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Myanmar army, allied militia linked to more civilian murders and acts of arson in
Sagaing
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Myanmar Junta Detains Over 40 Protesters in Yangon
By THE IRRAWADDY | 15 June 2022

Myanmar’s military regime has detained more than 40 anti-regime protesters and their
relatives in Yangon since Sunday.

Some were detained when junta troops checked houses for overnight guests, while others
were detained after the regime arrested the driver of a taxi taken by anti-coup protesters,
according to a member of the Yangon Strike Committee.

“Some 40 have been detained. It is partly because the taxi driver who took the protesters
was arrested and partly because military intelligence has stepped up its operations,” said a
member of the strike committee.

Detainees are reportedly being held in township police stations, but some have been sent
straight to interrogation centers.

Most of the detainees are from Kyimyindaing, Sanchaung, Tamwe and Yankin townships in
Yangon, according to another member of the strike committee who is in hiding. Regime
forces did not use guns in the arrests, but protesters were beaten as they were detained, he
added.

A member of the All Burma Federation of Student Unions (ABFSU) said: “More than 30 were
detained on June 13 alone. The number might be over 40 as more people were detained on
June 14. The regime tracks them down through the accounts they use to donate money [to
resistance groups], as well as through the drivers of the taxis they hail. We are still
investigating how the regime can track them down. And we are still identifying the
detainees.”

Anti-coup protesters in Yangon face an increased risk of getting arrested, said another
ABFSU member.

“They have the addresses of protesters and come straight to their doors. If they don’t find
the persons they are looking for, they arrest their relatives. We heard that people who are
not involved were also arrested. We are checking if any of our members was detained.”

Protesters are often required to move to a new home once a colleague or friend is detained.
But many landlords do not want to rent their apartments to young people, as the regime
targets young people in its house searches, so protesters are therefore having difficulties
finding places to hide out.

A member of the General Strike Committee (GSC) said: “The situation is once we lose
contact with a member of our network, the whole group has to move out of their existing
places. From the current situation, we can say that it has become more and more dangerous
day by day. It is not even safe even if you hide in your apartment and don’t go out.”

On Tuesday, the GSC issued a red alert for protesters on its Facebook page, and other strike
committees have also called on members to exercise caution.
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“These extensive searches and arrests will only temporarily halt the protests,” said a
member of the ABFSU.

Over one year on from the coup, street protests against the regime continue in Yangon and
many other parts of the country.

At least 94 students have died in brutal crackdowns on anti-regime protests and in military
custody since the coup and up to June 13 this year, according to the ABFSU and Yangon
University Students Union.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-detains-over-40-protesters-in-
yangon.html

Myanmar army, allied militia linked to more civilian murders and acts of arson in Sagaing

Resistance forces report that multiple civilians are killed and hundreds of homes burned
during junta raids in Khin-U and Chaung-U townships

Moe Oo / Maung Shwe Wah | Published on Jun 15, 2022

Kyoet Kan village is seen burning as villagers
returned on the morning of June 12 after the
military left (Supplied)

Junta troops accompanied by members of the
military-backed Pyu Saw Htee militia were linked to
the murders of up at least seven people this week
in raids on villages in two Sagaing Region townships
where nearly 200 homes were torched.

According to members of local People’s Defence Force (PDF) chapters, Myanmar army
soldiers shot and killed two men taken as hostages from Kyoet Kan village in Khin-U
Township on June 11.

The troops and militia members belonged to a convoy travelling from Shwebo that was
attacked with explosives by resistance forces just outside of Kyoet Kan that evening; they
responded by firing artillery at the village, a member of the Naga Nyi Naung guerrilla group
active in the area told Myanmar Now.

“The junta forces that fired shells at the village were the ones that killed the victims,” he
said.

Locals and members of defence forces found and cremated the bodies of the two men the
following day after the troops had left. The victims were believed to be in their 20s and 50s,
respectively, but at the time of reporting, it was not known from which village they were
abducted or how long they had been held by the military before they were killed.
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Bodies of the two Kyoet Kan villagers killed by junta
forces on June 11 (Supplied)

Junta forces in the area had also carried out an arson
attack on a neighbouring village—Kan Thit—one day
earlier, burning some 50 homes.

Resistance fighters assumed that the convoy in

) . guestion had been sent to Kyoet Kan from the
M|I|tary Advanced Training Depot No. 8, some six miles away, in order to act as
reinforcements for another column that was already torching the village, destroying some
37 homes.

Both military units were targeted in makeshift bomb attacks by the guerrilla groups that
reportedly caused some 18 junta casualties, but Myanmar Now was unable to
independently verify the claim.

“The dead soldiers were also burned along with the houses that were torched,” the member
of Naga Nyi Naung said.

More than 100 miles southwest of Khin-U in Chaung-U Township, PDF members found the
burned bodies of six people in the ashes of Taw Kyaung Lay village this week, five of whom
are believed to be civilians and one reportedly a junta soldier.

Around 100 of the community’s 1,000 homes were destroyed during a three-day occupation
by Myanmar army troops and Pyu Saw Htee members that began on June 12.

Chaung-U PDF spokesperson Jack told Myanmar Now that the junta soldiers had come to
the area after travelling along the Chindwin River on two ferries, and that the Pyu Saw Htee
were from the village of Kan Gyi Kone, four miles south of Taw Chaung Lay.

The Chaung-U PDF claimed the militia members in question were linked to the murder of
two PDF members and four civilians in early June.

Although the majority of Taw Chaung Lay’s residents fled as the troops arrived to heavy
artillery fire, some 50 locals, including elderly people, were detained as the village was
looted over the next two days.

The occupying forces set fire to the community on Tuesday at 4am before departing.

A shift in the wind stopped the entirety of Taw Chaung Lay from burning down and limited
the destruction to the 100 southernmost homes, Jack of the Chaung-U PDF explained.

It marked the fourth arson attack on the village since the coup in early 2021 —some 30
homes were reportedly destroyed in previous fires set by the military.

The six charred bodies were found by PDF members in the aftermath of the occupation. The
identities of the victims could not be confirmed, particularly since some of the villagers
detained earlier were released and had fled, making it more difficult to determine who
remained captive, according to another Chaung-U PDF member.
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“We had no means to identify most of the bodies because of the damage done by the fire,”
he explained. “However, on one of the bodies, we found an open wound and some
bandages and we are assuming that the body belonged to a junta soldier that was killed in
an explosive attack.”

According to monitoring group Data for Myanmar, as of June 7 at least 18,886 houses had
been destroyed by the military nationwide since the coup.

Myanmar Now was unable to obtain comment from junta information officers regarding the
reports of their troops burning and looting villages and killing civilians.

The military council has not released a statement on the incidents in question and has
repeatedly denied responsibility for acts of arson.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-army-allied-militia-linked-to-more-

civilian-murders-and-acts-of-arson-in-sagaing

Nearly 3,000 Civilians Flee Myanmar Regime's Aerial Bombing in Sagaing
By THE IRRAWADDY | 15 June 2022

Around 3,000 civilians from Sagaing Region have left their homes because of Myanmar junta
air bombardment and arson attacks in Wetlet Township on Tuesday.

A shootout broke out on Tuesday morning between around 70 regime soldiers and
resistance forces in Maekone village, which had around 600 houses, in the west of the
township when regime forces attempted to raid the village.

After 45 minutes of fighting a junta fighter jet dropped two bombs on the village while
ground troops used artillery.

Bo Pyan Hlwar, a village resistance leader, told The Irrawaddy on Wednesday that his
resistance fighters, armed with shotguns and improvised weapons, retreated because of the
airstrikes.

There were no resistance casualties, he said.

During the raid, three villagers, Ko Garnar, 30, U Than Win, 43, and U Win Maung, 60, were
shot dead by regime troops.

Villagers found their bodies in burned houses. Most villagers had evacuated after an earlier
junta raid on an adjacent village.

Villagers are sheltering in forests and nearby villages, said Bo Pyan Hlwar.

“We resistance fighters have better fighting spirit than the regime troops. Even though we
don’t have any proper weapons, we held off their raid for an hour,” he said. “With about 10
automatic rifles we could protect our village.”
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Regime forces were still deployed in the area on Wednesday, preventing villagers from
returning, according to the resistance group.

Photos show many houses have been burned down by the regime.

Myanmar’s junta has escalated its atrocities, including the arbitrary killing of civilians,
torture, using civilians as human shields, air and artillery strikes on residential areas and
looting and burning houses, especially in Chin, Kachin, Kayah and Karen states and Magwe,
Sagaing and Mandalay regions.

Meanwhile, the regime faces daily attacks from people’s defense forces and ethnic armed
organizations.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/nearly-3000-civilians-flee-myanmar-regimes-

aerial-bombing-in-sagaing.html

Five Civilians Killed and Burned by Myanmar Junta Troops in Magwe
By THE IRRAWADDY | 15 June 2022

Five civilians, including three striking civil servants, from Myaing Township in Magwe Region
have been killed and burned by Myanmar junta troops.

Around 50 troops and pro-regime Pyu Saw Htee militia members raided Danpinkan village
on Friday morning and took 12 civilians as human shields while they advanced to Thitkyitaw
village in Yesagyo Township. Danpinkan is near the border with Yesagyo Township.

Some civilians were released on Saturday but teachers U Win Kyaw and Daw Khin Hnin Wai,
who was five months’ pregnant, and nurse Daw Zar Li Naing and other civilians Mg Htay Min
Oo and Ma Thae Ei Ei Win were tortured and killed on Friday night near Paidthinkut village,
according to the Northern Yesagyo Guerilla Force.

Bo Mote Sait, a group representative, said: “The bodies were burned and buried. We found
handcuffs and ammunition at the site. The victims struggled before they were killed. | think
they were burned alive.”

All five were reportedly members of the resistance group. Ma Thae Ei Ei Win married earlier
this month.

A Danpinkan villager said: “My nephew was arrested but luckily he was released the next
day. Unfortunately, our teacher, U Win Kyaw, and the others were brutally murdered by the
soldiers. We have no words to express our sadness.”

Since the coup last year, many government staff have refused to work for the regime,
stifling the junta’s ability to administrate. Many striking civil servants have been sacked, face
arrest warrants and are in hiding. Some have been brutally killed in custody.

U Hlaing Win, a striking teacher from Sagaing Region, was arrested in December and died in
custody days later.
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Daw Khin Yi Yi Zaw, another striking teacher, was shot dead while riding a motorcycle in
Kalay Township in February.

Resistance forces have threatened civil servant who refuse to join the national civil
disobedience movement.

A teacher and her sister from Wetlet Township in Sagaing Region were killed on June 6 for
cooperating with the regime.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/five-civilians-killed-and-burned-by-myanmar-

junta-troops-in-magwe.html

Myohla KPDF Ambushes Burma Army In Shwegu Township

15th June 2022

KIA soldier

The Myohla Kachin People’s Defence Force
(Myohla KPDF) allegedly killed many Burma
Army (BA) soldiers with landmines when
they ambushed a patrol column in Shwegu
Township, Kachin State.

More than 80 BA soldiers from Light
Infantry Battalion 415 were walking from
Shwe Nyein Chan to Kyauk Gyi when they
were attacked by 8 landmines at around 9am on 12 June.

“We detonated several landmines when the BA soldiers reached the area, which was about
50 metres from our position....During the explosion, we saw BA soldiers being thrown into
the air,” a Myohla KPDF officer told KNG. After the explosions, the resistance group
retreated and both sides engaged in an exchange of fire.

The Myohla KPDF tried to collect the bodies of the fallen BA soldiers, but as more troops
from LIB 121 arrived, fighting continued for most of the day. Later that night, the BA
collected the bodies of their soldiers killed in action.

On 5 June, Kachin Independence Army and a local PDF branch seized a BA camp in Pan
Hkawng Yang. The Myohla KPDF attacked BA soldiers retreating from the camp to Kyauk Gyi
village on 12 June.

https://kachinnews.com/2022/06/15/myohla-kpdf-ambushes-burma-army-in-shwegu-
township/
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Karenni armed groups display weapons seized in four days of fighting

A series of clashes that began last Friday also left at least 10 junta soldiers and two civilians
dead

Esther J | Published on Jun 15, 2022

Weapons and ammunition seized by Karenni forces
during four days of fighting from June 10 to 13 (KNDF)

An array of weapons and ammunition, all seized by
ethnic Karenni forces during four days of fighting with
junta troops that began late last week, was put on
display on Tuesday.

Among the captured items were an MA4 rifle, four
MAL1 rifles, three MA2 rifles, an RPG rocket, six ENERGA rifle grenades, two 60mm artillery
shells, and a number of landmines, hand grenades, gun cartridges, bullets, and other
military supplies.

All of the items were seized during clashes that took place in Karenni (Kayah) State’s Hpruso
Township between June 10 and 13, according to the alliance of Karenni forces that took part
in the fighting.

The alliance included the Karenni Nationalities Defence Force (KNDF), the Karenni Army, and
People’s Defence Force groups from Demoso and Loikaw townships.

The groups targeted a column of around 100 soldiers from Light Infantry Division (LID) 66
travelling on the highway between the Karenni State capital Loikaw and Bawlakhe, a town
located some 167km to the south.

The most serious clashes took place between the villages of Daw Nyay Khu and Htee Paw So
in Hpruso Township on Sunday and Monday, the KNDF said in a statement.

Seized uniforms bearing LID 66 badges (KNDF)

During one battle that broke out at around 1pm on
Sunday, 10 junta soldiers were killed and eight guns
and other weapons, including grenades and
landmines, were seized.

g8 Another clash the following morning resulted in the
capture of four more guns, a member of the KNDF

told Myanmar Now.

He added that the Karenni alliance mainly targeted scouting parties sent ahead of the main
column.

“They are trying to gain control over a wider area, but to do that, they need to send out
scouts. Otherwise, they will be ambushed by the resistance forces,” said the KNDF member.
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According to the KNDF statement, there were also a number of civilian casualties resulting
from indiscriminate shelling by the regime troops.

It said that a 51-year-old man was killed and three women and a child were injured in Ngan
Yoe, a village in Demoso Township, due to artillery fire.

On Thursday, before the fighting started, a 45-year-old woman in Daw Paw Ka Lel, a village
in Loikaw Township, was also killed by an artillery shell, according to the KNDF.

Karenni resistance forces have stepped up their attacks on junta columns since April in an
effort to prevent the regime from sending more reinforcements into the area.

On May 31, they launched three days of attacks on a convoy of 28 military
vehicles, capturing two trucks, weapons, and LID 66 uniforms.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/karenni-armed-groups-display-weapons-seized-
in-four-days-of-fighting

“We are Getting Stronger to Complete the Revolution”: Karenni Resistance Leader
By THE IRRAWADDY | 15 June 2022

Armed resistance to the military regime in Kayah State, southeast Myanmar began in May
last year in response to the lethal crackdowns on civilians by the junta. Along with resistance
groups in Sagaing Region and Chin State, Karenni fighters pioneered the use of homemade
weapons against the regime.

Despite being the smallest state in Myanmar, with a population of around 300,000, Kayah
State is currently home to over a dozen resistance groups. Among them is the Karenni
Nationalities Defense Force (KNDF), which has been fighting the junta for over a year.

On May 31, the KNDF celebrated its one-year anniversary. The group now has 21 battalions,
some with female fighters, led by young people. It fights alongside several People’s Defense
Forces (PDF), and the Karenni Army (KA), the armed wing of the Karenni National
Progressive Party.

To understand the complexity of the resistance movement, and the prospects of building a
peaceful federal democratic union, The Irrawaddy spoke to KNDF chair Khun Be Du, who is
also a deputy minister of natural resources and environmental conservation for the shadow
National Unity Government (NUG).

Formed in May last year, the KNDF now has 21
battalions, some with female fighters, led by young
people.

A dedicated fighter, the ethnic Karenni leader patiently
answered The Irrawaddy’s questions despite an
unstable phone connection and having to cut off the
call every two minutes to avoid it being traced by the
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junta and so revealing his location.
What are the achievements of the KNDF since it was formed?

We measure our achievements based on the current strength and capability of the KNDF.
We now have control over main roads and in towns and we are better equipped to execute
and accomplish missions. We also measure our achievements based on the size of our
arsenal and networking with PDFs and ethnic armed organizations (EAOs) fighting alongside
us in Kayah State. Our achievement is that we are only getting stronger to complete the
revolution in shorter time.

How did you found the KNDF and is it difficult combining your role as leader with being a
deputy NUG minister?

The KNDF is doing an important job and the NUG also plays an important role. So we have to
do those two jobs together. Young and middle-aged people in our state decided to carry out
revolution and organized training. We gathered arms on our own and also looked for
donors. After our group had managed to obtain around 100 weapons, people in other
townships also wanted to join the revolution and we gave up our original name and
ambitions. We chose our current name KNDF so that not only indigenous ethnic Karenni
people but also other ethnic people in Karenni State can join the task of protecting the
people. Today, we have 21 battalions and over 8,000 fighters who have signed up to serve in
the army for two years.

| engage mainly in preparing and overseeing military operations including the provision of
food supplies and weapons. At the same time, the Karenni State Consultative Council (KSCC)
has assigned us to join the NUG to establish better networking with resistance groups across
the country. We are assigned not just to take a seat in the NUG but to work actively in it.
Besides my work as a deputy minister, | also engage as a coordinator in other NUG programs
such as assisting military defectors and the NUG’s local administration as well as other
committees. We coordinate closely to ensure that the revolution succeeds across the
country, and not just in our state.

How much territory does the KNDF now control? What are the challenges in feeding, arming
and managing a big army?

It is important that every member has discipline and follows the rules and regulations. Yes,
there have been a few cases of KNDF member kidnapping and extorting people. But we
have been able to enforce rules and regulations in most of the cases. We also treat
prisoners of war in line with international procedures. We have detained more than 100
[civilian] criminals and junta soldiers. It is important to make sure our side does not commit
war crimes.

Our army is fed and armed by contributions from people near and far. Most of the weapons
are bought by KNDF members themselves. As cash contributions from the donors are likely

to decline over time, we have designed some plans. But those plans are not about extorting
money or imposing taxes on people. Instead, we will use methods that are acceptable to all.

Page 11 of 69



Khun Be Du gives a speech marking the one-year
anniversary of the formation of the KNDF. (Photo:
KNDF B-08)

We have been able to produce some weapons, as well
as ammunition, in the last six months. So we believe
we will not run short of weapons. The revolution will
succeed when we share our resources and technology
with each other.

How many resistance fighters have died in comparison to junta casualties in Kayah State?

It is the people who have borne the brunt of the fighting. We have sympathy for them.
People are enduring this to seek justice one day. More than 200 civilians have died [in Kayah
State]. Junta troops have committed arbitrary arrests and extrajudicial killings. They have
dumped bodies into septic tanks. They are quite cruel. In December last year, they
slaughtered more than 40 civilians and set fire to their bodies. Over 500 houses were
destroyed and damaged by junta artillery strikes and arson attacks. Many villages were
torched. This is the loss of the country.

Nearly 50 KNDF members have sacrificed their lives so far. We gave them proper burial as
the martyrs of our revolution. We assume some 30 junta soldiers died or were at least
seriously injured for every KNDF member who has fallen. The combat capability of KNDF
members is not in question. Our fighters work hard and have high morale, which determines
the results of the clashes. Our arsenal grows day by day while the regime has to bring in
reinforcements every day.

We had to withdraw from Demoso in January and February when junta troops conducted
large-scale operations with artillery strikes and aerial attacks to retake control of towns. We
returned to attack junta troops in Demoso around April. Our fighters were killed or injured
by landmines there, and have learned lessons from that. Although regime troops are
deployed in towns, they can’t run the administration at all. And although we had to
withdraw from Demoso, sneak attacks on junta troops still continue daily there. We
occupied a few outposts temporarily and seized arms. The KA, which is older and more
senior than us, seized the Kyar Pa Sak outpost, but had to withdraw later.

We are holding fire and preparing ourselves for now, considering the losses people have
suffered so far, and waiting for the rise of revolution in other parts of the country. The
revolution will succeed early if the international community takes action before the country
sustains huge losses. Especially, the revolution will succeed quicker if senior Myanmar
military personnel take swift action [mutiny]. We are still hoping to avoid more bloody
fighting that will harm the country.

The KNDF has a company of female fighters. What percentage of KNDF members are
women and do you think the role of women revolutionaries is important?
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We don’t have a military unit that solely consists of women. There are women leading
companies in our 21 battalions. Women leaders are largely involved in the administration of
battalions. We have strong female participation.

| don’t want to highlight the number of women members. What is more important is that
women are playing a part in the revolution. We haven’t sent women fighters to the
frontline. But we need them now for fighting, and have provided advanced level training
and refresher training for them. Now women have opportunities to utilize their shrewdness
on the frontline.

Over 60 Karenni women fighters undergo KNDF
special military training. (Photo: KNDF B-05)

Soon there will be guerilla operations by women
KNDF members. There will be women
commanders. We will recognize, without
discrimination, their rights and their ability to
perform. There will be women snipers, too. Thanks
to the capacity of women members, the
administration of our battalions is systematic and organized. Women medics have proven
their remarkable performance by saving many resistance fighters. They should be honored.
They have saved the lives of more than 100 fighters who were seriously injured or lost their
limbs. They also carried them back to the rear safely and protected them in safe places.

How is the relationship between the KSCC, revolutionary groups, the KNDF and the NUG?

The KNDF serves as the defense force of Kayah State and the Karenni State Police [KSP —a
parallel police force formed by striking police officers] takes responsibility for the rule of law
in Kayah. The KNDF is fully responsible to fight the regime troops and the KSP is responsible
for enforcing existing laws, and the laws issued by the NUG, the KSCC, our customary laws,
and enforcing the rulings of the judiciary and providing security to establish the rule of law.

Both the KNDF and the KSP network with PDFs and other groups in implementing our goals
on the ground, although we are not under a single chain of command. The KSCC is working
to coordinate those goals and the administration of Kayah State.

As everyone knows, the KSCC consists of elected lawmakers, representatives of EAOs, ethnic
political parties and civil society organizations. The KSCC is providing public services as the
regime’s administration has ceased. The KSCC implements its aims according to the charter
[adopted by the National Unity Consultative Council]. The charter allows states and units to
form their own governments, and all units and states network together in fighting the
regime.

The NUG is our interim government [of the country] and the KSCC is our interim
government of Kayah State. We expect we will be able to present a clearer picture of union-
level units and state-level units next month. We are taking pragmatic approaches to building
a federal Union, which is the aspiration of the people.
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Karenni State was never ruled by any central Myanmar authority until independence from
Britain. The KA has fought successive military regimes for autonomy for Kayah State. It is
now cooperating with NUG to build a future federal union. What role will the KNDF play in
any future union?

Firstly, before Myanmar’s independence, Karenni State worked together with inland
Myanmar to fight the British. Karenni leaders in 1947 decided to join the union.

Secondly, we were oppressed all along after we became part of the union. Natural resources
in our state were never used for us, but used for other parts of country or exploited by the
generals, while we were denied our rights.

Thirdly, we must be aware that the National League for Democracy (NLD) had power only
after it won the election. Fourthly, it must be acknowledged that all of us, including those in
other states who have actively participated in this revolution, hope that power will be
equally shared, that there will no more civil war, and that there will be no more
discrimination and repression after we win this revolution.

KNDF women fighters celebrate. (Photo: KNDF B-

(] 05)

e .‘ oy » 4 5o we can’t dwell on the past or let the NLD play
L AN s s it pleases. We have to find a common
answer, which is federal democracy. We have to
prepare for this now. So all the groups in our
state must work in unity in fighting the regime,
= : and when this revolution succeeds we must
undergo security reforms together in the state.

After the revolution is completed, the KSCC will continue to serve as the interim
government and initiate reforms which will enable us, after a democratic election, to make
good use of natural resources and bring about sustainable development of Kayah States as
well as the country. We want to prove that it is wrong to accuse us of wanting to secede
from the union.

We will approach federalism pragmatically. Based on historical status, current situation, and
aspirations of the people, our state will join as a part of the union. And we will make sure
we can enjoy all the rights people in our state should enjoy. We will not make unrealistic
demands, but the union must grant us equal rights. This is our approach.

The NLD government suppressed Karenni youth and organizations before the coup. What
made the Karenni people resist the military regime despite that suppression?

Young Karenni people were arrested for protests against [the NLD government’s erection of]
General Aung San statues in Kayah State. And some were detained and jailed when we
protested over civilian deaths. There were also arrests and imprisonment under U Thein
Sein’s government.
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Young Karenni people have always demanded equal rights and reasonable opportunities for
development of our state and that our identity is recognized. But successive governments
have rejected our demands and suppressed us.

We have always done what is important first. We have not just demanded equal rights, but
we have fought for many years to end military dictatorship. When the 2008 [military-
drafted] constitution was ratified, many young Karenni people staged protests despite the
risk of imprisonment.

As the most important thing is to fight the regime, we have ignored arrests and
imprisonment over the [General Aung San] statues. And we are even working together with
people from the NLD, for example officials of the Kayah State government, who detained
and imprisoned our Karenni people. We are working together with them to end military
dictatorship, holding meetings with them daily.

We are politically aware that military dictatorship must be deposed. Only when military
dictatorship has ended, will there be freedom and transparency which will enable us to
make demands and have a greater say. This is our major motivation for fighting the regime
at the frontline.

KNDF fighters seized two military trucks, weapons, landmines and
anti-drone jammers on June 2 in Hpruso township, Kayah State.
(Photo: KNDF)

After the coup, we demanded that Daw Aung San Suu Kyi be
released, parliament be convened, the 2008 constitution be
scrapped and a federal union established. We have demanded that
all political prisoners including Daw Aung San Suu Kyi be released
and elected parties take power while our federal rights are being
established.

Has there been any discussion about establishing an independent Karenni State? What is
the KNDF’s position?

We will not work to have an independent state while we are working to establish
federalism. We are concerned when charters for independent states and self-administration
are talked about. As the country is gaining political momentum, some are portraying us as
would-be separatists. We assume all those acts are dangerous.

The position of both the KNDF and the KSCC is that we don’t have a policy to ask for a
charter that allows self-government and an independent state, but that we stand for equal
rights in the union. Our approach is for all parties ‘to come together’.

For this approach to be successful, both the regime, the NLD and other parties that won [the
2020 general election] must see this and cooperate again with correct steps. They must
welcome each other.

The military regime is extremely frightened that our democratic forces will unite. At the
same time, some people from the NLD are concerned that ethnic people will have equal
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rights, and they hold the view that the central government that won the election should
decide everything. And their responses are influenced by those concerns, which is very
saddening. Their actions undermine the current cooperation between us and amount to a
violation of the charter agreed by the majority.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/in-person/interview/we-are-getting-stronger-to-complete-the-
revolution-karenni-resistance-leader.html

Myanmar Junta Killing, Detaining, Torturing and Displacing Children: UN
By NORA AUNG | 15 June 2022

The Myanmar junta has deliberately killed hundreds of children as part of a strategy to
inflict immense suffering on innocent civilians and subjugate the people of the country, a
UN expert said on Tuesday.

At least 382 children have been killed or injured by armed groups since the coup and the
Myanmar military bears the most responsibility for these deaths, according to a report by
Tom Andrews, the UN special rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Myanmar.

Of the deaths and injuries of children, 59 percent occurred during targeted or indiscriminate
attacks by the military, according to the report, which also found that at least 111 were
killed or injured by landmines.

The report states that the junta has arbitrarily detained over 1,400 children since the coup
and at least 274 remain behind bars. From 2021 to March 2022, it adds, at least 142 children
were subject to torture in prison, resulting in injuries and in some cases deaths. Regarding
junta forces’ treatment of child prisoners, Andrews writes: “They have beaten, cut and
stabbed children, burned them with cigarettes, forced them to hold stress positions,
subjected them to mock executions, deprived them of food and water.”

Additionally, at least 61 children—some very young—are currently being held as hostages to
put pressure on family members wanted by the regime.

On April 5, a 3-year-old boy was abducted from his kindergarten in Yangon by junta forces
after they arrested his mother. On the same day, a 14-year-old boy was arrested by regime
forces looking for his father, a friend of the 3-year-old’s mother.

The special rapporteur was unable to confirm the whereabouts of the mother, her son or
the 14-year-old, all of whom appear to remain in the junta’s custody.

More than 250,000 children have been displaced since the coup due to junta attacks on
civilians, Andrews said based on information from UN agencies, humanitarian and human
rights groups and civil society organizations.

He urged the world to return its attention to Myanmar.
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“Member states, regional organizations, the Security Council, and other UN entities must
respond to the crisis in Myanmar with the same urgency they have responded to the crisis in
Ukraine,” he said.

The UN special rapporteur recommended imposing an arms embargo on Myanmar, slapping
sanctions on the Myanmar Foreign Trade Bank, Myanmar Oil and Gas Enterprise and other
key sources of revenue, and facilitating cross-border humanitarian aid by the UN and
ASEAN.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-killing-detaining-torturing-and-
displacing-children-un.html

UN Makes Urgent Appeal to Myanmar Junta to Halt Executions
By AFP | 15 June 2022

GENEVA—The UN rights chief said Tuesday that Myanmar’s junta has likely committed
crimes against humanity and urged the regime to stop planned executions, including of
prominent democracy activists.

Myanmar’s military seized power on Feb. 1 last year, ousting the civilian government and
arresting its de facto leader, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi. The junta has since waged a bloody
crackdown on dissent.

The UN’s High Commissioner for Human Rights Michelle Bachelet warned that going ahead
with the country’s first judicial executions since 1990 would “violate the right to life”.

“l urgently call on military authorities to refrain from such a regressive step,” she told the
UN Human Rights Council.

Myanmar’s junta this month said it would execute Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw, a former lawmaker
from Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s party, and Ko Jimmy, a prominent democracy activist, both
convicted of terrorism.

They are among dozens who have been sentenced to death as part of the junta’s
crackdown.

On Tuesday, Bachelet repeated her office’s findings that the military’s abuses since the coup
may amount to “crimes against humanity and war crimes”.

She said at least 1,900 killings by the military had been reported since the coup, with more
than 13,500 people arbitrarily arrested, including politicians, journalists and lawyers.

More than 10,500 are in detention, she said.

Post-coup violence has pushed the number of displaced people in Myanmar to more than 1
million, with around 14 million in the country needing urgent humanitarian assistance,
according to the UN.

‘Senseless violence’
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In a March report, the rights office described how the military had bombarded populated
areas with air strikes and heavy weapons and deliberately targeted civilians.

Many were shot in the head, burned to death, arbitrarily arrested, tortured or used as
human shields.

Bachelet said Tuesday that since then, the “senseless violence in Myanmar has intensified”.

She pointed out that a “well-documented tactic of the military is the burning of entire
villages, residential buildings, schools, houses of worship and other objects specially
protected under international humanitarian law”.

“The targeting of civilians and the burning of villages must stop now,” she said, adding that
11,000 sites may have been targeted so far.

Bachelet also voiced alarm at reports suggesting the junta was “trying to militarize whole
communities by expanding its allied local militia organizations, and formalizing military
control of police forces.”

She also denounced Myanmar’s continued crackdown on the Rohingya, including
implementing “strict discriminatory limitations on their movement”, saying more than 300
had been arrested for traveling “illegally” outside their communities.

The UN rights chief reiterated calls for accountability for the widespread abuses.

“It is extremely disappointing to note that international efforts to rein in the military’s
recklessly violent approach have been largely ineffective,” she said.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/un-makes-urgent-appeal-to-myanmar-junta-to-
halt-executions.html

Rampant Violations in Myanmar Could Constitute Crimes Against Humanity and War
Crimes

June 15, 2022 | Lisa Schlein

FILE - This photo from the humanitarian group
Free Burma Rangers taken May 3, 2022, shows
the remains of a building after attacks by the
Myanmar military, according to the Free Burma
Rangers, on a village in Doo Tha Htoo district in
Myanmar's eastern Kayin state.

In her oral update on conditions in Myanmar,
U.N. High Commissioner for Human Rights
Michelle Bachelet called for action to bring Myanmar’s generals to account and return the
country to democratic rule. She told the council that the lives and future of Myanmar’s
people are hanging in the balance.
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Since the coup in February 2021, she said at least 1,900 people have been killed and one
million internally displaced. She also said the military coup has crippled Myanmar’s
economy, millions of people have lost their jobs, and 14 million are in urgent need of
humanitarian assistance.

She said the junta has intensified its military operations and violence in several ethnic
states, amplifying the suffering of civilians.

“Local residents are often detained, and in some cases may have been forcibly disappeared
or used as human shields. A well-documented tactic of the military is the burning of entire
villages, residential buildings, schools, houses of worship, and other objects specially
protected under international humanitarian law.”

She said the persecution of the Rohingya Muslim community in Rakhine State continues,
making the return of nearly one million Rohingya, who have taken refuge in Bangladesh,
unrealistic.

High Commissioner Bachelet has criticized international efforts to rein in the military’s
recklessly violent behavior as largely ineffective. She said sustained and concrete action
must be taken to stem the violence.

“I'urge all member states, particularly those with the highest level access and influence, to
intensify their pressure on the military leadership. Available measures include placing
increased restrictions targeting military-controlled financial holdings and business interests
and limiting their access to foreign currencies to restrict their ability to purchase military
equipment and supplies.”

Myanmar was stripped of its right of reply at the council. It was not able to respond to the
high commissioner’s report because the United Nations does not recognize the legitimacy of
Myanmar’s military leadership.

https://www.voanews.com/a/rampant-violations-in-myanmar-could-constitute-crimes-
against-humanity-and-war-crimes-/6618343.html|

Myanmar Junta Extends Peace Invites As Major Armed Groups Shun
By THE IRRAWADDY | 15 June 2022

Myanmar’s junta boss Min Aung Hlaing repeated his invitation to ethnic armed
organizations (EAOs) which have not attended the current so-called peace talks.

Major EAOs, including the Karen National Union (KNU), Kachin Independence Army (KIA),
Karenni National Progressive Party and Chin National Front, are fighting the junta and have
rejected an offer in late April to attend talks as neither genuine nor inclusive.

The junta excluded the country’s parallel National Unity Government (NUG) and its armed
wing, the people’s defense forces (PDFs), who have been fighting beside some EAOs.
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“A peace overture is made once again to [all] EAOs that are still absent from the peace talks
and they are urged to truly realize the national and regional interests,” the junta stated on
Tuesday.

It urged EAO leaders to reply by June 30.

The Kachin Independence Organization (KIO), the political wing of the KIA, said in May that
it would only attend talks when all sides were invited.

The KNU, the political wing of the KNLA, made a similar response last month.

Responding to the latest invitation, KNU spokesman Phado Saw Taw Nee told Khit Thit
media that the armed group had no plans to talk with Min Aung Hlaing.

“Our position is clear. We have no reason to hold talks with them,” he was quoted saying on
Wednesday.

The KNU and KIA are among the country’s most powerful EAOs and have been fighting
alongside the PDFs.

After a year of clashes with newly formed resistance forces, Min Aung Hlaing’s offer of talks
has been interpreted as an attempt to divide the armed struggle and persuade EAOs not to
support the resistance.

This week’s invitation comes amid rising tension between the regime and the Arakan Army
(AA) as the junta increases its military presence in Rakhine and Chin states.

The AA rejected the earlier invitation to talks.

AA spokesman Khaing Thukha said on Tuesday that the group did not attend the junta’s
previous peace talks as it stood with those who fight the junta.

He said the regime’s continuing arrests and oppression of the Rakhine people showed that
talks were pointless.

Seven of the 10 signatories of the 2015 National Ceasefire Agreement and three non-
signatories, the Shan State Progress Party, United Wa State Party and National Democratic
Alliance Army, which are not fighting the junta, have accepted the invitation.
Representatives from six groups have visited Naypyitaw since May 20.

The NUG on June 1 declared that any agreements made with the terrorist regime would be
illegal and would not be recognized.

The civilian government labeled the regime a terrorist organization in June last year.

“The military regime is a terrorist organization which will be tried at the International Court
of Justice for committing war crimes, crimes against humanity and genocide... It has no right
to negotiate with other parties like a government,” the NUG stated.

Since last year’s coup, junta forces have killed at least 1,941 people and detained more than
14,100, including elected leaders and students.
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armed-groups-shun.html

DKBA Leader Claims Fighting in Lay Kay Kaw Supported by Foreign Funds

General Saw Steel, Commander-in-Chief of the Democratic Karen Buddhist Army (DKBA),
claimed while speaking at a meeting in Palu Gyi village that opponents of the military junta
and fighting in the Lay Kay Kaw area were financed by foreign countries.

Karen News | 16 June 2022

The meeting held at the Palu Gyi village temple on
June 5th was attended by troops funded by the
military-appointed State Administration Council and
included the Border Guard Force militia, sponsored
and under the control of the Burma Army, DKBA
soldiers and local villagers.

4 General Saw Steel alleged at the meeting the Junta’s
opponents were using the war as a means to make

money.

“In the past, we have seen people who earn their living by corn-harvesting, transporting
consumer goods and farming. Now, some people earn their living from fighting wars.

They [junta’s opponents] would not have anything to eat if they didn’t fight in a war. They
don’t have money. When they fight in wars, people in other countries send money. Then
they survive on that. They are not fighting for the country. They are earning a living by
fighting.”

Contrary to General Saw Steel’s allegation the United Nation’s agency for refugees
estimated “the number of IDPs people since the 2021 military takeover [1st February 2021
coup] now exceeds 694,300, bringing the overall number of displaced people across the
country to more than one million.”

The UN reports since the coup; “More than 12,700 civilian properties, including houses,
churches, monasteries, and schools are estimated to have been destroyed.”

General Saw Steel told the meeting the current conflict must be resolved between the Karen
National Union (KNU) and the DKBA could not get involved.

General Saw Steel said the current fighting is being carried out by non-locals and falsely
claimed the DKBA and BGF were the only ones protecting the people.

In response to General Saw Steel comments, Brigadier General Saw Ner Dah Bo Mya of the
Karen National Defense Army (KNDO), who is currently fighting against the military-
appointed State Administration Council’s troops in the southern Myawaddy, said that he did
not want to comment on the DKBA’s statement as it is the time of the conflict but he would
continue to monitor the situation.
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General Ner Dah pointed out the DKBA had a much documented history of working with the
Burma Army. “l don’t want to say much as they [DKBA] are working with the Burmese
[military]. We will monitor the situation. No matter what they say, the local [villagers] know
they [DKBA] are working for the Burmese [military].”

In a bizarre comment General Saw Steel claimed the DKBA and BGF were the ones helping
IDPs and accused community-based-organizations of doing little, except helping themselves.

“Nobody knows the DKBA is helping. Nobody knows the BGF is helping. People only know
about the foreign aid. [Colonel] Chit Thu and | never have good names. The migrants in
foreign countries, who are attacking us, will not come back to feed us. After all, they are
selling you out. If they get 1000 dollars, they will pocket 500 dollars, and only 500 dollars
will get to you.”

Naw K’Nyaw Paw, secretary of the Karen Women’s Organizations (KWO) assisting the
displaced people said General Steele’s allegations clearly showed the DKBA did not
understand how the humanitarian process worked and were making false allegations
because they were working with the coup leaders and its military-appointed State
Administration Council.

Naw K’Nyaw Paw told Karen News, “They (DKBA) have never done anything related to
getting help. Because they have never done it (providing help), they probably do not
understand that there is a code-of-conduct that needs to be followed when delivering
emergency aid. They [DKBA] are attacking these [aid] organizations because they are
working with the military.”

Both the DKBA and the Border Guard Force have a well-documented history of human rights
violations, land confiscations that has resulted in thousands of Karen villagers being
displaced.

A 2016 report by Karen Human Rights Group documented that “Recent fighting between
newly-reformed DKBA and joint forces of BGF and Tatmadaw soldiers led more than six
thousand Karen villagers to flee in Hpa-an District, September 2016.”

In November, 2016, a Human Rights report on land confiscation stated; “The threat of
violence by BGFs and other armed groups remains a reality in Karen State, which may
explain why many farmers are reluctant to protest against the taking of their land when
armed groups are involved.

During the Palu Gyi Temple public meeting, DKBA commander in chief General Steel
guestioned why some people who were able to return to their homes continued to stay in
the displaced camps, adding the good food they were receiving might be a factor.

A local resident, (who spoke on the condition of anonymity), ridiculed General Steel’s
reasoning; “Why would the displaced do that? Think about it. People are hiding on the
riverbanks because they [the armed groups] are not united. They do not understand how
the people have been surviving. The people are paying taxes to feed them [DKBA] and in
return they are not protecting the people.’
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Palu residents said they were requested at the meeting to return to their homes, resume
planting crops again and work on sending the children back to school.

Villagers said there was no discussion about who would be held accountable or who would
take responsibility for the displaced villager’s livelihood, village community safety, and
safety from landmine danger.

Villagers said if the armed groups wanted them to return to their homes, it would only be
possible if all the soldiers stationed in their village withdrew.

The meeting was attended by 100 local villagers, the BGF’'s General Secretary Colonel Saw
Chit Thu and his troops, DKBA Commander-in-Chief General Saw Steel and his soldiers, and
the Burma Army — a combined force of 300.

A Tactical Commander from the military-appointed State Administration Council who
attended the meeting said local people could return home and promised the military council
would not launch an offensive.

The Commander said, “I believe it is possible for people to return to Palu Lay, Palu Gyi, Min
Latt Pan, Ingyin Myaing, Mae Htaw Thalay, and Per He Klaw. We, the Tatmadaw, will not
launch any offensive. We will not start an attack. We are not attacking the whole (Karen
National Union) organization. We are not using excessive forces.”

The Tactical Commander said local villagers could return to their homes and nearby
Tatmadaw camps would be informed of it and people could resume farming.

Villagers told Karen News the Burma Army Tactical Commander words held little truth and it
was the Burma Army and its militia, the BGF who were the cause of the displacement.

A view supported by an Amnesty international report that stated; “On 9 June [2021], the UN
Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Myanmar Tom Andrews warned of

“mass deaths from starvation, disease and exposure” across the state as the military cut off
displaced people’s access to food, water and medicine, including by blocking aid deliveries.”

In Mae Htaw Thalay, Min Latt Pan, Ingyin Myaing, Htee Mae Wah Khee, Per He Klaw, Palu
Gyi, Palu Lay, and Yathit Gu in South of Myawaddy, the clashes between the military council
and the KNLA forces has been going on for more than six months.

According to aid workers, more than 15,000 displaced people living in groups from Lay Kaw
Kaw, Kyout Khat, Lay Daw, Walle, Kanae Lay, Ta Eu Hta, Ta Naw Hta, Thay Baw Boe, Kalaw
Htaw, and Sukali have not yet been able to return home and as the monsoon rains come are
in urgent need of shelter, food, medicine and safe drinking water.

https://karennews.org/2022/06/dkba-leader-claims-fighting-in-lay-kay-kaw-supported-by-

foreign-funds/
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AA Says Myanmar Military Gearing Up for Return to War in Rakhine
By THE IRRAWADDY | 15 June 2022

The Myanmar military is preparing for a return to war in Rakhine State, Arakan Army (AA)
spokesman Khaing Thukha said at a press conference held by the Rakhine ethnic armed
organization on Tuesday.

“The situation is fraught, and the Myanmar military continues to disrupt our administration
and judicial system. We see that they are preparing to fight a war on the Rakhine front,”
Khaing Thukha said.

The Myanmar military had been less active in Rakhine State since an informal ceasefire
between it and the AA took hold in late 2020, but an increase in military activity has been
observed lately with the regime reinforcing its troops and weaponry, including a submarine,
the spokesman said.

Relations have soured between the regime and the AA, and the military’s recent activities in
Rakhine meant that clashes could erupt there at any time, he added.

Despite the relative calm in Rakhine, the state government installed by the regime has
restricted the movements of local people, as well as the free flow of trade. Far from
enjoying the fruits of peace, locals now live in fear, he said.

“The Rakhine government [of the regime] bullies Rakhine civilians and misappropriates
public funds, and corruption is rampant. Our patience is limited for Rakhine individuals on
the regime’s administrative bodies, and we will need to handle them as necessary,” he said.

The Rakhine State government under the current regime is worse than all of its
predecessors, Khaing Thukha said.

The spokesman also said that the AA had detained junta soldiers in response to the military
regime’s arrest of administrative officials of the United League of Arakan (ULA), the political
wing of the AA, in townships across Rakhine.

AA troops arrested a corporal and a private from a junta outpost near Kisspanadi Bridge in
Kyauktaw on Saturday, he said. The pair were detained as they went to a nearby market to
buy food, he added.

The two sides are negotiating through middlemen to defuse tensions, but a military
confrontation could erupt if negotiations fail, Khaing Thukha said.

Over the past year, with the Myanmar military distracted by the fallout from its 2021 coup,
the AA has further consolidated its control in Rakhine with an administrative network
delivering public services, a functioning judiciary, and its own police force. Tensions have
arisen as the regime attempts to counter the AA’s expanding influence.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/aa-says-myanmar-military-gearing-up-for-return-
to-war-in-rakhine.html
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‘Hundreds’ of junta troops have surrendered to AA, group claims

The Rakhine-based ethnic armed group also said that it held talks with the National Unity
Government last month

Khin Nyein Chan / Nan Oo Nway | Published on Jun 15, 2022

A Myanmar Army soldier walks across a field in
Rakhine State’s Rathedaung Township in August
2017 (EPA)

A spokesperson for the Arakan Army (AA) has
claimed that “hundreds” of regime troops have
surrendered to the group since last year’s coup.

“There are hundreds of junta soldiers that have
surrendered to the AA. We are upholding our
humanity and providing them with as much help as we can afford to give,” Khaing Thukha,
the group’s spokesperson, said at a press conference on Tuesday.

He declined to disclose the exact number of soldiers currently in AA custody, but said it also
included prisoners of war that the group hopes to exchange for captured AA troops.

“We are thinking about releasing their men as soon as they release our members. We have
some junta officers that we’ve taken as prisoners of war and we are talking with
intermediaries to arrange an exchange of prisoners,” he said.

The press conference comes just days after residents of Kyauktaw in northern Rakhine
State reported that two junta soldiers were abducted in the town last Saturday.

There were also reports that a junta soldier stationed at Kyauktaw’s Mahamuni pagoda had
defected to the AA on May 22. A week later, troops at the pagoda unaccountably fired
on nearby IDP camps with heavy artillery.

According to Nyi Thuta, an army captain taking part in the Civil Disobedience Movement,
dissatisfaction has been high among soldiers deployed to Rakhine State since before last
year’s coup.

“The soldiers there were already very unhappy, as they had to fight some really difficult
battles. | know they were extremely demoralised even before the coup. That’s why
hundreds of them have surrendered to the AA, even though the fighting isn’t so intense
there now,” he said.

The AA engaged in often fierce clashes with Myanmar’s military for nearly two years, from
late December 2018 until around the time of the November 2020 election.

Late last year, fighting resumed in some areas, raising fears of a return to a full-blown war
after a year of relative peace. Since then, tensions have been high, with the AA warning last
month that battles could resume “at any time.”
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In recent months, the AA has also become more involved in the anti-coup movement, with
some resistance forces claiming to have received military and political aid from the group.

At the press conference on Tuesday, Khaing Thukha said that AA leaders held an online
meeting with the civilian National Unity Government (NUG) on May 16—just two months
after declaring that there had been no communication between the two sides.

“We discussed with the NUG how we could collaborate with them,” he said without
elaborating.

“We have no reason to object to their endeavours to achieve true democracy. We have also
declared that we appreciate and respect the public’s effort to achieve liberation from the
military’s oppression,” he added.

Regarding the AA’s decision not to attend a meeting hosted by junta leader Min Aung
Hlaing, he said it was based on the group’s assessment of the current situation and its past
dealings with the military.

“We didn’t go because of their arrests and oppression in Rakhine State, their relationship
with us, and the inconsistency in their statements and actions,” said Khaing Thukha.

According to the AA spokesperson, the junta is also sending more troops to Rakhine State
from light infantry divisions 55 and 22.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/hundreds-of-junta-troops-have-surrendered-to-

aa-group-claims

PNO/PNA Recruiting Youths In Mong Pawn Township
By SHAN -June 15, 2022

The Pa’O National Organisation (PNO), the political wing of the Pa-O National Army, which
has transformed itself into a People’s Militia Force (PMF) allied with the military regime, is
recruiting male and female youths and extorting money from residents of Mong Pawn
Township in southern Shan State.

Mong Pawn signboard

A local who requested anonymity said the PNO/PNA has
collected a list of villages in the township and the names
of men and women in ward 2 of Mong Pawn town, where
many Shan, Pa’0 and other groups reside.

“They said one person from each family under the age of
45 must attend basic military training,” the man told
SHAN.

The PNO/PNA soldiers have instructed village and ward headmen to collect money from
each family in Mong Pawn town to pay for military training, which hasn’t yet started.
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“We’ve already given the village head $19. We didn’t have enough money so we’d to
borrow it,” said a local Shan who asked that his name not be published. He said that in some
cases the soldiers are collecting the money from the villages themselves.

According to locals, this is the first time the PNO/PNA has forcibly recruited soldiers in Mong
Pawn Township and taken money from them. Karenni resistance groups have accused the
group of joining the Burma Army during its offensives along the Karenni-Shan border.

The communities, still suffering from the pandemic and the political instability caused by the
dictatorship, can’t lose their sons and daughters. Many young people from the region have
already fled to Thailand to avoid ending up as PNO/PNA soldiers.

The PNO/PNA is also recruiting new soldiers and taking money from civilians in Hopon and
Hsihseng townships in southern Shan State.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/25115

A Woman Killed After a PNO Member Shot at a Man Fighting Each Other

By SHAN - June 15, 2022

Hsai Khao village signboard

Some young people got into a fight, and a Pa-O
National Organization (PNO) member shot at one
of the young men but missed and accidentally hit
and killed a woman in Hsai Khao village, Hsi Hseng
Township, Southern Shan State.

-

On 14 June 2022 around 6 PM, some young men were drunk and got into a fight. The PNO
soldier were trying to break the fight, but got infuriated by one of the men. He shot that
men but missed and hit a woman nearby. The woman was then sent to Sao Sam Tun
hospital in Taunngyi according to a Hsai Khao resident.

“While some young men were drinking and fighting one another, a PNO soldier came in to
break the fight. One of the men shouted at the soldier, he was shot but missed and hit a
woman nearby,” the above Hsai Khao resident told SHAN.

Hsai Khao village

The man also added that the woman who got shot
and killed is from Thiri sub-tract, Hsai Khao village, and
she was transferred to Sao Sam Tun Hospital in
Taunggyi.

The youth from Hsai Khai village are saddened by the
news, and that PNO member should not recklessly fire
their weapon at civilians.
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“I am sad for the woman who loss her life meaninglessly. A proper punishment should be
given for recklessly using a weapon. The organization collect 30,000 Kyat from each
household, and it is saddened to see they are targeting the civilians,” Hsai Khao youth told
SHAN.

No action has been taken by any officials against the PNO member up to date.

The military-backed PNO/PNA has been enlisting new recruits, and collect 30,000 Kyat and 5
Kilos of rice from each household from Hsi Hseng township, Panglaung township, and Ho
Pong township.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/25126
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