PEACE Info (May 27, 2022)

Myanmar Junta Intensifies Arson Attacks in Resistance Strongholds
Myanmar military captures, kills local employees of Chinese copper mining company
Elderly man killed in northwestern Myanmar after junta artillery shell hits his home
Lawyer facing life sentence on terror charges sent to Obo Prison
Dancing with the enemy in the Bamar heartland
All strive to work for solving political problems bringing to the discussion table:
Chairman of SNLD Party
Senior US Senator Questions White House Support for Myanmar Resistance
Premier, UN envoy hash over efforts on Myanmar
SAC and NMSP sign negotiation agreement
Arakan Army Clashes Heavily with Myanmar Junta Troops
Heavy artillery fire reported as junta forces and AA clash in southern Chin State
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Myanmar Junta Intensifies Arson Attacks in Resistance Strongholds
By THE IRRAWADDY | 27 May 2022

Myanmar’s junta has intensified its attacks in the resistance strongholds of Sagaing and Magwe
regions by razing around 100 villages this month.

The Irrawaddy estimates that more than 7,000 houses in 97 villages were burned down in the two
regions so far this month.

Tens of thousands of residents have been displaced.

Ye-U, Khin-U, Myaung, Yinmabin, Salingyi, Mingin, Kani, Taze, Shwebo, Wetlet, Kale and Tabayin
townships in Sagaing Region have been raided by junta troops and more than 6,000 houses were
burned down.

A village in Myaung Township in Sagaing Region after a
regime attack on May 22. / Myaung PDF

During raids in Magwe Region this month, over 1,300
houses from 28 villages were burned down.

Myaing Township in Magwe Region has about 10,000
civilians sheltering in seven camps.

x X e e \§

About 10,000 civilians from Yesagyo Township in Magwe have been displaced and at least 63 killed
during junta raids in May.

Ko Zay, head of the Salingyi Special Taskforce, told The Irrawaddy that the regime wants to break up
civilian administrative networks while the junta cannot extend control beyond a few cities.

He said: “They well know Magwe and Sagaing are under the command of the National Union
Government. They are resistance strongholds. That is why regime troops target them.”

A village in Myaung Township in Sagaing Region after a
regime attack on May 22. / Myaung PDF

People’s defence forces from Sagaing and Magwe regions
lack the military experience and support networks of the
ethnic armed forces, he said.

By torching civilian houses, they try to stop public
donations to resistance forces and the resistance groups
weaken each day, Yay Lae Kyaun PDF said in a statement.

A War Tan villager in Salingyi Township said: ”Soldiers made us homeless and hungry and it is
impossible to support the revolution. But they can only destroy our houses: they can’t destroy our
revolutionary spirit.”

Currently, thousands of civilians are staying with relatives, at monasteries and in forests under
tarpaulin shelters.

Tabayin refugee relief network said the junta attacks make the delivery of aid to civilians extremely
challenging.

Myaing NGOs are asking for food, other humanitarian assistance and help to rehabilitate civilians.
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“We do not dare return to our village and if we did there is nothing there,” said a Lat Yet Ma villager
in Myaung. Two-thirds of the village was burned down on May 14.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-intensifies-arson-attacks-in-resistance-
strongholds.html

Myanmar military captures, kills local employees of Chinese copper mining company

The men, who worked for Yangtse Copper Co. Ltd., were among civilians fleeing junta assaults on
villages in Sagaing near the mining projects

Khin Yi Yi Zaw | Published on May 27, 2022

A cremation is held for the two victims, Kyaw Nyein and
Chit Thein Zaw, on the morning of May 26 (Supplied)

Two of five locals abducted by junta forces in southern
Sagaing Region’s Yinmabin and Salingyi townships were
found murdered on Wednesday evening. The deceased
men were identified as employees at a Chinese company
leading a major copper mining project in the area.

The residents had been displaced by military assaults on
villages in the area and were taking shelter near the community of Done Taw when they were
captured on Wednesday afternoon. Three of the men were released soon after, but the bodies of
Kyaw Nyein, 38, and Chit Thein Zaw, 34, were discovered later that evening.

Both men had worked for the Myanmar branch of Yangtse Copper Co. Ltd. Kyaw Nyein was a staff
member in the processing department and Chit Thein Zaw was a drill operator, according to locals.

The bodies of the victims, found with signs of torture,
gunshot wounds and their hands tied behind their backs
(Supplied)

Yangtse is a subsidiary of Wanbao Mining, which jointly
operates the controversial Letpadaung mining site in the
area with the Union of Myanmar Economic Holdings Ltd.
(UMEHL), a military conglomerate. Yangtse jointly
operates two other nearby copper mines at Sabetaung
and Kyisintaung with UMEHL, known as the S&K mines.

Kyaw Nyein and Chit Thein Zaw were found with multiple injuries, suggesting they had suffered
severe abuse while they were held by the troops.

“The injuries suggest that they were tortured. They had their hands tied behind their backs,” a local
man told Myanmar Now on the condition of anonymity.

“Kyaw Nyein’s face was misaligned due to the amount of torture he was subjected to. He also had a
bullet wound in his forehead,” he continued. “Chit Thein Zaw had bullet wounds to his chest and
head. It appeared that they were shot at close range.”
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The victims were residents of Ywar Thar village in Salingyi Township but were later left in the
cemetery of Kan Kone village, near the Kyisintaung copper mine.

“Their motorcycle was in bad condition, so it made a lot of strange noises and it's most likely that the
military thought they were setting up explosive devices,” the local man explained, citing statements
from the surviving abductees who were released. “From when they were first taken, they had their
hands tied behind their backs. They weren’t killed in front of the other three victims. They were first
used as guides through the area and then killed after the others were released.”

The source said he knew Kyaw Nyein personally, and that he had been taking part in the general
strike as part of the Civil Disobedience Movement and therefore refusing to go to work at Yangtse.

The bodies of the two men were cremated on Thursday morning.
The military council has not released any information concerning their murder.

A junta column of some 100 soldiers—reportedly stationed near the Yangtse office in the area since
early May—had been launching assaults on villages surrounding the Kyisintaung mine since Tuesday,
burning nearly 40 homes in total, according to local sources. Most recently, on Thursday morning,
the village of War Tan, south of the mining project, was also reportedly torched.

The Myanmar army has repeatedly denied responsibility for arson attacks across the country,
instead blaming the anti-junta People’s Defence Forces for the acts.

Residents of War Tan, as well as Done Taw, Shwe Pan Khaing, Tein Pin Kan and Thea Taw Gyi, all fled
this week’s attacks, but encountered heavy rains which forced them to remain in the area.

Locals displaced by military assaults on their villages
flee in the rain on May 25 (Supplied)

Photographs seen by Myanmar Now show locals
leaving their villages and carrying their belongings on
motorcycles or in ox-drawn carts down muddy roads.

“The Yamar stream is currently flooding, so there are
not many routes left for the displaced locals to escape
through. It’s very troubling,” the local man who spoke to Myanmar Now said.

Some 16 local defence forces active in Yinmabin and Salingyi townships released a joint statement in
April calling on the Wanbao and Yangtse companies to halt their operations at the Letpadaung and
S&K mining sites by May 5, accusing them of propping up the junta.

The companies released a joint statement on May 4 claiming that they had been threatened by
resistance groups active in the area. They alleged that there were “rumors” and “groundless
accusations” circulating concerning their projects and claimed to have halted mining operations
after the military coup in February of last year.

The US government hit Wanbao and its subsidiaries with sanctions in July last year over their
operations in Myanmar with the military. In March 2021, both the US and the UK sanctioned UMEHL
for serving as a financial arm of the junta.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-military-captures-kills-local-employees-of-

chinese-copper-mining-company
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Elderly man killed in northwestern Myanmar after junta artillery shell hits his home

Unable to flee with the other residents, the 70-year-old man was left behind as a military convoy
assaulted villages along a road through Sagaing’s Khin-U Township

Ko Cho | Published on May 27, 2022

Smoke is seen rising from another village in Khin-U
Township, In Daing Lay (South), on May 22 after it
was torched by the military (Khin-U Information
Facebook Page)

A 70-year-old man was killed on Wednesday after
the military fired both heavy and light weapons into
his village in Sagaing Region’s Khin-U Township.

Kun Thee had been hiding in his house in Kan Thit
village when it was hit by an artillery shell at around

7pm, another resident of the community said.

The rest of the locals already fled as a seven-vehicle junta convoy travelling through Khin-U—en
route from Shwebo to Ye-U—shot at and raided a number of homes along the road. Residents of
some 12 villages, including Kan Thit, were displaced by the assaults.

“The old man couldn’t run, so he stayed behind. He was arrested once before, too,” the Kan Thit
villager said, adding that Kun Thee’s son had also been previously arrested and was reportedly in
prison at the time of the attack.

Anti-junta defence forces used improvised explosive devices to intercept the military vehicles at a
curve in the road near Kan Thit, locals said, and noted that accompanying the convoy was a new
junta-appointed local administrator.

The Khin-U People’s Defence Force (PDF) released a statement on Wednesday reporting that they
and their allies were able to safely withdraw from the battle that followed, and warned residents of
Depayin, Khin-U, Taze and Ye-U townships that a major Myanmar army assault on the area could be
forthcoming.

Junta forces have been raiding villages in Khin-U throughout May, and frequently clashed with
resistance groups. After such battles, military columns are known to bombard villages in the
surrounding area with both heavy and light weapons.

On May 19, five civilians were killed and 13 more were injured after an artillery shell fired by the
military landed on a crowd of internally displaced persons near Tar Taing village in Khin-U Township.
They had gathered on the eastern shores of the Muu River and were reportedly watching to see if
their village on the opposite side bank—Pauk Thar—would be targeted in arson attacks by junta
troops as fighting occurred one mile away in Depayin Township.

According to the monitoring group Data for Myanmar, as of May 1, a total of 11,417 homes had
been destroyed in military attacks nationwide, of which some 972 were in Khin-U Township.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/elderly-man-killed-in-northwestern-myanmar-after-junta-
artillery-shell-hits-his-home
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Lawyer facing life sentence on terror charges sent to Obo Prison

Ywet Nu Aung was being held inside one of Myanmar’s most notorious interrogation centres prior to
her transfer to the prison

Nyan Hlaing Lin | Published on May 27, 2022

Ywet Nu Aung is seen in front of the Dakhina District Courthouse
in Naypyitaw in 2019 (Nyan Hlaing Lin/Myanmar Now)

A lawyer who was charged last month under Myanmar’s anti-
terror law for allegedly financing an armed resistance group was
transferred to Mandalay’s Obo Prison on Thursday.

L Ywet Nu Aung, a prominent lawyer who has represented a
number of high-profile clients, had been held at the Mandalay Palace interrogation centre since her
arrest on April 27.

Despite that facility’s reputation for mistreatment of prisoners, she appeared to be in good physical
condition, a source close to the lawyer told Myanmar Now.

“She’s in good health, but she lost some weight,” said the source.

Ywet Nu Aung was arrested last month following a hearing at Obo Prison for Dr. Zaw Myint Maung,
the ousted chief minister of Mandalay Region and vice-chair of the deposed ruling party, the
National League for Democracy (NLD).

She was later charged under Section 50j of the Counter-Terrorism Law, which carries a maximum
sentence of life in prison.

The charge stems from claims made by Myanmar’s regime that a treasurer for a Mandalay-based
armed resistance group had confessed to receiving money from Ywet Nu Aung.

The source close to the lawyer said that she would conduct her own defence.
“She won’t be acquiring another lawyer. She said she would represent herself,” said the source.

Ywet Nu Aung, 43, is a central executive committee member of the Mandalay Region branch of the
NLD. In addition to defending Dr. Zaw Myint Maung, she has also represented Win Mya Mya, the
vice chair of the Mandalay Region NLD party.

She was also the lawyer for “Victoria,” a preschool student who was sexually assaulted in Naypyitaw
in 2019, in a case that sparked national outrage.

Another client was Swe Win, the editor-in-chief of Myanmar Now, in a defamation case laid against
him by Mandalay-based ultranationalists. Ywet Nu Aung faced threats from the same
ultranationalists for her involvement in the case.

According to prison sources, a hearing was also held for Ywet Nu Aung on Thursday. Details were not
available at the time of reporting.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/lawyer-facing-life-sentence-on-terror-charges-sent-to-
obo-prison
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Dancing with the enemy in the Bamar heartland

MAY 27, 2022 | By FRONTIER

Thaw Ka (front) with other PDF fighters in Ayadaw Township in
February. (Mar Naw | Frontier)

An entertainer with a gift for oration is keeping junta forces on
their toes in Sagaing Region, while building a united front of
anti-coup armed groups.

Hundreds of villagers gathered in a dusty village in southern
Sagaing Region, their voices loudly chanting revolutionary
slogans against the backdrop of a blazing orange February

2 sunset. They were waiting to hear Bo Thaw Ka, the charismatic
38-year- oId leader of one of Ayadaw Township’s People’s Defence Forces, give one of his trademark
speeches.

Wearing an army bush hat, plain shirt and longyi, and accompanied by an escort of PDF fighters
armed with home-made guns, Thaw Ka made his way to the stage to the riotous cheers of the
crowd.

“What will we do when the junta’s forces come?” he said in a gruff tone through a small
loudspeaker.

“We will fight,” roared the crowd.

“No!” he replied, “We will run. We have to run, but as soon as they leave, we will return and rule our
village.”

Thaw Ka is an effective orator, a skill he acquired in his previous role as a “byik silk”, a kind of master
of ceremonies/entertainer at traditional Bamar events such as weddings or novitiations. The
involvement of byik silk, who intersperse Buddhist blessings with jokes and banter, is regarded as
auspicious at such events. Since the coup, Thaw Ka has been using these skills to lead protests and
help villages organise local defence forces.

As the gathered villagers listened intently, he continued his address, explaining that ethnic armed
groups were helping the resistance in Sagaing and Magway regions to fight back against marauding
columns of soldiers.

“Without the ethnic armed group, we can never achieve our goal because our goal is not only to
defeat dictators, but also to create equality and freedom,” he said.

His speech was slow, calm and peppered with jokes. But, despite the humour, his expression
remained serious and the eyes beneath the brim of his green bush hat burned with intensity.

In his previous life as a byik silk, Thaw Ka entertained crowds and dispensed blessings wearing shiny
satin clothes and the traditional Burmese turban known as a gaung baung. This time, as he stood
before the crowd, he said he had no blessing to offer. “This country has not been blessed since the
coup.”
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Thaw Ka gives a public speech at a protest in Ayadaw
Township in February. (Frontier)

From clown to warrior

After his speech, Thaw Ka invited Frontier to travel to his
home village of Shauk Khar in northern Ayadaw
Township, which also serves as the base of the PDF he
leads.

The journey consisted of a 45-minute motorcycle ride along yellow dirt roads lined with dry paddy
fields. The road was cratered in places where the PDF had used improvised explosive devices to
attack junta convoys. PDF fighters escorted their leader back to the base, the mood relaxed as
regime troops do not often stray this far north.

More fighters manned a checkpoint at the entrance to the village, where they inspected the convoy
for weapons, drugs and gambling paraphernalia. In normal times, the main crops grown around
Shauk Khar are peanuts and sesame, but the main activities during Frontier’s visit were those
focused on fighting the junta. In the sprawling compound where Thaw Ka lives was a workshop for
making weapons, a big kitchen for preparing meals for PDF fighters and a small shooting range for
testing weapons.

Settled back in his home, Thaw Ka shared the story of his colourful life. He left Shauk Khar at 15 and
joined a traditional performance troupe, playing the roles of a clown and a singer for 10 years. He
decided to become a byik silk and began studying the Buddhist verses and other stories that he
needed to master. Eventually, he became one of the most renowned byik silk performers in the
central dry zone regions of Sagaing, Magway and Mandalay, a distinction he enjoyed until the coup.

“In the past, | haven’t even killed a bird,” he said. He said it again, then continued, “l wanted to
spend my life just singing songs and telling funny stories.”

The conversation was occasionally interrupted by incoming calls on his phone: the ringtone was a
recording of his performance of a National League for Democracy campaign song for the 2020
election. Thaw Ka is a staunch NLD supporter and joined the protests when the party was
overthrown in February 2021, after winning a landslide reelection in November 2020. His decision to
take up arms against the military came in mid-2021, after the crackdowns on protesters became
increasingly deadly and brutal. He began by organising the residents of Shauk Khar and built a secret
camp near the village before recruiting men and seeking weapons to form a rebel group.

S The remnants of Thaw Ka’s home in Shauk Khar village,
8 ; ' Ayadaw Township, which was burned during a junta raid
in November 2021. (Frontier)

Thaw Ka was among the thousands who have chosen
the path of resistance in the central dry zone, where
young teachers became assassins, farmers made
improvised explosive devices, and even monks became
rebel leaders.

It was as if everyone had been reborn. “I told my men that even if the junta could conquer the whole
country, they will not conquer my village,” he said.

A wanted man
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According to Thaw Ka, his PDF is one of the strongest in the area, partly because it is one of the best
armed. Many of Ayadaw’s 155 villages have attempted to form PDFs, and there are an estimated 20
groups currently operating in the township. While some have submitted to the command of the
parallel civilian government, the National Unity Government, others are cooperating with NUG’s
forces while maintaining their independence.

Thaw Ka’s PDF is among the former and receives direct support from the NUG. He said that this has
enabled his PDF to have more effective weapons and better financing than other local groups. His
PDF also works with the NUG’s local administration, known as People’s Administration Teams, and
helps the PATs provide government services and local administration.

“We’ve made a lot of progress and had to overcome many challenges to reach this stage. That’s one
of the reasons junta forces have tried to kill me several times,” Thaw Ka said.

The first attempt on Thaw Ka’s life came last October, when junta forces stormed the PDF’s secret
camp near Shauk Khar village. The PDF was tipped off and everyone managed to escape. The soldiers
set fire to the camp, and the incident left Thaw Ka suspicious about the presence of informers in his
village.

“The incident made me realise that it is not easy for revolutionaries to operate in villages where
people who are pro-military have not been eliminated,” he told Frontier.

Three weeks later, four people thought to be Tatmadaw sympathisers and a member of the military-
backed Union Solidarity and Development Party in Shauk Kar village were killed.

A neighbour who witnessed the killing of one of the victims, U Tun Shwe, said that the man hid in his
house and attempted to fend off his killers with his own gun. The neighbour said that Tun Shwe
attempted to apologise for his actions but was killed shortly after. Thaw Ka referred to those killed
as informers who placed the PDFs in danger.

A group that called itself the Ayadaw Ninjas later claimed responsibility, releasing a statement
alleging that the victims had relatives in the Myanmar military and had been providing names of PDF
members to soldiers. The Ayadaw Ninjas also accused two of the victims of attending trainings
provided by the military and bringing provisions to the soldiers. They claimed that ammunition was
found in their homes and accused the victims of becoming wealthy after the coup.

On November 11, the day after the killings, the military returned to Shauk Khar. Thaw Ka’s house
was the first to be burned that day. However, he had anticipated such an eventuality and had fled
before the troops arrived. Unable to find Thaw Ka, the soldiers torched 10 more houses.

“They thought we would be scared if they burnt down our homes but we are not afraid anymore and
we hate them even more,” said Ko Kyin Wai*, a village resident and PDF member.

Kyin Wai showed Frontier the ruins of Thaw Ka’s house. There were scorched pots and pans and the
remains of water pumps and tractors. Kyin Wai salvaged some short lengths of iron from the ashes.
“Short pieces of iron are useful,” he said. “They can be used to make mines.”

As a contingency against raids by soldiers, Thaw Ka has encouraged village residents to prepare
emergency supplies to take with them for when they needed to flee.

“It is nothing new for junta forces to burn villages that do not support them. In the surrounding
villages they have even committed mass killings,” said a 40-year-old woman resident of Shauk Khar
whose house had also been torched.
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On April 8, junta forces returned to Shauk Khar for a third time. They attempted to launch a surprise
attack at 2am in the morning when it was raining, but PDF members saw them and a battle

ensued. The soldiers fired mortars and field guns at the village while Thaw Ka and his PDF fighters
returned fire with their handmade guns.

“We only have a few modern firearms and are mostly armed with handmade guns, which we used
along with explosives for about 30 minutes to delay their advance to give the villagers time to flee,”
Thaw Ka said.

The attack left one villager dead and another 50 homes incinerated. After the junta forces left, the
villagers returned, distraught at the torching of their homes. Thaw Ka led the rebuilding effort and
rallied the villagers, urging them to stay strong.

“When they set your house on fire, do not be sorry, be angry,” he said.

‘ PDF fighters gather in Shauk Khar village in Ayadaw
Township in February. (Mar Naw | Frontier)

A united front

Resistance to the military coup has been especially
strong in Sagaing Region, in part due to the work of
people like Thaw Ka, but that strength has meant the
region has been subject to some of the most brutal
junta attacks in the country. According to the NGO Data
for Myanmar, regime forces have set fire to over 7,000 houses in Sagaing between January and April
of this year alone. The junta has also been targeting civilians in an effort to cut off support and
supply lines to the PDFs that seek to defend them.

In late April the military launched another series of mass killings and arson that terrorised
communities where PDFs were active in Sagaing Region. It continued until the end of May. Khin-U
and Ye-U townships, to the north of Ayadaw, were the first to feel the brunt of the attacks. PDFs
in Ye-U and Chaung-U told Frontier that about 70 people were killed between April and May in Ye-
U and Chaung-U. In Khin-U, more than 1,000 houses from 30 villages were reduced to ashes and
over 10,000 villagers are still displaced, the township’s information team told Frontier by phone in
May.

Some fighters believe that a united front of NUG-affiliated PDFs and other local armed groups might
have been able to turn back the attacks, but ideological and personal differences and problems over
territory have been a barrier to unity.

“Local armed groups wanted to start fighting immediately. But some NUG PDFs were slow to
respond and could not come to dance when we needed them, so it was not possible to form a strong
united front,” a Khin-U resident told Frontier by phone. “Dancing” is a slang term for fighting.

Ayadaw has been an exception as one of the few townships in Sagaing Region where groups have
been able to coalesce and establish a fighting coalition. Thaw Ka and his NUG-affiliated PDF have
joined forces with about 10 other groups in northern Ayadaw Township. His PDF is also part of the
Northern Brotherhood Alliance Revolution (NBAR), which consists of five groups, and are in allyship
with the North West Plain Squad (NWPS) of Depayin Township. He claimed the alliance was able to
muster some 600 troops, although Frontier could not independently verify this number. Thaw Ka
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said that these groups have been coordinating attacks and making deals to enforce the “rule of law”
in the groups’ respective territories.

Thaw Ka said that his PDF has also been supplied with weapons from the Kachin Independence
Army, and that he has shared these weapons with groups allied to his fighters.

“l absolutely accept allies and the need for a united front. If we are not united, we will all be on fire,”
Thaw Ka said.

Thaw Ka said that his PDF and allied groups are expanding the area under their

control and continuing to provide military training, enlist recruits for NUG-affiliated PDF
groups and provide protection for villages. They know that the more they resist, the more the
military will retaliate, using its superior firepower to expand the territory under its control and
turning more villages into ashes.

* denotes the use of pseudonym upon request for safety reasons

https://www.frontiermyanmar.net/en/dancing-with-the-enemy-in-the-bamar-heartland/

All strive to work for solving political problems bringing to the discussion table: Chairman of SNLD
Party

PUBLISHED 27 MAY 2022
Photo-Lyatsee

As the civilized society, no matter what the situation may
A bring, all need to strive to solve political problems
' BB | | m 1 - & through negotiations at the table said chairman of SNLD

: : “ ' b Sy L Sai Nyunt Lwin.

|

4

/ m '» =M He said these words at the SNLD party nationwide
| ",f"{ (] ‘ h(RTH Y| I
: 'ff, ‘ Y' . ” ! ‘2;‘” ﬁ conference held at the Kokant social hall in Taunggyi on
‘ ' May 26.

“SNLD party has avoided extreme movements and talks appeared after the 2020 General Election.
The party has continued its path with great care not to be carried away by the conflicts happened
after the military took over. SNLD party will stand by the side of Dhamma which is and will be always
right. The present political situation is taking place between Dhamma (good) and the Ahdhamma
(evil). We have decided to stand by the side of Dhamma. As a political party, we confessed that there
are many issues the party can’t solve. There are some people who don’t like SNLD party’s standing
and criticized over the matter. But, they have to understand SNLD party as the party has decided
their policy and objectives and continued in doing so what we’ve decided,” said SNLD party
chairman Sai Nyunt Lwin.

“Unfortunately, our country is like a country building its strength through arms and ammunitions. If
there are no arms or weapons possessed, they felt that they were looked down by others or out-
casted from the society. It seemed that possessing of arms plays an important role in everywhere.
Arms must be possessed but it must be in the place where it should be. When a society is building a
civilized society, it is saddening to see that our society becomes a society which favours possessing
of arms and it must be changed,” he continued.
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If we can’t solve current political problems, our country is leading on the path of becoming a failed
State. SNLD party is very sad for not to be able to solve the current political challenges effectively as
a political party but he added that in a country, no one can abolish the role of political parties.

Political parties will be in the priority role when the country can bring an environment of all political
parties to the discussion table, he added.

“No matter what the current political situation is taking place, we all need to work for bringing all
parties to the discussion table as a civilized society. What | believed is that, when we can create an
environment of this kind, the role of political parties will be given in the first place,” said Sai Nyunt
Lwin.

If one can’t win over one self, or one can’t bring changes for one-self, it is impossible to accomplish
the great ambition concerned with many people, he continued. There are many examples in history
which showed that fighting against dictatorship and when achieved, he also became a dictator. In a
political changes or doing a revolution, we can’t say we have success when we can change
superficially. We can say we got success when we can change both superficially and mentally. There
is no benefit or interest for the people who is fighting against the dictatorship has possessed dictator
spirit, he added.

The SNLD party conference will be held till May 27 and new executive members will be chosen.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/all-strive-to-work-for-solving-political-problems-bringing-to-the-
discussion-table-chairman-of

Senior US Senator Questions White House Support for Myanmar Resistance
By THE IRRAWADDY | 27 May 2022

US Republican Senate leader Mitch McConnell has questioned whether President Biden’s
administration is willing to help Myanmar, saying the US’s role supporting the country’s struggle for
democracy was “at a serious crossroads”.

The senator, who has worked across the aisle to encourage previous administrations to do more to
stand with the dissidents and democrats of Myanmar, addressed senior officials from the Biden
administration during Wednesday’s briefing to members of the US Senate.

Senator’s McConnell’s intervention comes at a time when the Senate is carrying out a process
directed by McConnell’s bipartisan amendment to the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2022 to support Myanmar’s democracy movement. It includes provisions such as legitimizing
Myanmar’s parallel National Unity Government (NUG), which was formed by lawmakers from the
National League for Democracy (NLD) and its ethnic allies after the NLD government was ousted in a
coup last year.

The amendment was passed by the Senate in December last year, but still requires White House
officials to brief senators on the US’s policy towards Myanmar since the coup.

Senator McConnell told the Senate: “My friends (in Myanmar) are enduring a 16th month under the
rule of yet another brutal military junta. Thousands of civilians have lost their lives.” The Senator was
referring to the regime’s post-coup atrocities against its own people, the majority of whom have
rejected junta rule.
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“But Burma’s [Myanmar] struggle for democracy — and our role in support — is at a serious
crossroads. And today, our colleagues expect to hear from the administration’s representatives what
more it is prepared to do to help the people of Burma,” he added.

Days before the briefing, Senator McConnell met with the NUG’s foreign minister Daw Zin Mar Aung.
She requested the US to bolster the legitimacy of the NUG, sanction the regime’s support system
and give direct assistance to the people of Myanmar.

“I'm hopeful the representatives here today are prepared to discuss how the Biden administration is
prioritizing these objectives, and its strategy to achieve each of them,” said Senator McConnell.

During the briefing on Wednesday, the Senator asked the US government what steps the
administration was prepared to take to engage, support, and formally recognize the NUG and its
National Unity Consultative Council, a body formed to bring together forces opposed to the regime,
and the NUG’s armed wing, the People’s Defense Forces.

He said also that the US needs to ramp up pressure on the military regime because Myanmar
dissidents were asking “what additional steps the administration will take” to target the junta’s
foreign enablers and corporate affiliates, including the Myanmar Qil and Gas Enterprise. The junta-
controlled enterprise runs the country’s oil and gas sector.

Lastly, the senator urged the US to find a more effective way of partnering with Myanmar’s
neighbors India and Thailand to deliver direct aid assistance to the people of Myanmar, as tens of
thousands of civilians nationwide have been forced to flee their homes due to junta raids and arson
attacks.

“How is it [the administration] working to help document the junta’s crimes and provide cross-
border humanitarian assistance for its victims?” asked the Senator.

Senator McConnell admitted that the challenges facing the Myanmar people are complicated. But he
said the proposition for the US government was simple: “Are we willing to help a people committed
to democracy finally realize it for themselves?”

“I look forward to hearing how the Biden administration plans to answer this call,” he added.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/senior-us-senator-questions-white-house-support-for-
myanmar-resistance.html

Premier, UN envoy hash over efforts on Myanmar
PUBLISHED 27 MAY 2022 | PHNOMPENH POST / ANN

4 ) Prime Minister Hun Sen meets with UN Secretary-
General's Special Envoy for Myanmar's Noeleen Heyzer on
April 1. SPM

Prime Minister Hun Sen told UN special envoy on
Myanmar Noeleen Heyzer that Cambodia remains
committed to assisting the predominantly Buddhist
country in finding a permanent solution to ending the

; ongoing crisis and providing humanitarian assistance to
those in need as weII as spurring a dialogue between all parties to the conflict.
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Hun Sen spoke with Heyzer on the sidelines of the May 22-26 World Economic Forum in Davos,
Switzerland, according to Kao Kim Hourn, the minister delegate attached to the prime minister.

“[Hun Sen] emphasised that although the relevant work in Myanmar is important, it is not easy.
However, [he] emphasised that Cambodia remains committed to assisting Myanmar, and especially
in fulfilling our role as chair of ASEAN,” he said.

Hun Sen identified three priorities for helping Myanmar. The first is to end the violence through a
permanent ceasefire. The second is to provide humanitarian assistance to the people in most need
of it, and the third is to spur a constructive dialogue with the participation of all parties concerned.

Heyzer thanked Hun Sen for helping the people of Myanmar and hoped that the premier’s
comments would be heeded. She said the important thing now is to look for a means to reduce the
violence against civilians in Myanmar.

Heyzer also stated that Cambodia’s efforts reflected well on the Kingdom’s ability to lead on
important issues, especially the prime minister’s visit to Myanmar and his meetings with Senior
General Min Aung Hlaing — chairman of the ruling State Administration Council (SAC).

Back on January 7-8, Hun Sen visited Myanmar to meet with Min Aung Hlaing, who at that time
pledged to extend a ceasefire until the end of 2022 and to curb the violence there, but eventually
reneged on those promises, with Hun Sen later publicly noting his objection to the resumption of
combat operations.

Heyzer told Hun Sen that Min Aung Hlaing had invited her to pay a visit to Myanmar in the near
future, noting that she plans to go there but wants the premier’s views on the situation before she
does.

In late January, Hun Sen met virtually with Min Aung Hlaing a second time and expressed concerns
over the violence. He also proposed several actions that the SAC leader could undertake to resolve
the crisis. Then in early May, Hun Sen met virtually with the senior general for a third time to discuss
the implementation of the ASEAN five-point consensus.

Yang Kim Eng, president of the People’s Center for Development and Peace, said that if the prime
minister’s three basic priorities were implemented, it would do a great deal of good for the people
of Myanmar, but it would also be highly dependent on the armed groups agreeing to them.

“Cambodia, as ASEAN chair, could find ways to make the second and third priorities happen, but first
they need to achieve a ceasefire. Once there is a ceasefire, the dialogue and humanitarian assistance
will not face such great obstacles. But getting everyone to agree to a ceasefire and then somehow
ensuring that it holds may be difficult, so first they need to think of a scenario that accomplishes
that,” he told The Post on May 26.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/premier-un-envoy-hash-over-efforts-on-myanmar

SAC and NMSP sign negotiation agreement
monnews | 27 May 2022

Officials from the State Administrative Councils National Solidarity and Peace Negotiation
Committee (NSPNC) and the New Mon State Party (NMSP) ratified an agreement reached on May
25, following three days of negotiations.
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Details of the agreement are not known, as discussions on some aspects have not yet concluded.

In his opening remarks on the second day of
negotiations, NMSP Vice-Chair Nai Aung Min
said, “the NMSP has started its armed struggle
for national equality and self-determination.
National peace equality and the establishment
of a federal union with self-determination are
key issues in the current peace process.”

The meeting was attended by NSPNC Chair, Lt-
Gen Yar Pyae, Lt-Gen Moe Myint Tun, Gen Min
Naung, NMSP Vice-Chairman Nai Aung Min,
Joint Secretary Nai Win Hla, and Central Executive Committee member Nai Banyar Lae.

“The NMSP has consistently believed that political issues need to be addressed through political
means. Only in this way can a lasting solution be found to the country’s problems. We believe that
the only way to reach a new, peaceful and prosperous nation is to find a solution that will bring
about a genuine solution to the conflict and dialogue with all stakeholders in the current
conflict,” said Nai Aung Min.

During the week another agreement was reached between the State Administration Council and the
Restoration Council of Shan State (RCSS / SSA) which was signed on 22 May.

Negotiations are also underway with the United Wa State Army (SSA), the National Democratic
Alliance Army (NDAA), the Shan State Progress Party/Shan State Army (SSPP/ SSA), the Democratic
Karen Buddhist Army (DKBA), the Arakan State Liberation Party (ALP), The Karen National Liberation
Army Peace Council (KNU/ KNLA-PC), the Pa-O National Liberation Organization (PLNO), the Lahu
Democratic Union (LDU).

https://monnews.org/2022/05/27/sac-and-nmsp-sign-negotiation-agreement/

Arakan Army Clashes Heavily with Myanmar Junta Troops
By THE IRRAWADDY | 27 May 2022

Fighting broke out between Myanmar’s junta and the Arakan Army (AA) in Paletwa Township, Chin
State, on Thursday.

The two sides clashed at the foot of Mt Suu Poke in northwest Paletwa with Light Infantry Battalion
289 providing artillery support, according to residents.

“There is a junta outpost and AA troops are nearby. Troops from Battalion 289 went to the outpost
as reinforcements and were intercepted by the AA,” a resident told The Irrawaddy.

School enrollment began on Thursday but had to be suspended due to continuous artillery fire,
witnesses said.

The AA is based in Rakhine State but is also active in Paletwa, which borders Rakhine. Paletwa saw
two years of intense fighting before a ceasefire was agreed ahead of the November 2020 general
election.
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Paletwa relies on neighbouring Kyauktaw Township in Rakhine State for supplies of food and other
goods.

In response to growing military tensions, the regime prohibited water supplies to Paletwa from
Kyauktaw in early May.

Neither side was available for comment.

Tensions have been running high for months and junta troops and the AA also clashed for nearly 20
minutes near the village of Than Htaung in Paletwa on May 15.

In early May, AA chief Major General Tun Myat Naing warned the regime’s western commander,
who oversees Rakhine State.

Junta spokesman Major General Zaw Min Tun then told a press conference that the regime was
losing patience with the AA’s provocative and hostile remarks and that the Rakhine people would
suffer if fresh fighting broke out.

The two sides observed an unofficial ceasefire after November 2020 following two years of intense
fighting since late 2018.

More than 200,000 people were displaced by the fighting and some 60,000 remain in displacement
camps after many returned to their homes since the 2020 ceasefire.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/arakan-army-clashes-heavily-with-myanmar-junta-
troops.html

Heavy artillery fire reported as junta forces and AA clash in southern Chin State

The fighting comes as concerns grow over the possible resumption of a full-blown conflict between
the two sides

Nan Oo Nway | Published on May 27, 2022

A sign marks the entrance to Paletwa (Kyaw Lin
Htoon/ Myanmar Now)

e Regime forces opened fire with heavy artillery during
a clash with the Arakan Army (AA) in southern Chin
State’s Paletwa Township on Thursday, according to
local sources.

Infantry Battalion (IB) 289 began firing soon after
fighting broke out when junta troops entered AA
territory in the morning, a resident of the area told

Myanmar Now.

“IB 289 has been shelling continuously since 10:12am. They have now fired a total of 27 times,” the
Paletwa local said early Thursday.

“They’re targeting the area west of the village of Kha Wea, where | heard that the two sides are still
fighting,” he added.

Page 17 of 65


https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/analysis/military-tensions-rise-in-western-myanmar-as-arakan-army-chief-warns-regime.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/arakan-army-clashes-heavily-with-myanmar-junta-troops.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/arakan-army-clashes-heavily-with-myanmar-junta-troops.html
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/heavy-artillery-fire-reported-as-junta-forces-and-aa-clash-in-southern-chin-state
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/author/10458
https://www.myanmar-now.org/sites/myanmar-now.org/files/news-images/paletwa_photo_by_kyaw_lin_htoon_0.jpeg

Another local resident confirmed that the regime troops fired at least 20 heavy artillery shells during
the clash.

He also said that the tensions began when a column of around 100 junta troops approached the Pee
Chaung village tract, about 30km west of the town of Paletwa, on Wednesday.

The area, which is close to the border with Rakhine State, has around 30 villages and is mostly under
the control of the AA, according to locals.

The AA has had forces in Paletwa, which has large ethnic Rakhine and Chin communities, since the
start of a major conflict with Myanmar’s military in 2015.

Although fighting between the two sides ended around the time of the November 2020 election,
there have been renewed tensions since late last year.

Earlier this month, the AA released a statement warning that fighting could “resume at any
moment.”

On the same day, May 15, AA forces reportedly fired shots at a junta helicopter carrying supplies to a
base in Paletwa.

Chin State has also seen the emergence of a strong armed resistance movement in the wake of last
year’s coup, with groups like the Chinland Defence Force mounting guerrilla attacks on a regular
basis.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/heavy-artillery-fire-reported-as-junta-forces-and-aa-clash-
in-southern-chin-state
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