urged to Back ASEAN Peace Plan for Myanmar

Malaysian court lifts stay on deporting 114 Myanmar nationals

Myanmar Junta Toasts Energy Deals with Russia’s Atomic Agency

Canada adds sanctions on Russia, Iran, Myanmar over human rights

Canada sanctions Myanmar jet fuel suppliers

Myanmar's UN Ambassador Reportedly Renewed for Another Year Despite Junta's
Opposition

Nearly 1 miIn stimulant tablets seized in central Myanmar
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More communities in Myanmar’s heartland persecuted for supporting resistance

In the anti-junta stronghold of Depayin Township, the military has torched some 2,000 homes
in 19 villages in recent weeks in ‘despicable’ arson attacks

Thura Maung | Published on Dec 13, 2022

The ruins of Let Pan Gyi village in Khin-U Township of Sagaing
Region pictured after a military arson assault on November 20
(Myanmar Now)

Myanmar junta troops set more villages in the country’s
heartland ablaze in recent weeks in an attempt to punish
residents for offering support to the anti-coup resistance

movement.

More than 2,000 households in at least 19 villages in Sagaing Region’s Depayin Township were
destroyed in the latest campaign of military raids which began on November 30 and has
included repeated assaults on some locations.

Depayin sits west of the Mu River, a critical tributary of the Ayeyarwady, the country’s biggest
waterway. The township is a prominent resistance stronghold, where anti-regime armed forces
have been fighting against the occupying soldiers stationed there by the junta since the months
that immediately followed the February 2021 military coup.

Two Myanmar army columns departing the towns of Ye-U from the north on November 30 and
Depayin from the west on December 3 systematically struck area villages as they advanced
through the township. The assaults resulted in the deaths of three civilians, with several more
still missing at the time of reporting, according to sources within the resistance.

Map of some of the villages that were
torched by the military in Depayin Township,

s sond P

Sagaing Region, during the recent raids

YE-U TOWNSHIP

(Myanmar Now)

%“ 7, ' The communities that bore the brunt of the
" DEPAYIN Ysé;:m 5 raids were Na Myar, Nyaung Hla, In Pin,
. - TOWNSHIP .
k. . 41 Letyetkone, Mu Ka Twin, and Ma Yoe Kone,
4 where nearly 1,300 houses were torched in
total by the regime forces, the resistance
sources said, citing data collected after the

soldiers had left.

In Ma Yoe Kone, more than 90 of around 400 households were burned. It was in Ma Yoe Kone
that the three civilian casualties of the campaign were killed by junta troops, in attacks
perpetrated on December 4 and 9.
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One house and a two-storey monastery building—which held ancient Buddhist relics and other
sacred items—were destroyed in the village during the first arson attack, a resident monk told
Myanmar Now on the condition of anonymity.

“Never in my whole life have | seen such despicable people,” he said, referring to the Myanmar
army soldiers. “All forms of life, including humans and animals, are in crisis because of them. All
of us have been on the run. They have really lost their humanity.”

After the second assault, the bodies of the three slain residents were found, a Ma Yoe Kone
local said, adding that only two of the victims could be identified: 70-year-old Chit Lay, who had
a bullet wound to the head, and an 80-year-old woman named Daw Paing, found dead inside
her burned home.

All that remained of the third body, which had been burned, was a skull and bone fragments.

“Charred remains, including a skull and some parts of the spine, were found,” the villager
explained. “[The soldiers] burned the body on a pile of wood. Another one was shot dead. One
of the bodies belonged to a blind woman who we had to leave behind as she couldn’t run.”

During the December 9 raid, 90 more homes were burned down, most of which belonged to
the village’s more affluent residents, who were believed to have provided support to the
resistance.

“They targeted wealthy households. Almost the entire central part of the village is gone. Those
were where all the big houses were,” the local told Myanmar Now.

A resident from Letyetkone, which was raided by regime forces on December 10, said that
some 200 homes were lost in the attack, which was perpetrated even though there had been
no recent clashes between resistance fighters and the Myanmar army in the area.

No Letyetkone residents were arrested or killed, as most managed to flee before the raid
began, he said.

The military launched an airstrike on the village’s school in September in which seven children
and six other residents were killed.

“Our houses were reduced to ashes again. There weren’t even any clashes near us. The locals
fled when they started firing heavy artillery shells as they entered the village,” the resident
explained.

Junta forces terrorised the village of Me Oe on December 11, reportedly leaving behind a threat
written on a blackboard in its school, warning that those who supported members of the anti-
regime People’s Defence Force (PDF) would “suffer.”

“The more you support the PDF, the more you will suffer from war,” the message, seen by
Myanmar Now, said. “The more villages are reduced to ashes, the more you will be forced to
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live in areas where there is no infrastructure. As long as one supports the PDF rebels, they will
surely suffer.”

Thatti, who leads a local anti-junta defence team operating in Depayin, described the military’s
destruction of villages in the township as vengeful and cowardly.

“As we all know, Depayin is a stronghold of the revolutionary forces in Sagaing. The regime
can’t get a foothold here... Maybe that is why they are picking on this place,” he said. “They
appear to be sparing no village. If they are able to fight, the soldiers do not need to burn down
local households. They should just find where the PDFs are and fight us, even kill us. But setting
houses on fire is despicable.”

https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/more-communities-in-myanmars-heartland-persecuted-
for-supporting-resistance

Myanmar Regime Forces Torch Over 38,000 Homes Since Coup
By THE IRRAWADDY | 13 December 2022

In its continuous spree of war crimes and crimes against humanity, Myanmar’s military regime
burned down 38,383 houses in 12 states and regions from May 2021 till November this year,
according to independent research group Data For Myanmar (DFM).

Sagaing and Magwe regions, the strongholds of armed resistance to the junta, suffered the
heaviest damage, with regime forces committing daily arson attacks on civilian homes.

From May 2021 to November 2022, Sagaing Region suffered the most with some 27,496 houses
torched, while neighboring Magwe Region lost 7,818 civilian buildings to junta arson attacks,
stated DFM in its latest report, released on December 10. An estimated 1,475 houses in Chin
State were also destroyed.

Incident Map: Number of houses burned down by Myanmar's Military Locations ijunta arson attaCkS aCross the Country. /
DFM

o, In Sagaing alone, regime arson attacks were reported in

/€ 3%
'ﬁ , 32 out of 37 townships, said DFM. Four of those
aisie townships: Khin-U, Pale, Kantbalu and Taze, suffered the
highest number of arson attacks, with each township
losing around 2,200 homes.

Local residents and People’s Defense Forces (PDF) told
- The Irrawaddy recently that regime forces and pro-junta
Pyu Saw Htee militia are intentionally burning down
villages in Sagaing and Magwe without any provocation.
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Before torching houses, the Myanmar military also loots the properties of any items of value
including livestock, furniture and electronic accessories, as well as agriculture machinery and
equipment, said residents who have witnessed villages being looted.

Incident Map: Number of houses burned down by Myanmar's Reported junta arson attacks in Saga”]g Reg|on / DFM

Military in Sagaing Region

During the raids, junta soldiers have killed not only resistance
fighters but civilians they encountered including senior
citizens, children and disabled people.

Several thousand people in Sagaing and Magwe are currently
displaced by raids and arson attacks, said PDFs and civil
society groups. They are in urgent need of humanitarian
assistance.

On December 3, the United Nations Office for the
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UNOCHA) said that the
number of people internally displaced since last year’s coup
has topped 1.1 million.

UNOCHA’s humanitarian operations have been hampered by fighting, tight security, restricted
access and threats against aid workers, added UNOCHA in a report issued December 3.

Amid calls from the international community, including the UN, for an end to all forms of
violence, the junta has brazenly continued to commit atrocities including burning people alive,
arbitrary torture and killing of civilians, extrajudicial killings of resistance detainees, using
civilians as human shields, artillery and airstrikes on residential areas, looting and burning
houses and acts of sexual violence.

As of Monday, 2,572 people had been killed by the junta and 16,547 people, including elected
government leaders, arrested or detained since the coup, said the Assistance Association for
Political Prisoners, a rights group monitoring deaths and arrests.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-regime-forces-torch-over-38000-homes-
since-coup.html

Junta indiscriminately arrests Mon State villagers after shooting death of two police officers

The Paung Township village where the policemen were stationed is a known NLD stronghold
where the junta has been unable to install its administrative mechanism, locals say

Esther J | Published on Dec 13, 2022

The military arrested around 20 people in Paung Township, Mon State, on Saturday after two
junta policemen stationed in their village were shot earlier that day, according to local sources.
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Junta soldiers and police officers prepare to crack down on
protesters in Mandalay during the second week of February 2021
(Myanmar Now)

The officers, Ko Ko and Khine Zaw Htun—who were posted by the
Zin Kyaik town police station to Oke Ta Dar village around four
miles away—were shot and killed by unidentified gunmen while
riding a motorcycle on Saturday near the neighbouring village of Hpalat.

Ko Ko, who was driving, was reportedly shot nine times, while Khine Zaw Htun was killed by two
gunshot wounds to the neck.

Myanmar army soldiers proceeded to carry out indiscriminate arrests of Oke Ta Dar youth, with
the exact number of people detained not known at the time of reporting, nor where they were
being held.

“They were shot in Hpalat, but the military targeted Oke Ta Dar,” a local man explained.
Hpalat is located two-and-a-half miles from Oke Ta Dar.
Shots were also fired by troops at the village, according to the local source.

Myanmar Now was unable to independently verify the extent of the crackdown at the time of
reporting.

Oke Ta Dar, a known stronghold of the National League for Democracy—whose administration
was ousted in the February 2021 coup—remains one of the only villages in Paung Township
where the military council has been unable to install its own administrator, locals said.

The Zin Kyaik town police station has been targeted in multiple attacks by anti-junta defence
forces over the past year, including bombs dropped by drones on two occasions in early
December, and an earlier bombing in October 2021.

Gunmen also opened fire on the site in November.

https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/junta-indiscriminately-arrests-mon-state-villagers-after-
shooting-death-of-two-police-officers

Medical Charity Slams Myanmar Junta Access Restrictions
By MUKTADIR RASHID | 13 December 2022

DHAKA — Médecins Sans Frontieres (MSF) says its team in Rakhine State is struggling to provide
health care because of restrictions imposed by Myanmar’s junta.
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“We have operations both in northern and eastern Rakhine ... We are facing challenges in
reaching out to our patients,” Claudio Miglietta of MSF, also known as Doctors Without
Borders, told the media in Dhaka.

“In Myanmar they have put additional restrictions on movement and not allowed organizations
to some areas because of security. Those are the areas where we have a lot of beneficiaries. So
we cannot reach them as we used to do before,” Miglietta said.

He said the team in Cox’s Bazar, eastern Bangladesh, can no longer manage operations in
Myanmar.

“Although the ceasefire will hopefully improve access, the activities in that area will continue to
be affected and the civilian population will continue to face challenges.”

An informal ceasefire between the Arakan Army and junta in Rakhine was agreed on November
25.

“This should improve the access, also in terms of supplies,” Miglietta told The Irrawaddy.

MSF reported that the February 2021 coup left public health care in disarray, threatening
millions of people’s access to health care.

The group’s International Activity Report in 2021 said MSF had at least 1,165 people working in
Myanmar in 2021.

MSF has been working in Myanmar since 1992.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/medical-charity-slams-myanmar-junta-access-
restrictions.html

Ta’ang Troops Defeat Myanmar Junta Attackers
By THE IRRAWADDY | 13 December 2022

Myanmar’s regime has suffered a heavy defeat to the Ta’ang National Liberation Army (TNLA)
in northern Shan State despite using airstrikes, according to analysts.

Fighting broke out after the regime airlifted an estimated 200 troops in five helicopters to
northwest Namhsan Township on December 7 to attack a TNLA base.

TNLA is an ethnic armed group that has been fighting for autonomy for the ethnic Palaung or
Ta’ang people in northern Shan State.

One helicopter landed near a hill where TNLA troops were deployed and came under attack.
Junta troops were soon besieged while regime bases shelled the rebel troops, according to
residents.
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The regime has now carried out around 30 air raids, Shwe Phi Myay media reported. Ten air
raids were reported on Sunday.

Junta troops were reportedly trapped near Konethar village where some were captured by the
TNLA last Friday.

By Sunday remaining junta troops were surrounded by TNLA troops, according to sources from
the rebel group.

“The regime has not been able to send ground reinforcements for fear that they would also be
besieged by the TNLA. The regime can’t send airborne soldiers as TNLA’s attacks on helicopters
have proved to be damaging,” said a military analyst.

The TNLA has not reported on junta casualties. The Irrawaddy could not independently verify
the reports.

Dozens of buildings, including a monastery, were burned and damaged in the fighting. Around
2,000 villagers have fled their homes.

The Namhsan assault has been compared to a 40-day operation at Meewa village in northern
Kyauktaw Township, Rakhine State, in March and April 2020.

The regime dispatched troops in eight helicopters to rescue soldiers besieged by the Arakan
Army (AA). The AA crushed the entire junta deployment and captured around 10 soldiers,
including the battalion commander. He appeared not to have been released.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/taang-troops-defeat-myanmar-junta-
attackers.html

Myanmar army drops massive aerial bombs during northern Shan State clashes, TNLA says

Some of the bombs targeted the battlesite in Namhsan Township, but others fell near a
village outside of the area of fighting, according to a spokesperson from the Ta’ang forces

Nyein Swe | Published on Dec 13, 2022

TNLA troops are seen in Namhsan Township in 2014
(EPA)

~ The junta launched a total of more than 30 airstrikes
_ against the Ta’ang National Liberation Army (TNLA) in
| northern Shan State over the past week in an ongoing
offensive against the ethnic armed organisation in
Namhsan Township, a representative for the group
said.
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Since the military advance began on December 7, the TNLA has been resisting the ground and
air attacks on their base in Kone Thar village, 10 miles north of Namhsan town.

In addition to some 100 reinforcement troops airlifted to the area by helicopter, TNLA spokesperson Lt-
Col Tar Aik Kyaw said that the junta had been dropping highly explosive 500-pound aerial bombs around
the battlesite—as well as on civilian areas—and firing 120mm and 105mm artillery shells from bases in
Manton and Momeik (Mong Mit) townships, 30 miles north.

“The 500-pound bombs were dropped on five locations on the night of December 11,” he told
Myanmar Now. “Two of them were dropped on the area of fighting, and the remaining three
were dropped near Ye Pone village in Momeik Township where there was no fighting.”

While there have been local reports that the TNLA shot down a junta helicopter, Tar Aik Kyaw
could not confirm them.

“We returned fire using the small arms we had, but | don’t know if they hit the targets,” he
explained.

More than 1,000 locals displaced from five villages in the area were forced to take refuge in a
monastery in Namhsan, according to a local social welfare group.

As of Monday morning, active fighting had paused but the TNLA reported that military aircraft
were still seen surveilling the area and that tension remained high.

Myanmar Now was unable to independently verify the TNLA’s account of the recent fighting in
Namhsan, nor has the military council released any information on its activities in the region.

Clashes with the TNLA have been sporadic since the February 2021 coup. The junta’s forces
have also engaged in intense battles with the Kachin Independence Army and the Myanmar
National Democratic Alliance Army in northern Shan State during this period.

https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-army-drops-massive-aerial-bombs-during-
northern-shan-state-clashes-tnla-says

At Least a Dozen Myanmar Junta Forces Killed in Three Days of Resistance Attacks
By THE IRRAWADDY | 13 December 2022

At least 12 Myanmar junta forces were killed in the last three days as People’s Defense Force
groups (PDFs) continued to attack regime targets across the country.

Incidents were reported in Sagaing, Magwe and Bago regions and Mon State.
The Irrawaddy has rounded up the following reports of significant attacks from PDFs.

Some military casualties could not be independently verified.
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Two regime forces killed in PDF ambush in Magwe

Two regime soldiers were killed and four others injured in Myaing Township, Magwe Region on
Monday when Myaing-PDF group attacked 120 regime troops raiding Ashae Nyaung Dwin
Village, the PDF group said.

It claimed PDF fighters ambushed the junta soldiers from close range and used drones to drop
bombs on regime targets.

The PDF members abandoned their attack when the regime forces used 40 civilian detainees as
human shields, the PDF group said.

Four junta soldiers killed by PDF land mines in Sagaing
An improvised land mine of Myohla-PDF in Katha Township. / Myohla-PDF

Four regime troops were killed and at least 10 others injured in Katha
Township, Sagaing Region on Sunday when Myohla-PDF used land mines to
ambush a military detachment of 67 troops, the PDF group said.

. The regime forces walked into a PDF minefield while heading to Moetar
Village from Chaung-Wa Village in the township.

Photos taken by the PDF show the ambush area littered with soldiers’

severed feet.

Police station bombed in Sagaing

Local resistance group Tike Nal Swun PDF claimed it and another PDF group used improvised
mortar rounds and 40-mm explosives to attack 100 regime forces stationed at the Nyaung Pin
Waun Police Station in Sagaing Township, Sagaing Region on Sunday.

Military casualties were unknown.

Regime forces from the police station have been looting and burning houses in nearby villages
for days, the PDF group said.

After being bombed, the regime forces responded with heavy explosives and firearms.
PDF groups clash with pro-regime militia group in Sagaing

A clash erupted in Monywa Township, Sagaing Region on Monday when four PDF groups
attacked Pyu Saw Htee pro-regime militia members from pro-regime Taw Pu Village, said PDF-
South Monywa, which was involved in the firefight.

The militia group was attacked while they were outside the village.

Militia casualties were unknown.
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Regime forces attacked in Sagaing

Around 60 regime forces including pro-regime Pyu Saw Htee militia members were attacked by
combined PDF groups in Kanbalu Township, Sagaing Region on Sunday, said Kyunhla Activists
Group, which helps displaced people fleeing junta raids.

The regime forces were attacked while forcing residents of Yaw Village to join the pro-regime
militia groups.

Some regime forces are believed to have been killed and injured during the clash.
Four regime soldiers killed by PDF mines in Bago

Resistance fighters of Daung Minn Thar-Yedarshe PDF in Bago
Region. / DMT-Yedarshe PDF

Local resistance group Daung Minn Thar-Yedarshe PDF group
claimed to have killed four soldiers and injured two others when it
used land mines to ambush regime forces stationed at a village in
Yedarshe Township, Bago Region on Sunday.

It used two remote-controlled land mines to attack the regime
targets, the PDF group said.

Two police officers assassinated in Mon

PDF group Special Operation Force claimed on Monday that it killed two policemen including a
captain in Zinkyaik town of Paung Township, Mon State on Saturday.

Police Captain Maung Ko Ko and another police officer, Khaing Zaw Tun, were shot dead while
they were riding on a motorbike near a village.

The police officers were notorious for extorting money from civilians and operating gambling
and drug-dealing businesses.

The PDF’s video shows the two on a motorbike being shot by gunmen on another motorbike.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/at-least-a-dozen-myanmar-junta-
forces-killed-in-three-days-of-resistance-attacks.html

NCA Forms Negotiation Team Before Meeting Regime
By SHAN | December 13, 2022

Seven ethnic armed organisations (EAQOs) that signed the so-called Nationwide Ceasefire
Agreement (NCA) have formed a negotiating team to represent the groups for informal peace
talks with the military regime’s National Security and Peace Negotiation Committee (NSPNC).
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Col Saw Kyaw Nyunt has been appointed as spokesperson for the EAOs, which will meet for
talks together before entering into talks with NSPNC leader Lt-Gen Yar Pyae.

“The seven EAOs have already signed the NCA and participated in the peace talks offered by
Snr-Gen Min Aung Hlaing after the military coup,” Kyaw Nyunt said, explaining that next time
they’ll meet “to find a solution collectively” with regime leaders. He hopes they’ll find common
ground for an agreement for lasting peace in the country.

Photo of so called NCA negotiation meeting.

Min Aung Hlaing, the regime leader, however, said during a
meeting in August that if the EAOs wanted to keep their
weapons, they’d have to join the regime’s military or Border
Guard Forces.

s According to a confidential letter leaked on social media, the
NSPNC reportedly proposed to meet with some representatives of the EAOs in the northern
Thai city of Chiang Mai on 12 December before informal talks with all representatives in
Taunggyi or Mawlamyine three days later. The official meeting is scheduled for 20 and 21
December in Yangon.

The NCA signatories who have agreed to meet with the regime are Restoration Council of Shan
State, New Mon State Party, Democratic Karen Benevolent Army, Karen National Union/Karen
National Liberation Army — Peace Council, Lahu Democratic Union, the Pa-O National Liberation
Organisation and Arakan Liberation Party.

The Karen National Union, Chin National Front and All Burma Student’s Defence Force have
signed the NCA but are fighting the military and won’t send representatives to meet the junta.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/25646

Military council says it’s not ready for a meeting with 7 NCA-signatories

By Thanlwintimes - December 13, 2022

Yangon, December (13) The Military Council said that it is
not yet ready to accept the offer of informal talks by the
seven Ethnic Armed Organizations (EAOs) signed the
Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement (NCA), the spokesperson
for the seven NCA-signatories told Than Lwin Times.

2\ ¥ i xaps ) The seven NCA-signatories sent a letter of offer to Lt. Gen.
Yar Pyae, the chairman of the National Solidarity and Peacemaking Negotiation Committee
(NSPNC), to hold an informal meeting with the military regime.
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The letter states that an initial informal meeting with a few representatives from each side will
begin quietly in Chiang Mai, Thailand, on December 12.

Representatives from both sides will meet informally in Taunggyi or Mawlamyine from
December 15 to 17 to discuss their respective points of view.

Also, on December 20 and 21, formal discussions will be held in Yangon, and common
agreements that can be accepted by both parties will be officially signed at a suitable place and
time.

Colonel Saw Kyaw Nyunt said that although the Military Council had acknowledged the offer,
the NSPNC was not ready to meet informally with the EAOs due to the current political
situation.

According to the offer letter, the seven NCA-signatories have suggested meeting to develop
agreements with shared values that both parties can accept in order to establish a sustainable
peace.

Col. Saw Kyaw Nyunt, spokesperson for the seven NCA-signatories, said that the offer to hold
an informal meeting was an attempt to obtain a framework for holding political talks with all
the parties concerned.

Among the seven EAOs attempting to hold informal talks with the Military Council are the New
Mon State Party (NMSP), the Arakan Liberation Party (ALP), the Democratic Karen Benevolent
Army (DKBA), the Karen National Union/Karen National Liberation Army-Peace Council
(KNU/KNLA-PC), the Lahu Democratic Union (LDU), Pa-O National Liberation Organization
(PNLO) and the Restoration Council of Shan State (RCSS).

Those seven EAOs attended two peace talks invited by coup leader General Min Aung Hlaing.

https://thanlwintimes.com/2022/12/13/military-council-says-its-not-ready-for-a-meeting-with-
7-nca-signatories/

Myanmar’s Generals: The Banality of Evil
By BERTIL LINTNER | 13 December 2022

When Adolf Eichmann was put on trial in Jerusalem in 1961, few could imagine that he was
responsible for sending millions of Jews to their deaths in Nazi concentration camps during
World War Il. Instead of a monstruous butcher, Eichmann looked like a meek civil servant who,
as he said, had only been doing his job — or “no more than a simple pencil pusher” — as
someone in the audience remarked at the time. But Eichmann was indeed a monster. He was
sentenced to death for a series of crimes, among them crimes against humanity, and hanged on
June 1, 1962.
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The almost surreal scenes that were played out in the Israeli court during the trial later
prompted political philosopher, author and German Jewish refugee Hannah Arendt to coin the
term “the banality of evil.” The same could be said today about the top generals in the
Myanmar military. When the country opened up to the outside world in 2011, hordes of foreign
peacemakers, interlocutors from conflict-resolution outfits, foreign investors and even
government officials flocked to Myanmar from countries around the world for meetings with
the generals.

Their hosts in Yangon and Naypyitaw did not seem to be monsters but reasonable people that
Europeans, Australians, North Americans and other Westerners could deal with. The foreign so-
called “experts” were convinced that they could “engage” the generals and assist them in the
“transition to democracy” and bringing a peaceful solution to the ethnic wars that have been
raging since the country’s independence from Britain in 1948.

Millions of dollars were poured into ill-conceived “peace projects” in Myanmar and foreign
policy pundits produced a flood of papers with headlines such as “Understanding the
Democratic Transition in Myanmar”, “Deciphering Myanmar’s Transition” and “What’s Behind
the Transition in Myanmar?”. Some were tainted by outright quasi-academic gobbledygook,
among them a report on ethnic conflicts in Rakhine State headlined “Ethnogenesis as
Schismogenesis”. Surely those charming military officers could not have been responsible for all
the atrocities that human rights organizations and civil society groups had been documenting
for decades?

Those of us who questioned this approach, saying it doesn’t work that way — tyrants don’t
become reasonable patrons of liberal democracy overnight — were dismissed as pessimists and
even cynics. Then came the coup in February last year. Tanks rolled into Myanmar’s capital,
Naypyitaw, and its largest city, Yangon, taking over the reins of power and putting in a junta,
the State Administration Council (SAC).

Many outsiders were taken aback by the military violence that the coup unleashed on
Myanmar’s people and startled by the strength of the resistance, peaceful as well as violent,
that is continuing all over the country. The violence that was directed at initially peaceful
protesters stunned those who had believed that the military would be incapable of committing
such crimes. The first to be targeted were young demonstrators, many in their teens, who were
gunned down by snipers in an attempt the scare the others into submission.

When that didn’t have the desired effect, people were shot indiscriminately. Armed resistance
flared up in many parts of the country — and the SAC responded by bombing and obliterating
entire villages. Thousands of activists were rounded up and tortured and, in July, four activists
were even hanged in the first judicial, political execution since the mid-1970s. So far, another
139 death sentences have been handed down to opponents of military rule. Scores of other
people have been killed extrajudicially in towns and villages all over Myanmar.
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Nor did it take long for the military top brass to reveal their true colors. Former president U
Thein Sein, a retired army general once hailed by some Western media as “Myanmar’s
Gorbachev” leading the country to a better future, first showed what he actually stood for
when, in January 2020, he endorsed the policies of the military, saying that Myanmar faced
growing threats to “territory, race and religion” and called on the people to vote for candidates
in the upcoming November general election who would “protect the country”.

Since last year’s coup, Thein Sein has made donations to families of members of the military’s
proxy Union and Solidarity Development Party (USDP) who have been killed or wounded on
suspicion of acting as military informants. Needless to say, he has not donated any money to
the many families whose loved ones have been gunned down by the military and the police for
demonstrating peacefully against the coup.

On Armed Forces Day this year, March 27, about two dozen retired military officers were
invited to a grand ceremony in Naypyitaw. Coup maker and SAC leader Senior General Min
Aung Hlaing paid the guests of honor his respects, and among them was not only Thein Sein but
also figures like ex-admiral Soe Thane, once dubbed a “reformer” and, in 2012, an invitee to
Norway’s Oslo Forum. The following year, he attended the World Economic Forum in Davos,
Switzerland. But shortly after last year’s coup, Soe Thane published a book in Burmese in which
he praised Min Aung Hlaing’s seizure of power saying that “our Myanmar’s independence was
restored on February 1, 2021.”

Min Aung Hlaing talks to former president and ex-general U
Thein Sein during an Armed Forces Day-related ceremony in
Naypyitaw in March 2022.

By then it should have been obvious what kind of power the
generals actually represented, but that did not prevent, for

_ instance, Marte Nilsen, a researcher at the Norwegian
government-funded Peace Research Institute Oslo, from reiterating the myth of a “reform
process.” In an article published on December 13, 2021 in the Norwegian magazine
Bistandsaktuelt, she still stated that Thein Sein has been the head of a “reform government”.

It is worth noting that three ministers in the cabinet appointed by the SAC after the 2021 coup
also served in that supposed “reform government” headed by Thein Sein: ex-Colonel Wunna
Maung Lwin, then and now foreign minister; ex-Brigadier-General Khin Yi, immigration and
population minister until August 2022, and ex-General Maung Ohn, then deputy home minister
and now information minister.

In 2007, Khin Yi, then the police chief, led the bloody crackdown on the Saffron Revolution
protests against military rule. Aung Naing Oo, now the SAC’s investment and foreign economic
relations minister, was not a minister under Thein Sein but served as his foreign investment
czar. Khin Yi has since left the SAC to become head of the USDP ahead of the junta’s planned
election next year.
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So what did actually happen during the decade of relative openness, from Thein Sein being
sworn in as president in 2011 and the 2021 coup? If it was not a transition, what was it? The
answer is obvious: the unprecedented openness that people came to enjoy when Thein Sein
took over led to a transformation of Myanmar society. An entire generation learned how to use
the internet, communicate on social media, and to hold workshops and seminars on subjects
related to democracy and civil rights. That, in turn, gave birth to a young movement which
opposed the coup, first by peaceful means and then with armed struggle. As one Myanmar
observer put it at the time of the coup: “The military has messed with the wrong generation.” It
is unlikely that Thein Sein and the other generals expected this kind of development when
changes were introduced months after the 2010 election.

So why did the military agree to open up the country? The heavy dependence on China was one
very decisive factor. Western sanctions and boycotts over many years had led to a reliance on
China for trade and diplomatic support and, according to internal Myanmar military documents
seen by this writer, the situation had become so grave that the generals believed the country
was in danger of losing its sovereignty. In order to become more acceptable to the broader
international community, it would be necessary to make certain changes, which the generals
could afford to do because the 2008 constitution, which has been implemented after a totally
fraudulent referendum, safeguarded supreme military power. And the military has said time
and again that it is their duty to defend that constitution. No major changes would be tolerated.

Another reason was that the old strongman, Senior General Than Shwe, who had held supreme
power since 1992, was about to retire. He wanted to secure his legacy not as a despot but as
someone who had created a new nation, including, as many rulers elsewhere have done,
building a new capital at Naypyitaw. He was also, insiders say, worried that he and his family
might sooner or later face the same fate as that of his predecessors, generals Ne Win and Saw
Maung, who ended their lives in disgrace and shame.

Former Myanmar dictator Than Shwe reviews troops during a
parade marking the 65th anniversary of Armed Forces Day in
March 2010. / AFP

Therefore, Than Shwe selected not one but three successors:
Thein Sein, prime minister and Secretary 1 in the junta of the
time, the State Peace and Development Council, would be
president; General Min Aung Hlaing, not a particularly strong and charismatic officer, would be
the military chief and be promoted to Senior General, and General Shwe Mann would become
the speaker of the lower house of parliament and later chairman of the USDP. With power
divided among those three, Than Shwe would be safe. Or so he thought.

The first miscalculation was Shwe Mann, who realized at an early stage which way the wind was
blowing. He began co-operating with Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, which led to his downfall. In
August 2015, Shwe Mann was removed as head of the USDP and, in April 2016, sacked from the
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party altogether. Eventually, in 2019, he formed his own political party, the Union Betterment
Party, which failed, however, to win a single seat in the November 2020 general election.

Shwe Mann has been completely silenced since the coup, while Thein Sein reportedly spends
most of his time in a private residence in Naypyitaw where, while remaining loyal to the SAC, he
devotes his days to his favorite hobby of painting. That leaves Min Aung Hlaing from the original
triumvirate, and he has surrounded himself with other leading officers who are determined not
to let what unfolded during 2011-2021 happen again. The military reluctantly agreed to honor
the 2015 election and let the National League for Democracy form a government, but that was
not acceptable a second time, so a coup was staged and a witch hunt launched against elected,
central and regional representatives.

What has happened since the coup has not come as a surprise to anyone truly familiar with
Myanmar history. It was far from the first time that the military gunned down pro-democracy
demonstrators. The first massacre happened when students demonstrated at Yangon
University four months after the initial military takeover in March 1962. Officially, 15 were
killed and 27 wounded when the military opened fire on the students. But both neutral
observers and students who were present say the university looked like a slaughter house
where not 15 but hundreds of potential leaders of society lay sprawled in death.

During the mid-1970s the military fired on striking workers in Yangon, killing scores of people
who were protesting against food shortages, rising prices and bad labor conditions. Another
massacre took place in 1974 when the body of U Thant, a former United Nations Secretary-
General and an opponent of Ne Win’s brutal, autocratic rule, was flown back to Myanmar for
burial. Students and Buddhist monks snatched the coffin and carried it away to the university
campus.

The monks and students wanted a proper funeral for U Thant and for him to be buried in a
place of honor, not where Ne Win had intended it to be. They shouted “Down with the fascist
government!” and were then shot at. People who were there say at least 300-400 were killed
and at least 1,000 taken to prisons, where many were badly tortured.

In 1988, during a massive nationwide democracy uprising, machine guns were used to silence
the people as a new military regime took power. Estimates of the number of deaths are about
3,000 during the first demonstrations in August, and about 1,000 when the military stepped in
again and crushed the protests. Similar, student-led demonstrations were brutally suppressed
in the 1990s and again in 2007, when Buddhist monks marched against the regime.

By now, the international community should have learned from their pre-coup, gross
misinterpretations of the political culture of the Myanmar military. No outsiders can “engage”
or influence them; they listen only to themselves and the only language they understand when
things don’t turn out the way they want is violence. But it is happening right now. Western do-
gooders are on the move again, hoping to establish some kind of rapport with the generals in
order to achieve the unachievable: to turn them into decent philanthropists.
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Min Aung Hlaing has promised an election next year and some of the do-gooders seem to
believe that while it may not be enough, it could be the opportunity for a “dialogue” and, as
such, a first step towards an end to the present crisis. But the Western world will, once again,
be charmed and taken for a ride. What Min Aung Hlaing has promised will not be a general
election, but a generals’ election and not a repetition of the mistakes from 2015 and 2020,
when they actually allowed people to vote freely. Like Eichmann, the generals may seem
innocent and reasonable enough. But they are wolves in sheep’s clothing. Make no mistake
about that.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmars-generals-the-banality-of-evil.html

India Urged to Back ASEAN Peace Plan for Myanmar
By THE IRRAWADDY | 13 December 2022

Indonesia, the incoming chair of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), says other
countries including India must get behind the bloc’s peace effort for Myanmar, which has been
engulfed by violence since a coup last year.

Retno Marsudi, Indonesia’s foreign minister, urged other regional powers to support ASEAN’s
“five-point consensus” for peace, which includes an immediate end to violence in Myanmar and
dialogue among all parties. Indonesia will chair the bloc next year.

Marsudi told Indian newspaper The Hindu that the regional bloc’s ability to tackle the crisis will
be hampered if other countries take a different approach to Myanmar.

“We repeat again and again, please respect ASEAN, please support the five-point consensus,”
she said, adding that “if you [act] differently, then that will not help us be effective and to help
Myanmar out of this political crisis.”

Myanmar, a member of ASEAN, has been engulfed in violent turmoil after a widescale rejection
of the coup triggered a nationwide armed uprising to topple the military regime. In response,
the junta has launched a campaign of airstrikes, extrajudicial killings and arbitrary arrests
against resistance forces and civilians. So far it has killed more than 2,500 people.

The five-point consensus was forged by the bloc last year, but all five points have been ignored
by the military regime, which has escalated its campaign of violence.

Amid rising international pressure over the peace plan’s lack of progress, ASEAN leaders
meeting in November vowed to add a timeline for its implementation. The bloc also warned the
regime it would face tougher ASEAN measures if it failed to abide by the plan.

Meanwhile, ASEAN’s special envoy to Myanmar canceled his third trip to the country over what
observers said was a lack of progress on the junta’s side. The bloc then took the unprecedented

Page 19 of 66


https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmars-generals-the-banality-of-evil.html

step of banning the regime’s defense minister, General Mya Tun Oo, from the ASEAN Defense
Ministers meeting late last month. It had previously allowed some junta ministers to attend its
meetings while banning regime boss Min Aung Hlaing and his foreign minister from summits.

Indonesia’s warning to India and other countries comes as Delhi forges closer relations with
Myanmar’s junta on the diplomatic, economic and military fronts. India’s Foreign Secretary
Vinay Kwatra visited Naypyitaw last month for meetings with the junta’s boss and other
ministers. The official statement issued for the visit made no mention of the five-point
consensus.

Marsudi said she had discussed support for ASEAN’s peace plan with India’s External Affairs
Minister S. Jaishankar in September on the sidelines of the UN General Assembly. India claims
that its ties with Myanmar’s regime are important to prevent incursions by militants across
their porous border and to balance the influence of regional rival China.

Beijing retains tight links with Naypyitaw, especially due to its Belt and Road projects in
Myanmar, but openly supports ASEAN’s peace plan for Myanmar.

Another country that enjoys warm relations with Myanmar’s junta is Russia. Its leader Vladimir
Putin met with Min Aung Hlaing in September, after which both countries launched
cooperation in economic, energy, tourism and other sectors.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/the-world-myanmar/india-urged-to-back-asean-peace-plan-
for-myanmar.html

Malaysian court lifts stay on deporting 114 Myanmar nationals
Amnesty International says group includes children and asylum seekers.
Iskandar Zulkarnain and Iman Muttagqin Yusof for BenarNews | 2022.12.13

Myanmar nationals set to be deported from Malaysia are
seen inside an immigration truck, in Lumut, Malaysia, Feb.
23, 2021. Reuters

A Malaysian court on Tuesday lifted a stay on the
deportation of 114 Myanmar nationals, their lawyer said,

IMIGRESEN as human rights groups expressed concern that they

would be forced to return to their conflict-ridden

country.

Amnesty International and Access Asylum Malaysia urged the government to reconsider the
mass expulsion, saying that Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim’s new administration would look
bad if it violated the non-refoulement principle.
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Lim Wei Jet, a lawyer appointed by Amnesty for the Myanmar nationals, said they would
appeal the Kuala Lumpur High Court’s ruling.

“We want to get an early date at the Court of Appeal. | don’t know the details of whether
the deportation will take place soon. Hopefully not. We have filed appeals to the Court of
Appeal and the Home Minister,” he told BenarNews, an RFA-affiliated online news service.

The group of 114 includes children and people believed to be asylum seekers who are
currently under immigration detention, Amnesty Malaysia Executive Director Katrina
Maliamauv told BenarNews.

The lawyers for the group are also trying to meet Home Minister Saifuddin Nasution to urge
the government to halt the deportation on humanitarian grounds.

BenarNews contacted Saifuddin’s office but did not immediately hear back.

The new government has yet to issue a statement about Myanmar, where junta forces have
escalated their battle with pro-democracy protesters and ethnic groups since overthrowing
an elected government in a military coup on Feb. 1, 2021.

In February last year, the Malaysian government sent back 1,086 Myanmar nationals despite
a High Court’s interim stay on the deportation of a group of 1,200. The 114 Myanmar
nationals remained in Malaysia because they had tested positive for COVID-19.

The director-general of immigration and then-Home Minister Hamzah Zainudin later applied
to lift the stay, saying the 114 Myanmar nationals had agreed to be deported.

The rights groups however disputed the alleged consent, claiming that it was not received
voluntarily.

Malaysia is not a signatory to the 1951 Refugee Convention. But according to the United
Nations, the non-refoulement principle, which protects refugees or asylum seekers from
deportation, applies to the country as part of customary international law and is binding on
all nations.

Amnesty International and Access Asylum Malaysia said the Malaysian government must
“respect human rights and international law and halt any decision to send people back to a
violent and dangerous situation.”

“This court decision demonstrates how despite international outcry, calls to halt the forcible
return of people from Myanmar continue to be ignored,” the groups said in a joint statement

“The government is determined to deport people instead of finding solutions that safeguards
the rights and security of people from Myanmar and respects the Malaysian government’s
human rights obligations.”
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In October, Myanmar’s shadow government voiced alarm over reports that military
defectors were among 150 Myanmar nationals deported that month from Malaysia. They
were among more than 2,000 Myanmar nationals deported since April, Human Rights Watch
said in a statement at the time.

Malaysian authorities had arrested six former Myanmar navy officers in September and
deported them on Oct. 6, Reuters news service reported. At least four of those who were
deported had sought United Nations refugee status in Malaysia, and one officer and his wife
were detained upon arrival in Yangon, it said.

Two sources in Malaysia confirmed the deportation of military defectors to BenarNews,
speaking on condition of anonymity out of concern they could face retribution from the
Malaysian government.

Later in October, the then-Home Minister Hamzah said the U.N. and other groups should
stop meddling in Malaysia’s internal affairs. Kuala Lumpur would take action against any
foreigner who violates Malaysian laws, no matter where they were from, he had said.

BenarNews is an RFA-affiliated news service.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/malaysia-12132022160255.html

Myanmar Junta Toasts Energy Deals with Russia’s Atomic Agency
By THE IRRAWADDY | 13 December 2022

Myanmar’s military regime and the Russian state-run atomic energy corporation (Rosatom)
toasted their agreements for joint projects with an official dinner in Naypyitaw on Sunday.

In November, the regime’s Ministry of Electricity and Energy (MOEE) signed a memorandum of
understanding with Rosatom for a feasibility study on building small modular nuclear reactors
in Myanmar.

The same month, its Science and Technology Ministry clinched a deal with Rosatom to establish
a nuclear center in Yangon.

The agreements came after the junta signed a “roadmap” for atomic energy cooperation with

Russia’s nuclear power agency in September.

The Rosatom delegation arrived in Myanmar in early December to conduct a feasibility study
for thermal power plants, making field trips to potential sites for wind power and small-scale
hydropower projects. They are also helping the regime to establish a lithium battery factory to
fulfill Min Aung Hlaing’s dream of manufacturing electric vehicles in Myanmar.
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Ironically, the Russian delegation’s visit coincides with serious power outages across Myanmar,
except in the administrative capital of Naypyitaw. Junta boss Min Aung Hlaing has been urging
the people of Myanmar to save energy.

Russia’s assistance also followed its airstrikes on Ukraine power plants that left 1.5 million
people in Ukraine without electricity.

The Russian delegation traveled to Naypyitaw, Yangon and Shan State’s Inle. Rosatom’s deputy
director Igor Palamarchuk promised to assist development of the energy and technology
sectors in Myanmar.

Meanwhile officials from Russia’s overseas trade organization, JSC Tyazhpromexport, met with
Min Aung Hlaing in Naypyitaw to discuss Russian technical assistance for development of iron
and steel production in Myanmar.

Junta chief Min Aung Hlaing receives representatives
from Russia’s JSC Tyazhpromexport in Naypyitaw on
December 6 for talks on iron and steel production in
Myanmar. / Cincds

The talks followed Min Aung Hlaing’s October visit to the
No. 2 Steel factory (Pinpet) in Shan State’s Taunggyi, a
joint extraction-processing project of the military-owned Myanmar Economic Corporation
(MEC) and Russian state-owned firm Tyazhpromexport.

The regime has been pushing for resumption of the project since June last year. The project,
which began in 2004, was expected to produce 200,000 tonnes of pig iron and 720,000 tonnes
of iron ore.

However, it was halted in March 2017 after being labeled “no longer commercially viable”
under the now-ousted National League for Democracy government. Locals said the project also
threatened the surrounding Pa-O community by damaging farmland and water sources.

Economic cooperation between Myanmar and Russia has come on in leaps and bounds since
Russian President Vladimir Putin met with Min Aung Hlaing in Vladivostok on Sept. 7.

As well as officials from Rosatom and JSC Tyazhpromexport, Naypyitaw also hosted a Russian
delegation led by Economic Development Minister Maxim Reshetnikov in the first week of
December.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/the-world-myanmar/myanmar-junta-toasts-energy-deals-
with-russias-atomic-agency.html
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Canada adds sanctions on Russia, Iran, Myanmar over human rights

PUBLISHED 13 DECEMBER 2022

(The Star, Reuters) - Canada on Friday imposed fresh
sanctions on Russia, Iran and Myanmar, citing alleged human
rights violations by their governments.

The measures included sanctions against 33 current or former
senior Russian officials and six entities involved in alleged
"systematic human rights violations" against Russian citizens
who protested against Russia's invasion of Ukraine, the
Canadian foreign ministry said in a statement.

Since Russia's invasion on Feb. 24, Canada has imposed sanctions on more than 1,500
individuals and entities from Russia, Ukraine and Belarus.

Sanctions were also imposed on 22 individuals in Iran, who included senior members of the
judiciary, prison system and law enforcement, as well as political leaders, such as senior aides
to Iran's Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei and figures in state-directed media outlets,
the statement added.

Sanctions on Iran came a day after Iran hanged a man convicted of injuring a security guard
with a knife and blocking a street in Tehran, according to the semi-official Tasnim news agency,
the first such execution over recent anti-government unrest. Nationwide protests erupted after
the death of 22-year-old Kurdish Iranian woman Mahsa Amini in police custody on Sept. 16.

"There is more work to be done, but Canada will never stop standing up for human rights,"
Canadian Foreign Minister Melanie Joly said.

In addition to Iran and Russia, Canada also imposed sanctions on 12 individuals and three
entities in Myanmar that perform key functions on behalf of the Myanmar military, facilitate
arms flows to the military and enable the military's violence, Canada said.

The military seized power in a takeover in Myanmar last year. Rights activists say the military
government is now regularly using the death penalty as a "political tool."

More than 16,500 people have been arrested and more than 13,000 of them remain in
detention since the military takeover, according to a human rights organization that documents
violations by the Myanmar military.

(Reporting by Kanishka Singh in Washington; Editing by Cynthia Osterman)

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/canada-adds-sanctions-on-russia-iran-myanmar-over-
human-rights
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Canada sanctions Myanmar jet fuel suppliers
By Mizzima | 13 December 2022

Myanmar Air Force fighter jets accompany an airplane during
a display to celebrate Myanmar's 77th Armed Forces Day in
Naypyidaw on March 27, 2022. (Photo by AFP)

Pressure group Justice For Myanmar has welcomed the latest
round of Canadian sanctions in response to the Myanmar
military’s illegal attempted coup, to mark Human Rights Day.

Canada is the first jurisdiction to impose sanctions on Myanmar military jet fuel suppliers,
designating Asia Sun Group, a Myanmar conglomerate.

Asia Sun Group is a local partner of the Myanmar military and is involved in procuring, storing
and distributing jet fuel. Asia Sun has been found to import aviation fuel and directly deliver it
to the Myanmar military.

Asia Sun Group’s role in the Myanmar military’s jet fuel supply chain was detailed in the
Amnesty International report, Deadly Cargo, with research supported by Justice For Myanmar.

The illegal junta relies on its air force to wage a war of terror against the people of Myanmar.
Recent indiscriminate air strikes have included an attack on a concert in Kachin State, killing
more than 80 people and an attack on a school in Sagaing, killing at least 12 people.

Canada also sanctioned key Myanmar military arms brokers, Dynasty International Company
Limited and International Gateways Group.

Dynasty International Company Limited has brokered the purchase of arms and related
equipment for the Myanmar military from Belarus, Russia and Germany.

International Gateways Group is a key broker of arms for the Myanmar military from China.

Dynasty International and International Gateways Group have also been sanctioned by the US
and UK.

Justice For Myanmar spokesperson Yadanar Maung says: “We welcome Canada’s latest round
of sanctions, the first in the world to target the Myanmar military’s aviation fuel supply chain,
as the junta carries out repeated aerial attacks that amount to war crimes and crimes against
humanity.

“This is a win for the Spring Revolution, in which the people of Myanmar have categorically
rejected and resisted the terrorist military junta, effectively preventing them from taking
control of Myanmar, and for civil society that has campaigned for sanctions on jet fuel.

“However, far more needs to be done to cut the military’s supply of jet fuel and arms.
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“We call on the US, UK, EU, Australia, Japan and South Korea to urgently follow Canada and
coordinate sanctions against Asia Sun Group and all individuals involved.

“Governments should also immediately sanction Myanma Petrochemical Enterprise (MPE), ban
the export of aviation fuel to Myanmar and sanction all arms brokers to stop the junta’s ability
to carry out its war of terror against the people of Myanmar.”

https://mizzima.com/article/canada-sanctions-myanmar-jet-fuel-suppliers

Myanmar's UN Ambassador Reportedly Renewed for Another Year Despite Junta's
Opposition

Ingyin Naing

- ,’\‘ ‘ j Kyaw Moe Tun, Myanmar's Ambassador to the United Nations,
. speaks with VOA's Ingyin Naing, at the Office of the Permanent
Representative of Myanmar to the United Nations in New York,
Dec. 9, 2022.

Ambassador Kyaw Moe Tun is the permanent representative of
Myanmar to the United Nations; however, the diplomat does not represent the country's ruling
military junta.

Kyaw Moe Tun was appointed to his position in 2020, months before the military overthrew the
elected civilian government in February 2021. The military junta tried to fire him from his post,
but he refused to leave, and so far, the United Nations General Assembly Credentials
Committee has refused to recognize the military's appointee. He is also backed by Myanmar's
National Unity Government (NUG), established by the country's elected and now-removed
legislators.

On Monday, a U.N. diplomat told VOA that the U.N. credentials committee had agreed to
uphold his status as Myanmar's ambassador. The diplomat declined to speak on the record
before the committee formally announces its decision.

Last week, VOA's Ingyin Naing interviewed Kyaw Moe Tun at his office in New York to discuss
what it is like representing a government that rejects him and how he sees his role as diplomat.

This interview has been edited for brevity and clarity.
VOA: What do you think about the upcoming decision on Myanmar U.N. representations this

year?

Ambassador Kyaw Moe Tun: Since last year, two countries, namely Afghanistan and Myanmar,
had competing credentials with regard to the respective delegations. So, last year, the
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credentials committee decided to defer the decisions on the credentials of Afghanistan and
Myanmar.

How they will decide depends, of course, on the members of the Credentials Committee.
Russia, China and the United States are the three members who are elected every year. [[This
year the credentials committee members also include Angola, Austria, Guyana, Maldives,
Uruguay and Zambia.]]

VOA: You also voted this year to condemn Russia's invasion of Ukraine and to suspend Russia's
membership at the U.N. Human Rights Council. Do you think that your stance on those issues
affects Russia's decision on the matter of who should represent Myanmar and that they might
prefer the Myanmar junta's representative?

Ambassador Kyaw Moe Tun: We not only voted yes but also co-sponsored the resolutions
because the reason is very simple and very clear: We the people of Myanmar need to stand
firm with the people of Ukraine, who are suffering like the people of Myanmar. By co-
sponsoring the resolution, by voting yes on the resolution, we stand firm with the people of
Ukraine. Russia will not be happy with that. So, whatever they decided regarding the
representation of Myanmar here in the U.N., they will not be in favor of the permanent
representative, who is appointed by the elected civilian government, who is speaking for the
people of Myanmar.

VOA: What do you think about China also publicly backing the Myanmar junta?

Ambassador Kyaw Moe Tun: You can compare China and Russia. But what | know is that the
high-level visit from China is what we don't see during this time. But of course, the last time
Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi visited Myanmar [in July], that was only for the subregional
meeting, not for the bilateral meeting.

China was making it clear that the visit was not for a bilateral visit and was for the subregional
group meetings, the Lancang-Mekong meetings. So, it is clear the position of China is different
from the position of Russia because Russia's foreign minister visited Myanmar on bilateral
bases.

China is also our neighboring country and a permanent member of the Security Council. That is
why we always value the role of China. Of course, there are other neighboring countries whose
roles we value — not only China but also India, Bangladesh, Laos and Thailand.

The role of the neighboring countries is very important. The neighboring countries of Ukraine
open their borders, open their arms and extend warm hospitality to the Ukrainians, who
escaped from the aggression and who take refuge in the neighboring countries. We wish our
neighboring countries would be like those of Ukraine.
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Back to the question about the position of China, of course, it is different from the position of
Russia. That is my personal point of view.

VOA: According to some news agencies, Ukraine sold weapons to the Myanmar military. Did
you ask Ukraine's diplomats about selling weapons to the Myanmar military when you met
them?

Ambassador Kyaw Moe Tun: To be very frank, | haven't brought this issue to the Ukrainian
ambassador here. But | do understand that the selling of weapons was before the military coup.
| do understand that after the military coup, the government of Ukraine was not selling any
kind of weapons to the military, who use these weapons to kill innocent civilians. So according
to my knowledge, Ukraine as a government is not selling any kind of weapons to the Myanmar
military.

VOA: You have spoken frequently in your speeches at the U.N. committee meetings about the
U.N.'s failure to protect the Myanmar people who are being oppressed by the military junta. Do
you have any hope for concrete action from the U.N.?

Ambassador Kyaw Moe Tun: Our people are really helpless, and even they were holding the
placards carrying the R2P — "responsibility to protect." Since then, in my statements at the
U.N., | tried to convey the people's voices — like asking the U.N. to apply the principles of R2P
to save the lives of the people of Myanmar. Even though, of course, it is very frustrating
because no one ever will make the statement whenever we made the appeal. Whenever we
meet, that demand does not really come out in practical terms. But on the other hand,
sometimes in multilateralism, the result takes time.

As a diplomat sitting here in New York, even though | have that frustration, at the same time, |
understand the situation on the ground here: The U.N. is composed of 193 member states.

VOA’s U.N. correspondent Margaret Besheer contributed to this report.

https://www.voanews.com/a/myanmar-s-un-ambassador-reportedly-renewed-for-another-
year-despite-junta-s-opposition/6873801.html

Nearly 1 min stimulant tablets seized in central Myanmar
Source: Xinhua| 2022-12-13 |Editor: huaxia

YANGON, Dec. 13 (Xinhua) -- Myanmar's authorities seized 0.95 million stimulant tablets worth
over 1.4 billion kyats (0.66 million U.S. dollars) in the central region of Mandalay, the state-run
media citing police sources reported on Tuesday.
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Acting on a tip-off, anti-narcotic police intercepted a Toyota Hiace vehicle near Kywe Dat Son
village in Thazi township of Mandalay region at around 10:30 a.m. local time on Dec. 9, and
confiscated the drugs.

Investigation showed that the stimulant tablets were to be transported to Yangon region from
southern Shan state, it said.

The driver and another person accompanying him were charged under the country's Narcotic
Drugs and Psychotropic Substances Law, according to the media report.

Further investigations were underway, it added.
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