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Key Myanmar Junta Witness Denies Paying Suu Kyi Bribe: Court Source
By THE IRRAWADDY | 1 June 2022

Maung Weik, a leading businessman and the key witness in a corruption case against Daw
Aung San Suu Kyi, on Tuesday testified that an alleged bribe paid to her was really a
donation to her charity, a court source told The Irrawaddy.

“Maung Weik said he donated cash to the Daw Khin Kyi Foundation. He said he made a
donation, not a bribe,” the source said.

An officer from the junta’s Anti-Corruption Commission filed a complaint against the
detained state counselor in early May, alleging that the property developer had given her
about USS$550,000 in illegal payments between 2018 and 2020 to protect his businesses.

The charge is based on Maung Weik’s comments, made during a regime press conference in
March last year.

The owner of Sae Paing Construction Co. said he had given four payments, $100,00 in 2018,
$150,000 in 2019 and $50,000 in February 2020 and $250,000 in April 2020.

The regime opened a case under Article 55 of the Anti-Corruption Law, alleging that Daw
Aung San Suu Kyi accepted the bribe from Maung Weik on the pretext that the money was
intended for her charity.

In the aftermath of the coup, the regime raided the Daw Khin Kyi Foundation offices and
seized cash and equipment.

Founded in 2012, the not-for-profit foundation provided free vocational training and carried
out humanitarian work. It was financed by donors from around the world.

The regime has also opened a corruption case against ousted Mandalay Region chief
minister Dr. Zaw Myint Maung, who is being held in a Mandalay prison in connection with
payments from Maung Weik.

Maung Weik testified that he only contributed cash for Dr. Zaw Myint Maung’s medical
treatment. He is suffering from leukemia and was then receiving treatment in Bangkok.
After the court hearing, Maung Weik bowed before Dr. Zaw Myint Maung, which was seen
as evidence of his guilty conscience.

Maung Weik was sentenced to 15 years in prison in 2008 under the previous military regime
for drug trafficking. He was released in 2014 under U Thein Sein’s quasi-civilian government.

In late April, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi was given five years in prison for accepting bribes from
her Yangon Region chief minister U Phyo Min Thein, who testified in October last year that
he gave her seven viss (around 11.4kg) of gold and $600,000 in 2017 and 2018.

U Phyo Min Thein is the only senior National League for Democracy figure spared from
prosecution and there is no evidence of gold or dollars.
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At the court hearing on Tuesday, the court also heard U Ye Htet from the Anti-Corruption
Commission, who is the complainant in another corruption case against Daw Aung San Suu
Kyi, over the acquisition of land for her foundation in Naypyitaw.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/key-myanmar-junta-witness-denies-paying-suu-
kyi-bribe-court-source.html

Myanmar Military, Opposition Trade Blame for Yangon Bombing
| VOA News

s - W In this photo provided by the information office of
=1 ™ Myanmar's military, four injured people can be
seen lying on the pavement after an explosion at a
bus stop in downtown Yangon, Myanmar, May 31,
2022.

341

Myanmar’s military, which seized power in a coup
last year, blamed opposition “terrorists” on
Wednesday for a deadly bus stop bombing that happened a day earlier in Yangon. Members
of the exiled government denied involvement and blamed the military.

The blast left at least one person dead and several others wounded.
Photos and video from the scene showed bleeding victims on the sidewalk near the blast.

A second fatal bomb blast occurred Tuesday at an education office in eastern Myanmar.

Myanmar has been the scene of much unrest since a military coup in February of 2021 led
to nationwide protests and violent crackdowns on them by government forces. Some 1,400
have been reported killed.

While initial protests were peaceful, armed resistance against the military government has
increased, prompting a warning from some United Nations experts that the country is at risk
of a civil war.

"The world's attention may have moved away from Myanmar since last year's coup, but
civilians continue to pay a high price," Rawya Rageh, Amnesty International's senior crisis
adviser, said in a news release.

Some information in this report comes from The Associated Press and Reuters.

https://www.voanews.com/a/myanmar-military-opposition-trade-blame-for-yangon-
bombing/6598782.html
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Downtown Yangon bomb blast blamed on military junta

By Mizzima and AFP | 01 June 2022

Revolutionary forces are sceptical of junta claims that
a downtown Yangon bomb that killed one and
injured over 10 was the work of a PDF.

The incident happened near to a bus stop on Barr
Road in downtown Yangon at around 3:20 p.m. on
the afternoon of 31 May. According to reports one
person was killed and at least 10 others were injured
in the blast.

Pictures published by local media showed passers-by tending to several injured people as
they lay on the ground, and what appeared to be blood on the pavement. Other images
showed damaged walls and debris strewn across the floor.

A local volunteer paramedic who arrived on the scene shortly after the explosion told AFP
his team had taken two seriously injured people to hospital.

After the blast junta troops and police came and blocked the road from the top of Pansodan
to the corner of Anawrahta Road.

Security forces later found an unexploded grenade near the site of the blast, a police source
said.

One man in his 30s died from his injuries after being taken to a hospital and nine others
were receiving treatment, the junta&#39;s information team said in a statement.

According to reports received by Mizzima at least 10 people were injured in the blast.

The blast came from a &quot;homemade mine', said the junta statement and it blamed the
attack on People's Defence Force (PDF) fighters.

But no group has claimed responsibility for the attack and anti-junta groups reject the junta
narrative.

Captain Moegyo, a representative of the Yangon Regional Military Command PDF said that
the military carried out the blast in an attempt to derail the revolution.

He said: “It is clear that the military council wants to disrupt the revolution and they want to
disrupt relations between our PDF comrades and the public. Their strategy is to hold people
hostage and harm them. We send our deepest condolences to all the victims. We are really
sad for this loss of innocent people’s [lives]. We will retaliate effectively against the terrorist
military council.”

He added that PDFs would never harm members of the public or set off bombs in crowded
areas.
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He said: “Everyone knows that the PDFs have never harmed the people. People already
know who shoots innocent people in the head; who arrests and tortures innocent villagers
and sets fire to villages and so on; | am certain that the explosion at the bus stop was
orchestrated by the terrorist military council and their pro-military militia groups.”

The PDF groups work under the National Unity Government (NUG) shadow government.
The NUG said that it would continue to investigate such terrorist acts, so that the
perpetrators can be bought to justice.

Dr. Sasa, an NUG spokesperson and the NUG Union Minister of the Ministry of International
Cooperation said in a statement: “We will do everything we can to get justice for the
victims. We stand in solidarity with them, and we strongly condemn acts of terrorism
against the people of Myanmar. We must end the junta's reign of terror against the entire
population of Myanmar. We all have a responsibility to end this. This is the darkest moment
for the brave people of Myanmar especially for the families of those affected by the
genocidal military attacks and bombings on innocent civilians.”

The Civil Guerrilla Force YGN, an urban guerrilla force not under the control of the NUG, also
released a statement saying that the blast was not the work of PDFs or urban guerrilla
forces because they never harm people and would never carry out any actions that may
potentially injure or kill innocent civilians.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/downtown-yangon-bomb-blast-blamed-military-junta

More Sagaing villages come under attack from Myanmar’s military

Four people were found dead in one village after junta troops left, and 70 houses and a
mosque were torched in another

Khin Yi Yi Zaw / Moe Oo | Published on Jun 1, 2022

Regime forces torched at least 50 houses in Lel
Ngauk before leaving on May 30 after a three-day
occupation (Yinmabin Information Team/
Facebook)

The Myanmar military has continued its rampage
across much of southern Sagaing Region in recent
days, killing civilians and torching homes in
Yinmabin and Khin-U townships.

On Monday, the bodies of four villagers were discovered in Lel Ngauk, a village about 5km
south of the town of Yinmabin, after troops stationed there for the previous three days left
the area.

Three of the victims, including one woman, appeared to have been burned alive with their
hands tied behind their backs, while the fourth was shot in the head while attempting to
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escape, according to two village residents who spoke to Myanmar Now on condition of
anonymity.

The junta troops initially attacked the village last Friday, forcing most of its inhabitants to
flee, the two locals said.

A column of around 50 soldiers then took control of the village, burning down at least 50
houses during clashes with a local defence force, they added.

Htet Kaung, the defence force leader, said that most of the destruction was concentrated in
the part of the village near the Pale-Yinmabin road.

One of the three vehicles destroyed at the monastery
where junta troops stayed during their occupation of Lel
Ngauk (Yinmabin Information Team/ Facebook)

He added that three vehicles belonging to the Shwe Zayti
monastery, where the soldiers were stationed while in
the village, were also torched and destroyed.

“They pushed the cars from the monastery out of the
compound and torched them on the road. The houses on the side of the road were also
destroyed. Only the house with a communication tower in front of it was spared,” he said.

Many homes were also looted during the three-day occupation, he added. And according to
a statement released by the anti-regime Yinmabin Information Team, two women were
injured and a cow was killed when the soldiers fired indiscriminately into the surrounding
area while in the village.

Some villagers returned after the regime forces left on Monday afternoon, but most remain
in hiding, fearing their return, said Htet Kaung.

Meanwhile, a village in Khin-U Township, some 150km northeast of Yinmabin, faced a
similar attack over the weekend.

Residents of Thayet Kone, a village of roughly 1,000 inhabitants located in the northern part
of the township, said that more than 70 homes were destroyed by fire during a raid by
around 100 regime soldiers on Sunday.

“They entered the village from the west, firing heavy artillery. Two shells fell inside the
village, but we had all fled by that time, because we heard they were coming,” one resident
told Myanmar Now on Monday.

Although the military has been targeting villages throughout the region for months, this was
the first time that Thayet Kone had faced such an attack, the resident said.

Most of the destruction was reportedly in the eastern part of the village, which has a
predominantly Muslim population. A mosque was among the buildings that were destroyed,
local sources said.
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Several people sheltering at the local school were arrested during the raid, according to
sources.

Residents of Thayet Kone survey the damage from a raid
by regime forces on May 30 (Supplied)

Residents said they believed that Thayet Kone was
targeted because of a social media post claiming that
resistance forces active in the area were hiding at the
school.

However, residents said that the people staying at the school were displace civilians from
the nearby village of Kin Myit.

A spokesperson for the Khin-U People’s Defence Force (PDF) said that the troops who
attacked the village were stationed in Pyin Htaung, a village located right next to Thayet
Kone.

They had been based in Pyin Htaung for the past year, and had recently received
reinforcements, he added.

“They captured the people staying inside the school and used their phones to call the
numbers of the ones that fled. They also sent camera drones to track down the people who
got away,” the PDF spokesperson said.

A member of another local defence force said that many of the arson attacks targeted the
homes of resistance fighters.

“They focused on the houses of defence force members. My house was one of them. It’s a
two-storey building and everything inside was reduced to ashes. All we have left is the
clothes on our backs. | alone lost 40m kyat [$22,000],” he said.

According to a statement released by the Khin-U PDF on Sunday, three junta soldiers were
killed by explosives planted near the village of Aungtha in Kanbalu Township earlier in the
day.

Several others were also injured in the attack, which was carried out near the Kar Boe dam,
but the total number of regime casualties could not be confirmed, the group said.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/more-sagaing-villages-come-under-attack-from-
myanmars-military

Thirty Myanmar Junta Troops Reportedly Killed in Sagaing
By THE IRRAWADDY | 1 June 2022

Around 30 Myanmar junta soldiers were reportedly killed on Tuesday in fierce fighting with
a combined group of People’s Defense Forces (PDF) in Kani Township, Sagaing Region.
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Civilian resistance fighters from seven PDFs in Kani and Yinmabin townships ambushed a
detachment of 86 regime troops on Tuesday morning near a village around four kilometers
east of Kani Town.

The detachment was traveling along the banks of the Chindwin River as part of a force
protecting military regime ships transporting jade south from Kachin State.

During the seven-hour firefight 30 junta soldiers including a captain were killed and many
others were injured, claimed Kyauklonegyi PDF, who coordinated the ambush.

The Irrawaddy was unable to confirm junta casualties independently.

Kyauklonegyi PDF said four resistance fighters were injured in a regime drone bombing
attack.

The spokesperson for Kyauklonegyi PDF told The Irrawaddy that they witnessed many
injured and dead soldiers being taken to a nearby village during the firefight.

However, the PDF force was unable to seize the weapons and equipment left behind by the
retreating soldiers due to an attack by a Myanmar military Ml 35 helicopter gunship.

Junta reinforcements subsequently detained seven displaced villagers and used them as
human shields while occupying the nearby village, forcing the PDFs to retreat.

“We also canceled our plans for mine attacks against the junta reinforcements after they
detained civilians and used them as human shields, said the Kyauklonegyi PDF
spokesperson.

Kani Township is a stronghold of armed resistance against the regime, with attacks targeting
junta forces taking place from 2 April 2021.

Currently, the regime is facing daily attacks nationwide from PDFs and ethnic armed
organizations.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/thirty-myanmar-junta-troops-reportedly-killed-
in-sagaing.html

Ten-year-old boy critically injured in army shelling of Myanmar refugee camp

Six others were wounded in the attack on a monastery amid fighting between military
forces and PDFs.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.06.01

The Nat Myaung village monastery in Kalay township in
Myanmar’s Sagaing region that was hit by heavy artillery, May
31, 2022. Natmyaung Youth Foundation

Seven displaced people sheltering in a monastery, including a
ten-year-old boy, have been injured by heavy artillery in Kalay
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township, in the war-torn Sagaing region, local residents told RFA Wednesday.

They said army shells hit the monastery at Nat Myaung village on Tuesday. Two men and
four women were injured along with the boy.

A local resident, who declined to be named for safety reasons, said soldiers heading to
Nat Chaung village were intercepted by local militia of the People Defense Forces (PDFs).
The army troops intentionally shelled the monastery, the resident said.

“The army came from the north. They entered from the cemetery east of Nat Myaung
village and passed through the village,” the local said. “An internally displaced

persons (IDPs) camp has been set up at Nat Myaung village’s monastery. There is a field
between the monastery and the village. The soldiers went through between the Aung Su
Pan monastery and Net Chaung Educational School and were confronted by the local
defense forces. The army did not fire the heavy artillery in the direction of the militia.
Soldiers turned back and intentionally fired at the monastery where the IDPs are
sheltering.”

The source, who is close to the injured family, said the heavy artillery hit the 10-year-old
boy who was critically injured. He was sent to a 100-bed military hospital in Kalemyo.

The local resident said the other six people were not critically wounded and are being
treated at the monastery. The shells also hit a fence and water tank at the monastery,
according to residents

Calls to a military council spokesman by RFA still remain unanswered.

Fighting between the military troops and local militia PDFs at Nat Chaung village near Nat
Myaung village intensified on Wednesday morning, according to local residents.

There are more than 200 villages in Kale Township. It was the first township in Myanmar
to take arms against the military junta. Some 150 people have been killed and nearly 500
arrested due to the military crackdown, arrests on suspicion and arbitrary killings of anti-
regime protesters in Kale Township in the year since the military coup, according to anti-
regime protesters.

Military, NUG trade accusations over Yangon blast

The attack comes as the military junta and government-in-exile trade accusations over
an explosion in downtown Yangon that killed one person and injured nine others. No-one
has claimed responsibility for Tuesday’s attack but a junta spokesman said the National
Unity Government (NUG) was behind the blast. He did not provide evidence.

NUG spokesman Dr. Sasa said in a statement that evidence pointed to the junta, claiming
the "brutal genocidal military has been carrying out senseless bombings and killings
against its own civilian population across Myanmar."

Also Tuesday, a bomb blast at around 2 p.m. (3:30 p.m. EDT) near a state education
office in Naung Cho Township, northern Shan State, killed at least one person and
wounded seven.
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The Institute for Strategy and Policy said in a report this month it had documented at
least 5,646 civilian deaths between the Feb. 1, 2021 coup and May 10.

The figures include people killed by security forces during anti-junta protests, in clashes
between the military and pro-democracy paramilitaries or ethnic armies, while held in
detention, and in revenge attacks, including against informers for the regime.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/monastery-shelling-06012022082312.html

Clashes Expected in Chin State as Junta Deploys More Troops to Western Myanmar
By THE IRRAWADDY | 1 June 2022

Myanmar’s military is deploying more troops to Chin State and neighboring Magwe Region
by air and land, according to local resistance groups, raising fears of further clashes in
western Myanmar, a stronghold of the anti-regime resistance movement.

On Monday, a Myanmar Air Force plane carrying nearly 300 soldiers, as well as drones,
landed at Kyaukhtu Airport on the border of Chin State and Magwe Region, said a member
of the Chin Defense Force — Mindat (CDF-Mindat). Kyaukhtu is a gateway to Mindat
Township.

The CDF-Mindat fighter warned civilians to prepare bomb shelters as soon as possible as
junta forces are likely to attack with drones. He also alerted other resistance groups in
Chin’s Mindat and Kanpetlet townships, as well as groups in Magwe’s Saw Township, to be
ready for clashes with the regime reinforcements.

On Friday, a convoy of nearly 120 military vehicles, including armored vehicles and fuel
transporters, headed to Chin State via the Pale-Gangaw Highway from the military’s
Northwestern Command Headquarters in Monywa in Sagaing Region, according to local
resistance forces.

The convoy was attacked with landmines on Sunday after it left Pale Township. The Black
Peacock resistance group said their ambush damaged four vehicles. Junta troops responded
with random artillery strikes and one Black Peacock fighter was killed.

Despite the attack, the convoy continued to Gangaw in Magwe Region. The Yaw Defense
Force said the convoy arrived at Kyaw, a small town in Gangaw Township, on Tuesday.

Yaw Defense Force is active in Gangaw, Kyaw, Tilin and Saw townships, collectively known
as Yaw Region, near the border with Chin State.

The chief of Yaw Defense Force said: “Around 120 vehicles is not a small force. If they enter
our area, there will definitely be clashes.”

Military tensions are increasing in Chin State, said the CDF-Mindat spokesperson.
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“It is true that the soldiers are travelling in large numbers. A group of another 100 soldiers
also entered Chin State from Kyaukhtu on Wednesday. They [junta forces] have started an
offensive,” he said.

During the second week of May, CDF-Mindat repeatedly ambushed a regime convoy
comprising over 70 vehicles on the Matupi -Mindat Road, inflicting heavy casualties with
landmines. Normally, it takes less than day to travel between Mindat and Matupi, but the
ambushes ensured that the convoy took over ten days to make the journey.

Clashes between resistance fighters and regime forces have been reported in Chin State
since May 2021.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/clashes-expected-in-chin-state-as-junta-deploys-
more-troops-to-western-myanmar.htmil

Brotherhood Alliance pledges support for KNDF on Karenni armed group’s anniversary
DMG Newsroom | 31 May 2022, Sittwe

The Brotherhood Alliance, a tripartite military coalition
consisting of the Arakan Army, the Ta’ang National Liberation
Army (TNLA) and the Myanmar National Democratic Alliance
Army (MNDAA), has pledged support for the Karenni
Nationalities Defence Force amid the KNDF’s frequent clashes
with Myanmar’s military regime in the country’s east.

Founded on May 31 of last year, the KNDF is a network of anti-junta resistance groups
fighting the military regime in Kayah (Karenni) State.

The Brotherhood Alliance on Tuesday sent a laudatory message to mark the anniversary of
the KNDF’s founding, and pledged its support for the Karenni resistance group.

In its message, the Brotherhood Alliance said the KNDF had won the complete support of
the Karenni people as well as the trust and support of armed groups including the
Brotherhood Alliance itself. The alliance added that over the past year, the KNDF had built
up its strength and proven its military capability in clashes with regime troops.

The KNDF and junta troops have been engaged in active fighting for much of the past year in
Kayah State, Myanmar’s least populous state. Tens of thousands of civilians have been
displaced by fighting in Kayah State since the military coup on February 1, 2021.

The Brotherhood Alliance also pledged support for the Bamar People’s Liberation Army
(BLPA) on its first anniversary, on April 17 of this year.

The three ethnic armed groups that make up the Brotherhood Alliance have so far rejected
peace talks offered by junta leader Min Aung Hlaing in April, and military tensions are
running high in their respective regions of operation.

https://www.dmediag.com/news/4524-brotherhood-alliance
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The Myanmar Military Junta’s Divide and Rule Tactic
By SHAN - June 1, 2022

“12 people from each village or ward must be enlisted” quoted by a woman who lives in
Pindaya township. It has been ordered by the military junta to form Danu militia or Danu
Army.

Danu region, Ywar Ngan and Pindaya township, has been free of armed conflicts in the past
years. After the military coup, local People Defense Force (PDF) was formed and clashes
with the military junta occurred occasionally. After that, the military junta is trying to form a
local militia force by enlisting 12 young people from each village and ward in the region.

Tatmadaw persuade Danu ethnic to form Danu Militia

—
N

B Religion has been used to brainwash the natives for

: '} generations, and it seemed to be peaceful in the past.
" However, during this dictatorship revolution, the Danu
region actively participated in the revolution.

During April 2022, Myanmar military army raided a
village called Pae Yin Taung, and brutally killed nine
innocent villagers. The inhumane incident enraged the Danu young people according to a
Pae Yin Taung resident, Ma San Kyein (not official name).

“The young people have been infuriated and no one is left in the village now. The military
soldiers are stationed at a monastery in the village. They are raiding the house they want
and taking anything they want,” the above Pae Yin Taung resident told SHAN.

The local military informants have been killed, and the junta is suffering many casualties
from the occasional clashes with the local PDF. Since the junta is operating its warfare
nationwide, it becomes difficult to control the Danu region. Therefore, the junta is trying to
form a local militia force by giving an excuse of security and safety reasons for the people in
the region.

“This strategy is not something new. It has been used in many of the ethnic regions in the
past to divide and rule. The government tried to accomplish this in the past without success.
One reason could be that there were no armed conflicts in the region, and they might think
forming a militia was not necessary,” a person who is studying Shan politics told SHAN.

According to the Ywar Ngan ward administrator, some of the Danu National Democratic
Party leaders and the local businessmen will support the uniform, some other materials, and
food supplies to the newly formed Myanmar military junta militia group, and they will be
trained and armed.

Concerns mounted among the locals that the Danu ethnicities will be divided and fought
one another in the future.
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For many generations, the Myanmar military junta has been using the tactic of divide and
rule in Shan State by giving locals opportunities to form militia groups so that they are
fighting one another in the end. The locals are afraid that the same would happen in the
Danu region in the future.

Danu ethnic were persuaded to form Pyu Saw Htee
militia

“They are demanding 12 young people from each
village, and those who do not want to join are fleeing.
Those who are supporting the military, alcoholics,
gamblers, thugs, and addicts could join the militia

group. The military junta threaten to capture the
young people if no one joins the militia army,” a

Pindaya native told SHAN.

Even though there has been no armed groups in the region before, Pa-O National
Organization (PNO) forces occasionally come to some of the villages, and some of their
members are the Pa-O national living in the Danu region. Therefore, the locals are worried
that racial or ethnicity conflict will occur in the future.

Some Pindaya residents also shared their views on the current issues that the military junta
has trained and armed some of the locals and named them “Pyu Saw Htee” militia. This
junta has been using its militia force to search and arrest people in the region. That forced
the young people to flee and take armed revolution.

“l am tired of being on the run. The military back leaders have been ruling the Danu region
for many generations. So, it is our young people’s duty to take up arms and resist this
regime in order to gain self administration. We young people are ready for that, and the
only issue we have is inadequate weapons,” a young Danu ethnic told SHAN.

A woman from Pae Ying Taung village said that as the whole country’s situation is
deteriorating day by day, the Danu region has also been struck by the skyrocketing price of
gasoline, fertilizers, and other consumer goods. Farmers are having a hard time deciding if
they should invest in their farms this year because there is no demand for the fresh
produce.

“Everything is expensive, and business is really bad these days. Due to the high inflation, it is
hard to decide to farm. | also cannot go back to the village at the moment. The situation is
really bad. Only if we could overthrow this military government, there will be peace, and we
will be able to govern our own region —that is my only hope for now,” the above Pae Yin
Taung female resident told SHAN.

A young local told SHAN that even though there are six People Defense Force (PDF) forces
active in the Danu region, they do not have enough weapons for everyone. This makes it
difficult for other young people to join the forces.
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“Currently, the military government is trying to resume the studies at university, and my
parents would like me to join. Some of my friends are forced to go to school by their
parents. However, we will always be ready for the fight for our region’s self administration,”
quoted by the above young local.

The Danu region has been administered by the military’s people for many years. Since the U
Thein Sein and NLD government administration, a former military major Arr Kar Tun has
been the chairperson of the region administration. He has been corrupting and taking the
region’s development budget for his personal use. Even though he has become wealthy, the
region’s development is yet to be seen.

“The reason it has been peaceful is that it has been systematically oppressed and ruled by
brainwashing the locals. The local leaders were religiously brainwashed that they only act in
the favor of the military regime. We young people would like to be free from that, we would
like to be developed like other countries. If we cannot be free from this military regime this
time, we never will. | will try my best to take part in the revolution,” a young woman from
Pae Yin Taung village told SHAN.

“Danu Army is something Danu people are hoping to achieve. The Myanmar military is
taking advantage of that and planning to form a militia force using the “Danu Army” name,
and it is quite worrisome if the locals are not aware of that. If their strategy is successful,
Danu people will fight one another, and Myanmar military will win easily,” a Shan State
political analyst told SHAN.

He also added that we will have to wait and see if the young people nowadays will be able
to overcome the military’s old divide and rule tactic because of the easy access and
availability of information, and the knowledge of the young people these days.

On 3 May 2022, the local militia force was called for a meeting at the Eastern Command
base in order to explain about the strategy; however, it was not able to and postponed it to
9 May 2022.

“The informants in Inn Lay area are usually murdered, and it was commanded to monitor
the activities of PDF and inform the Eastern Command base,” quoted by a resident about
the meeting on 3 May 2022. He also added that the two people who were killed are the
leader of the military militia group and a military informant.

Another military informant called U Tin O who lives in Ywar Ngan township was killed by the
Danu Guerrilla Force (DGF) on 4 May 2022.

As the armed revolution in Southern Shan State gets its momentum, the military junta is
also deploying more troops to oppress the people in the regions. However, the People
Defense Force (PDF) is getting stronger and more active than usual according to a native in
the area.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/25038
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Myanmar’s junta shuts down publisher for distributing book on Rohingya genocide
The country’s rulers have targeted outlets for publishing content they do not like.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.06.01

ARG

Books distributed by the Lwin Oo Sarpay Publishing
House sit on tables for passersby to buy in Kamayut
township, Yangon district, Myanmar, in an undated
photo. RFA

Myanmar’s military regime has shut down a well-
known publishing house in Yangon for importing
and distributing a book on the 2017 Rohingya
genocide, junta-controlled state newspapers said Wednesday.

The regime accused Lwin Oo Sarpay Publishing House of violating the country’s 1962
publishing law by distributing and selling the book titled Myanmar’s Rohingya Genocide:
Identity, History and Hate Speech by Ronan Lee, an Irish-Australian researcher at
Loughborough University London. The junta shuttered the company’s book distribution
center on May 28.

State-owned media reported said Lwin Oo Sarpay was closed because it was distributing
the book via Facebook.

Since taking over Myanmar in a February 2021 coup, the junta has shut down media
outlets critical of its regime and shuttered publishers that distribute books not in line
with its own narrative. In recent weeks, the junta has shut down two other publishing
houses, Shwe Lat and Yan Aung Sarpay, and the Win To Aung printing press.

Human rights groups have produced a trove of credible reports based on commercial
satellite imagery and extensive interviews with Rohingya about the military’s clearance
operations in Rakhine state in 2017, including arbitrary killings, torture and mass rape.
The violence drove more than 740,000 people to neighboring Bangladesh where they
now living in sprawling refugee camps.

Lee, a former member of Parliament for Queensland state, Australia, researched
Rohingya refugees, including through field work in Bangladesh, Myanmar and Thailand,
as part of his doctoral studies.

His book, published in 2021, presents new evidence that the government of Myanmar
enabled a genocide in Rakhine state and the surrounding areas, where most of the
country’s Rohingya live.

Drawing on interviews and testimony from the Rohingya, it assesses the full scale of the
genocide of the Muslim minority group, including human rights violations, forced
migrations and extrajudicial killings in 2017 under the previous leadership of Nobel Peace
Prize laureate Aung San Suu Kyi.
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In March, U.S. Secretary of State Anthony Blinken issued an official determination that
Myanmar’s military committed genocide against the Rohingya in 2017, going a step
further than the U.S. government’s previous findings that the military had committed
ethnic cleansing.

A resident of Yangon who reads books distributed by Lwin Oo Sarpay told RFA that the
closure of the publishing house was politically motivated because the junta does not
want citizens to know what really happened to the Rohingya.

“Lwin Oo Sarpay has been distributing books on politics and history by local and foreign
authors,” said the resident who did not want to be named for safety reasons. “Now that
it is closed down and its [operating] license has been withdrawn, people will not learn
what they should know.”

The military has accused Lwin Oo Sarpay of violating Section 8 of the Printing and
Publishing Law, which imposes restrictions on the content of publications and websites
run by publishers and bans the import or distribution of foreign publications that contain
banned content. In this case, the prohibited content was deemed as causing harm to an
ethic group or among ethnic groups.

RFA could not reach Lwin Oo Sarpay for comment.
Translated by Khin Maung Nyane for RFA Burmese. Written in English by Roseanne Gerin.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/book-publisher-06012022144812.html

UN: Number of Displaced in Myanmar Tops 1 Million

| Agence France-Presse

FILE - Displaced people from Myanmar carry
donated lunch boxes to their tents along the
Thai side of the Moei River in Mae Sot,
Thailand on Feb. 5, 2022.

Post-coup violence has pushed the number of
displaced people in Myanmar over one million
for the first time, the UN has said, warning of

"dire" conditions as the monsoon approaches

and fighting rages.
Almost 700,000 people have been forced to flee their homes since the toppling of Aung San
Suu Kyi's government last year, the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs

(UNOCHA) said on Tuesday.

Civilian militias have formed to fight back against the coup across the country, and the junta
has responded with an onslaught that rights groups say includes razing villages, mass extra-
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judicial killings and airstrikes on civilians.
The violence has added to an estimated 346,000 people already displaced before the coup.

That includes those affected by long-running conflicts with ethnic rebel groups along the
Thai and Chinese borders, and Rohingya Muslims forced from their homes during a brutal
2017 crackdown.

More than 12,000 civilian properties are estimated to have been burned or destroyed since
the putsch, UNOCHA said, with the approaching monsoon rains threatening more misery for
those living in displacement camps.

More than 300,000 of those displaced since the coup were from the northwestern Sagaing
region, where fighters clash regularly with junta forces, it added.

It noted that authorities had cut mobile data services across much of Sagaing and
neighbouring Magway -- another hotspot -- and that there were "restrictions" in place
affecting the transport of rice, medicine and fuel.

"Reports suggest there remains a dire need for health services, food, and relief items and
shelter in these areas," it said.

Diplomatic efforts to end the crisis are moribund.

A "consensus" brokered last year by the Association of Southeast Asian Nations aimed at
facilitating dialogue between the military and its opponents and the delivery of
humanitarian aid has been largely ignored by the junta.

In March junta chief Min Aung Hlaing said the military would "annihilate until the end" its
opponents.

More than 1,800 people have been killed and more than 13,000 arrested in the junta's
crackdown on dissent since the coup, according to a local monitoring group.

https://www.voanews.com/a/un-number-of-displaced-in-myanmar-tops-1-million-
/6598310.html

Myanmar’s NUG, Allied EAOs Urge ASEAN, UN Not to Work With Junta on Aid
By THE IRRAWADDY | 1 June 2022

Myanmar’s parallel National Unity Government (NUG) and three allied organizations have
objected to ASEAN’s decision to provide humanitarian aid to post-coup, conflict-torn
Myanmar through the country’s military regime, reasoning that the junta “will weaponize
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the aid and allow international whitewashing of the regime’s ongoing atrocities” against
civilians.

In a statement issued Monday, the NUG’s Ministry of Humanitarian Affairs and Disaster
Management (MoHADM) along with the Karenni National Progressive Party (KNPP), Karen
National Union (KNU) and Chin National Front (CNF) called on the UN and the International
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) to negotiate with ASEAN and Myanmar’s neighbors India
and Thailand to allow cross-border aid to reach those in need.

The request came before an expected visit by Noleen Heyzer, the UN Special Envoy for
Myanmar, to the country, as delivery of aid to those in need in Myanmar is expected to be
one of the issues she will focus on during her visit.

The statement said the regional bloc’s aid would be used by the regime and, instead of
being delivered to the most needy communities—the very ones it is attacking—delivered to
military outposts in the agreed areas, which the military itself strategically selected.

During an online meeting last month, regime leader Min Aung Hlaing told Hun Sen, the
prime minister of Cambodia, which currently holds ASEAN’s rotating chair, that he was
ready to facilitate aid distribution, initially in two pilot areas before expanding to five
regions and states that have been identified as priority areas.

The NUG and its allied organizations said the approach would cause real harm on the
ground because the communities that most need humanitarian assistance were the ones
being bombed by the regime and were excluded from the list.

“We welcome all assistance that will genuinely relieve the people at this time when they
most need life-saving aid. Still, we must object to this initiative that will only embolden the
SAC to further commit atrocity crimes,” the statement said, referring the State
Administration Council, the regime’s governing organ.

The regime has been launching airstrikes and artillery attacks in anti-regime strongholds in
Sagaing and Magwe regions and Chin State in the country’s northwest as well as Kayah and
Karen states in the south.

According to the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), as of April
11, 346,000 of the 566,100 people internally displaced since the military takeover were
from Chin State and Sagaing and Magwe regions. Amnesty International said the regime’s
air strikes in Karen and Kayah states killed nine civilians and wounded at least nine others
from December to March this year. The armed wings of the NUG, KNPP, KNU and CNF are
actively fighting the regime in the five states and regions.

The NUG and its allied organizations said they were troubled by the inclusion of the junta-
controlled Myanmar Red Cross Society (MRCS) in the plan to deliver aid, while the ICRC is
excluded.

“ASEAN and the UN cannot claim to comply with humanitarian principles if they work
through organizations such as the MRCS and SAC in this manner,” it said.
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They also warned ASEAN that it was wrong to focus solely on humanitarian aid for
Myanmar, saying it should be viewed in context as one of the points in the bloc’s peace plan
for Myanmar, known as the Five-Point Consensus.

“It would irretrievably undermine the entire Consensus through a process that emboldens
the party committing ongoing atrocity crimes and undermines the first two points of
‘constructive dialogue among all parties concerned’ and the ‘immediate cessation of

rn

violence’,” they said.

Regime leader Min Aung Hlaing agreed to the consensus in April last year but has so far
failed to honor most of his commitments. Since the coup, his soldiers have killed more than
1,800 people for their anti-regime activism.

Padoh Saw Taw Nee, the head of the KNU’s Foreign Affairs Department, told The Irrawaddy
an emergency humanitarian dialogue should be established between the resistance forces,
the SAC and the neighboring countries who had to receive the internally displaced people
(IDPs).

“A nonpolitical emergency humanitarian dialogue should be set up. There is daily fighting in
my region and over 400 clashes every month. Without a humanitarian ceasefire, it cannot
work,” Padoh Saw Taw Nee said.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmars-nug-allied-eaos-urge-asean-un-not-
to-work-with-junta-on-aid.html

Military carried out ‘collective punishment’ on ethnic civilians in eastern Myanmar

A report by Amnesty International suggests the junta may have committed war crimes in the
regions.

By Joshua Lipes | 2022.06.01

Smoke and flames billow from vehicles in Kayah
state's Hpruso township, Dec. 24, 2021. Karenni
Nationalities Defense Force

Myanmar’s military has subjected ethnic civilians in
Kayin and Kayah states to “collective punishment”
through aerial and ground attacks, detentions that
lead to torture or extrajudicial executions, and the
; . § razing of villages, according to a new report by
London-based rights group Amnesty International.

The report, entitled “‘Bullets rained from the sky”: War crimes and displacement in
eastern Myanmar’” and published Wednesday, found that clashes between the military
and armed groups in the two regions reignited in the wake of the military’s February
2021 coup and worsened significantly from December to March this year. Hundreds of
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ethnic Karen and Karenni civilians have been killed in the fighting and more than 150,000
people have been displaced.

“The world’s attention may have moved away from Myanmar since last year’s coup, but
civilians continue to pay a high price. The military’s ongoing assault on civilians in eastern
Myanmar has been widespread and systematic, likely amounting to crimes against
humanity,” Rawya Rageh, senior crisis adviser at Amnesty International, said in a
statement accompanying the report.

“Alarm bells should be ringing: the ongoing killing, looting and burning bear all the
hallmarks of the military’s signature tactic of collective punishment, which it has
repeatedly used against ethnic minorities across the country.”

Amnesty based its report on research it carried out in March and April this year, including
interviews dozens of eyewitnesses and survivors of attacks as well as three defectors
from the military. The group analyzed more than 100 photos and videos related to rights
violations, in addition to satellite imagery, fire data and open-source military aircraft
flight data.

Amnesty said that since the coup, the military “has relentlessly attacked civilians” to
punish those who purportedly support a particular armed group or the wider anti-junta
uprising, while at other times “fir[ing] indiscriminately into civilian areas” where there
are also military targets.

“Direct attacks on civilians, collective punishment and indiscriminate attacks that kill or
injure civilians violate international humanitarian law and constitute war crimes,” the
group said.

“Attacks on a civilian population must be widespread or systematic to amount to crimes
against humanity; in Kayin and Kayah States, they are both, for crimes including murder,
torture, forcible transfer and persecution on ethnic grounds.”

Amnesty said it documented two dozen attacks by artillery or mortars between
December and March that killed or injured civilians or that destroyed civilian buildings,
adding that eyewitnesses said some of the attacks lasted “days at a time.”

The group also documented eight air strikes on villages and camps housing refugees
fleeing clashes in the first quarter of 2022 that killed nine civilians and injured at least
nine others. Eyewitnesses described the attacks on locations where “only civilians appear
to have been present” as extremely traumatic, leaving many unable to sleep or unwilling
to return to their homes out of fear that they would be targeted again.

A school destroyed by a military airstrike in Lay Kay
Kaw, April 11, 2022. Credit: KNLA Cobra
ColumnExtrajudicial executions, looting and burning

Additionally, Amnesty’s reporting found that the
military regularly carried out arbitrary detentions of
civilians based on their ethnicity or because of their
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suspected support of an anti-junta group. Detainees “were tortured, forcibly disappeared
or extrajudicially executed,” Amnesty said.

The group specifically pointed to an incident that drew international condemnation in
Kayah state’s Hpruso township on Christmas Eve last year, when the military stopped at
least 35 women, men and children in multiple vehicles, killed them, and burned their
bodies.

An examination found that many of the victims had been tied up and gagged and were
likely shot or stabbed to death. Amnesty has called for an investigation into the incident
as a case of extrajudicial executions which, during armed conflict, constitute war crimes,
the group noted.

Other incidents mentioned in the report were related to what Amnesty called the
military’s “systematic” looting and burning of villages in Kayin and Kayah state.

Together, violence in the two regions has displaced more than 150,000 people, the group
said, “including between a third and a half of Kayah state’s entire population.”

The victims of this displacement are forced to shelter in “dire conditions,” it said, while
aid workers are obstructed by the military from providing them access to much-needed
food and health care.

“Donors and humanitarian organizations must significantly scale up aid to civilians in
eastern Myanmar, and the military must halt all restrictions on aid delivery,” said Matt
Wells, Amnesty International’s crisis response deputy director for thematic issues.

“The military’s ongoing crimes against civilians in eastern Myanmar reflect decades-long
patterns of abuse and flagrant impunity. The international community — including ASEAN
and U.N. member states — must tackle this festering crisis now. The U.N. Security Council
must impose a comprehensive arms embargo on Myanmar and refer the situation there
to the International Criminal Court.”

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/punishment-06012022162740.html|

Myanmar Junta Troops Fire on Rakhine Displacement Camps
By THE IRRAWADDY | 1 June 2022

Amid growing tensions between Myanmar’s regime and the Arakan Army (AA) in Rakhine
State, junta troops in Kyauktaw Township fired mortar shells at two displacement camps on
Monday evening, according to witnesses.

Division 55, which is stationed at Maha Muni Pagoda, fired mortars and bullets at Maha
Muni and Nyaung Chaung camps.

“We heard a mortar first, followed by continuous gunfire. They fired around 500 shots as if
there was a battle. Some people fled into the village and others hid in the camp. They dared
not sleep that night,” a witness told The Irrawaddy.
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Maha Muni camp is near Maha Muni Pagoda by the Yangon-Sittwe road, sheltering more
than 1,000 people. Some 200 homes were razed in a fire on May 9.

Junta troops also fired on Nyaung Chaung camp near the pagoda where more than 3,000
people are sheltering, said a camp resident.

“Our camp is less than a mile to the north of the pagoda. Bullets flew over the camp. We
don’t know why they fired. Only they will know,” he said.

No injuries were reported.
Junta troops recently reportedly checked if new arrivals were at the camps.

Ko Zaw Win from a humanitarian group in Kyauktaw said: “They fired hundreds of shots
while there was no fighting. So it is reasonable to assume that they don’t want the camps
near them and want to frighten people away.”

Since the 2020 ceasefire, the United League of Arakan, the political wing of the AA, has
expanded its parallel administration, including judiciary, revenue and public security offices.

Regime troops have been searching villages for AA affiliates and telling villagers to stay clear
of the armed group. The regime has also tightened security checks, including on the Yangon-
Sittwe road, the state’s major supply route. It has restricted supplies of food and
commodities to parts of Rakhine and Paletwa Township in Chin State, which borders
Rakhine State.

Paletwa saw two clashes between junta troops and the AA in May. The AA has warned
about the possibility of fresh fighting in Rakhine, urging residents to stay clear of junta
outposts and supply routes.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-troops-fire-on-rakhine-
displacement-camps.html

Elderly woman killed by landmine reportedly set by Myanmar military in northern
Rakhine State

The area in Kyauktaw Township where the explosion occurred was occupied by Myanmar
army troops who carried out ‘clearance’ operations there in 2019, villagers say

Nan Oo Nway | Published on Jun 1, 2022

The landmine victim, Ma Tin Thein, is pictured in a boat
on being transported to a hospital in Kyauktaw for
treatment, but died en route (Kyaw Hla Myint)

A 75-year-old resident of northern Rakhine State’s
Kyauktaw Township died after stepping on a landmine
on Tuesday morning, according to local sources.

Ma Tin Thein was reportedly foraging for edible plants
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on a hill at 7am just outside of her village of Yoke Thar when she accidentally set off the
mine. The explosion caused her to immediately lose her right leg above the knee and
severely injured her left leg, an eyewitness said.

“A farmer from the area notified the villagers after the elderly lady fell down the hill after
triggering the landmine,” a man from Yoke Thar told Myanmar Now. “We went to pick her
up and tried to send her to the Kyauktaw hospital, but she died right after we loaded her
onto the boat,” he added.

Yoke Thar, which has 250 households and a population of nearly 1,000, is located on the
western shore of the Kaladan River, more than two miles outside of Kyauktaw town.

The villager said that Ma Tin Thein had planned to sell the wild vegetables she had collected,
noting that her family was impoverished and made their living doing odd jobs and day
labour.

“Her family didn’t want her to go and forage for plants there, but she wanted to do it to
earn some extra money. Three oxen had already been killed by landmines on that hill,” he
explained.

The village and hill were occupied by the Myanmar military in 2019, locals said.

That year, soldiers came to the Yoke Thar and rounded up more than 60 residents—
including women and children—and reportedly held them in the monastery for days
without sufficient food.

“They also went to that hill to carry out ‘clearance’ of the area. | think those landmines are
the ones that they set up,” said another man from Yoke Thar, who was among those
detained three years ago.

He said that Ma Tin Thein would be cremated at the cemetery in Kyauktaw town, as the
Myanmar army had also reportedly mined the area around Yoke Thar’s cemetery.

“There’s a cemetery specifically for people who have died accidental and sudden deaths,
but we aren’t able to go there because the military also set up landmines there. So we just
sent the body to the morgue at the Kyauktaw hospital,” the local man added.

“A girl lost both of her legs in 2019 as well. One of the military’s own soldiers was also killed
by those landmines in March,” he said.

The junta’s No. 9 Military Operation Command is stationed east of Yoke Thar, across the
Kaladan River.

Myanmar Now tried to contact junta officials to comment on the allegations that they had
placed landmines in civilian areas of Kyauktaw, but all calls went unanswered.

An ethnic Khumi youth from Paletwa Township in southern Chin State, across the state
border from Rakhine’s Kyauktaw, also stepped on a landmine and lost his leg on Sunday.
The blast occurred while he was returning from his farmland on a hill one mile outside of his
village of Nga Char, locals said.
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At the time of reporting, he was being treated for his injury at a hospital in the Rakhine
State capital of Sittwe.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/elderly-woman-killed-by-landmine-reportedly-
set-by-myanmar-military-in-northern-rakhine-state

Amid Tension with Local Armed Group, Myanmar Military Submarine Moves to Naval
Base in Rakhine

By THE IRRAWADDY | 1 June 2022

A Myanmar military submarine arrived at a deep-sea port that is being built by Aung Pyae
Sone, the son of junta chief Min Aung Hlaing, at Ohn Kyuein Island in Rakhine State’s
Kyaukphyu Township on Tuesday morning, according to residents.

Kyaukphyu residents said they saw the submarine in the Than Zit River in eastern
Kyaukphyu, heading in the direction of Ohn Kyuein Island, at around 8 a.m. on Tuesday.

“I saw the submarine between 7 a.m. and 8 a.m. on Tuesday. It was half-submerged and
was escorted by a Navy vessel,” a Kyaukphyu resident told The Irrawaddy.

A company owned by Aung Pyae Sone in partnership with foreign companies is building a
submarine port at the Danyawaddy Naval Base located between Kyaukphyu and Madae
Island, said residents.

Aung Pyae Sone’s company, a Kokang company and a Vietnamese company have been
building the port since early 2021, shortly after the military coup, according to residents.

Aung Pyae Sone arrived in Kyaukphyu by air on March 19. Heavily armed junta soldiers
provided security in the township and along the coast that day.

The regime has barred local vessels and fishing trawlers from trespassing into the port
project area. The arrival of one of the regime’s two submarines in Rakhine has attracted
interest as military tensions are again running high between the regime and the Arakan
Army after a more than one-year unofficial ceasefire, which took hold in November 2020.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/amid-tension-with-local-armed-group-myanmar-
military-submarine-moves-to-naval-base-in-rakhine.html

Resumption of conflict would put millions at risk in Myanmar’s Rakhine state: report

The International Crisis Group urges the Arakan Army and the military to formalize an
informal ceasefire.

By RFA Burmese Service | 2022.06.01

A resumption of a full-scale conflict between Myanmar’s military and Arakan Army (AA)
insurgents could result in the worst violence Rakhine state has seen in years and put the
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lives of millions of ethnic minorities in the region at risk, according to a new report by an
international NGO.

Fighters with the Arakan Army rest along a path, in
a file photo. Arakan Army

In a report released Wednesday, the
International Crisis Group (ICG) said AA moves to
gain territory in central and northern Rakhine
state since it agreed to an informal ceasefire with
the military in the latter part of 2020 are likely to

prompt intense fighting in the region.

It warned that up to 3 million ethnic Rakhines and Rohingyas would be severely affected
by the violence and called for the ceasefire to be formalized, despite the AA’s declared
goal of establishing an independent state for ethnic Rakhines and a bid by Myanmar’s
shadow National Unity Government (NUG) to have the AA join a coalition of anti-junta
armed groups.

“A resumption of war in Rakhine state would have significant impacts for the 2-3 million
people in the state, both Rakhine and Rohingya, who have so far been spared the post-
coup violence that has engulfed the rest of Myanmar,” the ICG’s senior adviser on
Myanmar, Tom Kean, told RFA’s Burmese Service in an email prior to the release of the
report.

“The humanitarian consequences would likely be devastating — almost certainly worse
than during the two-year war from December 2018 to November 2020, which the state
has still not recovered from.”

Kean said that in researching the ICG’s report, both Rakhine and Rohingya interviewees
expressed fear of conflict resuming, adding that while many believed such a conflict is
inevitable, it is something they neither wanted nor supported.

And while many in Myanmar would welcome a partnership against the junta between the
AA and the NUG-led opposition, the report suggested that such an arrangement could
spark violence that would significantly worsen the living situation for civilians in Rakhine
state, which is already reeling from a battered economy and years of communal violence.

Refugees at a camp in Rakhine state's Ponnagyun
township, Jan. 21, 2022. Credit: RFA‘The view of the
people’

Instead, Kean urged the AA to secure a formal ceasefire
with the military, adding that while the insurgent army
must decide for itself how best to achieve its political

goals, a renewed war is “not the best option.”

However, he suggested that the AA “work closely” with the NUG to choose a way to avoid
the risk of a recurrence of conflict in Rakhine state.
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The ICG report follows a recent uptick in tensions between the two sides after the Arakan
Army commander-in-chief, Gen. Tun Myat Naing, issued a warning to the military’s
Western Commander Htin Latt Oo on Twitter. On May 26, the military and AA fighters
clashed near the villages of Abaung-thar and Yote-wa, about six miles from the center of
Rakhine’s Paletwa township, and residents have told RFA they are worried that the two-
year-old ceasefire had been broken.

Nyo Aye, the chairwoman of the Rakhine Women’s Network, called for calm between the
two sides in an interview with RFA, noting that it is largely civilians who bear the brunt of
armed conflict.

“When tensions grow, there is a likelihood for more fighting,” she said.

“We find this very worrying. It is our people who suffer because of the fighting. Tensions
need to be reduced and I’'m not talking about one side. | mean both sides need to
compromise. That’s the view of the people.”

An ethnic Rohingya Muslim from a village in northern Rakhine’s Buthidaung township
told RFA that people there do not want fighting to resume.

“Our only desire is to live in peace,” he said, speaking on condition of anonymity. “If
there is fighting, there will be hardship. | am worried about the lives of refugees. We just
want the fighting to stop.”

He said fighting appears likely to resume as the military is regularly entering Muslim
villages in Buthidaung, watching for AA movements.

Attempts by RFA to reach AA spokesman Khaing Thukha for comment went unanswered
Wednesday, but the junta’s deputy information minister, Maj. Gen Zaw Min Tun,
responded to inquiries saying that the military is not deploying troops to Rakhine state
and is trying to maintain peace in the region.

“We only have local security forces who were there [from the previous conflict],” he said,
adding that the AA claims the military is sending reinforcements to the area “to frighten
the people.”

“We are committed to the development of Rakhine state, and we are continuing to work
for peace and stability. ... If they want to say the [military] is expanding its presence or
launching an operation, they should provide some evidence.”

Military ‘directly responsible’ for violence

Meanwhile, the ICG’s Kean said that if the junta truly hopes to establish peace in Rakhine
state and other parts of Myanmar, it must stop oppressing its own people.

“The military regime is directly responsible for the violence in Myanmar because it
launched the [Feb. 1, 2021] coup and refuses to respect the will of the vast majority of
Myanmar people,” Kean said.
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“Instead, it is using extreme violence to try and cower them into submission,” he said of
the junta’s ensuing crackdown that rights groups say has led to the deaths of at least
1,878 civilians and the arrest of 13,915 more, mostly during peaceful anti-coup protests.

Kean noted that despite the military’s brutal tactics, resistance to its rule — both armed
and non-violent — “remains strong across much of the country.”

“The military should of course stop abusing its own people, but this alone is unlikely to
end the conflict because most people in Myanmar do not seem willing to accept any form
of military government,” he said.

“The path to stability is to hand back power to a civilian administration that has the
support of the people.”

Translated by Khin Maung Nyane. Written in English by Joshua Lipes.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/rakhine-06012022192134.html
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