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Over 80 Myanmar Junta Troops Reportedly Killed in Karen State Clash
By NORA AUNG | 1 August 2022

More than 80 Myanmar regime soldiers were reportedly killed on Saturday in Karen State
during clashes with Venom Commando, a local resistance group, as junta forces attempted a
clearance operation in Shwe Aye Myaing Village near the strategic Ukayit Hta military
outpost in Myawaddy Township.

Hundreds of Myanmar military troops from 44 Light Infantry Division (LID) clashed with
Venom Commando fighters at 11am on Saturday morning, according to a Venom
Commando press release.

One Venom Commando fighter said the village was like a “killing field”, with between 80
and 90 regime troops killed in the battle.

“So many were killed that | couldn’t count their bodies. They [regime forces] thought we
had run out of ammunition, so they marched towards us and we just opened fire and killed
them. It was like a killing field. There were between 80 and 90 bodies,” said the Venom
Commando fighter. The Irrawaddy was unable to confirm the casualties independently.

Junta forces responded with heavy artillery strikes.

On Sunday morning, there was also intense fighting between 44 LID and Cobra Column, a
local People’s Defense Force, and the Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA) at Thone Htat
Kwe on the Myawaddy-Waw Lay road. The Myawaddy-Waw Lay road is vital for reinforcing
and resupplying military outposts including Ukayit Hta.

Many junta troops were killed and wounded, according to Cobra Column, which said it
suffered no casualties. The Irrawaddy was unable to verify casualties from both sides.

Venom Commando also attacked junta forces in the area with mines on July 27, claiming
that a regime company commander and soldier were killed and many others injured.

Since June 26 Venom Commando, along with Cobra Column, the KNLA and fighters from the
Karen National Defense Organization, has been attempting to capture the Ukayit Hta
outpost near the border with Thailand.

But with the military regime having already lost outposts at Maw Khee and Thay Baw Boe in
Karen State in May, junta forces have been defending Ukayit Hta with massive air and
artillery strikes. The Myanmar military reportedly carried out 125 airstrikes from June 27 to
July 1 as it defended the outpost, with some jets entering Thai air space, forcing the junta to
apologise to the Thai government.

Small-scale clashes between regime forces and the resistance groups continued throughout
July.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/over-80-myanmar-junta-troops-reportedly-
killed-in-karen-state-clash.html
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KIA and Resistance Allies Kill At Least Five Myanmar Junta Troops
By THE IRRAWADDY | 1 August 2022

At least five Myanmar junta soldiers were killed by the Kachin Independence Army (KIA) and
its resistance allies in clashes and ambushes in Indaw Township, Sagaing Region, over the
weekend.

On Sunday, at least three shootouts broke out in the north of the township when troops
were attacked, according to Indaw Revolution (IR), the media wing of the Indaw People’s
Defense Force (PDF).

“Regime forces fled into villages when attacked,” an IR member told The Irrawaddy on
Monday.

He added that a resistance fighter suffered serious injuries and junta casualties are
unknown.

On Saturday, the resistance forces used five landmines to attack the same group of troops
on the Indaw-Banmauk highway.

In the ambush, five regime soldiers were confirmed killed and at least 10 others injured. The
injured soldiers were transported to Indaw town in two ambulances, said IR.

Following the ambush, regime forces randomly attacked a village and reportedly arrested
two civilians, IR said.

Indaw PDF urged people to avoid the highway due to ongoing clashes.

On Thursday afternoon, the KIA and Indaw PDF raided regime forces having a party at a
karaoke bar in the township. A regime soldier was killed and another captured alive, said IR.

On Thursday the resistance ambushed two vehicles transporting regime troops from Mawlu
police station to Indaw. A vehicle was damaged but the junta casualties are unknown.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/kia-and-resistance-allies-kill-at-least-five-
myanmar-junta-troops.html

Armed Groups Abduct Villagers In Northern Shan State
By SHAN - July 31, 2022

Ethnic armed organisations have detained civilians accused of dealing in illegal drugs, with
one of the incidents escalating into a shootout in Mongmit Township, northern Shan State.

According to a man from the township who spoke to SHAN on condition of anonymity, a
man accused of being a drug dealer in Wan Fai was shot dead after he opened fire on Shan
State Progress Party (SSPP) soldiers after they abducted four people and tried to seize him
on the afternoon of 27 July.
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In the morning, Ta’ang National Liberation Army (TNLA) soldiers had detained four people
from Wan Bon Kan on suspicion of dealing drugs. The next day, the Ta’ang group grabbed
six people from Wan Bon Kan and Wan Ohn.

TNLA and SSPP

”After the TNLA left, several SSPP soldiers
came to the village,” the source said.

Locals fear that the armed groups will
accuse more villagers of drug trafficking
4 BN : and that there will be clashes between
the different groups, some of which have been fighting since the beginning of the month,
forcing people in the township to flee their homes.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/25237

The Myanmar People's Desire: Min Aung Hlaing Must Hang
By THE IRRAWADDY | 1 August 2022

Coup maker Min Aung Hlaing has perpetrated more harm against Myanmar and its
people than anyone in the country’s history.

He is guilty of crimes against humanity for the relentless extrajudicial killings, arbitrary
arrests, torching of civilian properties and many other atrocities he has ordered since the
coup last year, including the recent executions of four democracy activists.

For Myanmar’s people, who have been languishing for more than one year now in the
social, political and economic catastrophes caused by Min Aung Hlaing, justice will not
prevail until he is hanged.

If a referendum was taken to gauge public opinion on the issue, executing the murderer-in
chief would undoubtedly earn a landslide YES vote from 99 percent of the country’s more
than 54 million people. We don’t think the number of people in the pro-regime camp would
be more than 2 percent.

For his crimes against the Myanmar people, every citizen deserves the right to seek justice
against Min Aung Hlaing and he would be sentenced to hang millions of times.

No one observing from outside should feel uneasy about the people’s determination. Please
imagine yourself in Myanmar people’s shoes a while to make sense of the suffering they
endure every day under the regime.

Myanmar’s wickedest man must be tried and hanged for the lives he has brutally taken, the
families he has shattered and the country he has utterly devastated over the past 17
months.
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Only when he has been executed will freedom, equality and justice flourish again in
Myanmar.

In their ongoing “righteous war” against the country’s military regime, Myanmar people
want only this: the judicial hanging of the junta chief Min Aung Hlaing.

That’s the people’s desire, and only the righteous will win.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/editorial/the-myanmar-peoples-desire-min-aung-
hlaing-must-hang.html

Myanmar Regime Soldiers Kill Teenager and Elderly Women in Sagaing
By THE IRRAWADDY | 1 August 2022

Myanmar junta troops have killed four civilians in Sagaing Region since July 17, including a
teenage boy and two women in their late 80s, as well as seven resistance fighters during
their raids on villages in Khin-U Township, while forcing over 10,000 locals to flee their
homes.

Four columns of junta soldiers, including over 100 from Ye-U Township and 60 who were
airlifted into Khin-U, have been raiding villages in the township since July 17.

Four locals, including a 13-year-old boy and two old women, and seven resistance fighters
were killed in the raids, according to local People’s Defense Forces (PDF). The PDF fighters
were not killed in battle, but were murdered in cold blood after being captured by military
regime troops.

“Some victims were shot dead. Some victims wounded by gunshots were cut with a knife
before being shot dead. Some were shot and put in the fire,” said a local resident.

Two resistance fighters were killed by junta troops when they went to Thawuthti Village to
rescue villagers, believing that regime forces had already left the village.

A 13-year-old boy from Magyi Oak Village was wounded by regime gunfire. A local PDF
leader drove him to a hospital but their vehicle encountered junta troops. The PDF leader
was shot dead, while the boy was dragged from the vehicle and left in a ditch to die.

Junta troops fired mortars at fleeing villagers during their raid on Magyi Oak Village on July
26 knowing that they were civilians, said residents.

A villager said: “The first group [of junta soldiers] came in secretly. After they had
surrounded the village, the second group opened fire. So the villagers who were fleeing
were trapped. Then they fired mortar shells at us, even though they knew we were just
villagers fleeing, before opening fire on us.”

The National League for Democracy’s Khin-U Township organizer Ko Aung Naing Win, 35,
was burned alive in a silo in Shin Min Dwe Village, while an 89-year-old woman who was too
old to flee was burned alive in her house in Letpan Hla Village.
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On Saturday, junta troops fired artillery at Inn Pat Village in Khin-U from 8am to 4pm. An 86-
year-old woman was killed in an artillery strike and two others, including an 85-year-old
woman, were injured.

A Khin-U resident told The Irrawaddy on Sunday: “They fired artillery almost the whole day
from the south-west of Inn Pat Village. The attack was more intense after 2pm when they
[junta troops] searched the village with drones and fired shells. An old woman was hit in the
head by shrapnel and her brains came out. The two others sustained minor injuries.”

Five houses were damaged by artillery strikes, he added. Regime troops belonging to
Division 33 of the Northwestern Command and their affiliates committed the killings and
arson attacks, according to locals. The troops raided villages in the southeast and northeast
of Khin-U and around half of the soldiers reportedly remain in Khin-U Town.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-regime-soldiers-kill-teenager-and-
elderly-women-in-sagaing.html

Myanmar Junta Extends State of Emergency
By AFP | 1 August 2022

YANGON—Myanmar’s military government has extended a state of emergency by six
months, state media said Monday, with the junta chief saying elections could only take
place when the conflict-wracked country was “stable and peaceful”.

Min Aung Hlaing, who led last year’s coup, requested the military government to “allow him
to serve for an additional 6 months”, according to a report in the Global New Light of
Myanmar.

Members of the junta’s National Defense and Security Council “unanimously supported the
proposal”, it said.

The junta declared a state of emergency after ousting Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s government
in February last year and plunged the country into turmoil.

It has previously said elections would be held and the state of emergency lifted by August
2023 —extending the initial one-year timeline it announced days after the coup.

The military has justified its power grab by alleging massive fraud during the 2020 elections
in which Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s National League for Democracy (NLD) trounced a military-
backed party.

Last year, it canceled the results of the polls, saying it had uncovered more than 11 million
instances of voter fraud.

International observers said the voting was largely free and fair.
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi has been detained since the coup and faces an eclectic raft of charges

that could see her jailed for more than 150 years.
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In a speech broadcast on Monday, Min Aung Hlaing did not mention a date for fresh polls
but said they could only be held when the country was “peaceful and stable”.

He also said “reform” to the country’s electoral system was needed, including combining the
first-past-the-post system—under which Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s NLD has won sweeping
majorities—with proportional representation.

The influence of “powerful parties” had previously stifled other political voices in the
country, he said.

The junta chief also invited the leaders of a number of the country’s established ethnic rebel
groups for a second round of face-to-face meetings.

Myanmar has about 20 ethnic rebel armies, many of which control swathes of remote
border territory, and have fought each other and the military for decades.

Some have condemned the coup and offered shelter and weapons training to the People’s
Defense Force (PDF) groups that have sprung up since the putsch, and which analysts say
have surprised the military with their effectiveness.

Several ethnic rebel groups attended a first round of “peace talks” with the junta in May,
although groups fighting alongside anti-junta rebels stayed away.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-extends-state-of-

emergency.html

Myanmar junta extends state of emergency citing need for ‘election prep’

Analysts called the move predictable and part of a plan to install a pro-military government.
By Ye Kaung Myint Maung for RFA Burmese | 2022.08.01

UPDATED at 7:29 p.m. EDT on 2022-08-01

Protesters are arrested in Sanchaung township,
Yangon, Feb. 28, 2021. RFA

Myanmar’s military regime has extended the
country’s state of emergency for an additional six
months to Feb. 1, 2023 citing the need for
additional “election preparations,” as citizens
staged rallies over the weekend pledging
allegiance to the anti-junta democracy movement.

The decision to extend the state of emergency was made during a meeting of the
National Defense and Security Council in the capital Naypyidaw, state media reported,
and follows an earlier extension of six months on Feb. 1 —the one-year anniversary of the
country’s military coup.
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Myanmar’s military-drafted 2008 Constitution allows for the declaration of a one-year
state of emergency that can be extended by a maximum of two six-month terms, after
which elections must be held within a six-month period.

During a televised speech on Monday, junta chief Snr. Gen. Min Aung Hlaing said that the
state of emergency had to be extended as “there are still things that need to be done
ahead of the election.”

He made no mention of a date for the election, but said it could only be held after
Myanmar becomes “peaceful and stable.” The extension of the state of emergency
suggests there will be no election until at least Feb. 1, 2023.

Min Aung Hlaing also called for “electoral reform” that would give greater weight to
proportional representation in Myanmar’s first-past-the-post system, which saw Aung
San Suu Kyi’s National League for Democracy (NLD) sweep the country’s November 2020
general election. He pointed to “powerful parties” as previously preventing political
propriety in the polls.

The junta declared the results of the 2020 election null and void due to alleged voter
fraud, although it has yet to present evidence of its claims 18 months after the coup.
Aung San Suu Kyi was arrested during the takeover and faces multiple charges that could
see her jailed for up to 150 years.

The official Global New Light of Myanmar reported Monday that Min Aung Hlaing had
requested the junta “allow him to serve for an additional six months” —a proposal it said
the National Defense and Security Council “unanimously supported.”

Analysts told RFA Burmese that Monday’s announcement was expected and suggested it
was part of a plan by the junta to install a pro-military government in its place.

“He will definitely hold an election in 2023,” political analyst Than Soe Naing said of the
junta chief.

“l think he intends to make someone from the forces led by the military as the head of
state. | think it is a plan to transform ‘General Min Aung Hlaing’ into ‘President Min Aung
Hlaing.””

Hunter Marston, a researcher and analyst at Australian National University in Canberra,
said Min Aung Hlaing’s decision to extend the state of emergency on Monday came as
“no surprise.”

“It gets the [junta] that much closer to holding an election under its rules and
preferences, by which time it will have had its chance to remove the NLD's top political
leaders and intimidate all other political parties as well as voters into voting under its
preferred [proportional representation] system,” he said.

“What's truly galling is the Commander-in-Chief's use of language concerning ‘genuine
multi-party democracy.” Min Aung Hlaing continually references the 2008 Constitution
and the [military's] desire for ‘disciplined democracy.” The irony must be lost on him: the
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fact that ‘disciplined democracy’ defeats the purpose of ‘free and fair’ elections if the
military is imposing its system by force!”

The opposition has called on the public to boycott the junta-sponsored election that
would annul the 2020 results.

In this image from video by Myanmar state
broadcaster MRTV, Snr. Gen. Min Aung Hlaing,
head of the ruling State Administration Council,
delivers a speech Monday, Aug. 1 2022. Credit:
MRTV via AP

Junta performance review

uncil has been extended by six more months,

Also in Monday’s speech, Min Aung Hlaing said
that a total of 6,236 people had been arrested in the 18 months since the military coup.

During the period, there were 7,246 mine and grenade attacks, 6,567 killings, and 1,094
cases of arson, while authorities seized 6,311 weapons, more than 335,100 pieces of
ammunition, and 11,715 grenades and landmines, he said.

Of those killed, 3,483 were civilians, including children, Buddhist monks and nuns,
government employees, and administrative officials. He said 3,065 people had been
injured in violence since Feb. 1, 2021 and 41 people had gone missing.

Sagaing region saw the worst of violent conflict between the military and anti-junta
People’s Defense Force (PDF) paramilitaries or armed ethnic groups over the last 18
months with 4,026 clashes, while Yangon, Mandalay, and Magwe region saw 2,442,
2,194, and 1,359 clashes, respectively.

According to figures from the Bangkok-based Assistance Association of Political Prisoners
(AAPP), at least 14,596 were arrested by the junta since the coup, 11,859 of whom are
still in detention, including 1,364 who were imprisoned. The group has documented the
killings of 2,142 civilians over the same period.

Min Aung Hlaing also acknowledged having failed to implement the so-called “five-point
consensus” (5PC) he agreed to during an emergency Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN) meeting on the situation in Myanmar in April last year, which he blamed
on the coronavirus pandemic and “political instability.”

The consensus called for an end to violence; constructive dialogue among all parties; the
mediation of such talks by a special ASEAN envoy; the provision of ASEAN-coordinated
humanitarian assistance and a visit to Myanmar by an ASEAN delegation to meet with all
parties.

The junta chief said he will implement “what we can” from among the five points this
year as Myanmar’s political situation “has improved,” but added that he must prioritize
dealing with issues that might “jeopardize the country’s sovereignty,” including judicial,
legislative, and administrative matters.
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Analyst Than Soe Naing told RFA that Min Aung Hlaing hopes to “buy more time” with
vague promises about the 5PC.

“In reality, [the junta] won't implement it. After taking a year and a half without doing
anything about it, | think this is another ruse, a political ploy, to delay it again,” he said.

“As they have declared they will not hold talks with 'terrorist forces’ like the NUG
[Myanmar’s shadow National Unity Government] and ethnic armed groups associated
with the [anti-junta] ‘Spring Revolution,” they will not be able to do anything about
ending the violence as called for in the ASEAN consensus.”

Marston, of Australian National University, called Min Aung Hlaing’s pledge “not
credible.”

“Min Aung Hlaing agreed to the 5PC at the special ASEAN Summit in April 2021 and
immediately rebuffed it after landing in Yangon,” he said.

“He is continuing to play for time and seeks to divide those within ASEAN who would
oppose the [junta] from those who seek to foster dialogue with the [junta] and shield it
from criticism.”

Billy Ford, Burma Program officer at Washington’s United States Institute of Peace,
warned against trusting junta promises.

“It is all political disinformation and propaganda aimed at generating fear among the
Myanmar people and creating a veneer of good faith that gives international actors a
justification to continue with the status quo, which enables them to continue committing
atrocities,” he said.

“Min Aung Hlaing's stated intention to comply with and follow the five-point consensus is
blatantly false. | expect in coming months, [the junta] will escalate violence - the goal
being to generate fear within the population ... since they see that accountability is likely
only going to come from the resistance movement in Myanmar, not from the
international community.”

Villagers in Sagaing region demonstrate against the
military junta, July 31, 2022. Credit: Citizen
journalist

Nationwide rallies

News of the junta’s decision to extend a state of

= RE . emergency and Min Aung Hlaing’s vow to
|mplement the 5PC came as Burmese citizens, angered by the execution of four
democracy activists last week and worn down by 18 months of military rule, staged rallies
across Myanmar, from major cities to regions that have seen the heaviest clashes
between troops and PDF groups.

The Sunday rallies were held in the major cities of Yangon and Mandalay along with the
regions of Sagaing and Thanintharyi.
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Protesters made vows to fight for democracy, banged pots and sounded car horns as well
as promoting their cause on social media.

Residents said since the public pledge of allegiance ceremonies had been announced in
advance, security was tighter than usual in the big cities. They also spotted security
guards and plainclothes officers.

People were searched and there were some arrests. About 30 Mandalay residents who
posted comments on Facebook urging people to participate were arrested by military
council forces, according to a member of Mandalay’s Sanga (Buddhist monk) Union.

“There were people who were arrested after writing posts urging people to take part in
activities a day in advance. They were arrested due to military informants like Han Nyein
00,” he said.

“They prepared ambushes in the night and stuck posters on electricity poles urging
people not to participate,” the monk told RFA. He said the protests were still a success
because many people still took part.

Telegram channels supporting the military council have been campaigning for the arrest
and prosecution of those involved in the campaign.

A woman holds a poster saying "Only the
righteous one wins". CREDIT: Citizen journalist

Fighting until the junta is defeated

RFA has not been able to independently
confirm the exact number of people arrested
for participating in, or inciting people to
make, the pledge of allegiance. Nang Linn, a
member of the University Students’ Force,
told RFA the public pledge was made as a
commitment to participate in the anti-dictatorship revolution until the end by people
who have suffered since the military took power.

“The main thing is that we will transform the stubbornness, anger, and bitterness that we
are experiencing during this anti-regime revolution into a revolutionary spirit and then
we will all march together and fight until we reach the revolution’s goal. Therefore, the
public pledge was made by the power of the people,” he said.

Nann Linn said the democracy movement shows the power and defiant attitude of people
across Myanmar, while respecting the martyred leaders of the movement.

A woman in Pazondaung township spoke to RFA on condition of anonymity for security
reasons. She said she recited the pledge of allegiance and banged pots at home because
security on the streets was too tight.

“l saw on Facebook that people planned to recite the vow and bang pots and pans, and
cars would sound their horns. | banged a bowl, “she said. “Not every house in my ward
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banged pots. Some banged iron buckets and others crashed Jam Jam Jam [cymbals]. Cars
honked their horns but people didn’t didn’t protest for long,” the woman told RFA.

People in the war-torn areas of Monywa, Yinmabin and Kani township in Sagaing Region
and parts of Thanintharyi region also made the pledge of allegiance, holding banners
saying “Only the Righteous one wins”.

Protesters across the country said they will continue marching until the goals of the anti-
dictatorship revolution have been reached.

Translated by Khin Maung Nyane. Written in English by Joshua Lipes.

Updated to include Min Aung Hlaing's comments on extending the country's state of
emergency, statistics since coup, and pledge to implement the 5PC.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/extension-08012022184115.html

Myanmar regime leader vows to hold elections—and boost efforts to crush resistance

Min Aung Hlaing seems set to escalate violence against anti-junta groups as he seeks to lay
the groundwork for new elections

Tin Htet Paing | Published on Aug 1, 2022

The military holds a ceremony in
Mandalay’s Maha Aungmyay Township on
July 30 to hand over weapons to militia
members (Mandalay Free Press)

Myanmar junta chief Min Aung Hlaing
vowed on Monday to redouble efforts to
form a “public security system” of state-
sponsored militia groups as a step towards
&' holding elections next year.

In a 40-minute speech delivered on state media, the regime leader also announced a formal
extension of the military’s hold on power—the second since it ousted the country’s elected
civilian government in February of last year.

Blaming the delay in holding elections on instability caused by resistance to the military
takeover, he said that the one-year state of emergency imposed after the coup would
remain in place for another six months.

“Not to cause unfairness, threats and coercion in the coming election, it is necessary to
cease armed conflicts. To be able to hold the election, we will accelerate the efforts for the
public security system to soonest stabilise the politics and security of the nation,” he said in
an official translation of the speech.
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Since coming under attack in the wake of crackdowns on anti-coup protests last year, the
military has increased its reliance on militias to wage offensives in anti-junta strongholds in
Sagaing and Magway regions, as well as in other parts of the country that had previously
been largely free of conflict.

Known locally as Pyu Saw Htee, the groups consist mostly of pro-military civilians, retired
soldiers, and ultranationalists. They have most often been seen joining regular soldiers in
raids on villages suspected of harbouring resistance groups.

According to leaked records, Myat Kyaw, the junta-appointed chief minister for Sagaing, said
in a March meeting in Naypyitaw that the military had armed 77 such groups with more
than 2,000 weapons in Sagaing alone.

On Saturday, local media in Mandalay reported that the military had released weapons,
ammunition and uniforms to “public militias” in the city’s Maha Aungmyay Township, where
urban guerrilla resistance groups remain strong. Those armed by the military included a
ward administrator and members of Thwe Thout, a group accused of targeting political
figures for murder.

In his speech, Min Aung Hlaing said that anti-regime groups had carried out 4,026 attacks in
Sagaing since February of last year, while Yangon had 2,442 and Mandalay 2,194. He also
claimed that 6,236 “terrorists” had been arrested under his rule.

Several ethnic armed groups, including the Kachin Independence Army, the Karen National
Union, and the Karenni National Progressive Party, were also accused in the speech of
contributing to the destabilisation of the country by supplying resistance groups with
weapons and military training.

Min Aung Hlaing also defended the regime’s imposition of martial law in 11 townships
across the country, including six in Yangon Region, saying that the measure was necessary to
restore the rule of law.

The junta chief also mentioned his plan to switch from the country’s current “first past the
post” electoral system to one based on proportional representation. The change would
make it easier for smaller parties to win parliamentary seats and therefore benefit the
military’s proxy Union Solidarity and Development Party.

“It is necessary to take adequate time for the reform process. We have to implement such a
system for ensuring the long-term existence of the state and ceasing the armed conflicts of
ethnics,” said Min Aung Hlaing.

He also hinted that parliament would be allowed to convene so that provisions of the 2008
Constitution related to the electoral system can be amended.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-regime-leader-vows-to-hold-elections-
and-boost-efforts-to-crush-resistance
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SAC chair vows to implement ASEAN consensus in order of priority as Myanmar’s situation
improves this year

PUBLISHED 1 AUGUST 2022

implementing the ASEAN five-point consensus,
said Chairman of the State Administration
Council and Prime Minister Senior General Min
Aung Hlaing.

He made the remark during a speech marking 18
months of the SAC’s assumption of State
responsibilities on August 1.

“In the previous year, Myanmar had to struggle to overcome the Covid-19 pandemic in its
second and third waves and lacked stability due to internal violence and terrorism.
Consequently, we had difficulty implementing the five-point consensus. With the improving
situation this year, we will implement the five-point consensus in order priority within the
ASEAN framework,” Senior General Min Aung Hlaing said.

He said the country had to act by reviewing everything in order to prevent any attempt to
hamper the internal affairs and the three branches of power—judiciary, legislative and
executive.

“As soon as the country gets stable, there will be progress,” he added.

He pointed out that the government was doing its best in accord with the foreign principles
in dealing with the international community. He also stressed the need to respect the
ASEAN charters as an ASEAN member.

With the political situations in Myanmar in 2020, the five-point consensus was adopted at
the ASEAN summit on April 24 in that year. In this context, Myanmar already announced
that the consensus would be implemented in ASEAN way, ASEAN practice and ASEAN spirit,
he added.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/sac-chair-vows-to-implement-asean-consensus-in-
order-of-priority-as-myanmars-situation-improves

ASEAN Foreign Ministers to Push for Tougher Action on Myanmar
By AFP | 1 August 2022

PHNOM PENH—Malaysia is set to lead a push for tougher action on Myanmar when a
regional bloc of foreign ministers meet this week, as anger mounts at the junta for
stonewalling crisis resolution efforts.
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The 10-country Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)—which has spearheaded so
far fruitless diplomatic efforts to restore peace—last week condemned the junta’s execution
of four prisoners.

Myanmar has been in chaos since a putsch in February last year and the death toll from the
military’s brutal crackdown on dissent has passed 2,100, according to a local monitoring

group.

Ministers meeting in Phnom Penh from Wednesday are expected to lament the lack of
progress on ASEAN’s Five-Point Consensus plan, agreed to in April last year, which called for
an immediate end to violence and dialogue between the junta and coup opponents.

As well as voicing “deep concern” about recent developments and calling for restraint, the
ministers will also demand “concrete actions to effectively and fully implement the Five-
Point Consensus”, according to a draft communique obtained by AFP.

After more than a year of no progress on the plan, Malaysia will present a framework for its
implementation, even as critics deride ASEAN as a toothless talking shop.

“The key element of the framework is there must be an end-game. You have to have an
end-game. What is the end-game of the five-point consensus?” Malaysian Foreign Minister
Saifuddin Abdullah told AFP.

‘Making a mockery’

Within the bloc, frustrations are growing after the Myanmar junta went ahead with its first
executions in decades despite personal pleas from Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen.

Among the four executed were Phyo Zeya Thaw, a rapper-turned-lawmaker from ousted
civilian leader Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s National League for Democracy, and veteran political
activist Kyaw Min Yu—better known as “Jimmy”.

“It shows the junta is making a mockery of the [consensus plan],” Saifuddin wrote in a
weekend newspaper article.

Singaporean Foreign Minister Vivian Balakrishnan characterized the executions as a “grave
setback” to ASEAN’s efforts to resolve the crisis, while Thailand’s Foreign Ministry
spokesman Tanee Sangrat said the move “aggravates the vexing problems of Myanmar”.

A senior ASEAN diplomat told AFP he does not expect any country to go as far as calling for
Myanmar’s expulsion from the bloc.

But some members, led by Malaysia and the Philippines, want to bar the military regime
from sending ministers to all ASEAN meetings—including November’s summit—until there
is progress on the five-point plan.

“Political appointees of the administration, especially the military administration, are not
welcome,” the Philippines’ Assistant Foreign Secretary for ASEAN Affairs Daniel Espiritu said.
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Myanmar’s top diplomat, Wunna Maung Lwin, has not been invited to Phnom Penh and was
also left out of a foreign ministers’ retreat in February, while junta leader Min Aung Hlaing
was snubbed at a leaders’ summit last year.

“Even North Korea is welcome at this forum but the Myanmar junta isn’t... it has to be
recognized just how isolated Myanmar is, even in its neighborhood,” said Aaron Connelly, a
Southeast Asia specialist at the International Institute for Strategic Studies.

Maritime row

Along with the Ukraine-Russia conflict, ongoing South China Sea tensions will be another hot
button issue on the agenda.

US Secretary of State Anthony Blinken will fly in, with Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi and
Russia’s top diplomat Sergei Lavrov also expected to attend and hold meetings with the
ASEAN ministers.

But analysts do not expect a repeat of 2012 when Cambodia, a key Beijing ally, last hosted
ASEAN and was accused of siding with China on the disputed sea, resulting in no
communique being issued.

“Cambodia has learnt its lesson. It was the first time ASEAN didn’t come up with a joint
statement and Cambodia got big blowback from it,” said Thitinan Pongsudhirak, an analyst
at Thailand’s Chulalongkorn University.

“Hun Sen... doesn’t want to shoot himself in the foot again.”

China claims most of the sea, with competing territorial assertions from Brunei, Malaysia,
the Philippines, Taiwan and Vietnam.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/asean-foreign-ministers-to-push-for-tougher-
action-on-myanmar.html

It’s time for ASEAN to recognise the NUG

To fulfil its role as a force for stability in the region, ASEAN must act boldly to restore
balance in Myanmar

Thuta Zaw | Published on Jul 31, 2022

An ASEAN Leaders' Meeting in Jakarta, Indonesia
on Apr 24, 2021 (ASEAN)

The Myanmar junta’s execution of four political
prisoners less than a week before a major
gathering of foreign ministers from the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)
has served as a sobering reminder of how little
influence the regional grouping has over its most
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recalcitrant member.

Despite ostensibly playing a key role in efforts to end the ongoing crisis in Myanmar, chiefly
through its so-called “five-point consensus” reached in April of last year, ASEAN has yet to
have much impact in its efforts to end the country’s spiral of violence. Indeed, last
weekend’s executions have put the world on notice that worse may be yet to come, as the
junta struggles to gain control over a situation of its own creation.

Indeed, the timing of the regime’s latest outrage suggests that Min Aung Hlaing, the leader
of the coup regime, is sending a clear message: that he will do as he sees fit to crush
opposition to his rule—five-point consensus be damned.

But as Myanmar’s political crisis moves steadily closer to becoming a full-blown human
catastrophe, ASEAN continues to act as if it can still be managed somehow through the
usual means, including backdoor diplomacy and public calls for “restraint” from all sides.
Meanwhile, the United Nations and the international community watch from the sidelines.

This approach, which has so far achieved nothing in the way of progress, only gives the junta
more time to cement its hold on power, while prolonging the suffering of ordinary people. It
is time, then, for ASEAN to take more meaningful action.

Perhaps the most important first step that the bloc and its members can take is to
acknowledge what is at stake. It must, in other words, stop seeing this as just another
embarrassing episode that its perennial problem child has dragged it into and deal with it as
a regional emergency of the first order.

That was the very clear message sent by Mitch McConnell, the US Senate minority leader, in
his recent statement in response to last week’s executions. “It is time for ASEAN states to
step up, individually and collectively,” he said. “As the junta plunges Burma deeper into
chaos and civil war, the turmoil will affect the entire region.”

Warning that Myanmar could end up as “a failed state wracked by civil war like Syria” or “a
Russian or Chinese-backed client state,” McConnell urged the country’s neighbours to
impose real costs on the junta for its egregious acts of terror towards Myanmar’s people.

There are a number of reasons that ASEAN has refused to take a stronger stance in the past.
One is its policy of non-interference in the “internal affairs” of its members; another is a
sense of solidarity in the face of outside pressure. But now there may be one more: the very
real possibility that the junta will quit the grouping rather than submit to its demands.

There have, in fact, been rumours that Min Aung Hlaing is indeed considering this move. If
true, that might dampen what little enthusiasm there is among ASEAN’s members for
tougher action. Nobody wants to be responsible for the bloc’s disintegration.

But if unity comes at the cost of jettisoning every other principle that ASEAN professes to
stand for—including rule of law, good governance, and respect for human rights and
fundamental freedoms—it may not be worth the price.
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There is, however, an alternative to giving in to blackmail. It can be argued, in fact, that as
the leader of an illegitimate regime, Min Aung Hlaing does not have the authority to take
Myanmar out of ASEAN. That authority rests solely with the democratically elected civilian
government that he ousted in February 2021.

The option that ASEAN has, then, is to recognise and communicate with the National Unity
Government (NUG), which was legally established on the basis of the results of the 2020
election. So far, this is something that only one ASEAN member, Malaysia, has done.

By accepting the NUG as the rightful representative of Myanmar, ASEAN would not only
remove the threat of the country leaving the fold, but also demonstrate a stronger
commitment to its own core principles, as enshrined in the ASEAN Charter.

At the same time, it would strengthen the hand of the NUG by further eroding the junta’s
claims to legitimacy and making it easier for it to work together with the United Nations and
other countries to re-establish civilian rule in Myanmar.

As long as Min Aung Hlaing’s regime believes that it will ultimately prevail in its efforts to
erase the NUG and the forces that support it, it will continue to push Myanmar closer and
closer to the brink of collapse. Only when it knows that it cannot achieve this objective will it
pause in its killing and look for another way out of this self-inflicted disaster.

For ASEAN to fulfil its role as a force for stability in the region, it must sometimes be
prepared to make bold moves. In Myanmar, brute force has been allowed to rule for too
long, resulting in a power imbalance that must be redressed. It is up to ASEAN, then, to
restore that balance so that the country, and the region, can move forward in these difficult
times.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/its-time-for-asean-to-recognise-the-nug

China promises Myanmar responsible investment but copper mine clashes raise questions

By Anonymous | 01 August 2022

Copper mining in Letpadaung. Photo: EPA

Chinese President Xi Jinping’s promise of “high-
standard cooperation” over his signature Belt and
Road Initiative (BRI) and his country’s overseas
investment appears to have stumbled into
trouble over a number of projects in Myanmar,
including a controversial copper mine in
Letpadaung.

On the face of it, China wants to be seen to be adhering to international standards.

Growing environmental and social issues with Chinese businesses in the Global South over
the past decade have prompted the Chinese government to adopt policies and guidelines
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that require their oversea investments to adhere to international rules and best practices
for environmental and social protection.

A White Paper on “China’s International Development Cooperation in the New Era”, a policy
paper aiming to step up its development cooperation with the Global South especially
through the BRI platform, released by the Chinese government in January 2021, states that
China will “establish a new model of international relations based on mutual respect, equity,
justice and win-win cooperation, and build an open, inclusive, clean and beautiful world that
enjoys lasting peace, universal security and common prosperity.” President Xi in a speech at
the Second Belt and Road Forum for International Cooperation in April 2019, said, “We need
to pursue high-standard cooperation to improve people’s lives and promote sustainable
development. This is how we can jointly promote high-quality Belt and Road cooperation.”

Can those lofty words become a reality? Are Chinese stakeholders making an effort to fulfill
those promises? While such a policy shift is welcoming and it is reasonable to consider that
its nascent implementation can be incremental, its approach in Myanmar raises questions as
to whether this is merely empty rhetoric.

While Chinese stakeholders promise a lasting peace and high standard of cooperation to
improve people’s lives and sustainable development, via their projects under the framework
of the BRI in the Global South, recent incidents at the Letpadaung Copper mine project are
serious cause for concern.

China’s role in aiding and abetting conflict in Myanmar through its support of the military
junta contradicts their promises for “lasting peace”.

The failure of a number of Chinese businesses to adhere to international best practices
contradicts their promise for “high standard cooperation”.

ABETTING ARMED CONFLICT?

The Letpadaung Copper mine project is one of the projects under the framework of the BRI
as claimed by the China’s People’s Daily. Recent atrocities in the copper mine project area in
the Sagaing region, a prime area of resistance against the junta, exemplifies how business
operations have intentionally and unintentionally caused and contributed to armed conflict
and human rights abuses. Wanbao Mining, a subsidiary of Chinese arms manufacturer
NORINCO, has been operating the controversial Letpadaung copper mine in Sagaing Region,
in partnership with the military-owned Myanmar Economic Holdings Company, MEHL since
2010.

Payments for the Letpadaung project to the junta and the MEHL for the 2020-2021 fiscal
year are estimated to be US$417 million. Altogether it amounts to $725 million if payments
from the other two Chinese-run mine projects, Sabetaung & Kyesintaung (S&K) mines and
Tagaung Taung mines are included. Those revenues enable the junta to buy weaponry to
consolidate its power by waging war against the Myanmar people.

This has led to a recent call by national and international organisations and revolutionary
forces to deny the military junta the money, weapons and legitimacy. Some 16 local defense
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forces, PDFs active in Yinmabin and Salingyi townships in Sagaing Region, called on the
Wanbao and Yantse Ltd operating S&K mines to halt their operations by 5 May.

A joint statement of Wanbao and Yantse on 4 May in response to the warning of the
resistance forces says: “Recently there are many rumours, misperceptions and groundless
accusations against our project”. They also claim that since February 2021, their copper
production has been halted.

However, according to local people, the project was disrupted temporarily as some of the
project workers participated in the Civil Disobedience Movement (CDM) in the wake of the
coup. Then the project resumed and has been operating until the main power cable was
recently blown up, allegedly by a local resistance force. The local account is also in line with
the information included in the Xue Gong'’s article on “Chinese Mining Companies and Local
Mobilization in Myanmar.”

Analysts claim that Wanbao’s responses appear clumsy, dishonest and defensive. Their
intent appears to hide their collusion with the military. Rather than making an effort to
respond to the legitimate concerns of local people regarding their support to the abusive
military forces and their business relationship with the military, they just brushed off such
concerns.

According to interviews with local people by Radio Free Asia (RFA) since the coup, Wanbao
hosted military troops to be stationed in their compound, and military-formed militia “Pyu-
Saw-Htee” were also trained there. Between 25 May to 26 June 2022, junta forces raided
over 40 villages in the copper mine area and approximately 20,000 villagers fled. Many
households have been burnt down.

Nine villagers have been brutally killed to date, and some others disappeared. In response
to these atrocities, local resistance groups attacked the military based in the copper mine
area on 22 June and blew up the main power cable supplying the Wanbao facility on 24
June. On 27 June, Wanbao issued a condemnation statement over the attack and claimed
that they do not want to get involved in the recent conflict. However, they have been aiding
and abetting the junta’s atrocious crimes by allowing junta forces to station at their mine
and launch attacks.

Involvement in armed conflict by Chinese stakeholders is not only at a local level, but also at
a national level. Weapons supplied by China have been used to commit war crimes and
crimes against humanity in ethnic areas even prior to the coup and to kill unarmed civilians,
peaceful protestors and its opponents since the coup. Wanbao's parent Chinese state-
owned company, China North Industries Group Corporation, Norinco, is among the biggest
suppliers of arms and military equipment to the Myanmar military. In addition, in ethnic
areas, Chinese illegal business activities in natural resource extraction are booming in
collusion with local militias backed by the military. This has not only caused social and
environmental destruction but also fueled the conflict by providing funding to the Myanmar
military.

COLLUSION WITH THE JUNTA?
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Failing to conduct international best practices such as heightened human rights due
diligence, HRDD and their complicity in the junta’s severe human rights violations contradict
promises and policies of “high-standard cooperation”.

If the Letpadaung mine project is supposed to adhere to international standards, they
should have done HRDD by meaningfully consulting with affected rights holders, local
human rights defenders and experts. Conducting HRDD is required to identify, prevent and
mitigate any negative impact on human rights directly or indirectly contributed by their
business operations and their business partners. It also requires businesses to report locally
and widen the number of stakeholders on how they have managed to reduce and avoid any
potential negative impact and to give access to remedy if there is any grievance.

HRDD norms have been established in the UN Guiding Principles on Business and Human
Rights, UNGPs, and also echoed in the OECD Due Diligence Guidance on Responsible Supply
Chains of Minerals from Conflict-Affected and High-Risk Areas. The Chinese Due Diligence
Guidelines for Responsible Mineral Supply Chain have UNGP and OECD Due Diligence
guidance as their basis.

While there have been calls to conduct HRDD in high-risk circumstances in Myanmar, there
are no signs that Wanbao and other Chinese companies are conducting HRDD.

Rather than a HRDD, Wanbao ‘s statement on 27 June, highlights how they have been
providing welfare support to their workers and communities. They detailed how their
Community Social Development, CSD projects have benefited communities via their health,
education and welfare programmes. Wanbao has been carrying out the CSD projects
according to recommendations made by the Letpadaung Investigation Commission
established in December 2012 after peaceful protestors against the project were injured by
smoke bombs fired by the police in November 2012.

In fact, due to grievances related to land acquisition, lack of transparency in providing
compensation and environmental destruction, since the inception of the Letpadaung
project, locals have staged a series of protests over the years. In December 2014, one
villager was shot to death, and several others were injured during the crackdown on protest.
Until recently, not all complaints have been addressed, and there remain some outstanding
land resettlement and compensation issues. The disregard for international environmental
and social safeguard systems since the conception of the project has led to social difficulties.

In fact, Wanbao’s Corporate Social Responsibility programmes should have been an added
value after meeting a threshold of their responsibility not to have a negative impact on local
communities and the environment, if they were supposed to adhere to international best
practices.

Conducting necessary assessments and adopting management plans at the beginning of the
project such as environmental and social impact assessments, EIA, SIA, human rights impact
assessments, HRIA and rehabilitation and resettlement action plans, livelihood restoration
plans and grievance mechanisms would have helped prevent local grievances and provide
access to remedy if there is any grievance arisen not to escalate to protests and clashes.
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Although Wanbao conducted EIA at a later stage in accordance with the recommendation of
the Letpadaung Investigation Commission, failure to conduct one at the beginning stage has
led to these grievances.

Critics point out ways of doing business by Chinese stakeholders and one is partnering with
“local companies with ties to corrupt or autocratic governments with little transparency or
accountability.”

Wanbao’s partnership with the military has tarnished Wanbao’s reputation, given the
authoritarian practice of the latter without paying respect to the rights of local people and
consulting with them.

While Wanbao’s figures in their statements indicate several community members
benefitted from Wanbao’s CSR activities, this does not excuse their collusion with the
military.

It appears that lessons learned from the Letpadaung project do not last long, and Wanbao
and the Chinese Government has gone back to their old ways with the belief that the
military will be able to protect their interests. They made an assessment that finally the
military will be able to consolidate its rule all over the country like in the 1990s and
confirmed their support for the junta. However, this assessment needs to consider that in
the past, the revolutionary forces in this era were non-existent. Today, the situation is
different.

The recent visit by Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi to Myanmar reinforces China’s depth
of cooperation with the Myanmar junta. China legitimized the junta by recently allowing
Myanmar to host the meeting of the Lanchang-Mekong Cooperation group, a Chinese-led
initiative that includes the countries of the Mekong Delta. After the meeting, China
announced that Myanmar will commit to pushing forward the process of democratic
transition, and China hopes for “lasting peace and stability at an early date with the
framework of the constitution and laws.”

This announcement just reinforces the self-aggrandizement message and approach Chinese
stakeholders have adopted since the coup.

“The process of democratic transition” to be pushed by the Myanmar junta is to consolidate
its rule by manipulating an electoral process and hold a sham election in 2023 so that the
military-backed party wins and continues enjoying an electoral legitimacy and impunity
from the severe crimes it has committed.

However, China’s belief that the military will win at the end of the day, and its full support
for the junta - against the will of Myanmar people — may only aggravate grievances and anti-
China sentiments.

What the Chinese stakeholders have been pushing ahead with since the coup has
manifested in an escalation of conflict as in the example of the Letpadaung project area and
the failure of their grand promises for “an open, inclusive, clean and beautiful world”.

Editorial Note: This commentary does not necessarily reflect the views of Mizzima Media.
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copper-mine-clashes-raise-questions

Myanmar Civilian Govt Warns Foreign Firms Investing Under Junta
By THE IRRAWADDY | 1 August 2022

Myanmar’s civilian National Unity Government (NUG) has threatened seven Singaporean
firms and a Chinese company for investing in the junta.

The NUG’s ministry of planning, finance and investment said it will enforce severe sanctions
and penalties for foreign investments which failed to comply with the shadow government’s
instructions.

The NUG’s warning came three days later after a people’s defense force raided an electric
power plant operated by a private firm and the regime in Magwe Region.

Six Singaporean solar power firms — Myanmar Satoketayar, Myanmar Kyeeonkyeewa,
Myanmar Kindar, Myanmar Sedawgyi, Myanmar Shwekyin and Yangon Thermal Power —
have been approved by the junta-controlled Myanmar Investment Commission to produce
and sell electricity in Yangon, Magwe, Mandalay and Bago regions.

Another Singaporean firm, SIM Co Ltd is permitted to develop ports and stores to provide
services for the offshore drilling industries, according to the NUG.

Meanwhile, a Chinese firm Best Garment Myanmar was approved to build factories in
Yangon.

The shadow ministry said its cabinet has demanded all investment permits and
endorsements issued since last year’s coup be suspended.

In July and August last year, the NUG warned that it will not recognize any new investments
approved by the junta and will take action against those investing under the regime.

“This is the last warning for investors not to seek a permit to invest and to unconditionally
suspend their operations,” said the shadow ministry’s statement said.

Last Thursday, many staff and a chief engineer were detained by a resistance force during
the raid on an electric power plant which is a joint venture between a private company and
the regime in Kyaw, Gangaw District in Magwe region.

Yaw Defense Force claimed responsibility for the raid and arrests.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-civilian-govt-warns-foreign-firms-
investing-under-junta.html
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Myanmar’s Civilian Foreign Minister Condemns World’s Empty Words on Toppling Regime
By THE IRRAWADDY | 1 August 2022

Following Myanmar junta’s hanging of four democracy activists, the civilian National Unity
Government’s (NUG) foreign minister Daw Zin Mar Aung asked the United Nations Security
Council to send troops and weapons using the Responsibility to Protect (R2P) principle to
stop the regime killing more civilians.

“How many more lives does the international community need before it can act decisively
against the junta? Weapons for Ukraine, airlifts for Afghans and deafening silence for
Myanmar’s people. Who are we to you? Are we expected to suffer more atrocities than the
others?” she asked on Saturday.

She said while the world called for restraint and negotiations, junta leader Min Aung Hlaing
hardened his stand. While the world calls for State Counselor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi to be
released, Min Aung Hlaing moved her from house arrest into prison. When the world asked
him not to allow the executions, he had four political prisoners killed and the junta
spokesman said the regime will execute more, Daw Zin Mar Aung added.

“We appreciate the statements of condemnation after the execution of our friends but
without practical action, they are hollow words. Effective, decisive, united collective action
is needed immediately,” she said.

NUG foreign minister Daw Zin Mar Aung.

She called on the Security Council to supply
troops and weapons and for UN member
states to cut junta revenue streams and
suspend all its international representation.

Daw Zin Mar Aung demanded recognition for
the NUG as the official government and the
same rights and dignity offered to other democratically elected governments, instead of
legitimizing the junta or issuing ineffective statements of regret.

Formed as a parallel government on April 16 last year, largely by elected lawmakers from
the ousted National League for Democracy and their ethnic minority allies, the NUG has
enjoyed popular support at home and abroad. A majority of Myanmar’s people see it as
their legitimate government, while the regime has branded it a terrorist organization.

“We have a vision for the peaceful future of our country... | assure you that the people of
Myanmar shall prevail. Peace and justice shall prevail. And we will restore Myanmar to its
place among the democracies,” Daw Zin Mar Aung said.

Monday marked 18 months of the people’s revolution against the junta.

Since grabbing power on Feb. 1, 2021, the junta has killed more than 2,100 people,
including more than 140 children, and arrested more than 14,000 people.
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According to the NUG’s parliamentary committee, at least 99 elected lawmakers remain
behind bars and two parliamentarians were killed by the junta.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmars-civilian-foreign-minister-condemns-
worlds-empty-words-on-toppling-regime.html

Should the Myanmar junta executions be considered ‘war crimes’?

| Commentary

The dust has yet to settle on the Myanmar junta’s
controversial decision to effectively murder four of
their pro-democracy opponents, a horrendous act that
continues to reverberate around the world.

On 25 July, Myanmar state-run newspapers under the
control of the military junta reported that executions
had been carried out of four prisoners including two
well-known politicians, Jimmy, one of the 88
Generation leaders, Phyo Zayar Thaw, a former
National League for Democracy (NLD) MP, and Hla Myo Aung and Aung Thura Zaw.

Such unexpected news shocked the general public.

Throughout successive governments in Myanmar, there have been cases of sentence under
the death penalty. However, an execution has not been carried out for more than four
decades.

Therefore, the people thought that the same would be true during the tenure of the Military
Council. And a few days before the junta executions, both Jimmy and Phyo Zayar Thaw had
been allowed to meet their family members.

CAPITAL PUNISHMENT AND MYANMAR

In Myanmar, the death penalty has been in place for a long time. On the other hand,
execution has not been conducted for the last 40 years. Consequently, the international
community has viewed Myanmar as one of the countries with no exercise of capital
punishment.

As for the public, they assume that the death penalty should no longer be exercised
nowadays in a country with the main religion being compassionate Buddhism as well in a
transition toward democracy.

During the term of the second parliament, the Myanmar National Human Rights
Commission had discussions about capital punishment with civil society organizations
(CSOs). They also proposed to the President in 2017 that the government should consider
official suspension of the death penalty.

However, they were unable to make a decision on this for various reasons.

Page 25 of 49


https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmars-civilian-foreign-minister-condemns-worlds-empty-words-on-toppling-regime.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmars-civilian-foreign-minister-condemns-worlds-empty-words-on-toppling-regime.html

Myanmar has not abolished capital punishment yet. In courts, some criminals of serious
cases have been sentenced to death. However, they have had to serve lifelong or long-term
imprisonment due to an amnesty. After hanging a student leader named Salai Tin Maung Oo
in 1976, up to nine people faced the same fate. Reportedly, one of them was Captain Ohn
Kyaw Myint who had attempted to assassinate General Ne Win in 1977.

According to former prison authorities, there had been no execution at all after the military
coup in 1988.

UNDER THE MILITARY COUNCIL

Since the military coup in 2021, there have been more and more cases with unfair trials
carrying the sentence of the death penalty. According to the Global Monitor Report 2021 on
the Death Penalty by Amnesty International, the military junta in Myanmar transferred the
cases of civilians to military courts, causing an increase in death sentences by almost eight
times. Assistance Association for Political Prisoners (AAPP), verified that a total of 115
people had been sentenced to death after the military coup up to 27 July 2022 and 41 of
them had faced such a verdict in absentia.

After all, it can be said to be the year with the most death sentences throughout Myanmar's
history.

Until now, military courts have been proceeding with unlimited verdicts of the death
penalty.

Among prisoners with the death penalty, Jimmy, Phyo Zayar Thaw, Hla Myo Aung and Aung
Thura Zaw became the first victims of execution after more than 40 years. On 3 June, the
military junta hinted at the implementation of their sentence. However, no one thought
that it would become real. But at 4:15 a.m. on 23 July, the executions did take place.

According to the Prison Law, dead bodies must be shown to family members for
confirmation even if they cannot be given back. At least, photos or videos of dead bodies,
photos or videos taken before the cremation and the certificates signed by the Insein
Township medical officer and Insein Prison doctor must be shown. In addition, the prison
authorities must tell family members which day and what time the execution took place.
However, the military junta did not follow any of these procedures.

FAIR OR UNFAIR?

This recent debacle reflects how disorderly the country has become during the tenure of the
military junta. The administration needs to follow basic principles along with due process
when pursuing legal action. They must also do it following international laws.

According to Article (3) contained in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR),
everyone has the right to life, liberty and security of person. Even though it is not a law, it is
a road map for moral practice. The UDHR is not a legally binding document. But it is the
foundation in terms of human rights on a global level. Therefore, each human being on
earth must be able to access the rights contained in it.
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According to international law, the defendants must get at least legal rights. One of such
basic principles is to conduct the trial in public as much as possible. Even if there are
exceptions in the case, they must be acceptable to the public.

Against the principles mentioned above, the junta’s death sentences in martial courts and
the courts inside prisons are not accessible to the public. Besides this, the findings related to
the cases are not made known to the public. As for the accused, they do not get access to
adequate legal defence. No one knows if there is fairness and independence, basic
guarantees of legal action, during the trial. In other words, the junta’s verdicts are against
the basic principles of legal action.

WAR CRIME?

Death sentences or serious punishments in the situation mentioned above can be a crime
against humanity or a war crime. According to international laws, crime against humanity
means discrimination against individuals and denial of all their rights for political reasons.
For those involved in unfair trials, even judges and legal officers can be found guilty in terms
of war crimes or crimes against humanity.

For example, after the Second World War, a total of 16 legal officers including officers from
the Nazi Judiciary Department, officers from special courts, state prosecutors and judges
from the Nazi public courts were brought to the Nuremberg martial court.

They faced charges of war crimes and crimes against humanity after the war for their
verdicts made without valid evidence, secret proceedings and death sentences to many
people by ignoring the fair judiciary system.

The recent behaviour of the Myanmar junta with how it handled both the trials and the
executions of the four detainees raises questions about both the fairness and whether in
fact these were war crimes.

Editorial Note: This commentary does not necessarily reflect the views of Mizzima Media

https://www.mizzima.com/article/should-myanmar-junta-executions-be-considered-war-
crimes

Over 300 min USD worth of narcotic drugs seized in Myanmar in 5 months
Source: Xinhua| 2022-08-01

YANGON, Aug. 1 (Xinhua) -- Myanmar confiscated narcotics and drug-related materials
worth over 311.58 million U.S. dollars between January and May this year, state media
reported on Monday.

This year's five-month drug seizure amounted to more than half of last year's seizure value,
according to the report.

The increase showed that the government was accelerating anti-narcotics activities, said
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing, chairman of the State Administration Council.
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Most of the seized narcotic drugs came from Shan State, and the country's authorities have
been intensifying anti-narcotics operations, he added.

The Southeast Asian country reported seizures of narcotic drugs and related materials worth
524.48 million U.S. dollars last year.

On June 26, Myanmar burned narcotic drugs worth over 642 million U.S. dollars, marking
the International Day Against Drug Abuse and lllicit Trafficking.
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