PEACE Info (July 15, 2022)
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Myanmar Regime Convoy Ambushed; Five Soldiers Killed in Southern Myanmar

Over 10,000 Civilians Flee Myanmar Junta Airstrikes in Sagaing
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Pro-Regime Militia Blamed as Another Member of Myanmar’s NLD Killed
By THE IRRAWADDY | 15 July 2022

The killing spree targeting National League for Democracy (NLD) members continues with an
executive of the party’s branch in Kantbalu Township, Sagaing Region being killed on July 8.

U Kyaw Myint was reportedly abducted and killed by pro-junta Pyu Saw Htee militia
members who accused him of acting as an informant in the arrest by the local People’s
Defense Force earlier this month of three men including a son of the Tawkashat Village Pyu
Saw Htee leader. U Kyaw Myint’s body was not returned to the family, but cremated on the
orders of the regime.

“Though U Kyaw Myint was an NLD executive, he steered clear of political issues after the
military coup. He was intentionally killed. Pyu Saw Htee militias have a strong presence in
Tawkashat thanks to a nationalist monk called U Wasawa,” a resident said.

U Wasawa is a member of a nationalist Buddhist monk organization known by its Burmese
acronym Ma Ba Tha.

NLD Kantbalu Township executive U Kyaw Myint

Local free funeral service providers said they helped cremate U
Kyaw Myint’s body after taking it from the mortuary of the
Kantbalu Township Hospital on July 9.

The regime and its affiliates have been killing NLD lawmakers,
executives, members and supporters since the coup. Three NLD
members—Ilawmaker U Kyaw Myo Min from Mon State’s Bilin
Township, and party members U Pann Myint and U Ko Ko
Maung—were killed by the regime in June.

A spokesman for the NLD said: “The chairman of the State Administration Council [the
Myanmar regime’s governing body] has detained, tortured and killed with hard feelings
politicians, activists, defenders of democracy and human rights, and professional journalists.
It is very saddening. He fears that he might lose, and he is doing everything he can think of
out of desperation.”

Some 917 NLD members including lawmakers have been detained since the coup, and 216
have been released. A total of 18 including a lawmaker have died due to torture during
interrogation and lack of proper medical treatment in prison, according to the NLD.

According to the NLD’s Human Rights Documentation Team, from the day of the coup on
Feb. 12021 to July 1 this year there were 106 attacks on party offices including its
headquarters, and the houses and property of 224 party members including 119 lawmakers
were sealed off.

The team said five party members and seven party supporters were killed and their bodies
dumped by roadsides as of May 5 by pro-junta vigilante groups including Thwe Thout, Sun
Ye, the Nationalist Coalition and the Nationalist Alliance.
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The terror group Thwe Thout announced on April 21 that, to counter resistance attacks on
junta targets, it was launching “Operation Red” against members and supporters of the NLD,
their families, and supporters of the anti-regime People’s Defense Force (PDF).

Local sources in Mandalay said that at least 20 NLD supporters have been killed in Mandalay
Region since Thwe Thout launched its operation.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/pro-regime-militia-blamed-as-another-member-
of-myanmars-nld-killed.html

Myanmar Regime Convoy Ambushed; Five Soldiers Killed in Southern Myanmar
By THE IRRAWADDY | 15 July 2022

At least five Myanmar junta soldiers were reportedly killed on Wednesday in an ambush by
a combined force of resistance groups in southern Myanmar’s Tanintharyi Region.

The ambush followed a night attack on the local office for Military Security Affairs,
commonly known as the military intelligence office, in Yebyu Township, Dawei District. The
office was burned to the ground, according to the Dawei Guerrilla Revolutionary Force
(DGREF).

Regime soldiers and pro-junta Pyu Saw Htee militia are stationed at the office, but the DGRF
couldn’t confirm the number of military regime casualties.

Three military vehicles carrying around 40 soldiers on their way to reinforce the office were
subsequently ambushed with mines by the Launglon People’s Defense Force (PDF) and
three other resistance groups near Yebyu Bridge.

Five soldiers died on the spot and many more were injured.

“These three vehicles came from the western part of Yebyu Town to help the military
security affairs office. However, two were stopped and one turned back after our mine
attack,” a Launglon PDF spokesperson said.

Resistance forces urged the public to avoid police stations and the military office as they will
continue to attack junta troops.

“We want to request the public to stay away from soldiers, police and their stooges, the Pyu
Saw Htee. Moreover, the public shouldn’t follow military and police vehicles closely,”
Launglon PDF added.

Tanintharyi Region is a stronghold of armed resistance in southern Myanmar. There have
been frequent clashes between resistance fighters and junta troops in Launglon,
Thayetchaung and Yebyu townships in Dawei District.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-regime-convoy-ambushed-five-
soldiers-killed-in-southern-myanmar.html
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Over 10,000 Civilians Flee Myanmar Junta Airstrikes in Sagaing
By THE IRRAWADDY | 15 July 2022

Myanmar’s military regime has committed yet another war crime by conducting airstrikes
on Thursday on four villages in Tabayin Township, Sagaing Region that killed two civilians
and forced over 10,000 people from a dozen villages to flee their homes.

On Thursday afternoon, regime forces arrived by helicopter to raid Namyar Village in the
east of Tabayin Township, while two Russian-made Mi-35 helicopter gunships attacked the
village for about 40 minutes, according to local news sources.

The junta gunships also attacked three nearby villages, despite not facing any opposition to
the raid.

At the same time, another military detachment dropped by helicopters in the township in
early July occupied neighboring Nayakan Village.

The airstrikes came hours after a pro-regime Telegram channel posted that many fighters
from the ethnic armed organization the Kachin Independence Army had arrived in the
villages, an official of Tabayin’s Brothers, a local group assisting internally displaced people
(IDP), told The Irrawaddy on Friday.

50-year-old villager U Khin Maung San and a female resident were killed during the airstrike
on Namyar Village. Two other villagers were injured, according to local rights groups.

On Friday, around 100 residents in Namyar Village who had been detained by junta troops
were released, said the Tabayin Assistance Association for IDPs.

After leaving Namyar, regime soldiers raided nearby Yin Khyay Village on Friday, opening
fire as they did so. At the same time, the second military detachment raided and torched
houses in nearby Kone Tel Village, after torching houses in Nayakan Village on Friday
morning, according to the IDP assistance groups.

Currently, the IDPs are in urgent need of food and medicine, as residents frequently have to
flee their homes due to numerous junta raids and airstrikes, said a member of the Tabayin
Assistance Association for IDPs.

“The junta are attacking innocent civilians in the townships. Now we face a food shortage
due to the increasing number of IDPs. Even the villages that are sheltering the IDPs are now
facing a food crisis themselves,” he added.

There have been at least five airstrikes on civilian targets in Tabayin Township, said the
spokesperson for the Tabayin’s Brothers group.

As of Thursday, regime forces have burned down over 560 houses during their raids on 26
villages in the township since the coup, said the spokesperson.

“During the revolutionary period, almost the whole population are suffering. However, our
people must depend on each other as they have no other options,” the spokesperson
added.
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He also requested people to supply the IDPs in the township with food and medicine.

Since last September’s declaration of a people’s defensive war by the civilian National Unity
Government (NUG), regime forces have relentlessly committed atrocities such as arbitrary
arrests, indiscriminate killings of civilians, carrying out torture, massacres, burning people
alive and using civilians as human shields, air and artillery strikes on residential areas and
the looting and torching of homes, especially in Chin, Kachin, Shan, Kayah, Mon and Karen
States and Magwe, Mandalay and Sagaing regions.

Last month, the NUG’s Ministry of Home Affairs and Immigration said that junta forces
committed almost 2,800 war crimes across the country from last December 1 to May 31 this
year.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/over-10000-civilians-flee-myanmar-junta-
airstrikes-in-sagaing.html

Junta troops torch more than 150 oil wells in Myanmar’s Magway region

Residents say the destruction has devastated the local economy.

Reported by Burmese Service | 2022.07.15

Oil wells burn in Magway region, Myanmar, July
2022. We Love Myaing

Junta troops have set fire to more than 150
private oil wells over the past two weeks in
Myanmar’s Magway region, residents and
members of the armed opposition said Friday,
destroying the local economy and leaving

villagers with no way to earn a living.

Residents of Magway’s Pauk and Myaing townships told RFA Burmese that since the first
week of July, around 100 junta soldiers have been raiding villages with small-scale private
oil wells in the area during their search for anti-junta People’s Defense Force (PDF)
paramilitaries.

They said that the troops set fire to 37 wells and 102 wells in Myaing’s Kyauk Khwet
village on July 8 and July 13, respectively, and another 15 wells in Pauk’s Tha Yet Kan
village on July 3.

A resident of Pauk township told RFA Burmese that the troops were intentionally
targeting the wells because they believe residents are helping to supply the PDF with
income generated from the oil they sell.

“Now they are burning the oil wells, even if you pay them not to do it,” said the resident,
speaking on condition of anonymity.
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“Most of them demand money [as protection] ... but once one group gets paid, another
group arrives, and then another group. Sometimes a unit officer demands money and
then his soldiers burn the wells after he leaves anyway.”

Hand-dug oil well field, March 2019. Credit:
Screengrab from RFA video

Livelihoods ruined

Another resident of Pauk, who also declined to
be named, said villagers who depend on the oil
wells for their livelihoods can no longer make

ends meet because of the destruction.

“They burned both the oil wells and the oil reservoir tanks. There are hundreds of hand-
dug wells in the vicinity and they were all destroyed,” the resident said.

“When the wells were destroyed, the owners as well as the laborers lost their jobs. They
are all suffering. They have no idea how to carry on with their lives.”

Residents said the junta troops who raided the villages and burned the oil wells were
stationed on Padamya Mountain near the Pauk villages of Son Kone and Na That.

Attempts by RFA to contact junta Deputy Information Minister Maj. Gen. Zaw Min Tun for
comment on the well burnings went unanswered Friday.

But junta state-owned media has reported that the oil wells were destroyed because the
owners were providing financial support to PDF forces.

Hand-dug oil well worker in Myanmar, March
2019. Credit: Screengrab from RFA video

Targeting PDF support

Aung Zey, a leader of the local PDF group Myaing
Villages Revolution Front, said junta troops are
burning the oil wells in a bid to cut off supplies
to the armed resistance forces that control the

areas.

“The majority of our people are participating in this revolution in one way or another and
are supporting it. So, we believe the burning of these oil wells was done with the
intention of ending support for our group,” he said.

Residents estimate there are more than 500 oil wells located in Myaing and Pauk
townships combined.

They said military raids on the wells have led to pitched battles between junta troops and
the PDF in recent weeks.

Translated by Khin Maung Nyane. Written in English by Joshua Lipes.
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Myanmar junta forces destroy resistance base in Magway

The attack came days after the capture of an army corporal by an anti-regime group based
in southern Pakkoku Township

Han Thit | Published on Jul 15, 2022

A photo posted by a pro-junta group on social media
shows some of the items captured during the July 11
raid on the MC-KCDF base

A base run by a local resistance group operating in
Magway Region’s Pakkoku Township was overrun by
regime forces on Tuesday, according to a spokesperson
for the group.

Around 250 junta troops swarmed the base, located on the western bank of the
Ayeyarwady River in the southern part of the township, forcing its members to retreat, he
said.

“They marched towards us like ants,” Naga Gyi, the spokesperson for the Myit Chay and
Kyun Chaung Defence Force (MC-KCDF), told Myanmar Now.

“We had explosives, but we also would have needed automatic guns to take down such a
big group, and we didn’t have enough, so we ended up losing all of our IEDs as well,” he
added.

In addition to IEDS, or improvised explosive devices, the group lost 10 handmade rifles and
six handmade mortars, as well as five vehicles, fuel, and several mechanical devices, he said.

The raid came days after an army corporal from a unit stationed in Seik Kha Wa, a village on
the opposite side of the Ayeyarwady River from Bagan Nyaung-U, was captured by
resistance forces near the village of Shar Du last Thursday.

The next day, around 100 soldiers and members of the junta-backed Pyu Saw Htee militia
started torching buildings in Shar Du and the neighbouring village of Saing Hpyu, according
to Naga Gyi.

MC-KCDF uniforms seized by junta troops in the July 11
raid

He added that the junta forces found their base by forcing
local villagers to guide them to it. “They had no choice,
because the military had them at gunpoint,” he said

“The base was reduced to ashes, but we will continue to
fight for as long as we live. This is just a minor setback,” he added.
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On Thursday, pro-military social media channels posted photos of some of the goods seized
from the base, including weapons, uniforms, solar panels, and food supplies.

The photos also showed the graves of two resistance fighters allegedly killed during the raid
on the base.

The MC-KCDF has claimed responsibility for a number of attacks on junta troops travelling
across the Tan Kyi hill area, where the village of Seik Kha Wa is located.

The group says that its explosives have killed both regime soldiers and members of the Pyu
Saw Htee.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-junta-forces-destroy-resistance-base-

IN-magway

Karen Resistance Group Claims Another Victory Over Myanmar Junta Troops
By NORA AUNG | 15 July 2022

An estimated eight Myanmar regime soldiers, including a major who was an acting battalion
commander, were killed in Myawaddy Township, Karen State, according to the Cobra
Column, which took part in the fighting.

On Wednesday afternoon clashes occurred between resistance groups and troops from
Infantry Battalion 8 and Light Infantry Battalion 207, who were trying to reach around 30
injured soldiers from Tuesday’s fighting at Thone Htat Kwe on the Myawaddy-Waw Lay
road.

Approximately 120 regime soldiers were defeated on Tuesday and a battalion commander
and his deputy were killed, Cobra said.

The resistance group is fighting alongside the Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA) in
Karen State. The KNLA is an armed wing of the Karen National Union, along with the Karen
National Defense Organization (KNDO).

The Myawaddy-Waw Lay road has reportedly been controlled by Cobra since March and is
required to send reinforcements to the junta’s major Ukayit Hta outpost in Waw Lay and
needed to recapture the Thay Baw Boe outpost, which was seized by resistance groups on
May 18.

“At least eight regime soldiers were killed, including a major. The fighting has stopped.
Reinforcements are arriving so heavy fighting will start again soon,” Myo Thura Ko Ko of the
Cobra Column told The Irrawaddy on Friday.

He said a resistance fighter was lightly injured. The Irrawaddy could not verify the casualty
figures.

Regime forces fired shells during Wednesday’s fighting but could not call in airstrikes
because the fighting was close to the Thai border. The junta recently had to apologize to
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Bangkok after a fighter jet crossed about 4km into Thai air space in Tak province on June 30
while bombing to defend the Ukayit Hta outpost.

Cobra released photos of dead bodies and seized weapons, including 705 bullets, rocket-
propelled grenades, three hand grenades and two 60mm shells, on Wednesday.

Cobra fights with the KNLA and the Venom Column is associated with the KNDO, which has
been trying to seize the Ukayit Hta outpost since June 26. Fighting continues at the outpost.

On July 8, Cobra said it killed five regime soldiers, including a Light Infantry captain, who
were en route to reinforce the outpost.

On Monday Cobra said five regime soldiers had defected. In videos, the deserters say they
are in their late teens and early 20s and were previously deployed in Rakhine State.

More than 1,000 Waw Lay residents had fled across the Moei River to Thailand by June 30
due to the fighting, according to a rescue team in the Thai border town of Mae Sot.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/karen-resistance-group-claims-another-victory-
over-myanmar-junta-troops.html

Three resistance fighters killed in Tanintharyi as junta unit appears to anticipate ambush

After Myanmar army troops crush a surprise attack by a KNDO and PDF coalition, a PDF
spokesperson says an information leak is likely to blame

Maung Shwe Wah | Published on Jul 15, 2022

Members of the Karen National Union’s armed forces—
which include the Karen National Liberation Army and the
KNDO—are seen in Thaton District in Mon State in June
(KNU)

Three members of the anti-junta resistance were killed in a
;s , battle with the Myanmar army after the Karen National
Defence Organisation (KNDO) and the Palaw Township People’s Defence Force attempted a
joint attack on a military unit in the Tanintharyi Region township on Wednesday.

The KNDO—an armed wing of the Karen National Union—and the Palaw PDF had planned to
ambush around 20 soldiers occupying a monastery in the village of Pa Wut Kone, eight miles
south of Palaw town, at 5am.

However, the junta troops at the site appeared to have been tipped off about the operation
and began a counter-attack before resistance fighters were in position, a spokesperson for
the Palaw PDF told Myanmar Now. A seven-hour battle reportedly followed.

“l think the information that we were coming was leaked to the junta. They were waiting for
us to arrive and started firing at us before we could start attacking them,” he said. “The
clash escalated after that.”
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The casualties included Hpa Aye, the KNDQO’s 37-year-old squad commander; an 18-year-old
private in the ethnic armed organisation whose name was not confirmed at the time of
reporting; and Saw Bwar, a 20-year-old member of the Palaw PDF.

“All three of the men were killed by sniper fire,” the PDF spokesperson said.

He explained that the commander was shot in the pelvis and the KNDO private in the head,
while the PDF member was fatally struck in the thigh and head as he had attempted to drag
the private’s body out of the battle zone.

In response to the guerrilla-style attack, the military sent some 100 troop reinforcements
from the Palaw-based Infantry Battalion 285 to Pa Wut Kone, and deployed guards around
the village.

There were several clashes between the military and resistance forces in Palaw Township in
early 2022, including in Pa Wut Kone.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/three-resistance-fighters-killed-in-tanintharyi-as-
junta-unit-appears-to-anticipate-ambush

Junta soldiers pose as PDF fighters to trap Sagaing villagers

According to a PDF officer in Pinlebu Township, the regime forces were also joined by
members of an ethnic army

Khin Yi Yi Zaw | Published on Jul 15, 2022

Myanmar’s junta has deployed large numbers of troops
to Sagaing since the 2020 coup

Regime forces wearing People’s Defence Force (PDF)
uniforms arrested dozens of villagers and killed at least
two in Sagaing Region’s Pinlebu Township earlier this
week, according to PDF sources.

Soldiers entered the villages of Pa Lu Thar, Saing Hlyar Gyi, Nyaung Pin Thar, and Zay Di Oo
from neighbouring Paungbyin Township on Monday dressed as resistance fighters as a ruse
to catch sympathisers, a PDF officer told Myanmar Now.

“They came into the villages singing revolutionary songs and started making arrests when
farmers greeted them with the three-finger salute,” said the PDF officer, referring to the
hand gesture that has become a symbol of resistance to Myanmar’s coup regime.

According to the officer, more than 30 people were detained. Most were later released after
being held at the police station in the town of Pinlebu, but at least 10, including two 12-
year-old children, are still in custody, he said.

Two men, both in their 40s, were brutally murdered, he added.
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“The head of one victim was completely crushed and there were bruises and bullet wounds
on his leg. There was not much left of his skull,” the Pinlebu PDF officer said.

The military column that carried out the raids consisted of around 100 junta troops from
Light Infantry Battalion 336, based in Mawlaik Township, and members of the military-
backed Pyu Saw Htee militia.

According to the PDF officer, it also included members of the Shanni National Army (SNA),
an ethnic Shanni armed group formed in 1989 and active in several townships in Sagaing
Region and neighbouring Kachin State.

He added that this was the first time that SNA members had been seen collaborating with
the junta forces.

However, a spokesperson for the SNA, Col Sai Aung Mein, denied that the group was
working together with the regime to suppress resistance forces.

“It’s impossible for us to collaborate with the military council,” he said.

A number of ethnic armed organisations have been involved in the ongoing struggle
between the regime and resistance forces, with most siding with the PDF and other anti-
junta groups.

However, troops from the armed wing of the Pa-O National Organisation, a group based in
Shan State, are known to have fought alongside junta troops in a number of clashes.

The group has also been accused of forcibly recruiting Pa-0O villagers to join a militia that is
seen by many as part of its effort to support the regime.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/junta-soldiers-pose-as-pdf-fighters-to-trap-
sagaing-villagers

Junta Red Tape Sparks Medicine Shortages in Myanmar
By THE IRRAWADDY | 15 July 2022

The price of pharmaceuticals in Myanmar has increased by 5 to 10 percent and some
medicines are out of stock because of the red tape being applied in the application
procedure for import permits, according to industry insiders.

“The price of medicines has gone up mainly because of difficulties with acquiring import
permits,” said a pharmaceutical importer and distributor. Medicines for diabetes, antibiotics
for lung problems and supplements for babies are almost out of stock, he said.

Previously, the Commerce Ministry handled import applications. But since April,
pharmaceutical importers have also had to seek approval from the junta’s Central
Committee on Ensuring Smooth Flow of Trade and Goods, its work committee and the
regime’s Health Ministry.

Page 11 of 49


https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/karenni-fighters-kill-15-capture-five-in-raid-on-junta-outpost-in-southern-shan-state
https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/locals-in-southern-shan-state-report-forced-recruitment-into-pa-o-militia
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/junta-soldiers-pose-as-pdf-fighters-to-trap-sagaing-villagers
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/junta-soldiers-pose-as-pdf-fighters-to-trap-sagaing-villagers

The central committee is chaired by Lieutenant General Moe Myint Tun. Its working
committee is headed by Deputy Commerce Minister U Nyunt Aung.

The lengthy procedure that involves seeking approval from one regime body after another
has caused price fluctuations and reduced availability, said importers.

The committee divides the goods into five groups in order of priority. Fuel, cooking oil and
pharmaceuticals are at the top of the list. But the procedure is unnecessarily long as the
authorities check the average import volume of previous years, sources said.

And importers cannot buy as many products as they want due to inflation, said an importer
from Yangon.

“It is taking longer to import due to extra steps in the procedure,” he said. Prices will
increase when the supply is low and users will suffer, he added.

Importers of other goods are also struggling to acquire import permits and have complained
to the Union of Myanmar Federation of Chamber of Commerce and Industry, said business
owners.

A shortage of US dollars is the major factor affecting businesses, they said. Unless the dollar
crisis is solved, businesses will continue to struggle and it will be hard to help stabilize
commodity prices, they said.

Junta spokesman Major General Zaw Min Tun told a press conference in June: “We give
priority to essential imports. But we have restricted some goods.”

He said imports also require the final approval of the Foreign Exchange Supervisory
Committee, a junta body formed in April to “scrutinize and approve” the use of foreign
currency for imports. The committee meets twice a week to handle applications and gives
priority to essentials, he said.

In Myanmar, around 85 percent of pharmaceuticals are imported, mainly from China, India,
Pakistan and Thailand.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/junta-red-tape-sparks-medicine-shortages-in-
myanmar.html

Despite the risks, many doctors in Myanmar stand firm against the junta

The military regime is pressuring physicians to return to work to shore up a shaky health
care system.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.07.15

Physicians and other medical workers in Myanmar who joined a national strike last year
to protest the ruling military regime are resisting the junta’s efforts to convince them to
return, as the country’s health care system feels the strain of widespread absences.
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Medical workers rally against the military coup and
to demand the release of elected leader Aung San
Suu Kyi, in Yangon, Myanmar, Feb. 10, 2021.
Reuters

Started by doctors in Mandalay the day after the
military deposed the democratically elected
government in a Feb. 1, 2021, coup, the Civil
Disobedience Movement (CDM) became so strong
that it nearly paralyzed the regime’s ability to deliver public services. The movement
supports the shadow National Unity Government (NUG), which has been nominated for
the 2022 Nobel Peace Prize for its “non-violent struggle for democracy and strong
opposition to military oppression.”

Though some physicians have returned to work out of financial necessity, others say they
are standing firm in opposing the regime, despite the hardships they face.

“We have to think hard about going back to work under the junta,” a doctor from the
Ayeyarwady region told RFA. “From the very beginning, we had no desire to work under
them. We’re not going back.”

He said that Myanmar’s health care system is struggling, even though some health care
workers have returned to work.

“Most health care personnel, including nurses and lower-level staff, are still in the CDM,”
he said.

A CDM doctor in Yangon, who declined to be named, told RFA that he was fearful
because authorities have arrested some health care professionals who refused to return
to work. He said that he has been threatened with the revocation of his medical license if
he continues to protest the regime.

“After more than a year and a half after the coup, we are still in the CDM, and living
conditions have become very difficult.”

Doctors are able to eke out a living by providing services in clinics outside state-run
facilities, but are constantly fearful of being identified by the military, he said.

Medical students show the three-finger salute
at the march 16, 2021, funeral of Khant Nyar
Hein, a 17-year-old medical student shot and
killed by junta security forces in Yangon,
Myanmar. Credit: Reuters

“We are reluctant to go visit the patient’s
house when we are called upon,” the
physician said. “We even have to close the
clinic before it gets dark. Never had we been

so scared in our lives.”
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Holding up the pillar

A CDM doctor from Kachin state said he is struggling to make ends meet because he is
not allowed to work in local hospitals or clinics and is shut off from other opportunities.

“We aren't allowed to study for advanced degrees, [and] we can’t get service records or
apply for specialist licenses,” he told RFA. “Another thing is that we can’t go abroad. If we
want to work locally, hospitals don't want to hire us because of our CDM status.

“Even if you want to open a clinic on your own, you can’t get a license, [and] there are
fewer job opportunities,” he said. “It's not easy to go abroad, and here, too, you cannot
have a decent job.”

Three dozen health care workers had been killed and more than 560 health care workers
had been arrested between the day of the coup to March 2022, according to a

May report by the Geneva-based NGO Insecurity Insight. The regime also conducted 126
raids on hospitals during that time.

Despite the difficulties that striking health care workers face, Tayza San, the doctor who
first took to the streets to protest the putsch, urged CDM members to persevere until the
regime falls.

“The entire public knows that the terrorist junta is trying hard to push down the CDM
pillar,” he said. “However, our CDM heroes and CDM employees are fighting the battle
with determination and conviction.”

“It has been almost a year and a half now, and we will continue to stand and hold the
CDM pillar strong until the end of the revolution,” he said.

Dr. Than Naing Soe, spokesman for the junta’s Health Ministry, said he did not have the
exact number of health care workers who had left the CDM and returned to work.

RFA could not reach junta spokesman Maj. Gen. Zaw Min Tun for comment

About 60,000 people from the health care sector joined the CDM following the military
coup, but now about 45,000 workers are still participating in the movement, according to
the CDM Medical Network.

RFA reported in June that the junta urged thousands of school teachers who had joined
the CDM to return to classrooms in schools administered by the regime’s Education
Department, pledging to take no action against those holding spring classes in NUG-
dominated areas if they had not committed any crimes.

But some who had left the CDM to resume working for the junta said they were being
monitored by their colleagues and had yet to be paid.

Translated by Khin Maung Nyane for RFA Burmese. Written in English by Roseanne Gerin.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/cdm-doctors-07152022180300.html
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Myanmar suspends foreign loan repayments amid dollar crunch
PUBLISHED 15 JULY 2022 | REF : THE STAR TIME/ANN

YANGON (BLOOMBERG) - The Central Bank of Myanmar ordered companies and individual
borrowers to suspend repayment of foreign loans, the latest in a series of steps to defend
the nation's dwindsling foreign exchange reserves.

In a letter to banks licensed to deal in foreign exchange, Deputy Governor Win Thaw
directed borrowers to suspend the repayment of interest and principal of various foreign
loans obtained either in cash or in kind.

The directive requires licensed banks to inform their business customers with foreign debt
to adjust loan repayment schedules with overseas lenders.

Companies in Myanmar have at least US$1.2 billion (551.68 billion) in outstanding dollar-
denominated loans, according to data compiled by Bloomberg.

Those borrowers include Ooredoo Myanmar Ltd, a telecom company, City Square
Commercial Co, a real estate firm, and telecom tower companies Apollo Towers Myanmar
Ltd and Irrawaddy Green Towers Ltd.

Myanmar's military regime has tightened foreign exchange rules after the nation's currency
lost a third of its value against the dollar last year after the coup triggered a freeze on parts
of the foreign reserves held in the US and suspension of multilateral aid - both key sources
of foreign currency supplies.

Most foreign exchange earners are mandated to convert their currencies into kyat at the
central bank's reference rate of 1,850 to a dollar set in April, a move designed to shield the
local currency from volatility.

The government has banned imports of cars and luxury items as well as tightened fuel and
cooking oil imports to preserve its reserves.

The regime is also allowing the use of yuan and baht for trade along the Chinese and Thai
borders.

On Thursday (July 14), the central bank also allowed foreign institutions to establish wholly-
owned non-bank financial institutions or enter into joint ventures, in a bid to boost foreign
capital.

The government earlier revoked exemptions given to registered companies with minimum
10 per cent foreign ownership from the mandatory foreign exchange conversion rule.

Earlier this month, junta spokesman Major General Zaw Min Tun told reporters that
Myanmar must spend about US$700 million for domestic and foreign loan payments every
year.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/myanmar-suspends-foreign-loan-repayments-amid-
dollar-crunch
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Militia Chief Seized Over Alleged Murder of Myanmar Junta Officer’s Relative
By THE IRRAWADDY | 15 July 2022

Seven pro-junta Pyu Saw Htee militia members have been detained by Myanmar’s regime in
Kyunhla Township, Sagaing Region, after they were accused of killing a relative of an army
captain and police chief, said residents.

“Junta soldiers came to Pyinmamyaing ward in three vehicles and detained the Pyu Saw
Htee leader and his team. | heard police have opened a case against them for murder and
hiding the body,” a Kyunhla resident told The Irrawaddy.

Pyu Saw Htee leader Ko Nyi Nyi and six others were detained by the regime on July 5 for
allegedly killing Ko Min Min, a rice mill owner from Padaukpin village in Kantbalu Township.

The victim was reportedly a cousin of a military captain and police captain, according to
residents. The Pyu Saw Htee leader was detained due to pressure from the army captain,
they said.

The Irrawaddy could not confirm where the two junta personnel were based.

“Militia members have been acting arrogantly in the town with their guns. Now they have
killed an officer’s relative. Everyone knows even the police can’t touch the soldiers,” said a
Kyunhla resident.

Ko Min Min, 40, was abducted and killed as he traveled to Kyunhla with a companion to buy
equipment for his rice mill. The Pyu Saw Htee militia members allegedly seized 1.5 million
kyats, two phones and a motorbike from them and Ko Min Min was shot dead as he tried to
run away near a quarry outside the town. His companion escaped, according to residents.

Police have retrieved his body and opened a case against Ko Nyi and his team who are
currently being detained at Battalion 6006 in Kantbalu.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/militia-chief-seized-over-alleged-murder-of-
myanmar-junta-officers-relative.html

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Myanmar responds to the tweet by Mr. Peter Vowles

PUBLISHED 15 JULY 2022

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Myanmar has made
a statement concerning the departure of Mr. Peter
Vowles on July 14.

It is stated that the Ministry of Foreign Affairs has
observed that a twitter post by Mr. Peter Vowles from
the British Embassy in Myanmar on 13 July 2022 citing
the reason for his departure from Myanmar does not
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turn out to be true and is far from reality.

The Ministry recalled that following the proposal made by the UK Government to appoint
Mr. Peter Vowles as Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland to the Republic of the Union of Myanmar on 29 April
2021, the Myanmar Government has accorded the agreement to the proposed appointment
on 22 June 2021. Upon his arrival in Myanmar on 29 July 2021, for various reasons, Mr.
Peter Vowles as an Ambassador-Designate failed to present his true copy of credentials to
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Myanmar and his credentials to the Head of State as per
the diplomatic practices.

In view of the above reasons, the Ministry placed restrictions on his entry visa. In the
meantime, the UK side informed that the UK government was withdrawing the proposed
appointment of Mr. Peter Vowles as British Ambassador to Myanmar, and he will serve as
Chargé d’Affaires ad interim of the British Embassy in Yangon.

The Ministry, therefore, informed the UK side to nominate another person in lieu of Mr.
Peter Vowles as Chargé d’ Affaires of the British Embassy in Yangon as the Myanmar
Government had already accorded agreement to the proposed appointment of Mr. Peter
Vowles as Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the United Kingdom of Great
Britian and Nothern Ireland to the Republic of the Union of Myanmar.

Afterwards, upon request by the UK side, the Ministry granted permission for Mr. Peter
Vowles to return to Myanmar to collect his personal belongings from 21 June 2022 to 15
July 2022. As such, Mr. Peter Vowles has left Myanmar before his visa expires.

It is observed that Mr. Peter Vowles intended to serve as British Ambassador in Myanmar
without presenting his credentials violating the well-established diplomatic ethics and Codes
of Conduct. In this regard, Mr. Peter Vowles had to leave Myanmar as the Myanmar
Government has acted in accordance with diplomatic practices as a sovereign state.

Mr. Peter Vowles, the head of the British Embassy in Myanmar, wrote on his Twitter page
that his duties in Myanmar were suddenly suspended on July 13. He said that he was
saddened by the instructions of State Administration Council to force him to leave the
country. But, he wrote on his Twitter page that he was glad that “we didn’t cave to pressure
to legitimize” the military takeover.

Even though he had to leave the Myanmar, the members of the team who remained in
Myanmar, will continue to stand up and do everything they can for the people of Myanmar
who want nothing more than peace, freedom and justice, according to his Twitter page.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/ministry-of-foreign-affairs-of-myanmar-responds-to-
the-tweet-by-mr-peter-vowles

Page 17 of 49


https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/ministry-of-foreign-affairs-of-myanmar-responds-to-the-tweet-by-mr-peter-vowles
https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/ministry-of-foreign-affairs-of-myanmar-responds-to-the-tweet-by-mr-peter-vowles

‘I stand by our decision’: UK envoy forced out of Myanmar
JULY 15, 2022

As he leaves his post, head of the British embassy Mr
Pete Vowles spoke to Frontier about the UK’s support
for the democracy movement, its hope for a “political
solution” to the crisis and why the military
miscalculated.

The United Kingdom has expressed support for the
National Unity Government, which has declared a
“defensive war” against the military but seemingly remains opposed to armed revolution.
How do you reconcile these conflicting positions?

We've always been clear that we support all those standing for democracy in Myanmar, and
that position is not going to change. We’re also clear that the NUG will have an important
role to play as part of any resolution to the crisis. | understand people feel the need to fight
back against the military, to protect themselves and their country, and | think the whole
world has seen the courage and determination of the Myanmar people in standing up for
their rights and freedoms. I’'m not going to criticise anyone for doing that, but Myanmar has
already suffered from 70 years of armed conflict, and ultimately the solution will need to be
a political one, not a military one.

What would it take for the UK to recognise the NUG as the government of Myanmar? Is
there any scenario in which the UK would consider offering weapons or defence funding
to the NUG or People’s Defence Forces?

The UK’s position on this has to be a pragmatic one. It’s a long established policy around the
world that the UK recognises States, not Governments. That means we’re not saying we
think the [State Administration Council] is the legitimate government of Myanmar, but the
reality is that we think we need an embassy in Myanmar so we can continue providing
humanitarian support to the millions of people who are now in urgent need and support
reformers of the future. To do this, we have to be willing to have some limited interaction
with the de facto authorities. It doesn’t mean our Ministers can’t also talk to the NUG and
others in the pro-democracy movement — we certainly won’t allow the regime to dictate
who the UK government can and can’t talk to, and we will continue supporting the
democratic opposition to build a common vision for the future of Myanmar. Since the coup,
we’ve also provided over 28 million dollars of life-saving assistance, reaching over 600,000
people who have lost their homes and livelihoods. None of that money is going to the junta,
so as long as we can keep directly supporting the Myanmar people in that way, we think
maintaining our presence here is the right thing to do.

On the question of providing weapons to the NUG or PDFs, no it’s not something that we’re
considering. | know it’s not what many people want to hear, but | don’t think there’s any
realistic scenario in which providing weapons would lead to a positive outcome for the
Myanmar people. Increasing the flow of weapons into Myanmar will only prolong the cycle
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of violence and lead to more people being killed. That’s why we’re focused on reducing the
military’s access to weapons, which they continue to use against civilians. We have
sanctioned Myanmar and Russian arms dealers supplying the military and have long been a
supporter of an international arms embargo on Myanmar. We will continue our efforts to
pressure countries who sell arms to the military, not least Russia, where arms sales to the
Myanmar junta are also helping to fund Putin’s war machine.

How does the UK view the spiraling cycle of violence, including assassinations from both
sides? What might be the long-term consequences of this? What do you envision as a
long-term solution to the current crisis?

It’s devastating to see the impact of the military’s coup on the people of Myanmar and what
it means for the future of the country. Whatever happens next, it’s clear that the military’s
actions are going to have long term consequences, and the deep divisions they have created
are going to take a long time to heal. Any violence targeting civilians by anyone should be a
clear red line, whatever people’s beliefs or affiliations, and the number of civilians killed
since the coup shows what a tragedy this has been for everyone in Myanmar.

Over time, it’s possible for societies to heal such deep divisions and to agree on a common
vision for the future. But none of that can happen until the military stops the violence, until
it releases political prisoners, and until it accepts the Myanmar people’s rightful demands
for freedom and democracy.

| know many people are frustrated that the international community hasn’t been able to do
more to combat the military and to help reverse the coup. | share many of those
frustrations myself, but | do think we should recognise the stand that ASEAN as an
organization has taken to put pressure on the military. For example the fact that it continues
to exclude Min Aung Hlaing and Wunna Maung Lwin from ASEAN Foreign Ministers and
Leaders meetings is an important symbol of ASEAN’s unity in standing against the coup. We
continue to push for concrete progress on the 5 Point Consensus, but ASEAN deserves
recognition for taking a stand and for its willingness to play a real role in trying to resolve
the crisis.

There are multiple conflicts and many deep-rooted grievances to overcome. The process
towards a long-term solution is not going to be a straightforward one, but it’'s something the
UK will remain committed to. We are clear that justice for victims will need to be a central
part of the process. Holding to account those responsible for human rights violations and
abuses is vital to end the culture of impunity in Myanmar and achieve lasting peace. That's
why the UK will continue to support the [Independent Investigative Mechanism for
Myanmar] and organisations such as Myanmar Witness who are gathering evidence that can
be used in future prosecutions.

We’'ll also continue to support the NUG, the [National Unity Consultative Council] and the
pro-democracy movement as it builds a common vision for the future. It’s important that
the principles of dialogue and inclusion remain a part of this. In the long term, only a
genuinely inclusive political solution will address what is a fundamentally political crisis in
Myanmar.
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Shortly after the coup, it was reported that the UK saw the coup as irreversible. Has the
level of resistance changed this calculation?

We felt it was unlikely the military would hand back power immediately, but ultimately they
will have to face up to the reality that the coup has not been a success and they will have to
find some way of stepping back and agreeing a political solution which offers a genuine
opportunity for democracy and responds to the aspirations of the Myanmar people for the
future of their country. Putting Myanmar back on the path to genuine democracy is the only
viable solution to this crisis and it’s an objective that the UK has supported from the start,
and will continue to support.

Why do you think the military misjudged the public response?

Like others | can only speculate as to what led to such a clear miscalculation. They may well
have underestimated the strength of the Myanmar people’s desire for democracy. |
certainly don’t think the military really believe their claims of irregularities in the 2020
elections — the overall result was clear for everyone to see. It’s likely Min Aung Hlaing and
the military were shocked by the result though, and felt threatened by a powerful [National
League for Democracy] and possible constitutional change. Clearly the military decided to
put their own self-interests before those of the Myanmar people and the country.

They have certainly misjudged their own ability to resolve this; they are unable to
consolidate power and have proven themselves inept at managing the economy and basic
state functions. And it appears that they are more unpopular than ever.

How do you feel to be forced to cut short your time in Myanmar on these terms?

Personally, | am devastated to leave Myanmar. | came here for three years (hoping to stay
for four) and it felt like | was just starting to understand things. So, | am heartbroken. I'm
also sorry for all those people who invested time explaining things and helping me
understand. Of course my situation is nothing compared to all those Myanmar citizens
who'’ve had to flee their homes or who are in exile or in hiding. However difficult it has
been, | stand by our decision to avoid presenting credentials to the Commander-in-Chief
and to avoid legitimising the regime.

In hindsight, is there anything you think the international community could have done
differently, either before the coup or shortly after, to better restrain the military?

| think the international community was doing everything it could to avoid a coup
happening. The UK and others knew a coup was a possibility; we were actively working to
ensure international support for the democratically elected government and to urge the
military to refrain from seizing power. The military chose to ignore the wishes of its own
people, so in some ways it is not surprising that it also ignored the wishes of the
international community. But we will continue doing everything we can, through speaking
out, through working with international partners, through our refusal to present credentials,
and through targeted sanctions, to impose a cost on the military for their actions.
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Does the UK believe the pro-democracy movement is genuine in its commitment to
reform on Rohingya issues? Is there anything more that could be done to demonstrate its
commitment?

There have been some very positive signs from the pro-democracy movement about its
willingness to be more inclusive of all minorities, including the Rohingya. The NUG’s
commitment to repealing the 1982 citizenship laws is an important step. It’s crucial that
platforms like the NUCC are fully inclusive, and this is something the UK will continue to
follow very closely.

What is the legal status of the NLD appointed ambassador to the UK and the Civil
Disobedience Movement staff who are in the country? Is the UK going to ensure their
protection in the future?

I’'m not going to comment on security arrangements or on the personal legal status of
individuals in the UK. What | can say is that Kyaw Zwar Minn took a brave stand in speaking
out against the coup and we have provided him and his family with support to start a new
life in the UK.

Do you have any final parting words for the people of Myanmar?

Firstly, | want to thank people for the welcome, advice, support (and challenge) | —and my
colleagues at the British Embassy — have received from people across the country. We really
value it.

Secondly, | should be honest that as a diplomat living in Yangon it is hard to fully understand
what life is like for ordinary people. I've never had to worry about the military knocking on
my door or arbitrarily arresting me or my family. I've not had to make excruciating decisions
about whether to get vaccinated from a ‘state’ institution or whether to send my children to
school or not. | want to praise people not only for their resilience but also their kindness in
the face of extreme adversity. And | want to assure people across the country of the UK's
continued commitment to do everything we can to support you in your quest for peace,
freedom and justice.

https://www.frontiermyanmar.net/en/i-stand-by-our-decision-uk-envoy-forced-out-of-

myanmar/

Junta Watch: Russia’s Half-Hearted Embrace Is Better than None; British Envoy Gets the
Boot, and More

By THE IRRAWADDY | 16 July 2022
A humanitarian gift from a bunch of killers

As the economic crisis in Sri Lanka deepens, Myanmar’s military regime has spotted an
opportunity to bolster its poor image. On Thursday, the regime’s Commerce Ministry held a
meeting to discuss buying 1,000 tonnes of rice with public funds and delivering it to the Sri
Lankan people as humanitarian aid.

Page 21 of 49


https://www.frontiermyanmar.net/en/i-stand-by-our-decision-uk-envoy-forced-out-of-myanmar/
https://www.frontiermyanmar.net/en/i-stand-by-our-decision-uk-envoy-forced-out-of-myanmar/

Junta chief Min Aung Hlaing accepts a letter of
credence from Sri Lankan Ambassador to Myanmar
J. M. Janaka Priyantha Bandara on June 7, 2022.

Without being cynical, the regime’s record of
committing terrible atrocities against its own
civilians and deliberately blocking humanitarian
supplies to them makes it hard to view its largesse
toward Sri Lanka an act of humanity or sympathy for
its people.

Needless to say, Min Aung Hlaing’s regime, which
has been globally shunned, is clearly attempting to exploit Sri Lanka’s crisis in the hope of
obtaining recognition on the international stage. It must be all too aware that since the coup
it has received only condemnation, and no invitations from international leaders, with the
glaring exception of Russia.

Meanwhile, Myanmar’s economy is spiraling downward at such a rate that the United
Nations Development Program projects 25 million people—nearly half of the country’s
population—will live below the poverty line in 2023.

After creating a massive humanitarian crisis in Myanmar that has so far resulted in the
deaths of thousands and the displacement of millions, Min Aung Hlaing must be deceiving
himself if he still thinks he can salvage his name by sending some “humanitarian” supplies to
a country.

Junta defense minister visits resistance stronghold

Junta Defense Minister General Mya Tun Oo greets
administrative officials, military personnel and
community elders in Sagaing.

On Wednesday, junta Defense Minister General
Mya Tun Oo arrived in Sagaing Region, a resistance
stronghold in central Myanmar. His visit came two
days after local People’s Defense Force (PDF)
groups warned junta-appointed administrators to

leave their offices within 10 days.

In Sagaing, PDFs have taken control of many of the rural areas, with the parallel National
Unity Government (NUG) replacing the junta’s administrative mechanism with its own in
dozens of townships.

At a press conference in June, the NUG claimed that PDFs now control more than 90 percent
of the main roads in Sagaing and northern Magwe and over 80 percent of rural areas.

During his Sagaing visit, Mya Tun Oo met junta administrative officials and military
personnel from local battalions in Hkamti, and also visited local monasteries in a bid to
mobilize support for the regime. It could be seen as a perverse choice of venue to drum up

Page 22 of 49



support; a number of monasteries have been damaged due to junta troops’ tactic of
torching villages in Sagaing.

Recently, feasts were held at the order of Min Aung Hlaing at military units in Sagaing, in
what the junta chief referred to as a display of fatherly spirit by commanders toward their
soldiers.

Killing unarmed people and looting their belongings—surely not something any normal
father would teach his sons?

Finally, Min Aung Hlaing finds a host to welcome him

Min Aung Hlaing and his wife Daw Kyu Kyu

Hla taste local snacks as the couple are greeted
with a traditional Russian bread and salt
welcoming ceremony at Kazan Airport on July
13.

They say a picture is worth a thousand words.
And junta chief Min Aung Hlaing was the very
picture of joy as he was welcomed by Tatarstan
“President” Rustam Minnikhanov during the
coup leader’s “personal” visit to Russia on Wednesday.

The fact that he was not received by the Russian defense minister, let alone Russian
President Vladimir Putin, on his second visit to Russia—the only country he has been able to
visit since the coup—likely explained the broad smile on his face.

Min Aung Hlaing and his wife Daw Kyu Kyu Hla were welcomed with a traditional Russian
bread and salt welcoming ceremony as they stepped off the plane.

Later, Min Aung Hlaing exuded confidence as he was received by Minnikhanov at the latter’s
office. At a subsequent meeting with representatives of the energy company PJSC Tatneft,
followed by a traditional music concert and dinner, Min Aung Hlaing could not help acting
like a child visiting a zoo, unable to contain his pride as being a guest of the head of state.

Meanwhile, his wife Daw Kyu Kyu Hla was given a tour of Kazan, the capital of Tatarstan, by
some military officers’ wives and a couple of guards. She was given the same treatment in
Moscow.

Last year, Russian president Putin signed a law prohibiting the heads of autonomous Russian
regions from using the title of president. Minnikhanov was the last one in Russia to use the
title. On Tuesday, a day before Min Aung Hlaing met Minnikhanov, Putin referred to the
Tatar leader without the title in an official communication. Perhaps Min Aung Hlaing was
not aware or pretended not to notice it. But, the junta’s media were only too happy to
oblige, repeatedly referring to Minnikhanov as “president of Tatarstan” —an area with fewer
than 4 million people—in their reports and newscasts to save face for their boss.

Britain’s top diplomat in Myanmar forced out
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The Myanmar regime has deepened its diplomatic isolation from the West by expelling the
head of the British Embassy in Yangon “for not presenting his credentials to the junta.” Pete
Vowles, who has become the first international envoy to be forced to leave the country, was
named Britain’s ambassador and took up his appointment in Myanmar in August 2021 but
London decided to downgrade Vowles’ title from ambassador to chargé d’affaires ad interim
due to the coup and the regime’s atrocities against its own people. After traveling to
Thailand, the envoy was denied a visa to re-enter Myanmar and stranded in the neighboring
country for months, before being allowed back in late last month.

Vowles tweeted on Wednesday that his time in the country had come to an abrupt end,
saying “Sad & sorry to have been forced by the junta to leave but glad we didn’t cave to
pressure to legitimize their brutal coup.” The regime’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs responded
on Thursday that Vowles had only been allowed back into the country to “collect personal
belongings” from June 21 to July 15, and left as his visa was about to expire. The ministry
said the envoy had to leave the country as the Myanmar “government” (as the military
regime refers to itself) had acted in accordance with diplomatic practices as a sovereign
state.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/specials/junta-watch/junta-watch-russias-half-hearted-
embrace-is-better-than-none-british-envoy-gets-the-boot-and-more.html

China-Backed lllegal Rare Earth Mining Surging in Northern Myanmar
By YAN NAING | 15 July 2022

Illegal rare earth mining has surged in northern Kachin State since last year’s coup in areas
along the border with China controlled by a militia sponsored by the Myanmar military.

Reports in The Irrawaddy and on several social media platforms indicate that mining has
increased by at least five times in Pangwa in Kachin’s Chipwi Township, while there has been
a rapid influx of Chinese workers.

The unregulated mining of rare earth minerals for export to China is irreparably damaging
the environment. Significantly, Myanmar is China’s largest source of rare earth minerals,
accounting for over half of its supplies. The long-term consequences of such mining will
certainly be felt in Myanmar, while China walks away with the profits.

In 2016, Chinese mining companies entered Pangwa looking for rare earth minerals after
the ruling Communist Party of China (CPC) cracked down on illegal mining in China.

Consequently, China became heavily dependent on medium and heavy rare earth minerals
from Myanmar. By 2018, Myanmar was the largest exporter of the minerals to China. In the
first week of December 2021, the CPC-run newspaper Global Times reported that, in 2020,
imports of rare earth minerals from Myanmar rose by 23 per cent year on year to around
35,500 tons, accounting for 74 per cent of all imports.
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Heavy rare earth minerals are exported to China for refining and processing and then sold
globally. Exports to China of rare earths, which are used in smart phones, electric cars and
other high-tech products, have steadily increased with Myanmar exporting more than
140,000 tons of rare earth deposits, worth more than USS1 billion, between May 2017 and
October 2021, an official Chinese statement said.

A rare earth mineral mine in Pangwa in Kachin
State. / Kachin Wave

The United States Geological Survey estimated
that about 240,000 tons of rare earth minerals
were mined globally in 2020, with China
accounting for 140,000 tons, followed by the
United States with 38,000 tons and Myanmar with
30,000 tons. Although China is the world’s largest

@0 REDMI NOTE 8 2R0:

O W avgsy i " producer of rare earth minerals, it buys the ore
from Myanmar, exploiting its cheaper labor.

Around ten rare earth mineral mines have been opened near the Myanmar-China border in
Zam Nau, according to the Transparency and Accountability Network Kachin. Zam Nau is
controlled by the Myanmar military-affiliated militia, the New Democratic Army Kachin
(NDA-K).

Kachin environmental groups estimate that there are over 100 rare earth mineral mines
around Pangwa in Chipwi Township, all controlled by the NDA-K and Chinese investors.
Media in China has reported that some Chinese companies are facing rising logistical costs
of exporting rare earth minerals from Myanmar since 2021. However, other reports suggest
that Chinese buyers have not seen any significant decline in imports for the last two years.

For instance, Myo Ko Ko, a medical company, had been awarded a license to mine rare
earth minerals in Kachin State. The licensed area is 281 acres of land in Chipwi Township,
equivalent to the size of 159 football fields.

Several illegal mines with Chinese workers were found in 2019 and 2020 in Chipwi after a
series of inspections, according to the Kachin State Mining Department. The Department
has said that the involvement of armed groups makes regulating the industry challenging.
Brang Awng of the Kachin State Working Conservation Group told The Irrawaddy that the
mines cause environmental destruction by polluting waterways and groundwater. Dozens of
villages in the area now suffer from polluted soil and water due to rare earth mineral
mining.

Growing international demand for rare earth minerals is closely linked to illegal mining in
Myanmar, and demand is increasing as developed countries shift toward technologies like
electric cars and wind turbines, Yadanar Maung of rights group Justice for Myanmar told
Radio Free Asia in March 2022.

The amount of hazardous waste in Myanmar was estimated at 284 million tons and
radioactive waste at around 14 million tons during the period from May 2017 to Oct 2021. A
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worker who was involved in one of the mining operations told Radio Free Asia that five toxic
chemicals, including oxalic acid and ammonium bicarbonate, are used in the mining of rare
earth minerals.

There has been serious environmental damage due to unregulated mining in Kachin State.

Many of the Chinese mine owners work with local landowners and businessmen. Multiple
sources confirmed that they have been involved in rare earth mining companies and profit
from the exports to China. In fact, Myanmar’s rare earth mining sector is now sustained by
the growing global demand for the mineral in high-tech manufacturing.

Currently, the mine owners and their associates face no restraints on their operations.
Yadanar Maung of Justice for Myanmar has called on governments to act urgently in

rn

“banning the sale and import of ‘conflict minerals’.

The long-term consequences of such activity for Myanmar will only be negative. Activists
continue to ask for the destruction of the environment to stop but local villagers seem
voiceless. The message is clear that major international corporations are implicated in rare
earth mineral mining. A change of approach to the growing problem is now necessary.

Yan Naing is a pseudonym for a political analyst on Myanmar and China.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/china-backed-illegal-rare-earth-mining-surging-
in-northern-myanmar.html

Indian firm supplying ordnance fuses to Myanmar military

By Mizzima | 15 July 2022

Swedish Carl Gustaf 84 mm recoilless rifle M1 (8,4
cm grg m/48). Photo: Wikipedia

According to the campaign group Justice for
Myanmar Indian firm Sandeep Metalcraft Private
Limited is supplying fuses to the Myanmar military
that support its attacks on the civilian population.

Fuses cause the detonation in ordnance such as
bombs and artillery shells.

According to a Justice for Myanmar investigation the most recent shipment from Sandeep
Metalcraft was on 25 March 2022, consisting of 3,000 fuses, according to records from the
Panjiva trade database. This followed a shipment of 1,000 fuses in 2020 and 5 fuses in 2019.

While the records of two later shipments did not specify the type of fuses, the 2019
shipment was of timer mechanical fuse 447, designed for the 84mm Carl Gustaf recoilless
rifles.

The Myanmar military has used 84mm Carl Gustaf rounds during attacks in ethnic areas.
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Saab Group, a Swedish corporation that manufactures Carl Gustaf launchers and munitions,
did not respond to questions from Justice for Myanmar regarding licensing of fuses to
India’s Ordnance Factory Board and the Sandeep Metalcraft shipments to Myanmar.

The fuses were sent to the private Myanmar military supplier, Creative Exploration Ltd,
formerly named mySpace International.

Creative Exploration is a major broker of arms and equipment for the Myanmar Police
Force.

The company is owned by Dr Kyaw Kyaw Htun and his wife, Zar Phyu Tin Soe, the daughter
of a former military officer who was Myanmar’s ambassador to Russia. Kyaw Kyaw Htun is a
former military officer and graduate of the Defence Services Technological Academy.

Since 2020, Creative Exploration has also imported US digital forensics technology from the
US company, Oxygen Forensics, and a digital forensics examination station from the US firm
Sirichie, both via Indian suppliers.

Justice For Myanmar calls on India to impose an immediate arms embargo on the Myanmar
military.

Sweden must suspend exports and licence production agreements with Indian arms
manufacturers for launchers and munitions, and investigate if any of the Sandeep
Metalcraft shipments to Myanmar contain Swedish technology.

Fellow members of the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (the Quad), Australia, Japan and the
USA, must use their influence to stop the flow of arms from India to the Myanmar military.

Sanctions must urgently be imposed on Creative Exploration, Sandeep Metalcraft, their
owners and all other Myanmar military arms suppliers.

Justice for Myanmar spokesperson Yadanar Maung says: “India’s supply of fuses to the
Myanmar military is inexcusable.

“India is directly supporting the junta’s indiscriminate attacks against civilians by allowing
the export of key components in the very weapons the military is using to commit war
crimes and crimes against humanity.

“The junta has used airstrikes and shelling to bomb homes and villages, kill and maim
people and forcibly displace an estimated 690,000, in a nationwide campaign of terror.

“As a democratic country and a neighbour of Myanmar, we appeal to the Indian
government to stand with the people of Myanmar, not war criminals and their illegitimate
junta.

“We call on India to impose an immediate arms embargo on the Myanmar military and end
complicity in the junta’s atrocity crimes.

“It is deeply concerning that a Swedish company may be tied to the provision of weapons
that are killing innocent people in Myanmar
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“We demand Sweden immediately suspend exports and licencing of launchers and
munitions until India stops the flow of arms to the terrorist junta.”

https://www.mizzima.com/article/indian-firm-supplying-ordnance-fuses-myanmar-military
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