PEACE Info (July 29, 2022)

Myanmar Is the Country of Great Deaths

Coup Leader Min Aung Hlaing has Turned Myanmar into a Murder Republic

Myanmar Regime’s Executions of Activists Make Yangon Even More Dangerous

Myanmar Junta Backers Rally in Support of Democracy Activists’ Executions

Myanmar junta steps up security in major cities following executions of activists

Germany Summons Myanmar Diplomat Over Executions

Families of death row inmates fear the worst amid rumours of more executions to come
Myanmar Anti-Regime Resistance Vows to Step Up Attacks After Executions

Myanmar’s Civilian Acting President Demands International Arms Assistance

Myanmar Military Bombs and Torches Resistance Camp in Sagaing Region

Girl killed by Myanmar junta shelling in Magway’s Pauk Township

KIA Attacks Wu Yang PMF In Waingmaw

Tension high in Ye amidst gunfire and grenade attacks and accusations targeting military informants
If political parties were absent again from their performance, they must be taken actions: UEC
If a government is formed when the election is over, the foundations will be laid from now
on to prevent the appointment of foreign advisers: SAC

No comment to make concerning ASEAN’s special envoy’s saying “good prospects to meet
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi”: Maj-Gen Zaw Min Tun
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Myanmar Is the Country of Great Deaths
By NAING KHIT | 29 July 2022

They died truly great deaths, because they gave their lives: for the people, in order to
restore their rights and dignity; for the country, to end the horrific military dictatorship;
and for future generations, to rebuild their battered country.

Myanmar’s latest citizens to earn the distinction of dying “great deaths” are veteran pro-
democracy activist Ko Kyaw Min Yu, known as Ko Jimmy; former National League for
Democracy lawmaker and hip-hop star Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw; and anti-coup protesters Ko Hla
Myo Aung and Ko Aung Thura Zaw. The four were hanged by Myanmar’s military regime
during the weekend of July 23 and 24 inside Insein Prison.

By ordering their executions—and reviving that awful method of punishment—Min Aung
Hlaing attained a level of barbarism not seen in Myanmar in many decades, outdoing even
his brutal predecessor. Until last weekend, no military regime had hanged a political activist
since the 1970s.

Information | have obtained from sources close to the military shine an interesting light
on the mentality of Min Aung Hlaing.

After the four were hanged, while some of the regime leader’s deputies thought it wasn’t
necessary to make the news public immediately, Min Aung Hlaing insisted it be announced.
Such was his eagerness to let the people of Myanmar and the world know that his regime
had carried out the first executions in decades.

It appears he was impatient to savor what he saw as a moment of “triumph”. This is the
mentality of a psychopath.

Of course, the regime has been committing extrajudicial killings on the streets, in
interrogation centers and throughout the country since his coup on Feb. 1, 2021. It

is nothing unusual for them. But the hangings of the four, including two respected pro-
democracy activists, had a particular intent: They were an act of “judicial”

revenge against all those who oppose Min Aung Hlaing, and against

a world that has condemned his regime.

The actions taken by Min Aung Hlaing since his coup demonstrate that he is
a truly dangerous and ruthless ruler lacking any of the qualities that make one human, such
as rationality, empathy and remorse.

His primary motivations for ordering the four to hang and letting the world know
immediately were: 1) to terrify the general public, who have defied him; 2) to demoralize
the entire community of dissidents, most of whom knew the executed activists personally
and regarded them with great fondness; and 3) to defy the entire international
community, which had urged him to rescind his death orders.

‘U Saw of the 21st century’
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On Monday morning, the junta’s announcement of the executions shocked and dismayed
the people of Myanmar. Judging from the feelings expressed on the ground and on social
media, it seems safe to say it was the saddest day the country has experienced since July 19,
1947, when independence leader Aung San and his cabinet members were assassinated by
an extreme right-wing politician, U Saw, under British rule.

In the eyes of the people, U Saw is still the arch traitor of Myanmar, having betrayed
an entire nation.

Min Aung Hlaing is the U Saw of the 21st century. In fact, he is crueler and more evil than U
Saw, who plotted to have nine people killed. Min Aung Hlaing’s squads have killed more
than 2,000 people in the one-and-a-half years since he seized power on Feb. 1, 2021. His
regime has set out to annihilate all pro-democracy forces, dissidents and their families. The
country’s fledgling democratic system has been demolished and the society destroyed.

In the eyes of the people today, Min Aung Hlaing is the new arch traitor of the nation.

Having killed the four, his regime and its squads of prison executioners now await further
orders from him to hang more political activists on death row in various prisons across
Myanmar. Right now, 76 political activists—including university students, young
professionals and eight women—are on death row in prisons, and another 42 people have
been sentenced to death in absentia.

Sadly, we are likely to hear of more hangings in the near future. Min Aung Hlaing is without
doubt crueler and more evil than U Saw.

It seems there is nothing and no one who can stop Min Aung Hlaing, a serial killer who has
used various means to murder his victims. His latest instrument of death is the gallows, a
method calculated to haunt his living opponents.

But across the country, freedom fighters like Ko Jimmy and Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw have shown
that they are not afraid to keep fighting Min Aung Hlaing’s brutal regime. Since the
executions, almost all opposition groups, from the parallel civilian National Unity
Government to various People’s Defense Force groups to ethnic armed organizations, have
vowed to escalate their fight to uproot the regime.

How many more good citizens—people like Ko Jimmy, Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw, Ko Hla Myo Aung
and Ko Aung Thura Zaw—will our nation lose on the gallows?

U Saw killed nine leading politicians; those who were killed became national martyrs. Min
Aung Hlaing has killed thousands of pro-democracy activists and continues to kill: they too
have become, and will become, martyrs.

The battle between the dictatorial generals and Myanmar’s brave people is not over yet.
People right across the country are waging a grand struggle for their future and they are
brave enough to die great deaths. Under successive dictatorships over the past many
decades, countless freedom fighters died great deaths in this great fight.

Myanmar is a country of great deaths.
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Naing Khit is a commentator on political affairs.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/commentary/myanmar-is-the-country-of-great-
deaths.html

Coup Leader Min Aung Hlaing has Turned Myanmar into a Murder Republic
By DAVID SCOTT MATHIESON | 29 July 2022

For a macabre military that has extra-judicial executions in what passes for its soul,
Myanmar’s military regime, also known as the State Administration Council (SAC), has
added the first ‘judicial’ executions in over 30 years to its post-coup killing spree, with the
state murders of anti-coup activists Ko Jimmy, Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw, Ko Aung Thura Zaw and
Ko Hla Myo Aung.

Why has the hanging of four regime opponents evinced such shock and outrage, when the
junta has killed at least 2,120 people, likely many more, since the military takeover? By
some estimates, a third of those killed were murdered in custody, dying due to ill-treatment
and torture. Now consider that 11,782 people remain in detention, including youth
protestors, members of parliament, former chief ministers, journalists and others. Not all of
them face charges that carry a death sentence. But what is certain anymore in Myanmar?
Increasingly, it must be seen that the country’s 54 million-odd people could potentially be
facing a death sentence.

One possible answer why the executions were so shocking, and not just because of the high
profile of Ko Jimmy and Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw, was that it was a form of torture, of suspense
over whether the death sentence would be carried out since their arrest last year and
sentencing in January. This is beyond cruel and unusual punishment: it is mental cruelty on a
serial killer level.

It shouldn’t have taken the execution of four dissidents to think of coup leader Senior
General Min Aung Hlaing’s regime now in the same category as Saddam Hussein’s Iraq or a
1980s Latin American dictatorship. That should have been evident since the day of the coup,
given his decade-long killing spree during the so called ‘transition. But Min Aung Hlaing’s
Myanmar is a new category of repressive military junta: a murder republic.

Why does a hanging seem more appalling than an airstrike? It shouldn’t, and killing at a
distance isn’t as impersonal as people may believe. It’s actually extremely personal because
it says ‘I want to kill all of you in that place and any strike, barrage or stray shell is equal
when | don’t care about any of you’. Landmines and booby traps also seem impersonal, but
when you’re the one laying them you know exactly what it will do to the person who trips it,
and there is an enforced intimacy in that even if you never see the person you kill or maim.

The shoot on sight policies in ethnic conflict zones for many years and the use of thousands
of convict porters left a trail of dead in the jungles across the eastern borderlands of
Myanmar. The neo-medieval post-coup killing across the country, as the coup has sparked a
wave of violence, now appears impossible to contain. The setting on fire of more than 30
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unarmed civilians in vehicles last Christmas Eve in Kayah State. Torching a house with a
learning-challenged teenage girl inside. The use of military snipers to kill unarmed
protesters in Mandalay. The raising of death squads with the name ‘Blood Drinkers Group’.
Hoarding corpses and extorting family members to buy them back. All of these atrocities
and more are part of the same approach to repression as hanging four men at Yangon’s
Insein Prison.

Speculation has swirled in recent weeks predicting the demise of the Myanmar military,
known locally as the sit-tat, and the looming victory of the People’s Defense Forces of the
National Unity Government, adding to a growing canon of aspirational analysis that has
often misread the dynamics of a complex conflict. Some observers may see the hangings as
an expression of the regime’s desperation, setting an example for resistance cells to cease
urban operations, or to intimidate the population to ensure no more support for the armed
resistance movement. It could be seen not as strength but weakness.

Or is it simply that Min Aung Hlaing and his senior colleagues have just expanded their
killers repertoire? The symbolism of the executions is intended for the domestic audience.
Perhaps the message of the executions is simply, “we are willing to kill our way out of this,
by any means”.

The murders of the four men also underscore that the architecture of international
engagement is no longer fit for purpose. By executing them, Min Aung Hlaing has told the
international community exactly what he thinks of it. The Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN) can stick it, that one-eyed killer Hun Sen’s entreaty to spare the
condemned was simply sneered at. In Min Aung Hlaing’s twisted mind, Cambodia’s Prime
Minister and dictator is retiring soon so that loser doesn’t need any favors. Coming so soon
after ASEAN Envoy Prak Sokhonn’s visit after which he expressed guarded optimism to
Channel News Asia, it was clear that his pandering to the SAC achieved nothing. His plan to
use Daw Aung San Suu Kyi during his next trip in September to help quell the violence was
and is delusional: it is not impossible for her to end up on the gallows in the murder
republic.

For ASEAN, which has been unusually unsuccessful, even for them, the executions sparked a
garble of messages between shock and whimper, a Chairman’s statement claiming it
“denounces and is strongly disappointed by the execution of four opposition activists... (t)his
is an issue that ASEAN takes seriously... (w)hile the complexity of the crisis is well recognized
and the extreme bellicose mood can be felt from all corners of Myanmar... (t)he
implementation of the death sentences, just a week before the 55th ASEAN Ministerial
Meeting is highly reprehensible as it created a setback to and present a gross lack of will to
support the efforts [of ASEAN mediation].” What will the regional grouping do now? Likely
more of the same tired commitment to the failed peace plan that is the Five-Point
Consensus. But they should seriously consider expelling Myanmar from ASEAN, if they don’t
want to continue to be humiliated by the junta.

As for the United Nations (UN) Special Envoy, if that droning non-entity Noeleen Heyzer
wants to make a positive impact rather than issue formulaic statements of concern she
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should resign immediately and call on the UN Secretary General to construct a more robust
campaign of pressure on the SAC. Continuing the same ineffectual approach is tantamount
to endorsing the executions. It tells the SAC that they can indeed get away with murders
across the land and not have them raised in anything other than general and dehumanized
terms, lest they upset the sensibilities of the coup leader. Would she honestly go and shake
hands with Min Aung Hlaing now, even if the regime gave her a visa? Just resign, and do so
in a manner attuned to Myanmar public sentiment. It’s the only good thing she could
possibly do now.

The statement issued by the UN Security Council days after the executions indicated
absolute business as usual, by endorsing the role of the Special Envoy and, most galling to
the point of an insult to the Myanmar people, “reiterated their strong support to ASEAN and
the efforts of the ASEAN Chair and echoed ASEAN’s call for concrete actions to effectively
and fully implement the Five-Point Consensus.” For activists calling for stronger Security
Council action, the answer is a firm no.

International human rights groups are just as irrelevant at times like this, bound to stagnant
language exhorting the international community to act, articulating shock but expressing
resigned helplessness. The international media just went through its tired motions. UN
Human Rights High Commissioner Michelle Bachelet was “dismayed”, while two UN Special
Rapporteurs stated that: “These depraved acts must be a turning point for the international
community. What more must the junta do before the international community is willing to
take strong action?” Fine words, but will that actually happen? Nothing the UN Special
Rapporteur Tom Andrews has said since the coup has been in any measurable way effective.

The UN and international aid agencies inside Myanmar have become accessories to the
murder republic: profiting from ‘danger pay’, but loving the freedom of long, lavish
weekends partying in Bangkok and braying it all over social media like salt on a wound. The
international community remaining in Yangon pretending things are ‘stable’ or ‘normal’ is
dancing on the graves of dead Myanmar people. They are putting at risk, daily, routinely,
with nonchalance, their Myanmar colleagues, especially the neo-colonial racist UN who pay
national staff less to take more risk and shield overpaid ignorant foreign factotums to curry
favor with the SAC. All of those UN officials schlepping up to Naypyitaw to fist-bump the SAC
are defiling the very principles of neutrality they espouse.

None of this connivance is in any way new, and | can just picture the pompous UN and
international NGO mandarins around the office water cooler, or the Lotte Hotel lunch
buffet, dismissing this criticism as just another well-worn rant. Well, that’s because

you’re still committing a crime of complicity and you know you’re still getting away with it.
After the hangings, what are you still doing there?

For all these covens and conclaves of international organizations and slimy ‘advisors’
seeking solutions to ‘reboot the peace process’ or seeing some slim chance of working with
the SAC on the 2023 ‘elections’ or maybe some technical fixes on a census here or there,
you have crossed the line into active collaboration. You’re dealing with Min Aung Hlaing and
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his killer clique, your ‘off ramps’ and ‘exit lanes’ and ‘entry points’ and incentivizing and
inducement to mediation won’t work.

The executions may well spur urban resistance, in non-violent demonstrations and escalated
targeted killings and bombings which have already risen in recent weeks. If Min Aung
Hlaing’s vision is of a society tearing itself apart through increasing political violence, divided
by class and comfort, or ‘the green people’ [the military] and those starving and desperate,
some driven to crime, riven by sectarian and ethnic animus, with the military atop the
carnage, stoking it, eventually refulgent as the lords of the wasteland, he might be right.

This is another feature of Min Aung Hlaing’ murder republic, turning a younger generation
into killers themselves who see nothing wrong with gunning down members of the Union
Solidarity and Development Party, a local official suspected of being dalan [a junta
informant], or celebrating war criminals such as Ner Dah Mya for executing 25 unarmed
men in Kayin State in 2021. The military would welcome a dystopian death culture of
vengeance killings.

But there is another permutation of that calculus of chaos. That the descent into
unrestricted warfare on multiple fronts renders an eventual defeat of the military more
likely. The more the disparate forces of anti-SAC resistance can work in their own ways to
weaken the military and make their position untenable, their use of extreme atrocity no
longer intimidating and their supplies of heavy weaponry exhausted, they will crumble. But
as Milton wrote, “long is the way and hard, that leads out of hell into the light.”

But there is one certainty to that victory scenario. Min Aung Hlaing and his inner circle will
face justice eventually. It should ideally prove more humanistic than what the murderers of
the SAC have meted out to the people of Myanmar. Which could be up against a wall facing
a firing squad. That’s what tyrants should fear.

David Scott Mathieson is an independent analyst working on conflict, humanitarian and
human right issues.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/guest-column/coup-leader-min-aung-hlaing-has-
turned-myanmar-into-a-murder-republic.html

Myanmar Regime’s Executions of Activists Make Yangon Even More Dangerous
By THE IRRAWADDY | 29 July 2022

The gallows at Yangon’s Insein Prison had been inactive for over three decades until last
weekend. For 35 years, those given death sentences never expected to be hung and capital
punishment came to be seen as a long jail sentence.

But the gallows were back in use again last weekend, as junta boss Senior General Min Aung
Hlaing made yet another mistake.
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Four anti-coup activists: Ko Jimmy, Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw, Ko Hla Myo Aung and Ko Aung Thura
Zaw were hanged. It appears that the four were executed last Saturday, with news of the
executions reported on Monday in junta-controlled newspapers.

The executions shocked and outraged Myanmar people at home and abroad. Yangon’s
streets were deserted as residents mourned the four men. People had grief and anger
written on their faces as they made sure to stay away from junta checkpoints.

Social media was full of responses to the hangings. A gloomy mood dominated offices.

“As all the staff were moody, the boss let us clock off early,” a Yangon resident said of July
25, the day the news of the executions emerged. The fact that the families of the four
victims were denied access to their bodies only made people more upset and angry. That
night, Yangon was eerily empty as everyone went home early.

Ugly scenes in Yangon

On Tuesday, the military regime held a regular press briefing in the capital Naypyitaw.
Despite condemnation from around the globe, junta spokesman Major General Zaw Min
Tun defended the executions, saying that the four men deserved many death sentences.
There was not a trace of remorse in his voice.

Young protesters stage a rally in Yangon on
Thursday against the regime’s killing of four
democracy activists.

Yangon turned ugly the following day when the
homes of Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw in downtown
Yangon and Ko Jimmy in Insein Township were
pelted with stones and other projectiles by mobs
i of junta-backed thugs. The fact that they came
together in cars showed that it was a prearranged attack, while the fact that they knew the
addresses of Ko Jimmy and Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw showed that the regime is behind them.

“They are not humans to threaten the bereaved families,” one Yangon resident remarked.
Yangon stained with blood again

Attacks on junta targets have been few and far between in Yangon recently. However, the
executions have sparked a wave of retaliatory attacks.

Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw was hanged for masterminding Operation Nan Htike Aung, an operation
targeting junta forces in Yangon. Now the executed former lawmaker gave his name to a
new resistance operation: Operation Zeya Thaw.

Resistance group Peacock Fighter attacked two police stations in Yangon’s Thaketa
Township with bombs on Wednesday night, calling the attacks revenge for extrajudicial
executions. “May our four martyrs take pride in our attacks,” the resistance group said in a
statement.
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On Tuesday, resistance groups also carried out an attack on Tat Kon Village where pro-junta
Pyu Saw Htee militia are based in Pauk Township, Magwe Region.

A local administrator in Yangon’s Botahtaung Township was also attacked outside of
Operation Zeya Thaw. The attack was retaliation for the tragic incident last August when five
young people, including a woman, jumped to their deaths from a four-story building in
Botahtaung rather than surrender to junta soldiers raiding them.

Three other people including a woman were arrested in the raid that came from a tip-off by
the local administrator Thein Win, an alleged military informant. He was reportedly injured
in the attack, but survived.

One Yangon taxi driver said that the anti-regime slogan “No negotiations after the
bloodshed” is true now. “We have to be cautious all the time now,” he said as he drove
along a road filled with barricades erected by the junta.

“I go home early these days. There are no people on the roads once it gets dark,” he said.
Yangon is now a danger zone

The United States Embassy in Yangon urged its citizens to stay away from junta security
forces on Wednesday, in response to social media posts calling for increased attacks against
the regime throughout the country, in Yangon in particular.

“All are reminded that attacks can happen anywhere at any time. All should anticipate
possible communication outages. It is also recommended to have seven days of food, water,
and medicine available in case the regime announces lockdowns or if movement throughout
the city becomes too dangerous,” said the security alert.

Since the coup, foreign businesses have gradually left Yangon, the country’s commercial
capital. At important locations and intersections junta soldiers stand behind sandbags and
barbed wire to respond to any attack, while regime vehicles patrol the streets.

Yangon, once a place full of fun, has become wearily familiar with gun attacks and
explosions, and has lately become one of the dangerous cities in the world. Now, since the
executions, the danger level is even higher.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-regimes-executions-of-activists-make-
yangon-even-more-dangerous.html

Myanmar Junta Backers Rally in Support of Democracy Activists’ Executions
By THE IRRAWADDY | 29 July 2022

A rally backed by the Myanmar military regime to show support for its recent executions of
four democracy activists was held in Yangon on Friday morning.
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The pro-execution demonstration near City Hall in Yangon’s downtown area came as a
majority of Myanmar people mourn the anti-regime activists, who were hanged over the
weekend. The executions were strenuously denounced at home and abroad.

The demonstration was joined by pro-regime mobs, members of the junta-proxy Union
Solidarity and Development Party, and Buddhist nationalists including some monks.

It is a common propaganda tactic of the Myanmar military to organize demonstrations
whenever it faces local and international condemnation. When it staged a coup in February
last year, it bused thugs and USDP members downtown to create a false impression for
foreign observers that the takeover had popular support.

The Friday rally was planned in advance, with the regime locking down the vicinity of City
Hall hours before the demonstration and beefing up security in the area.

Prior to the rally, pro-regime mobs attacked the Yangon homes of two of the four executed
men, prominent activists Ko Jimmy and Ko Zeya Thaw, denouncing the pair while trying to
intimidate their grieving family members.

The junta also arrested and interrogated the mother of the youngest of the four executed
activists, Ko Aung Thura Zaw, 27, for talking to the media. They also ordered the family of
executed activist Ko Hla Myo Aung not to hold a funeral and to keep a low profile.

Currently, 74 political prisoners are on death row across the country. The regime has said
there will be more hangings.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-backers-rally-in-support-of-
democracy-activists-executions.html

Myanmar junta steps up security in major cities following executions of activists

The military regime issues curfews, increases police presence on streets and conducts spot
searches.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.07.29

Young protesters demonstrate against the ruling
military junta in Yangon, Myanmar, July 28, 2022.

Assistance Association for Myanmar-based
Independent Journalists

Myanmar’s junta has tightened security in cities

) , . across the country following the executions of four
prominent pro-democracy Ieaders increasing the presence of troops and putting curfews
in place, residents said Friday.

Soldiers in military vehicles and security personnel have been patrolling the commercial
capital Yangon and Myanmar’s second-largest city Mandalay since Tuesday, they said.
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Additionally, a midnight-to-4 a.m. curfew has been issued in nearly all of Yangon’s 45
townships, and security personnel in plainclothes have been checking pedestrians during
the day, following attacks on the entrance gate to Insein Prison, police stations, and
district administrative offices in response to the executions, sources said.

In the days following the killings, the regime banned gatherings of more than five people
in all Yangon townships except the Coco Islands.

Anti-junta People’s Defense Force (PDF) paramilitaries in Yangon have vowed to attack
the military in retaliation for the executions.

A Yangon resident told RFA that the city had been eerily quiet this week, and said security
is particularly tight.

“People don't go out unless it’s necessary, like going to work,” she said. “Of course, there
are people who have to go out every day to earn a living.”

“If you go outside, you can see military cars driving around,” she said.

Groups of fully armed soldiers have been patrolling Yangon, making it feel like a
battlefield zone, other locals said.

A resident of Mandalay, who did not want to be named for safety reasons, told RFA that
the regime had beefed up security there due to strong anti-junta protests following the
executions.

“In the past two days, military vehicles have been moving in groups of three or four,
driving around the whole city,” he said.

“Another strange thing is that the police are not wearing their uniforms, and they are not
using police cars ... There's been a lot of checking of guest lists in the city, too.”

Security personnel have raided nearly every neighborhood in Mandalay, and at least 20
youths were arrested on Monday, according to residents and members of anti-regime
strike committees.

Political prisoners in Mandalay’s Obo Prison and in Bago region’s Pyay Prison held
protests on Monday night after the junta announced the executions, said residents who
live close to the detention facilities.

Saya Kyaung, a spokesman for the Yangon UG Association, an anti-regime guerilla group,
said members are planning to strike back at those who participated in the hangings.

“We are going to retaliate because it has to be a life for a life,” he said. “We will retaliate
in such a way that they will suffer more than the grieving families on this side.”

The Daung Warriors group in Yangon’s Thaketa township said Thursday that it bombed
two police stations the previous night under “Operation Zeya Thaw.”

PDF forces from Magway and Sagaing regions said they also conducted similar operations
on Wednesday to attack the army and pro-military Pyu Saw Htee militia.
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Junta troops prepare to set up a security
checkpoints in Yangon, Myanmar, July 19, 2022.
Credit: RFA

Reactions to UN’s statement

Saturday’s executions have drawn widespread
= P ; : condemnation, including from the U.N. Security
Council, but the junta defended its deC|5|on earlier this week, saying it executed the
activists for aiding acts of terror as part of the civilian resistance to the regime.

The Security Council’s statement drew mixed reactions on Friday from observers and
political analysts, depending on whether they support the people or the junta.

Kyaw Htwe, a member of the Central Working Committee of the deposed National
League for Democracy, said he welcomed the council’s statement but that the body must
provide more effective assistance if Myanmar is to return to the road to democracy.

“The goal of democracy desired by the Myanmar people will be reached quickly if the
U.N. Security Council, various countries of the world, and all nations that value
democracy and human rights, provide effective assistance in all possible ways to bring an
end to the military council,” he said.

RFA could not reach junta spokesman Maj. Gen. Zaw Min Tun for comment. At a press
conference on Tuesday, he said the junta carried out the executions knowing that there
would be objections at home and abroad.

China-based political analyst Hla Kyaw Zaw said it is not easy for Russia and China to
protect the military regime against the will of the people. The two nations have
consistently used their veto power in the Security Council to protect successive Myanmar
military dictators from being punished for human rights violations.

“The public has been very firm, very strong-willed,” he said. “Because of this, both Russia
and China joined the move. It is the result of our people showing they will never let down
their spirit to fight this military dictatorship.”

But Thein Tun Oo, executive director of the Thayninga Strategic Studies Institute, a group
of former Burmese military officers, said the Security Council’s statement was passed on
account of political pressure.

“They can issue a statement that they are not happy with or they do not accept such and
such actions, based on human rights ... but they cannot take action against Myanmar for
carrying out a death penalty.”

Translated by Khin Maung Nyane for RFA Burmese. Written in English by Roseanne
Gerin.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/increased-security-07292022174235.html
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Germany Summons Myanmar Diplomat Over Executions
By AFP | 29 July 2022

BERLIN—Germany’s Foreign Ministry said it had summoned a senior Myanmar Embassy
diplomat on Thursday to protest the junta’s execution of four prisoners, adding to a chorus
of international condemnation.

A Foreign Ministry spokesman confirmed to AFP that the summons for the charge d’affaires
had taken place in Berlin, after the ministry’s director general for Asia and the Pacific wrote
about it on Twitter.

In her tweet, Petra Sigmund quoted Germany’s representative for East Asia and the Pacific,
Martin Thuemmel, as saying that Berlin condemned the executions “most strongly” and
called on Myanmar to reinstate the moratorium on the use of the death penalty “and end
violence and repression”.

The words echo the condemnation the ministry issued earlier this week. It said it was
“appalled” by the executions, which showed “the junta’s contempt for the strong
democratic aspirations of the people of Myanmar”.

The executions announced Monday are Myanmar’s first in decades and have heightened
fears that more will follow, prompting calls for tougher international measures against the
already-isolated junta.

Among the four executed were Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw, a former lawmaker from Daw Aung San
Suu Kyi’s National League for Democracy (NLD) and veteran democracy activist Ko Kyaw Min
Yu, better known as “Ko Jimmy”.

Both were sentenced to death under anti-terrorism laws.

Myanmar’s junta has lashed out against international condemnation of its use of capital
punishment, saying the four executed prisoners “deserved many death sentences”.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/germany-summons-myanmar-diplomat-over-
executions.html

Families of death row inmates fear the worst amid rumours of more executions to come

The regime’s decision to put four dissidents to death has also killed all possibility of political
compromise, say observers

Nway Nway Eain | Published on Jul 29, 2022

Htet Paing Soe, left, and Wai Yan Tun

The execution last weekend of four Myanmar dissidents has
raised fears that more could soon be put to death by the
country’s military junta.
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On Thursday, the regime’s spokesperson, Gen Zaw Min Tun, did not rule out that possibility
in an interview with the BBC’'s Burmese-language service.

“However, we will only have to take the necessary legal steps for the cases where multiple
death sentences were handed down,” he said, adding that prisoners would also be given a
chance to appeal their sentences.

For the families of Htet Paing Soe and Wai Yan Tun, two youths being held inside Yangon’s
notorious Insein Prison, these words did not offer much comfort.

Between them, the two men are facing a total of seven death sentences, making them likely
candidates for early execution.

Arrested in July of last year for allegedly murdering a junta-appointed administrator in
Yangon’s South Dagon Township, they have also been accused of carrying out several other
assassinations.

Tried by a military tribunal, they were sentenced to death just five months after their arrest.
Htet Paing Soe, 27, was found guilty in four murder cases and given one death sentence for
each, while Wai Yan Tun, 25, received three—one for each murder he allegedly committed.

The current status of the two prisoners was unclear, but sources close to their families said
that there were reports that Htet Paing Soe had been removed from his cell on Tuesday, the
day after the regime announced Myanmar’s first executions in more than three decades.

The main entrance of Yangon’s Insein Prison, seen
in July (Myanmar Now)

According to one source who did not want to be
named, Htet Paing Soe and Wai Yan Tun share a
cell in a ward for condemned prisoners with one
other prisoner.

“When | heard that he alone was taken out of his

cell that night, | started to cry,” the source—a close
friend of Htet Paing Soe’s family—said, adding that it was still not known where he had been
transferred to.

Unable to meet the prisoners due to the junta’s restrictions, the families of the two men
have grown increasingly anxious over speculation that more executions may be imminent.

For some political observers, the junta’s resumption of executions for the first time since
1988 has set a very dangerous precedent that will make it harder than ever to emerge from
the current crisis.

“There is no longer any reason for the military council and the resistance to try to
compromise. There is now a clear division between friend and enemy. In the past, you might
be criticised if you spoke of reconciliation, but now you’re more likely to end up dead,” said
Sai Nyunt Lwin, the chair of the Shan Nationalities League for Democracy.
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As if to underline this grim pronouncement, there were reports on Thursday of yet another
killing in Yangon targeting an administrator appointed by the regime.

Than Win, a ward administrator in Botahtaung Township, was gunned down at the corner of
Merchant Road and 42nd Street, in downtown Yangon, becoming the latest casualty of a
war that shows no signs of ending.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/families-of-death-row-inmates-fear-the-worst-
amid-rumours-of-more-executions-to-come

Myanmar Anti-Regime Resistance Vows to Step Up Attacks After Executions
By NORA AUNG | 29 July 2022

Myanmar’s resistance forces have vowed to eradicate the junta and bring justice for the
execution of four anti-regime activists.

The junta hanged former lawmaker of the National League for Democracy (NLD) Ko Phyo
Zeya Thaw, veteran democracy activist Ko Jimmy and two other men, Ko Aung Thura Zaw
and Ko Hla Myo Aung both from Hlaing Tharyar Township in Yangon, during the weekend
without notifying their families. It was the first time in four decades that political dissidents
have been executed in Myanmar.

Bo Ngagar, the commander of the Myanmar Royal Dragon Army, a prominent defense force,
told The Irrawaddy that they must try to bring justice for the four martyrs and the innocent
people killed brutally by the junta.

“It made our revolution stronger. We must rescue our people from these monsters. We
must win freedom for the whole country before we die,” he said.

Three Northern Alliance ethnic armed groups, the Myanmar National Democratic Alliance
Army, Ta’ang National Liberation Army and Arakan Army, warned the junta that the
executions would intensify the civil war.

“The junta has to take responsibility for its actions,” the groups’ statement said.

The Karen National Union, Karenni National Progressive Party, Chin National Front and All
Burma Students’ Democratic Front released a statement with the National Unity
Government (NUG), Committee Representing Pyidaungsu Hluttaw and NLD representing the
“federal democratic forces”.

It condemned the executions as terrorism and vowed to fight the fascist dictatorship by all
means in the people’s revolution.

The Kachin Political Interim Coordination Team, including the Kachin Independent
Organization and Chinland Joint Defense Committee of 18 Chin armed forces, condemned
the executions.
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The Karenni Nationalities Defense Force condemned the executions as war crimes and
crimes against humanity and pledged to eradicate the regime.

There was silence from the strongest ethnic armed group, the United Wa State Party, and
the New Mon State Party, Restoration Council of Shan State and Shan State Progressive
Party.

Several people’s defense forces conducted revenge attacks on regime forces and
informants, which killed about 20 junta personnel.

The NUG’s acting president Duwa Lashi La delivered an emergency speech on Thursday and
asked the international community to provide weaponry, technological assistance and
financial aid to the revolution.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-anti-regime-resistance-vows-to-step-
up-attacks-after-executions.html

Myanmar’s Civilian Acting President Demands International Arms Assistance
By THE IRRAWADDY | 29 July 2022

Myanmar’s civilian National Unity Government’s (NUG) acting president Duwa Lashi La has
asked the international community to provide weapons to defeat Min Aung Haling’s regime.

His state of the union address broadcast on Thursday followed the hangings of four political
prisoners last weekend.

“] earnestly request technical support, arms and ammunition and finance for the people of
Myanmar who are sacrificing their lives to fight against the fascist dictatorship,” he said.

He called on the international community to recognize the NUG as the legitimate
government and support its administration, end recognition of the junta and cut its revenue
sources.

The NUG has received no material assistance from the international community and solely
depends on people’s donations.

Responding to the executions, the president said the sacrifices of the four martyrs will add
great impetus to the revolution.

He told the NUG’s armed wing, the people’s defense forces, and other resistance groups to
keep fighting the murderous junta.

The ethnic Kachin president also urged ethnic armed groups to help bring down the regime.

“The time has come for us to crush the terrorist regime together by strategically using our
manpower, weaponry, unitedly and attacking simultaneously.”

He called on regime personnel, militia members and border forces to escape and cooperate
with the people.
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Formed as a parallel government on April 16 last year, largely by elected lawmakers from
the ousted National League for Democracy (NLD) and their ethnic minority allies, the NUG
has enjoyed popular support at home and abroad. A majority of Myanmar’s people see it as
their legitimate government, while the regime has branded it a terrorist organization.

Since seizing power on Feb. 1 last year, the regime has killed at least 2,133 people, many of
whom were engaged in anti-regime activism.

The regime has killed numerous children and elderly people in its escalated terror campaign.

Rights groups have reported more than 140 child deaths since the coup. The regime has
burned down at least 18,800 civilian homes, with the resistance stronghold of Sagaing
Region suffering the heaviest damage, according to the independent research group Data
for Myanmar.

The regime hanged four detained political detainees, including prominent veteran
democracy activist Ko Jimmy, former NLD lawmaker Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw and two other men
from Hlaing Tharyar Township in Yangon Ko Aung Thura Zaw and Ko Hla Myo Aung, in the
country’s first executions of prisoners in nearly four decades.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmars-civilian-acting-president-demands-
international-arms-assistance.html

Myanmar Military Bombs and Torches Resistance Camp in Sagaing Region
By THE IRRAWADDY | 29 July 2022

A People’s Defense Force (PDF) camp in Myinmu Township, Sagaing Region was seized and
burned down on Wednesday after the Myanmar military launched airstrikes and raided the
camp.

On Wednesday morning, regime forces airlifted by three helicopters raided the PDF base
camp in Myinmu Township, while two Russian-made Mi-35 helicopter gunships attacked the
camp, according to the Civil Defense and Security Organization of Myaung (CDSOM). At the
same time, more junta troops on foot attempted to block the area.

The junta raid came after a pro-regime social media channel on Telegram reported the
location of the PDF camp.

Many CDSOM resistance fighters were at the camp during the raid, but all managed to
escape from the area without any casualties, Ko Nway Oo, a CDSOM representative, told
The Irrawaddy on Friday.

The helicopter gunships also attacked nearby villages during the raid. One resident was
reportedly injured in an airstrike. Several hundred people were forced to flee their homes
because of the raid.

Following the raid, junta soldiers also torched houses in three nearby villages, the CDSOM
representative said.
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Myinmu Township is a stronghold of armed resistance against the military regime and is also
a base for many PDFs from nearby townships.

The combined PDFs are conducting daily raids, ambushes and aerial attacks with drones
targeting regime forces in Myinmu Township.

On Thursday, Zero Guerrilla Force, a resistance group from Myingyan Township, Mandalay
Region, used a drone to bomb regime troops checking vehicles and their passengers outside
a police station in Myinmu Township.

Zero Guerrilla Force claimed their attack killed three regime soldiers. However, The
Irrawaddy was unable to confirm the military casualties independently.

Junta forces are currently facing daily attacks from PDFs and ethnic armed organizations
across the country.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-military-bombs-and-torches-
resistance-camp-in-sagaing-region.html

Girl killed by Myanmar junta shelling in Magway’s Pauk Township

Other members of the victims family were also injured when an artillery shell landed on
them as they were eating breakfast

Maung Shwe Wah | Published on Jul 29, 2022

_—

Smoke rises from the village of Kyar Pyit Kan in
Magway’s Pauk Township during a junta raid on July
28 (Supplied)

A five-year-old girl was killed on Wednesday when
regime troops shelled her village in Magway Region’s
Pauk Township, according to local sources.

The incident occurred when a military column of
around 70 junta soldiers raided the village of Kyar Pyit Kan at around 7am, residents told
Myanmar Now.

“They came across the Yaw River, which is west of here. Before they entered the village,
they opened fire with heavy artillery, hitting and killing the child,” said one villager.

Other members of the family were also injured, he added.

“The entire family was hit. An artillery shell fell right on their breakfast table,” he said,
speaking on condition of anonymity.

According to the villager, attempts to save the girl failed because the soldiers continued to
pound the village relentlessly, forcing its inhabitants to flee.
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After taking control of the village, the soldiers remained there until the following day, when
they started setting fires before leaving.

“Half of Kyar Pyit Kan is gone now. We tried to go back to put out the fires, but we had to
run away when they started firing heavy artillery at us again,” said the local.

Kyar Pyi Kan is a village of around 500 households. According to the villager, most of the
southern part of the village has now been destroyed.

A local defence force called the Young Revolution Front said that the group clashed with
the junta troops as residents and resistance fighters attempted to extinguish the fires.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/girl-killed-by-myanmar-junta-shelling-in-
magways-pauk-township

KIA Attacks Wu Yang PMF In Waingmaw

29th July 2022

The Kachin Independence Army (KIA) attacked the Wu
Yang People’s Militia Force (PMF) at its camp in
Waingmaw Township on Thursday morning, 28 July,
killing at least six PMF soldiers and wounding many
others.

“We found the bodies of six soldiers in the PMF camp

and | believe at least 20 soldiers were wounded in the
clash,” a KIA officer told KNG. He said the injured junta
soldiers were taken to Myitkyina Military Hospital in Kachin State.

”"We didn’t set fire to the PMF camp because it’s in a civilian village,” the officer said. The
KIA successfully withdrew after the fighting subsided.

During the retaliatory raid that lasted one hour, the KIA recovered weapons from the PMF,
which had attacked its Battalion 3 (Brigade 5) in Nan Zaw in early July.

“Some of the PMF soldiers fled after hearing gunfire,” a local told KNG on condition of
anonymity, reporting that the KIA destroyed a fence around the camp.

The camp houses about 40 Burma Army (BA) and PMF soldiers near a government
building. and morning market in Wu Yang village.

Following the attack, the enemy assembled checkpoints in front of the camp and the road
leading to the village.

On 18 July, the San Pya PMF, led by Min Zin Thant, attacked KIA Battalion 14 (Brigade 2)
Kanwe Thu’s camp on the Tanai — Lido road, killing two Kachin soldiers and wounding two
others.

https://kachinnews.com/2022/07/29/kia-attacks-wu-yang-pmf-in-waingmaw/
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Tension high in Ye amidst gunfire and grenade attacks and accusations targeting military
informants

monnews 29 July 2022

A policeman was injured in a shooting at the Ye Town police
station yesterday (July 28th), and another person was shot and
killed on the beach.

According to a local resident, Ye Blue, an armed group based in
the area are behind the attacks.

“He came on a motorcycle. He fired a gun and he threw a
hand grenade. A policeman was injured. We know that the
injury is not serious,” he said.

Mon News Agency has contacted the Ye Town Police to
confirm details of the incident.

On the same day, a 40 year old male, known as U Moe Lin, who was selling cork rings and
coconut juice from a small tent on the beach, was shot and killed by the Ye Blue group at
around 11:00 yesterday afternoon.

It is believed that U Moe Lin, who is not a native of the area, was a police and military
informant.

The Ye Blue group has issued a public letter informing people in the area to be careful of
military informants.

Tensions are high this past week, as the village Administrator for the State Administrative
Council who is also a member of the Union Solidarity and Development Party (USDP), along
with some villagers had been accused of being Dalan. Dalan is a Burmese word used
derogatively by anti-coup forces to describe military informants.

https://monnews.org/2022/07/29/tension-high-in-ye-amidst-gunfire-and-grenade-attacks-
and-accusations-targeting-military-informants/

If political parties were absent again from their performance, they must be taken actions:
UEC

PUBLISHED 28 JULY 2022

NAYPYITAW-----If political parties were absent again from their performance, they must be
taken actions, said Khin Maung Oo, one of the members of Union Election Commission
(UEC), at the press conference led by Information Team of State Administration Council held
at the Ministry of Information in Nay Pyi Taw on July 26th.
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He also said that the Combined Inspections Team gave instructions to the political parties in
detail and if the parties commit the same acts, they will be taken actions against according
to the Political Parties Registration Law and Regulations.

The UEC inspected as per the law together with the departments concerned, a combined
inspection team consisting of representatives of the organizations at the election sub
commission offices of respective headquarters of political parties, he said.

They mainly investigated the setup of political parties, their members and offices, entrance
fee for the party, monthly fees, donation of local well-wishers, materials and businesses
owned by parties, expenses as per the parties’ rules and regulations, funds, property,
records, expenses of candidates who competed in the election, the annual budget of parties
in respective financial years, annual lists of property, whether they form audit committee
for these lists, seeking of approvals as per the parties’ rules and regulations and other
inventories.

The UEC has inspected 85 political parties out of 92 and will keep investigating the
remaining 7 parties.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/if-political-parties-were-absent-again-from-their-
performance-they-must-be-taken-actions-uec

If a government is formed when the election is over, the foundations will be laid from now
on to prevent the appointment of foreign advisers: SAC

PUBLISHED 29 JULY 2022 |EMG

The foundation will be laid from now on to prevent
the appointment of foreign advisers in government
organizations, said Maj-Gen Zaw Min Tun, a
spokesman for the State Administration Council
(SAC) and Deputy Minister for Information.

On July 26, at the press conference held by the
information team of the State Administration
Council at the Ministry of Information in Nay Pyi
Taw, Maj-Gen Zaw Min Tun responded to a reporter's question as there were cases which
foreign advisors were appointed during the NLD government and how to prevent such cases
from occurring again.

"During the previous government, they would have already known about the foreign
advisers. Starting from the position of the state counsellor, they are also present in various
ministries. Some of the MPs also asked about the presence of foreign advisors. Some of
them were not allowed to ask. Even though they had the opportunity to ask, the
government did not explain to them. Regarding this, what we are doing in practice is the
Official Secrets Act. For instance, Sean Turnell has been prosecuted under the Official
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Secrets Act. We also got information from him. We would like to say that there are still
some cases that need to be further identified," Maj-Gen Zaw Min Tun said.

Maj-Gen Zaw Min Tun said that he will release as much as he knows about the above issues
when it is appropriate to know about them, and that due to foreign advisors, Rakhine issues
have become bigger than they should have been.

Maj-Gen Zaw Min Tun said, “It is not because of these people that the Rakhine issues have
become bigger than they should be. Until now, we attended to the ICJ hearing recently.
Under the State Administration Council government, when we appoint advisors, we choose
people who really love their country. We will see that we appoint only people who can
really serve the public interest”.

The advisors appointed under the government of the SAC are made up of those who work
for the benefit of the country and the people. Even if a government takes office when the
election is over, the foundation must be laid from now on to prevent changes in these
matters, Maj-Gen Zaw Min Tun said.

"In the past, the first was between 2010 and 2015. The appointment of foreign advisors in
government organizations was started after 2015. There is also a difference between these
two governments. Therefore, from now on, we will work to lay the foundation so that it will
not be possible in the future. About that, you all already know. All knew about what they
have done in politics, economy and social sectors," Maj-Gen Zaw Min Tun said.

During the last government, foreign advisors who were working with social groups, who
were supporting from the back, internal interventions in the economy sector as well as the
political sector. The government will do everything it can to prevent such cases, Maj-Gen
Zaw Min Tun said.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/if-a-government-is-formed-when-the-election-is-over-
the-foundations-will-be-laid-from-now-on-to

No comment to make concerning ASEAN’s special envoy’s saying “good prospects to meet
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi”: Maj-Gen Zaw Min Tun

PUBLISHED 29 JULY 2022

Spokesperson of State Administration Council (SAC)
Maj-Gen Zaw Min Tun said in a press brief held at
the Ministry of Information in Nay Pyi Taw on

July 26 that he didn’t want to give specific
comment on the ASEAN’s special envoy’s saying but
nothing is impossible in politics.

He said these words when a journalist asked him
concerning the news that there are possibilities of
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meeting Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and Cambodian Foreign Minister and special envoy of ASEAN
in a press brief in Nay Pyi Taw on July26.

“l have already answered this to some news agencies. Concerning this news, first and
foremost | wanted to say that nothing is impossible in politics. | don’t want to give any
remark on ASEAN’s special envoy’s talk. The second thing | want to say is there is nothing
impossible in politics,” said Maj-Gen Zaw Min Tun.

Prak Sokhonn, who is Cambodia’s foreign minister and ASEANn’s special envoy, said that
chairman of SAC Senior-General Min Aung Hlaing gave a pledged to him that there is a firm
possibility that he may meet with Daw Aung San Suu Kyi.

During his second visit to Myanmar from June 29 to July 3, Prak Sokhonn met with Senior-
General Min Aung Hlaing.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/no-comment-to-make-concerning-aseans-special-
envoys-saying-good-prospects-to-meet-daw-aung-san
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