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Myanmar Junta Digs Up Another Dormant Aung San Suu Kyi Case
By THE IRRAWADDY | 6 September 2022

A junta court has resurrected a long-dormant case against Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, a further sign
of the regime’s loathing for Myanmar’s jailed leader.

U Soe Aung, a cousin of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, in 2002 lived within her 54 University Avenue
compound in Bahan Township for free. He brought laborers, without Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s
knowledge, into the compound to have his house repaired on May 8, 2002.

The two argued when Daw Aung San Suu Kyi complained and U Soe Aung punched his cousin in
her face, bruising her left cheek. Daw Aung San Suu Kyi filed a complaint against him at Bahan
Township police station. U Soe Aung also filed a complaint against his cousin under Article 341
of the colonial-era Penal Code for wrongful restraint.

The Bahan Township court ruled that the then opposition leader pay 500 kyats or be jailed for
seven days and that U Soe Aung pay 1,000 kyats or be jailed for one month. U Soe Aung paid
the fine.

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi appealed to the district court, which did not respond.

Her National League for Democracy issued a statement criticizing the verdict as unfair and
calling it a politically motivated blow against the party.

The party accused the then military regime of influencing all court rulings involving the NLD.

The current regime has resurrected the case and the Yangon Western District Court on May 27
said the original ruling would stand.

A source said: “The case was first suspended and it was only reopened in May this year and the
original ruling was upheld.”

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s lawyers appealed to Yangon Region High Court, which rejected the
appeal on Tuesday.

She has been given sentences totaling over 20 years on an array of charges. She also faces eight
more charges, including corruption. The 77-year-old is being held in solitary confinement in
Naypyitaw Prison.

Last month, the junta-controlled Supreme Court approved the sale of her family home on
University Avenue, where she was held under house arrest for 15 years, approving a petition
from her older brother, U Aung San Oo, to auction off the house and share the proceeds.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-digs-up-another-dormant-aung-san-
suu-kyi-case.html

Page 2 of 47


https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-court-approves-sale-of-suu-kyis-historic-family-home.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-digs-up-another-dormant-aung-san-suu-kyi-case.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-digs-up-another-dormant-aung-san-suu-kyi-case.html

Myanmar Junta Again Hints at Switch to Proportional Representation Electoral System
By THE IRRAWADDY | 6 September 2022

The junta-appointed electoral body chief has further confirmed the regime’s plan to switch to
the proportional representation (PR) electoral system, saying the closed-list PR system will be
applied in future elections in Myanmar.

Speaking at the conclusion of a training session for staff of the Union Election Commission
(UEC) on Monday, junta-appointed UEC chairman U Thein Soe said the closed-list PR system is
simple and allows voters to cast votes easily.

As the regime is planning to hold a new election in August next year, it is fair to assume that
closed-list PR will be introduced in next year’s voting.

Critics say the regime’s proposed replacement of the current first-past-the-post system with PR
is aimed at preventing another electoral defeat for its proxy party, after the National League for
Democracy (NLD) won landslide victories in the general elections in 1990, 2015 and 2020—the
only exception being the 2010 poll, which it boycotted.

PR effectively prevents major popular parties like the NLD and the Shan Nationalities League for
Democracy from winning by huge margins, while making it easier for parties such as the
military’s proxy Union Solidarity and Development Party and others that lost in previous
elections to achieve greater representation in Parliament.

Political analysts say that democratic parties will see their power diluted under a PR system, as
around 30 political parties out of some 90 in Myanmar are believed to be allies of the military.

Given that 25 percent of parliamentary seats are reserved for armed forces personnel under
the military-drafted 2008 Constitution, introducing PR would give junta chief Min Aung Hlaing a
good chance of becoming president after next year’s election.

The junta-appointed UEC led by former general Thein Soe has met four times with political
parties to discuss the PR system. Smaller parties and pro-military parties, which lost badly in the
2020 general election, were present at the meetings.

Major political parties including the NLD, which won over 80 per cent of the vote in the 2020
poll, and ethnic political parties that won seats in the same election boycotted the meetings
and repeated their opposition to switching to a PR system.

Under closed-list PR, voters vote not for candidates, but for parties, which receive
parliamentary seats proportional to the percentage of votes they win in the election.
Candidates are elected according to their pre-stated position on this list.

The junta-appointed electoral body claims that PR will allow a wide representation of ethnic
nationalities in the legislature, thereby enabling a more inclusive administrative system.
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The regime is also amending the country’s electoral laws and political parties registration law to
accommodate PR.

The NLD has refused to recognize the junta’s UEC, saying the body is not legal. US Secretary of
State Antony Blinken last month urged the international community to reject the Myanmar

7 “

junta’s “sham elections” planned for next year, saying they would be neither free nor fair.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-again-hints-at-switch-to-
proportional-representation-electoral-system.html

Myanmar Junta Kills Dozens of Civilians in Sagaing’s Kantbalu
By THE IRRAWADDY | 6 September 2022

Myanmar military troops killed nearly 30 civilians in the east of Kantbalu Township and the
west of Kyunhla Township in Kantbalu district, Sagaing Region over the past two weeks amid
escalating fighting with resistance groups, local defense forces and residents said.

The clashes between junta troops and defense forces broke out in the last week of August, with
the Myanmar military launching both air and ground attacks against villages.

On Aug. 24, the military started launching air strikes on some villages in the border area where
Kantbalu, Kawlin and Kyunhla townships meet, leaving villagers dead, including a 6-year-old boy
and a pregnant woman from Thit Saint Kone Village, Kantbalu Township.

On Sept. 2, at least two dozen bodies were found at the monastery in Tal Pin Seik Village,
Kyunhla Township, according to residents, and local defense forces confirmed the victims were
the same people who were arrested by the military between Aug. 25 and Aug. 28, said a
member of the Red Eagle Kanbalu People’s Defense Force (PDF).

The military launched further air attacks on Aung Chan Thar, Lat Khote Pin and Koe Htaung Bo
village tracts, and deployed army columns in the area. During these operations military troops
torched several villages, he added.

Local PDF groups said the death toll could increase as bodies are usually found for several days
after the military leaves an area it has controlled. They said they had heard reports of additional
casualties, but could not yet confirm them.

The PDFs fought back, however, arresting two captains and a lieutenant from the junta’s
military on Aug. 28. Within two weeks, the junta’s military had suffered at least 40 casualties in
clashes with local resistance forces.

This did not prevent the Myanmar military from targeting civilian areas, however. About 200
houses were torched in Kyunhla Township alone in just four days, from Sept. 1-4, according to
the Kyunhla Activists Group.
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U Nay Zin Latt, the elected MP for Kantbalu Township and a member of the Committee
Representing Pyidaungsu Hluttaw, which was formed after last year’s coup by ousted
lawmakers, said such murders by the Myanmar military were totally unacceptable.

He said that even the PDF groups, which were organized very recently, can distinguish a
legitimate military target from a civilian area, but the military was targeting civilian areas that
should not be considered combat zones.

“There were some operation plans that we have avoided even though we would have had a
competitive edge over the enemy. But the military is killing civilians deliberately,” U Nay Zin
Latt, who now also serves as an operations commander of Kant Balu Battalion 2, a local PDF in
Kantbalu district.

At least three military columns are now deployed in Kantbalu district. They have arrested at
least 100 civilians and taken them as prisoners of war, according to the local PDFs.

At least 10 villages were torched in Kantbalu district alone during the two-week period and
more than 40,000 people in total have fled the area, residents said.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-kills-dozens-of-civilians-in-sagaings-
kantbalu.html

Junta forces terrorise villages in Sagaing’s Myaung Township

Residents are interrogated, beaten and forced from their homes as two Myanmar military
columns attack more than 10 villages, locals say

Moe Oo | Published on Sep 6, 2022

Myaung IDPs are pictured in mid-July (Ko Nway Oo-
Myaung)

Villagers have been assaulted and displaced in a series of
recent junta raids in southern Myaung, according to local
sources in the Sagaing Region township.

Some 150 soldiers from two junta columns attacked more
than 10 villages on September 3 and 4, capturing and
interrogating at least 15 residents, a spokesperson from the Civil Defence and Security
Organisation of Myaung (CDSOM), the resistance coalition, told Myanmar Now.

“They usually only come after midnight. | think they are trying to regain control over the
region,” the group’s information officer, Nway Oo, told Myanmar Now.
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The targeted communities included Bu Kaing, Thayet Thar, Thayet Taw, Si Ywar, Gaung Khwel,
Sin Min, Pan Nyo, Nyaung Kar Kar, Ywar Pale, Ngar Yant Oh and Min Hla.

More than 5,000 people from the villages had fled their homes at the time of reporting.

Myaung IDPs are pictured in late-August (Ko Nway Oo-
Myaung)

One local man was hospitalised on September 5 after
being tortured by the occupying Myanmar army troops,
the CDSOM spokesperson said.

“They beat one of the men so badly that he was sent to
the hospital in a social welfare vehicle. We still don’t
know which village he was from or if he survived,” Nway Oo explained.

The series of assaults followed a clash between resistance forces and the military in Myaung on
September 2 in which three junta personnel and one guerrilla fighter were reportedly killed.

Anti-junta defence forces in the area have been assisting with providing shelter and food to the
internally displaced persons (IDP) in Myaung, but are facing difficulties in meeting the growing
humanitarian needs, the coalition reported.

On August 31, CDSOM'’s information officer said that two civilians were killed and three injured
after a military artillery shell hit an IDP camp in Zee Kyun, also in Myaung Township, where
some 200 people from the villages of Bu Khaing, Thayet Thar and Kyauk Yit had been
sheltering.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/junta-forces-terrorise-villages-in-sagaings-myaung-
township

Myanmar Junta Troops Rape at Least Seven Women in Sagaing
By THE IRRAWADDY | 6 September 2022

Myanmar junta soldiers raped at least seven women, including one suffering from mental
iliness, during raids on two villages in Kani Township, Sagaing Region, in late August.

Six women aged between 25 and 40 were confirmed as being raped by soldiers during the raid
on a village in the township on August 28, according to Kani’s General Strike Committee that
documents human rights violations in the township. The village names were omitted to protect
the victims.
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During the raid, 62 female villagers were detained along with 33 males. The females were raped
during supposed interrogations, Ko Pyae Aung Naing of the committee told The Irrawaddy on
Tuesday.

“A woman with mental illness was raped in her house by soldiers while her elderly parents
were forced out,” Ko Pyae Aung Naing said.

Five victims received medical treatment from resistance groups, according to the committee
and residents.

Ko Pyae Aung Naing said there were probably other victims who did not report the attacks.

Troops from Divisions 99 and 337 and Infantry Battalion 368 released all detainees on August
29.

They burned down two buildings and furniture at the village school and around 20 million kyats
worth of medicines and equipment at the village clinic which was treating residents and
displaced people.

Medical equipment was dumped in wells and houses were looted.

“Our people will face these atrocities until we root out this terrorist force,” anti-regime activist
Ko Pyae Aung Naing said.

On August 19, a 40-year-old-woman was raped and killed by regime forces along with her
mother, who was in her 70s, during a raid on another village in the township, according to
residents.

Regime troops arrived in three or four helicopters to raid the village and detained numerous
residents. During the raid, U Hla Ti, 78, died of exhaustion while fleeing and hundreds of
civilians left their homes.

A representative of the Kyauklonegyi People’s Defense Force, a resistance group in Kani, told
The Irrawaddy on Tuesday that resistance fighters and residents found the 40-year-old’s body
sitting on a village bench. Her mother’s corpse was found on a nearby garbage dump.

Medics said the daughter was raped by soldiers before being killed, the representative said. Her
body was covered in wounds.

Her house and shop were burned by junta forces.

“l have no words to describe their inhumanity. Instead of fighting with the resistance, they burn
civilian houses and commit rape. | am totally disgusted with their behavior,” he said.

Armed resistance against the junta started in Kani in April last year and it is a key resistance
stronghold in the country.

Junta forces were accused of raping four civilians, including a child, in the township last year.
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Around 43 residents were killed in four massacres during junta raids in the township in July last

year.

Amid near-daily attacks from resistance groups and ethnic armed organizations, the regime has
committed atrocities, including arbitrary torture and killings of civilians, burning people alive,
massacres, extrajudicial killings of resistance detainees, using civilian detainees as human
shields, artillery shelling and airstrikes on residential areas.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-troops-rape-at-least-seven-women-
in-sagaing.html

Bo Tiger PDF calls on NUG to investigate Wetlet clash

The group says that another PDF group under the civilian government’s command had
threatened to “eliminate” it

Moe Oo | Published on Sep 6, 2022
Bo Tiger PDF troops seen in June

The Bo Tiger People’ Defence Force (PDF), an anti-regime
group based in Sagaing Region’s Wetlet Township, has
called on Myanmar’s civilian National Unity Government
(NUG) to intervene in a dispute with another PDF group.

In a statement released on Sunday, the Bo Tiger PDF—
which is not part of the PDF established last year by the
NUG—said that the Shwebo District PDF had threatened it with “elimination” following a
clash last week.

5.92022.6,12.16:0% .|

That incident, which stemmed from accusations that the Bo Tiger PDF was demanding money
from travellers passing through the township, resulted in the deaths of two of its members, the
statement said. Twelve more were injured and several others were captured, it added.

The group said it filed a formal complaint last Thursday, a day after the attack. It also vowed to
refrain from retaliating while the incident is being investigated, but said that it would fight back
if provoked.

Myanmar Now attempted to reach Kyar Gyi, the leader of the Bo Tiger PDF, for comment, but a
member of the group said that he was unavailable due to illness.

The commander of Shwebo District PDF Battalion 2, which is based in Wetlet Township, said
that no action has so far been taken by the NUG.
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“We only did what we did because there were complaints about Kyar Gyi’s group. If they
believe they are right, they can come and take legal action against us and we will let their
people go,” he said.

He added that the action against the Bo Tiger group had actually been taken by a local defence
force, with the Shwebo District PDF merely providing backup.

“We had no intention of attacking them in the first place. We only fired back after they started
shooting at us,” he said.

At the time of reporting, the captured Bo Tiger members were still being held in custody.
According to the Shwebo District PDF commander, “necessary actions” would be taken against
them by the township administration team.

Myanmar Now was unable to reach Naing Htoo Aung, the secretary of the NUG’s Ministry of
Defence, for comment. The ministry is responsible for all PDF groups under the NUG’s
command, including the Shwebo District PDF.

The leader of another anti-regime group based in Wetlet Township said that he regretted the
outbreak of hostilities among resistance forces.

“There was no reason to attack the Bo Tiger group, even if it was in the wrong. Every member
matters at this moment. This could destroy entire organisation,” he said, adding that the Bo
Tiger group had played an important role in a number of operations.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/bo-tiger-pdf-calls-on-nug-to-investigate-wetlet-clash

KNLA and Taung Nyo Column, Arrest A Burmese Army Lieutenant Colonel and 8 Soldiers
on the Road of Thanbyuzayat-Ye Township

monnews | 6 September 2022

The Karen Liberation Army (KNLA) along with a group
known as the Taung Nyo Column, arrested a Burmese
army lieutenant colonel and 8 soldiers who were
returning from the No. 4 Military Training School in
Wekli to the Ye Township Battalion.

The Burmese officer and soldiers were traveling in a
civilian car when the arrest took place.

According to an unnamed village Administrator, the KNLA and Taung Nyo column, made the
arrest on the highway between Thanbyuzayat and Ye Townships on September 4 at 2:00 p.m.
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The administrator said, “While the Karen soldiers were checking the road, they saw a military
box inside a civilian car, which led them to make the arrest.”

Military equipment inside the box was seized along with the vehicle.

4 soldiers, including a lieutenant colonel, are from Infantry Battalion 343 based in Ye Township
and the other 4 soldiers are from the 61st Battalion.

There are Karen villages on the east side of the Thanbyuzayat-Ye road, which is about 50 miles
away, and Mon villages on the west side.

At the time of publication, Mon News Agency has not been able to confirm the incident with
the relevant battalions.

As announced by the YGF on August 18, put down glass doors on the highway, do not install the
black sticker, do not cover the period, and don’t follow along with military convoys from Ye
Township to Thanbyuzayat Township, also according to an online statement by the Taung Nyo
People’s Guerrilla Force of Mon State, a notice has been issued not to allow any vehicles to pass
through the Ye-Thanbyuzayat road between 9:30 p.m. and 4:00 a.m.

https://monnews.org/2022/09/06/knla-and-taung-nyo-column-arrest-a-burmese-army-
lieutenant-colonel-and-8-soldiers-on-the-road-of-thanbyuzayat-ye-township/

AA Chief Claims Myanmar Junta Holding Mrauk-U Hostage
By THE IRRAWADDY | 6 September 2022

The Arakan Army (AA) chief has accused Myanmar’s regime of using Mrauk-U, the historic
Rakhine capital, as a hostage amid escalating violence.

“The SAC [State Administrative Council] is unleashing its dastardly playbook and modus
operandi. Mrauk-U is being held hostage by the cowards who dare fight only against the
unarmed civilians,” Major General Tun Myat Naing tweeted on Sunday, using the regime’s
name for itself.

."g\ ‘m

A Mrauk-U temple. / The Irrawaddy

The AA commander-in-chief tweeted after six military
trucks carrying junta soldiers entered Mrauk-U on
Saturday morning, opening fire indiscriminately at the
central market, and Battalions 377, 380 and 540 — which
are based in the town — fired shells.

p— - R~ =

Junta troops take Mrauk-U civilians hostage at the order of the 55 Light Infantry Division
commander, Maj-Gen Tun Myat Naing claimed.
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No one was injured as the market was closed but it sparked a panic, said residents.

Junta soldiers detained Ko Kyaw Zan Wai, also known as Ko Yin Hsot, during the Mrauk-U raid.
Troops are still deployed at the central market and ordered shops to close, saying there are
mines to be cleared.

“They came with gasoline containers, saying they would clear mines in the market. We are
concerned they might torch the market,” a resident told The Irrawaddy on Monday.

The junta’s attack on the central market came after the AA on August 30 detained a market
trader for allegedly supplying food to junta troops.

The AA and junta clashed around Lekka village around 14km north of Mrauk-U on August 28.
Light Infantry Battalion 377 then shelled Kin Seik village to the west of Mrauk-U town without
giving an explanation. Three villagers, including a five-year-old, died and nine others were
injured in the shelling. The AA and residents have called the shelling a deliberate attack on
civilians.

Mrauk-U Cultural Heritage Conservation Association said it was shocked by the shelling in a
heritage zone amid an ongoing bid for recognition of Mrauk-U as a World Heritage Site with the
United Nations cultural agency, Unesco.

L3

Residents in the Mrauk-U archaeological zone.

“They are enthusiastically working for Mrauk-U to be
inscribed on the Unesco World Heritage List. But they are
also shelling the town. | don’t understand,” a member of
the association told The Irrawaddy.

Mrauk-U was the seat of Arakanese kings from the 15th
century to the late 19th century. The empire covered large
parts of eastern Bengal and what is now Rakhine State and Magwe Region. Many structures are
well-preserved with around 380 temples scattered amid the lush hills.

The final Unesco proposal was submitted to the World Heritage Committee this year.

Mrauk-U has been designated as a site of national protection. Scholars are due to visit this
month and next month but the attack could disrupt the Unesco application, the association
said.

Some historic structures in Mrauk-U’s old city were damaged during fighting with the AA
between 2018 and 2020.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/aa-chief-claims-myanmar-junta-holding-mrauk-u-
hostage.html
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TNLA Abducts Civilians Near Hsipaw
By SHAN - September 6, 2022

The Ta’ang National Liberation Army (TNLA) has continued its forced recruitment programme in
northern Shan State, abducting nearly 100 people from villages in Hsipaw Township, according
to an eyewitness.

"They’re mainly abducting people of the Palaung (Ta’ang) ethnic group,” said the woman, who
wishes to remain anonymous for fear of reprisals.

The armed group, which is fighting the Restoration Council of Shan State (RCSS) and the Burma
Army in the region, snatched 70 people from the villages close to the town of Hsipaw at the end
of August.

l TNLA

"l saw that some people were tied up with ropes,” she
said, explaining that the TNLA soldiers didn’t take anyone
from Hsipaw.

Another woman, who also declined to give her name, said
villagers from Nyaung Koe Pin, Wan Mai, Kyaung Su and
Nar Mon, which is near the town, were abducted to become soldiers. She said they had a list of
the people they wanted.

An anonymous woman from Hsipaw town said: “We’re afraid of them and don’t go out of our
house after 8 pm.”

Since last year’s coup, the various armed groups that are squabbling over territory in Shan State
have stepped up their forced recruitment to bolster their ranks for battle.

The Shan State Progress Party has abducted villagers from Loilem District and the RCSS has
grabbed people from Keng Tawng area. Both places are in the south of Shan State.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/25317

Fighting Flares Up Between Military And KIA In Northern Shan State
By SHAN - September 6, 2022

Fighting between the Burma Army (BA) and the Kachin Independence Army (KIA) brought traffic
to a standstill in Kutkai Township on Sunday, 4 September.
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An anonymous motorcyclist said: “We heard guns and heavy weapons fired” near the highway
outside Mang Pein village in the village tract sharing the same name for about an hour at
midday.

After the fighting ended, traffic continued as usual, but soldiers demanded money from buses
travelling on the road, said another motorist driving from Lashio to Muse.

KIA troops Photo credit to Myanmar Now

Sunday’s violence was the first time fighting has broken
out in Kutkai in several months, raising fears that the
conflict in the area will flare up again.

The Shan State Progress Party, the Ta’ang National
Liberation Army and the Myanmar National Democratic
Alliance Army and People’s Militia Force all maintain a

Myanmar regime force Photo credit to Getty Image

On the same day, the KIA and the People’s Defence Forces
clashed with the BA in Namtu Township, about three
hours’ drive south, after which villagers from Loi Myae and
Nam La fled to the Bawdwin lead mine, where they
remain, a man who requested anonymity told SHAN.

The man said both sides used light and heavy weapons during the 30-minute clash in the Hing
Pok village tract. Although the fighting has now stopped, the armed groups are still in the area,
so villagers don’t feel safe to return.

The groups last clashed in the township on 28 August and at that time 50 people fled to the
mine.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/25320

‘Buck up’ in enforcing Myanmar peace plan
PUBLISHED 6 SEPTEMBER 2022

The Daily Star (ANN)— Malaysia's Foreign Minister Saifuddin Abdullah yesterday called on the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean) to act more urgently in its efforts to provide
humanitarian assistance and spur a peace process in Myanmar.
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The 10-nation bloc has been pushing Myanmar's military rulers to follow a peace "consensus"
they agreed to last year, with some member countries expressing disappointment over a lack of
progress on the plan.

Myanmar has been trapped in a cycle of violence since the military overthrew an elected
government last year and launched a bloody crackdown on protests and dissent.

Saifuddin said he had written to the Asean Secretary-General on Saturday to ask for updates on
the situation in Myanmar, as he had yet to receive any reports from the bloc's leadership since
the grouping met in Cambodia last month.

"The Asean Secretariat must have a sense of urgency to look into what is actually happening in
Myanmar," he told reporters in Kuala Lumpur, adding that the bloc could not afford to wait
until its next major summit in November. "They (the Asean secretariat) must have a full-time
team working on the conflict, otherwise people get killed in between all of our meetings... We
must buck up."

The Asean Secretariat in Jakarta did not immediately respond to an emailed request for
comment.

Meanwhile, Myanmar's State Administration Council chairamn was on a visit to Russia
yesterday, his second trip there in less than two months, as ruling military tries to shore up one
of its few diplomatic alliances as it comes under growing international pressure.

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing has been barred from representing Myanmar at most
international gatherings since military takeover in February 2021.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/buck-up-in-enforcing-myanmar-peace-plan

Conversation with the UN Secretary-General’s Special Envoy on Myanmar, Noeleen Heyzer

By Mizzima |

The United Nations (UN) Special Envoy of the Secretary-
General on Myanmar Noeleen Heyzer took part in a seminar
at a seminar organized by ISEAS on 5 September.

The seminar was titled “In Conversation with the UN
Secretary-General’s Special Envoy on Myanmar Noeleen
Heyzer.”

The ISEAS—Yusof Ishak Institute is a research institution and statutory board under the Ministry
of Education in Singapore. Previously it was known as the Institute of Southeast Asian Studies.
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The UN has released a highlight of the comments made by Noeleen Heyzer. Below are those
selected comments:

Immediately after taking up my appointment in mid-December, | have held extensive and
regular consultations with Myanmar’s key stakeholders, focusing on early discussions with key
figures of the National League for Democracy (NLD), the top leadership of the National Unity
Government (NUG) and of key Ethnic Armed Organisations (EAOs).

| then continued my engagement with the Committee Representing Pyidaungsu Hluttaw (CRPH)
comprising elected parliamentarians; diverse civil society organisations and leaders, including
women’s groups and human rights activists; humanitarian organisations, such as the Myanmar
Local Humanitarian Network; refugee representatives from diverse ethnic groups; Rohingya
representatives; and youth.

These wide-ranging discussions have been regular, constant and ongoing into the present day,
which has been absolutely essential to stay informed about the situation on the ground, and to
amplify the realities, priorities and voices of the people, especially of women, youth, and
displaced persons.

Affected communities across the country shared their first-hand accounts of the deteriorating
ground situation, as military operations and atrocities have intensified, including aerial and
artillery attacks. Many of the most vulnerable people, particularly women and children, have
been forced to flee, some seeking refuge across borders to neighbouring countries.

Amid these painful accounts of suffering, | have also been inspired by the courage, democratic
aspirations and leadership of so many, including people from diverse ethnic communities,
women and youth, as agents of change.

Extensive consultations — the most important part of my all-stakeholder approach — are
explicitly called for in the Special Envoy’s mandate, which has seen consistent and broad
support by Member States in the Security Council and General Assembly urging me to continue
playing a bridging role and actively engage with key stakeholders in Myanmar, in the region and
the international community.

As distrust among stakeholders has only deepened, there is little space to advocate for the de-
escalation of violence or to engage in “talks about talks” to address the political and
multidimensional crises. Amid this backdrop and “zero-sum” calculation, armed resistance has
proliferated. The military continues its disproportionate use of force and has intensified its
attack on civilians and increased operations against resistance forces, using militias and aerial
bombings. Civilian buildings and villages have been destroyed by fire and internally displaced
populations have been attacked.

Building on relations with regional leaders, | have managed over the past months to strengthen
cooperation with ASEAN and its Special Envoy. UN-ASEAN “complementarity” has been central
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to my efforts, highlighted in an unprecedented statement in the ASEAN Foreign Ministers’
retreat in February and most recently echoed at the US-ASEAN Special Summit in May.

My close and regular consultations with ASEAN leaders, including its Chair and Cambodian
Prime Minister, ASEAN Special Envoy, and all ASEAN Foreign Ministers have reinforced the
importance of such synergy, as ASEAN leaders have welcomed my inclusive engagement with
all stakeholders and the assessment of the ground situation based on first-hand accounts that
affected communities across the country have shared with me.

| continue to focus on the possibility of an UN-ASEAN cooperation umbrella for unhindered and
safe delivery of humanitarian aid through all available channels. | have stressed that this
depends on building a stronger, more equal and meaningful partnership with local
humanitarian networks, including in border areas, to ensure aid is delivered without
discrimination through greater access, localized and flexible funding, including for protection
needs, and safety and security of humanitarian actors. These points were reinforced during my
visits to the border area with Thailand, where | met many local actors working on cross-border
aid, often the only ones who can go the final mile to ensure the delivery of humanitarian
assistance to the most vulnerable.

| have repeatedly called for the immediate cessation of aerial bombings and a humanitarian
pause in targeted areas to allow for effective and safe access, and the urgent delivery of
assistance through all existing channels to address the multiple humanitarian needs and
vulnerabilities.

Reflective of increasing unity forming across ethnic and democratic lines, the EAOs and the
NUG came together in an appeal for me to establish an “ASEAN PLUS” inclusive platform for
engagement and problem solving, focusing initially on the emergency humanitarian situation
that is a direct result of the political crisis.

As | was continuing to meet with these diverse stakeholders, the conflict and violence were
worsening, which made engagement with the SAC as a key party to the conflict and my visit to
Nay Pyi Taw all the more important.

My visit to Nay Pyi Taw meeting with the Senior General and his senior advisers was to convey
the serious concerns of the United Nations and propose concrete steps needed to immediately
reduce the conflict and the suffering of the people. My visit was part of broader efforts by the
United Nations to urgently support an effective and peaceful Myanmar-led political pathway to
return to civilian rule based on the will and the needs of the people, based on my mandate as
an impartial actor to engage with all stakeholders in Myanmar, the region and globally,
consistent with the principles of the United Nations.

In response to my request to meet State Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi, the Senior General
indicated the possibility of a meeting eventually. | am now very concerned about her health and
well-being, and condemn her sentencing to hard labour.
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Immediately after the mission to Nay Pyi Taw, | travelled to Bangladesh for consultations with
Prime Minister H.E. Sheikh Hasina and other senior Government Ministers, and to visit the
refugee camps in Cox’s Bazar. During my visit to the camps, | saw firsthand the resilience and
determination of the Rohingya. The visit helped to reinforce international attention and
solidarity with the Rohingya, heeding their direct request for me to engage with them and
helping to ensure they do not become a “forgotten people”.

In recognition of the tragic reality that large numbers of people will be forced to flee Myanmar
to seek international protection | will continue to call for greater urgency and responsibility
sharing by the international community, including scaling up humanitarian assistance and
durable solutions for refugees from Myanmar. | will also urge ASEAN Member States specifically
to develop a regional framework for refugee protection as part of this responsibility sharing.

In my recent visit to Malaysia in July, | had very constructive meetings with Prime Minister H.E.
Ismail Sabri Yaakob, including on the importance of keeping international and regional focus on
Rohingya issues...Soon after my visit, the Prime Minister made the very welcome
announcement that refugees are now considered officially as a ‘vulnerable group’ by the
Government of Malaysia, a very significant development given that Malaysia like many
countries in the region has not signed the 1951 Refugee Convention. In addition, | continue to
support the Malaysian Government in advancing refugee education globally and regionally,
including through the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation and the UN Secretary General’s
Transforming Education Summit later this month.

While in Malaysia, | also had the opportunity to meet with representatives of several refugee
communities from Myanmar, including Chin, Kachin, Mon, Rakhine, Myanmar Muslim and
Rohingya. They shared with me the challenges of living without legal documentation, how every
aspect of their lives is affected including access to healthcare, education and legal

employment.

In recognition of the tragic reality that large numbers of people will be forced to flee Myanmar
to seek international protection | will continue to call for greater urgency and responsibility
sharing by the international community, including scaling up humanitarian assistance and
durable solutions for refugees from Myanmar. | will also urge ASEAN Member States specifically
to develop a regional framework for refugee protection as part of this responsibility sharing.

| wish that | could say that there was a clear way forward. But the reality is that there is no clear
path out of this crisis and that there will be no easy solutions. While | will continue to do what is
possible within my mandate, the limitations of the United Nations and the international
community are also clear, and continued differences in positioning among Member States of
the UN is also a fact. It is also true that political solutions ultimately cannot be imposed from
the outside. Thus, | will continue to appeal to all governments, regional organisations and other
key stakeholders, to listen to the will of people and be guided by that will.
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We cannot wait. A multidimensional catastrophe will emerge in the heart of ASEAN unless we
as a regional and international community come together to seriously find new ways to support
this Myanmar-led process towards an inclusive society and democratic future.

If | ever visit Myanmar again, it will only be if | can meet with Daw Aung San Suu Kyi.

https://mizzima.com/article/conversation-un-secretary-generals-special-envoy-myanmar-
noeleen-heyzer

UN envoy won’t return to Myanmar unless she can meet with Aung San Suu Kyi

Noeleen Heyzer says she also has repeatedly called for the immediate halt of military attacks on
civilians.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.09.06

UN special envoy to Myanmar Noeleen Heyzer (C)
arrives at Yangon International Airport in Yangon,
Myanmar, Aug. 16, 2022. Myanmar military

The United Nations special envoy to Myanmar said she
will not return to the country unless she is allowed to
meet with jailed former leader Aung San Suu Kyi, as
she defended an initial visit to the Southeast Asian
nation where she held talks with the country’s military

rulers.

Noeleen Heyzer, the special envoy of the U.N. secretary-general, discussed the situation in
Myanmar, which has been rocked by violence since the military’s February 2021 coup, at a
meeting on Monday at the Yusof Ishak Institute for Southeast Asian Studies in Singapore.

Heyzer met in August with senior military regime leaders, including junta chief Snr. Gen. Min
Aung Hlaing, in the capital Naypyidaw during her first visit to Myanmar nine months after
her appointment. At the time, critics warned her visit risked giving legitimacy to the regime.

But the junta, which ousted a democratically elected government, declined her request to
see Suu Kyi, who has been sentenced to more than 20 years in prison on various charges.

“If | ever visit Myanmar again, it will only be if | can meet with Daw [honorific] Aung San Suu
Kyi,” Heyzer said in key highlights from the remarks at the seminar.

While in Myanmar, Heyzer called on the junta to stop its violence against civilians.

“l have repeatedly called for the immediate cessation of aerial bombings and a humanitarian
pause in targeted areas to allow for effective and safe access, and the urgent delivery of
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assistance through all existing channels to address the multiple humanitarian needs and
vulnerabilities,” she said in her seminar remarks.

Heyzer also said she held extensive and regular discussions with the opposition National
League for Democracy, the parallel National Unity Government (NUG) and ethnic armed
groups. She said she is trying to determine the true situation on the ground by continuing to
interact with members of the Committee Representing Pyidaungsu Hluttaw (CRPH), formed
by lawmakers who were unable to take their seats because of the coup, civil society
organizations, women’s groups, human rights groups and ethnic war refugees.

Heyzer said she went to Naypyidaw and met with the junta leaders because it was important
to engage all stakeholders in Myanmar and to act as a bridge between Myanmar and
regional stakeholders and the international community.

During Heyzer’s visit in August, Min Aung Hlaing indicated that he might allow her to meet
Suu Kyi, who has now been sentenced to hard labor and imprisonment on what rights groups
say are trumped-up charges by the military regime.

“In response to my request to meet State Counselor Aung San Suu Kyi, the senior general
indicated the possibility of a meeting eventually,” Heyzer said in her remarks. “I am now very
concerned about her health and well-being, and condemn her sentencing to hard labor.”

During her address to more than 200 virtual and in-person attendees, Heyzer said there was
deep distrust among stakeholder groups in Myanmar and that it was not easy to hold a
dialogue with them.

Heyzer also said she visited Bangladesh after her trip to Myanmar to meet with Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina and inspect Rohingya refugee camps in the Cox’s Bazar area. She is
urging Association of Southeast Asian member states to create a regional framework to
protect the refugees from Myanmar, who were driven out of the country by a brutal military
crackdown in 2017.

There is no clear path regarding the crisis in Myanmar and no easy way to resolve it, Heyzer
said. The U.N. and the international community have limitations in what they can do, and
there are differences of opinion among U.N. member states regarding the crisis in Myanmar.

Zin Mar Aung (R), minister for foreign affairs from
Myanmar’s shadow National Unity Government, meets

. with Czech Foreign Minister Jan Lipavsky in Prague, the
Czech Repubilic, Sept. 2, 2022. Credit: NUG

{ She said it is impossible to force solutions from outside
kﬁf— ‘!, the country to solve the crisis, but that regional
organizations and mternatlonal governments must listen to the voices of the Burmese
people.
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“A multidimensional catastrophe will emerge” unless the regional and international
communities find new ways to support a democratic future for Myanmar, she said.

'World needs to wake up'

Also on Monday, the Special Advisory Council for Myanmar (SAC-M), a group of former U.N.
rights experts, said the NUG, representing the people’s resistance against the military junta,
should be recognized internationally as the official government of Myanmar. It said the NUG
controls most of the country’s territory.

The SAC-M was formed to monitor and record human rights violations in Myanmar after the
2021 military coup. Its members are Yanghee Lee, the U.N.’s special rapporteur on the
situation of human rights in Myanmar from 2014 to 2020; Marzuki Darusman, former chair
of the U.N. Independent International Fact-Finding Mission on Myanmar; and Chris Sidoti,
former member of the U.N. Independent International Fact-Finding Mission on Myanmar.

“The world needs to wake up to the reality that a new Myanmar is already taking shape,”
said Lee in a printed statement about a briefing paper issued by the SAC-M.

“The National Unity Government is not a shadow government or a government in exile,” she
said. “It is the representative of the people’s revolution and resistance to the military junta,
the combined forces of which control the majority of the country.”

The briefing paper titled “Effective Control in Myanmar” finds that the NUG and resistance
organizations have effective control over 52% of Myanmar’s territory. The junta can claim to
have stable control over 17% of the territory and is being actively contested in a further 23%,
the report said.

“The NUG is the legitimate government of Myanmar and should have been recognized
formally as such long ago,” Sidoti said in the printed statement. “But instead, there is a
complete mess in the international system when it comes to Myanmar’s representation.
That is depriving the Myanmar people of their voice at a time when they need it the most.

“The revolution in Myanmar will succeed. But history will not look back kindly on how we in
the international system failed to stand with the people,” he said.

Kyaw Zaw, spokesman for the NUG’s presidential office, said the statement by the SAC-M
described the true situation in Myanmar.

“IThe NUG] is the government that represents the people. We have full legality,” he said.

“They (the military) are trying to seize power with guns,” he said. “The people accepted our
government as their representative. Therefore, what Ms. Yanghee Lee had said was a true
reflection of our government's position.”
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The SAC-M’s report said the military council has control of only 93 townships out of 330 in
the country, and 21 of those townships are controlled by subordinate militia groups.

The report goes on to point out that 16 townships in Sagaing and Magway regions —
hotbeds of armed resistance to the junta — have been completely freed from the control of
the military council, and that the armed resistance has begun to take over administration
matters.

RFA could not reach junta spokesman Maj. Gen. Zaw Min Tun for comment.

Thein Tun Oo, executive director of the Thaningha Strategic Studies Institute, a group of
former military officers, criticized the report as being largely inconsistent with the actual
situation.

“We don’t know what information they have based their statement on,” he said.

“What we can say is that this statement was issued with the intention of bringing some
instability to Myanmar,” he said, adding that the report was released for political purposes
because a decision on the appointment of Myanmar’s permanent representative to the U.N.
will be made soon.

The U.N. Credentials Committee, which includes nine member countries, will decide who will
be allowed to represent Myanmar during the first session of the 77th U.N. General Assembly
to be held in New York on Sept 13-27.

Translated by Khin Maung Nyane for RFA Burmese. Written in English by Roseanne Gerin.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/noeleen-heyzer-09062022182046.html

Controversial China-Backed New City is Myanmar’s Human Trafficking Hub
By YAN NAING | 6 September 2022

Myanmar, isolated from the rest of the world since last year’s coup, is rapidly becoming an
even bigger headache for the Southeast Asia region.

Rising incidents of human trafficking have alarmed human rights activists, with reports that the
Shwe Kokko New City in southeast Myanmar’s Karen State has become a people-trafficking
hub. The town, which is home to numerous Chinese-owned businesses and dubs itself a Special
Economic Zone, sits opposite Thailand on the banks of the Moei River and is controlled by the
Karen Border Guard Force, which is affiliated with the Myanmar military.

Most victims of human trafficking in the region come from Thailand, Malaysia, Cambodia and
Laos, according to The Diplomat online magazine. They are imprisoned and forced to work as
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online scammers for crime syndicates. A significant number of trafficked persons are Mandarin
or Cantonese speakers, who have to work day and night for the sinister syndicates.

Those who disobey or under-perform face physical punishment and other forms of abuse, the
Washington DC-based Diplomat magazine said.

With a democratically-elected government deposed, the economy in shambles and persecution
of pro-democracy supporters going on unabated, Myanmar has become the poster child for
unbridled lawlessness and chaos in Southeast Asia.

Economic conditions in Myanmar are dire. Since April, the military regime has cracked down
heavily on the use of foreign currency to shore up its dwindling international reserves. Import
of many goods, including cars, have been banned.

In July, the Central Bank of Myanmar ordered firms with outstanding foreign loans to suspend
repayments of debts and adjust repayment schedules with foreign lenders, according to the
Bangkok Post newspaper.

The World Bank in its latest report said that Myanmar’s economy remains fragile as dollar
shortages limit the availability of key imported products.

As a consequence, heinous crimes like human trafficking are on the rise in Myanmar.

Shwe Kokko has a strong presence of Chinese investors, workers and visitors, many drawn to
the area by the presence of casinos and nightclubs. Some reports have claimed that Shwe
Kokko New City is part of China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI).

Beijing, though, has denied that and distanced itself from the USS15 billion so-called Special
Economic Zone. In August 2020, China’s embassy in Myanmar said on its Facebook that Shwe
Kokko “is a third-country investment and has nothing to do with the Belt and Road Initiative.”

Disputing that claim, The Diplomat cited a 2017 report by China’s state-run Xinhua news agency
which reported that the Shwe Kokko project is an important component of the BRI. According
to the Xinhua report, the state-owned enterprise China Metallurgical Group Corporation was
engaged in constructing the Shwe Kokko Special Economic Zone.

The Irrawaddy has a different take on the Shwe Kokko project. It said that since last year’s coup,
the Myanmar Investment Commission has stopped making the Shwe Kokko investment
approval list public. The Irrawaddy expressed surprise that Beijing chose to distance itself
publicly from Shwe Kokko, despite it being an important BRI project.

To support its claim that China is officially involved in the Shwe Kokko project, The Irrawaddy
cited the Asia-Pacific High-level Conference on BRI Cooperation held in Beijing in June 2021. At
this meeting, which was attended by the junta’s foreign minister U Wunna Maung Lwin, China
told member countries that it would continue investing in BRI infrastructure projects despite
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Page 22 of 47



Many observers believe that Beijing is distancing itself from the Shwe Kokko New City because
the town has become infamous for human trafficking and other crimes. The Yatai International
Holding Group, which has been accused of running illegal casinos in Cambodia and the
Philippines, is a key player in the project.

It seems certain, too, that China is aware of the human trafficking problem in Shwe Kokko, and
has even vowed to rescue trafficked victims, some of whom are from mainland China and Hong
Kong.

In August, Thai authorities arrested She Zhijiang, Shwe Kokko’s boss and the head of the Yatai
International Holding Group, who is the subject of an international arrest warrant for allegedly
running an illegal online casino. He has also been involved in gambling ventures in Cambodia
and a lottery scheme in the Philippines, according to multiple media reports. She Zhijiang is
alleged to have been on the run from Chinese authorities since 2012. Thai authorities have said
that the process of extraditing him to China is ongoing.

It will be interesting to see what action China takes against She Zhijiang, and how his arrest will
impact Shwe Kokko’s position as Southeast Asia’s latest crime hub. So far, though, Shwe Kokko
remains unaffected and the human traffickers continue to ply their vile trade.

Yan Naing is a pseudonym for a political analyst on Myanmar and China.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/guest-column/controversial-china-backed-new-city-is-
myanmars-human-trafficking-hub.html

Myanmar Junta Leader to Meet Putin in Russia
By THE IRRAWADDY | 6 September 2022

Myanmar regime leader Min Aung Hlaing, who is now in Russia on a working visit, will meet
with Russian President Vladimir Putin on Wednesday, according to the Kremlin’s press service.

It will be Min Aung Hlaing’s first meeting with Putin, and the Russian president will be the first
leader of a powerful country to host the junta boss, who has been shunned internationally for
his military coup and brutal crackdowns on opponents. So far the Myanmar junta has killed
more than 2,000 people for rejecting military rule.

Min Aung Hlaing has been in Russia since Sunday to attend the Eastern Economic Forum (EEF-
2022), an annual meeting in Vladivostok to encourage foreign investment in the Russian Far
East. This is his third visit to Russia since last year’s military coup. It has become the only
country he can travel to since the takeover.

The Kremlin said that along with the Russian president, “the chairman of the State
Administration Council, Prime Minister of the Provisional Government and Commander-in-Chief
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of the Armed Forces of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar Min Aung Hlaing”, Armenian
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan, Mongolian Prime Minister Luvsannamsrayn Oyun-Erdene
and the chairman of China’s National People’s Congress, Li Zhanshu, will attend the forum.

It said Putin will hold bilateral meetings with the invited foreign leaders on the sidelines of the
EEF on Wednesday.

“The two leaders [Putin and Min Aung Hlaing] will attend a plenary session of the Eastern
Economic Forum,” the statement said.

Russia is one of the junta’s major arms suppliers after China. The two countries have resisted
attempts by the UN Security Council to pass resolutions against the Myanmar regime.

The junta has grown closer to Russia since the coup, expanding ties not only militarily but
also on the business front. Currently, the junta is trying to import oil from Russia to solve fuel
shortages at home while inviting Russian companies to participate in oil and gas projects

in Myanmar. It is also promoting tourism, and negotiations to open direct flights between the
two countries are now under way, Tass reported, quoting Russian presidential aide Yury
Ushakov.

The junta has backed Russia’s invasion of Ukraine since the beginning and seemed to reiterate
this support during the coup leader’s current visit.

On Monday, Ushakov told the press that Russia and Myanmar’s positions on key international
and regional issues are either close or identical, adding that Naypyitaw understood the causes
of “the special military operation in Ukraine” and saw that “it is well-grounded and rejects the
West’s anti-Russian sanctions.”

Since 2013, Min Aung Hlaing has been to Russia nine times, including the current visit.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-leader-to-meet-putin-in-russia.html
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