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At least one civilian killed as clashes in northern Rakhine continue
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Post-coup instability drives inflation to record levels in Myanmar

‘Min Aung Hlaing has taken advantage of the system’: Charles Santiago
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Myanmar’s Military Regime Cannot Withstand the Revolution
By THE IRRAWADDY | 29 August 2022

Dr. Tayzar San, 33, is one of the military regime’s most wanted people and has been hunted by
the junta for many months. But despite being in hiding, the man who led the first anti-coup
demonstrations in Mandalay and who has since became a prominent revolutionary continues
to carry out his mission of eliminating military dictatorship from Myanmar.

He challenges the junta leaders on social media almost daily, and has been travelling
extensively to meet resistance groups and civilians on the ground.

The protest leader recently talked to The Irrawaddy about what he saw during his travels in
resistance strongholds.

What did you see on your travels?

| have been travelling across the country. | travelled on foot, by bike, by water and even rode an
elephant once. | have been to many places and met people from all walks of life, including
ordinary civilians, People Defense Forces (PDFs), ethnic organizations, people’s authorities,
education boards, health boards, lawmakers, political party leaders, businessmen and even
beggars. And | have heard many things from them.

To tell you briefly what | saw on my travels is that | have greater confidence that this revolution
will definitely succeed. The people will definitely win this fight. The military regime are not
capable, either physically or mentally, of withstanding this revolution.

What can you tell us about the plight of ordinary people?

What | have seen is the worst social, economic, health and security situation in the country
since Myanmar became independent over 70 years ago. It is said that the occupation of
Myanmar [then Burma] by fascist Japan during World War Il was the worst period in Myanmar’s
history. In the future, people will say that Min Aung Hlaing’s dictatorship was worse than fascist
Japan’s rule.

Every day, junta troops torch villages for no reason. They drop bombs on civilians for no reason
and shoot anyone on sight, whether they are engaged in the revolution or not. It is an
extremely brutal dictatorship. The people have nothing to lose now, so there is no other option
but to throw themselves into the revolution. People have been participating in the revolution
with a lot of determination. In some of the villages | visited, all the villagers are members of
PDFs. The military torches houses and arrests and kills civilians in order to instill fear in villagers.
But the crueler their actions, the more revolutionary the people become.

How are people surviving?
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People face extreme hardship. The military regime is employing the ‘Four Cuts’ strategy that
they have used for many years. They cut off supplies of food, medicine and fuel, as well as
access to the internet. So people are extremely short of food, medicine and fuel. As Myanmar is
an agricultural country, people can still manage to grow food to eat, but life is still very difficult
for them.

The worst thing is that the currency, the Kyat, is continuously depreciating. Farmers and low-
income families are facing appalling hardship due to the inflation caused by that. But they have
nothing more to lose. They have lost their houses and possessions in arson attacks. They live in
makeshift shelters and under trees. And they make do with what they have. They are already
facing the worst situation.

They are not feeling down because of the woes they are facing. Instead they are preoccupied by
the desire to fight for the revolution. As they have decided to sacrifice their lives if necessary,
they are no longer feeling sad or shocked. They think more about how to end the military
dictatorship in the shortest possible time.

| would like to take this opportunity to tell the international community that millions of people
need humanitarian assistance now. They have no shelter, no food and medicine. | want to urge
the international agencies to help them on humanitarian grounds. There are millions of people
affected by the fighting in Anyar [central Myanmar], Karen State, northern Shan State and
Tanintharyi Region. There are many people who are going hungry. | would like to urge the
world to help them.

What are the young people doing?

Teenagers as young as 15 are participating in the revolution alongside older people, which is
encouraging. Parents take their children to local PDF groups. Almost all the young people in the
villages take part in the revolution one way or another. Even if they don’t personally take part
in the fighting, they do their part in logistics and helping displaced people. At the same time,
interim schools from kindergarten to matriculation have been opened and children attend
classes. Some of those who can’t join the armed revolution are serving as volunteer teachers.

And the people who are part of the Civil Disobedience Movement are not just on strike. They
are teachers or are serving in people’s authorities. Some have joined PDFs. They are working
with determination to end the military dictatorship.

If people in other parts of the country have similar thoughts, our revolution won’t take long to
succeed. If people want to end this ordeal as quickly as possible, it is important that all of them
take part in the revolution. What | have seen is that every young person has become a full-time
revolutionary.

What do PDFs and resistance groups need?
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All the groups said they need weapons and ammunition. The National Unity Government (NUG)
has financial constraints. | would like to urge people to make donations to fund the resistance.

What are your suggestions to revolutionary groups?

Our resistance forces were established overnight out of the necessity of the revolution. They
are made up of civilians who joined the PDFs after a few months of military training. The chain
of command is not systematic and there is still room for improvement. They can’t still get rid of
their civilian behavior. There must be a systematic and swift chain of command from the most
basic unit of a squad to platoon, company and battalion level right up to the NUG’s defense
ministry.

There are PDFs at the village, township, district and regional level. There must be unity among
the civilian administration officials such as the people’s authorities, township resource
management boards, township health boards and education boards. This is very important. The
second thing is they must follow codes of conduct and regulations. This is critical.

PDF members must follow the code of conduct of a soldier. Administrative officials must also
follow rules and regulations. Their weapons must be used only to protect the people and their
property. So those are the two most important suggestions for them, the chain of command
and compliance with codes of conduct and rules and regulations.

How much territory do resistance forces now control?

The regime says in its newspapers that normalcy has been restored to the country. Everyone
knows that the rural population makes up 70 per cent of Myanmar’s total population. There are
between 100 and 200 villages in every township. Today, the revolutionary forces led by the
NUG are strong enough to assert control over all rural areas. The area that | am currently in is
vast, and some 80 to 90 per cent of schools have been opened by NUG-led boards in the area.
On the other hand, junta-run schools have been opened in only one township. Don’t judge the
situation just by looking at Yangon and Mandalay or the regime-controlled media. On the
ground, the huge wave of revolution is sweeping across rural areas and gaining momentum by
the day.

What do you want to tell the NUG on behalf of the people and PDFs?

All the people including me view the NUG as our government. We have pinned high hopes on it
and rely heavily on it. We have trust in the NUG. We understand that the NUG is trying hard
despite various challenges. We rely on it and expect more from it.

Everyone knows what the PDFs and resistance groups need. They need funds, weapons and
ammunition. We expect the NUG to take practical steps to make sure that people’s authorities
and so on can perform effectively.

Another thing is understanding and sympathy from the international community. Even if the
international community can’t directly give the things we need, they can help displaced people

Page 4 of 53



in Myanmar on humanitarian grounds. | want the NUG to try to solicit assistance from the
international community for displaced people. Millions of people are going hungry now in our
country. They need shelter and medicine. On behalf of the Myanmar people, | would like to
urge the NUG to try and get them international assistance.

What is the key to the success of the revolution?

As our revolution is centered on armed resistance, people would say heavy weapons and
ammunition are most needed. That is not wrong. But, personally, people are the most
important part of the revolution. This is a revolution of the people. Frankly, this revolution
belongs to neither the NUG nor the National League for Democracy (NLD). Nor does it belong to
the PDFs. This is a revolution of the people for the people.

People have risen up in revolt because they can’t accept the injustice that comes from being
ruled by a gun and having their votes cancelled. This is not a personal fight and it is not a fight
between two parties: between the red [the NLD] and the green [the Myanmar military]. That
must be understood clearly. The Anyar Region is fighting the military fiercely in this Spring
Revolution. The Bamar people themselves are fighting fiercely against the regime, even though
the Myanmar military is traditionally dominated by the Bamar.

The Myanmar military can be compared to a tree that has lost its roots. No matter how large it
has grown, the tree will not survive for long once it has lost its roots. It will definitely fall down.
If you want to see the tree fall down quickly, then join others to push it down. The more people
who join to push the tree, the quicker it will fall down. Do whatever you can. Those with
swords, cut the tree with swords. Those with axes, cut with axes. Anyone with arms, help push
it down. The dictatorship will definitely collapse. As the people are the key, | would like to urge
all the people to continue to participate in the revolution.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/in-person/interview/myanmars-military-regime-cannot-
withstand-the-revolution.html

Beyond the Headlines: Myanmar military arrests activists for 8888 commemoration, approves
petition to sell Suu Kyi’s home

Myanmar Now provides an overview of underreported developments in the country from the
past week, August 22 - 29

Myanmar Now | Published on Aug 29, 2022

Aung San Suu Kyi

The junta-controlled Supreme Court approved a petition from Aung San Oo, the estranged
older brother of Aung San Suu Kyi, to sell the detained State Counsellor’s Yangon home on
August 22. In 2000, while Suu Kyi was under house arrest, her brother sued her for ownership
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of the colonial-style residence at 54 University Avenue, located on the shores of Inya Lake. In
2016, a Yangon court ruled that the house and half of the nearly two-acre property that it sits
on belonged to Suu Kyi, while her brother owned another building and the rest of the land.

Yangon activists commemorate the 34th anniversary
of 8-8-88 by displaying black umbrellas on which the
number eight is printed in white Burmese script
(Yangon People’s Strike)

An attempt to overturn the decision through an
appeal to sell the property and share the revenue was
later rejected by the Supreme Court. The case was
reopened again earlier this year when the junta, which
is holding Suu Kyi in solitary confinement at the Naypyitaw Detention Centre, received Aung
San 00’s petition. The land was given to their mother Khin Kyi in 1947 by the government of
that time following the assassination of her husband, Gen Aung San. The property is reportedly
worth millions of dollars.

gﬁﬁﬁgiﬁ Caption: Aung San Suu Kyi talks to the media as Derek

Mitchell (C-L), the US Ambassador to Myanmar at that
time, stands beside her during the press conference at
Suu Kyi's residence in Yangon, Myanmar on 14 March
2012 (EPA)

Armed resistance

/ LN The Cobra Column, an anti-regime armed group that
operates under the command of the Karen National Liberation Army, announced on August 23
that it had abandoned a frontline camp in Karen State’s Myawaddy Township. It said it made
the decision after coming under sustained air and ground attacks. In addition to fighter jets,
Myanmar’s military has reportedly used a Multiple Launch Rocket System—an automatic
artillery firing platform—to attack Karen resistance forces in the area.

Members of Cobra Column are seen in a jungle in Karen
State (Cobra Column)

%' Arrests

A protester and a freelance photographer who marked the
34th anniversary of the 1988 pro-democracy uprising on
August 8 by displaying umbrellas with the number eight
printed on them in Burmese were arrested on August 20,
according to a pro-junta Telegram channel. Opened side by side to show 8-8-88—or August 8,
1988—the umbrellas were photographed near a number of key landmarks in Yangon as a silent
protest against last year’s coup.
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“Han Nyein Oo0,” a pro-regime Telegram channel, published photos of two youths forced to
kneel down with the same umbrellas and a protest banner near them, one of them with his
face covered in blood. Yangon People’s Strike, the group that organised the event, confirmed
that a member and freelance photographer Sit Min Naing had been arrested in two separate
raids. Camera equipment, computers, and cash were also seized, the group said. Despite bans
by most social media platforms, the junta still has free access to Telegram, Myanmar Now has
learned.

Junta affairs

The military council’s department of examinations under the education ministry announced on
August 23 that it would offer a retake of matriculation exams in 2023 for those who failed or
did not sit for the test in March, with applications from test-takers accepted throughout the
month of September. The move has been criticised by those who have boycotted the education
system under the junta as another attempt by the military to legitimise its administrative
mechanism and seizure of power.

International affairs

The UK announced a further round of sanctions against three Myanmar military-linked
businesses on August 24, including Sky One Construction, in which junta chief Min Aung
Hlaing’s son is a director. Also sanctioned by the UK government are two arm dealers: Star
Sapphire Group of Companies and the International Gateways Group of Companies, Ltd. The
economic restrictions are part of an effort to limit the military’s access to arms and revenue.
Sky One reportedly won several contracts to build junta projects as well as to expand the
army’s air bases.

Media attacks

Former journalist Zaw Zaw from Mandalay was sentenced in a junta court to three years in
prison for incitement under Section 505a of the Penal Code over a Facebook post, according to
a relative. Zaw Zaw, a photojournalist who quit his job with news outlet The Irrawaddy after last
year’s coup, disappeared after he was taken into military custody on April 9. He was later
transferred to Obo Prison after being held at the notorious Mandalay Palace interrogation
centre for more than one month.

__ % A sign marking the 12th Ward in North Okkalapa
Township in Yangon (Facebook)

Urban violence

An explosion went off at a junta administration office in
Yangon’s North Okkalapa Township on the night of
August 26, killing at least three people—two
administrators and a reserve firefighter—according to a
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local woman. An urban guerrilla group called the Union of Myanmar Civil Defence claimed
responsibility for the explosion and said that its members set off the bomb after they had
established that plainclothes soldiers were in the proximity.

On August 25, another explosion occurred at a junta court in Mayangone Township, also in
Yangon, injuring at least two people. A guerrilla group called Generation Y Guerrilla (GYG)
claimed responsibility for the incident.

Myanmar Now is unable to independently verify details surrounding the incidents.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/beyond-the-headlines-myanmar-military-arrests-
activists-for-8888-commemoration-approves

Five Myanmar resistance fighters killed near village in Sagaing’s Kani Township

A column of around 100 junta forces carried out the killings, which took place on the Monywa-
Kalay highway

Khin Yi Yi Zaw | Published on Aug 29, 2022

The bodies of five men killed by regime forces near the
village of Chaung Ma are cremated on August 27 (Supplied)

Junta forces operating in Sagaing Region’s Kani Township
killed five local defence force members on Friday,
according to the leader of an anti-regime group active in
the area.

The resistance fighters were not engaged in battle at the
time of the incident, which occurred on the Monywa-Kalay highway, the defence force leader
said.

“They were shot dead while they were taking shelter near a betel nut shop, as it was raining
heavily. Their cars were torched as well,” he told Myanmar Now.

Some of the victims, who were all young men in their 20s and 30s, were shot at close range, he
added.

Two of the victims belonged to a group called Yoma Fighter, but the identities of the other
three and their respective organisations were not known at the time of reporting.

Photos of two dead bodies, along with three cars and a motorcycle that were destroyed in the
attack, have circulated widely on social media.

The junta troops responsible for the killings had been stationed in the village of Zee Pin Twin,
where they had reportedly burned down 20 houses during a two-day occupation.
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It was after they left the village on Friday and were passing Chaung Ma, another village less
than 10km to the east, that the regime soldiers killed the resistance fighters, according to local
sources.

Two bodies lie next to a vehicle destroyed by junta
troops near Chaung Ma on August 26 (Supplied)

On Saturday morning, the column of around 100
soldiers was seen heading north from Chaung Ma.
Some sources reported clashes near the village of Min
Ma, about 6km north of Chaung Ma, but this could

not be confirmed.

The incident comes amid an ongoing offensive by junta forces in three townships west of the
Chindwin River in southern Sagaing.

On August 11, the military launched airstrikes against Yin Paung Taing, a large village in
Yinmabin Township, and has since carried out attacks on other villages in the area, including in
Kani and Pale townships.

According to local sources, the fate of around 30 Yin Paung Taing residents who were taken
hostage two weeks ago remains unknown.

Thousands of people living in the area have been displaced by the military’s campaign against
local defence forces active in the area, resistance sources said.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/five-myanmar-resistance-fighters-killed-near-village-
in-sagaings-kani-township

Over 28,000 Homes Torched by Myanmar Junta Forces Since Coup

By THE IRRAWADDY | 29 August 2022

Houses burn in Sezin Village in Hpakant Township,
Kachin State on August 9 after being bombed by
regime jets and torched by junta forces. / CJ

: Myanmar junta forces have burned down 28,434

= i = houses in 645 locations since last year’s coup, with
Sagaing Region suffering the heaviest damage, according to the independent research group
Data For Myanmar.

Military regime troops have committed arson attacks in 11 states and regions, with Sagaing and
Magwe regions and Chin State bearing the brunt of the junta’s campaign against civilians.
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From February 1, 2021 to August 25, 2022, some 20,153 houses in Sagaing Region were torched
by junta forces. Magwe Region saw 5,418 properties burned down, while 1,474 houses in Chin
State were destroyed. Another 1,400-odd homes were torched elsewhere in the country.

Despite the United Nation’s (UN) Special Envoy Noeleen Heyzer calling on coup leader Senior
General Min Aung Hlaing on August 17 to cease air and artillery strikes on civilian targets and
the torching of homes, regime soldiers have conducted arson attacks and airstrikes on more
than 20 villages in Sagaing and Magwe in the last nine days.

Over a dozen civilians have been killed, while an estimated 50,000 people have been forced to
flee their homes, according to local residents and People’s Defense Forces.

Data For Myanmar said that regime forces escalated their arson attacks in Sagaing in April, May
and June of this year, torching over 12,000 houses. 27 out of 34 townships in Sagaing reported
junta arson attacks.

Magwe Region also saw an escalation in regime arson attacks in August losing 1,300 houses,
added Data For Myanmar.

The research group said that it used reports from the media, rights groups and refugee
organizations to calculate the number of homes destroyed. However, the actual number of
houses burned down may be higher than the reported figures, as many regime arson attacks
have yet to be verified.

Junta forces have increased their arson attacks and airstrikes against civilian targets since
September last year, when the civilian National Unity Government declared war against the
regime.

In mid-August, the UN Special Envoy also called on the junta leader to end all forms of violence,
to show full respect for human rights and the rule of law, and to allow full and safe
humanitarian access to those in need.

But the Myanmar military has continued to commit atrocities including burning people alive,
the arbitrary torture and killings of civilians, extrajudicial killings of resistance detainees, using
civilian detainees as human shields, artillery and airstrikes on residential areas, looting and
burning houses and acts of sexual violence.

Some 2,249 people have been killed by the regime up to August 26, while 15,239 people
including elected government leaders have been arrested or detained, said the Assistance
Association for Political Prisoners, a group that monitors arrests and deaths by junta forces.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/over-28000-homes-torched-by-myanmar-junta-
forces-since-coup.html
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More than 6,600 battles broke out in Myanmar since last year’s coup, report says

Kayin state has seen the most conflict, according to ISP-Myanmar.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.08.29

'@ Sagaing region’s PDF Battalion 3. PDF Battalion 3

More than 6,600 armed clashes have broken out across
Myanmar since the military seized power in the Feb. 1,
2021, coup, an independent think tank reported Monday.

Kayin (Karen) state saw the highest number of clashes,
with 3,993 recorded in the past 19 months, 3,734 of them
in Hpapun township alone, according to the Institute for
Strategy and Policy-Myanmar (ISP-Myanmar).

Sagaing region, which has become a key hub of the conflict between the Myanmar military
and pro-democracy resistance forces, saw 641 clashes. Fighting also broke out in central
Myanmar’s Magway region and border areas with different ethnic groups, such as Kachin,
Kayah and Chin states.

Kayin state is no stranger to conflict. Ethnic armed groups like the forces of the Karen
National Union have been fighting for more autonomy against central rule for more than
seven decades. But violence has intensified since the coup, as the KNU has provided
sanctuary to opponents of the junta and has joined forces with anti-junta People's Defense
Force militia.

Less predictable was the upsurge in violence in the previously peaceful Sagaing region in
northwestern Myanmar, where more than 20,000 homes have been reported burned down
in a scorched earth campaign by junta forces. The U.N. says 470,000 people have been
displaced.

Junta forces have also come under widespread attack. Junta leader Senior Gen. Min Aung
Hlaing said last week there had been more than 4,000 "violent incidents" in Sagaing.

ISP-Myanmar senior research officer Kyaw Htet Aung told RFA that fighting had erupted in
most of Sagaing’s townships.

“In some townships fighting broke once or twice,” he said. “There are 37 townships in
Sagaing region and 34 townships have seen fighting. The only townships with no battles are
Nanyun, Lay Shi and Lahe townships, which are very remote. Many local People’s Defense
Forces (PDFs) have been established in Sagaing region. Therefore, the fighting has become
widespread. There are more battles because there is more resistance.”

Page 11 of 53


https://www.ispmyanmar.com/

RFA’s calls to State Administration Council spokesman Maj. Gen. Zaw Min Tun went
unanswered on Monday.

Nya Gyi, the battalion commander of PDF Battalion 2 in Sagaing’s Pale township, told RFA
that resistance is rising because most people supported the previous National League for
Democracy (NLD) government.

“Sagaing Region is a strategic place. It is a place with both plains and mountains,” he said.

“The NLD won control of most of the 37 townships in Sagaing region. People don’t like the
military dictatorship. Sagaing has a lot of farmers who are an oppressed class and they do
not accept the state of things. They have learned that armed revolution must be achieved
along with political knowledge. Therefore, a lot of people have got involved in the
revolution.”

Military analysts told RFA in the past Sagaing was previously peaceful, so it only had one
army battalion and one division based at the regional military headquarters. They said this is
why the military junta cannot control the region.

At the same time, observers and regional PDFs said the military is making use of its land,
naval and air forces to crack down on its opponents in Sagaing.

This story has been updated to clarify data and add background

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/more-than-6600-battles-08292022074135.html

RCSS Chairman arrives in NPT for second-round Peace Talk
PUBLISHED 29 AUGUST 2022

) NAYPYITAW------ A peace delegation led by Chairman of
el Restoration Council of Shan State (RCSS) General Yawd
Serk arrived in Nay Pyi Taw from Tachilek of Shan State
yesterday at the invitation of Chairman of State
Administration Council (SAC) Prime Minister Senior
General Min Aung Hlaing to the ethnic armed
organizations to peace talks, according to the
Information Team of SAC.

The delegation was welcomed by members of the National Solidarity and Peace-making
Negotiation Committee and ethnic nationals from the Department of Culture, holding Myanmar
miniature flags and placards bearing, “Perpetual Peace is the real aspiration of the people”,
“Achieving peace is the true desire of all citizens”, “Let’s hold talks for peace in the Union”,
“Only the ethnic nationalities are in unity, stability, peace and tranquility will be achieved”.
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The RCSS delegation led by Chairman General Yawd Serk also held talks with Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing on May 20 and then with the SAC’s peace negotiation team led by Lieutenant
General Yar Pyae on May 21 and 22. Then, agreements were signed following the three days of
discussions.

During the discussion, strengthening of multiparty democratic system, building the Union based
on democracy and federalism and further striving for ensuring peace and development of the
Union were agreed. Moreover, the peace delegation is allowed to openly discuss its political
anticipations and future talks in the second time talk and the ethnic armed organizations which
don’t join the peace talks yet are also invited to the talks without advance restrictions in any
situations.

When the RCSS delegation arrived at the No.2 Myanmar-Thai Friendship Bridge in Tachileik of
eastern Shan State, they were welcomed by officials from Tachileik Station, departmental
personnel, those from political parties and local people who supported stability, peace and
development of the nation holding placards bearing, “Support peace talks”, “Perpetual peace is
the real aspiration of the people” and “Support the State dministration Council’s peace talks”
from the union highway of Tachileik to the airport road.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/rcss-chairman-arrives-in-npt-for-second-round-peace-talk

Villagers flee as fighting between Myanmar army, AA intensifies in Rakhine and Chin states

Several civilians have been killed or injured in the latest clashes between the two sides,
according to locals

Nan Oo Nway | Published on Aug 28, 2022

Thousands of locals have been displaced in northern Rakhine and southern Chin states over the
past week amid intensifying clashes between Myanmar’s military and the Arakan Army (AA).

The latest escalation of hostilities began on August 20, when the two sides started fighting near
the villages of Ah Baung Thar, Hna Ma Dar, Tha Htay Kone, and Kant Lay, all located west of the
Kaladan River in southern Chin State’s Paletwa Township.

Last Monday, on the third day of fighting, an artillery shell fired by the Myanmar army exploded
in Ah Baung Thar, injuring three local men, according to a woman who lives in the village.

“The shell exploded near their house while they were cooking. They haven’t been able to go to
a hospital, so they are being treated with whatever medicine is available to them here,” said
the woman.

“They clashed very close to our village on Sunday and Monday, and many shells exploded near
people’s houses,” she added.
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On Wednesday, another resident of Ah Baung Thar was killed by a landmine, she said. The
victim was identified as Nan Lao San, the 46-year-old wife of the village’s primary school
headmaster.

The incident occurred while Nan Lao San was looking for her husband, who had gone out three
days earlier to collect bamboo shoots but had not returned, the woman told Myanmar Now.

It was unclear which of the two armed groups planted the mine near the village.

The entire village of more than 120 households has since fled to to the town of Paletwa, which
is less than 6km away. Most are now sheltering with relatives or in local churches, said the
woman, who was among the displaced villagers.

According to another Ah Baung Thar resident, the two sides were still fighting at the time of
reporting. AA soldiers now occupy the deserted village, while junta troops are stationed in
nearby hills, he said.

“The hills are visible from the village. They’re just about a 10-minute walk away,” the villager
said.

According to other local sources, about 1,000 residents of other villages in the area have also
fled their homes, but are unable to reach Paletwa due to the fighting.

Those who do make it to the town have reportedly been turned away from five camps set up to
receive displaced civilians, under orders from the junta’s township authorities.

“The camp administrators say they can’t accept them because the fighting is not happening
within their villages,” said one Paletwa resident who spoke to Myanmar Now.

Residents of the town say that they can still hear the sound of shelling and military aircraft
coming from the combat zone.

“The military is using both fighter jets and helicopters, but we can only hear them from here.
We can also hear shelling on a daily basis,” said one Paletwa local.

Fighting near Paletwa began in late May, after which the military imposed a 6pm-6am curfew
on the town. Residents said they believed the latest clashes were part of an AA offensive to
take control of the area.

Meanwhile, fighting has also been reported in parts of northern Rakhine State, near Myanmar’s
border with Bangladesh.

On Friday afternoon, the AA attacked a strategic hill base in Hka Maung Seik, a village in
northern Maungdaw Township, according to locals sources.

The AA reportedly engaged in an hour-long clash with around 50 junta troops and members of
a Border Guard Force (BGF) stationed at the base, said a local man who had fled the fighting.
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“The sound of the shelling was very close to our village, which is near the military camp. There’s
nobody left in the village now. Everyone has fled,” said the man.

According to a resident of Min Kha Maung, a village located about a kilometre from Hka Maung
Seik, a column of around 50 regime soldiers arrived there on Friday evening and left at around
9pm after questioning the village administrator and taking 12 residents hostage.

Myanmar Now was unable to independently verify this claim.

Until last month, there were around 100 junta troops and BGF members stationed at the hill
base in Hka Maung Seik, which is located about 35km north of the town of Maungdaw.
However, about half have since been redeployed to another strategic base that came under
attack by the AA on July 18.

That base, located near the village of Kyein Chaung, played a key role in fighting between the
Myanmar army and the AA prior to an informal ceasefire that began in late 2020.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/villagers-flee-as-fighting-between-myanmar-army-
aa-intensifies-in-rakhine-and-chin-states

Three Rakhine Civilians Killed as Myanmar Military Shells Villages in Clash With AA
By THE IRRAWADDY | 29 August 2022

Three civilians were killed and several others were injured by junta artillery strikes during a
clash between the Myanmar military regime and the Arakan Army (AA) in Rakhine State’s
Mrauk-U Township on Sunday.

The shelling occurred after AA fighters ambushed junta troops in Lekka Village as the soldiers
were marching along the Yangon-Sittwe road from Kyauktaw to Mrauk-U, according to local
residents.

“The fighting took place near the Lekka Creek Bridge. Military battalions from Mrauk-U town
fired artillery shells [targeting] the site of the fighting as well as other places,” a Lekka resident
told The Irrawaddy.

Some of the artillery shells struck Kin Seik Village in the east of Mrauk-U, killing two villagers at
the scene and wounding several others. The injured were rushed to Mrauk-U Hospital, where
one later died.

On Saturday, the AA attacked a hilltop outpost of the regime in Khamaung Seik Village in
northern Maungdaw, prompting the regime to call in fighter jets to conduct bombing raids.
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The Rakhine ethnic armed group recently seized five junta outposts in Chin State’s Paletwa,
which neighbors Rakhine State, including one near Abaung Thar Village, where the two sides
have clashed frequently since May.

A source from Paletwa said: “[The AA] has been seizing outposts along the Kaladan River and
other strategic outposts. Junta soldiers can’t leave their outposts, and food supplies have to be
airlifted to them.”

SN

This junta outpost in Than Htaung oversees the Lemyo
River. / CJ

Junta troops and police secretly vacated a police station
in Thang Htaung Village near the border of Paletwa and
Mrauk-U on Aug. 25, according to a Than Htaung
villager.

“We only recently found out that both the police and soldiers have left the police station. The
police station was deserted,” he said.

There were over 100 junta soldiers and 10 policemen at the police station. Villagers are not
clear if they decided to flee or were ordered to secretly withdraw by their superiors.

On May 15, the AA attacked a junta helicopter airlifting food supplies to junta soldiers in Than
Htaung, resulting in an exchange of fire.

The junta outpost in Than Htaung oversees the Lemyo River, a crucial transportation route that
links Mrauk-U and Minbya in Rakhine with Chin State.

This junta outpost in Than Htaung oversees the Lemyo
R P8 - River. / CJ

Military tensions have been running high in Rakhine
State in western Myanmar since around April, when the
Myanmar military, deciding that the Rakhine ethnic

4 } group posed a growing threat, acted to discourage it
from further consolidating its control of the region.

Since an informal ceasefire between the two sides in 2020, the United League of Arakan, the
political wing of the AA, has expanded its parallel administration in the state, including a
judiciary, revenue department and public security offices.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/three-rakhine-civilians-killed-as-myanmar-military-
shells-villages-in-clash-with-aa.html
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At least one civilian killed as clashes in northern Rakhine continue

Heavy artillery fire and airstrikes were reported in northern Maungdaw Township following an
attack on a junta base last Friday

Nan Oo Nway | Published on Aug 29, 2022

A junta helicopter in Rakhine State’s capital Sittwe in
August 2017 (EPA)

A woman was killed on Saturday as fighting between
Myanmar’s military and the Arakan Army (AA)
continued through the weekend in northern Rakhine
State’s Maungdaw Township.

May Thar Sein, 60, died after an artillery shell fired by
regime forces landed in the village of Min Gyi early Saturday morning, local sources reported.

The shell, which was reportedly fired by junta forces stationed in the nearby village of Kyein
Chaung, killed May Thar Sein instantly, according to a man who lives in the area.

“She was getting some firewood from a pile near her house when the shell fell near her. She
was killed on the spot,” said the man, who spoke on condition of anonymity.

A junta soldier in Maungdaw in 2018 (EPA)

Later the same day, there were also reports that the
military had carried out an airstrike near the village of
Hka Maung Seik, more than 30km to the north.

According to a resident of the village, two helicopters
were used to carry out attacks in the area, where AA
forces had mounted an assault on a tactical base the day

before.

“The airstrike was between Nang Yar Kaing and Lay Myo Kayti, but closer to Kayti. We don’t
know if anyone was killed or injured,” said the local, referring to two nearby villages.

Myanmar Now has been unable to find out more information about the aerial assault, which
reportedly lasted about 30 minutes.

According to teachers at a school in Hka Maung Seik, the two sides clashed for about an hour
from around 3pm on Friday, and again from around 2am to 7am on Saturday.

After a shell landed on the school’s staff residence, those staying there decided to flee, said a
teacher who did not want to be identified.
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“We left the school on our on motorcycles at around 6am, and it was around 9am when we
arrived at the Kyein Chaung security checkpoint, where they would not let us pass,” said the
teacher.

“We tried to tell them that we were teachers from Hka Maung Seik, but not only would they
not let us pass, but they also threatened to shoot us,” he added.

[\/ The entrance to Min Gyi, where a woman was killed
/‘ by a Myanmar army shell on August 27 (Myanmar
Now)

However, soon after they started heading back
towards Hka Maung Seik, the group of around 10
teachers heard the sound of heavy artillery as they
approached the village of Yan Aung Pyin, which is
located about 1km from Min Gyi.

“We decided to go into Yan Aung Pyin to avoid the
shelling,” said the teacher, adding that he had also heard reports of casualties in Min Gyi.

The Min Gyi resident who spoke to Myanmar Now about May Thar Sein’s death said that a
social welfare group that had come to collect her body was also turned away at the Kyein
Chaung checkpoint.

“The township administrator said he’d send a car to retrieve the body, but it never arrived
because it couldn’t get past the Kyein Chaung checkpoint,” he said.

The fighting that followed the attack on the Hka Maung Seik base reportedly began after junta
reinforcements arrived in the nearby village of Min Kha Maung on Friday evening.

Before leaving later the same night, the column of around 50 soldiers took around a dozen
villagers, including a former village administrator, hostage, according to a resident.

“They were taken to be used as human shields, but three of them managed to escape,” said the
local, adding that the whereabouts of the remaining hostages was not known.

Neither the Myanmar military nor the AA have released a statement about the latest hostilities
between the two sides, which have also affected parts of southern Chin State.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/at-least-one-civilian-killed-as-clashes-in-northern-
rakhine-continue
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Aung San Suu Kyi refused Myanmar military order to gag NLD: Source

A series of criminal charges followed the State Counsellor’s rejection of a junta demand that
she ask her party to cease opposition to the coup

Nyan Hlaing Lin / Aung Zay | Published on Aug 29, 2022

Aung San Suu Kyi is seen with Min Aung Hlaing at the
Naypyitaw airport in 2016 (EPA)

In the days that followed last year’s coup, State
Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi reportedly rejected
military efforts to strongarm her into capitulating to the
attempted seizure of power, Myanmar Now has
learned.

According to a source close to the Naypyitaw closed court where her legal proceedings are
ongoing, the detained leader of the elected National League for Democracy (NLD) government
was asked to tell her party to back down from their criticism of the junta.

The individual revealed that on February 9, 2021, Suu Kyi was visited by two generals at her
Zabuthiri Township residence, where she had been placed under house arrest in the early
morning hours preceding the February 1 coup.

The officers reportedly requested that the 77-year-old make a public statement calling on
striking civil servants to return to work, and the public to halt protests against the military.

When she refused, the source said, the junta representatives asked Suu Kyi to read out a one-
page declaration that they had prepared. Through the document, she would declare that she
was safe and in good health and would ask the NLD to stop issuing anti-coup statements.

Suu Kyi allegedly described herself as a government official and told the generals that she had
not been involved in the party affairs of the NLD since November 6, 2020, three days before the
country’s general elections.

The source revealed further information taken from several of Suu Kyi’s court statements
delivered in response to the charges laid out against her over the past year-and-a-half.

Her hearings are held within the Naypyitaw prison compound where she is also incarcerated.

Several people, including another member of the ousted NLD government, have been filmed
reading out statements—presumably prepared by the military—in footage which has then been
broadcast on junta propaganda channels.

Such testimony was delivered by NLD-appointed Yangon Region chief minister Phyo Min Thein
both on video and in court on October 1, 2021, when he was called as a witness in Suu Kyi’s first
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junta hearing on four corruption charges. He claimed that he had bribed the State Counsellor
with USS600,000 and 11.4kg of gold in exchange for protection and business support.

Protesters demand the release of State Counsellor
Aung San Suu Kyi and President Win Myint in front of
the Central Bank in Yangon in February 2021 (EPA)

She was subsequently handed a five-year prison
sentence. At the time of reporting, Suu Kyi had
been convicted of 10 charges totalling 17 years in
prison, with nine more pending.

On March 1, three weeks after she refused to comply with the junta’s requests, the military
began filing lawsuits against Suu Kyi related to the demands.

Citing the release of anti-coup statements posted on the Facebook pages of the NLD and its
party chair, the junta charged her with incitement. She was later convicted, despite already
being under house arrest at the time the sentiments were published, her electronic
communication devices confiscated.

It was not until May that she was first allowed a private meeting with her legal team, a session
which lasted 30 minutes.

Later that month, she was transferred from her home to an undisclosed location, and finally,
into a 13-by-14-foot building within the Naypyitaw Prison compound on July 23 of this year.
There, the court source said she had been struggling with exposure to rain, heat and insect
bites.

Treatment of President Win Myint

While Suu Kyi was arrested by the military at 4am on February 1 last year, the President of her
administration, Win Myint, was targeted one hour later, the same court source said.

Armed soldiers reportedly surrounded his home, woke him, and forced him to meet them in his
office, located adjacent to the residence. There, two generals are said to have called for him to
tender his resignation, citing poor health.

Win Myint, 71, allegedly responded that he “would rather die than resign,” prompting the
officers to threaten him with “personal harm.”

Like Suu Kyi, his communication devices were confiscated. He was notified that he would need
to exit his home within three days.

The President and his family moved into another government residence on the evening of
February 4, where they remained under house arrest. He was sent to another site on May 23,
where he reportedly remains.
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Aung San Suu Kyi and Win Myint seen at the inauguration
ceremony on March 30, 2018 (Thet Aung / AFP via Getty
Images)

The source said that the military has concealed Win
Myint’s current location even from the President himself
by covering all windows on the premises.

He has already been convicted of two of eight criminal
charges levied against him, and faces four years in prison.

‘Eliminating’ the NLD

A handwritten order to the NLD by military-commander-in-chief Min Aung Hlaing on January
28, 2021, proved later to be a warning of the impending coup. The directive, which later went
viral on social media, forbade the Parliament from convening on February 1, the day he later
attempted the power grab.

Nearly a year later, in December, the junta chief said ambiguously that Suu Kyi, in military

’ “

detention, should make a public statement on Myanmar’s “current political situation” —she did
not.

The move was seen as another attempt to get the State Counsellor to call off the anti-coup
resistance.

Min Aung Hlaing attends a security affairs conference in Russia
in June 2021 (Scfa Karacan / Anadolu Agency via Getty Images)

During an August 17 meeting in Naypyitaw with UN Special
Envoy on Myanmar Noeleen Heyzer, Min Aung Hlaing only
committed to “considering” a request by the diplomat to meet
i with Suu Kyi and to transfer the State Counsellor from prison
back into her home. First, he said, her court hearings would need to be concluded.

In 2019, while Suu Kyi served as the de-facto head of the elected NLD administration, she
defended the military at the International Court of Justice after charges were brought against
Myanmar for the genocide of the Rohingya minority in 2016 and 2017.

A former officer in Myanmar’s previous military administration told Myanmar Now that the
leadership of the armed forces had simply been “using” Suu Kyi to maintain their own hold on
power.

Min Aung Hlaing, he alleged, “does not see her as his way out” of politics.
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Suu Kyi had previously been placed under house arrest for a total of 15 years under the junta
headed by Than Shwe, between the years of 1989 and 2010. She was also targeted in a military
assassination attempt in Sagaing Region’s Depayin Township in 2003.

“Than Shwe only detained her, but the current junta chief appears to be trying to eliminate the
NLD,” the officer said.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/aung-san-suu-kyi-refused-myanmar-military-order-
to-gag-nld-source

Myanmar Military Invited to Weapons Expo in Bangkok
By THE IRRAWADDY | 29 August 2022

The Myanmar military has been invited to an arms fair, defense and security related seminars
and technical presentations officially supported by neighboring Thailand’s Ministry of Defense.

Since last year’s coup, the military has been internationally denounced and its leadership
sanctioned for their atrocities against Myanmar civilians, who have overwhelmingly rejected
military rule in the country. So far it has killed more than 2,000 people. The junta has ignored
the UN’s recent plea not to launch airstrikes and raids in civilian areas.

Touted as a “one-stop platform for Asian defense procurement”, the four-day Tri-Service Asian
Defense & Security Exhibition, Conference and Networking Event (Defense & Security 2022) in
Bangkok will be joined by “high-ranking officials from defense ministries and departments, the
Army, the Navy and the Air Force,” including from Myanmar, according to the event’s website.

The event, an international military and civil indoor/outdoor exhibition covering land, air and
sea military equipment, defense technology and internal security, started Monday.

The conference website lists among the participants the ASEAN Defense Industry Collaboration,
an ASEAN program that includes the Myanmar military.

Other invitees include Australia, Canada, Czech Republic, France, Germany, Japan, Poland,
South Korea and Spain, all of which have placed arms embargoes on Myanmar. The US has
a “partnership pavilion” at the event.

On Monday, Justice for Myanmar (JFM), a group of covert activists campaigning for justice and
accountability for the people of Myanmar, said the event is organized by a joint venture of the
London Stock Exchange-listed company Informa Plc.

JFM demanded Informa ban the Myanmar junta from all of its events, saying, “We condemn
Informa’s involvement in arms fairs that support the Myanmar military’s procurement of arms
and equipment for use against the people.”
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Informa is the parent company of academic publishing giant Taylor & Francis Group and its
subsidiary, Routledge.

Min Aung Hlaing at the Myanmar military booth at the
Defense & Security 2019 expo in November 2019 /
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing website

Myanmar regime leader Min Aung Hlaing personally
attended the event in 2019, when the Myanmar
military had a booth at the exhibition. During the visit,
he met with a delegation led by Russian Deputy
Minister of Defense Colonel General Alexander Fomin.

At the 2019 event, Min Aung Haling also met Chief of Defense Forces of the Royal Thai Armed
Forces General Ponpipaat Benyasri, together with the military chiefs of Cambodia, Malaysia and
Brunei.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-military-invited-to-weapons-expo-in-
bangkok.html

Post-coup instability drives inflation to record levels in Myanmar
Merchants and consumers are pinched as prices for commodities continue to rise.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.08.29

“ A money changer exchanges Burmese kyats
~—

for US dollars in Myanmar, Dec. 16, 2016. AFP

Inflation in Myanmar hit its highest level in a
decade, making life more difficult for citizens
struggling to make ends meet amid the
political and economic chaos that has
enveloped the country in the 19 months
under military junta rule.

Inflation hit 14.1% in April, up from 3.6% before the Feb. 1, 2021, coup that deposed the
democratically elected government, according to the latest report issued by the
International Monetary Fund.

Data from the Central Bureau of Statistics of the junta’s Ministry of Planning and Finance put
inflation higher at 17.78% as of April 2022, up from 4.01% in April 2021.

In a July speech marking the 18-month anniversary of the coup, junta leader Snr. Gen. Min
Aung Hlaing pledged to implement policies to strengthen the economy over the next six
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months, though businesspeople and economic analysts were skeptical that the government
would be able to contain rising prices, given the political turmoil.

A drug store owner in Magway said that the price of medicine and goods sold in his shop has
gone up to three or four times since the military coup.

“Employees and workers are all affected by high prices,” said the businessman in Yangon,
who declined to be named so he could speak freely.

“Owners of factories and companies are also finding it difficult to survive at the moment,” he
said. “Workers and company staff cannot have any pay raises, and it’s hard for them to live
with the effects of inflation.”

U.S. dollars are used in Myanmar to import goods and purchase fuel and commodities, but
the exchange rate is now 3,100 to the dollar on the foreign currency market, up from 1,330
kyats on the day of the coup.

The prices of staple food items such as rice have gradually increased after the military
takeover, with the price of a 24-pyi (108-pound) bag of high-quality Shwebo Pawsun rice
hitting 62,000 (U.S. $4) kyats on Monday compared to 34,000 kyats (U.S. $2.20) at the time
of the coup, rice traders said.

The price of palm oil, a main cooking ingredient, imported from abroad hit 9,000 kyats (U.S.
$0.60) a viss — a Burmese unit of measurement equal to 3.6 pounds — in August, up from
around 2,500 kyats (U.S. $ 0.16) a viss at the beginning of the year.

“When we go shopping in our area, we need to spend every cent in our purses,” said a
housewife from Yangon who requested anonymity. She said she is having difficulty buying
necessities for her household, given the price increases.

Rice that used to cost 3,000 kyats (U.S. S 0.19) a sack is now 3,900 kyats (U.S. $ 0.25) a sack,
while the price of cooking oil has gone up from 11,000 kyats (U.S. $ 0.71) to 16,000 kyats
(U.S. $1.04), the woman told RFA.

“Rice, oil, onion, garlic, you name it. As the prices of everything are going up, it’s a big
headache for housewives to do shopping,” she said.

Merchants and shoppers in other areas of Myanmar are feeling the squeeze as well.

A store owner in Magway in the central part of the country told RFA that the prices of some
medicines and other products she sells in her shop are three to four times what they were
prior to the coup.

A bottle of the milk-flavoring mix Ovaltine and a container of Dumex milk powder each cost
more than 10,000 kyats (U.S. $65), she said.
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“When prices go up like that, many buyers who want to buy three bottles can only buy one,
and some people buy medicines only when they have to,” she said.

An increase in transportation costs to deliver products has contributed to pushing up prices,
the store owner said.

Min Aung Hlaing, the junta chief, told regime officials from all over the country who
attended a meeting in the capital Naypyidaw on Aug. 22 of the need to reduce commodity
prices and increase the value of the kyat.

An economist in Yangon, who did not want to be named for safety reasons, said that solving
inflation and the depreciation of the kyat depends on resolving Myanmar’s political
problems.

“As long as the country is unstable, we cannot do anything,” he said. “This should be
considered the second step. The economic problem will not be easy to tackle unless we can
solve the political problem.”

Translated by Khin Maung Nyane for RFA Burmese. Written in English by Roseanne Gerin.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/record-inflation-08292022180455.html|

‘Min Aung Hlaing has taken advantage of the system’: Charles Santiago
AUGUST 29, 2022 | By FRONTIER

Charles Santiago, Malaysian MP and chairman of the ASEAN
Parliamentarians for Human Rights, spoke to Frontier last
month in Kuala Lumpur. He called for ASEAN to rethink its
approach to the crisis in Myanmar, including by making
changes to the special envoy position and openly engaging
with the National Unity Government.

What concrete moves should ASEAN make?

After the executions, it’s time to re-look at the five-point

consensus. One, to re-identify the role of the special envoy, so
that it doesn’t follow the ASEAN chair — so that he or she is appointed by the ASEAN
Secretariat. There should be a humanitarian corridor on the border manned independently by a
variety of groups; it could be a government, could be the UNHCR, those kinds of players. That’s
number two. And then, open communication with the NUG.

The Special Envoy should meet the NUG in any capital of ASEAN outside of Myanmar.
Obviously, they can’t meet in Myanmar. So why don’t they invite them to Cambodia or Kuala
Lumpur?
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Min Aung Hlaing has taken advantage of the system for 17 months.
Has there been any talk of suspending Myanmar from ASEAN?

They [ASEAN] should consider an embargo on Myanmar or consider cutting them out of ASEAN.
It’s not yet on the table, but we're trying to get it there. I'm going to talk to Malaysia, Singapore
and the Philippines [and request them] to cut Myanmar out.

What would be ASEAN’s reaction to a junta-run election?

If elections were held two years ago by the military, some countries would have endorsed it.
Now even in Cambodia, they’re like ‘what are you doing? We're trying to support you, but you
are shooting yourself in the foot.” That’s the thinking. But the boss [Hun Sen] is the one who
calls the shots, and you can never predict what he will say.

What do you think of the international response?

Russia has come out openly in support of the military. Whereas China is doing tai-chi: ‘I’'m on
your side today, tomorrow maybe not.” India is also playing tai-chi, especially in the border
states.

The countries supporting the military are big countries — Russia, India, China. You do not find
the US and Europe or parts of ASEAN coming out gung-ho to help the democracy group or the
NUG. It’s all hide-and-seek. The US is only responding to China’s role in the region; America has
kind of lost touch with Southeast Asia.

Is the military considering any substantial concessions?

I’'ve spoken to people very familiar with the military’s thinking. They [the military] think this is
their country and they run the show. They derive enormous political strength and enormous
wealth from military rule and they’re not willing to give up anything.

What more can NUG do?

NUG’s presence outside the country needs to be heightened. They appointed an ASEAN
representative, but he’s in Washington — he should be here. He should come to Malaysia or
the Philippines or Indonesia. Travel around Southeast Asia, raise concerns and issues, speak to
NGOs.

[This representative has since resigned, but the NUG has not yet appointed a new one]
Do you think the NUG’s commitment to Rohingya reform is genuine?

The inclusion of Rohingya in both the [proposed NUG] constitution and the fabric of a future
Myanmar is welcome. But it may be a marriage of convenience; when push comes to shove,
sometimes you get that impression that old habits die hard. There’s some combination of both
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[genuine reform and appeasing the international community]. | think we are very far away from
a conclusion to this crisis.

https://www.frontiermyanmar.net/en/min-aung-hlaing-has-taken-advantage-of-the-system-
charles-santiago/
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