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SAC confirms Myanmar’s first executions in over three decades

PUBLISHED 25 JULY 2022

The State Administration Council (SAC) has
confirmed the first executions in Myanmar in
more than three decades as U Jimmy, U Phyo
Zeyar Thaw, and two others are executed.

The other two who were executed were U Hla
Myo Aung and U Aung Thura Zaw.

The information team of the SAC told the media on July 25 that the penalties for the four
prisoners including U Jimmy and U Phyo Zeyar Thaw sentenced to death had been meted
out as the state-run newspapers reported.

The reply came after the media sought confirmation from the SAC information team over
the newspapers’ reports about the executions.

On the July 25 issues of the state-run newspapers said: “Brutal murders emerged in
Myanmar as of March 14, 2021. As Phyo Zeyar Thaw (a) Maung Kyaw (a) Ye Khe, Kyaw Min
Yu (a) Jimmy, Hla Myo Aung (a) Ko Myo (a) Wetgyi and Aung Thura Zaw (a) Gatone (a) Thura
orchestrated conspiracies for brutal and inhumane terror acts such as murders, a lot of
innocent people died. Hence, relevant military tribunals indicted them under relevant
sections of the Counter-Terrorism Law and the Penal Code and handed down death
sentences to those four culprits. According to the department concerned, the punishment
has been meted out under the prison procedure.”

SAC spokesman Major General Zaw Min Tun told VOM news agency: “It is like the way the
newspapers reported. We will not clarify this at a coming press conference. We don’t need
to explain because the case was settled in accord with the law.”

News about the punishment came after some news agencies reported that U Jimmy and U
Phyo Zeyar Thaw were allowed to meet their families in prison on July 22.

When their family members went to Insein Prison on July 25 for the penalty meted out,
prison authorities confirmed the executions but refused to return their bodies, some news
agencies reported.

Two other men were sentenced to death for torturing and stabbing to death a woman they
alleged was an informer for the military in Hlaingthayar Township, Yangon.

Phyo Zeyar Thaw was arrested at Yadanar Hninsi Housing, Yadar Road, Dagon Seikkan
Township on November 18 with arms and ammunitions. He was arrested together with two
pistols, 48 rounds of 9mm ammunition, one M16 gun, 74 rounds of 5.56 ammunition.

Jimmy was arrested at No-109, Pinglon Housing, 27 ward, North Dagon Myothit Township
with 6 AK-47s, 18 M-16s and 2-12 bolt guns, one homemade gun and 18 magazines. He was
given sentence under Section 49 (a) of Counter-Terrorism law, assisting terrorists, Unlawful
association act, Arms act and explosive substances act.
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Accordingly, both were sentenced to death for their actions, the SAC said in its press
statements.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/sac-confirms-myanmars-first-executions-in-over-three-
decades

Myanmar Junta Hangs Two Leading Democracy Activists
By THE IRRAWADDY | 25 July 2022

Myanmar’s military junta executed former National League for Democracy lawmaker Ko
Phyo Zeya Thaw and veteran democracy activist Ko Jimmy over the weekend for their anti-
regime activities.

The death sentences were widely viewed as an act of revenge by the junta against
opponents of its rule.

The regime announced on Monday that the punishment had been conducted according to
procedures at Yangon’s Insein Prison.

They were sentenced to death in January by a military tribunal under Myanmar’s overbroad
Counterterrorism Law for masterminding and being involved in the anti-regime armed
struggle and related activities.

The men and two others sentenced to death were allowed to meet with their families via
video on Friday, prompting fears that the four would be hanged very soon. But the regime’s
spokesperson denied the rumors and said the executions would not be carried out in haste
as the men had to undergo medical checkups and other procedures.

U Moe Zaw Oo, the deputy foreign minister of Myanmar’s shadow National Unity
Government, told The Irrawaddy that the regime had committed an “unforgivable” act, for
which there would be serious consequences.

“The junta will have to pay the price legally. The executions have made us more determined
to topple the regime,” he said.

Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw was 41. Ko Jimmy, also known as Kyaw Min Yu, was 53 and a former
leading member of the 88 Generation Students Group. Both were held dear by the
Myanmar people, including the young, for their democracy activism.

A number of countries and international organizations joined local groups in condemning
the junta’s execution orders against the men after they were first announced on June 3. Hun
Sen, the the prime minister of Cambodia, which currently holds the rotating chair of the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), of which Myanmar is a member, asked
junta chief Min Aung Hlaing “to reconsider” and “refrain” from carrying out the execution
orders, saying they were causing “great concern among the ASEAN members and its
external partners.”
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Ko Hla Myo Aung (left) and Ko Aung Thura Zaw
(Right)

Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw, Ko Jimmy, Ko Hla Myo Aung
and Ko Aung Thura Zaw turned out to be the first
political dissidents to be executed since ethnic Chin
student leader Salai Tin Maung Oo was hanged by
dictator General Ne Win’s authoritarian regime at
Yangon’s Insein Prison in 1976.

i The executions come at a time when the junta

continues to struggle to control the country amid
widespread armed resistance, and can be viewed as both an act of retaliation and an
attempt to instill fear in anyone who would oppose its rule.

Myanmar has been in social and political turmoil since last year’s coup and has slipped into
a situation that some UN experts are already describing as a civil war. The regime has so far
killed more than 2,000 people simply for rejecting military rule in their country. Backed by
popular support, anti-regime armed resistance has mushroomed into a rebellion on a scale
the country has not seen since its independence in 1948.

Many have warned that the executions of Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw and Ko Jimmy, and that of the
other activists on death row would escalate the ongoing popular resistance against the junta
and bring about all-out war.

“He always does what he thinks is right. Nothing can stop him from his pro-democracy
activism. People like him and Ko Jimmy aren’t afraid of its [the junta’s] cruelty,” Ma Thazin
Nyunt Aung, the wife of Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw, told The Irrawaddy last month.

Ko Jimmy is survived by a 15-year-old daughter and his wife, Ma Nilar Thein, who was
herself an 88 Generation Students leader. Ma Nilar Thein is in hiding for her anti-junta
activism.

Ma Nilar Thein said in an interview with Radio Free Asia that “The junta will bear full
responsibility if my husband is executed.”

Since last year’s coup, the military regime has handed down death sentences to 113 people
for their roles in the armed resistance against the junta.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-hangs-two-leading-democracy-
activists.html

Executed Myanmar Democracy Activist’s Mother Recalls Last Meeting
By THE IRRAWADDY | 25 July 2022

When she spoke to her son Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw on Friday evening at Yangon’s Insein Prison
via video link, Daw Khin Win Tin did not think it was the last time she would see him.
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At the time she was glad as she saw her son for the first time since his arrest in November.

In January Myanmar’s junta gave him a death sentence along with pro-democracy
campaigner Ko Jimmy and two others for alleged armed resistance to military rule.

Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw, 41, a former two-term lawmaker from the National League for
Democracy, was hanged in the prison on Saturday, without Daw Khin Win Tin’s knowledge.

The 76-year-old tells The Irrawaddy that she has been refused her son’s body for a funeral.
No warning for the family

This morning friends told me about reports in the newspapers. | went to the prison and the
guards told me it was true. | said | would not leave the prison until my son’s execution was
confirmed.

The prison authorities confirmed it. When | met him on Friday, the authorities said they
would proceed as the regime courts have twice rejected a pardon. | asked if that means he
would be executed soon and they said prison procedures meant they would inform us in
advance. | asked why they did not say on Friday it was our last meeting.

No body for the funeral

| asked to collect his body but they refused because of prison procedures. | asked for his
ashes but they also refused. | asked when he was executed so that | could perform a
Buddhist funeral rite. They only said during the weekend.

Last meeting

When | met him on Friday evening at the prison via video | told him that | was happy as he
seemed fine and in good health. He said he did not know when we could meet again and
asked me to bring him books, dictionaries and reading glasses.

He asked me to leave money with the guards.

| thought he had time before the execution. | had no chance to say goodbye. | am proud
that he sacrificed his life. | want to collect his body or ashes for a mausoleum.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/in-person/interview/executed-myanmar-democracy-activists-
mother-recalls-last-meeting.html

Interview: Families of executed Myanmar activists press for return of remains

The widow of Ko Jimmy and mother of Phyo Zeya Thaw describe their final meetings with
the condemned men.

By Khin Maung Soe and RFA Burmese | 2022.07.25

Hours after the terse announcement by Myanmar state media on Monday of the
execution of veteran democracy activist Ko Jimmy, former National League for Democracy
lawmaker Phyo Zeya Thaw and two other activists, RFA Burmese spoke to Nilar Thein, Ko

Page 6 of 77


https://www.irrawaddy.com/in-person/interview/executed-myanmar-democracy-activists-mother-recalls-last-meeting.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/in-person/interview/executed-myanmar-democracy-activists-mother-recalls-last-meeting.html
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/prominent-democracy-activist-among-four-prisoners-executed-by-myanmar-junta-07242022210957.html

Jimmy’s widow, and Phyo Zeya Thaw’s mother, Khin Win May, about their final
interactions Friday with their condemned loved ones.

Nilar Thein and husband Ko Jimmy, in photo shared on
her Facebook page. Nilar Thein

RFA: What have you heard about Ko Jimmy?

Nilar Thein: The deputy warden notified us that the
execution had been carried out. When | asked for the
return of his body, he said the prison laws do not
permit such requests.

RFA: What do you want to say about this?

Nilar Thein: The entire population of our country is facing arbitrary arrests and all kinds
of violence and repression. | would say the execution of four people including my
husband and Phyo Zeya Thaw was blatant murder. As | have said in the past, they will
have to pay one day for each and every crime or whatever they have done. | didn’t say
that without a reason. One day, the perpetrators will meet the fate and punishment they
deserve for the actions they have committed. Another thing is my husband Ko Jimmy
stood by his commitment and loyalty to the people until his last breath. He has written a
good record for himself and he will never die in our hearts. He will forever live in our
hearts, in the hearts of all the people, as a hero.

>> Execution of democracy icons shows Myanmar junta is desperate to exert control

RFA: What plans does your family have now following this execution?

Nilar Thein: We are not holding a funeral for him because we do not accept their actions
(of the junta). There is no plan for a funeral.

RFA: Did you receive any responses from the international community?

Nilar Thein: The EU Ambassador, the former U.S. Ambassador Derek Mitchell and some
other ambassadors have contacted me. | explained to them about the latest situation up
to the confirmation of the Prisons Department. It is stated in the prison manual that the
body of the person who receives the death sentence has to be returned to the family.
Only in cases when the family cannot be contacted do they take care of the body. | am
now trying all steps necessary to get back the body.

RFA: Did they say anything about the possible execution when you met him on Friday?

Nilar Thein: We learned that the deputy warden had said things would be done in
accordance with the prison manual, but when it would be carried out was not known yet.
When we talked on Friday, Ko Jimmy asked me to deposit some money (to buy
provisions) and the prison officials said the money could be deposited on Monday. And
this morning when we went to the prison, we heard the news.

RFA: What did you talk about at the meeting on Friday?
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Nilar Thein: He said his health was good and that we don’t need to worry about him over
whatever we heard from the outside. He told us to take care of our health. He said he
had the Dharma in his heart.

The photo of PYT with his mom was taken
December 2015. Credit: Phyo Zeya Thaw

'I'm really proud of my son'

RFA: We heard this morning that you went to
Insein Prison and asked about your son Phyo
Zeya Thaw’s case. What did you learn there?

) Khin Win May: | went there only this morning
when the news came out. | wanted to know for sure what the truth was. | actually had a
plan to go and deposit some money for him today in Insein. When | met him on Friday, |
didn't have time to make a deposit and planned to do it today, Monday. First at the
prison gate, | asked them if it was true as published in the news and they said yes, just
like in the newspapers. What was written in the newspapers was not clear. | wanted to
know if it was really true, on what day and when it was carried out exactly.

We are not atheists. We need to do our funeral rites, according to the Buddhist tradition.
At first, they just said it was like in the newspapers and refused to let me in. Later on, |
insisted that | wanted to see the responsible officials. | told them | wanted the details and
only then they let me see the official.

RFA: What did the official tell you? How did he explain it to you?

Khin Win May: | asked him if it was true my son had been executed and he said yes. In
fact, the family was allowed to see him on Friday and | was so happy to see him hoping
the path is clear (for the future). It was the first time (since the arrest). | told the official
that | really welcomed the meeting, that | was so happy to see him bright and cheerful
and healthy, and that | had no idea that day the execution would take place. And the
Insein Prison authorities read out to me the prison procedures. When Ko Jimmy and my
son were first sent to prison, they submitted appeals to the State Administration Council.
They sent the appeals twice and were rejected both times. And now the authorities were
reading out all the prison procedures.

So | asked him if the death sentence were to be carried out when he said things would be
done according to prison procedures. And he said he couldn’t say that exactly. But he said
he would let us know in accordance with the rules of the prison which day or when it
were to be carried out. If | only knew it that day, I'd understand that would be the last
time we saw each other. My son didn’t know that it was our last meeting either. He even
asked me to bring some personal things on my next visit.

RFA: So was it confirmation that the death sentence had been carried out?

Khin Win May: Yes, of course. | asked if it was true, on what day did the execution take
place? When was it carried out? Because we have to do the Buddhist funeral rites and
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rituals. And he told me to just assume it was one of the two days, Saturday or Sunday.
And | said | need to know which day it was actually done. He should be telling me it was
on Saturday or on Sunday, and when and what time they did it. But he kept on saying we
should just make a guess. Then | asked about the body. He said they don’t usually return
the body. If that's the case, can | get his ashes, | asked. | want to inter his body, if
possible. And to that he also said no.

RFA: As a mother, what do you want to say about losing a son like this?

Khin Win May: My son was not a thief or a thug. | am proud of him for giving his life for
the country. I'm really proud of my son. If | could get his ashes or remains, | would like to
make a tomb for him and then put an inscription on it.

RFA: Since you haven’t received any photographs or evidence that he has been
executed, what would you like to ask from the responsible people?

Khin Win May: I’'m not going to ask for anything. It’s my karma. My son had to die
because he was fated for time, for this day. | will be 76 years old soon. | will only have to
work for a better life (after this one), right? I’'m not going to do anything. | send my love
to all living beings. | pray on my son's behalf that all the people of Myanmar and all the
people of the world will be healthy and safe.

Translated by Khin Maung Nyane.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/executions-interviews-07252022155614.html

Myanmar Junta’s Executions ‘Unforgivable’
By THE IRRAWADDY | 25 July 2022

The Myanmar regime has once again delivered an affront to the entire population, with the
executions of four democracy activists: veteran pro-democracy campaigner Ko Jimmy,
former National League for Democracy lawmaker Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw, Ko Hla Myo Aung and
Ko Aung Thura Zaw.

Never missing an opportunity to show inhumanity to its opponents, the junta hanged the
activists on Saturday without giving any prior notice to their families, then refused to
release the bodies so that funerals could be held. In shock and denied physical evidence,
some of the victims’ relatives have been unable to accept the reality of the executions.

The previous affront to the country came in February last year with the military coup. The
nation of 54 million people wholeheartedly rejected the takeover, initially by staging
peaceful protests and then by launching the ongoing armed struggle against the regime.
More than one year on, the junta is still struggling to control the country, humiliated in the
eyes of the world as masters of a failed coup.

Then came the hangings.
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The regime’s Saturday executions were nothing but a blatant violation of the victims’ right
to life, liberty and security. For the majority of Myanmar’s people, who have been suffering
under the boot of the military regime, the hangings will be viewed as unforgivable. More
than that, they will serve as the latest push factor increasing the people’s determination to
topple the regime by any means and accelerating the armed resistance against it. The
hangings will simply spur those waging the armed struggle against the regime to intensify
their efforts.

It is now clearer than ever that Myanmar is on the road to more bloodshed.

Internationally, the hangings were intended as a show of defiance by the junta to all those
who dream of a just peace in Myanmar, which has been devastated by conflict since the
coup last year.

Since the junta vowed in June to carry out the hangings, the world had followed the four
activists’ cases with concern, urging the regime not to execute the men. Junta ally China
reportedly asked the regime not to proceed with the executions, as did Japan. Cambodia,
which currently holds the rotating chair of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN), of which Myanmar is a member, asked junta chief Min Aung Hlaing to reconsider
the decision, saying the executions could cause “great concern among the members of the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations and its external partners.”

With the hangings of the activists at Yangon’s Insein Prison on Saturday, however, the junta
has made plain to the international community that it doesn’t give a fig what anyone in the
outside world has to say.

For the West, especially the US, the executions should serve as a wakeup call that it is time
for a harsher, more proactive approach, for real steps to punish the regime, and time to
stop hiding behind the toothless ASEAN. After wasting more than a year supporting the
bloc’s failed peace plan for Myanmar, it’s time they review their Myanmar policies—rather
than simply continuing to impose sanctions and arms embargos against the regime—and
provide practical assistance to the Myanmar people’s ongoing war against the junta.

On Saturday, Myanmar lost four more sons to the brutal regime, which knows nothing but
killing. Lest you forget, more than 2,000 others have already been killed by the junta.
Myanmar’s people are sick of your condolences for those who have been killed, and your
condemnation of the regime on Facebook.

If the world don’t want to see more violence and bloodshed in Myanmar, please act—and
act now.

For Myanmar’s people, there can be no turning away from the fight, as long as these
inhumane old boys in uniform are in power.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/editorial/myanmar-juntas-executions-
unforgivable.html
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Myanmar Regime’s Execution of Democracy Activists Condemned at Home and Abroad
By THE IRRAWADDY | 25 July 2022

Condemnation and outrage at the Myanmar junta’s execution of four anti-coup activists has
poured in from both home and abroad in the hours since the military regime announced
that it had carried out the hangings of veteran democracy activist Ko Jimmy, former
National league for Democracy lawmaker Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw, Ko Aung Thura Zaw and Ko
Hla Myo Aung. It was the first time in four decades that political dissidents have been
executed in Myanmar.

Despite international appeals for mercy and restraint, the junta went ahead with the
executions. An announcement published in Monday’s newspapers stated that “the
punishment has been carried out” against the four men for masterminding and being
involved in armed resistance and other anti-regime activities.

The executions were carried out on Saturday, according to sources, one day after relatives
of the victims had a video call with them. However, the sources said that the families were
not notified that it would be their last meeting before they were executed. Below are some
of the initial responses to the news of the hangings.

Tom Andrews, United Nations (UN) Special Rapporteur on the Situation of Human Rights
in Myanmar

“I’'m outraged and devastated at the news of the junta’s execution of Myanmar patriots and
champions of human rights and democracy. My heart goes out to their families, friends and
loved ones and indeed all the people of Myanmar who are victims of the junta’s escalating
atrocities. These individuals were tried, convicted, and sentenced by a military tribunal
without the right of appeal and reportedly without legal counsel, in violation of
international human rights law.....UN Member States must honor their lives by making this
depraved act a turning point for the world’s response to this crisis.”

United League of Arakan, a political wing of ethnic armed organization the Arakan Army

“We are deeply sad and angry at the news of the junta’s execution of the four detainees,
along with their families and the entire people of Myanmar, as well as concerned for the
country’s future and for the prospect of peace. This act has clearly destroyed all the efforts
by the International community, neighboring countries and ASEAN (Association of Southeast
Asian Nations) member states towards peace and reconciliation.....\We see this stupid act of
executing the detainees by the State Administration Council, despite the international
community’s calls for restraint, as a challenge to the unbowed spirits of the entire people.
The executions will only attract braver heroes to contribute to the revolution.”

General Gun Maw, vice Chair of the Kachin Independence Army

“If it true, | would say it is stupidity.....Even those who want to seek justification to forgive
them [the junta] will now draw back.”

U Yee Mon, defense minister of the National Unity Government
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“The revolution won’t be over until coup leader Min Aung Hlaing faces justice. There
shouldn’t be an inch of ground for him to run to, as we will follow him to the end of the
world.”

United States Embassy

“We condemn the military regime’s execution of pro-democracy leaders and elected
officials for exercising their fundamental freedoms. We join the people of Myanmar in
mourning the loss of Ko Jimmy, Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw, Hla Myo Aung and Aung Thura Zaw.”

Duwa Lashi La, acting President of the National Unity Government

“Extremely saddened and outraged to read the news of the execution of four democracy
activists including Ko Jimmy and Ko Phyo Zayar Thaw. UN, ASEAN and international actors
must take action against the murderous junta.”

Justice for Myanmar

"The shocking executions of Phyo Zeya Thaw, Ko Jimmy, Hla Myo Aung and Aung Thura Zaw
are crimes against humanity and war crimes. All perpetrators from Min Aung Hlaing down
must be held accountable for these brazen acts of cruelty.”

Amnesty International Asia-Pacific Director Erwin van der Borght

“These executions amount to arbitrary deprivation of lives and are another example of
Myanmar’s atrocious human rights record. The four men were convicted by a military court
in highly secretive and deeply unfair trials. The international community must act
immediately as more than 100 people are believed to be on death row after being convicted
in similar proceedings.....For more than a year now, Myanmar’s military authorities have
engaged in extrajudicial killings, torture and a whole gamut of human rights violations. The
military will only continue to trample on people’s lives if they are not held accountable.”

Human Rights Watch acting Asia Director Elaine Pearson

“The Myanmar junta’s execution of four men was an act of utter cruelty. These executions,
including of activist Ko Jimmy and opposition lawmaker Phyo Zeya Thaw, followed grossly
unjust and politically motivated military trials. This horrific news was compounded by the
junta’s failure to notify the men’s families, who learned about the executions through the
junta’s media reports. The junta’s barbarity and callous disregard for human life aims to chill
the anti-coup protest movement. European Union member states, the United States, and
other governments should show the junta that there will be a reckoning for its crimes. They
should demand immediate measures, including the release of all political prisoners, and let
the junta know the atrocities it commits have consequences.”

U Moe Zaw Oo, Deputy foreign minister of National Unity Government

“The regime have committed an ‘unforgivable’ act, for which there will be serious
consequences.The junta will have to pay the legal price. The executions have made us more
determined to topple the regime.”
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U Bo Kyi, Joint Secretary of Assistance Association for Political Prisoners”

If they executed the four, it is a crime, Min Aung Hlaing committed murder. The junta is
illegal, unelected by the people, they have no right to execute”.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-regimes-execution-of-democracy-
activists-condemned-at-home-and-abroad.html

Myanmar Executes Four Democracy Activists, UN Rights Expert 'Outraged’

| Reuters

FILE - Phyo Zeya Thaw arrives at the Myanmar
parliament in Naypyitaw, Myanmar, Aug. 19,
2015. Military authorities have executed four
democracy activists, including the former
lawmaker, accused of helping carry out "terror
acts."

] ; Myanmar's military authorities have executed
four democracy activists accused of helping carry out "terror acts," state media said on
Monday, the Southeast Asian nation's first executions in decades.

Sentenced to death in January during a closed-door trial, the four men had been accused of
helping militias to fight the army that seized power in a coup last year and unleashed a
bloody crackdown on its opponents.

Myanmar's National Unity Government (NUG), a shadow administration outlawed by the
ruling military junta, condemned the reported executions.

"Extremely saddened...condemn the junta's cruelty with strongest terms if it's the case," the
NUG president’s office spokesman Kyaw Zaw told Reuters via message.

"The global community must punish their cruelty."

Among those executed were democracy figure Kyaw Min Yu, better known as Jimmy, and
former lawmaker and hip-hop artist Phyo Zeya Thaw, the Global New Light of
Myanmar newspaper said.

FILE - Kyaw Min Yu, a pro-democracy activist talks to
journalists as he arrives at Yangon airport welcomed
by his wife Nilar Thein, background, also an activist
and his daughter after being released from a prison
onJan. 13, 2012, in Yangon, Myanmar.

Kyaw Min Yu, 53, and Phyo Zeya Thaw, a 41-year-old
ally of ousted Myanmar leader Aung San Suu Kyi,
lost their appeals against the sentences in June. The
two others executed were Hla Myo Aung and Aung Thura Zaw.
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"I am outraged and devastated at the news of the junta's execution of Myanmar patriots
and champions of human rights and democracy," Tom Andrews, the U.N. special rapporteur
on human rights in Myanmar, said in a statement.

"My heart goes out to their families, friends and loved ones and indeed all the people in
Myanmar who are victims of the junta's escalating atrocities," said rights expert Andrews.
"These depraved acts must be a turning point for the international community."

Thazin Nyunt Aung, the wife of Phyo Zeyar Thaw, said she had not been told of her
husband's execution. Other relatives could not immediately be reached for comment.

The men had been held in the colonial-era Insein prison and a person with knowledge of the
events said their families visited the prison last Friday. Only one relative was allowed to
speak to the detainees via the Zoom online platform, said the person.

The four had been charged under the counter-terrorism law and the penal code and the
punishment was carried out according to prison procedure, the paper said, without
elaborating.

Previous executions in Myanmar have been by hanging.

An activist group, the Assistance Association of Political Prisoners (AAPP), said Myanmar's
last judicial executions were in the late 1980s.

A military spokesman did not immediately respond to telephone calls to seek comment.

This combination photo created on June 3, 2022
shows undated handout photographs released by
Myanmar's Military Information Team of
democracy activist Kyaw Min Yu, (L) and former
lawmaker Maung Kyaw, who also goes by the
name Phyo Zeya Thaw.

International condemnation

Last month military spokesman Zaw Min Tun
defended the death penalty, saying it was justified and used in many countries.

"At least 50 innocent civilians, excluding security forces, died because of them," he told a
televised news conference.

"How can you say this is not justice?" he asked. "Required actions are needed to be done in
the required moments."

The sentences had drawn international condemnation, with two U.N. experts calling them a
"vile attempt at instilling fear" among the people.

Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen, chair of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN), appealed in a letter in June to junta leader Min Aung Hlaing not to carry out the
executions, relaying deep concern among Myanmar's neighbors.
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Myanmar's ruling junta has condemned foreign statements about the execution orders as
"reckless and interfering."

Myanmar has been in chaos since last year's coup, with conflict spreading nationwide after
the army crushed mostly peaceful protests in cities.

"These horrendous executions were murders. They're a part of the junta's ongoing crimes
against humanity and attack on the civilian population," Matthew Smith, head of Southeast
Asia's Fortify Rights, told Reuters.

"The junta would be completely wrong to think this would instill fear in the hearts of the
revolution."

The AAPP says more than 2,100 people have been killed by the security forces since the
coup, but the junta says the figure is exaggerated.

The true picture of violence has been hard to assess as clashes have spread to more remote
areas where ethnic minority insurgent groups are also fighting the military.

Last Friday, the World Court rejected Myanmar's objections to a genocide case over its
treatment of the Muslim Rohingya minority, paving the way for the case to be heard in full.

The latest executions close off any chance of ending the unrest in the country, said
Myanmar analyst Richard Horsey, of the International CRISIS group.

"Any possibility of dialogue to end the crisis created by the coup has now been removed,"
Horsey told Reuters.

"This is the regime demonstrating that it will do what it wants and listen to no one. It sees
this as a demonstration of strength, but it may be a serious miscalculation."

https://www.voanews.com/a/myanmar-junta-executes-four-democracy-activists-says-
state-media-/6672379.html

US: 'All Options on Table' to Punish Myanmar Junta Over Executions

Nike Ching

People protest in the wake of executions, in
Yangon, Myanmar, July 25, 2022 in this screen
grab obtained from a social media video. (Lu
Nge Khit/via Reuters)

WASHINGTON — The United States on Monday
condemned Myanmar's execution of political
activists and elected officials and called on the
military government to immediately end the violence.

U.S. officials said that "all options are on the table," including economic measures to cut off
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the military junta's revenues that it uses to commit the violence.

Myanmar state media said the Southeast Asian country executed four democracy activists it
had accused of helping carry out "terror acts" against the government that seized power last
year in a coup. The four had been sentenced to death in closed-door trials in January and
April.

Those executed were democracy figure Kyaw Min Yu, better known as Ko Jimmy; former
lawmaker and hip-hop artist Phyo Zeya Thaw, an ally of ousted Myanmar leader Aung San
Suu Kyi; and two others, Hla Myo Aung and Aung Thura Zaw.

"The United States condemns in the strongest terms the Burmese military regime's heinous
execution of pro-democracy activists and elected leaders," the White House National
Security Council said in a statement. Myanmar is also known as Burma.

The U.S. called on Myanmar's rulers to "release those they have unjustly detained and allow
for a peaceful return to democracy in accordance with the wishes of the people of Burma."

At the State Department, U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken said that "these
reprehensible acts of violence further exemplify the regime's complete disregard for human
rights and the rule of law."

Myanmar remains mired in civil unrest since a military coup toppled the country's civilian-
led government in February 2021.

The junta has killed more than 2,100, displaced more than 700,000, and detained members
of civil society and journalists since the coup, the State Department said.

"There can be no business as usual with this regime," State Department spokesperson Ned
Price said during Monday's briefing.

"We urge all countries to ban the sale of military equipment to Burma, to refrain from
lending the regime any degree of international credibility, and we call on ASEAN
[Association of Southeast Asian Nations] to maintain its important precedents, only allowing
Burmese nonpolitical representation at regional events."

In the U.S. Congress, Senate Committee on Foreign Relations Chair Bob Menendez urged
President Joe Biden's administration to step up actions against the junta after the
executions over the weekend, which were the first such executions in Burma since 1988.

"The Biden administration must exercise the authorities that Congress has already granted it

to impose additional targeted sanctions on the Naypyidaw regime—including on Myanma
Oil and Gas Enterprise," Menendez said.
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China is among the major suppliers to the Myanmar military and has maintained close ties
with the junta. In Beijing, Chinese officials refrained from condemning the Burmese military
publicly.

"China always adheres to the principle of noninterference in other countries' internal
affairs," said Zhao Lijian, China's Foreign Ministry spokesperson, during a Monday briefing.

"All parties and factions in Myanmar should properly handle their differences and conflicts
within the framework of the constitution and laws," Zhao said.

This combination photo created on June 3, 2022
shows undated handout photographs released
by Myanmar's Military Information Team of
democracy activist Kyaw Min Yu, left, and
former lawmaker Maung Kyaw, who also goes
by the name Phyo Zeya Thaw.

Burmese that she had been abIe to meet her son virtually on Friday.

She said that prison authorities had refused to provide details about her son's execution,
including the exact day and time of her son's death, which are critical in planning for
traditional funeral rituals. Prison officials also told her there was no precedent in Insein
Prison of returning bodies to families.

The executions appeared to be a direct rebuke of ASEAN members' appeals.

In a June letter to the junta, Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen, who chairs this year's
ASEAN, had expressed deep concerns and asked junta chief Min Aung Hlaing not to carry
out the executions.

Others, including Malaysian lawmaker Charles Santiago, chair of the ASEAN
Parliamentarians for Human Rights, also weighed in.

"Not even the previous military regime, which ruled between 1988 and 2011, dared to carry
out the death penalty against political prisoners," Santiago said.

The United Nations was among numerous critics of the executions.

"I am dismayed that despite appeals from across the world, the military conducted these
executions with no regard for human rights," U.N. human rights chief Michelle Bachelet
said. "This cruel and regressive step is an extension of the military's ongoing repressive
campaign against its own people."

She added: "These executions—the first in Myanmar in decades—are cruel violations of the
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rights to life, liberty and security of a person and fair trial guarantees. For the military to
widen its killing will only deepen its entanglement in the crisis it has itself created."

Myanmar's National Unity Government, a shadow administration outlawed by the ruling
military junta, said it was "extremely saddened. ... The global community must punish their
cruelty."

Japanese Foreign Minister Yoshimasa Hayashi said, "This goes against our repeated calls for
all detainees to be freed. It also will sharpen the feelings of the [Myanmar] people and
worsen the conflict as well as deepening Myanmar's isolation from the international
community. It is a matter of deep concern."

Richard Horsey, a senior adviser on Myanmar at the International Crisis Group, said, "Any
possibility of dialogue to end the crisis created by the coup has now been removed. This is
the regime demonstrating that it will do what it wants and listen to no one. It sees this as a
demonstration of strength, but it may be a serious miscalculation."

Amnesty International Regional Director Erwin van der Borght said the "executions amount
to arbitrary deprivation of lives and are another example of Myanmar's atrocious human
rights record. ... The international community must act immediately, as more than 100
people are believed to be on death row after being convicted in similar proceedings."

Margaret Besheer, VOA Burma and Reuters contributed to this report.

https://www.voanews.com/a/us-all-options-on-table-to-punish-myanmar-junta-over-
executions-/6673458.html

Executions bring Myanmar closer to the edge of the abyss

By killing two men who long sought peace and compromise, Myanmar’s junta has shown
that it is the sworn enemy of both.

Myanmar Now | Published on Jul 25, 2022

Ko Jimmy, who the military junta executed over
the weekend, is seen talking to State Counsellor
Aung San Suu Kyi at a political event in Yangon in
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Myanmar is a nation ruled by murderers. There is
no other way to describe a regime that uses

3

® - M8 snipers to shoot protesters in the head and
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< A airstrikes and ground attacks to wipe out entire
villages; that tortures prisoners to death and kills at will as it rampages through resistance
strongholds. This is a regime willing to spill any amount of blood to stay in power.
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But even in a country that has lived under the spectre of this homicidal rage for nearly a
year and a half, many were stunned by the news on Monday that four political prisoners,
including veteran activist Ko Jimmy and former MP Phyo Zayar Thaw, had been executed
inside Yangon’s Insein Prison.

It is one of the great ironies of Myanmar’s recent political history that it has been decades
since the death penalty was last carried out in the country. For whatever reason, the
dictatorship that seized power in 1988 —the year of the last great uprising against military
rule—refrained from executing any of its imprisoned opponents, even as it persecuted them
remorselessly.

But this is not to suggest that the previous junta was any less brutal than the current one. It,
too, killed thousands in the initial bloodbath that inaugurated its rule, and would go on to
kill many more whenever it felt the need to assert its control.

As part of the generation that came of age fighting against that regime, Ko Jimmy, or Kyaw
Min Yu as he was also known, had no illusions about what it was capable of. Despite his
commitment to peaceful resistance, he spent a total of nearly two decades behind bars
during its reign.

At 53, he was a dozen years older than Phyo Zayar Thaw, an acclaimed hip hop artist who
went on to enter politics as an MP for the National League for Democracy. Despite the
difference in their ages, however, both men belonged to an era when it still seemed
possible to prevail against injustice through persistence and a passion for truth and
creativity. (During his time in prison, Ko Jimmy penned a novel and short stories, and later
published a best-selling self-help book.)

But that era ended abruptly last year when the military, using the playbook of its
predecessors, unleashed hell on those who dared to challenge its right to rule. After weeks
of steady escalation, it marked its first Armed Forces Day—or Anti-Fascist Resistance Day, as
it is called by opponents of the regime—back in power by slaughtering hundreds of
protesters around the country. Outraged, many took up arms, fighting with primitive
weapons against an army that has long consumed much of Myanmar’s wealth.

And so Ko Jimmy and Phyo Zayar Thaw found themselves facing a new reality, one that was
even darker than that of the past. Violence, long eschewed by both, was now a part of both
sides of the equation.

While we may never know the truth about their involvement in the armed resistance, we do
know that they were captured late last year and accused of plotting guerrilla attacks. Then,
after a perfunctory trial by a military tribunal, they were summarily sentenced to death.

By executing two other men, Hla Myo Aung and Aung Thura Zaw, who had been convicted
of murder for killing suspected military informants, on the same day as Ko Jimmy and Phyo
Zayar Thaw, the regime may have wished to portray them all as the worst sort of common
criminals—the sort that has no regard for human life.
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The simple fact of the matter, however, is that while the junta no longer has a monopoly on
violence, there can be no false equivalence: its crimes far surpass any that it accuses its
opponents of committing. And by killing men who had long sought peace and compromise,
it has demonstrated, once again, that it is the sworn enemy of both.

By taking this step, the regime has only deepened Myanmar’s isolation at a time when its
people are struggling to emerge from mounting social and economic hardships. This, too,
will cost countless lives.

Since seizing power, the military has pushed the country ever closer to the edge of collapse.
With its announcement that it has crossed a new threshold in its steady advance toward
total barbarism, it has signalled that Myanmar’s descent into the darkness is far from over.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/executions-bring-myanmar-closer-to-the-edge-
of-the-abyss

Execution of democracy icons shows Myanmar junta is desperate to exert control
Military resorts to rare judicial executions, pointing to its weakness as conflict spreads
A commentary by Zachary Abuza | 2022.07.25

The National Unity Government and affiliated ethnic
resistance organizations now claim to control roughly
50 percent of Myanmar. Here, members of the
Karenni Nationalities Defense Force and Karenni Army
man at a checkpoint near Demoso, in Myanmar's
eastern Kayah state, Oct. 19, 2021. AFP

Why would Myanmar’s junta risk fueling more anger

at home and outrage abroad through its execution on Monday of four activists, including

two icons of the democracy movement? The answer might be found in its failing fortunes
on the battlefield amid a deepening civil war.

Myanmar state media announced Monday the execution of Ko Jimmy, a veteran activist
since the 1988 uprising against military rule, and Phyo Zeya Thaw, a popular rap artist
turned politician. Two other lesser-known activists were also put to death.

The four had been arrested for their anti-junta activism and violating the counter-
terrorism law. In January, the four were accused of helping carry out "terror acts" and
sentenced to death, despite the fact that Myanmar had not carried out a judicial
execution in over 30 years.

>> |Interview: Families of executed Myanmar activists press for return of remains

Many had thought that that the death sentences were a ploy. The junta, it was assumed,
would not risk the diplomatic backlash and popular protest that are likely to ensue. This
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was a card to be played diplomatically at the right time in a bid to gain international
legitimacy — possibly by commuting the death sentences to win credit.

Besides, if the junta has had any success since its February 2021 coup, it’s been on the
diplomatic front. Why would it jeopardize the fact that no government has cut off ties?

Considering that some 50 people that had died in military custody since the coup,
according to the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners, the military had ample
time and opportunity to kill the four.

So why now? There can only be one answer.

In the past, the Myanmar military, led by Snr. Gen.

Min Aung Hlaing, has been able to do what it wants
because the population has been terrified of them.
Credit: AFP

The junta is losing on the battlefield. And thus they
need to show that they are in total control. They have
o = toshow that they are not afraid of international or
domestic repercussions from this act; that they are strong enough to withstand that
pressure.

Myanmar’s military is spread dangerously thin. They are fighting a multifront war across
the country. They are fighting well-trained and well-armed ethnic resistance
organizations (EROs) such as the Kachin Independence Army and the Karen National
Liberation Army, both of whom are allied with the opposition National Unity Government
(NUG).

The NUG itself has some 275 People’s Defense Forces (PDFs) spread throughout the
country. Though they have limited resources and armaments, they have succeeded in
capturing vast quantities of weaponry, and are now starting to manufacture their own
armaments and ammunition. The NUG and affiliated EROs now claim to control roughly
50% of the country.

And things might get a lot worse for the military, which is on the verge of renewing
hostilities against the Arakan Army, with which it has had a tenuous ceasefire since
November 2020 after two years of bitter fighting in western Rakhine State. The AA has
not joined the NUG, but has used the time since the coup to enhance its political and
economic autonomy. For many in the military, this has gone too far and the AA needs to
be put in its place.

But over 3,000 members of the army have defected to the NUG, despite the multitude of
coercive instruments that it wields to deter them. The number of desertions is unknown.
The military is estimated to have taken around 15% casualties, and recruitment is proving
to be a challenge. Even the elite Defense Service Academy, once considered the most
prestigious school in the country and avenue for upward social mobility, cannot fill their
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seats. The military has stepped up forced conscription and is using collective punishment
to target family members of people who have joined the PDFs.

At the same time, the military's budget is severely constrained due to their economic
mismanagement. The Myanmar currency, the kyat, has plunged, prompting junta
authorities to impose more currency controls. There is a net loss of foreign investment,
with little new coming in, except from China. Exports are down dramatically. The banking
system is teetering. The World Bank just announced that an estimated 40% of the
population is now living under the poverty line.

Street vendors wait for customers March 3, 2022,
during one of the frequent power outages in Yangon,
Myanmar. Economic mismanagement has hamstrung
the military’s budget. Credit: AFP

So what will be the impact of the executions? Since
the coup, citizens across the country have protested
military rule on a daily basis — resorting to wildcat
demonstrations after the bloody crackdown on mass
protests that initially greeted the coup. And now, notwithstanding the risk of deadly force,
there is another compelling reason to protest the dictatorship.

Historically, the military has been able to act with total impunity because the population
has been terrified of them. They get away with things because, since 1962, they’ve been
able to cow the population into submission.

The problem for them is that for the first time, the population of Myanmar refuses to be
intimidated. After a taste of democracy and after enjoying a period of media freedom,
diplomatic openness, engagement with the international world, and an open internet,
the population refuses to accept the military’s usurpation of power.

In the international realm, the executions may galvanize stronger diplomatic action by
foreign governments. It could move the needle and get some European states and
Australia to take a tougher stance against the junta. Japan and South Korea, however, are
unlikely to change course, though even Tokyo condemned the executions.

Meanwhile the NUG, which is seeking formal diplomatic recognition, is sure to use the
executions to further delegitimize the military regime and bolster its own international
standing.

So for a military that is losing on the battlefield and that has no legitimacy, and is
desperate to prove that it is in charge, the executions were ultimately an act of weakness
and desperation. The junta executed four men without knowing what their action may
unleash in the coming months.

This matters for one other reason. Since the coup, there’s been little outpouring of
support for ousted civilian leader Aung San Suu Kyi who had defended the military
against accusations of genocide of the Rohingya minority before the International
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Criminal Court. And these protracted conflicts really need martyrs. In Ko Jimmy and Phyo
Zeya Thaw, the junta has created two tailor-made and beloved martyrs that both the
international community and domestic population can rally behind.

B A banner hanging on the new Dawbon Bridge

(New Thaketa Bridge) in Yangon, Myanmar, on
Monday reads, “Prepare to pay blood debt.”
Credit: Yangon Democratic Youths striker

Zachary Abuza is a professor at the National

, : War College in Washington and an adjunct at
» M%M Georgetown University. The views expressed

here are his own and do not reflect the position of the U.S. Department of Defense, the
National War College, Georgetown University or RFA.

https://www.rfa.org/english/commentaries/myanmar-executions-07252022125503.html

Protests break out inside Insein Prison following activists’ execution

Several people were beaten and isolated in the subsequent crackdown, inside sources say

Ko Cho | Published on Jul 25, 2022

The blockaded entrance to Insein Prison,
photographed on the morning of July 25 (Myanmar
Now)

Inmates in Insein Prison launched a protest on
Monday morning in response to a junta
announcement that four political prisoners who had
been held in the Yangon jail were executed over the
weekend.

Several people who took part in the uprising were physically assaulted by prison authorities
and around 15 were put in cells separate from the general population, according to a source
close to the affected prisoners.

“l heard that the protesters were dragged out of their accommodation and beaten,” he said,
adding that soldiers had been deployed to the prison and that the abuse had been overseen
by a military officer.

The source told Myanmar Now that the junta had cut off all outside communication with
staff inside Insein after information leaked about the covert Saturday execution of pro-

democracy activist Ko Jimmy and former National League for Democracy MP Phyo Zayar
Thaw, as well as two additional death row prisoners, Hla Myo Aung and Aung Thura Zaw.

“l am not sure if they are going to put the prison on lockdown to prevent the protest from
spreading throughout the jail,” the source said.
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Another source with ties to the prison said the soldiers had come to question inmates and
staff regarding the information leak, and that the demonstrations began once they arrived
and began interrogations.

Myanmar Now tried to contact the junta’s Prisons Department regarding the situation
unfolding inside Insein, but the calls went unanswered.

A junta mouthpiece reported the news of the executions on Monday, only stating that “the
punishment [was] conducted under the prison’s procedures.”

Longtime activists Ko Jimmy and Phyo Zayar Thaw were sentenced to death in January for
allegedly plotting to carry out attacks on regime targets, and had been in military custody
since being arrested late last year. Hla Myo Aung and Aung Thura Zaw were handed the
same sentence by a military tribunal in Yangon for allegedly murdering military informants.

Family members of the victims were reportedly told by prison authorities that none of the
four bodies would be returned to them.

According to figures released by the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners on July 22,
a total of 117 people have been sentenced to death by military tribunals since last year’s
coup, including 41 who were sentenced in absentia and two who are children under age 18.

Authorities in Insein have been accused of carrying out frequent brutal beatings in response
to prisoners’ protests, including on Martyrs’ Day, commemorated on July 19, when inmates
asked to be provided with the opportunity to pay respect to fallen activists.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/protests-break-out-inside-insein-prison-
following-activists-execution

Myanmar junta set to meet last ethnic armed group under ‘peace talks’ initiative

By Mizzima | 25 July 2022

The Shan State Progressive Party/Shan State Army
(SSPP/SSA) is the last ethnic armed organization
(EAO) remaining to meet with the junta leader as
part of Myanmar’s State Administration Council
(SAC) peace talks plan.

According to SSPP spokesperson Major Sai Phone
Han, there will be a discussion with the Military
Council before the meeting with coup leader Min

Aung Hlaing in Naypyitaw.

"In the junta’s invitation, the informal meeting will be held before the SAC peace meeting in
Nay Pyi Taw. Other topics will be discussed in the informal meeting. We don't know the
exact date of the informal meeting because they didn’t say the date and time of the meeting
yet,” said Major Sai Phone Han.
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There is military tension between the Military Council and the SSPP over the postponement
of the moving of SSPP’s three military bases, and there is an expansion of force on the part
of the Military Council. The Military Council set several dates for the relocation of SSPP
military bases. However, the SSPP responded on 20 July that they were not yet in a position
to comply.

According to Major Sai Phone Han, junta forced to relocate the SSPP’s three camps are from
Brigade (702) and Battalion (424).

“We already sent our response letters to junta. There are many difficulties for relocating our
camps at the moment. It will have no effect on the peace process. To relocate the camp for
the sake of peace is difficult,” said Major Sai Phone Han.

The Myanmar junta has held a series of meetings with some of the EAOs over the last three
months.

The Military Council have met with the following groups: New Mon State Party (NMSP);
Democratic Karen Buddhist Army (DKBA); KNU/KNLA Peace Council; Arakan Liberation Party
(ALP); United Wa State Party (UWSP); Restoration Council of Shan State/Shan State Army
(RCSS/SSA); National Democratic Alliance Army (NDAA-Mongla); Pa-Oh National Liberation
Organization (PNLO) and the Lahu Democratic Union (LDU).

Only the SSPP — out of those who agreed to meet —is left.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/myanmar-junta-set-meet-last-ethnic-armed-group-
under-peace-talks-initiative

SSPP Won’t Withdraw From Camps In Southern Shan State

By SHAN - July 25, 2022

SSPP SSA active in their controled area

The Shan State Progress Party (SSPP) has refused to
vacate its three camps in southern Shan State, defying
another request from the Burma Army (BA), to which
the regime has offered yet another round of talks
hoping to persuade them to leave the area.

"We’'ll continue to protect our area and our people,”
Maj Phone Harn, SSPP spokesperson, told SHAN.

On 20 July, the group informed Lt-Gen Yar Pyae of BA
and its Eastern Command by letter that they wouldn’t
withdraw. Through the Eastern Command, Yar Pyae
wrote back on 22 July, offering to meet for discussions.

”QOur central committee will meet to talk about the recent offer from BA,” explained Phone
Harn.
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The junta has given the SSPP three ultimatums to vacate their camps in Loi Nai and Mang
Weing. The first was on 10 June. After the armed Shan group refused to comply, it was
extended until 30 June.

On 1 July, fighting broke out between the groups in Mongmit Township and tensions
between the groups have been high ever since.

Yar Pyae and seven BA officials met with SSPP vice-chair Maj Gen Khun Hseng and five other
leaders to discuss the matter in Mong Nawng on 14 July, and the BA gave them more time.

“What really happens depends on them, because they’ve ordered us to withdraw from our
military camps.”

The SSPP didn’t sign the so-called Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement, but signed a bilateral
agreement under Thein Sein’s government in 2012.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/25212

Child Killed During Clashes In Northern Shan State
By SHAN - July 25, 2022

A 12-year-old was killed and another civilian injured by gunfire during fighting between the
Kachin Independence Army (KIA) and the Burma Army (BA) in northern Shan State.

The KIA and the People’s Defence Force (PDF) ambushed about 80 BA soldiers in Mongmit
Township (also called Moe Meik) last week.

According to a local who requested anonymity, the Kachin soldiers attacked Infantry
Battalion (IB) 276 and Light Infantry Battalion (LIB) 348, under the command of Light
Infantry Division (LID) 99. The groups were travelling from Hsai Leang village to Thayetcho,
where the slain child and wounded civilian live.

Burma Army troops in Shan State

“The fighting lasted for almost two hours. BA, KIA and
PDF all suffered casualties during the clashes.”

The source said the resistance groups have
surrounded some of BA’s camps in the township,
where fighting has been frequent since early July. A
BA base and a police station in Mongmit town have already been ambushed several times
this month, including on 13 July.

According to a middle-aged resident who requested anonymity, there was an explosion at
the junta’s base, where LIB 223, 276 and 348 are located, around noon. Another bomb
exploded near the police station in Haw Nang ward.

Earlier this month, KIA and PDF fighters killed one BA soldier and wounded five others,
including a high ranking officer.
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According to a Shan State Progress Party (SSPP) officer, 3 BA soldiers were killed and at least
15 wounded, including a high ranking officer, in fighting with 1B 223 and 276 and LID 348
between Wan Pon Kan and Wan Ohn on 1 July. One SSPP soldier was also killed and another
wounded in the clashes.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/25216

KNU opposes formation of Kawthoolei Army

By Mizzima |

The Karen National Union (KNU) and Karen

B National Liberation Army (KNLA) announced that
' they were opposed to the newly formed
Kawthoolei Army and expelled its leader Saw
Nerdah Mya from the KNU.

The decision was taken at a KNU Central Executive
Committee meeting on 20 July.

The committee was reacting to a statement
released the day before, 19 July, by Saw Nerdah Mya where he identified himself as the
commander-in-chief and founder of the Kawthoolei Army.

According to the KNU announcement following the Executive Committee meeting, Saw
Nerdah Mya had frequently violated the KNU/KNLA Supreme Headquarters rules and
regulations ever since he was appointed as Chief of Staff of the Karen National Defence
Organization (KNDQ), on 10 September 2013.

The KNDO is one of the KNU’s two armed wings, the other being the KNLA.

Saw Nerdah Mya was temporarily suspended from his duties on 5 July 2021 so that the
KNDO could investigate his involvement in an alleged massacre of construction workers on
31 May 2021.

A junta news outlet alleged that around 30 KNDO troops kidnapped 47 construction workers
from a bridge construction site on the Oh Ho Stream on the Kane Lay to Maw Khee highway
in Karen State's Myawaddy District on 31 May 2021.

The kidnapped people included 31 men, six women and 10 children. According to the junta
the 22 hostages, including all the women and children and some of the men, were released
on 1and 9 June.

But, on 11 and 12 June junta troops found the bodies of the other 25 kidnapped men with
their hands tied behind their backs in Myawaddy’s Waw Lay area.

Saw Nerdah Mya asserted the victims were not civilians, but were actually junta soldiers
disguised as construction workers and he claimed to have confiscated their badges. In
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photos of the executed men issued by the junta some were wearing camouflage trousers,
but the junta claimed they were all civilians.

Following the KNDO investigation Saw Nerdah Mya was dismissed from his position and
suspended of all duties on 17 January 2022.

According to the 19 July Kawthoolei Army statement the organisation is not affiliated with
the KNU/KNLA.

Saw Nerdah Mya, is the son of the late KNU chairman General Bo Mya.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/knu-opposes-formation-kawthoolei-army

More military officers appointed to leadership roles in Myanmar’s Central Bank

Several lieutenant colonels are assigned jobs directing the financial institution, which
remains under military control

Myanmar Now | Published on Jul 25, 2022

Protesters seen in front of an army tank parked in
front of the Central Bank in Yangon in February
2021 (Myanmar Now)

The junta-controlled Central Bank of Myanmar
(CBM) recently appointed six lieutenant colonels
to the positions of director and deputy director
within the institution, according to a leaked
directive seen by Myanmar Now.

Thar Moe, Yarzar Lin, Thar Htoo Win, Kyi Ra Aung, Tun Aung Phyo and Zaw Win Tun were
assigned to the roles in early June, the document said.

Following the February 2021 coup, the military council installed several army officers in
leadership positions within government institutions and the CBM. Among them are the
bank’s current chairperson Than Nyein and his deputy, Win Thaw, who were both retired
from the army at the time of their appointment.

Than Nyein had previously held the same role under Than Shwe’s military regime and during
the Thein Sein presidency.

A Myanmar financial expert described the June appointment of more military personnel to
the CBM’s governance as “a very dangerous move,” particularly given that the institution is
already headed by two ex-officers.

“They should have appointed people who have actually studied finance instead of army
officers,” the individual said on the condition of anonymity.
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The leaked document announcing the hiring of the lieutenant colonels stated that the men
were still serving in the armed forces when they were assigned to their new roles and had
been transferred to the CBM on the orders of the office of the military’s chief of staff.

The junta has been attempting to gain control over the domestic flow of international
monies since the coup, with the CBM increasing restrictions on the retention of foreign
currency.

Myanmar banks have been under pressure to exchange account holders’ US dollar balances
to kyat, with the CBM playing a major role in the process. The institution has even called on
local companies and banks to suspend and reschedule the repayment of foreign loans.

Some 40 percent of Myanmar’s population of more than 54 million people are currently
living in poverty, according to recent World Bank estimates.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/more-military-officers-appointed-to-leadership-
roles-in-myanmars-central-bank

SAC leader promises a meet with Suu Kyi: FM
PUBLISHED 23 JULY 2022 | PHNOMPENH POST/ ANN

Foreign minister Prak Sokhonn attends a July
21 videoconference ‘Special Discussion: An
Update on ASEAN’s Efforts in Myanmar’.
MFAIC

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing, chairman of
Myanmar’s ruling State Administration Council
(SAC), promised Cambodian foreign minister

and ASEAN special envoy Prak Sokhonn that
e M thereis a strong possibility that he will have
the opportunity to meet former civilian leader Aung San Suu Kyi in the future, the minister
said.

According to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation, Sokhonn paid his
second visit to Myanmar from June 29 to July 3, when he met the military leader to follow
up on progress on the ASEAN Five-Point Consensus (5PC), which was adopted last year to
seek a resolution to the ongoing crisis in the predominantly Buddhist country.

Sokhonn asked to meet with Suu Kyi, as in his view she is one of the most important political
actors in Myanmar and her inclusion would advance inclusive dialogue.

Despite consistent requests, Sokhonn was unable to meet with her.

“There are some legal procedures that we must respect, but | received a promise from [Min
Aung Hlaing] himself that | will likely meet with [Suu Kyi] in the future,” Sokhonn said.
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The special envoy made the statement at a July 21 videoconference event “Special
Discussion: An Update on ASEAN’s Efforts in Myanmar”. The event was hosted by the ASEAN
Studies Centre at the ISEAS — Yusof Ishak Institute.

Sokhonn said one part of his mandate is that he must meet with all parties concerned to
enable the start of political dialogue. Since his first visit to Myanmar, he has searched for
ways and means to advance that goal.

He recalled that his first visit in March gave him a better understanding of the situation on
the ground and a chance to address many operational challenges with regards to the
delivery of humanitarian assistance.

He said his second mission enabled him to take appropriate steps to advance progress in
three priority areas of the implementation of the 5PC, among them cessation of violence,
delivery of humanitarian assistance to people in need, and the creation of a conducive
environment for inclusive dialogue with political trust among all parties concerned.

In terms of humanitarian assistance, Sokhonn said more common ground was found to push
forward its delivery.

“This is an area where | see possible progress, because humanitarian assistance work is by
nature not a political issue and has little or no political implications,” he said.

On the cessation of violence, Sokhonn reiterated calls from Prime Minister Hun Sen to the
SAC to exercise the utmost restraint and to avoid disproportionate responses. He also urged
the Ethnic Armed Organisations (EAO) and other parties to adhere to principles of non-
violence.

Sokhonn said that based on discussions with Senior General Min Aung Hlaing, other armed
groups must take their share of responsibility for the violence. However, all of the parties he
met with assured him that they were against violence in any form and called for an end to
the killing of civilians.

On his latest visit, Sokhonn met with seven EAOs, and seven parties that won seats in the
2020 election.

“They called on me to seek a political solution,” he said.

Sokhonn admitted that this would be an overexpectation, as he is a mediator and not a
direct participant.

“What we can do is help put the brakes on the violence and urge all stakeholders to not
push the country into a full-blown civil war that may trigger region-wide instability,” he
added.

He urged the SAC to explore ways to work with UN secretary-general special envoy on
Myanmar Noeleen Heyzer to enhance synergy between ASEAN and the UN, as was agreed
by the ASEAN foreign ministers last February.
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Choi Shing Kwok, director and chief executive officer of the ISEAS — Yusof Ishak Institute,
said that as ASEAN chair, Cambodia has been in the hot seat, receiving both solicited and
unsolicited advice as well as critique from many quarters as it plays a critical role in engaging
with all stakeholders in Myanmar and tries to achieve consensus on an ASEAN response to
the humanitarian crisis that “we all know is happening now in Myanmar”.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/sac-leader-promises-a-meet-with-suu-kyi-fm

Myanmar will act in line with international laws over ICJ judgment: SAC spokesperson

PUBLISHED 24 JULY 2022

The hearing on ICJ’s judgment on the preliminary
objections raised by Myanmar in progress (Photo-
1CJ)

The government will continue to act in accord with
the international laws over the decision by the
International Court of Justice (ICJ) to reject
Myanmar’s objections to genocide accusations,
said Major General Zaw Min Tun, spokesperson for

the State Administration Council.

On July 22, the ICJ rejected the preliminary objections to any court hearing raised by
Myanmar as the court lacks jurisdiction.

“It is said that the decision will impact Myanmar. But it has become a ruling that will impact
all global countries. For the Myanmar government, it will continue to act in line with the
international laws. We still hope that the ICJ, as an organization making decisions in accord
with the international laws, will be put to test for correctness and justice,” said Maj-Gen
Zaw Min Tun.

Judge Joan Donoghue read the ruling at 7.30 pm Myanmar standard time on July 22 that
Myanmar’s preliminary objections were rejected.

The SAC spokesperson said: “It is the decision the IC) made yesterday (July 22). The Gambia

is a country far away from Myanmar. There was no such a thing that harmed its interest. For
this, there are four points we have submitted. They show that the court lacks jurisdiction to

pass a ruling. This is just a first step. We learned yesterday that ICJ rejected our objections. |

would say that unlike our domestic laws, this international law has no articles or provisions.

They roughly decide depending on precedents, our traditions and dictums of law experts.”

Of the four points Myanmar objected to, three were rejected by all the ICJ judges and one
was rejected by 15 judges while one supported it. The hearing for the judgment was
attended by a Myanmar delegation led by Union Minister for International Cooperation U
Ko Ko Hlaing.
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After the ICJ rejection, the hearings on The Gambia’s genocide accusations against Myanmar
will continue.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/myanmar-will-act-in-line-with-international-laws-over-

icj-judgment-sac-spokesperson
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