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Myanmar junta court convicts Suu Kyi of corruption: source
By AFP |27 April 2022

YANGON— A Myanmar junta court on Wednesday found ousted civilian leader Daw Aung
San Suu Kyi guilty of corruption and sentenced her to five years in prison, a source familiar
with the matter said.

Since a military coup deposed her government in February last year, plunging the country
into upheaval, Suu Kyi has faced a barrage of criminal cases that could see her jailed for
decades.

In the latest case, the Nobel laureate — who has been in military custody since the night of
the coup — was accused of accepting a bribe of $600,000 cash and gold bars.

After two days of delays, the special court in the military-built capital Naypyidaw handed
down its verdict and sentence at 9:30 am, the source said.

She still faces a raft of other criminal charges, including violating the official secrets act,
corruption and electoral fraud, and could be jailed for more than 100 years if convicted on
all counts.

The 76-year-old had already been sentenced to six years in jail for incitement against the
military, breaching COVID-19-19 rules and breaking a telecommunications law — although
she will remain under house arrest while she fights other charges.

Journalists have been barred from attending the court hearings and Suu Kyi’s lawyers have
been banned from speaking to the media.

More than 1,700 people have been killed and over 13,000 arrested in a crackdown on
dissent since the coup, according to a local monitoring group.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-court-convicts-suu-kyi-of-
corruption-source.html

Monk shot dead trying to stop soldiers burning village in Sagaing’s Wuntho Township
By Mizzima |

A Buddhist monk was shot and killed as he tried to stop junta troops from setting fire to
Thapyay Thar Village in Sagaing Region’s Wuntho Township on the night of 23 April,
according to a local resident.

Unfortunately, he did not succeed. The soldiers burned the village to the ground and also
killed another woman there.

On the same day junta soldiers also abducted villagers from the nearby villages of Kyaing
Khwin, Sein Lei and Aung Kone in Wuntho Township, according to locals.
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A representative from the Wuntho Revolution (WR) group explained that junta troops had
been clamping down in the area since 23 April because they were suffering losses to local
defence forces. He said: “Junta forces keep picking on us because they are being defeated.
They have already set fire to about eight villages. Some villages have been burned to the
ground. Some people have been shot and killed, others have been abducted.”

According to reports the atrocities are being committed by about 50 soldiers from Battalion
111 based in Wuntho Township.

Since 23 April they have completely burned down two villages in Wuntho Township,
Thapyay Thar and Shan Su. They have also set fire to another seven villages in the township,
these are: Sein Lei, A lei Khone, Aung Kone, Oake Shit Khone, Kyauk Pauk Khone and Kyun
Hla Khone.

Between 23 and 26 April they destroyed 147 houses and paddy fields.

This has led to some 25,000 villagers fleeing from 40 villages in Wuntho Township. They are
all currently in need of aid and food.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/monk-shot-dead-trying-stop-soldiers-burning-village-
sagaings-wuntho-township

Junta soldiers depopulate 11 riverside villages in northern Myanmar, burning homes and
displacing over 10,000 people

Two civilians were reportedly killed in the fires while several resistance fighters died during
battles

Khin YiYiZaw | Published on Apr 27, 2022

5 fighter from the Zero Guerrilla Force on April 22

— ——— &E’ A group of men search for the body of a drowned
2 (Zero Guerrilla F
= Wﬁ (Zero Guerrilla Force)

More than 10,000 people have fled 11 villages in
Sagaing Region in recent days amid an onslaught by
junta soldiers along the Muu River that has killed

% several civilians and resistance fighters, witnesses,
"~ guerrillas, and a volunteer aid worker have told

Myanmar Now.

The column of some 100 soldiers begans the attacks on Thursday, working their way
between the towns of Sagaing and Myinmu to depopulate villages along the way that they
apparently believed were harbouring or supporting resistance fighters.

About 3,000 homes have now been abandoned or destroyed in the villages of Thazilay,
Phayar Hla, Thazin, Nyaung Bin Shae, Ta Laing Kyun, Mutha, Magyikone, San Thit, Taung
Myo, Depayin Kwe and Taung Kyar.
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Among those, all of Thazilay’s 250 homes were burned down after soldiers set fires, a
volunteer from the Sagaing District Medical Force told Myanmar Now. They also burned
down Phayar HIa’s 30 homes and all 300 homes in Nyaung Bin Shae, he added.

The internally displaced people—or IDPs—are in need of food, he said.

“All the inhabitants of most of those villages had to flee,” he said. “They had to leave all the
cows behind and they still don’t dare to go back. Some of them crossed the Muu River and
some fled to Mandalay and Sagaing. We have an IDP camp but no one dares to stay there.”

Two civilians were killed by the fires in Nyaung Bin Shae, a local there said, adding that it
had not been possible to take a head count among the fleeing villagers in order to
determine the identities of those killed.

After setting fires in three locations in Nyaung Bin Shae, which is next to Phayar Hla, the
soldiers set up camp at the local school. On Monday, the soldiers came under attack by an
alliance of local resistance groups, and a three-hour battle ensued.

Thura, a leader from a resistance group from Ayadaw Township, said the military had the
upper hand in the clash.

“They were behind walls, so they had great defences,” he said. “Soldiers were stationed on
the roof of the school and one of them was a sniper. They also used 40mm guns. We didn’t
have a good view of them and we only had a few automatic weapons and single-bullet
rifles.”

Two fighters from the Zero Guerrilla Force died in the battle.

Ye Zin Aung, who was 22 and was also known as Iman, drowned in the Muu River while
trying to retreat, and 24-year-old Nang Myint Aung drowned while trying to rescue him, said
Rakhine, Zero Guerrilla Force’s deputy leader.

“We lost two of our comrades as we had no geographical expertise,” Rakhine said. “Both of
them had been part of the revolution since the beginning.”

Four members of another local defence force were killed on Saturday during the raid on Ta
Laing Kyun village. The resistance fighters greeted the soldiers without realising who they
were and the soldiers shot them, according to the Nyaung Bin Shwe villager.

The four who died were: Thar Gyi, 37, Kyaw San Wai, 35, Nyunt Win, 36, and Myo Win Aung,
37, according to locals.

The junta’s forces have burned down 9,187 houses across Myanmar as part of the military’s
bid to crush resistance to its February 2021 power grab, according to figures released by
Data for Myanmar on April 14. Over half of the houses destroyed were in Sagaing Region.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/junta-soldiers-depopulate-11-riverside-villages-
in-northern-myanmar-burning-homes-and
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Military Tensions Grow in Southern Myanmar as Regime Forces Clash With Resistance
Fighters

By THE IRRAWADDY | 27 April 2022

Military tensions are growing between junta troops and local resistance groups along the
Dawei-Htee Khee Road in southern Myanmar’s Tanintharyi Region, after resistance fighters
attacked a police station in Pagayi Village along the road.

The Karen National Defense Organization Brigade 4 and People’s Defense Forces (PDF) from
Dawei and Launglon townships attacked Pagayi Police Station, some ten miles from the
Tanintharyi capital Dawei, on Sunday. In response, junta forces have shelled Pagayi Village
since Monday, according to locals.

One Pagayi villager told The Irrawaddy on Tuesday: “A Dawei artillery unit fired shells on the
evening of April 25. Junta troops also fired heavy guns from a nearby hill. We heard around
500 junta soldiers marched to Pagayi this morning through the forest and are in the village.
The villagers have already fled to nearby villages.”

Junta troops are deployed at a rubber processing plant near the village, according to locals.
A resistance fighter was killed by a junta artillery strike on Monday.

Regime forces have warned resistance fighters to withdraw from the village or be attacked.

“They told the PDF to withdraw and threatened them with an attack if they don’t. It appears
that the PDF will not withdraw. Clashes could erupt tonight or tomorrow,” a source close to
local resistance forces told The Irrawaddy on Tuesday.

Residents in and around the neighborhood of Pagayi Village have been warned by junta
troops not to go outside from 2pm until dawn.

A local villager said: “The regime imposes an 8pm-4am curfew in the urban areas of Dawei
Township. But they have no control over Launglon and Pagayi.”

Locals from Pagayi and a neighboring village have fled to nearby villages for fear of a
possible clash. The regime closed the border with Thailand at Htee Khee on Monday
following the PDF’s attack on the Pagayi Police Station.

On Sunday, the Dawei Township People’s Authority of the parallel National Unity
Government urged people to avoid the Dawei-Htee Khee Road, as the regime is using it to
bring in reinforcements and supplies and clashes could break out at any time with resistance
groups.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/military-tensions-grow-in-southern-myanmar-as-
regime-forces-clash-with-resistance-fighters.html
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Resistance force claims victory in clashes with military in Myanmar’s southernmost district

Tension is high in Tanintharyi after a defence force reportedly kills three junta troops and
seizes a police station

Maung Shwe Wah | Published on Apr 27, 2022

Junta weapons confiscated by the local resistance after
the April 23 battle near Pyi Gyi Mandai (KDDF)

A local defence force based in Tanintharyi Region’s
Kawthaung District has claimed that they managed to
kill three Myanmar army soldiers, confiscate weapons
and occupy a police station during a series of battles in
recent days.

The first in the series of clashes broke out at 5pm on Saturday east of the town of Pyi Gyi
Mandai in Bokepyin Township, according to the anti-junta Kawthaung District Defence Force
(KDDF). The group, which is part of the National Unity Government’s Tanintharyi Region
Military Command, released a statement on Tuesday describing the incidents, which
occurred near the Thai border.

The next day at 11am, the guerrilla group reportedly raided the Pakari village police station
in neighbouring Dawei—10 miles east of the township’s administrative centre—forcing a
retreat from the site by the junta’s troops.

As of Tuesday, the KDDF still had control of the location and was occupying the building.

In the initial fight near Pyi Gyi Mandai, KDDF reported that three junta soldiers were killed
and that they managed to seize at least three guns, ammunition, and a mortar shell.

“They fired shots first to scare us and it resulted in a clash. We managed to retreat
successfully. However, | heard they’re sending more reinforcements,” KDDF deputy
commander Moe Gyo said.

Around 300 troops were still patrolling the area and tension remained high, he added.

An information officer for the Tanintharyi Region Military Command told Myanmar Now
that it appeared the junta’s forces would try to reclaim control of the Pakari village police
station in Dawei as reinforcement troops were seen travelling along the east-west road
connecting Tiki, on the Thai border, with Dawei.

“They parked their vehicles three miles from the village and started firing shells. We are
based in the police station we seized from them. They’re randomly firing heavy weapons
because they want it back,” the information officer, who goes by the pseudonym “Joker,”
told Myanmar Now.

The use of artillery by the military displaced more than 5,000 civilians from Pakari and the
surrounding villages, Joker said.
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The military council has not released any information on the fighting in southern
Tanintharyi.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/resistance-force-claims-victory-in-clashes-with-
military-in-myanmars-southernmost-district

Myanmar Regime Charges Top Tycoon With Corruption
By THE IRRAWADDY | 27 April 2022

Myanmar’s junta has filed corruption charges against one of the country’s top tycoons, U
Chit Khine, his managing director and three ousted National League for Democracy (NLD)
government ministers for allegedly causing the loss of state funds.

U Chit Khine is the chairman of the Eden Group of Companies, one of Myanmar’s largest
conglomerates, with interests in construction, hospitality and oil and gas among other
sectors. He was arrested on Monday evening in Yangon upon his return from an overseas
trip. U Chit Khine also runs the Myanmar Apex Bank and Denko trading, which operates gas
stations across Myanmar and an industrial oil storage facility in Yangon.

Many people believe that the reason for the tycoon’s arrest is his close relationship with
detained leader Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and the NLD. U Chit Khine was a member of the NLD
and spent time in prison in the 1990s during the former military dictatorship.

When the COVID-19 pandemic hit Myanmar in 2020, U Chit Khine was one of the top
cronies who donated USS1.5 million to the then NLD government for the purchase of
COVID-19 vaccines.

His detention on Monday was celebrated by pro-regime accounts on the social media app
Telegram, some of which threatened other business leaders who are close to the ousted
NLD government.

On Tuesday, the military regime announced that U Chit Khine and six others had been
charged under the Anti-Corruption Law for causing losses of around 15.9 billion kyats
(USS8.57 million) of state funds in the Tigyit power plant joint venture for the Electric Power
Generation Enterprise under the then NLD-run Ministry of Electricity and Energy.

Also charged with U Chit Khine are the former Minister for Natural Resources and
Environmental Conservation U Ohn Win, former Minister for Electricity and Energy U Win
Khaing and deputy minister Dr. Tun Naing, the former managing director of No. (1) Mining
Enterprise U Kyaw San, the ex-managing director of the Electric Power Generation
Enterprise U Than Naing Oo, and the Eden Group’s managing director U Win Min Khine.

All of them face potential maximum prison sentences of 15 years each.

Last month, the junta also detained the crony U Khin Shwe and his son U Zay Thiha,
following a conflict over a failed building project on military-owned land in Yangon. The pair
have been in detention in Insein Prison since then.
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Interest in Regime’s Planned Election Reveals China and India’s Disguised Support for
Myanmar Junta

By THE IRRAWADDY | 27 April 2022

A recent meeting of China and India’s ambassadors with Myanmar’s junta-appointed
electoral body has raised concerns that the two neighboring countries are offering
additional disguised support to the military regime.

Chen Hai, China’s ambassador to Myanmar, and Vinya Kumar, India’s ambassador to
Myanmar, held separate meetings with Union Election Commission (UEC) head U Thein Soe
on April 19 and 25 respectively to discuss the military regime’s planned new election,
according to junta-controlled media.

During the meetings, the ambassadors revealed their interest in the electoral processes of
the new election, which are said to have been overseen by coup leader Senior General Min
Aung Hlaing.

The Myanmar military staged last year’s coup on the pretext of “massive electoral fraud” in
the 2020 general election won overwhelmingly by the National League for Democracy
(NLD).

Army chief Min Aung Hlaing’s flimsy justification for the military takeover was condemned
at home and abroad, and sparked nationwide peaceful protests against the coup that were
put down brutally by the junta. Since then, a growing resistance movement has waged
armed struggle against the regime.

Soon after the February 1, 2021 coup, Min Aung Hlaing annulled the 2020 general election
results, and said that he would organize a “free and fair” election sometime in 2023 and
hand over power to the winning party. However, the Myanmar people have rejected the
offer of a new poll, seeing it as another excuse by the regime to hang onto power for as long
as possible.

Chen Hai, China’s ambassador to Myanmar,
meets with the junta’s Union Election
Commission head U Thein Soe on April 19. /UEC

Junta-controlled newspapers stated that during

his meeting with the UEC head, India’s

ambassador asked about electoral processes and
discussed further cooperation with the UEC on

~ the upcoming election. The Chinese ambassador

raised questions on the ongoing plans of the

UEC, including inspections of political parties ahead of the planned 2023 election.
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The meetings come amid repeated calls by the Myanmar people for neighboring countries
and the international community to reject the junta, and respect the results of the 2020
election.

China and India’s meetings with the UEC cast more doubt on their attitude towards the
regime, with neither country having condemned the coup outright and both continuing to
maintain good ties with the junta that has killed over 1,700 people since the military
takeover.

Political analyst U Than Soe Naing said that while China’s engagement with the regime is not
new, India’s interest in the junta’s planned election is strange.

“l would take it as a step forward [by India] in supporting the regime,” he said.

New Delhi has steered clear of criticizing the Myanmar military and the coup. In fact, hours
after the putsch, India’s Ministry of External Affairs said only that it had “noted the
developments in Myanmar with deep concern”.

India was also one of eight countries that sent their military attachés to attend the Armed
Forces Day parade in the Myanmar capital Naypyitaw on March 27, 2021, less than two
months after the coup. India has deep ties with the Myanmar military, as well as extensive
strategic investment interests in western Myanmar.

China has been seriously denounced in Myanmar for its failure to condemn the coup and for
vetoing United Nations Security Council action against the regime.

While the junta is treated as an outcast by most western democracies, China, like India, is
still engaging with the junta and is one of the top investors in Myanmar with many strategic
infrastructure projects, including energy pipelines and a proposed port in Rakhine State that
would give China access to the Indian Ocean. China said recently that it was ready to work
with Myanmar “no matter how the situation changes”. Following that affirmation, Beijing
has faced threats of attacks from resistance forces on its copper mine projects in Myanmar.

Analyst U Than Soe Naing reminded China and India that the junta’s planned new election
won’t be free and fair even if the regime makes it happen, as it is opposed by a majority of
the Myanmar people.

“It would just become a state-sponsored fabrication plotted by the junta and its allied
parties who have never won in any free and fair elections in Myanmar,” said U Than Soe
Naing, referring to parties like the military’s proxy Union Solidarity and Development Party.

He suggested that neighboring countries should engage with the parallel National Unity
Government (NUG), which the majority of Myanmar people have accepted as their
legitimate government, adding that they [China and India] will go against the people’s will if
they continue to collaborate with the regime.

The NUG’s foreign minister Daw Zin Mar Aung told The Irrawaddy recently that some
countries, like the world’s largest democracy India, are strong but are too focused on their
interests and so fail to act decisively.
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“We record who our friends are and who is sitting on the fence, which will shape our future
relations with them,” said Daw Zin Mar Aung.

China and India’s embassies in Yangon did not respond to The Irrawaddy’s request for
comment.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/interest-in-regimes-planned-election-reveals-
china-and-indias-disguised-support-for-myanmar-junta.html

India will continue cooperation with Myanmar’s election commission, says ambassador

PUBLISHED 27 APRIL 2022

UEC Chairman U Thein Soe meets Indian Ambassador
Mr. Vinay Kumar on April 25

India would continue cooperation with the Union
Election Commission of Myanmar and its assistance,
said Indian Ambassador to Myanmar Mr. Vinay
Kumar.

UEC Chairman U Thein Soe and the Indian
ambassador met in Nay Pyi Taw in Nay Pyi Taw on April 25.

The UEC chair said Myanmar and India had been cooperating in electoral processes since
the past and India provided its support to Myanmar, which also studied the democratic
system and laws of India in implementing its democratic system.

The Indian ambassador talked about the bilateral relations between Myanmar and India as
good neighbouring countries, the same history in developing religion, culture and
democracy and further cooperation with the UEC.

He also asked about electoral processes and other assistance. The UEC Chairman openly
discussed the compiling of voter lists to hold the next election, scrutiny of political parties,
preparations to adopt a PR system and cooperation between the two countries in electoral
processes.

On April 19 also, UEC chairman U Thein Soe received Chinese Ambassador to Myanmar Mr.
Chen Hai in Nay Pyi Taw.

During the meeting, the Chinese ambassador raised questions on the work plans being
carried out in line with the five-point roadmap of the State Administration Council, future
work plans and scrutiny of political parties.

U Thein Soe frankly discussed the commission’s activities, amendment of laws and rules to
organize the election, compiling of voter lists, inspection of political parties and China-
Myanmar bilateral relations.
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Around 300 Karen Troops Defect From Splinter Group to Fight Myanmar Regime
By THE IRRAWADDY | 27 April 2022

Some 300 troops have left the Democratic Karen Benevolent Army (DKBA) to join the Karen
National Defense Organization (KNDO) to fight Myanmar’s military regime, according to
KNDO chief Major General Saw Nerdah Mya.

“It is time all the Karen organizations fought the enemy together. Our goal is to crush the
military regime,” said Maj Gen Saw Nerdah Mya.

The DKBA troops will operate as the Commando Battalion 1 of the KNDO, he said. The KNDO
is an armed wing of the Karen National Union (KNU), along with the Karen National
Liberation Army.

A KNDO video on YouTube shows Maj Gen Saw Nerdah Mya welcoming hundreds of DKBA
troops led by Major Bo Salone. The fighters left the DKBA with their weapons and
ammunition.

In the video, Maj Bo Salone said they want to protect the people but the DKBA is not
fighting the regime.

“We have handed away our DKBA ranks. We no longer belong to the DKBA and are KNDO
now,” said Maj Bo Salone.

On Jan. 14, junta troops and the Karen State Border Guard Force attacked and occupied Bo
Salone’s outpost in Palu Lay village in the south of Myawaddy in Karen State, after launching
artillery and airstrikes.

Junta troops killed four people’s defense force (PDF) fighters captured in the clash and
dumped their bodies into the Moei River and detained eight others, according to PDF
sources.

Following the junta attacks, some 300 DKBA troops led by Bo Salone defected to the KNDO.

The DKBA headquarters in March sacked three commanders — a lieutenant colonel from
Battalion 908 and a lieutenant colonel and a major from the Klo Htoo Baw headquarters —
who fought alongside the KNU to attack a junta outpost in Myawaddy Township.

Military tensions are high between the KNDO and junta troops in Karen State and clashes
can erupt at any time, said the KNDO.

Maj Gen Saw Nerdah Mya said: “The crisis will end when junta troops withdraw. The enemy
outposts in our territory must be abandoned. Clashes are inevitable if they don’t withdraw.”

On Monday, KNDO Battalion 4 gave the regime two weeks to leave its two outposts in KNU
territory in Taungoo District before they would be attacked.
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KNDO Battalion 2 attacked a junta outpost in Bilin Township, Mon State, on April 22 after
junta troops ignored a demand to withdraw.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/around-300-karen-troops-defect-from-splinter-

group-to-fight-myanmar-regime.html

Karenni resistance force captures junta personnel in roadside ambush

The KNDF arrested two army officers and more than 20 men working for the military
council’s electricity department in southern Shan State

Esther J | Published on Apr 27, 2022

A power plant in Southern Shan state (Electricity
Supply Corporation)

The anti-junta Karenni Nationalities Defence Force
(KNDF) will “take action” against two army officers
and some 24 men who were working for the military
council’s electricity department when they were
arrested by resistance fighters in southern Shan
State’s Pekhon Township last week.

A KNDF information officer said that the personnel are all men between the ages of 30 and
50. They were taken into KNDF custody on April 21 with their vehicles after being
intercepted by members of the resistance alliance on the road connecting Pekhon with the
Karenni (Kayah) State capital of Loikaw.

The following morning, the captives were reportedly transferred to the Karenni State Police
(KSP)—the law enforcement institution founded by the resistance movement.

“They are safe and sound. We are keeping them in humane conditions,” the KNDF
spokesperson said.

Among the detainees were day labourers who had been working for the electricity
department, he added.

He explained that the KNDF and KSP would determine who among the captives could be
released and who would be punished for maintaining ties to the junta.

“We have already declared that we will take action against anyone that helps run the
military council’s administrative mechanism,” he said, adding, “we urge all remaining civil
servants working for the junta to leave their jobs.”

The KNDF reported in February that the junta administration in Karenni State was believed
to be functioning at only 10 percent capacity.
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The information officer said that the KNDF would be “carrying out the necessary
investigation and interrogation” concerning the current detainees, and that the KSP would
be responsible for pursuing a case or bringing charges against them.

“The KSP will announce any news regarding the release of those that are innocent and they
will take action against those who are guilty,” the information officer told Myanmar Now.

He did not elaborate on what the investigation process would entail, what charges would be
filed against the men and with whom, or what action would be taken.

According to a KNDF statement on the arrests, the group of men—including the two military
officers present—had been staying at the base of the Pekhon-based Light Infantry Battalion
336. They were reportedly unarmed at the time they were arrested, and told the KNDF that
they were in the area to “fix power lines.”

The power lines along the Pekhon-Loikaw road supply electricity to both Naypyitaw and
Yangon.

“Our investigation suggests that they were using the power lines as an excuse to scout for
information in this area, where there have been ongoing battles,” the KNDF information
officer said. “That’s why we had to capture them—it was for the safety of this area.”

The KNDF spokesperson said it is standard for the resistance force to detain “suspicious
persons” in their territory but will release them if there is insufficient evidence connecting
them to the military council.

“We are not being overly suspicious of all civilians, but we need to take all necessary
measures to capture the junta’s people who are operating in areas of conflict,” he added.

The Karenni Region which includes territory from Pekhon Township in southern Shan State
and Karenni State, has become a major resistance stronghold in the more than one year
that has followed the February 2021 military coup.

Karenni defence forces—which make up the coalition that is the KNDF—have destroyed
telecommunications towers belonging to military-owned Mytel in Karenni State’s Demoso
Township, as well as power lines connecting the state’s Lawpita hydroelectric power station
to Naypyitaw.

As a result of heavy fighting, military airstrikes, and scorched earth campaigns by the junta’s
armed forces, some 200,000 of the Karenni Region’s 300,000 people have been displaced,
according to civil society organisation estimates.

In April alone, 233 civilians and more than 100 resistance fighters were killed by the
Myanmar Army in the region, the youth group the Progressive Karennni People’s Force
reported.

Myanmar Now remains unable to independently verify the figures.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/karenni-resistance-force-captures-junta-
personnel-in-roadside-ambush
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Kayah Villages Targeted With Junta Landmines
By THE IRRAWADDY | 27 April 2022

Myanmar’s military junta is increasingly using landmines in Kayah State in addition to air
raids, artillery strikes and destruction of property in the resistance stronghold.

Ko Banya, director of the Karenni Human Rights Groups (KHRG), an independent
community-based organization recording junta atrocities, told The Irrawaddy that regime
forces plant landmines in most villages they visit.

In early April a tractor in Hpruso Township carrying displaced civilians was destroyed by a
mine, although no passengers were injured.

In September last year, a displaced civilian was killed and two villagers seriously injured by
landmines in Demoso Township while returning home to fetch food.

The KHRG has recorded at least 15 civilian injuries and one death due to junta landmines in
the state since the coup. The group said most of the injured civilians were now disabled.

Before the coup, Kayah State already had several heavily mined areas, especially around the
Lawpita dam in Shadaw Township and in eastern Demoso Township, which are both
sparsely populated areas.

Now mines are increasingly being found in more densely populated areas of Loikaw and
Demoso townships.

“These townships have the most heavily populated areas of the state,” Banya added.

He said regime forces planted the landmines in villages to prevent resistance fighters from
approaching, villagers from returning and to disrupt the new administration established by
the Karenni Nationalities Defense Force.

The armed group uploaded videos to Facebook showing how to remove landmines and
resistance troops clearing junta mines.

Villagers say they fear returning to their homes.

“Two weeks ago, a member of the resistance lost both his legs clearing mines in my village,”
said a western Demoso villager resident. “l am scared to go home.”

About two-thirds of the state’s 300,000 residents have been displaced by fighting amid
indiscriminate junta attacks. Around 200 Kayah deaths have been reported since the coup.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/kayah-villages-targeted-with-junta-
landmines.html
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Regime Sends Soldiers To SSPP Camp In Southern Shan State

By SHAN - April 27, 2022

Civilians in southern Shan State are on the run after the regime began sending soldiers
around Sa Nane Mountain in Panglong Township, where the Shan State Progress Party
(SSPP) has a camp. Burma Army (BA) troops have been advancing into the area in Loilem
District since late March.

Photo Credit to SSPP- SSPP at Sa Nane
Panglong

”Although there are no clashes in the area,
some who are afraid have fled to their
relatives in Panglong town or other areas,” a
local man told SHAN, wishing to remain
anonymous. He said BA soldiers arrived in Loi
Mong, Loi Mai and Pan Pweser, all at the foot
of the mountain and not far from SSPP soldiers.

People from Pan Hu and Sa Nane village tracts have left their farms during the planting
season.

“About 300 BA soldiers arrived here yesterday, but there has been no fighting between the
regime and the SSPP until today. | think they are watching what is happening on the ground
because the BA and the SSPP troops are very close but have not fired yet,” a village
headman, who wishes to remain anonymous, told SHAN. If villagers wanted to come home
to work on their farms, they could do so, he said, as there was no violence at the moment.

In March, the regime’s National Solidarity and Peace Negotiation Committee, headed by
Gen Yar Pyae, met with a delegation from the SSPP, led by its second vice chair Sao Khun
Hseng, in Burma’s capital Naypyitaw. The SSPP was told to withdraw from Sanin Mountain,
but the ethnic armed group, which is fighting with the Restoration Council of Shan State
(RCSS), has refused to leave southern Shan State.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/24886

Forced Labor Used to Build New Camp Near Coal Mining Site in Nam Sang
By SHAN - April 27,2022

Over a hundred of people have been forced to build a security camp near the coal mining
project in Nam Sang township, Southern Shan State.

Around 29-30 March 2022, 106 villagers from Nong Mo village, Nong Hee tract, Nam Sang
township, were forced to construct a new security base located about one mile away from
the new coal mining project.

Page 16 of 54


https://english.shannews.org/archives/author/shannews
https://english.shannews.org/archives/24886
https://english.shannews.org/archives/author/shannews

Photo SHRF Forced Labor Used to Build New Camp Near Coal
Mining Site in Nam Sang
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“The reason of building the new security camp could be related
to the new coal mining project. They usually do that when
damns will be built or when environment will be damaged. They
do it to provide security to the sites, it was done in the past.
Therefore, this new camp could be because of the new mining
project,” Sai Hsur Harn, the spokesperson of Shan Human Right
Foundation (SHRF) told SHAN.

According to the spokesperson, the new camp was built in a
farm land owned by Long Sar who lives in Nam Mo village, and
the military junta did not inform or get permission from the land owner. Moreover, villagers
were forced to dig bunkers, cut woods and build the fence for the new camp.
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“Over 30 soldiers from Light Infantry Battalion
553 are there. They were not based here in the
past. They arrived here around end of March.
They stay at the government schools, and they
are forcing the natives to build the base for
them. This is clearly human rights abuses,” Sai Hsur Han added.

According to the permit list announced by the Ministry of Natural Resources and
Environmental Conversation under the military government in November 2021, five coal
mining projects permit on a 500 acres of land in Nong Hee tract, Nam Sang township was
included.

According to the statement released by SHRF, all the five mining projects permit was
granted to Mandalay Distribution and Mining Company, a subsidiary of Ngwe Yi Pale
Company.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/24882

War zone farmers suffer disruptions and despair
APRIL 27, 2022 | By FRONTIER

Fighting in Magway and Sagaing regions is wreaking havoc with the livelihood of farmers,
disrupting the harvest and preventing crops from getting to the market.

When junta forces arrived in Ayechanta village on January 29, Ma Hnin Aye* was forced to
flee, leaving behind not just her home but also her entire harvest from the most recent
growing season.
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Hnin Aye, 34, grows paddy and small amounts of corn and peanuts on her 15-acre farm in
Kyunhla Township, Sagaing Region, and was just beginning to sell her crops when she and
her family were forced to flee their home.

“The harvest is being stored at the village monastery. It’s about 300 baskets of paddy and
some peanuts, and it’s waiting to be sold. We also left some rice that had been milled for
our own consumption back in the village,” she told Frontier.

Ayechanta village’s 70 households, mostly farmers, have had to temporarily abandon their
homes three times since last November because of the presence of marauding junta troops.
According to Hnin Aye, they torched two houses during a raid last December.

The farmers want to sell their harvest so they do not have to worry about it when they flee
Ayechanta. But merchants and brokers will not go to the village because of a lack of
security, Hnin Aye said.

Hnin Aye is among the tens of thousands of farmers and other residents of Sagaing Region
who have been displaced by raids by soldiers and Pyusawhti members and fighting between
junta forces and resistance groups. The fighting has been especially heavy in Pale, Yinmabin,
Myaung, Kyunhla, Salingyi and Tabayin townships, where many who have fled villages have
had their homes torched.

The challenge of getting to market

The reluctance of merchants and brokers to travel to villages due to safety concerns has
forced farmers in Sagaing and Magway regions to take on the logistical and financial costs of
transporting their goods.

One woman who farms 12 acres near a village in Magway Region’s Myaing Township said
she was eager to sell her crop of peanuts. “l want cash in hand because money is easy to
carry,” she said, adding that she did not want to store her harvest at home “because villages
are being set on fire”.

However, the precarious security situation is also weighing on the minds of the truck drivers
who are usually hired by farmers to transport their crops.

“It depends on the security situation whether we decide to go,” said Ko Myo Htet*, the
owner of two six-wheeled trucks from a village in Myaing Township. “When we go, we dare
not drive off the road in case we hit a mine; we drive only in the centre of the road,” he said,
adding that trucks were often stopped for checks by junta forces.

“We are not allowed to transport foodstuffs to the Myaing area. If they find food, they ask
many questions. We give them money as a bribe to make things go well, not a lot, maybe
about K5,000,” he said.

In an effort to starve the resistance of supplies, the junta has been preventing rice and other
staple foods from being transported into the Myaing area, which also has a devastating
impact on civilians, though drivers are still allowed to carry crops out of the area.
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In previous years after the harvest, Myo Htet would make the journey to the market town of
Pakokku four times a week to deliver crops there, but since the coup, the situation has
become unpredictable.

“l know the farmers don’t want to store the harvest at their houses, so | try to go to town as
often as the situation permits to sell their harvest. On the return trip to the village, they ask
me to buy food products and | worry that if soldiers find it | could have my truck
confiscated,” said Myo Htet.

He said they charge K35 per viss (1.6 kilograms) to transport grain to Pakokku, which is only
about 40 kilometres from Myaing Township.

There are hazards on the road, and one of the biggest is the improvised explosive devices
used as landmines.

“My truck hit a mine last month; though there was not so much damage, only the back
wheel was hit,” said Ko Arkar Hein*, another trucker from Myoma village in Sagaing
Region’s Mingin Township, adding “farmers want to sell their harvest as soon as possible. In
our village the only crop we have to sell now is paddy.”

Arkar Hein said farmers in Myoma village sell their harvest in the regional capital, Monywa.
But while the most direct route is 320 kilometres, because of ongoing conflict, drivers have
been taking a detour that doubles the length of the journey.

“For security reasons, we dare not drive at night because of the danger of mines, which
have already given me a scare,” he said.

The cost of transporting the harvest to Monywa in the years before the coup was K100 per
viss, but because of high fuel prices and the longer route, the cost has risen to K150 per viss,
Arkar Hein said.

Disrupted harvest, falling prices

In addition to the raids by junta forces, anxiety over harvests being stored in villages and
difficulty with transport, farmers in Sagaing and Magway also have to contend with unsold
stock and lower prices.

Many farmers still have stocks of paddy, peanuts and black gram to sell that were harvested
in November and December.

A woman in Myaing Township who grew three acres of black gram said she was unable to
sell the crop because she was constantly fleeing fighting.

“l have heard that a basket [approximately 32kg] of black gram is fetching about K30,000. In
previous years, it fetched about K40,000 a basket,” she said.

Rising inflation since the coup has also made this drop in prices more dire.

Paddy farmers are also facing losses. In Sagaing Region’s Kyunhla Township, farmers
told Frontier the Aye Yar Min variety paddy was now only fetching K6,000 a bushel
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(approximately 20kg) amid weak demand because of a paucity of buyers. In 2020 and 2021,
Aye Yar Min paddy was fetching K11,000 a bushel, they said.

“The price of paddy is K6,000 a bushel. But no brokers come to buy it, because it is too
dangerous,” Hnin Aye said.

A truck owner who often transports paddy to sales centres in Monywa said they were “full
of rice” and the staple crop has become difficult to sell. Much of the rice grown in Myanmar
is exported, but exports have since the coup.

Farmers said peanut prices have also fallen from K2,900 a viss last year to K2,400. Corn and
sesame were selling for similar prices as in previous years, with a bag of corn fetching
K10,000 and black sesame K70,000 a bushel, but production costs have risen dramatically
since the coup due to the rise in the cost of fertiliser and transportation.

U Thein Phyo*, who farms seven acres of sesame and bean in Ni Pa Sey Taw village in
Yesagyo Township in Magway Region, said it used to be standard practice for farmers to
store some crops until they could sell at better prices. “Now they dare not store crops
because of the political situation and are selling for whatever price they can get,” he said.

‘We have to be prepared to run away’

Lower Sagaing Region and much of Magway Region are in the central dry zone and farmers
there mainly grow monsoon and winter season crops.

Winter crops, which include chickpeas, black gram, peanuts and sunflowers, are harvested
starting in late March, but many have been harvesting earlier than they normally would.

“We have to be prepared to run away. We had to run away twice in January. If we have to
run away during the harvesting period, the crops will be wasted. There are so many
hardships for farmers,” said a man who farms four acres of sunflowers.

Many farmers in Sagaing and Magway have chosen to express their opposition to the
military council by either not repaying government agricultural loans or not taking out a new
loan.

State-owned Myanma Agricultural Development Bank lends to paddy farmers at a rate of
K150,000 an acre and for other crops, it lends at K100,000 to the acre. The annual interest
rate on the loans is five percent and farmers are required to repay the loan within a year.
New loans, which are extended only if the previous year’s loan has been repaid, were
disbursed between May 26 and September 30 last year.

MADB said in January last year that it had allocated K1.4 trillion in rainy season loans to
more than 1.6 million farmers with more than 10 million acres for 2021. MADB did not
respond to Frontier’s attempt to contact it by phone for information about the number of
farmers who repaid loans and the number of new loans taken out last year under the
military council.

In 2020, the National League for Democracy government disbursed K1.75 trillion in rainy
season loans for farmers through the MADB, show figures published by the party.
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Another farmer in Magway Region’s Myaing Township she would never borrow from the
military council. “Even though it is hard to make a living, we will struggle as much as we
can,” said the woman, who added that she borrowed nearly K500,000 from the MADB
during the term of the NLD government that she will not repay.

In a speech on February 1 to mark the first anniversary of the military’s seizure of power,
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing said the national economy was based on the agriculture
and livestock sector. He noted that 70pc of the population is farmers and that his
government was trying to help farmers succeed.

“I do not believe anything that Min Aung Hlaing says,” said a man who farms eight acres in
Magway Region’s Yesagyo Township. He added, “We do not rely on him. We just hope for
the revolution to succeed and to work peacefully as before.”

* indicates the use of a pseudonym for security reasons.

https://www.frontiermyanmar.net/en/war-zone-farmers-suffer-disruptions-and-despair/
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